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PEE  FACE. 


rilHIS  work  is  intended  to  supply  a  gap  which  anyone 
interested   in  the  subject  at  once  discovers  when  he 
looks  through    the  County  Histories   of  Hertfordshire.     In 
these  (as  in  most  county  histories)  Nonconformists  are  for 
the  most   part  ignored,  and   the  lists  of   parish  ministers 
break  down  during  the  Commonwealth.    Works  similar  to 
this  have  been  written  for  Essex,  for  Northamptonshire,  for 
Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  for  Lancashire,  for  Cheshire ;  indeed,  it 
will  be  found  that  every  county  in  the  land  possesses  a  like 
history,  witnessing  to  the  strength  of  Nonconformity  in  the 
past  far  beyond    what  Conformists    ever   dream  of.      The 
county  of  Hertford  is  rich  in  Puritan  lore.    Many  of  the  old 
county  families  were  Puritan;   the  great  Cartwright  himself 
was  a  Hertfordshire  man.     Samuel  Stone,  founder  of  Hart- 
ford, in  Connecticut,  was  born  at  Hertford ;  and  other  New 
Englanders  were  connected  with  the  county,  including  Charles 
Chauncy,  of  Ware,  and  John  Norton,  born  at  Bishop's  Stort- 
fonL     Nine  Hertfordshire  ministers  were  members  of  the 
Westminster  Assembly,  including  Herbert  Palmer,  Cornelius 
Bulges,  and  Dr.  John  Lightfoot.    Fifty-six  Commonwealth 
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ministers  became  Nonconformists  here  in  1662;  Richard 
Baxter  resided  in  the  County  for  some  years ;  John  Bunyan 
preached  here;  and  among  the  Protestant  Dissenting  Ministers 
of  Herts  were  such  men  as  Isaac  Watts,  Dr.  Guyse,  Dr. 
Samuel  Clark,  John  Geard,  W.  Chaplin,  and  Edw.  Miall. 

The  first  part  of  the  work  deals  solely  with  the  ancient 
centre  of  ecclesiastical  power  in  the  county,  the  city  of  St. 
Albans,  and  brings  to  light  a  succession  of  Nonconforming 
worthies  who  lived  and  laboured  there.  It  will  be  seen  that 
St.  Albans  was  not  only  the  scene  of  the  first  Christian 
martyrdom,  but  that  the  first  Wyclifite  martyr  suffered  here  ; 
and  that  it  had  its  martyr  during  the  Marian  persecution. 
Indeed  every  epoch  of  English  Church  history  has  its  repre- 
sentative at  St.  Albans,  a  city  which  has  lately  become  the 
centre  of  a  new  Episcopate. 

For  the  Memorials,  besides  the  treasures  of  the  British 
Museum,  the  Bodleian  Library,  and  the  Record  Office,  I  have 
fully  drawn  upon  the  following  sources  untouched  by  the 
county  historians. 

1.  The  Acta  of  the  Archdeaconry  of  St.  Albans,  partly  in 
the  Abbey  Church,  but  mainly  at  Somerset  House.  For  full 
access  to  these  my  thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  William  Hair,  of 
St.  Albans,  and  Mr.  Rodman,  of  the  Probate  Registry. 

2.  The  Acta  of  the  Archdeaconry  of  Huntingdon,  which 
(down  to  1847)  included  seventy-seven  parishes  in  Herts. 
Here  are  Transcript  Registers  of  these  parishes  (specially 
valuable  where  the  originals  are  lost),  and  lists  of  five 
hundred  places  of  meeting  for  Protestant  Dissenters,  certified 
from  1689  to  1847.  Messrs.  Hawkins  and  Lindsell  gave  me 
every  facility  for  searching  these. 

3.  Those  Acta  of  the  Archdeaconry  of  Middlesex,  at  Chelms- 
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ford,  which  include  the  Deanery  of  Braughing.    These  are  in 
the  care  of  Mr.  W.  P.  Gepp. 

4.  In  Lambeth  Palace  Library,  not  only  the  great  Parlia- 
mentary Survey  of  1650  (which  Clutterbuck  quotes),  but 
fifty-five  MS.  volumes  of  "Augmentations"  (966—1021)  re- 
lating solely  to  the  ecclesiastical  appointments  of  the  Common- 
wealth and  Cromwell,  a  store  comparatively  sealed  till  the 
present  librarian  superintended  the  task  of  indexing.  Through 
the  late  Archbishop  Tait's  kindness  I  had  special  facilities 
for  examining  these  volumes. 

5.  The  MSS.  of  Dr.  Williams's  Library;  the  Rev.  J.  Hunter 
affording  me  full  use  both  of  books  and  MSS.  here. 

6.  The  Non-parochial  Registers  for  several  places  in  Herts 
now  in  the  custody  of  the  Registrar-General ;  also  Returns 
of  Places  of  Meeting  of  Protestant  Dissenters  from  1689  to 
1852,  including  copies  of  those  from  the  Archdeaconries,  and 
containing,  in  all,  about  nine  hundred  such  places  in  this 
county  alone. 

My  hearty  thanks  are  also  specially  due  to  the  Rev.  T.  W. 

Davids,  author  of  a  similar  work    upon  the  neighbouring 

county   of  Essex,  who   has  read    for    me    the  proof-sheets 

throughout.    Next  to  him  I  would  name  the  Rev.  J.  Evans, 

who  has  read  the  St  Albans  chapters,  and  J.  E.  Cussans,  Esq. 

(author  of  the  latest  and  very  valuable  History  of  Hertford- 

shire),  who  has  read  the  Memorials,  when  in  proof,  giving 

many  hints.    I  am  also  indebted  to  several  friends  in  the 

county  whom  I  need  not  here  mention  by  name,  in  searching 

parochial   registers  and    collecting  local  information.      The 

historian's  time  and  labour  would  be  marvellously  saved  if 

Parochial  Registers,  like  Non-parochial,  were  accessible  at 

some  central  office.    Then*  safety  demands  this.     The  old 
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register  of  St.  Albans  Abbey  Church  was  found  in  a  hay-loft, 
and  that  of  another  Herts  parish  was  cut  up  by  a  tailor  for 
his  measures.  Many  are  now  very  imperfect.  Chaos  and 
decay  describe  the  Acta  of  the  Archdeaconries  not  at 
Somerset  House,  where  all  should  be. 

In  these  researches  I  have  been  led  on  far  beyond  the 
limits  which  I  had  at  the  outset  assigned  myself,  but  an 
arduous  undertaking  has  become  to  me  a  labour  of  love, 
and  I  shall  be  amply  repaid  if  the  work  tends  to  strengthen 
the  faith  of  Nonconformists  in  the  conflict  for  truth  and 
justice  still  before  them,  to  rouse  them  to  a  piety,  a  learning 
and  a  steadfastness  worthy  of  their  ancestry,  and  thus  to 
advance  the  great  principles  of  Scriptural  Christianity  and 
Religious  Equality  for  which  our  fathers  suffered. 

WILLIAM    URWICK. 

49,  Belsize  Park  Gardens,  N.W. 
March  22nd,  1884. 
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NONCONFORMING  WORTHIES  OF  ST.  ALBANS. 


i. 


ALBAX    OF   VERULAM,  THE   REPUTED   PROTO-MARTYR   OF 
BRITAIN. 

**  My  kingdom  i*  not  of  thu  trorld." — JOHN  xviii.  36. 


TN    matters   of  religion  the 
*■    name     Nonconformist    in 

its   widest   Sense    is    Meaning  of 

applicable  to  evety  ^Srm. 
one  who  from  con-    kt 
scientious   conviction    refuses 
to  follow  or  to  obey  any  form 
of   belief  or    ritual    imposed 
upon   him   authoritatively  or 
by  force,  by  Bull  of  Pope,  or  Decree 
of  General  Council,  or  will  of  King, 
or   Act  of  Parliament,   or    sword    of 
unjust    law.      Moses    in    Egypt,    for 
example,   brought    up    in    Pharaoh's 
court,  and  learned  in  all  the  wisdom 
of  the  Egyptians,  when  he  refused  to 
be  called  the  son  of  Pharaoh's  daugh- 
ter, and  chose  rather  to  suffer  affliction 
old  wall  ok  vERVLAMiuM.  with  the  people  of  God  than  to  enjoy 
the  pleasures  of  sin  for  a  season,  became  a  Nonconformist ;  he 
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refused  to  remain  connected  with  the  national  establishment 
of  the  land  in  which  he  was  born  and  nurtured.     The  prophets 
of  Israel — Elijah,  who  faced  the  wicked  Ahab ;  Micaiah,  who 
was  imprisoned  by  the  king ;  Elisha,  who  succeeded  to  Elijah's 
mantle — and   many  others  who   renounced  fellowship  with, 
the  worship  of  Baal  that  Ahab  and  Jezebel  had  established 
as  the  national  faith — these  all  were  Nonconformists.     The 
Kenites,  or  Rechabites,  as  they  were  afterwards  called,  who 
while  in  Israel  were  not  altogether  of  Israel,  but  maintained  a 
distinct  method  of  religious  life  and  practice  as  the  Puritans  of 
Judaism,  and  for  this  very  reason  specially  blessed  of  God 
(Jer.  xxxv.),  also  deserve  the  name.     Shadrach,  Meshach,  and 
Abednego  in  Babylon,  when  they  refused   to  worship   the 
golden  image  which  Nebuchadnezzar  the  king  had  set  up,  even 
at  the  risk  of  the  burning  fiery  furnace, — they  were  Noncon- 
formists.    The  law  had  been  made  and  ratified  by  the  decree 
of  the  king ;  a  herald  cried  aloud,  "  To  you  it  is  commanded,  O 
people,  nations,  and  languages.1'    The  princes,  the  governors, 
the  captains,  the  judges,  the  treasurers,  the  councillors,  the 
sheriffs,  all  conform  without  a  word.    But  Shadrach,  Meshach, 
and  Abednego  are  firm.      "O  Nebuchadnezzar,  we  are  not 
careful  to  answer  thee  in  this  matter.     If  it  be  so,  our  God 
whom  we  serve  is  able  to  deliver  us  from  the  burning  fiery 
furnace,  and  He  will  deliver  us  out  of  thine  hand,  O  king. 
But  if  not,  be  it  known  unto  thee,  O  king,  that  we  will  not 
serve  thy  gods,  nor  worship  the  golden  image  which  thou  hast 
set  up."    Daniel  again,  when  he  refused  to  obey  the  royal 
statute  not  to  ask  a  petition  of  any  god  or  man  save  the  king 
for  thirty  days, — he  was  a  Nonconformist.    The  royal  statute 
was  ratified  by  all  estates  of  the  realm,  it  was  made  a  firm 
decree,  it  was  given  ail  the  august  sanctions  of  law,  "  the  law 
of  the  Medes  and  Persians  which  altereth  not"     King  Darius 
signed  the  writing  and  the  decree.     "  Now  when  Daniel  knew 
that  the  writing  was  signed  he  went  into  his  house ;  and  his 
windows  being  open  in  his  chamber  towards  Jerusalem  " — no 
secrecy,  no  concealment  out  of  respect  to  law  or  to  the  king — 
with  his  windows  open  "  he  kneeled  upon  his  knees  three  times 
a  day,  and  prayed,  and  gave  thanks  before  his  God,  as  he  did 
aforetime." 
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And  if  we  tarn  to  the  New  Testament  we  find  the  same 
nonconformity  to  the  established  religion  among  the  Apostles. 
Annas  the  high  priest,  and  Caiaphas,  and  John  and  Alexander, 
and  as  many  as  were  of  the  kindred  of  the  high  priest,  were 
gathered  together,  and  arraigned  the  Apostles  before  them, 
charged  them,  and  threatened  them,  and  commanded  them  not 
to  speak  at  all  nor  teach  in  the  name  of  Jesus.     But  Peter  and 
John  boldly  replied,  u  Whether  it  be  right  in  the  sight  of  God 
to  hearken  unto  you  more  than  unto  God,  judge  ye ;  for  we 
cannot  but  speak  the  things  which  we  have  seen  and  heard." 
The  great  legal  council  of  the  Jews,  the  Sanhedrim,  called  the 
Apostles  before  them,  scourged  them,  and  commanded  them 
not  to  speak  in  the  name  of  Jesus.     But  Peter  and  the  other 
Apostles  answered  and  said, "  We  ought  to  obey  God  rather 
than  man."     Stephen,  face  to  face  with  the  religious  authori- 
ties—chief priests,  elders,  and  scribes — endured   martyrdom 
rather  than  conform.     Paul  the  apostle  suffered  "  prisons  more 
abundantly,  stripes  above  measure,  deaths  oft,"  rather  than 
acquiesce  in  the  established  religion  of  the  countries  where  he 
sojourned.    Writing  to  the  Romans  he  gives  us  the  exhortation, 
*  Be  not  conformed  to  this  world,"  that  is,  Suffer  not  the 
order  of  things  established  and  fashionable  around  you  to 
override    conscience.      The   cloud    of   witnesses    arrayed   in 
Heb.   xL,   "who  through  faith  subdued  kingdoms,   wrought 
righteousness,  obtained  promises,  stopped  the  mouths  of  lions, 
quenched  the  power  of  fire,  escaped  the  edge  of  the  sword,  from 
weakness  were  made  strong,  who  had  trial  of  mockings  and 
scourgings,  yea,  moreover,  of  bonds  and  imprisonment, — of 
whom  the  world  was  not  worthy " — what  is  it  but  an  array 
of  nonconforming  worthies?      In  a  word,  all  conscientious 
Christians,  of  whatever  communion,  who  refuse  to  obey  a 
state-established  hierarchy,  in  their  turn  may  thus  be  desig- 
nated.    Our  Roman  Catholic  brethren  are  in  this  country  non- 
conformists to  the  Established  Church ;   the  members  of  the 
English  Establishment  in  turn  are  nonconformists  in  Scotland, 
and  in  relation  to  "  the  Holy  Catholic  Church  of  Rome  "  as  she 
claims  to  be;   while  we  Protestant  Dissenters  are  noncon- 
formists in  relation  to  both  churches. 

The  ancient  town  of  St.  Albans,  now  a  city,  is  distinguished 
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by  a  noble  line  of  Nonconforming  Worthies — sufferers  for  con- 
Line  of  St.  8Cience*  sake,  who  turned  their  backs  upon  the 
Albans  Non-  honours  and  emoluments  of  the  established  religion 
rather  than  acquiesce  in  what  they  believed  to  be 
error.  Each  epoch  in  English  Church  history  has  its  represen- 
tative in  the  city.  True,  indeed,  the  present  Established 
Church  has  been  at  work  here  now  for  more  than  two  cen- 
turies, with  possession  of  the  parish  churches  and  their  tithes, 
with  all  the  vantage  ground  and  prestige  which  a  legalized  and 
endowed  establishment  is  supposed  to  give,  and  with  many 
men  of  piety  and  earnestness  among  its  ministers ;  and  yet,  as 
the  old  Abbey  sits  brooding  over  the  city  like  a  hen  among  her 
chickens,  there  still  are  to  be  found  Nonconformist  churches 
— though  in  back  streets — almost  beneath  the  shadow  of  her 
tower.  Protestant  Dissenters  still  exist,  and  are  likely  so  to 
do,  as  long  as  the  Establishment  is  what  it  is.  And  we  possess 
an  ancestry  of  which  we  are  not  ashamed.  Travelling  back 
through  the  present  century,  we  meet  with  Nonconformist 
ministers,  Congregational  and  Baptist,  whose  lives  are  still 
fragrant  in  the  memory  of  the  older  inhabitants,  whether  con- 
formist or  not.  The  eighteenth  century  had  its  representatives 
here  in  men  of  high  character  and  worth,  among  whom  Dr. 
Samuel  Clark  stands  foremost.  Going  back  to  the  Act  of 
Uniformity  and  Black  Bartholomew  Day,  1662,  St.  Albans 
had  its  ejected  ministers,  who  then  left  their  livings  rather 
than  conform.  During  the  Commonwealth  there  were  men  of 
God  here  who,  while  enjoying  the  protection  of  the  State, 
refused  episcopal  ordination,  and  denied  the  divine  right  of 
episcopacy.  The  Puritans  of  Elizabeth's  reign  were  well  re- 
presented here  by  Sir  Nicholas  and  Lady  Bacon,  and  the 
ministers  under  their  patronage.  The  persecution  of  Pro- 
testants under  the  "bloody  Mary" — sad  conjunction  of  con- 
trasted words,  which  history  has  handed  down — is  marked  in 
St.  Albans  by  the  martyrdom  of  George  Tankerfieldfor  refusing 
to  believe  in  "  the  Real  Presence."  The  time  of  Wyclif  and 
the  Lollards  had  its  St.  Albans  sufferers  in  Church  and  State — 
John  Balle  and  William  Grindecobbe.  And  to  go  still  further 
back,  the  introduction  of  Christianity  into  heathen  Britain  is 
marked  in  our  Calendar  by  Alban  of  Verulam,  the  reputed 
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proto-martyr,  who  has  given  the  city  its  name.     In  the  Roman 
Catholic  calendar  two  persons  named  Alban  appear.   Two  Albans 
Both  are  designated  aairU,  both  are  canonized,  and   cJendar 
both  have  a  day  dedicated  to  their  honour.     These   June  21st- 
two  St.  Albans'  days  moreover  are  close  together ;  June  21st  is 
dedicated  to  one  St.  Alban,  the  very  next  day,  June  22nd,  to  the 
other.     Concerning  the  St  Alban  of  June  21st  nothing  is  with 
certainty  known.   He  is  called  "  St.  Alban  of  Mentz  "  (Mayence), 
and  is  said  to  have  been  martyred  at  Mentz,  no  one  knows 
when;   according  to  Beda,  under   Diocletian,  like  the  other 
Alban,   and   another  writer  says  he   had   been  driven  from 
Philippi,  with  Theonistus  its  bishop,  in  425.     A  third  calls 
him  an  African  bishop  flying  from  Hunneric,  while  many  have 
identified  him  with  the  St.  Alban  of  Britain. 

The  next  day  of  June,  the  22nd,  is  dedicated  to  an  English 
Alban,  also  canonized  as  a  saint.  Verulamium  or  Verulam, 
whose  ruined  walls  we  still  can  trace,  was  in  the  Alban  of 
third  century  an  important  city,  through  which  June  22nd- 
the  great  highway  of  Watling  Street  ran.  Alban  is  repre- 
sented as  a  wealthy  inhabitant  of  this  city,  a  layman  and  a 
heathen,  as  the  Verulamians  still  were.  He  is  also  described 
as  a  citizen  of  Borne,  i.e.,  as  one  possessing,  like  Paul  of  Tarsus, 
the  right  and  privileges  of  Roman  citizenship,  and  hence  the 
couplet — 

"  Here  Alban,  Home,  thy  citizen  renowned, 
With  rosy  grace  of  martyrdom  was  crowned." 

His  conversion  is  said  to  have  occurred  thus :  A  Christian 
preacher  called  Amphibalus,  flying  from  Caerleon  in  Wales,  that 
he  might  avoid  persecution,  came  to  the  house  of  Alban,  who 
received  him,  and  observing  for  some  time  the  strict  and  holy 
life  of  his  guest  and  his  continual  perseverance  therein,  accom- 
panied with  a  fervent  zeal  and  hearty  devotion,  it  made  a 
great  impression  upon  Alban's  heart,  and  raised  an  ardent 
desire  in  him  to  know  the  reasons  of  this  severity  of  life,  and 
the  ground  of  his  religion.  Thus  he  gladly  learnt  the  know- 
kdge  of  the  true  God,  and  was  convinced  that  Jesus  Christ 
was  the  Son  of  God  and  the  Saviour  of  the  world    Herein, 
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adds  Fuller,  our  Saviour  made  good  His  promise,  "He  that 
receiveth  a  righteous  man  in  the  name  of  a  righteous  man, 
shall  receive  a  righteous  man's  reward  "  (Matt.  x.  41) ;  and  the 
shot  of  Amphibalus'  entertainment  was  plentifully  discharged 
in  Alban's  sudden  and  sincere  conversion. 

This  is  the  tradition  put  on  record  first  by  the  Venerable 
Bede  (born  at  Jarrow  in  Durham  673,  died  735),  four  centuries 
after  the  supposed  event ;  and  it  will  perhaps  be  best  at  once 
to  give  in  full  the  story  as  it  is  narrated  by  him,  and  others 
after  him ;  for,  as  Fuller  says,  "  We  count  it  a  thrifty  way  first 
to  glut  the  reader's  belief  with  popish  miracles,  that  so  he 
may  loathe  to  look  or  listen  after  them  in  the  sequel  of  the 
history."  We  thus  give  the  bushel  of  chaff  first,  and  then  we 
shall  try  to  find  the  grain  of  true  wheat  which  is  in  it : — 

"  When  the  judge  of  the  city  was  informed  that  this  clerk 
(for  so  he  was  then  styled)  lodged  in  Alban's  house,  he  sent 
story  told  son*©  soldiers  to  convene  him  before  him ;  but  Alban 
by  Beda,  having  notice  of  it  privately  sent  the  priest  away, 
and  clothing  himself  in  his  habit  (exchanging  clothes 
with  him)  personated  his  guest  and  offered  himself  to  the 
soldiers.  They  bound  and  brought  him  to  the  Pagan  judge  at 
the  time  that  he  was  sacrificing  to  devil  gods  at  his  altar. 
Upon  the  sight  of  Alban  he  was  moved  with  great  rage, 
because  he  had  conveyed  his  guest  away,  and  offered  himself  a 
prisoner  in  his  stead.  He  commanded  to  bring  him  before  the 
images  of  the  devils,  saying :  '  Because  thou  hadst  rather  hide 
and  convey  away  a  rebel  than  deliver  him  to  the  officers,  if 
thou  shalt  refuse  to  worship  these  gods,  thou  shalt  suffer  the 
same  punishment  which  he  should  have  done.'  But  the  holy 
Alban,  though  unbaptized,  affirmed  himself  to  be  a  Christian, 
and  declared  that  he  would  not  sacrifice.  He  also  reproved 
others  for  so  doing.  Then, '  Of  what  family  or  race  are  you  ?  * 
said  the  judge.  '  What  does  it  concern  you,'  answered  Alban, 
'  of  what  stock  I  am  ?  If  you  desire  to  hear  the  truth  of  my 
religion,  be  it  known  unto  you  that  I  am  a  Christian,  and 
bound  by  Christian  duties.9  'I  ask  your  name,'  said  the 
judge ;  €  tell  me  it  immediately/  '  I  am  called  Alban  by  my 
parents/  replied  he ;  f and  I  worship  and  adore  the  true  and 
living  God,  who  created  all  things/    Then  the  judge,  inflamed 
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with  anger,  said,  *  If  you  will  enjoy  the  happiness  of  eternal 
life,  offer  sacrifice  to  the  great  gods.'    Alban  rejoined, '  These 
sacrifices  are  of  no  avail,'  and  thereupon  he  was  condemned  to 
most  cruel  torments.     The  judge  commanded  the  tormentors 
to  whip  the  holy  confessor  of  God,  fancying  that  stripes  might 
overcome  the  constancy  of  his  heart.     But  he  conquered  their 
cruelty  by  liis  patience,  and  '  though  they  tortured  their  brains 
to  invent  tortures  for  him/  he  endured  all  patiently,  nay,  joy- 
folly  (immo  gaudenrUer),  for  the  Lord's  sake,  till  rather  weari- 
ness than  their  pity  made  them  desist.     At  length  the  judge, 
finding  this  punishment  could  not  prevail,  commanded  that  his 
head  should  be  severed  from  his  body. 

"  Many  people,  going  to  a  hill  called  Holmhurst,1  the  place 

appointed  for  his  execution,  were  stopped  at  a  bridge  which 

crossed  the  river,  because  the  passage  being  narrow  admitted 

of  very  few  abreast.      The  river,  with  a  most  rapid  course 

(meatu  rapidissimo),  ran  between  the  wall  of  the  town  and  the 

arena  where  he  was  to  be  executed.    Alban,  having  to  follow 

all  the  multitude,  could  not  pass  over  before   evening,  and 

being  covetous  of  a  martyr's  crown  came  to  the  stream,  where, 

lifting  up  his  eyes  to  heaven,  he  prayed  that  the  water  might 

part,  that  the  crowd  of  people  might  pass  through  the  river 

on  dry  ground;  whereupon  'tis  said  the  water  immediately 

stopped,  and   the  multitude  walked  over  like  the  children 

of  Israel  through  the  river  of  Jordan."    The  corrupted  copy  of 

Gildas  calls  this  river  the  Thames.    "  But,"   observes  Fuller 

wittily,  "  if  the  miracle  were  as  far  from  truth  as  the  Thames 

is  from  Verulam,  it  would  be  very  hard  to  bring  them  both 

together/'   "  The  sight  of  this  miracle  so  wrought  upon  him  who 

was  appointed  executioner  that  he  utterly  refused  to  perform 

his  office,  casting  down  the  sword,  which  he  had  carried  ready 

drawn,  and  choosing  rather  to  die  with  Alban  or  for  him  than 

1  The  hill  on  which  the  Abbe}-  stands,  to  be  used  or  commonly  known.     Beda 

Holm-hur*t=Holly  or  Oak-wood.    It  is  describes  it  as  "  five  hundred  paces  from 

thus  named  in  the  "  Gesta"  p.  18) :  "Con-  the  arena,  adorned,  or  rather  clothed,  with 

oravit  Deum  et  ejus  Marturem  all  kinds  of  flowers,  having  its  sides 


a*  ticvt  ipsum  locum  qui  quondam  'Holm-  neither  perpendicular  nor  even  cragj 

harste,'  et  locus,  diceiatur,damnandorum,  but  sloping  down  into  a  most  beaut w 

juxta  situs  Verolamium,  reluti  Mom  Cal-  plain,  worthy  from  its  lovely  appearance 

curiae  juxta  Jerusalem,  dignaretur,"  etc.  to  be  the  scene  of  a  martyr's  sufferings." 

The  name  is  here  probably  borrowed  —Hist.  Eccles.,  Bk.  i.,  c.  vii. 
from  Beda.  and  had  long  before  ceased 
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to  offer  him  any  violence.  Whereupon  another  was  substituted 
in  his  place,  and  he  condemned  to  suffer  the  same  punishment  as 
Alban.  Alban,  decked  with  flowers  and  his  face  adorned  with 
a  natural  comeliness,  came  to  the  top  of  the  hill  distant  five 
hundred  paces  from  the  river.  Being  thirsty  he  desired  some 
water,  and  upon  his  prayer  a  spring  of  water  immediately 
gushed  out  of  the  earth  at  his  feet,  to  the  amazement  of  all 
that  saw  it.  Yet  it  moistened  not  his  executioner's  heart  with 
atiy  pity,  who,  notwithstanding,  struck  off  the  head  of  this  most 
worthy  saint.  At  the  same  instant,  the  eyes  of  the  executioner 
fell  to  the  ground  with  the  head  of  the  martyr,  so  that  he  could 
not  see  the  villainy  he  had  done.  Soon  after,  the  convert- 
executioner,  who  refused  to  put  Alban  to  death,  was  put  to 
death  himself;  *  though  unbaptized  he  entered  the  kingdom  of 
heaven.'"1 

Two  dates  are  named  as  the  time  when  his  martyrdom  took 
place.  According  to  Gildas  2  it  was  in  the  reign  of  the  Roman 
Emperor  Diocletian,  i.e.,  A.D.  304- ;  and  according  to  another 
legend,  which  also  speaks  of  Diocletian,  it  was  in  the  year  286 
(Anglo-Saxon  Chronicle,  Liber  Landavensis).  It  is  further 
related  that  converts  to  the  number  of  888  were  soon  after 
martyred,  and  that  the  persecuted  priest,  Amphibalus,  whose 
life  Alban  had  saved,  was  afterwards  taken  prisoner  in  Wales, 
whither  the  888  citizens  of  Verulam  had  followed  him,  and  had 
been  converted  by  his  preaching.  The  heathen  Verulamians 
brought  Amphibalus  back  and  cruelly  put  him  to  death  at 
Redburne. 

The  touching  story  told  by  the  Venerable  Bede  was  thus 
embellished  by  other  writers  in  the  eighth  and  ninth  centuries, 
Tales  of  and  the  foundation  of  the  monastery  and  abbey  by 
wJo^htat  King  offa  in  793  only  serves  to  identify  the  place 
the  shrine.  wfth  the  tradition.  In  the  annals  of  the  Abbey  by 
the  monks,  stories  are  told  of  miracles  wrought  at  the  tomb 
even  in  Offa's  day.  The  blind  were  made  to  see,  the  deaf  to 
hear,  the  lame  to  walk,  the  dead  brought  to  life.    No  tale  was 

1  See  the  account   in    Hist.   Eccles.,  tions  about  him  into  two.  others  into 

Beda,  L  7,  given  also  by  Fuller,  Chauncey,  four  persons  so  called,  placed  in  the  fifth 

and  others.  and  sixth  centuries.  The  work  attributed 

*  Gildas  is  another  "  saint,"  whose  day  to  him,  "  De  Excidio  Britannia*,"  is  sup- 
is  January  29th.    Some  cut  the  tradi-  posed  to  be  that  of  an  author  of  later  date. 
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too  glaring  for  the  credulity  of  superstition.1    A  youth  accused 
of  homicide     prays   to  St.  Alban,  who  in  answer   makes  his 
flesh  harder  than,  adamant,  that  when  his  eyes  are  about  to  be 
put  out   the   torturers  try  in  vain  to  injure  him.     Sailors  in  a 
storm  pray  to  Alban,  and  though  the  ship  is  wrecked,  the  five 
who  prayed    to   him   are  brought  safe  to  land.     One  Herbert 
Duket,  who    had  opposed  the  possessions  of  St.  Alban,  coming 
by     chance        before      the 
great  altar,  *'  was   stunted 
to  such  a    pigmean    short- 
ness as  hardly  to  retain  the 
dimensions    of   a    monkey, 
whereas  he  was   "before  of 
great  and  elegant  stature." 
But  returning   to   himself, 
and   promising     to    make 
amends  to  the  holy  martyr, 
\\e   was    restored    to    his 
former    height.2       Stories 
again    axe     told     of    the 
carrying    off  of  the  relics, 
Le.,  of  Alban' s   bones,  by 
the  Danes;    and  of  their 
being  sent  to  Ely.     These 
relics  were    an   important 
source  of  income,  hundreds 
of  pilgrims   coming   with 
offerings    for   pardon  and 
cure,  and  they  might  well 
be    coveted.      When   the 
Danes  carried    the   bones 

away,  there  was  great  distress  in  the  town  in  consequence ;  but 
Alban  appears  to  Egwin,  a  monk,  tells  him  where  his  bones 
are,  and  vanishing  leaves  a  sweet  odour  behind  him.  Thus 
they  are  found,  and  when  brought  back  many  with  infirmities 


SHRIKE  OF  ST.  ALBAN  AND  WATCHING  GALLERY. 


1  Beda  indeed  says,  that  in  the  church 
of  St.  Alban,  **  Usque  ad  hancdiem  curatio 
infirmornm  et  frequentiuin  ooeratio  yir- 
rptfTTn  celebrari  non  desinit,"  although  the 
localities  had.  it  should  seem,  been  for- 
gotten before  Offa  built  his  monastery, 


a.d.  793.— See  Beda,  Hist.  Eccles.  i„  fi,  7. 
*  **  Gesta  Abbatum  Monasterii  Sancti 
Albani,"  edited  by  H.  T.  Riley,  i.  86,  119. 
The  surname  Duket  =  Little  Duke,  was 
given  him  per  contrarium  when  he  was 
restored. 
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are  cured,  and  thanksgivings  are  offered  to  God  and  His 
martyr. 

In  the  tenth  century  one  of  the  monks,  Unwona,  finds  a 
book  in  the  wall  with  the  history  of  St.  Alban  written  in 
full.1  It  is  translated .  into  Latin,  the  Latin  is  preserved,  but 
the  original  falls  into  dust, — a  very  significant  and  convenient 
miracle.  The  shrine  begins  to  be  made  about  the  year  1120, 
and  the  body  of  the  saint  is  translated  on  the  2nd  of  August, 
1129,  when  a  gold  circlet  was  found  upon  the  skull.  This  is 
significantly  designated  the  Inventio  sancti  Albani, — inventio 
indeed  in  the  English  sense !  The  left  shoulder-blade,  however, 
was  found  to  be  missing,  which  caused  great  anxiety.  Prayers 
were  offered,  the  saint  appears,  tells  where  his  collar-bone  is — 
somewhere  on  the  Continent — and  it  is  happily  recovered.  The 
3hrine  (that  same  which  Mr.  Chappies  restored  in  1872)  is 
completed  in  1166,  the  bones  of  Alban  are  placed  within  it, 
and  prayers  are  said  at  his  altar  every  day.  As  we  look  upon 
that  shrine  we  may  image  to  ourselves  the  continual  train  of 
Prayers  pilgrims,  of  devotees,  of  the  halt  and  lame,  and  deaf 
offered  to  and  blind,  coming  with  their  offerings  and  their 
prayers,  paying  the  heavy  dues  to  the  ecclesiastics, 
while  they  kneel  in  blind  faith,  the  cunning  monks  looking  on, 
and  the  rattle  of  the  money  in  their  coffers  blending  with  the 
moans  of  the  sufferers'  prayers.  '  Here  is  one  of  the  hymns 
that  was  wont  to  be  chanted : — 

Ave  Proto-martyr  Anglorum, 
Miles  Begin  Angelorum; 
0  Albane,flos  Mcwtyrum* 

Hail !  Proto-martyr  of  the  Angles, 
Soldier  of  the  King  of  Angels, 
0  Albanus,  flower  of  martyrs  ! 

The  heavy  casket  within  was  wont  to  be  carried  in  procession 
on  certain  festivals,  and  whenever  carried,  by  a  miracle  it 
became  marvellously  light.  In  1344  a  little  girl  of  five  fell 
into  a  mill-dam  near  Redburne;   she  was  carried  under  the 

»  Told  by  Matthew  Paris,  "  Vit«  Ab-      Albani,"  quoted  by  Archbishop  Usher, 
batum."  Antiq.,  p.  77,  ed.  fol.  1687. 

*  "Breviar.  Sarisburg.  in   officio   S. 
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wheel,  and  when  the  body  was  recovered  it  was  found  an- 

braised,  though  life  was  extinct.    The  weeping  mother  and  the 

crowd  pray  to  Alban,  and  the  child's  life  is  restored.    John, 

the  twenty-eighth  abbot,  repaired  the  shrine  in  1302,  and  died 

with  the  prayer  upon  his  lips : — 

"  O  glorious  Alban,  whom  I  have  loved  and  sought,  my  best 
guardian !  Defend  me,  O  blessed  Alban,  from  the  punishment 
ofhelL"1 

The  Abbot  Thomas  (1349)  once  drank  by  mistake  putrid 
water ;  but  praying  to  the  saint,  Alban  appeared  in  the  night, 
and  opening  his  stomach  emptied  it  of  the  poison. 2 

These  are  some  of  the  stories  to  be  found  in  the  "  Gesta,  or 
Annals  of  the  Monks  of  St.  Albans/'  calmly  recorded  by  them- 
selves as  facts.  William  of  St.  Albans,  in  the  twelfth  centuiy, 
expanded  more  fully  than  any  before  him  the  biography  of  the 
martyr,  and  he  was  followed  by  many  more.  Mr.  Hardy,  in 
his  "  Descriptive  Catalogue  of  Manuscripts,  relating  to  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,"  names  no  fewer  than  eighty-three  MSS. 
about  St  Alban,  between  the  eleventh  and  the  fifteenth  century. 

The  Reformation  in  England  swept  aside  this  legendary 
rubbish,  and  the  saint  was  neglected  at  least  until  the  last 
twenty  years,  when  a  Guild  of  St.  Alban  has  been  set  up 
within  the  pale  of  the  Established  Church.3  Henry  VIII. 
dissolved  the  monasteries,  and  the  monks  of  St.  Albans  were 
sent  away.  Statutes  were  passed  in  Edward  VL's  and  Eliza- 
beth's reign  ordering  the  defacing  and  removal  of  Changes 
idolatrous  images  and  shrines;  and  most  of  the  ^^fefor^ 
broken  noses  and  whitewashed  walls  in  cathedrals,  mation. 
abbeys,  and  old  churches,  nowadays  laid  to  the  charge  of 
Oliver  Cromwell  and  his  Ironsides,  were  really  the  work  of 
good  Protestants  in  Queen  Elizabeth's  day,  and  in  obedience 
to  the  law  of  the  land.  Then  it  was  that  St.  Alban's  shrine, 
for  centuries  the  object  of  worship,  the  centre  of  superstition, 
and  the  source  of  ecclesiastical  revenue,  was  broken  into  a 
hundred  pieces,  and  built  up  into  the  wall  which,  by  a  happy 
change,  converted  "  the  Lady  Chapel "  into  a  Grammar  School. 
The  latter  half  of  the  nineteenth  century  has  seen  another 

1  Gesta,  ii.  108.  *  Gesta,  ii.  886.  of    St.  Alban,"    and   "The    Canonical 

*  See  "The  Confltitntions  of  the  Guild      Hoars,"  London,  1856—1862. 
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transformation.  The  fragments  scattered  in  obedience  to  the 
law  of  the  Protestant  Edward  and  Elizabeth  have  been  care- 
fully collected  and  skilfully  joined  again,  piece  to  piece,  in 
the  reign  of  our  Queen  Victoria ;  and  now  St.  Alban's  shrine 
may  again  be  seen  in  all  but  its  pristine  completeness. 
Who  can  tell  but  another  century  may  witness  the  troops  of 
devotees,  the  priests  and  monks,  the  prayers  to  the  martyr, 
and  the  marvellous  cures  ?  If  so,  we  may  be  certain  they  will 
be  followed  again  by  a  reaction  stronger  than  before,  which 
will  not  only,  like  Hezekiah  with  the  brazen  serpent,  "  break 
it  in  pieces  "  again,  but,  like  Moses  with  the  golden  calf,  grind 
it  to  powder,  and  make  its  restoration  and  the  re-establish- 
ment of  the  idolatry  and  superstition  it  represents  no  longer 
possible. 

But  now  it  remains  for  us  to  analyse  this  mass  of  legend, 
Residuum  of  laying  aside  what  is  mere  myth,  and  gathering  up 
truth.      what  may  be  received  as  history. 

(1)  That  Alban  was  a  heathen  who  exchanged  clothes 

with  a  priest,  and  was  dragged  to  the  tribunal  in  the 
priest's  cloak ; 

(2)  That  he  miraculously  divided  a  river,  when  the  crowd 

blocked  up  the  bridge ; 

(3)  That  he  brought  up  a  fountain  at  the  place  of  execution 

to  quench  his  thirst ; 

(4)  That  the  intended  executioner  was  converted  and  suf- 

fered with  him ; 

(5)  That  the  actual  executioner's  eyes  dropped  out  at  the 

instant  of  his  beheading  him ; — 

All  this,  to  adopt  the  words  of  Mr.  Haddan,  "  represents  a 
belief  as  old  as  the  seventh  century,  but  is,  of  course,  pure 
fiction,"  without  any  historical  basis  whatever.  So,  too,  the 
entire  story  of  Amphibalus  has  been  invented  probably  out 
of  the  priest's  cloak,  which  Alban  was  said  to  have  worn,  the 
very  name  Amphibalus  being  the  Greek  word  for  cloak. 

As  to  the  persecution  of  Christians  under  Diocletian,  in 
which  it  is  said  Alban  suffered,  it  is  historically  true  that  there 
was  such  a  persecution  in  the  Roman  Empire  at  the  close  of 
this  emperor's  reign,  but  there  is  also  evidence  that  this  perse- 
cution did  not  extend  to  Gaul,  and  Britain  was  in  the  "  Gallic 
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Prefecture."1     As  to  Gildas,  who  is  supposed  to  have  written 
about  a.£>.   560,  the  history  which  bears  his  name  is  of  little 
value  here.     Gildas  says,*  "we  know"  or  "we  guess"  (cog- 
no*cimu8  or  conjicimus :  the  reading  is  doubtful),  that  Alban 
suffered    during  the  Diocletian  persecution,  which  extended 
to   Britain;    but    he    transfers  the   words  of   the  historian 
Eusebius  (whom  he  quotes)  to  Britain,  to  which  Eusebius  him- 
self says    they  did  not  apply.3    For  in  the  west — in  Gaul, 
including  Britain — Eusebius  says  expressly  there  was  no  per- 
secution, because  the  governor  in  this  part  of  the  empire  under 
Diocletian   was  strongly  opposed  to  persecution.     His  name 
was  Constantius,  who,  upon  the  death  of  Diocletian,  became 
Emperor,  who  was'  the  Father  of  Constantine  the  Great,  the 
Christian   Emperor,  and  who  died  in  York,  ad.  306.     This 
Constantius  is  described  as  one  of  the  most  excellent  characters 
among  the  later  Romans,  mild,  prudent,  and  just     Eusebius 
says  he  had  a  marked  preference  for  those  who  were  true  to 
their  religion  and  who  refused  to  sacrifice.     The  Christians 
praised  his  tolerance  and  impartiality.    He  was  called  *xpurna- 
po^pan?,"a  man  of  Christian  disposition/' and  Christianity  spread 
under  his  peaceful  rule.     Thus  we  have  indirect  but  historical 
evidence  against  the  supposed  persecution  in  Britain  under  the 
edict  of  Diocletian,  well  nigh  conclusive  that  the  edict  was  not 
executed  here.    The  statement,  therefore,  that  Alban  suffered 
under  the  Diocletian  persecution  lacks  evidence  to  support  it, 
though  it  is  possible  a  martyrdom  took  place  in  spite  of  the 
tolerant  Constantius. 

Still  there  remains  the  fact  of  this  mention  of  Alban  by  the 
writer  called  Gildas  (560),  and  by  the  Venerable  Bede  (731), 
and  of  Alban  as  a  martyr ;  and  it  is  a  stubborn  fact  that  sixty- 
two  years  after  Bede  (793)  King  Offa  founded  an  abbey  or 
monastery  on  the  spot  where  Alban  was  said  to  have  suffered. 
We  have,  moreover,  another  and  earlier  witness  to  the  tra- 
dition. A  presbyter  of  Lyons,  also  named  Constan- 
tius, wrote  in  the  filth  century  (473-492)  a  life  of  testSnonyof 
St.  Germanus,  bishop  of  Auxerre,  who  came  to  Britain  ^onrtaSiuT 
on  a  mission  against  Felagius.  Presbyter  Constantius 

1  Neander,  L  215,  ed.  Bohn.  3  See  Hnddan    and   Stubbs,  Councils 

*  Gildas  :  u  De  excidio  Britannia,"  re-       and  Eccles.  Doc.  relating  to  Great  Britain 
ceosait  J.  Stephenson,  p.  17.  and  Ireland,  i.  6. 
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tells  us  that  this  Germanus,  "having  executed  his  mission 
and  crushed  the  heresy  of  the  Pelagians,  visited  the  tomb  of 
the  martyr,  the  blessed  Alban,  bringing  with  him  relics  of  all 
the  apostles  and  of  other  martyrs.  That  after  prayer  he 
ordered  the  tomb  to  be  opened,  and  deposited  these  relics  in 
it ;  that  then  he  took  from  the  spot  where  the  martyr's  blood 
had  been  shed  a  mass  of  dust,  intending  to  carry  it  away; 
when  suddenly  the  martyr's  blood  appeared  in  it,  the  soil 
growing  red  at  the  slaughter  of  the  martyrs  just  as  the 
persecutor  grows  pale."1 

There  is  legend  here  also,  but  the  record  nevertheless  is 
important  as  bringing  the  tradition  of  the  death  of  Alban  as  a 
martyr  back  to  within  a  hundred  and  forty  years  of  the  sup- 
posed martyr's  death.  It  is  thus  certain  that  one  hundred 
and  forty-four  years  after  the  earliest  date  assigned  to  Alban's 
martyrdom,  or  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  years  after  the 
latest  date,  Germanus  visited  his  relics  in  Britain ;  and  it  is 
to  be  presumed  this  was  at  Verulamium,  though  this  place  is 
not  named. 

This,  therefore,  is  the  residue  of  fact  supporting  our  belief 
that  there  was  such  a  person  as  Alban  of  Verulam,  who  suffered 
martyrdom  about  the  end  of  the  third  century.  The  able 
Mr.  Haddan  begins  his  article  on  Alban3  thus  guardedly : '  The 
proto-martyr  of  Britain,  if  ever  he  existed  (and  the  doubt  may 
at  least  serve  to  signalize  the  remarkable  paucity  of  martyrs  in 
the  several  conversions  of  these  islands),  was  martyred  probably 
at  Verulam  in  the  time  of  Diocletian,  and  if  so,  AJ).  304." 

"  If  ever  he  existed,"  and  if  he  was  a  martyr,  Alban  stands 

out  in  history  a  noble  example  of  steadfastness  to  Christ. 

Whatever  be  the  uncertainty  as  to  time  and  place, 

protc*martyr  so  distinct  and  widespread  a  tradition  must  have 

honour  °f      ^ad  some  basis  °^  ^acfc-     ^e  may  doubt  concerning 

Alban,  but  we  cannot  doubt  the  fact  that  Britain 

1  Constantius  "  Vita  Germani,"  i.  25?  munera  condituras.  .  .  Quibus  depositis 

"Compressaitaqueperversitatedamnabib.  honorifice,  atque  sociatis,  de  loco  ipso, 

(so.  of  the  Pelagians  in  Britain,  a.d.  429)  ubi  beati  martyr  is  effusus  fuerat  sanguis, 

sacerdotes   ad  B.  Albanum  martyrem,  massam  pulveris  secum  portaturus  ab- 

auctori  Deo  per  ipsum  gratias  acturi,  stulit ;  in  qua  apparebat,  cruore  servato, 

properabant    ubi    Germanus,    omnium  rubere    martyrum   csedem,    persecutore 

Apostolorum  divereo  rumque  martyrum  pallente." — See  Haddon  and  Stubbs,  i.  5. 

relicjuias  secum  habens,  facta  o  rati  one  2  Dr.  W.  Smith's  "  Dictionary  of  Chris- 

jussit  revelli  sepulchrum,  pretiosa  ibidem  tian  Biography.' 
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had  her  proto-martyr  for  the  sake  of  Christ.     The  early  Chris- 
tians in  other  lands  were  persecuted  by  their  heathen  country- 
men even  unto  death.     Christianity  was  brought  to  our  shores 
very  early,  early  in  the  second  century  if  not  in  the  first,  and 
the  Britons  very  generally  embraced  it.     Still  there  were  among 
them  men  strong  in  their  hatred  of  the  new  faith,  although  but 
few  Christians  were  martyred  by  them.    Christianity  had  its 
proto-martyr  in  Britain,  whether  his  true  name  has  come  down 
to  us  or  not     "  When  persecution  comes,"  says  Fuller,  "  every 
man  is  off;  but  when  the  storm  is  over,  many  places  put  in 
claim  to  the  credit  of  it.     It  is  hard  for  men  to  suffer  martyrdom, 
and  easy  for  their  posterity  to  boast  of  their  ancestors'  Buf- 
ferings."    Let  us  be  thankful  that  our  forefathers  in  this  land 
had  grace  and  strength  to  follow  Christ  even  to  prison  and  to 
death  in  the  face  of  the  State  Establishment.     The  blood  of  the 
martyrs  is  the  seed  of  the  Church.     It  is  to  them  we  owe  it 
that  the  light  of  the  Gospel  shines  in  our  land,  and  that  its 
message  of  love  is  proclaimed  through  its  length  and  breadth. 
We  dare  not  affirm  positively  that  Alban  of  Verulam  was  the 
proto-martyr  of  Britain ;  but  the  proto-martyr  of  Britain,  who- 
ever he  was,  deserves  our  admiration  and  gratitude.     By  death 
he  gained  a  victory,  the  fruits  of  which  we  enjoy.     In  his  death 
the  martyr  puts  his  seal  to  the  Christian  religion,  and  gives  us 
a  new  argument  for  its  truth.     He  forfeits  his  life  rather  than 
deny  his  Saviour  and  King.     We  in  the  nineteenth  century  still 
reap  the   fruits    of  his  courage  and  faith.     Tradition  gives 
Hertfordshire  the  honour  of  his  birth,  and  St.  Albans  the  glory 
of  his  martyrdom. 
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II. 


JOHN   BALLE,  THE   LOLLARD  MARTYR. 


A  t tte h  a  felloic 
yuan    Mrf  •f'rfh,fbP  it  U  iWt 


THOMAS  FULLER,  at  the  outset  of 
his   tli arch  history,  puts  side  by 
side  twt*  texts  of  Scripture  thus: — 


Hebrews  xL  38. 

"Of  whom  tlte   forld  wes 
not  worthy," 


JOHW  BALLE,   THE   LOLLABD,   PBEACHIHO. 


saying  that  here  heaven 
and      hell,     mercy     and 
malice,  God's  Spirit  and 
man's  spirit,  come  to  the 
same  conclusion  from  op- 
posite premises.     Wicked 
men  think  the  world  too 
^  good,  God  knows   it  too 
bad,  for  His  servants  to 
live    in.      And    he    adds, 
"  We  need  not  wonder  that  good  men  die  so  soon, 
but  that  they  live  so  long,  seeing  wicked  men 
desire   their  room  here  on  earth,  and  God  their 
company  in  heaven." 

Regarding  the  man  whose  life,  and  death,  and  character  is 
the  theme  of  the  present  chapter,  the  verdict  of  the  strong, 
the  wealthy,  the  rulers  of  his  day,  the  hierarchy  of  the  then 
Established  Church  of  this  country,  bishops,  priests,  abbots, 
monks,  was  almost  unanimously  that  of  the  Jerusalem  Jews 

1  Taken  from  an  MS.  of  Froissart's  in    whose    churchyard    are    three    tall 

Chronicle,    in     the     Bibliotheque     Im-  crosses.     Balle  is   preaching  from    the 

periale  at  Paris.    The  whole  picture  is  pulpit  of  his  saddle  to  the  crowd  who 

interesting ;  the  background  is  a  church,  occupy  the  left  side  of  the  picture. 


Contrasted 
verdicts 
concerning 
Balle. 
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against  the  Apostle  Paul,  "  Away  with  such  a  fellow  from  the 
earth,  for  it  is  not  fit  that  he  should  live."    The  threat  was 
carried  out  in  the  case  of  John  Balle,  he  was  refused  the  right 
of  Englishmen  even  in  his  day — trial  by  jwry ;   he  was  con- 
demned as  a  malefactor  guilty  of  "  the  vilest  crimes ;"  and  he 
was  harried  out  of  the  world  upon  a  gallows  under  the  shadow 
of  St.  Albans  Abbey,  the  ecclesiastics  consenting  to  his  death. 
And  this  is  for  the  most  part  the  judgment  as  summarily 
passed  upon  him  by  those  nowadays  who  know  anything 
about  him.     Many  hardly  know  so  much  as  his  name,  and 
most  who  do  carelessly  rank  him  side  by  side  with  Wat  Tyler 
and  Jack  Straw,  charge  upon  him  the  excesses  of  the  peasants' 
revolt,  and  even  the  murder  of  the  Archbishop  upon  Tower 
Hill,  for  which  Wat  Tyler  and  Jack  Straw  had  already  been 
executed.     They  dismiss  him  with  the  epithets,  "Mad  priest 
of  Kent,"  "  demagogue,"  "  traitor,"  and  virtually  echo  the  cry, 
*  Away  with  such  a  fellow  from  the  earth,  for  it  is  not  fit  that 
he  should  live." 

But  among  the  poor,  the  weak,  the  down-trodden  and 
oppressed  people  of  England  in  his  time,  there  were  many 
hearts  that  beat  in  sympathy  with  John  Balle ;  hearts  into 
which  the  iron  had  sunk,  but  which  had  been  enlightened  and 
comforted  by  the  light  of  Scripture,  and  the  hope  of  the  Gospel. 
Many  a  sigh  was  heaved,  many  a  tear  shed,  in  many  a  poor 
home  in  England,  when  the  news  reached  it  that  John 
Balle,  the  Lollard  preacher,  and  the  people's  friend,  was 
hanged.  The  verdict  of  thousands  in  city  and  in  hamlet  con- 
cerning him  was  that  of  the  inspired  author  of  the  Epistle  to 
the  Hebrews  concerning  the  cloud  of  witnesses — "Of  whom 
the  world  was  not  worthy."  And  this  is  the  verdict  to  which 
a  closer  examination  of  the  history  leads  us.  We  shall  find 
that  John  Balle,  the  patriot  of  Blackheath,  must  also  be  ranked 
among  the  Nonconforming  Worthies  of  St.  Albans,  as  not  only 
the  patriot,  but  the  Lollard  martyr. 

The  name  Lollard,  like  the  name  Christian,  was  in  its 
origin  a  nickname.     It  was  invented  by  the  enemies   0ri  .  of 
of  those  who  bore  it — it  was  not  in  the  first  instance  the  name 
used  by  themselves.     Some  derive  it  from  lollen, 
to  loiter,  as  if  denoting  an  idle  life;  others  from  lullen,  to 

2 
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svng  to  sleep,  on  account  of  their  hymns.  This  is  the  most 
probable  derivation.1  Others,  again,  think  it  was  coined  from 
the  Latin  by  the  priests.  Lolium  in  Latin  means  tares,  and 
in  the  writings  of  the  day  this  explanation  of  or  play  upon  the 
word  is  often  referred  to.     Thus  Chaucer  writes : — 

"  This  Lollard  here  would  preach  us  somewhat, 
He  would  sow  some  difficulty, 
Or  sprinkle  cockle  in  our  clean  corn," 

the  "clean  corn"  being  the  doctrine  of  the  Church  of -Rome, 
the  "  cockle,"  or  "  tares,"  the  teaching  of  the  Lollards.  They 
were  also  called  "the  lay  party,"  and  "Bible-men,"  names 
which  expressed  their  status  and  their  Book.  They  were  the 
forerunners  and  followers  of  John  Wyclif,  the  translator  of  the 
New  Testament  into  English,  and  the  morning  star  of  the 
Reformation  in  England.  They  maintained  that  no  govern- 
ance is  to  be  held  by  Christian  men  the  appointment  of  God 
unless  it  be  grounded  in  Holy  Scripture.  Their  question  con- 
tinually was,  Where  groundest  thou  it  in  the  New  Testament  ? 
and  they  appealed  in  support  of  this  to  Matt.  xxii.  29,  "  Ye  do 
err,  not  knowing  the  Scriptures,"  and  to  John  v.  39,  "  Search 
the  Scriptures."  They  believed  that  every  Christian  man  or 
woman  meek  in  spirit  can  understand  Scripture,  referring  to 
Isaiah  lxvi.,  "  To  whom  shall  I  look  but  to  a  little  poor  man, 
broken  in  heart  and  trembling  at  my  words  ? "  And  further, 
Doctrines  of  that  when  Scripture  was  plain  they  should  turn 
the  Lollards.  away  frDm  any  arguing  of  priests  to  the  contrary  : 
"  See  that  no  man  beguile  you  by  philosophy  and  vain  deceit 
after  the  traditions  of  men."  They  objected  to  the  setting-up 
of  images  in  churches,  to  the  adoration  of  images,  and  to  pil- 
grimages to  shrines.  They  held  that  images  are  forbidden  by 
the  second  commandment,  and  by  Christ's  words  to  the  woman 
of  Samaria  (John  iv.  23, 24).  They  affirmed  that  "  Each  living 
man  who  is  a  Christian  is  a  truer  and  better  image  of  Christ, 
or  of  any  saint,  than  any  stock  or  stone  graven  by  art  and 

1  The  name  was  first  used  in  the  significat  submissa  voce  canere ;  Lollhard 
Netherlands  1348,  and  applied  to  them  est  cantator,  homo  qui  saepe  ac  frequen- 
as  they  appeared  in  1309,  Lollardi  site       tercantat." — Martini,  App.  I.  to  Mosheim, 


Deum  JauaafUes.  The  derivation  from  Be  Beghardis,  p.  583.  They  were  also 
Walter  Lollhard,  though  such  a  person  called  in  England  Bible-men,  a  noble 
existed  is  fabulous.    "  Lollen  sive  lullen       title !    See  Herzog,  Real-encycl„  s.v. 
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covered  witli  gold   or  paint."     They  said  that  "Since   the 

Church  waxed  in  dignities  it  decreased  in  virtues,  and  vices 

grew   into   the  clergy  thicker  than  before — pride,  ambition, 

gluttony,  lechery,  covetousness,  and  simony."     They  objected 

to  the  government  of  the  Church   by  bishops,  archbishops, 

patriarchs,  and  the  pope,  and  would  have  no  other  orders  but 

the  Scripture  ones  of  presbyters  or  bishops,  and  deacons.     In 

a  word,  the  central  doctrine  of  the  Lollards  was  the  paramount 

authority  of  the  Bible,  and  the  right  of  the  people  to  read  it 

for  themselves.    The  Bible  has  ever  been  the  people's  charter 

of  civil  and  religious  liberty ;   and   it  was  Wyclif  and  the 

Lollards  who  first  wrenched  it    out  of  the   hands   of  the 

Church,  and  translated  it  out  of  the   dead  Latin  into  the 

vulgar  tongue. 

This  was  the  head  and  front  of  Wyclif 's  offending.  They 
charged  him  with  "devising  a  plan  of  translating  the  Holy 
Scriptures  into  the  mother  tongue."  Christ,  they  said,  gave 
the  Gospel  to  the  clergy,  whereas  Wyclif  turned  it  into 
English,  gave  it  to  the  common  people,  and  even  women  who 
could  read  could  use  it:  thus,  "the  pearl  was  now  thrown 
before  swine."  Wyclif  replied,  "  Worldly  priests  cry  out  that 
Holy  Scripture  in  the  English  tongue  would  set 
Christians  by  the  ears  and  drive  subjects  to  re- 
bellion. Woe's  me !  how  can  they  more  manifestly  blaspheme 
God,  the  Author  of  peace,  and  His  holy  law,  which  everywhere 
teaches  humility,  patience,  and  brotherly  love  ?  O  Jesus 
Christ,  Thou  who  didst  suffer  death  to  establish  Thy  law  and 
to  redeem  souls,  put  a  stop  to  these  blasphemies  of  Antichrist 
and  worldly  priests.  Help  that  Thy  holy  Gospel  may  be 
known  and  held  fast  by  Thy  simple  brethren,  and  cause 
them  to  grow  in  faith  and  hope,  in  love  and  humility  and 
patience,  and  with  joy  to  suffer  death  for  Thee  and  for  Thy 
law.     Amen.     Lord  Jesu,  for  Thy  mercy  sake!"1 

With  the  English  New  Testament  in  their  hands,  the  record 

of  the  Word  of  Christ,  the  English  people  soon  found  out  the 

errors  and  superstitions  of  the  Church,  and   above  all   the 

figment  of  the  sacerdotal  power  in  the  sacraments.     Hence 

>  Lechler's  "  Life  of  Wyclif,"  i.  339. 
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Walsingham,  the  St.  Albans  monk,  sums  up  the  doctrines  of 
the  Lollards  thus  i1 — "  About  this  time  the  Lollards  taught  exe- 
crable conclusions,  which  are  these : — That  the  so-called  seven 
sacraments  are  only  dead  signs,  and  are  of  no  avail  in  the 
form  wherein  the  Church  now  adopts  them.  That  celibacy 
of  the  clergy  is  an  error  to  be  condemned.  That  the  so-called 
sacrifice  of  the  altar,  i.e.  the  mass,  is  an  unscriptural  super- 
stition ;  that  saints'  days  are  not  binding,  the  Lord's  day  being 
the  one  Divine  Institution.  Also  they  opposed  the  dogma  of 
purgatory. "  These  were  some  of  the  lolia,  zizania,  or  tares, 
which  the  Lollards  sowed  among  the  wheat.  And  they  had 
many  preachers,  and  circulated  many  tracts.  Walsingham 
(ii.  217)  tells  us  that  "their  tracts  were  distributed  in  certain 
towns,  poisonous  tracts  touching  almost  all  ecclesiastical  posi- 
tions, and  circulated  in  almost  every  large  house  or  inn,  in  the 
towns  of  St.  Albans,  Northampton,  Reading,  no  one  knowing 
their  author." 

Now  among  these  Lollards  we  have  the  clearest  evidence 
that  John  Balle  was  one  of  the  earliest  preachers.  He  had 
JohnBaiie  ^)een  brought  up  for  the  Church,  and  had  been 
a  Lollard  ordained  priest  Walsingham  expressly  calls  him 
pieac  er.  ^rea&yfer;*  Netter  designates  him  sacerdos?  and 
says  that  he  was  "  the  beloved  follower  of  Wyclif."  He  tells 
us,  moreover,  that  when  condemned  to  death  in  1381,  Balle 
publicly  confessed  that  "he  had  been  for  two  years  the 
disciple  of  Wyclif,  and  had  learned  from  him  the  so-called 
heresies  which  he  taught."  He  maintained  the  right  of  the 
people  to  the  Bible.  He  circulated  Wyclif  s  New  Testament 
and  the  Lollard  tracts.  He  preached  the  heresy  which  was 
propounded  by  Wyclif  concerning  the  sacrament  of  the  altar. 
He  also  said  that  there  were  certain  followers  of  Wyclifs 
sect  who  had  conspired,  formed  a  confederacy,  to  itinerate 
throughout  England,  preaching  Wyclifs  doctrines;  and  that 
all  England  was  adopting  these  doctrines.4 

It  is  difficult  to  fix  exactly  the  date  of  John  Balle's  connec- 
ts connection  ti<>n  "with  Wyclif.  Wyclif  was  born  at  Spresswell,  in 
with  wyclif.    Richmond,   Yorkshire,  about  the  year   1324.     He 

>"Hi8toria  Anglicana,"  ed.  Riley,  ii.  3  Fasciculi  Zizaniorum,  edited  by  Shir- 

252.  ley,  p.  273. 

2  Hist  Ang.,  ii  32.  «  Ibid,,  p.  274. 
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was  scholar  in  Balliol  College,  Oxford,  then  seneschal  of 
Merton,  and  in  1361  Master  of  Balliol.  Now  Walsingham  tells 
us  that  John  Balle,  when  he  suffered  (1381),  had  been  a  Lollard 
preacher  for  twenty  years  and  more  (Hie  per  viginti  annos, 
et  amplius,  prcedicans  in  diver&is  lods),  and  this  term  of 
twenty  years  would  just  bring  us  to  the  date  of  Wyclifs 
mastership  at  Balliol,  1361.  Then  it  was  (according  to  Wal- 
singham) that  John  Balle  drank  in  from  John  Wyclif  his 
Protestant  belief  regarding  the  Bible  and  the  Sacraments ;  and 
from  that  time  forward  he  became  one  of  the  chief  "  itinerant 
preachers  of  Christ's  Gospel,"  or  as  the  bishops  of  the  time 
would  put  it,  "  he  was  a  vagabond  preacher  of  scandalous  and 
noxious  heresies." 

Some,  however,  consider  that  John  Balle  should  be  placed 
before  Wyclif.  The  evidence  turns  upon  the  date  assigned 
to  Wyclifs  appearance  as  a  reformer.  According  Probably 
to  W.  W.  Shirley,1  the  commencement  of  Wyclifs**101*^01* 
career  as  a  reformer  was  about  the  year  1363,  and  if  so,  John 
Balle  was  probably  before  Wyclif,  for  at  that  date  Balle  was 
already  preaching  Lollard  "  heresies "  as  vicar  of  Bocking,  in 
Essex.  Neander8  says  of  him,  "He  was  not  first  aroused  by 
Wyclifs  influence,  for  before  Wyclif  came  upon  the  public 
stage  Balle  had  already  created  a  sensation  by  his  preaching;" 
and  his  authority  for  this  is  Henry  Knighton,  who  says  that  as 
John  the  Baptist  was  the  forerunner  of  Christ,  so  John  Balle 
was  the  precursor  of  Wyclif,  preparing  his  way  by  his  teaching, 
and  disturbing  many  by  his  doctrine.8  Knighton  says,  con- 
cerning Balle's  preaching :  "  He  was  esteemed  a  most  famous 
preacher  by  the  laity,  and  for  a  considerable  period  had  sown 
the  Word  of  God ;  but  mixing  tares  with  the  wheat  (lolivm 
cum  tritico  immiscendo),  pleasing  the  laity  too  much,  and 
introducing  many  errors."  Knighton  was  an  enemy  to  Balle's 
teachings,  yet  even  he  thus  acknowledges  that  he  sowed  wheat 
as  well  as  tares.4    So  close  is  the  similarity  between  John 

1  Introduction  to  Natter's  "Fasciculi  sua  ut  dicitnr  perturbavit." — Ttoysdm, 

Zizaniorum,"  pp.  xvi— xriii.  "  Hist.  Angl.  SS  *  2644. 

*  History  in  Clark's  Lib.,  vol.  ix.,  p.  4  He  adds,  "Multis  annis  provinciam 

215.  sic  obnubuiavit,  ob  quam  causam  a  clero 

3  u  Hie  habuit  prseenrsorem  Johannem  fuerat   auditns   et   de   jure   cony  ictus, 

Balle  veluti  Ghristns  Johannem  Baptis*  atque  in  eodem  carcere  (at  Paydestoke) 

tarn,  qui  vias  snas  in  talibus  opinionibus  pro  sno  perpetuo  mancipatos  et  adjudi- 

pneparaYit,  et  plnrimos  quoque  doctrina  catns." — Twytden,  2634. 
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Balle's  quaint  lines  and  the  poem  of  "  Piers  Ploughman/1  that 
if  he  was  not  the  author  he  must  have  known  the  work  right 
well.  We  should,  perhaps,  be  nearer  the  facts  of  the  case  if 
we  described  him  as  the  disciple  of  "  Piers  Ploughman." 

So  effective  was  the  preaching  of  "  Piers  Ploughman,"  Balle, 
and  other  Lollard  "  vagabonds/'  that  in  the  year  1366  Simon 
Langham,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  issued  a  mandate  against 
them,  saying  that  "  serious  complaints  of  many  have  reached  us, 
that  some  of  the  inferior  clergy  and  mendicant  brothers  preach 
openly  without  proper  license/'  and  ordering  the  clergy  not  to 
Mandate  admit  them  to  their  pulpits,  nor  allow  the  people  to 
against  Baiie,  go  to  hear  them.  The  same  archbishop  issued  in  the 
same  year  a  mandate  against  John  Balle  in  par- 
ticular, representing  him  as  one  of  the  most  prominent  of  these 
Lollard  "  vagabonds/'    It  is  as  follows : — 

"  It  has  come  to  our  hearing  by  public  report  that  a  certain 
John  Balle,  professing  to  be  a  presbyter  under  our  juris- 
diction, preaches  many  scandalous  errors  to  the  injury  both 
of  his  own  soul  and  of  the  souls  of  those  who  favour  him,  and 
to  the  manifest  scandal  of  the  Church.  We  therefore  solemnly 
charge  and  enjoin  you  to  warn  each  and  all,  and  peremptorily 
to  command  them  not  to  dare  to  attend  the  preaching  of  the 
said  John,  under  pain  of  excommunication.  Also  that  you 
cite,  or  cause  to  be  cited,  before  me  the  said  John  Balle,  that 
he  may  in  person  answer  certain  articles  and  questions  con- 
cerning the  correction  and  safety  of  his  souL"1 

1  Alind  ejusdem  contra  Jo.  Balle,  ct  tenus  omnes  et  singulos  dicti  decanatus 

sibi  adhaerentes  ad  comparendnm.  nostras  jurisdiction  is  subject  os  in  forma 

Ex.  Beg.  Langham,  fol.  52a.  juris   efficacitur   moneatis,  et   vestrum 

"Simon,   etc.,    decano    de    Bockyng  quilibet,   qnatenus   ad    ipsum    attinet, 

nostra  jurisdiction  is  immediate,  omni-  moneat   cum  effectu;   eis  peremptorie 

busque   aliis  et  singulis  rectoribus,  vi-  inhibendo,  ne  quis  eorum  pnedicationi- 

cariis,  et  capellianis  parochialibus  dicti  bus  dicti  Johannis  interesse  proesumat, 

decanatus   salutem,    etc.    Ad    nostrum  sub  poena  excommunicationis  majoris  in 

pervenit  anditum,  fama  publica  refer-  omnes  hujusmodi  monitionibus  canonioe 

ente,  quod  quidem  Johanhes   Balle  non  parentes,  mora  et  culpa  eorum  pre- 

presbyterum  se  pretendens,  infra  juris-  cendentibus,    incurrere    volumus    ipso 

dictionem   nostram    prsdictam    multi-  facto.      Beclamantes   vero   seu   delin- 

plices  errores  et  scandala  praedicet,  tarn  quentes,  si  quos  inveneritis,  vel  vestrum 

in  animffi  suss  et  ipsius  in   hac  parte  aliquis  invenerit  in   hac   parte,  citetis 

fautorum  animarum  salutis  dispendium,  eosdem  ceu  citari  faciatis  peremptorie, 

quam   universalis   eoclesias    scandalum  quod  compareant   coram   nobis  aliauo 

manifestum.       Nos    verum    hujusmodi  certo   die   juridico,  quern   eis   videntis 

absque  nostras  conscientiae  laesione  tole-  praefigendum,  ubicunque  in  nostris  civi- 

rare  salubritur  non  volentes,  vobis  con-  tate   dioce.   aut   provincia  Cant,   tunc 

junctim    et    divisim    committimus    et  fuerimus,  etc.   Citetis  insuper,  seu  citari 

mandamus,  firmiter   injungentes,   qua-  faciatis  peremptorie  dictum  Johannem 
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This  mandate  of  Simon  Langham,  the  Archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury, against  John  Balle,  is  dated  in  the  year  1366,  showing 
that  already  he  was  a  preacher  of  weight  and  influence  among 
the  Lollards.  It  is  addressed  to  the  Dean  of  Booking  in  Essex, 
Edmund  de  Bockingham,  who  in  that  very  year  1366  was 
appointed  by  the  archbishop  in  place  of  John  Glasne,  and  who 
was  also  made  rector  of  Bocking,  seemingly  to  oppose  Balle.1 
They  did  not  succeed,  however,  in  laying  hold  upon  him  for 
some  years;  because  ten  years  after  this,  in  December  1370, 
we  find  an  intimation  from  the  archbishop  to  the  Arcnbish 
king  "  for  the  capture  of  the  body  of  John  Balle,  demands  his 
presbyter  of  the  diocese  of  Norwich,  and  excom-  ^p11^ 
municating  him."2  In  all  this  it  is  clear  that  John  Balle 
was  the  object  of  episcopal  jurisdiction  and  ecclesiastical 
attack,  and  that  the  charge  against  him  was  heresy.  We 
next  find  in  Wilkins  ("Concilia,"  iii.  152)  a  denunciation 
against  John  BaUe  by  another  Archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
Simon  Sudbury,  and  bearing  date  April  26th,  1381.  It  is  as 
follows : — 

"Simon,  etc.,  to  our  beloved  sons,  our  commissioner,  our 
archdeacon,  to  all  rectors,  vicars,  curates,  sendeth  greeting. 
Care  of  the  Lord's  flock   compels  us  to  see  lest  Denounoed 
through  ignorance  of  the  poison  of  error,  and  led  by  Arch- 
astray  by  the  error  of  some  false  prophet,  they  buryJ*Aprii 
should  rush  headlong  to  ruin  and  their  blood  be   168L 
required  at  our  hand,  etc.     It  has  come  to  our  ears  that  a 
certain  schismatic,  Sir  John  Balle,8  calling  himself  a  presbyter, 
as  if  he  were  chief  of  preachers,  usurps  the  office  of  preaching 
in  the  face  of  the  Apostle's  word,  'How  shall  they  preach 
except  they  be  sent  V  and  against  the  authority  of  the  apostolic 
See.    Our  predecessor,  Sir  Simon  Islip,  publicly  excommuni- 

Ballb,   quod    compareat   personaliter  patentee,  vel  certificet  ille  vestrum  per 

coram  nobis  aliquo  certo  die  juridico  suae,  harum  seriem  et  citatorum  hujos- 

quem  sibi  videritifl  praefigendum,  super  modi  nomina  et  cognomina  continentes. 

oertis  articulis  et  interrogatoriia  correc-  Dat.    ut   supra,   Anno    Christi,    1866." 

tionem  et  salutem  animse  bus  tangen-  — Wilkins,  Concilia,  iii.  64,  65. 

tibus,  ex  officio  nostra  eidem  objiciendis,  >  See  Newcourt,  "  Bepertorium,"  i.  67, 

responsurum,  et  de  veritate  dicenda,  si  69. 

opporteat,   personaliter    juraturum    et  9  Ducarel's    Index,    Add.  MSS.  B.M. 

jnri   in   omnibus   pariturum.    Et  quid  6071. 

feceritis  in  proemissis,  certincetis  nobis  *  The  title  Sir  used  in  that  day  to  be 

dictifl  die  et   loco   per   litems   vestras  given  to  priests  as  Reverend  is  now. 
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cated  the  said  vagabond,  John  Balle,  on  account  of  the  errors 
and  schisms  disseminated  by  him,  from  which  excommunication, 
he  has  never  obtained,  nor  cared  to  obtain,  absolution.    But, 
now,  like  a  fox  escaping  the  snares  of  the  hunter,  he  comes 
into  our  diocese,  and  sometimes  in  churches  and  churchyards, 
sometimes  in  the  marketplaces  and  public  streets,  and  in  other 
places,  he  pleases  the  ears  of  the  laity  by  profane  epithets  and 
reproaches  against  us  and  other  prelates  and  ecclesiastics ;  and 
worse  still,  turning  his  mouth  heavenwards,  he  utters  errors 
detestable  to  pious  ears,  against  the  highest  Pontiff,  the  Pope 
himself.    We  therefore  order  and  enjoin  you,  by  virtue  of  the 
obedience  you  owe  to  us,  publicly  in  your  churches  to  denounce 
the  said  John  Balle — whom  we  reckon  not  presbyter  but 
schismatic  and  apostate — as  excommunicated;  forbidding  all 
to  give  any  ear  to  the  said  John  Balle,  or  to  dare  to  assist  or 
favour  him  by  any  help  or  counsel,  upon  pain  of  excommuni- 
cation which  we  hereby  pronounce.     We  reserve  to  ourselves 
the  power  of  absolution  in  the  case  of  those  in  any  way  in- 
curring this  our  sentence.      Given  at  Lambeth  26th  April, 
AJ).  1381,  and  in  the  sixth  year  of  our  translation." l 

i"  Denunciatio   contra    Joh.  Balle   ab  publico  vel  privatim  praedicationis  offi- 

archiepiscopo  Cantuar.  facta.     Ex  cium  uaurpare   prsesumpserint,  eicom- 

reg.    Sudbury,  fol.  75  b.  municationis  sunt  vinculo  innodandi,  et, 

"  Simon,  etc.    Dilectis  filiis  commis-  nisi  quam  citius  recipuerint,  alia  com- 

sario  nostro  Cantuar.  generali  ac  archi-  petenti     poena     plectentur.       Harum 

diaconi   nostri    Cant,   officiali,   necnon  siquiden  sanctionuin  auctoritate  preede- 

omnibus  et  singulis  rectoribus,  vicariis,  cessor     noeter     recollend®      memorise, 

et  eorum  loca  tenentibua,  ac  capellianis  dominus  Simon  Islip,  dudum  archiepis- 

curatis  et  non  curatis,  per  nostras  civi-  copus    Cant,   prsedictnm    vagabundum 

tatem.  dioec,  et  jurisdictiones  nostras  Johannem  Balls,  propter  errores  et 

immediatae  ubilibet  constitutas,  salutem,  schismata  per  eum  seminata,  publico  ex- 

gratiam,  et  benedictionem.    Cura  gregis  communicatum   fecit   denunciarL   non- 

dominici    nobis,    Domino    permittente,  nullique  alii  nostri  sufrraganei  in  suis 

commissi  nos  angit  potissime,  ut  idem  dioec.,   et    nos    etiam,    dum    London, 

grex  fraudis  venena  nesciens,   provide  ecclesisepreeeramua,  excommunicaruiitet 

gubernetur,  ne  aliquorum  paeudoprophe-  excommunicavimus,  a  quibus  quidem  ex- 

tarum  erroris  devio  circumventus,  falla-  communicationum  sententiis  beneficium 

citer  mat  in  praecepe,  et  sanguis  ejus  a  absolutionis  nuna^uam  obtinuit,  seu  obti- 

nostris  manibus  requiratur.    Sane,  quod  nere    curavit,    jamque    more    vulpino 

dolenter  referrimus  ad  nostrum  pervenit  insidias  fusions  venatorum,  ad  nostram 

auditumquodquidamschismaticus  domi-  dioec  se  divertit,  ibique  aliquando  in 

nus  Johannes  Balls,  presbyterum  se  ecclesiis  et  coemeteriis  prseter  et  contra 

prstendens,  cum  doctorum  et  pnedica-  ipsarum  ecclesiarum  praesidentiumvolun- 

torum  ordo  sit  quasi  pnecipuus,  in  ecclesia  tatem,  aliquando  ad  macellas  in  publicis 

sibi  prasdicationifl  officium  uaurpare  non  mercatis,  et  aliis  locis  prophams  aures 

yeretur,  contra  doctri  nam  apostolidicen-  mulcendo  laicorum  opprobriis,  et  scan- 

tis  :  '  Quomodo  pnedicabunt  nisi  mittan-  dala  tarn  de  persona  nostra,  quam  aliorum 

tur  ? '  cum  revera  juxta  canonicas  sane*  prelatorum  et  yirorum  ecclesiasticorum, 

tiones  omnes,  qui  prohibiti  vel  non  missi,  et,   quod    nequius   est,   os   in   coelum 

prseter  auctoritatem  ab  apostolica  sede,  ponendo,  de  ipso  summo  pontiiice  sinifitra 

vel  episcopo  loci  dioecesano  susceptam,  et  piifl  auribus  detestanda  nonnullaque 


chap.  u.l  JOHN   BALLE,  THE  LOLLARD  MABTYB.  25 

Turning  now  to  the  collection  of  tracts  entitled  "  Fasciculi 
Zazaniorum  Magistri  Johannis  Wycclyff"   ("Bundles  of  the 
Tares  of  Master  John  Wyclif"),  collected  by  Thomas  Netter,g 
Netter, — a  monk  of  the  Carmelite  order,  born  at  account  of 
Saffiron   Walden,  in  Essex,   1380,   died  1430,— the   Balle* 
most  interesting  work  we  possess  regarding  the  Lollards,  we 
find  the  following  statement  regarding  John  Balle : — 

44  The  beloved  follower  of  Wyclif,  the  priest,  Sir  John  Balle, 
had  been  imprisoned  by  Simon,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  and 
William,  Bishop  of  London,  on  account  of  the  heresies  which 
he  preached  (propter  hereaes  quas  praedicavit) ;  and  in  that 
insurrection  " — the  Wat  Tyler  and  Jack  Straw  rising — "  the 
common  people  liberated  him  from  prison.     Whereupon  he 
began  to  preach  and  to  teach  them  to  kill  Simon  the  Arch- 
bishop and  others.     This  was  done,  and  the  realm  was  in 
tumult  under  his  guidance ;  but  peace  being  restored,  and  the 
king  being  at  St.  Albans  that  judgment  might  be  executed 
upon  the  betrayers  of  the  kingdom,  the  said  John  Balle  was 
brought  from  Coventry  to  the  town  of  St.  Albans,  where,  by 
Robert  Trisilian,  the   traitor  was  sentenced   to   be    hanged, 
drawn,  and  quartered. 

"Finding  himself  condemned,  he  called  to  him  William, 
Bishop  of  London,  and  afterwards  of  Canterbury,  Sir  Walter  Lee, 
knight,  and  Sir  John  Profete,  notary,  and  publicly  confessed  to 
them  that  he  had  been  for  two  years  a  pupil  of  Wyclif  s  (i.e.,  at 
Oxford),  and  from  him  had  learned  the  heresies  which  he  taught, 
and  that  from  him  had  sprung  the  heresy  concerning  the  8acra- 

errore*    et    schismata,   et    talia,    quae  eorum  aliquis   dicto   Johanni    Balle 

hjereticam  sonant  pravitatem,    et   alia  audientiam  seu  audaciam  (MS.,  sic.)  de 

enormia,  quae  ex  causa  silentio  znatizare  ccetero  dare,  nee  sibi  concilio,  auxilio, 

mdlateniu  pertimescit.    Nolentes  igitur  vel  farore  presumat  assistere,  subpoena 

Tioa  occulte  sub  virtutis  specie  subin-  excommunicationis    ma j oris,    quam    in 

trare   ac    hujusmodi  praesumptorem    a  contravenientes    et    rebelles,    canonica 

soia  nefandis  ausibus  refrsenare  volentea ;  monitione    praemissa,   ferimns    in   hiis 

▼obis  et  cnilibet  vestrum  committimua  scriptis.    Absolutionem  vero  omnium  et 

et   ntTT^**11"^    in    rirtute    obediential  singulorum,  qui  prsefatis  nostris  senten- 

nrnriter   injungentes,  quatenus   dictum  tiis  incurrerint  quoquomodo,  nobis,  tan* 

JotLkinrzM.  Balle,  quern  non  presby-  tummodo  reservantes.  Volumus  insuper, 

lenun,    sed    potius    schismaticum    et  quod  quilibet  vestrum,  recepto  nostro 

apostaticum  reputamus,  public©  et  solen-  praesenti  mandato,  f actoque  executione 

niter  in  eccleaiis  yestris  et  aliis  locis,  ubi  eiusdem,   retenta    secum    copia,    illnd 

rideretis  dictum  Johahxbm  plus  posse  alteri   transmittat    exequendum.     Dat. 

eonfundi,  excommunlcatum  denunciatis  ;  apud  Lambeth  26  die  meusis  Aprilis,  a.d. 

quern  nos  etiam  exoommunicatum  tenore  1881,  et  translations  nostras  anno  vi." — 

pnesentram   denunciamas.      Inhibentes  Wilkins,  "  Concilia,"  iii.  162. 
onunbus  et  singulis  nostris  subsidis,  ne 
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Tnent  of  the  altar  and  other  heresies  which  he  publicly  preached. 
He  also  said  that  there  was  a  society  of  Wyclif 's  party  who 
had  conspired  as  a  confederacy,  and  had  determined  to  travel 
throughout  England  preaching  what  the  said  Wycliff  had 
taught,  in  order  that  all  England  might  simultaneously  agree 
to  his  perverse  doctrine.  Thereupon  he  named  the  said  Wyclif 
as  the  main  mover,  and  next  to  him  Nicholas  Herford,  John 
Aston,  and  Laurence  Bedenam,  Masters  in  Arts.  He  added 
that  if  these  said  persons  were  not  put  down  they  would  ruin 
the  whole  kingdom  in  two  years'  time."1  The  narrator  adds 
that  this  confession  of  John  Balle  was  drawn  up  as  a  formal 
document,  "  which  will  be  found  at  the  end ; "  but  it  does  not 
appear. 

Now  in  all  this  it  is  clear  that  if  we  except  the  statement, 
made  without  a  tittle  of  proof,  that  John  Balle,  when  liberated  by 
Real  offenoe  ^e  people  a  few  weeks  before  his  martyrdom,  advised 
of  Balle.  the  murder  of  the  Archbishop,  the  gist  of  the  charge 
against  him  is  religious  and  ecclesiastical.  It  was  on  account 
of  the  heresies  which  he  taught  that  he  had  been  imprisoned, 
and  his  imprisonment  had  not  been  by  the  secular  power  but 
by  the  spiritual,  not  by  the  State  but  by  the  Church,  by  the 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury  and  the  Bishop  of  London.*  Further, 
as  to  the  heresies  which  he  taught,  they  are  expressly  said  to 
have  been  those  of  John  Wyclif,  and  in  particular  that  one 
which  concerned  the  Sacrament  of  the  Altar.  This  was  the 
real  charge  against  him,  and  on  account  of  this  it  was  that  he 
was  denounced  in  1366  and  imprisoned  in  1376.  To  this  he 
owns  in  his  so-called  confession.  What  these  heresies  were 
the  compiler  of  the  "Tares  of  John  Wyclif"  tells  us  imme- 
diately after  : — 

"  The  heretical  conclusions  against  the  declaration  of  the 
Church  to  which  we  have  referred  above  are  as  follows : — 

"  1.  That  in  the  Sacrament  of  the  Altar  the  substance  of 
material  bread  and  wine  remains  after  consecration. 

1  "FascZizan.,"  ed.  Shirley,  p.  273.  at  Lambeth  11  KaL  Oct.  1377.  And 
*  "  On  account  of  his  contumacy  in  again,  in  the  Intimation  from  the  Arch- 
not  obeying  the  commands  and  monitions  bishop  Apr.  29, 1381,  we  have  it,  "  claves 
canonically  made  to  him  "  ;  Intimatio  to  ecclesiae  neqniter  contemnendo."  See  the 
the  king  tor  the  seizing  oi  the  body  of  Lambeth  Registers. 
John  Balle,  5  Ides  Sept.  1376 ;  Renewed 
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•  %  That  after  consecration  the  accidents  do  not  remain 

without  the  substance. 
*  3.  That  Christ  is  not  literally,  truly,  and  really  in  His 
corporal    presence    present  in  the  sacrament  of  the 
altar. 
a  4.  That  if  bishop  or  priest  be  living  in  mortal  sin  he 

cannot  ordain,  confirm,  or  baptize. 
u  5.  That  if  a  person  be  truly  contrite,  all  extraneous  confes- 
sion to  a  priest  is  superfluous. 
"  6.  That  there  is  no  ground  in  the  Gospel  for  asserting  that 

the  Mass  is  Christ's  ordainment. 
"  7.  That  God  ought  to  obey  the  devil.     (A  frequent  but 

very  obvious  misrepresentation  of  Wyclif  s  teaching.) 
a  8.  That  if  the  Pope  be  a  bad  man  he  has  no  power  over 

Christ's  people,  but  is  a  child  of  the  devil. 
'*  9.  That  the  Pope  has  no  sway  over  other  nations,  who 

should  live  under  their  own  laws. 
"  10.  That  to  say  ecclesiastics  are  to  control  temporalities  is 

to  affirm  what  is  contrary  to  Holy  Scripture." 
The  evidence  is  thus  conclusive  that  the  head  and  front  of 
John  Balle's  offending  was  his  setting-up  Holy  Scripture  as  the 
test  of  doctrine,  and  his  preaching  against  the  Mass,  against 
the  Pope,  against  the  temporal  power  and  tyranny  of  the 
clergy.  No  wonder  prelates  and  monks  were  afraid  of  him, 
and  consented  to  his  being  hurried  out  of  the  world  by  false 
accusations,  by  a  hasty,  illegal  condemnation,  and  by  a  relent- 
less sentence. 

We  must  next  turn  to  Walsingham,  the  monk  of  St.  Albans, 
and  examine  his  account  of  John  Balle's  death.  We  find  him 
also  trying  to  fix  on  Balle  the  guilt  of  the  murder  of  waisingham's 
the  Archbishop ;  but  his  account  clearly  brings  out  account- 
his  Lollard  life  and  preaching.  He  says  that  "  the  same  Robert 
[Tresilian,  the  judge],  on  this  day  Saturday  (July  13th),  con- 
demned John  Balle,  presbyter,  who  had  been  taken  by  the 
Coventry  men  and  brought  to  St.  Albans  the  day  before,  and 
into  the  presence  of  the  king,  whose  majesty  he  was  convicted 
of  having  flagrantly  injured.  Having  been  heard  and  having 
confessed  the  vilest  crimes,  he  was  condemned,  if  I  may  use 
the  vulgar  phrase,  to  be  hanged,  drawn,  and  quartered.     His 
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death,  however,  was  postponed  from  the   Saturday  till   the 
Monday,  upon  the  intervention  of  William,  Bishop  of  London, 
who,  anxious  for  the  salvation  of  his  soul,  gave  him  that 
space  for  repentance.    For  twenty  years  and  more  he  was 
always  preaching  in  divers  places  what  he  knew  would  please 
the  vulgar,  detracting  both  from  ecclesiastics  and  secular  lords, 
thereby  winning  rather  the  good-will  of  the  common  people 
than  the  approval  of  God.    He  taught  that  people  were  not  to 
give  tithes  to  the  curate  unless  the  giver  were  richer  than  the 
vicar  or  rector  who  received  them.     He  taught  that  tithes  and 
offerings  might  be  withheld  if  the  parishioner  were  a  man  01 
better  life  than  his  curate.     He  taught  that  no  one  was  fit  to 
be  a  preacher  in  the  kingdom  of  God  who  was  not  born  in 
wedlock.     He  taught  also  the  perverse  doctrines  of  the  per- 
fidious John  Wyclif,  the  opinions  and  insane  falsehoods  which 
he  held ;  on  account  of  which  teachings  he  was  prohibited  by 
the  bishops  from  preaching  in  the  parishes  and  churches  where 
he  was  wont.  He  then  went  out  into  the  markets,  the  villages 
and  the  fields,  to  preach.    Nor  did  he  lack  hearers  among  the 
common  people,  whom  he  always  sought  to  allure  to  his  dis- 
courses by  detraction  of  prelates  and  by  flattering  words.   Being 
at  length  excommunicated,  when  he  would  not  desist,  he  was 
committed  to  prison,  where  he  declared  that  he  would  be 
liberated  by  twenty  thousand  friends.     And  so  it  happened  in 
the  disturbance  of  the  realm  already  related,  when  the  common 
people  broke  into  all  the  prisons  and  drove  the  prisoners  out. 
And   when    thus  liberated    he    instigated  them  to    further 
Baiie's        evils.      And    that   his  teaching  might  infect  the 
famous       more,  he  began  a  sermon  at  Blackheath,  when 
two    hundred    thousand    of    the   common   people 
were  assembled,  in  this  manner : — 

"  '  When  Adam  dalf,  and  Eve  span, 
Who  was  thanne  a  gentilman  ? ' 

"  Continuing  his  sermon,  he  endeavoured,  by  the  words  of  the 
proverb  which  he  had  chosen  as  his  theme,,  to  prove  that  in 
the  beginning  all  men  were  by  nature  created  equal;  that 
slavery  was  introduced  by  the  unjust  oppression  of  bad  men 
in  opposition  to  the  will  of  God ;  because,  if  it  had  pleased  God 
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to  create  slaves,  He  would  have  appointed  in  the  beginning  of 

the  world,  who  were  to  be  the  slaves  and  who  the  lords.    They 

should  therefore  regard  this  as  a  time  given  by  God  wherein, 

throwing  off  the  yoke  of  long  servitude,  they  might  rejoice  in 

a  long-desired  liberty.      Wherefore  he  exhorted  them  to  be 

prudent  men,  cultivating  their  land  through  love  of  honest 

family  life,  cutting  off  and  casting  away  the  noxious  weeds 

that  are  wont  to  choke  the  wheat,  and  that  they  should  do 

tins  now." 

A  letter  to  the  commons  in  Essex,  says  Walsingham,  full  of 
enigmas,  was  afterwards  found  in  the  sleeve  of  one  among 
those  hanged  on  account  of  the  riot  at  St.  Albans,  and  ran  as 
follows : — 

"John  Schep  [query,  Balle],  some  time  Saint  Mary  priest 
of  York,  and  now  of  Colchester,  greeteth  well  John  Nameless, 
and  John  the  Miller,  and  John  Carter,  and  biddeth  them 
beware  of  guile  in  borough,  and  stand  together  in  God's  name, 
and  biddeth  Piers  Ploughman  go  to  his  work,  and  chastise  well 
Hob  the  robber,  and  take  with  you  John  Trueman  and  all  his 
fellows,  and  no  more. 

"  '  John  the  Miller  hath  ground  small,  small,  small ; 
The  King's  Son  of  heaven  shall  pay  for  all, 
Be  ye  ware  or  ye  he  woe  ; 
Know  your  friend  from  your  foe. 
Have  enough  and  say  '  Hoo ' ; 
And  do  well,  and  better ;  and  flee  sin, 
And  seek  peace,  and  hold  therein. 
And  so  biddeth  John  Trueman  and  all  his  fellows.1 " 

Walsingham   says  that  "John  Balle  confessed  that  he  had 
written  this  letter,  and  had  sent  it  to  the  commons ;  and  many 
other  things  he  confessed  and  did ;  on  account  of  JohnBalle 
which  he  was,  as  we  have  said,  dragged,  hanged,  and  hanged,  July 
beheaded  at  Saint  Albans  on  the  Ides  of  July  (the 15th'1381- 
15th),  the  king  being  present,  and  his  dead  body  was  quartered 
and  sent  to  the  four  states  of  the  realm."1 

In  estimating  Walsingham's  narrative,  we  must  first  of  all 
remember  that  it  is  the  story  told  by  the  opposite  side,  by  a 

"  HUtoria  Anglicana,"  Kiley'a  edition,  ii.  pp.  32—34. 
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foe,  not  by  a  friend,  the  story  as  told  by  a  monk  of  St.  Albans 
desiring  to  vindicate  the  execution  of  John  Balle,  and  to  make 
the  best  of  the  tragedy.  Let  William  Courtnay,  Bishop  of 
London,  the  well-known  foe  of  Wyclif,  have  all  the  credit  of 
having  begged  a  respite  for  the  said  John  from  Saturday  to 
Monday,  thus  acting  on  the  appeal  in  Shakespeare — 

"  Even  for  our  kitchens 
We  kill  the  fowl  in  season ;  shall  we  serve  heaven 
With  less  respect  than  we  do  minister 
To  our  base  selves  ?  " 

Nevertheless,  the  narrative  on  the  face  of  it  bears  traces  of 
great  bitterness  against  the  popular  movements  of  the  time  in 
Church  and  State;  —  the  strongest  epithets  are  chosen  to 
describe  the  Lollard  teachings :  enoi*miter,  turpiasima,  in~ 
sanias  falsas,  deliramenta,  —  such  are  the  sweeping  terms 
employed.  And  the  abbot  and  monks  of  St.  Albans,  as  their 
Oesta  show,  strained  every  nerve  to  crush  both  Lollardism  and 
the  popular  rising  against  injustice.  Without  a  tittle  of  proof 
we  are  called  upon  to  believe  that  this  presbyter,  whose  only  sin 
for  twenty  years  was  his  preaching  against  the  Pope  and  the 
sacrifice  of  the  mass,  when  liberated  by  the  people,  exhorted 
them  to  the  crime  of  murder.  No  evidence  is  given  to  sustain 
this  charge,  and  what  we  know  about  John  Balle  from  other 
sources  shows  that  this  was  a  mere  pretext,  the  head  and  front 
of  his  offending  being  his  advocacy  of  truth  and  justice  in  Church 
and  State.  Some  of  the  Romanist  writers  (Harpsfeld  and  even 
Lingard)  bring  Wyclif  in  as  responsible,  and  call  him  the  cos 
hujus  8editionist  "the  whetstone  of  this  sedition."  But  as 
Fuller  justly  says,  the  best  of  God's  children  have  been 
slandered  in  this  way.  Paul  was  called  "  a  mover  of  sedition," 
and  Jesus  Christ  a  traitor  to  Caesar. 

Further,  the  narrative  of  this  St.  Albans  monk,  in  spite  of 
his  prejudices,  proves  that  the  real  accusations  against  John 

B  u  's  real  -^alle  relftted  to  his  religious  and  social  teachings. 

crime  was    His  crime  was  opposition  to  the  dominant  Church, 
eresy.     ^jg  preaching  "the  perverse  doctrines  of  the  per- 
fidious Wyclif,"  against  tithes,  against  the  mass,  against  the 
power  of  abbots,  monks,  and  pope.     On  this  account  he  was 
excommunicated,  for  this  he  was  imprisoned,  and  for  this  he 
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was  hanged.  A  respite  for  recantation  was  given  him ;  bad 
he  recanted  his  "errors"  his  life  would  have  been  spared; 
and  this  fact  shows  that  no  reality  was  attached  to  the 
insinuation  that  he  had  counselled  murder.  He  refused  to 
recant,  be  again  avowed  his  convictions,  and  the  cruel  sen- 
tence was  therefore  carried  into  effect. 

While  Balle's  sermon,  as  Walsingham  gives  it,  has  a  political 
tone,  the  politics  he  preached  are  only  the  politics  of  Gospel 
liberty  as  against  oppression  and  robbery,  the  Political 
politics  of  the  prophet  Isaiah  when  he  wrote :  "  Is  tone  of  his 
not  this  the  fast  that  I  have  chosen  to  loose  the 
bands  of  wickedness,  to  undo  the  heavy  burdens,  to  let  the 
oppressed  go  free,  and  that  ye  break  every  yoke  ?"  (Isa.  lviii.  6). 
They  are  the  politics  of  the  law  which  said,  "Ye  shall  not 
oppress  the  poor,  neither  the  hireling  in  his  wages."  They 
are  the  politics,  if  we  are  so  to  designate  His  teaching,  of  Jesus 
Christ,  Who  said,  "Woe  unto  you,  Scribes  and  Pharisees, 
hypocrites!  ye  bind  on  heavy  burdens  and  grievous  to  be 
borne,  but  ye  yourselves  will  not  touch  them  with  one  of  your 
fingers."  If  the  Christian  religion  means  anything,  it  means 
liberty  to  the  slave,  justice  for  the  oppressed,  and  equal  rights 
for  all  men  in  the  sight  of  God.  The  Peasants'  Revolt  in 
the  fourteenth  century  was  a  revolt  against  robbery,  vio- 
lence, and  oppression  of  the  vilest  kind.  The  people  had 
been  long  enduring,  but  they  could  no  longer  bear.  The 
Abbey  towns  were  struggling  for  freedom  against  the  tyranny 
of  the  monks.  The  Dominicans  at  Hertford  are  thus  referred 
to:— 

"  They  live  with  lords,  with  leadings  enough  ; 
They  buy  them  bishopricks  with  bags  of  gold. 
Hearken  at  Hertford,  how  that  they  worken  ; 
Look  how  they  live  and  believe  as  thou  find'st." l 

Though  bread  had  risen,  and  the  cost  of  living,  and  the  taxes, 
the  rich  passed  a  law  that  wages  should  not  rise,  that  the  man 
was  to  be  imprisoned  who  would  not  work  for  what  had  been 
paid  fifty  years  before.  A  poll-tax,  moreover,  was  imposed, — 
that  is,  a  tax  per  head  on  families,  father,  mother,  and  each 

1  "Piers  Ploughman's  Creed,"  edited  by  Skeat. 
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child  above  a  certain  age, — and  this  gave  power  to  the  tax- 
gatherer  to  violate  the  sanctity  of  each  workman's  home,  and 
even  the  innocence  of  his  daughters.  This  it  was  that  roused 
Walter  the  Tyler  of  Essex,  when,  being  told  that  the  tax-gatherer 
was  in  his  house,  he  rushed  from  his  work,  and  with  a  blow  felled 
to  the  ground  the  collector  of  the  poll-tax  in  vengeance  for  an 
The  Peasants'  outrage  on  the  modesty  of  his  daughter.    The  people 

Revolt  at  once  rose  The  downtrodden  citizens  of  Canter- 
bury and  of  St.  Albans  assembled ;  Kent,  Essex,  and  Hertford 
were  the  counties  chiefly  active.  The  insurgents  were  for  the 
most  part  unarmed ;  they  came  up  from  St.  Albans  to  London 
to  seek  redress  from  the  young  king,  who  satisfied  them  with  fair 
promises ;  whereupon  they  withdrew  quietly  to  their  homes,  but 
only  to  be  again  deceived,  again  crushed.  Excesses  no  doubt 
there  were,  and  murders  foul;  but  they  were  followed  by 
murders  and  excesses  viler  far  on  the  other  side.  "  The  cry  of 
the  poor/'  says  Green,1  "found  a  terrible  utterance  in  the 
words  of  c  a  mad  priest  of  Kent/  as  the  courtly  Froissart  calls 
him,  who  for  twenty  years  found  audience  for  his  sermons,  in 
spite  of  interdict  and  imprisonment,  in  the  stout  yeomen  who 
gathered  round  him.  Mad  as  the  landowners  held  him  to  be, 
it  was  in  the  preaching  of  John  Balle  that  England  first 
listened  to  a  declaration  of  the  natural  equality  and  rights  of 
man."  The  letter  in  which  the  St.  Albans  monk  could  see 
only  dark  enigmas  breathes  the  spirit  of  the  Gospel,  and  is  full 
of  phrases  from  William  Langland's  famous  book,  "  Piers 
Ploughman,"'2  a  work  written  in  1362,  and  full  of  piety  and 
the  fear  of  God.  However  oppressed  and  "  ground  small,  small, 
small,"  the  people  might  be,  "  the  King's  Son  in  heaven  "  knew 
and  saw,  and  "  He  would  pay  for  all."  In  "  Piers  Ploughman  " 
three  characters  appear,  namely,  Do-wel,  Do-bet,  Do-best,  and 
these  three  are  thus  explained: — 

Do  well=he  who  acts  kindly. 

Do  better=he  who  teaches  others  to  be  kind. 

Do  best=he  who  both  acts  kindly  and  teaches  to  be  kind. 

1  "History  of  the   English  People,"  man."    Langland  pictures   the  homely 

i.  439.  poor  in  their  ill-fed  hard-working  con- 

>  The  title  is  "  The  Vision  of  William  dition,  battling  against  hunger,  famine, 

[Langland]   concerning   Piers  Plough-  injustice,  oppression. 
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This  is  the  advice,  branded  as  traitorous  by  the  monks, 
which  John  BaUe  in  his  letter  gave : — 

"  Do  well  and  better,  and  flee  from  sin, 
Seek  ye  peace,  and  hold  therein." 

We  thank  the  monk  Walsingham  for  putting  this  letter  in  his 
history ;  it  gives  us  a  significant  insight  into  the  teaching  of 
John  Balle. 

Fourthly,  the  circumstances  of  John  Balle 's  death  illustrate 
the  injustice  and  cruelty  of  the  dominant  Church  of  his  day. 
He  was  brought  a  prisoner  to  St.  Albans  on  Friday,  July  12th. 
On  Saturday,  without  trial  by  jury,  he  was  condemned  to  be 
hanged.     True,  indeed,  there  was  present  a  newly-made  "  chief 
justice,"  by  name  Tresilian,  a  man  who,  as  we  shall  see  when 
we  come  to  William  Grindecobbe,  embodied  the  injustice  of 
the  party  in  power.    True,  again,  the  king  was  present ;  but 
the  king  was  a  boy  of  sixteen,  who  a  month  before  had  pro- 
mised the  people  their  rights  against  the  monks,  and  who  now 
in  the  hands  of  the  hierarchy  became  in  turn  their  tool  in 
oppressing  the  people.     No  jury,  no  pretence  of  a  jury,  was 
summoned.     He  was  brought  into  the  presence  of  the  king, 
who  was  the  guest  of  the  abbot  at  the  Abbey,  and  on  that 
Saturday  evening,  July  13th,  1381,  in  the  presence  of  the  digni- 
taries of  the  Church,  the  Bishop  of  London  and  the  Abbot  of 
St.  Albans,  John  Balle  was  sentenced  to  suffer  the  death  of  a 
malefactor,  not  burning  as  a  heretic,  but,  under  cover  of  a  civil 
condemnation,  hanging  upon  a  gallows.     "  Lollardism,"  says 
Fuller,  "then  counted  heresy,  was  made  treason  by  statute, 
and  on  that  account  heresy  and  treason  signify  no  more  than 
heresy,  and  then  heresy,  according  to  the  abusive  language  of 
that  age,  was  the  best  serving  of  God  in  those  days.'1    The 
so-called  trial  was  probably  held  within  the  Abbey  precincts.1 
Where  the  execution  took  place  is  not  stated ;  it  was  probably 
between  the  Abbey  and  the  Sop  well  nunnery  in  the  field  by 
Sopwell  Lane,  for  there  it  was  that  Grindecobbe  soon  after 
suffered    Here,  in  St.  Albans,  on  the  Monday  following,  was 
John  Balle,  the  Lollard  preacher,  the  precursor  and  follower  of 

1  WalBmgh&m  expressly  says  that  the  other  citizens,  Balle  was  brought  in 
rher&u  Tre«ilian  sat  that  day  at  the  prcesentiam  regis  (t>.  u  Hist.  AngL"  li  31, 
Moot  Tf*H  to  arraign  Grindecobbe  and      32),  who,  he  tells  us,  went  to  the  Abbey. 

3 


34  NONCONFORMING  WORTHIES  OF  ST.  ALBANS.        [chap.  ix. 

Wyclif,  hanged,  beheaded,  drawn  and  quartered,  and  his  quar- 
tered remains  sent  to  the  four  states  of  the  realm  to  be  exposed 
to  public  view.  In  the  midst  of  relentless  foes  he  suffered,  re- 
fusing to  retract  his  so-called  heresies,  or  to  deny  his  heavenly 
Master  and  Lord.  No  friendly  eye  was  there  to  watch  the 
martyr's  countenance,  no  friendly  ear  to  catch  his  last  words, 
no  friendly  hand  to  record  them.  The  following  anti-Lollard 
song,  which  I  have  translated  from  the  Latin,  confirms  the 
testimony  already  given  concerning  the  real  crimes  of  which 
he  was  guilty,  and  on  account  of  which  he  suffered : — 

"  The  Lollards  are  the  darnel  weeds, 
The  thorns  and  briers,  yea,  the  tares, 
Which  lay  the  vineyard's  portal  waste. 

"  Yea,  they  the  authors  are  of  hate 
Of  clergy,  slothful  deemed  by  all, 
And  the  disturbers  of  the  realm. 

"  John  Balle,  he  foremost  such  things  taught, 
When  he  succumbed  to  cruel  death, 
Because  of  his  iniquity. 

u  He  taught — '  A  certain  nest  contained 
And  nourished  a  degenerate  brood, 
To  the  realm's  great  detriment.' 

"  He  Baid  that  tithes  should  not  be  given, 
Glebelands  and  incomes  to  the  priests, 
While  they  the  people  wretched  are. 

"  Nor  slavish  service  to  the  lords, 
Nor  produce  nor  obeisances, 
So  long  as  they  give  themselves  to  crime/1 

The  question  now  remains  to  be  answered,  How  was  it  that 
John  Balle  was  brought  to  St.  Albans  to  be  executed  ?  Is  there 
any  evidence  that  Lollardy  had  its  adherents  at  St.  Albans  ? 

1  Lollardi  sunt  zizania  Quod  quidem  nidus  tennit 

Spins,  vepreB,  ac  lollia  Polios  pravos,  et  aluit, 

Quae  vastant  portum  viniae.  In  regni  ignominiam. 

Vetant  dari  stipendia 
Hi  sunt  auctores  odii  Decimas  ac  novalia 

Cleri  rulgo  disidii  Curatis  dum  sunt  misen  : 

Et  regni  perturbatio.  Nee  dominis  servitia, 

Redditus  vel  homagia, 
Quamdiu  Be  dant  sceleri. 


Johannes  Balle  hoc  docuit 

Quando  morti  occubuit 

Propter  suam  nequitiam,  in  Wright's  "  Political*  Songs,"  i.  281, 


Quando  morti  occubuit  Cotton  M SS~  Vesp.  D.  ix,  f ol.  1 65,  copied 

in  Wright's  "Political- Son     ~"  "' 
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We  have  not  far  to  look  for  an  answer.    There  is  evidence 

that  the  Lollards  had  been  labouring  in  this  town,   Loiiarda  in 

and  that  they  liad  made  converts  too.    We  have   St.  Albans. 

already  found  St.  Albans  named  side  by  side  with  Northampton 

and  Heading  as  a  place  where  Lollard  tracts  were  circulated. 

A.  St.  Albans  monk  named  Simon  Suthraye  disputed  against 

Wyclif  s  opinions,  and  was  member  of  a  synod  in  opposition  to 

the  Lollards,  Jane  12th,  1382.1    Again,  among  those  excluded 

from  the  pardon  issued  in  1381,  the  following  names  occur  for 

the  county  of  Hertford: — William  Bilche  de  Aldbury,  John 

Coltman   de  Clavering,  Stephen  Treubody  de  Codicote,  and 

William  de  Stable  de  St.  Albans.3    The  leader  of  the  Lollards, 

Sir  John  Oldcastle  (who  was  put  to  death  in  1417),  when  fleeing 

from  persecution,  spent  many  days  at  St.  Albans,  in  the  house 

of  a  firmer,  "  within  the  domain  of  the  Abbot."    The  Abbot's 

armed  servants  hastened  by  night  to  seize  him.     He  escaped, 

bat  they  laid  hold  on  his  associates  who  were  gathered  there, 

and  led  them  off  to  prison.     Books  were  found  in  the  house 

written  in  English,  and  some  books  formerly  decorated  with  the 

images  of  the  saints,  "  the  heads  of  which  images,  according  to 

their  false  teaching,  the  thieves  had  rubbed  out,  and  the  names 

of  all  the  saints  in  the  litany,  together  with  the  name  of  the 

blessed  Virgin,  as  far  as  this  verse,  Parce  nobis  Domine.  There 

were  also  found  there  some  documents,  full  of  blasphemy 

against  the  blessed  Mary,  which  on  account  of  their  horror  I 

forbear  to  record     The  book  injured  by  these  erasures  the  said 

Abbot  of  St.  Albans  sent  to  our  lord  the  king  with  other 

ravings  (deliramentis)  found  there,  and  the  king  sent  the  book 

to  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  that  it  might  be  shown  to  the 

public  in  his  preachings  at  Paul's  Cross,  to  show  the  citizens 

of  London  what  the  rage  of  the  Lollards  was,  who  would  not 

allow  the  images,  nor  even  the  names,  of  the  saints  to  be 

inserted  in  their  books."3 

We  have  evidence,  moreover,  that  the  Lollards  were  specially 
strong  in  the  parish  of  St.  Peter,  in  St.  Albans,  that  "  like 
Samson's  foxes    they    were  running  through  the  corn  and 

"  u Fuc  ZuanS  241,  288,  367.    He  is  »  "  Rot.  Pari.,"  iii„  p.  111. 

docribed  as  Jfonachus  mffer  de  tancto         »  Walaingham, "  Historia  Anglicana," 
Albamo.  U' m' 
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• 

setting  fire  to  the  Catholic  grain";  and  the  Abbot  accordingly 
Synod  at  ^eld  a  8yn°d  ^n  St.  Peter'tf  Church,  issued  orders 
St.  Peter's,  against  pseudo-preachers,  and  possessors  of  books 
in  the  vulgar  tongue.  After  celebrating  mass  lie 
preached  a  sermon  against  the  Lollards,  saying  to  the  people, 
"  It  has  been  abundantly  proved  that  you  have  in  your  posses- 
sion books  in  the  vulgar  tongue  whose  doctrine  is  worse  than 
a  Tartarean  poison,  and  more  pestilential  than  the  Cerberean 
aconite,  and  that  you  frequent  lectures.  In  these  books  the 
Pope  is  represented  as  Antichrist,  dispensing  indulgences, 
appointing  pilgrimages,  prohibiting  the  reading  of  Scripture  in 
the  vulgar  tongue.  In  them  the  ministers  of  Christ  are  said 
to  be  of  equal  power.  Absolutions  are  called  vain  and  super- 
fluous, and  the  adoration  of  images  a  superstitious  worship  of 
idols ! "  After  this  sermon  a  procession  was  formed  to  the 
market  cross  of  St.  Albans,  where  a  fire  was  kindled,  and  one 
William  Redhead,  of  Barnet,  was  compelled  under  threat  of 
imprisonment  to  recant,  and  to  cast  the  Lollard  books  into  the 
fire. 

It  is  clear  from  all  this,  and  more  that  might  be  quoted,  that 
Lollardy  had  made  considerable  progress  in  St.  Albans  in  the 
early  part  of  the  fifteenth  century ;  and  it  is  reasonable  to  infer 
that  it  must  have  been  planted  there  before  the  Peasants'  Revolt 
in  1381.  For  the  men  who  strove  for  liberty  in  the  State  were 
those  who  strove  for  purity  in  the  Church.  The  movement  in 
Church  and  State  was  one.  In  St.  Albans  especially  we  have 
clear  proof  that  the  robbers  of  liberty  were  ecclesiastics.  The 
Abbots  were  the  tyrannical  lords  of  the  soil.  Hither  John  Balle 
was  brought  to  be  executed,  in  order  to  strike  terror  among 
his  followers.  Some  years  after  his  martyrdom  the  statute  de 
heretico  conbv/reTido  was  issued,  immediately  after  William  Saw- 
trey  was  martyred,  26th  February,  second  year  of  Henry  IV., 
1400.1  Fox,  in  his  "Acts  and  Monuments,"  calls  William 
Sawtrey  the  proto-martyr  of  Protestants  in  England:  but  John 
Balle  suffered  nineteen  years  before  him,  on  the  15th  July, 
1381.    Whatever  halo  of  sanctity  may  belong  to  the  Abbey  of 

>  W.  W.  Shirley  calls  attention  to  the      the  Act  itself .— "  Rot.  Pari./'  iii-,  p.  459a. 
fact  that  the  writ  for  his  execution  ap-       See  "  Fasc.  Zizan.,"  lxuc. 
pears  on  the  Bolls  of  Parliament  before 
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St.  Albans  derivable  from  the  supposed  martyrdom  of  Alban, 
about  whose  very  existence  (as  we  saw  in  our  first  chapter) 
there  is  doubt,  it  is  a  matter  of  certainty  that  to  the  ecclesi- 
astics who  then  owned  it,  and  of  whose  deeds  it  stands 
the  monument,  belongs  the  ignominy  of  consenting  to  the 
condemnation  and  execution  of  John  Balle,  the  represen- 
tative of  Lollardism,  and  foremost  among  the  early  Protestant 
martyr*  of  England.1 


1  The  well-known  statute,  De  kteretico 
comtbmremdo,  did   its  work  in  Hertford- 
shire as  in  other  counties   (see  Fox). 
This  statute  set  forth  that  "  divers  un- 
authorized preachers  go  about  teaching 
new   doctrines   and    heretical   opinions, 
making  conventicles  and  confederacies, 
holding  schools,  writing  books,  misin- 
forming the  people."  It  gave  the  bishop 
power  to  arrest  and  confine  persons  sus- 
pected of  such  offences,  and,  if  they  were 
convicted,  to  punish  them  with  imprison- 
ment and  hue.    It  farther  enacted  u  that 
if  any  person  so  convicted  shall  refuse 
Co   abjure   snch     preaching,    doctrines, 
opinions,  schools,    then    the  sheriff  or 
major  of  the  nearest  borough  shall,  on 
requisition,  be  present  at  the  pronuncia- 
tion of  the  sentence,  shall  receive  the 
person  so  condemned  into  custody,  and 
fikzll  cause  him  to  be  burnt  on  a  high 
pJace  before  the  people,  that  such  punish- 


ment may  strike  terror  into  the  minds 
of  others." — Wilkins'  Concilia  iii.  252. 
In  the  Annals  of  John  de  Trokelowe 
and  Henry  de  Blaneford,  monks  of  St. 
Albans  (edited  by  Riley,  pp.  174-188, 
326.  335),  we  are  told  that  in  1395  the 
Lollards  were  specially  active  in  promul- 
gating their  doctrines,  and  Richard  Stury, 
Thomas  Latymer,  Lodewick  Clvfford, 
and  John  Mountagu  were  their  principal 
supporters.  The  last-named,  who  bore  the 
title  (p.  207)  Earl  of  Salisbury,  and  was 
"  throughout  his  life  a  favourer  of  the 
Lollards,  a  despiser  of  images,  a  derider 
of  the  sacraments,"  was  pat  to  death  at 
Cirencester  in  1400,  "  without  the  sacra- 
ment of  confession,  if  the  common  report 
be  true."  A  priest  converted  to  Lollard- 
ism was  burnt  at  Smithfield,  1401.  The 
Conclusions  et  veritates  of  the  Lollards  are 
given  in  full  in  Trokelowe. 


ST.  ALBANS,  FROM   VERULAM. 


III. 


WILLIAM  GRINDECOBBE,   THE  CITIZEN   MARTYR. 

11  As  a  man  falleth  before  tricked  men,  to  felUst  thou" — 2  Sam.  iii.  34. 

AS  one  looks  upon  the  city  of  St.  Albans  from  the  hill  on 
the  west  where  the  walls  of  old  Verulam  lie  still  in 
St.  Albans  ruins,  in  the  picturesque  view  the  long-naved 
Abbey.  Abbey  seems  almost  like  the  brooding  hen  with 
her  chickens  round  her, — churches,  chapels,  and  dwellings 
clustering  beneath  her  eaves,  and  enjoying  the  genial  warmth 
of  her  guardianship.  But  a  knowledge  of  the  history  of  this 
centre  of  power  and  influence  dissipates  the  pleasant  imagi- 
nation, and  proves  too  sadly  that,  instead  of  their  protectress 
and  "  nursing  mother,"  yonder  Abbey  with  its  monastery  was 
the  hated  tyrant  of  the  country  round  as  far  as  eye  can  see, 
the  despotic  foe  of  the  townspeople  and  of  their  liberties,  the 
potent  antagonist  of  good  morals  and  Christian  virtue, — and 
this  for  centuries.  Such  is  the  verdict  of  history,  even  of  the 
history  as  told  by  the  monks  themselves.  In  spite  of  evident 
partiality  and  one-sidedness;  in  spite  of  the  epithets,  strong  and 
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unscrupulous,  against  their  opponents,  with  which  the  narrative 
is  interlarded  ;  in  spite  of  the  hard  names  rebel,  traitor,  heretic, 
scoffer,  atheist,  with  which  right  and  left  they  pelt  the  people, 
the  voice  of  history,  even  on  their  own  showing  and  according 
to  their  own  admissions,  pronounces  St.  Albans  Abbey  to  be 
the  standing  memorial  of  vice  and  profligacy  within,  and  of 
oppression  and  injustice  without. 

Take  for  example  the  reign  of  the  Abbot  Hugh  de  Eversdone, 

at  the  beginning  of  the  fourteenth  century.  He  had  held  the  post 

of  "  cellarer,"  i.e.,  keeper  of  the  Abbey  cellar,  having  The  Abbot 

charge  of  the   wine  and  beer  and  other  liquors   Hugh,A.o. 

stored  for  the  use  of  the  reverend  monks.    This  was   I308' 

a  most  important  office,  and  so  well  did  he  fulfil  it  that  the 

monks  actually  elected  him  to  the  highest  office  among  them — 

they  made  him  Abbot     He  is  described  as  very  tall  in  stature, 

and  fair  in  aspect;  he  knew  idiomatic  English  and  French,  in 

which  no  doubt  he  could  talk  and  joke,  and  swear  if  he  had  a 

mind.    You  might,  he  said  to  his  brethren,  have  chosen  a  more 

learned  Abbot,  but  you  could  not  have  chosen  a  jollier  {pro 

certo  nvUwm  magi*  socialem).     He  did  not  indeed  know 

Latin,  the  language  in  which  ail  the  prayers  were  said.    But 

this  did  not  signify ;  he  was  a  jolly  good  fellow,  and  gluttony 

and  drunkenness  were  the  order  of  the  day.    He  was  in  great 

alarm  when  the  Pope  sent  for  him  to  pass  his  examination  in 

the  presence  of  the  Cardinals.     He  gave  enormous  bribes  to 

these  Cardinals,  "  for  he  feared  nothing  so  much  as  the  Latin 

tongue."     Having  put  off  the  journey  as  long  as  he  could  by 

one  excuse  or  another,  he  was  obliged  at  length  to  go  to  Rome ; 

bat  he  anointed  the  examiners'  palms  that  they  might  handle 

him  gently.    So  munificent  did  he  show  himself  to  the  Pope 

and  Cardinals,  that  the  greediest  of  them   were  obliged  to 

applaud  his  generosity. 

The  present  Pope  Leo  XIII.  has  given  us  in  his  last  Ency- 
clical (read  in  the  churches  of  the  Roman  Catholic  province  of 
Westminster  in  October  1882)  a  picture  of  the  state  of  morals 
in  his  Church  in  the  times  of  the  Abbot  Hugh.     He  says,  "Men 
coveted  madly  honours  and  wealth,  or  lived  a  life  of  luxury 
sod  self-gratification.  All  power  was  centred  in  a  few,  and  had 
for  the  most  part  become  an  instrument  of  oppression  to  the 
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wretched  and  despised  masses;. and  those  even  who  ought  by 
their  profession  to  have  been  an  example  to  others  had  not 
avoided  the  contagion  of  the  prevalent  vices."  So  the  St. 
Albans  cellarer  had  little  difficulty  in  getting  through  his 
examination  at  Rome.  He  came  back  triumphantly ;  and  in 
gratitude  to  the  Virgin  Mary,  who,  as  he  affirmed,  had  helped 
him,  he  built  the  Mary  Chapel  at  the  extreme  east  of  the 
Abbey,  which  the  Protestants  of  Elizabeth's  reign  wisely 
transformed  into  a  schoolroom.  When  it  was  finished,  an  extra 
Mass  was  said  there  daily  for  the  Abbot ;  and  "  because  the 
consolations  of  the  flesh  are  often  wont  to  excite  spiritual 
devotion,"  the  officiating  brother  had  an  additional  allowance 
assigned  him  from  the  kitchen  and  cellar.  The  allowances  of 
meat  and  drink  which  the  Abbot  lavished  on  every  hand  were 
called  corrodies,1  as  if  in  irony  of  their  corroding  influence. 
These  corrodies  were  put  up  to  sale  together  with  indulgences 
when  money  was  wanted.  Women  as  well  as  men  were  enter- 
tained, and  bribed  and  drugged  into  wickedness  with  these 
corrodies.  The  historian  of  the  Abbey  himself  tells  us  that 
the  abbot  "  indulged  too  frequently  in  pernicious  familiarity 
with  women."  The  tithes  of  Redbourn  and  other  parishes — 
tithes  collected  nominally  for  "the  cure  of  souls" — were 
handed  over  to  the  cellarer  and  the  kitchener  to  fatten  the 
bodies  of  the  monks.  It  is  indeed  on  record  that  the  church 
and  manor  of  Norton,  away  in  the  north  of  the  county,  were 
appropriated  by  the  Abbey — the  rector  resigning  the  living — 
for  the  improvement  of  its  ale!2  In  spite  of  this  appropriation 
of  religious  funds  for  secular  orgies,  the  Abbot  Hugh  was  em* 
barrassed  by  his  expenditure.  By  his  jovial  behaviour  he  won 
from  the  king  permission  to  seize  and  appropriate  contrary  to 
statute  certain  lands,  rents,  and  tenements  at  Rickmansworth 
and  Bushey  and  St.  Albans,  which  the  king  had  no  legal 
power  over.  Among  these  was  the  house  of  one  Walter  Tubbe 
in  St  Albans,  six  acres  belonging  to  William  Marshall,  one 
acre  and  two  houses  belonging  to  W.  Gylol,  and  lands  at 
Sandridge  and  Redbourn.  Thus  he  robbed  the  people  right 
and  left  till  he  made  his  name  abhorred  among  them.    Farther 

1  Cotigiaria  or  corollatia,  spelt  corrodia  a  "Gesta    Abbatum    S.    Abani,"   Ed. 

in  the  "  Gesta."  Riley,  i.  820. 
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on  the  chronicler  says: — " There  were  at  that  time  in  the 
monastery  men  of  huge  stature  and  fierce,  who  had  but  little 
conscience  in  such  matters."  One  Somerton  appealed  to  the 
Pope  against  Hugh,  and  brought  Bulls  from  Rome  condemning 
him.  But  Somerton,  on  his  arrival,  was  arrested,  and  no  one 
knew  what  became  of  his  Bulls. 

By  the  middle  of  the  fourteenth  century,  says  Mr.  Froude,1 
"The  religious  orders  had  grown  into  little  better  than 
lecherous  ruffians.  The  friars  mendicants  went  about  Vicesofthe 
with  pedlars-packs  upon  their  mules,  watching  till  monks  and 
the  good  man  of  the  house  had  turned  his  back  and 
only  the  women  were  at  home.  Within  the  Abbeys  and 
without,  the  story  was  the  same.  The  members  of  the  religious 
houses  might  be  seen  rollicking  at  fairs,  haunting  alehouses, 
fighting,  swearing,  seducing  honest  men's  wives/'  When 
Queen  Isabella  passed  through  St.  Albans  in  1327,  a  great 
crowd  of  the  townspeople  flocked  about  her  carriage  clamouring 
for  justice,  and  in  the  crowd  were  many  women  with  their 
infants  at  the  breast,  imploring  redress  and  defence  against  the 
violence  of  the  monks.  The  very  aisles  of  the  Abbey  are 
redolent  of  iniquity  unfit  for  modest  ears  to  hear,  but  explicitly 
described  in  the  monks'  Latin.2 

From  the  thirteenth  to  the  sixteenth  century  the  abbeys 
and  monasteries  of  Britain  were  what  the  great  dukes  and 
lords  of  the  manor  are  now ;  they  were  the  pos-  Deg  tigm 
sessors  of  our  soil — the  land  of  our  country  was  in  of  the 
their  hands.  The  Abbot  and  monks  of  St.  Albans  monas  ne9, 
extended  their  sway  eastward  to  Northaw  and  Sheephall, 
westward  to  Berkhamstead  and  Tring,  northward  to  Caldecote 
and  Hexton,  southward  to  Rickmansworth  and  Barnet.  Over 
the  greater  part  of  this  vast  district  they  exercised  despotic 
rule.  Not  only  were  the  livings  in  their  gift,  and  the  parishes 
under  their  supervision,  but  they  were  virtually  the  landlords 
of  the  majority  of  the  farms.  They  claimed  not  only  the 
tithes,  but  the  monopoly  of  grinding  the  farmer's  corn  and 
fulling  the  weaver's  cloth.    They  seized  upon  and  fenced-in 

1  "  Story   of    an    English     Abbey,"  truth  of  this  is  referred  to  a  Monitio  of 

"Short    Studies   on    Great    Subjects,"  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  addressed 

vol.  iii.  to  the  Abbot  of  St.  Albans,  given  in 

*  Any  one  who  wishes  to  test   the  Wilkins,  u  Concilia,"  iii.  682— 4i&i. 
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common  lands,  they  claimed  the  monopoly  of  fisheries  and  of 
hunting.    Round  about  St.  Albans,  as  well  as  in  more  distant 
places,  the  Abbots  from  time  to  time  enclosed  large  tracts  of 
wood  and  pasture,  over  which  the  people  had  held  common 
rights.    "  Meadows  were  fenced  off  where  they  had  fed  their 
cattle  for  centuries,  and  the  open  forests  were  made  into  game 
preserves.    Ponds  and  streams  where  the  farm  and  village  lads 
had  caught  perch  and  pike  were  watched  over  by  the  Abbot's 
keepers.,,    No  wonder  the  people  fretted  under  this  bondage. 
The  Abbot  of  St  Albans  in  particular  ruled  in  the  name  of 
custom  "that  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  of  all  the 
Must  grind     neighbouring  villages  should  full  their  cloth  and 
at  the  Abbey  grind  their  corn  at  the  Abbot's  mills,"  the  Abbot 
m  "  himself  fixing  the  charges  which  they  should   be 

required  to  pay.  Even  in  Stephen's  reign  "a  mixed  multitude 
of  persons  of  servile  rank/'  who  had  taken  up  their  abode 
among  the  Kingsbury  ruins  close  by,  building  their  dwellings 
out  of  the  dilapidated  walls  where  they  found  an  abiding-place 
in  the  struggle  for  life  and  for  bread,  were  "  a  very  thorn  in 
the  eye"  of  the  Abbot  Robert.  The  king  coming  through 
St.  Albans  was  duly  propitiated  by  good  fare  and  bribed  with 
handsome  gifts;  and  the  Abbot,  laying  the  shrine  of  the 
holy  martyr  at  his  sovereign's  feet,  threw  himself  prostrate 
before  the  king,  and  won  from  him  permission  to  level  these 
dwellings  among  the  ruins,  to  evict  the  people,  and  leave  them 
homeless  and  roofless  ("  Gesta,"  i.  121).  The  Abbot,  as  landlord, 
claimed  from  the  tenants  a  heriot,  i.e.,  the  best  live  beast  of 
which  the  tenant  died  possessed,  or  his  best  jewel  or  piece  of 
plate ;  and  he  exacted  mercket,  i.e.,  a  fine  paid  in  labour  by 
the  tenant  for  liberty  to  give  his  daughter  in  marriage.  Among 
the  townspeople  (as  we  have  said)  the  main  ground  of  con- 
tention was  the  claim  of  the  Abbot  to  exact  "  villein  service," 
and  to  compel  the  people  "  to  full  their  coarse  cloths,"  and  "  to 
grind  their  corn"  at  the  Abbey  mills.  Oppressed  by  these 
exactions,  they  began  to  set  up  within  the  walls  of  their 
houses  querns  or  handmills  of  their  own.  Ill  brooking  this 
serious  infringement  of  his  manorial  rights,  Abbot  Roger  de 
Norton  forthwith  had  recourse  to  his  powers  of  distraint; 
attempts  were  made  to  seize  and  destroy  these  home  hand- 
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mills,  and  the  town  was  in  an  uproar  in  consequence.    In  the 
year  1308  the  townsmen,  groaning  under  the  oppression  of  the 
Abbot  Hugh,1  tried  again  to  throw  off  the  thraldom  and  refused 
to  grind  at  the  Abbot's  mill.    They  sent  a  deputation  to  demand 
their  liberties,  as  laid  down  in  the  ancient  charter,  a  charter 
which  they  declared  had  been  given  by  King  Offa  to  the  stone- 
masons, carpenters,  and  other  artificers  when  the  Abbey  was 
in  building.     These  rights,  they  said,  were  also  named  in 
Domesday  Book,  viz.,  their  rights  in  meadow,  wood,  and  pond, 
liberty  freely  to  elect  and  send  two  burgesses  to  Parliament, 
freedom   to  use  their  lands,  pastures,  waters,  and  fisheries, 
which  of  old  they  possessed,  liberty  to  keep  handmills  in  their 
homes,  and  to  full  their  cloth  and  grind  their  corn  where  they 
chose.    And  whereas  their  disputes  had  been  heard  and  decided 
in  the  Abbot's  court,  they  desired  that  for  the  future  their 
causes  should  be  tried  by  a  common  jury  before  a  secular  judge. 
The  Abbot  parleys,  the  Abbey  is  attacked,  the  people  are 
repulsed,  and  the  chief  losses  fall  upon  them.2    But  Townsmen 
they  obtain  a  writ  from  the  King,  forbidding  the  $££$ 
Abbot  further  to  molest  them  contra  tenorem  Magnce  charter. 
Chartce  de  libertatihus  Anglice,  and  a  conference  was  held  in 
St  Paul's,  London,  on  February  23rd,  1309,  in  which  the 
claims  of  the  citizens  were  admitted.     Now  at  length  the 
people  hoped  to  win  their  rights,  for  twenty-four  townsmen 
'  were  appointed   to    perambulate  the  town,  and    mark  the 
boundaries  free  from  the  Abbot's  jurisdiction,  and  the  Abbot 
confirmed  the  agreement.    But  the  monks  refused  to  set  their 
seal  to  the  document,  the  convent  protested  against  the  con- 
cessions, and  in  the  course  of  seven  years  they  contrived  to 
obtain  a  verdictatHertford  (the  Abbot  entertaining  the  justiciars 
there)  against  the  chief  citizens  of  St.  Albans,  again  annulling 
the  Deed  of  Liberties,  and  imprisoning  several  townsmen.    The 
handmills  on  this  occasion  were  taken  from  the  Their  demand 
citizens  by  the  Abbot's  armed  servants,  and  placed, ref  oaed- 
&b  silent  witnesses  of  the  people's  serfdom  and  the  surrender  of 
their  rights,  as  a  kind  of  pavement  on  the  floor  of  the  Abbey 
parlour.    This  parlour  was  a  chamber  on  the  west  side  of  the 

1  The  Abbot  Hugh  died  September      Robert  de  Lymbury,  Benedict  Spichfat, 
7th,  1326.  Simon    Ikelford,   and    Luke    Kedham. 

*  Among    the    sufferers   are  named      — "  Gesta,"  ii.  154. 
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great  cloister,  beneath  the  Abbot's  chapel,  where  the  monks 
had  intercourse  with  the  outer  world.  The  door  of  this  par- 
lour is  in  the  south  wall  of  the  nave,  opposite  the  fourth  pillar 
from  the  rood  screen.1 

The  next  Abbot  was  chosen  after  a  sermon  which  pleased  all, 
by  brother  Richard  of  Trenge,  from  the  text,  / have  chosen  you,. 
He  spent  £900  on  a  journey  to  Rome,  and  on  his  knees  before 
the  Pope  he  applied  to  him  the  words  of  Heb.  iv.  16,  and  said 
flatteringly,  if  not  blasphemously,  "Yours  is  the  Throne  of 
Grace,  most  Holy  Father."    Yet  he  had  to  consider  himself 
fortunate  in  having  to  pay  his  Holiness  only  720  marks.     His 
oath  of  obedience  to  the  Pope  is  given  in  full.2    Coming  back 
to  St.  Albans,  his  quarrels  began  with  his  butler,  and  some  "  of 
the  younger  brethren  "  raised  a  tumult  against  him.     He  was  a 
better  man  than  his  predecessor,  and  wrote  upon  geometry  and 
astronomy.     Yet  he  committed  the  "  infamous  deed  "  of  selling 
the  Abbey  books  to  raise  funds  for  the  Abbey  table,  "  making 
the  refreshment  of  the  soul  subservient  to  the  cravings  of  the 
stomach."     But  he  oppressed  the  townsmen  with  stern  severity 
and  injustice,  and  in  a  trial  for  the  murder  of  Amundesham, 
his  officer,  who  had  himself  killed  one  of  the   citizens,  *  he 
sought  to  pack  and  then  to  bribe  the  jury.     Several  townsmen 
were  imprisoned  and  their  rightful  claims  refused.3     Again  the 
townsmen,  worn  out,  are  obliged  to  make  submission  under  the 
Abbot's  threat  of  persecution  to  the  death.    They  surrender 
their  handmills,  charters,  and  the  "  common  chest  with  three 
locks,"  and   the  Abbot  obtains  from   the  Crown  the  further 
power  of  imprisoning  excommunicated  persons. 

And  now,  under  the  rule  of  Thomas  de  la  Mare,  "  the  warren 

rights  and  fishing  rights  were  upheld  in  all  their  stringency. 

Thomas  de  ^oe  ^  ^e  stray  cow  or  horse  that  trespassed  on 

la  Mare,      the  appropriated  meadows  once  convnwn  to  the 

1349-96 

town  j  woe  to  the  luckless  boy  who  snared  a  rabbit, 
or  to  the  youth  who  sent  a  cross-bow  bolt  through  a  fat  buck 
which  had  come  out  in  the  moonlight  to  feed.  Jealously  every 
sack  of  wheat  was  carried  to  the  Abbey  mills.     The  stones  of 

*  Mr.    Ridgway  Lloyd's  "  Account,"  *  "  Gesta,"  ii.  192. 

1873,  p.  47.     He  now  considers  that  it  8  Ibid.,  ii.  219—222,  234—253. 

was  nearer  the  west  front. 
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the  handmills  preached  from  the  parlour  pavement  the  story 
of  the  townsmen's  defeat,  and  warned  them  against  further 
resistance.9'1 

In  the  old  bondage  they  remained  until  the  year  1381,  when 
the  demand  for  liberty,  made  by  the  commons  of  England  in 
several  counties,  was  again  espoused  by  the  towns-  ^  life  of 
men   of  St.  Albans.     Their  leader  was  a  burgess   W.  drinde- 
named  William  Grindecobbe,  who  may  fairly  be  cobbe" 
called  the  citizen  martyr  of  •St.  Albans.     William  Grindecobbe 
had   been  brought  up,  educated,  and  supported  within  the 
precincts  of  the  Abbey,  for  he  was  nearly  related  to  some  of 
the  monks,  though  we  are  not  told  what  the  relationship  was. 
They  no  doubt  intended  him  for  their  brotherhood  when  he 
came  to  riper  years,  and  would  have  made  him  a  monk  like 
themselves.     But  he  saw  enough  within  the  monastery  to 
make  him  desire  to  live  outside  of  it.     He  cast  in  his  lot  with 
the  St  Albans  townsfolk.    He  brought  his  knowledge  and 
education  to  bear  upon  the  wrongs  of  the  citizens,  and  he 
espoused  their  cause  against  the  monks.     On  one  occasion, 
when  two  monks  were  sent  by  the  Abbot  outside  the  precincts  of 
the  monastery  to  measure  and  survey  some  of  the  houses  of  the 
citizens  which  abutted  against  the  walls  (one  of  which  houses 
belonged  to   Grindecobbe),  Grindecobbe  indignantly  repelled 
them  and  frustrated  their  design.    For  this  he  was  afterwards 
seized,  and  compelled  to  do  penance  naked  in  the  presence  of 
the  convent, — treatment  which  is  named  in  the  "  Gesta  "  as  a 
reason  for  his  activity  against  the  Abbot  afterwards.     Patriot- 
ism ran  in  the  family,  for  the  name  of  another  Grindecobbe 
appears  (1309)  on  the  charter  granted  by  Abbot  Hugh  among 
the  signatures  of  the  burgesses.    A  brother,  Henry  Grinde- 
cobbe, appears  in  the  "  Gesta,"  interceding  with  the  king  in 
William's  behalf.     William  Grindecobbe  is  chosen  spokesman 
for  the    townsmen,    and  a  larg6    deputation    go  w.  Grinde- 
up  to  London  and  obtain  an  interview  with  the  ^k^n 
king.    Grindecobbe  enumerates  their  wrongs  and  to  the  king. 
tie  oppressions  of  the  monks,  and  obtains  the  promise  and 
approval  of  the  king,  which  was  embodied  next  day  in  the 
following  letter  to  the  Abbot  :— 

*  Froude,  "Short  Studies,"  iii.  80. 
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"  Very  dear  in  God ; — At  the  petition  of  our  beloved  lieges 
of  the  town  of  St.  Albans,  we  do  will  and  command  that 
certain  charters  being  in  your  keeping,  made  by  our  pro- 
genitor, King  Henry,  unto  the  burgesses  and  good  folks  of  tlie 
said  town,  of  common,  and  of  pasture,  and  of  piscary,  and  of 
certain  other  advantages,  expressed  in  the  same  charters,  as 
they  say,  you  do  cause  to  be  delivered  unto  the  said  burgesses 
and  good  folks,  the  which  law  and  right  require ;  so  that  they 
may  have  no  ground  for  making  plaint  from  henceforth  unto 
us  for  such  reason.  Given  under  our  signet  at  London,  the 
15th  day  of  June  in  the  fourth  year  of  our  reign."1 

Backed  up  by  the  king's  promise,  the  townspeople  made 
their  way  towards  the  Abbey,  swearing  first  a  solemn  oath  to 
stand  by  each  other.  They  moved  upon  the  detested  fences 
which  shut  them  out  from  their  woods  and  meadows.  They 
levelled  the  wall  and  paling  about  the  pastures  of  Sopwell. 
They  broke  the  gates  which  barred  their  entrance  to  Fawnton 
Wood  and  Eywood.  "  A  rabbit  starting  from  its  seat  among 
them,  they  speared  it,  carried  it  on  a  lance-point  into  the 
market-place,  and  set  it  up  there  as  a  symbol  of  free  warren. 
Wherefore,"  comments  the  chronicler  characteristically,  "be- 
cause they  had  infringed  Christ's  patrimony,  their  leaders 
were  afterwards  dragged  over  those  very  pastures,  and  through 
those  woods,  and  then  hanged  according  to  their  demerits,  as 
shall  be  hereafter  told;" — Christ's  patrimony  being,  of  course, 
the  Abbot's  game  preserve.  Approaching  the  Abbey,  their 
first  step  was  to  liberate  the  prisoners  who  had  been  confined 
for  non-payment  of  questionable  exactions.  As  an  example  of 
The  case  of  what  those  prisoners  of  the  Abbot  were,  we  may 
Tybbeson.  teke  the  case  of  N;ch0las  Tybbeson,  one  of  the 
Abbey  tenants.  The  Abbot  made  a  claim  for  eighty  shillings 
against  him.  Tybbeson  disputed  the  debt.  The  Abbot's  serv- 
ants beat  him,  wounded  him,  and  shut  him  up  in  a  dungeon 
till  he  paid  the  money.  Tybbeson  sued  the  Abbot  for  assault 
and  wrongful  imprisonment.  The  Abbot  pleaded  that  Tybbe- 
son was  his  born  "  bond-man,"  and  was  therefore  not  entitled 
to  be  heard;  and  the  court  ruled  that  "the  Abbot  was 
right,  and  Tybbeson  was  further  fined."2      Such  were  the 

»  "  Geata,"  by  Riley,  iii.  306.  a  Froude,  see  "  Gesta,"  iii.  39,  308. 
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prisoners  they  released.     The  king's  letter  arrived,  and  they 
presented  it  to  the  Abbot.     They  demand  the  charter,  the 
rights   over  wood  and  pasture,  ail  rights  of  corn-mill  and 
fulling-mill  as  law  and  reason  required.    The  Abbot  denies 
the  existence  of  the  charter.     The  people  demand  its  delivery, 
and  describe  it  as  having  two  capital  letters,  one  in  gold  and 
the  other  in  azure.     The  Abbot  says  he  will  look  for  it,  and 
thus  tries  to  get  rid  of  his  unpleasant  visitors.     He  delivers  to 
them  certain  old  bonds  which  they  afterwards  burnt  at  the 
cross  in  the  market-place.     These  bonds  were  usually  so  cruel 
and  unjust,  that  the  very  name  of  lawyer  was  hated ;  to  be 
a  scrivener  was  to  be  the  foe  of  the  people's  rights.   As  Shake- 
speare puts  it, — "  Is  not  this  a  lamentable  thing,  that  the  skin 
of  an  innocent  lamb  should  be  made  parchment — that  parch- 
ment scribbled  over  should  undo  a  man  ?"    Before  they  leave 
the  Abbey,  however,  they  take  certain  significant  memorials 
with  them.     We  have  seen  how  the  Abbot's  parlour  had  been 
paved  with  the  mill-stones  that  the  Abbot's  soldiers  had  taken 
from  the  townsfolk.     That  act  of  theft  naturally  rankled  in 
their  minds ;  and  now  they  make  their  way  with  picks  and 
crowbars  to  the  said  parlour,  and  take  up  these  memorials  of 
their  serfdom.     ••  William  Grindecobbe,  William  Cadington,  a 
miller,  with  others,  broke  the  mill-stones  into  small  Grin(iecobbe 
fragments,  giving  a  piece  to  each  person  in  the  distributes 
crowd,  as  the  blessed  bread  is  wont  to  be  broken  themiii- 
and  distributed  in  church  on  Sundays,"  that  each  8tones- 
might  carry  off  a  token   and    memorial    of  the  day  their 
liberties  were  regained.1 

The  people  are  still  loath  to  leave  without  their  charter. 
The  Abbot  draws  up  a  new  one  and  offers  it;  but  they  demand 
the  old  The  Abbot  says  that  he  will  celebrate  mass  and  take 
a  solemn  and  public  oath  upon  the  Sacrament  that  he  knows 
not  where  the  old  charter  is.  The  farmer  at  Kingsbury  makes 
a  demand  for  a  hundred  marks,  which  had  been  extorted 
unjustly  from  him  by  the  Abbot,  and  the  Abbot,  in  fear  lest  the 
people  should  burn  the  farm,  gives  him  twenty. 

He  following  day,  though  the  old  charter  is  not  produced, 
the  Abbot  and  monks,  to  satisfy  the  townsmen,  gave  them  a 

1  i4Ge8ta,"iii.309. 
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new  charter,  which  guaranteed  "  to  the  burgesses  of  the  town 
of  St.  Albans,  present  and  future,  all  their  ancient  liberties  and 
New  charter  rights;  namely,  to  have  and  hold  the  common  of 
won-  pasture  along  the  highway  as  far  as  Stone  Crouch, 

thence  to  Nodaissh;  and  again  as  far  as  Mile-ayssh  towards 
Luton ;  also  in  Barnet  Wood,  Fry  twood,  Dernwellan,  and  along 
the  entire  footpath  crossing  Oyster  £011  to  Kingsbury,  and 
through  Gounelstone.  Again,  the  common  towards  Hertford 
to  Gonne  Woodlane,  and  the  way  called  Bemont  Lane  as  far 
as  Red  Cross,  and  three  meadows  close  by  Sopwell  Mill ;  also 
two  ways  through  Eywood  to  Park-street,  and  thence  to 
Stanesfeld  Mill.  That  they  should  have  power  to  hunt  with 
dogs  and  snares  within  the  said  limits,  and  the  right  of  fishing 
from  the  Fulling  Mill  below  Eywood  to  the  Abbey  Fulling 
Mill,  and  from  Sisseborne  to  the  monastery  Del  Pray.  Also 
the  right  to  have  hand-mills  in  their  houses  or  elsewhere. 
Also  that  the  Abbot's  bailiff  shall  not  have  right  of  entry  into 
the  houses  of  the  burgesses." 

Having  obtained  this  new  charter  in  place  of  the  old,  and 
with  the  like  provisions,  the  townsmen  joyously  make  a  per- 
ambulation of  the  boundaries  described.  The  narrator  goes  on 
to  tell  how  similar  charters  were  granted  to  the  Abbey-tenants 
at  Barnet,  Watford,  Rickmansworth,  Tring,  Red  bourne;  and 
he  gives  a  list  of  no  fewer  than  twenty  towns  in  Hertfordshire, 
each  of  which  obtained  a  like  charter  of  manumission. 

Great  was  the  joy  throughout  the  district  so  long  down- 
trodden and  oppressed,  and  hope  began  to  revive  that  now  at 
The  Abbot  ^eng^^  freedom  and  justice  would  be  gained.    But 
breaks  his   the  people  were  soon  shown  again  how  much  the 
wo  *         promises  and  covenants  of  abbots  and  monks  were 
worth.     Within  a  month  all  was  reversed.     The  Abbot  re- 
nounced his  promises,  the  charters  were  demanded  back,  troops 
were  brought  to  the  town,  and  by  cunning  stratagem  the 
leading  citizens  of  St.  Albans,  William  Grindecobbe,  William 
Cadynton,  and  John  Barber,  were  seized  in  their  beds  by  night, 
and  sent  off  to  Hertford  jail.    In  the  morning  the  town  was 
all  excitement,  and  the  citizens,  holding  a  meeting,  declared 
that  if  their  leaders  were  touched,  a  hundred  for  each  one 
should  answer  for  it.    They  assembled  "  in  their  churches  and 
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conventicles,  and  even  in  the  fields  and  woods  about  the  town ; " 

and  the  Abbot,  in  terror  lest  they  should  set  fire  to  the  Abbey, 

advised   the   release    of  Grindecobbe  on  bail.      Grindecobbe 

engaging  to  return    to    prison  if  the  matter  is  not  settled 

before  the  week  was  out,  was  brought  back,  and  his  fellow 

townsmen   going    bail    for  him  for  £300,  hail   joyfully  his 

return.     They  deliberate  as  to  the  best  course  of  action.    The 

Abbot  had   proved    himself  dishonest,  and  had  thoroughly 

deceived  them,  bnt  still  they  had  not  utterly  lost  hope  in  a  just 

cause.    The  soldiers  are  among  them,  the  king  is  coming  to  take 

the  part  of  the  monks  against  £hem ;  by  force  they  are  again 

about  to  lose  all  they  had  hoped  was  secure :  shall  they  yield, 

or  shall  they  be  firm  ?    And  now  William  Grindecobbe  makes 

the  following  noble  speech : — 

"Fellow-townsmen,  after  long  oppression  you  have  at  last 
secured  your  freedom.  Stand  fast  now,  therefore,  while  stand 
you  may.  Fear  not  for  me.  If  I  am  slain  by  them,  spe^  0f 
I  die  in  the  cause  of  acquired  liberty.  I  shall  count  Grindecobbe. 
myself  happy  if  I  die  a  martyr  in  your  cause.  Act  for  your- 
selves as  you  would  have  acted  if  my  head  had  fallen  yesterday 
at  Hertford  Nothing  saved  me  then  but  the  recall  of  the 
troops  by  the  Abbot.  They  were  already  accusing  me  in  many 
things,  and  they  had  a  judge  favourable  to  themselves  and 
thirsting  for  my  blood." 

Hereupon  the  townsfolk  resolve  to  be  firm,  and  not  to  give  up 
their  rights  until  compelled.  Grindecobbe  kept  his  word  given 
at  Hertford;  the  town  held  out  as  he  had  recommended. 
He  himself,  when  the  week  was  out,  went  back  to  jail,  and  too 
probably  to  death 

And  now  there  comes  upon  the  scene  the  Judge  Robert 
Tresilian,  whose  acquaintance  we  made  in  the  history  of  John 
Balk.  He  summoned  a  jury  of  the  townsfolk,  com-  t^  Judge 
"**™*?"g  them  to  make  a  list  of  the  men  who  had  Tresilian. 
done  anything  wrong.  They  returned  for  answer  that  no 
wrong  had  b4en  done.  Tresilian,  not  content,  summons  them 
again,  and  again  they  declare  that  they  know  no  one  whom 
they  could  justly  indict,  that  they  all  were  faithful  men  and 
good  subjects  of  the  king.  Tresilian  then  threatens  them 
that  if  they  will  not  accuse  any  they  shall  be  accused  and 

4 
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imprisoned  themselves,  and  following  them  into  their  room,  he 
produces  a  list  which  he  and  the  monks  together  had  made, 
telling  them  that  those  in  the  list  should  have  fair  trial,  but 
they  must  indict  them.  "  Sign  this,"  said  he,  "  or  forfeit  your 
lives."  Thus  threatened,  they  signed,  feeling  sure  of  the  inno- 
cence and  acquittal  of  the  accused.  The  judge  then  cunningly 
obtains  a  like  indictment  from  another  twelve,  falsely  repre- 
senting to  these  that  the  first  twelve  had  voluntarily  named 
the  persons  in  his  list.  Keeping  these  second  twelve  in  reserve 
to  pronounce  verdict,  he  charges  and  threatens  a  third  twelve, 
who,  when  shown  the  signatures  of  the  first  twelve,  deposed 
the  same.  After  the  first  and  third  juries  had  thus  made 
indictments,  Tresilian  comes  back  to  the  second  twelve,  and 
because  they  could  not  say  differently  in  their  verdict  than 
they  had  said  when  interrogated,  he  puts  it  to  them  that,  nolens 
volews,  they  must  either  condemn  those  they  had  indicted,  or  ac- 
knowledge themselves  false.  He  further  urges  that  twenty-four 
had  already  agreed,  and  now,  without  further  parley  and  further 
trial,  without  witnesses,  they  must  give  verdict  accordingly. 

Foss  says  concerning  Robert  Tresilian,  "  He  was  promoted 
to  the  office  of  Chief  Justice  on  June  22nd,  1381, 5  Richard  II., 
Character  of  a  week  after  the  murder  of  John  de  Cavendish ;  and 
Tresilian.  £he  fir8t  duty  to  which  he  was  called  was  the  pun- 
ishment of  the  insurgents.  Some  of  the  worst  were  those  who 
had  risen  in  Hertfordshire,  and  forcibly  compelled  the  Abbot  of 
St.  Albans  to  giant  them  various  immunities.  To  that  town 
he  accompanied  the  king ;  and  the  mode  of  trial  he  adopted 
was  somewhat  novel.  He  forced  one  jury  of  twelve  to  present 
the  ringleaders,  according  to  a  list,  previously  prepared;  a 
second  jury  was  next  empanelled,  who  confirmed  the  finding 
of  the  first ;  and  then  the  same  course  was  adopted  with  a  third 
jury.  No  witnesses  appear  to  have  been  examined,  but  every 
party  charged  was  condemned  on  the  personal  knowledge  " — 
say  rather,  on  the  forced  verdict — "  of  these  thirty-six  men. 
The  executions  here  and  in  other  counties  are  described  as 
being  most  numerous,  and  Tresilian's  cruelty  as  having  no 
parallel  till  the  campaign  of  Judge  Jefferies,  three  centuries 
afterwards."  Knighton,  a  contemporary  chronicler,  states  that 
whoever  was  accused  before  him,  whether  guilty  or  innocent, 
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was  sure  to  be  condemned,  and  other  writers  have  extended 
the  number  of  the  sufferers  to  fifteen  hundred. 

The  excited  state  of  the  country  might  perhaps  justify  some 
stringent  proceedings;  but  both  he  and  others  engaged  in 
putting  down  the  rebellion  seem  to  have  been  conscious  that 
they  had  greatly  exceeded  any  warrantable  licence ;  inasmuch  as 
in  the  parliament  of  the  following  November,  an  act  of  pardon 
and  indemnity  was  deemed  expedient  for  those  who  had  acted 
"  without  due  process  of  the  law/'1 

The  character  of  this  Tresilian  is  well  described  in  the  fol- 
owing  lines  occurring  in  George  Ferrers'  "  Mirror  for  Magis- 
trates," 1575.  The  poem  is  entitled,  "The  Fall  of  Sir  Robert 
Tresilian  and  his  Fellows/' 

"  Behold  me,  unfortunate  foreman  of  this  flock, 
Tresilian,  sometime  Chief  Justice  of  this  land, 
A  gentleman  by  birth,  no  stain  was  in  my  stock, 
Locketon,  Holt,  and  Belknap,  with  other  of  my  band, 
Who  the  law  and  justice  had  wholly  in  our  hand, 
Under  the  Second  Richard,  a  prince  of  great  estate, 
To  whom,  and  us  also,  blind  fortune  gave  the  mate. 

"  At  Sessions  and  Assizes  we  bare  the  stroke  and  sway, 
In  patents  and  commissions,  of  Quorum  always  chief ; 
So  that  to  whether  side  soever  we  did  way, 
Were  it  by  right  or  wrong,  it  passed  without  reprief . 
The  true  man  we  let  hang  somewhiles  to  save  a  thief. 
Of  gold  and  of  silver,  our  hands  were  never  empty, 
Offices,  farmes,  and  fees,  fell  to  us  in  great  plenty." 

By  this  Tresilian  on  this  occasion  "the  true  man  was  let 
hang  to  save  a  thief,"  and  William  Grindecobbe,  with  Gnndecobbe 
fourteen  others,  was  sentenced  to  death,  marched  ^^  ^^ 
to  the   meadows  on  the  way  to  Sopwell,  and  there  citizens. 
hanged.     We   may  apply  to  him  David's  words  regarding 

1  Tresilian  suffered  death  as  a  traitor  quidem  decapitari  praecepit,  alios  autem 

on  Feb.  19th,  1388,  after  a  vain  attempt  to  suspendi,  alios  vero  trahi  per  civitates  et 

escape  by  disguising  himself  as  a  farmer.  suspendi  per  quatuor  partes  civitatum, 

Frowsart  says  be  was  beheaded  and  after-  alios  autem  eviscerari,  visceraque  con- 

wards  hanged  upon  a  gibbet,  but  the  par-  cremari    coram    ipsis    viventibus,   pos- 

hanent  Boll  says  he  was  taken  to  the  teaque  decollari  et  in  iv  partes  dividi  ac 

Tower,  and  thence  drawn  through  the  suspendi  per  iv  partes  civitatum  secnn- 

dtr   and    hanged    at    Tyburn. — Foss's  dum  delicti  et  meriti  quantitatem.    Do- 

"jTndges    of    England,"    iv.    102—108.  minus  Johannes  Balle  vero  captus  fait 

Knighton  says  of  him,  "  Nulli  parcens  apud  Coventre  et  ductus  apud  sanctum 

fecit  stragem  magnam.    Nam  quicunque  Albanum  ibique  prsecepto  regis  tractus 

accusatns  fuerat  coram  eo  in  causa  supra-  fuit  et  suspensus,    atque  in  iv  partes 

dicta  sive  juste  rive  ex  odio,8tatimipsum  divisus  quae  ad  iv  loca  sunt  missae  et 

mortis  sententia    plectebat.     Et   alios  suspensK."— Twysden,x.  Script.  2643, 4. 
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Abner — "  As  a  man  falleth  before  wicked  men,  so  fellest  thou." 
The  king  had  now  arrived,  and  was  entertained  by  the  Abbot 
and  monks,  who  soon  won  him  over  to  their  side  in  spite  of 
his  letter,  and  all  that  been  done  and  promised  for  the  people's 
liberties  was  annulled.  After  the  execution,  the  burgesses 
took  down  the  bodies  of  their  friends,  intending  to  bury  them. 
Thereupon  the  king  (again  prompted  by  the  monks)  ordered 
that  iron  chains  should  be  made,  and  that  the  bodies  of  the 
hanged  be  brought  back  to  the  gibbets  and  hanged  again  in 
the  said  chains ;  and  that  this  was  to  be  done  by  the  citizens 
with  their  own  hands !  Thus  were  the  citizens  of  St.  A1h^n» 
compelled  to  rehang  the  bodies  of  their  fellow-citizens  with 
their  own  hands,  the  bodies  already  showing  signs  of  putre- 
faction. This,  says  Walsingham,1  was  "deservedly  the  foul 
duty  of  the  men  called  citizens,  thus  bringing  upon  themselves 
eternal  opprobrium."  He  tells  us  that  the  citizens  had  to  make 
use  of  the  chains  by  which  their  dogs  were  fastened,  for  this 
purpose ;  and  thus  the  judgment  of  God  (he  says)  was  mani- 
fested against  them,  the  dogs  being  let  loose,  and  their  masters 
being  bound  to  the  obsequies  of  such  a  vile  servitude, — hanging 
the  corpses  of  their  fellow-citizens  with  the  chains  of  their  dogs. 

Satanic  ingenuity  could  no  further  go.  To  this  depth  of 
cruel  degradation  did  the  Abbot  and  monks  of  St.  Albans  bring 
its  burgesses,  whose  only  crime  had  been  an  effort  to  obtain 
justice  and  their  rights.  Again  were  they  compelled  to  hang 
the  bodies  of  their  comrades  upon  the  gibbets  erected  probably 
near  Sopwell  Lane.  As  we  look  upon  the  city  with  its  Abbey 
lighted  up  with  the  evening  sun,  that  hateful  vision — no  vision 
then,  but  a  stern  reality — must  ever  rise  in  all  its  horror  before 
our  saddened  imagination ;  the  vision  of  the  St.  Albans  towns- 
men compelled  to  rehang  in  chains  the  bodies  of  their  champions 
and  friends,  and  this  upon  the  very  gibbets  from  which,  with 
tender  hands  and  tearful  eyes,  they  had  taken  them  down  in 
order  to  perform  the  last  sad  offices  of  bereaved  affection. 

It  is  not  out  of  place  that  we,  gathered  as  we  are  on  a 
Sunday  evening  in  a  St.  Albans  chapel,3  within  a  few  hundred 
yards  of  the  very  spot   where    this  tragedy   was    enacted, 

»  Gesta,  as  before,  iii.  355.  Lectures,  in  the  Congregational  Chapel, 

*  These  reminiscences  were  originally      St.  Albans,  during  the  winter  of  1882 — 3. 
given  in  a  course  of  Sunday  Evening 
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should  recall  the  scene,  relate  the  sad  story  of  the  sufferings 
of  our  ancestors,   recognise  their  virtue  and  their 
self-sacrifice,  and  rank  the  chief  of  them,  William  belongs  t/our 
Grindecobbe,  as  our  citizen  martyr  ?    It  is  to  the  like    retrosPect- 
of  him  and  his  fellow-sufferers  that  we  owe  the  liberties,  civil  and 
religious,  that  we  enjoy.     Is  it  not  a  religious  duty  to  call  to 
mind  the  history,  and  to  bring  to  light  the  virtues  and  sufferings 
of  these  Worthies  from  under  the  rubbish  of  centuries  ?    The 
Abbey  is  being  restored,  and  it  is  only  reasonable  and  right  that 
its  history  should  be  restored  likewise.   However  much  there  be 
in  the  material  restoration  to  gratify  the  eye,  there  is  far  more 
in  the  recorded  history  to  instruct  the  conscience.    If  we  peruse 
the  records  of  "  the  cloud  of  witnesses  "  that  it  has  pleased  God 
for  our  learning  to  place  and  to  preserve  in  His  revelation  of 
love  and  holiness,  from  the  narrative  of  Israel  in  Egypt  to  the 
wars  of  Joshua,  and  onwards  through  the  history  of  the  Judges 
to  the  times  of  Samuel  and  the  life  of  David,  as  well  as  through 
the  Books  of  Kings,  we  find  that  the  Bible  is  fc  r  us  a  record  of 
many  a  struggle  for  liberty  out  of  bondage,  for  right  against 
might,  for  good  in  the  face  of  evil.    And  one  after  another  its 
heroes  pass  before  us,  confronted  by  the  tyrants  and  wicked  of 
their  day,  as  the  objects  of  our  sympathy  and  our  emulation. 
Nay,  what  was  the  life  and  death  of  the  Captain  of  our  Salva- 
tion, in  the  midst  of  religious  bigotry  and  persecution,  but  a 
great  battle  fought,  of  holiness  against  sin,  of  right  against 
might,  of  love  in  the  face  of  hate,  of  freedom  confronting 
oppression,  of  heaven  against  hell  ?    Surely  then  we  are  not 
wrong  when  we  reckon  the  struggles  of  our  own  townsmen 
five  centuries  ago,  and  the  sufferings  of  those  who  laid  down 
their  lives  in  the  same  good  fight,  as  worthy  our  study  and 
admiration  too.     Is  it  not  to  them,  to  men  who,  like  William 
Grindecobbe,  gave  up  worldly  ease  and  wealth  that  he  might 
lead  on  his  fellow-citizens  out  of  a  bondage  as  sore  perad venture 
as  that  of  Egypt,  that  we  owe  the  freedom  which  now  we 
enjoy  ?    The  blood  of  the  martyrs,  we  say,  is  the  seed  of  the 
Church.    The  blood  of  the  martyrs,  we  may  add,  is  the  germ 
of  English  liberty. 

Grindecobbe,  the  youth,  refused  to  conform  to  the  manners 
of  the  monks  among  whom  he  was  reared.     He  turned  his 
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back  upon  them,  Grindecobbe,  when  he  was  come  to  years, 
refused  to  acquiesce  in  the  cruel  serfdom  in  which  he  found  his 
fellow-townsmen.  Religion  and  piety,  the  love  of  God  and 
man  alike  beckoned  him  on,  and  in  the  brave  effort  to  break 
the  iron  yoke  of  the  proud  and  unscrupulous  priesthood,  which 
for  centuries  was  crushing  his  brethren,  he  laid  down  his  life. 
Listen  to  his  words  again,  they  are  worth  remembering, — 
"  Fellow  townsmen,  fear  not  for  me.  If  I  am  slain  I  die  in- 
the  cause  of  acquired  liberty.  I  shall  count  myself  happy  if  I 
die  a  martyr  in  your  cause"  Noble  words ;  and  though  his 
The  issue  of  death  was  followed  by  still  heavier  burdens  and  sorer 
the  tyranny,  bondage,  it  was  only  that  the  cup  of  the  monks' 
iniquity  might  be  fulL  Another  century  and  a  half  was  to 
pass,  and  then  Abbot  and  monks  were  swept  away,  not  out  of 
St.  Albans  only,  but  out  of  the  country,  from  north  to  south, 
from  east  to  west.  Then  took  place  a  great  and  just  confisca- 
tion, the  deliverance  of  our  national  soil  out  of  the  hands 
of  these  spiritual  lords  who  had  held  it  so  long. 

As  far  as  the  Abbey  is  concerned,  a  great  change,  nay  trans- 
formation, took  place.  The  townspeople  bought  the  building 
in  relation  to  f°r  £600,  and  concerted  it,  a  part  into  their  parish 
the  Abbey,  church,  and  a  part — the  Lady  Chapel — into  their 
Grammar  School.1  Nevertheless  there  was  no  small  prejudice 
in  the  minds  of  the  townsfolk  in  Elizabeth's  reign  against  the 
place  which  had  been  for  centuries  identified  in  their  minds 
with  ecclesiastical  tyranny  and  Romish  error;  and  we  find 
traces  of  this  prejudice  surviving  in  the  seventeenth  century. 
William  Westerman,  B.D.,  the  vicar  of  Sandridge  and  chaplain 
to  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  more  than  once  refers  to  this 
feeling,  and  argues  against  it  in  his  sermons.    "  If/'  he  says 

1  "Edward  VL,  by  his  charter  12th  May,  charter  of  incorporation  granted  to  the 

1653,  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  £400,  Borough   by  this  monarch.     The    fee 

and  a  yearly  fee  farm  rent  of  £10  paid  farm  rent  was  afterwards  redeemed  by 

to  him  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  Borough,  the  inhabitants  of  the  Borough  on  July 

granted  the    same,  together  with    the  30th,  1684,  for  £200,  and  the  deed  of  re- 

advowson  and  right  of  patronage  thereto  demption   is  now  in  their   possession. 


e,  to  the  Mayor  and  Burgesses  among  the  archives  of  the  Corporation.'* 
of  St.wAlbans  for  ever,  to  serve  as  the  — Clutterbuck,  i.  44.  He  also  gives  in  full 
parish  church  of  the  Borough  instead  of  the  Charter,  Appendix  I.,  p.  30,  wherein 
the  late  church  of  St.  Andrew,  which  the  Grammar  School  as  well  as  the 
stood  within  the  precincts  of  the  Borough,  church  is  named.  The  election  of  sue- 
in  a  plot  of  ground  now  converted  into  cessive  ministers  of  the  Abbey  according 
an  orchard  contiguous  to- the  N.W.  angle  to  the  charter  rests  for  ever  and  inalien- 
of  the  nave  of  the  Abbey  church.  This  ably  with  the  Mayor  and  Burgesses, 
bargain  was  confirmed  by  a  clause  in  the 
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a  oar  booses  of  prayer,  perhaps  because  they  have  been  abused 

to  idolatry,  offend  you,  behold  the  Gospel  preached  hath  pulled 

idols  out  of  our  hearts,  and  our  discipline  hath  abolished  them 

out  of  our  houses  and  churches.  .  .  .  There  is  a  touch  of  this 

conceit  in  the  minds  of  some  simple  people  that  maketh  them 

nervous  not  only  to  enter  but  to  name  our  churches,  or  the 

saints  by  whose  names  they  are  called ;  which  perhaps  they 

would    not   do   if    they  understood  that  Geneva  and  other 

Reformed  Churches,  as  well  as  we,  both  used  the  churches  that 

had  been  abused,  and  retained  the  names  of  the  martyrs  for 

distinctness'  sake." 1 

And  in  a  sermon  preached  in  St.  Albans  Abbey,  to  raise 
funds  for  its  repair  in  1612,  he  argues  against  the  prejudices 
felt  by  many  against  that  very  building. 

He  says,  "  Some  object  that  the  purpose  is  to  re-edifie  an 
Abbey  Church,  as  though  it  were  some  needlesse  forlorne 
monument  of  superstition.  It  is  farre  otherwise:  Apology  for 
for  this  church  was  reserved  from  the  spoile,  purged  ^pairing  it. 
from  the  abuses,  and  purchased  by  the  inhabitants  for  a 
parish  Church,  so  created  and  consecrated  to  God's  divine 
service  in  the  time  of  the  Reformation,  and  by  the  Authoritie 
of  King  Edward  the  Sixth  of  blessed  memorie,  and  so  hath 
continued  with  the  frequent  resort  of  many  passengers  and  a 
great  people  inhabiting  the  towne.  But  a  lesse  church  (will 
some  say)  would  serve  the  people.  It  is  true ;  but  then  who 
should  have  the  parings  and  the  shreds  ?  When  a  tree  falls, 
every  one  gathereth  up  the  stickes.  Great  things  by  that 
meanes  come  to  little.  When  his  Majestie  was  pleased  to  pro- 
vide for  the  repaire  of  this  church  hee  knew  well  that  a  lesse. 
coate  would  have  served  the  little  boy  in  Xenophon  than  his 
owne,  and  the  greater  would  have  fitted  the  bigger ;  that  a 
lesse  church  would  have  served  the  people  perhaps  for  fitnesse, 
but  yet  his  high  wisdom  deemed  the  preservation  of  a  propertie 
to  bee  best  justice/' 3 

i  "The  Faithful  8ervant,  or  Mephi-  the   Lord    Archbishop   of    Canterbury 

bosbeth,"  2  8am.  xix.  29,  and  M  Solomon's  [Abbot],  1608. 

Porch,  or  a  Caveat  to  them  that  enter  *  "  Jacob's  Well,  or  a  Sermon  preached 

God's  House,"  Eccles.  ir.  17,  in  two  ser-  before  the  king's  most  excellent  majestie 


1  at  Paul's  Cross.   Allowed  at  St.  Albans  in  his  summer 

by  authority,  and  now  published  upon  1612.    By  William  Westerman,  B.DT,  and 

occasion,  by   William    Wbstkrman,  chaplain  to  the  Lord  Archbishop  of  Gan- 

Bachelor  of  Divinity  and  Chaplain  to  terbury."    LoDdon,  1613. 
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This  reasoning  shows  how  at  that  time  among  our  towns- 
folk there  existed  a  remembrance  of  the  old  disagreeable  asso- 
ciations of  the  building,  and  an  indisposition  to  spend  money 
in  the  repair  of  such  a  "  forlorn  monument  of  superstition." 

A  needless  forlorn  monument  of  superstition ;  such  was 
the  estimate,  as  far  back  as  1612,  of  the  Abbey  of  St.  Albans, 
entertained  by  not  a  few  who  objected  to  the  proposal  "  to  re- 
edifie  it,"  and  no  wonder  when  we  remember  its  history  and 
associations.  The  Sandridge  parson  argued  for  its  repair, 
"because  it  was  purchased  by  the  inhabitants  for  a  parish 
church/'  "because  our  discipline  hath  abolished  idols  out  of 
our  churches  even  as  the  Gospel  preached  in  it  hath  pulled 
idols  out  of  our  hearts,"  and  because  "  it  was  consecrated  to 
God's  divine  service  in  the  time  of  the  Reformation,  and  by  the 
authority  of  Edward  VI."  These  pleas  still  hold  good ;  they 
cannot  be  gainsaid ;  and  we  have  reason  to  hope  that  our  Abbey, 
in  its  new  lease  of  life,  may  be  a  bulwark  of  the  Protestant 
religion  in  England  against  the  encroachments  of  Romanism, 
and  the  champion  of  citizen  rights  and  of  the  people's  freedom  in 
matters  of  education  and  learning,  of  temperance  and  godliness. 

How  thankful  should  we  be  that  the  battle  for  truth  and 
liberty,  in  which  William  Grindecobbe  and  his  comrades  fell, 
has  in  our  city  and  in  our  country  been  in.  great  part  fought 
and  won.  No  longer  is  it  possible  in  England  for  prelates  and 
abbots,  monks  and  nuns,  to  bear  sway  over  the  liberties  and 
homes  of  men.  No  longer  can  they  trample  upon  the  people's 
rights,  and  usurp  authority  over  their  municipal  and  national 
affairs.  Thank  God !  we  are  rid  of  that  despotism  once  for  all. 
True  indeed  there  are  not  lacking  signs  of  activity  among  those 
who  would  bring  back  the  Confessional  and  re-establish  its 
enslaving  power,  nay,  who  would  introduce  afresh  the  idolatry 
of  the  Mass.  But  we  need  not  fear.  England  is  Protestant 
to  the  backbone,  and  the  backbone  of  England  is  her  Pro- 
testantism. Let  us  be  true  to  our  privileges,  true  to  our 
country,  true  to  our  Saviour  and  King.  While  denying  priestly 
power,  let  us  submit  to  His  gracious  and  holy  rule,  who  alone 
is  King  in  Zion.  If  we  are  to  prosper,  Jesus  must  reign  in 
our  hearts,  Jesus  must  reign  in  our  homes,  Jesus  must  reign 
in  our  Churches,  Jesus  must  reign  in  our  land. 


IV. 

GEORGE  TANKERFIELD,  THE  PROTESTANT  MARTYR. 

uBe  thou  faithful  unto  death,  and  I  will  give  thee  a  crown  of  life" — REV. 
ii.10. 

IT  is  an  interesting  fact  that  each  great  epoch  of  English 
Church  history  has  its  representative  at  St.  Albans.  The 
introduction  of  Christianity  into  Britain  has  its  Epochs  of 
impress  and  embodiment  in  the  very  name  of  our  chiipdi 
city.  The  growth  of  monastic  life  with  the  rule  of  history. 
monastic  institutions  in  our  land  has  its  monument  in  the 
Abbey,  whose  Boman-bricked  tower,  rising  above  the  shrine 
beneath,  is  still  a  landmark  visible  from  afar.1  The  rise  of 
Lollardy  as  a  revolt  against  the  superstition  and  profligacy 
of  the  monasteries,  and  the  errors  of  Rome  in  England,  is 
marked  for  us  by  the  martyrdom  of  John  Balle,  the  disciple 
of  Wyclif,  and  the  Lollard  preacher.  The  popular  struggles  of 
the  Commons  for  liberty  against  the  exactions  and  tyranny  of 
the  Church  are  represented  in  William  Grindecobbe,  our 
citizen  martyr.  The  overthrow  of  ecclesiastical  rule  by  the 
dissolution  of  the  monasteries  under  Henry  VIII.  has  its 
standing  memorial  in  the  ruined  walls  of  Sopwell  nunnery.3 
And  the  temporary  re-establishment  of  Romanism  in  England 
during  the  reign  of  "the  bloody  Mary,"  together  with  the 
burnings  of  heretics  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  has  its 
special  memento  for  us  in  George  Tankerfield,  the  Protestant 
martyr,  burnt  to  death  for  refusing  to  believe  in  the  doctrine 
of  the  Real  Presence,  near  the  west  end  of  the  Abbey,  in 
Homeland,  on  the  26th  day  of  August,  in  the  year  1555. 

1  Even  from  the  heights  of  north  Lon-      on  the  right  approaching  the  St.  Albans 
don,  from  Hampstead  Heath.  terminus. 

*  Visible  from  the  L.  &  N.  W.  railway 
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During  the  reign  of  the  boy-king,  Edward  VI.,  Protestantism 
was  not  only  tolerated,  but  adopted  by  the  State  as  the  national 
religion.  John  Hooper  (afterwards  martyred  as  a  Protestant) 
was  Bishop  of  Gloucester  and  Worcester ;  Miles  Coverdale  was 
Bishop  of  Exeter;  William  Barlow  was  Bishop  of  Bath; 
Nicholas  Ridley  was  Bishop  of  London ;  Hugh  Latimer,  though 
declining  to  resume  his  see,  was  one  of  the  king's  preachers  ; 
and  Cranmer  (afterwards  burned)  was  Archbishop  of  Canter- 
Cha  of  bury.  No  sooner  did  Mary  come  to  the  throne,  in 
Mary*  1553,  than  she  boasted  herself  "a  virgin  sent  of 
reign.  ^^  ^  ^.^  ^^  tame  the  people  of  England." l  The 
Protestant  bishops  were  deprived,  and  the  Roman  Catholic 
bishops  restored.  Edmund  Bonner  again  became  Bishop  of 
London ;  Stephen  Gardiner,  Bishop  of  Winchester ;  and  Car- 
dinal Pole  was  made  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  in  Cranmer 's 
place.  At  once  persecution  began;  great  numbers  were  com- 
mitted to  prisons,  and  the  fires  of  Smithfield  were  kindled. 
It  is  estimated  that  during  the  four  years  1555 — 1558,  288 
persons  were  burnt  to  death  for  heresy,  besides  those  who  died 
of  famine  in  sundry  prisons.9 

The  temper  of  Bishop  Bonner  soon  became  manifest,  and  in 
our  county  of  Hertford  too.  In  November  1554  he  was  going 
Bishop  on  k*8  Citation  from  Bishop's  Stortford  towards 
Bonner  in  Hadham;  and,  drawing  near  his  own  parish,  he  was 
'  'surprised  to  find  no  stirring  there  in  his  honour. 
"He  grew  into  some  choler;  the  nearer  he  approached,  the 
hotter  was  his  fit;  and  the  quieter  the  bells  were,  the  unquieter 
was  his  mood.  Thus  he  rode  on,  chafing  and  fuming  with 
himself.  *  What  meameth '  (saith  he)  '  that  knave  the  clerk  that 
he  ringeth  nott  and  the  parson  that  he  meeteth  Trie  ivotV  with 
sundry  other  words  of  fiery  element.  The  impatient  prelate, 
coming  to  the  town,  alighted,  called  for  the  key  of  the  church, 
and  entered.  But  finding  no  sacrament  hanged  up,  nor  rood- 
loft  decked  after  the  Romish  precept  (which  had  commanded 
a  well-favoured  rood  or  crucifix  of  tall  stature  to  be  set  up 
in  all  churches),  he  curtailed  his  devotions,  and  fell  from  choler 

1  Hales,  quoted  by  Strype,  Cranmer,       vol.  ii.,  Part  II.,  p.  566).   The  references 
442.  throughout  are  to  the  Oxford  edition  of 

9  See   a   list   in   Strype  (Memorials,       Strype's  Works,  8vo,  1828. 
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and  melancholy  to  flat  madness,  swearing  and  raging  with  a 
hunting  oath  or  two,  and  by  no  beggars,  that  in  his  own  church, 
where  he  hoped  to  have  seen  best  order,  he  found  most  dis- 
order, and  calling  the  parson  (Dr.  Bricket)  knave  and  heretic. 
When  the  parson  apologized,  on  the  ground  that  the  Bishop 
had  arrived  before  his  time,  Bonner  cried,  'Before  God  thou 
art  a  knave  ;  avaunrvt,  heretic/9  and  struck  at  him.    Thereupon 
he  took  horse  again,  refusing  to  stay  even  to  dine  at  Hadham 
(where  he  had  arranged  to  spend  four  days),  and  rode  that 
night  to  Ware."1 

At  St.  Albans,  as  in  many  other  places,  the  Protestant  clergy 
were  supplanted  by  Romanists.     Giles  Ferrers  had  been  Arch- 
deacon, and  he,  his  brother,  and  his  nephew  George  (born  at 
St.  Albans),  were  well  known  as  favourers  of  the  Reformation. 
Dr.  George  Witherall  also,  who  had  been  appointed  minister 
of  the  Abbey,  had  to  fly ;  and  in  the  place  of  these  we  find 
William  East,  a  thorough  Romanist,  and  Mr.  Grimoald,  or 
Grimbold,  who  had  been  chaplain  to  Bishop  Ridley,  but  who 
secretly  recanted,  and  acted  as  a  spy  on  the  imprisoned  pro- 
fessors of  the  Gospel.*    Lawrence  Sanders,  the  martyr,  when 
travelling  as  a  prisoner  from  London  to  Coventry.   iiawrence 
where  he  was  burnt,  came  the  first  night  to  St.   §an^at 
Albans,  where  this  Mr.  Grimbold  visited  him,  per- 
suading him  to  recant,  and  making  light  of  the  errors  of 
Popery.     Thereupon  Sanders  solemnly  took  a  cup  in  his  hand, 
and  asked  Grimbold  if  he  would  pledge  him  of  that  cup  which 
he  had  soon  to  drink  to  the  dregs,  meaning  his  martyrdom. 
Grimbold  by  his  shrugging  and  shrinking  showing  what  he 
was,  said,  "  Of  that  cup  which  is  in  your  hand  I  will  pledge 
you;  but  of  that  other  which  you  mean  1  will  not  promise 
you."    "  Well,"  said  Master  Sanders,  "  my  dear  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  hath  begun  to  me  of  a  more  bitter  cup  than  mine  shall 
be,  and  shall  I  not  pledge  my  most  sweet  Saviour  ?    Yes,  I 
hope."*    Such  is  the  scene  pictured  for  us  at  St.  Albans  on  the 
6th  of  February,  1555,  between  the  parson  Grimbold  and  the 
martyr  Lawrence  Sanders. 
As  to   William  East,  the  Archdeacon,  the  Acta  of  the 

>  Fox' a  Acts  and  Monuments,  viii.,  86,  87. 
9  Strype's  Cranmer  and  Memorials,  III.,  i.  229. 
*  Fox's  Acts  and  Monuments,  iii.  114. 
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Archdeaconry  afford  clear  proof  of  his  stern  and  unrelenting 
Penances  enforcement  of  Romish  doctrine  and  rituaL  We 
imposed,  g^  ^  f0uowing  penance  more  than  once  imposed 
upon  a  parishioner  (Robert  Kingswood),  whose  sole  crime 
was  absence  from  the  parish  church,  or  non-attendance  at 
mass.  "Upon  Sunday  next  coming  he  shall  stand  at  the 
church  door  before  the  procession-time  with  a  taper  of  wax 
high  in  his  hand,  and  go  before  the  cross  about  the  church- 
yard barefoot  in  his  shirt,  with  a  sheet  about  him,  and  after 
the  procession  to  kneel  before  the  rood  till  offertory  time,  and 
then  to  offer  up  his  candle  into  the  hand  of  the  priest." 1  At 
this  time  Nicholas  Savage  was  priest  at  St.  Peter's,  Thomas 
Wethered  at  St.  Michael's,  and  Robert  Philipps  at  St  Stephen's. 
They  seem  all  to  have  acquiesced  in  the  changes  of  Mary's  reign. 
The  prisons  of  London  were  soon  crowded  with  Protestants ; 
and,  in  order  to  expedite  business,  they  were  sent  in  batches 
for  trial  before  the  Bishop.  Ten  were  thus  transferred  with 
a  letter  from  the  commissioners  to  Bonner,  dated  July  2nd, 
1555,  requesting  him  to  examine  them,  and  to  deal  with  them 
according  to  the  ecclesiastical  laws.  Of  these,  three  sickened 
and  languished  afterwards  in  the  Lollard's  Tower;  and  thence 
they  were  removed  into  sundry  houses  in  London,  where  they 
departed  this  life.  Their  corpses  were  cast  out  into  the  fields, 
and  buried  by  night  by  their  faithful  brethren ;  for  none  durst 
do  it  in  the  day.  One,  a  maiden  named  Joan  Lashford,  whose 
father  and  mother  had  been  martyred,  was  reserved,  and 
suffered  at  the  stake  the  following  January.  The  remaining 
six  were  burnt  in  different  places  during  the  month  of  August. 
They  were  mutual  friends,  and  were  most  of  them  resident  in 
London.  Bonner  had  them  brought  to  his  house  at  Fulham 
for  examination  on  the  11th  and  12th  of  July.  Prominent 
among  them  were  Robert  Smith,  who  held  a  clerkship  at 
Ebon  College,  Windsor,  and  one  George  Tankerfield.  While 
in  prison  together  they  held  frequent  meetings,  reading  the 
Scriptures,  and  confirming  one  another  in  the  true  faith  of 
Christ.      Bonner  called  Tankerfield  "Master  Speaker,"  be- 

1  The  Acta  of  the  Archdeaconry  of  St.  of  Anna  supplied  by  the  clergy,  certified 

Albans  are  in  Somerset  House.    A  few  copies  of  Registers  (very  imperfect  from 

interesting  M88.  are  still  in  the  Abbey,  1660 — 1670)  in  the  several  parishes  of 

bundles  of  Letters,  Penances,  Terriers,  the  Archdeaconry. 
Inventories  of  Church  Furni  ture,  Returns 
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cause  he  was  fluent  of  tongue  and  prompt  with  his  answers ; 
axtd   Robert  Smith  he  nicknamed  "Master  Controller;"  for, 
with  all  his  cruelty,  Bonner  had  a  vein  of  jocosity  in  his 
bearing.1 

George  Taxkerfield,  the  Protestant  martyr  of  St.  Albans, 
was  born  in  the  city  of  York  in  the  year  1527.  He  was  brought 
up  in  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  and  was  "a  very  Tankerfieid's 
papist"  in  King  Edward's  days,  and  till  the  begin-  early  life. 
ning  of  Mary's  reign.  But  perceiving  the  great  cruelty  used 
on  the  Pope's  side,  he  was  brought  into  doubt  of  their  doings, 
and  began  (as  he  said)  in  his  heart  to  abhor  them.  In  him 
was  fulfilled  the  saying,  "  The  blood  of  the  martyrs  is  the  seed 
of  the  Church/'  So  relentless  were  the  persecutors,  that  they 
shook  the  faith  even  of  their  friends.  As  to  "the  mass,"  he 
had  bat  a  doubtful  opinion  before,  and  much  striving  with 
himself.  Removing  to  London,  he  followed  the  business  of 
cook,  keeping  a  shop,  and  finding  employment  in  the  houses 
of  the  rich.  The  house  he  lived  in  was  at  the  corner  of 
Chancery  Lane,  in  Fleet  Street.  He  married  a  relative — 
perhaps  sister— of  Robert  Smith,  who  speaks  in  his  letters  of 
"his  sister  Tankerfield,"  and  who  tells  his  friends  to  direct 
their  letters  "to  be  delivered  at  Chancery  Lane  end  to  my 
sister  Tankerfield;"  and  adds,  "Ye  shall  always  hear  of  me 
at  Tankerfieid's  house."  All  this  shows  a  close  connection 
between  the  two  sufferers,  Tankerfield  and  Robert  Smith. 

Fox  describes  Tankerfieid's  conversion  thus : — "  In  his  per- 
plexity he   fell  to  prayer,  desiring  God  in  mercy  to  open 
to  him   the  truth,  that  he  might  be   thoroughly      His  con- 
persuaded  concerning  the  mass,  whether  it  were  of      version. 
God  or  not.     If  not,  that  he  might  utterly  hate  it  in  his  heart 
and  abhor  it.     The  Lord  mercifully  heard  his  prayer,  working 
daily  more  and  more  in  him  to  detest  and  abhor  the  same. 
He  now  began   to   read  the  Testament,  whereby  the  Lord 
enlightened  his  mind  with  the  knowledge  of  the  truth,  work- 
ing' in  Mm  a  lively  faith,  and  making  him  utterly  to  detest  all 
Pipistry  so  that  he  came  no  more  to  their  doings.    This  lively 
faith  within  him  kindled  such  a  flame  as  would  not  be  kept 
in.  bat  found  utterance  in  the  confession  thereof,  reproving  his 

*  Fox,  Acta  and  Monuments,  iii.  884. 
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own  former  doings  to  his  friends,  and  exhorting  them  to  turn 
to  the  truth  with  him." * 

About  this  time  it  pleased  God  to  strike  Tankerfield  with 
sickness,  from  which  he  suffered  for  many  weeks.  On  a 
Treachery  ^rt**11  day,  to  take  the  air  abroad,  he  rose  up,  and 
of  his  went  for  a  walk  in  the  Temple  fields  to  see  the 
rayers.  8j100^ers  While  he  was  out,  Beard,  yeoman  of  the 
guard,  came  to  his  house  and  enquired  for  him,  pretending  to 
his  wife  that  he  only  came  to  get  him  to  come  and  dress  a 
banquet  at  Lord  Paget's.  Tankerfield's  wife,  seeing  Beard 
respectably  dressed  and  in  plain  clothes,  took  him  for  some 
honest  gentleman,  and  with  all  speed  prepared  herself  to  fetch 
her  husband,  having  a  good  hope  he  would  now  earn  some 
money.  And  lest  the  gentleman  should  be  wearied  in  waiting, 
she  fetched  him  a  cushion  to  sit  on,  laid  a  fair  napkin  before 
him  and  set  bread  thereon,  while  she  went  out  for  her 
husband.  When  Tankerfield  heard  it,  he  said,  "A  banquet, 
woman?  indeed  it  is  such  a  banquet  as  will  not  be  very 
pleasant  to  the  flesh;  but  God's  will  be  done."  When  he 
came  home  he  saw  who  it  was,  and  called  him  by  his  name.2 

Thus  Tankerfield  was  delivered  to  the  constable,  and  brought 
to  Newgate  about  the  last  day  of  February  1555,  by  the  said 
Beard,  yeoman  of  the  guard,  and  Simon  Ponder,  pewterer, 
constable  of  St.  Dunstan's  in  the  West,  sent  in  by  Roger 
Chomley,  knight,  (one  of  the  commissioners  against  the  Pro- 
testants, a  turncoat  and  a  covetous  man,  as  Strype  describes 
him),8  and  by  Dr.  Martin,  Bishop  Bonner's  registrar. 

Being  thus  brought  to  prison  by  his  adversaries,  at  length 
with  the  other  nine  he  was  also  brought  to  his  examination 
before  Bonner.  Bonner,  after  his  accustomed  manner,  Accusations 
ordered  his  articles  touching  auricular  confession  ^g*™**  a1™- 
and  the  sacrament  of  the  altar  to  be  read,  and  demanded 
submission  to  them.  To  these  Tankerfield  answered,  first  that 
he  was  not  confessed  to  any  priest  five  years  past,  nor  to  any 

i  Acts  and  Monuments,  iii.  H29.  Beard  through,  had  not  the  constable, 

3  Tankerfield's  wife  must  have  been  whom  Beard  had  sent  for  by  his  man, 

a  spirited  woman,  for  we  are  told  that,  come  in  and  rescued  him.    Yet  she  sent 

"  finding  herself  deceived  by  this  traitor  a  brick-bat  after  him,  and  hit  him  on 

of  an-  informer,  she  would  play  Peter's  the  back." — Fox. 

part  against   Judas,  and  instead  of  a  '  Annals,  I.,  part  i.,  p.  67. 

sword  took  a  spit,  and  would  have  run 
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oilier  bat  only  to  God ;  and  further  denying  that  he  would 
hereafter  "be  confessed  to  any  priest,  for  that  he  found  not 
auricular  confession  anywhere  in  the  New  Testament,  which 
was  Christ's  book.  And  concerning  the  Sacrament  of  the 
altar,  he  confessed  that  he  neither  had  nor  did  believe  that  in 
the  said  sacrament  there  is  the  real  body  and  blood  of  Christ, 
because  Christ's  body  is  ascended  to  heaven,  and  there  doth  sit 
at  the  right  hand  of  God  the  Father. 

And,  moreover,  he  said  that  the  mass  now  used  in  the 
Church  of  England  was  full  of  idolatry  and  abomination,  and 
against  the  Word  of  God.  He  also  affirmed  that  there  are  but 
two  Sacraments  in  the  Church  of  Christ,  Baptism  and  the 
Lord's  Supper.  To  these  assertions  he  said  he  would  stand, 
and  so  he  did  to  the  end. 

The  Bishop  exhorted  him  with  many  words  to  revoke  his 
professed  opinion,  calling  it  damnable  and  heretical;  but 
Tankerfield  resisted  alike  persuasions  and  threats,  Refuses  to 
answering  Bonner  thus: — "I  will  not  forsake  my  «*ant. 
opinions  except  you,  my  lord,  can  refute  them  by  Scripture. 
As  for  your  divinity,  I  care  not  for  it,  because  you  condemn 
all  men  and  prove  nothing  against  them."  After  many  fair 
words  of  exhortation,  which  Bonner  then  used  to  convert,  or 
rather  pervert  him,  he  answered  firmly  and  even  boldly  again, 
saying,  "  that  the  church  whereof  the  pope  is  supreme  head 
is  not  Christ's  Catholic  Church.  Then  pointing  to  the  bishop 
he  spoke  to  the  people,  saying,  "  Good  people,  beware  of  him, 
and  such  as  he,  for  these  be  the  people  that  deceive  you." 
Upon  this  the  bishop,  reading  the  sentence  of  his  popish  con- 
demnation, handed  him  over  to  the  secular  power. 

On  the  12th  of  July  he  was,  with  his  brethren,  Robert 
Smith  and  others,  brought  into  the  consistory,  and  his  articles 
read  before  the  Lord  Mayor  and  Sheriffs.    Bonner  Hia  exami- 
was  present,  and  pointing  to  Tankerfield,  he  said,    nation  by 
aLo!  my  Lord  Mayor,  this  is  Master  Speaker,  and 
this"  (pointing  to  Smith)  "is  Master  Controller. "    The  Lord 
Mayor  addressing  Smith,  said,  "Why  speakest  thou  against 
the  Blessed  Sacrament?"    "I  deny  it  to  be  any  Sacrament,. 
my  lord,"  replied  Smith,  "and  I  stand  here  to  offer  proof;  if 
the  bishop  or  his  doctors  be  able  to  prove  from  Scripture 
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either  the  name  or  usage  of  the  Mass,  I  will  recant  my  error." 
Then  Tankerfield  spoke,  and  defended  the  truth  of  the  things 
which  they  called  heresy,  adducing  proof  of  them  from 
Scripture. 

"  By  my  troth,"  interrupted  Bonner,  u  By  my  troth,  Master 
Speaker,  ye  shall  preach  at  a  stake" x  Thus  with  an  oath  did 
the  prelate  dismiss  Tankerfield  to  his  martyrdom. 

This  is  the  account  given  from  the  pen  of  Robert  Smith,  the 
clerk  at  Uxbridge,  kinsman  of  Tankerfield,  and  condemned 
side  by  side  with  him.  "Thus,  gentle  reader,"  Smith  con- 
cludes, "I  have  set  out  the  truth  of  my  examination,  and 
the  verity  of  my  unjust  condemnation,  with  hope  shortly  to 
set  my  seal  thereto  at  Uxbridge,  the  8th  of  August,  by 
God's  grace."  And  so  he  did— on  that  day  he  suffered.  Being 
well-nigh  half-burnt  and  black  with  fire,  all  men  thinking 
him  already  dead,  Robert  Smith  suddenly  rose  upright  before 
the  people,  lifting  up  the  stumps  of  his  arms,  and  clapping 
the  same  together,  thus  declaring  a  rejoicing  heart  unto  the 
end. 

Of  the  other  confessors  condemned  at  the  same  time,  two 
besides  Tankerfield  suffered  in  Hertfordshire.  Thomas  Fust 
was  burnt  at  Ware,  and  William  Hale  at  Barnet,  about  the 
end  of  August. 

Tankerfield  also,  as  we  have  seen,  was  given  over  by  Bonner 
to  the  temporal  power,  and  this  was  equivalent  to  a  sentence 

"Handed    of  death.     Some  have  endeavoured  to  relieve  the 

tenfp£aihe  Bishop  and  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  from  the 

power."  crime  of  the  murder  of  these  men,  on  the  plea  that 
they  only  "handed  them  over  to  the  temporal  power,"  the 
temporal  power  inflicting  what  punishment  it  saw  fit.  But 
this  was  not  so.  The  temporal  power  (as  Fox  shows)  had  no 
discretion  in  the  matter,  any  more  than  the  sheriff  who 
received  the  criminal  sentenced  to  be  hanged.  All  that  the 
temporal  power  had  to  do  was  to  execute  the  Bishop's  sentence, 
which,  though  not  in  words,  in  reality  involved  burning.  For 
this  purpose  a  statute  passed  in  the  time  of  the  Lollards,  one 

1  Eobert  Smith,  who  was  present,  re-  joined,  "  Well,  Master  Controller,  I  am 
plied  to  this,  "Well  sworn,  my  Lord,  ye  no  saint."  "No,  my  lord,"  said  Smith, 
keep  a  good  watch,"  and  Bonner  re-      "  nor  yet  good  bishop."— Fox,  iii.  384. 
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hundred  and  fifty  years  before,  was  brought  into  requisition. 
By  "handing  a  condemned  heretic  to  the  secular  power/1  was 
meant  the  execution  of  this  law,  which  provided  that  con- 
demned heretics  be  burnt.     Under  this  statute  the  secular 
power  had  no  more  option  than  the  sheriff's  officer  or  the 
tangman.      The  responsibility  of  the  execution  rested  with 
those  who  pronounced  the  sentence.     The  sentence,  indeed, 
tan  smoothly,  aye,  even  in  Scripture  phrase,  "  With  sorrow 
of  mind  and  bitterness  of  heart  we  judge  thee,  and  definitively 
condemn  thee,  George  Tankerfield,  as  guilty  of  most  detestable 
heresies,  and  as  an  obstinate  impenitent  sinner,  and  do  pro- 
nounce and   declare  thee  to  be  an  excommunicate  person. 
Also,  we  pronounce  and  declare  thee,  being  a  heretic,  to  be 
east  out  from  the  Church,  and  left  unto  the  judgment  of  the 
secular  power,  requiring  them,  notwithstanding,  in  the  bowels 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  that  this  execution  and  punishment, 
worthily  to  be  done  upon  thee,  may  be  so  moderated  that  the 
rigour  thereof  be  not  too  extreme,  nor  yet  the  gentleness  too 
mitigated"      Very  smooth   and  seemingly  Christian    words 
these,  but  their  meaning  was,  burning  the  heretic  so  sentenced 
to  death.     The  iron  hand  is  there  though  wearing  the  velvet 
glove,  the  cloven  hoof  beneath  the  soft  and  gentle  phrase,  "  in 
the  bowels  of  Jesus  Christ/' 

And  now  we  come  to  the  closing  scenes  of  Tankerfield's  life. 
From  his  prison  in  London  he  was  delivered  into  the  hands  of 
two  Hertfordshire  officers,  Edward  Brocket,  Esq.,  Tankerfield 
of  Hatfield,  the  High  Sheriff  of  Herts,  and  John  brought  to 
Pulteb,  of  Hitchin,  who  was  Under  Sheriff.    These 
families  are  long  since  extinct  (Cussans),  and  the  very  slab  of 
the  Pulters,  stripped  of  its  brass,  bears  marks  of  past  indig- 
nation.    These  two  officers  brought  Tankerfield  to  St.  Albans. 
Why  he  was  given   into  their  charge,  and  brought  to  St. 
Albans,  is  not,  so  far  as  we  can  discover,  recorded     The  pro- 
bability is  that   the  several  condemned  heretics  were   dis- 

1  By  2  Henry  IT.,  c.  16,  the  Bishop's  says  :  "  Quod  tamen  decretum  ita  accepi 

order  to  the  sheriff  waa  the  authority  son  debet,  quasi  nulla  prius  fuisset  de 

for  executions.     But  25  Henry  VIII.,  c.  hereticis  comburendis.    In    quo  tamen 

14,  revived  the   writ  de   heretico   com-  errore  quosdam  versari  video.    Nam  et 

hrcndo  Which  was  finally  abolished  29  Albigenses  ignis  prius  supplicium  subiere 

Charles  II  c  1.    Begarding2Henry  IV.,  regnante  Joanne,  et  rescnptum  de  here- 

c  lo   Hariwfield  {Sist.  Wyclif.  p.  722)  tico  comburendo  tarn  antiquum  est." 

5 
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tributed  by  Bonner's  direction  over  his  diocese  for  execution, 
because  Protestant  belief  prevailed  in  many  parishes,  and  it 
was  desirable  to  strike  terror  into  its  votaries  everywhere. 
Perhaps,  too,  there  was  danger  of  a  rescue  and  revolt  if  the 
martyrs  were  burnt  where  they  were  known.  Thus  Thomas 
Fust,  as  we  have  seen,  was  sent  for  burning  to  Ware,  a  place 
in  which  he  had  no  previous  connection  ;  and  William  Hale, 
of  Thorpe,  in  Essex,  was  sent  to  Barnet,  "  where  he  sealed  his 
faith  with  the  consuming  of  his  body  by  cruel  fire."  Tanker- 
field  is  committed  to  the  care  of  the  sheriff  of  the  county  of 
Hertford,  to  be  brought  down  to  St.  Albans,  where  we  know 
there  existed  a  strong  Protestant  element  on  the  one  hand, 
represented  by  the  Ferrers,  the  Maynards,  the  Pembertons,  and 
Sir  Nicholas  Bacon,  lately  come  to  Gorhambury,  and  on  the 
other  a  tyrannical  and  furious  Romish  majority,  headed  by  the 
rector  of  the  Abbey,  William  East,  and  by  the  mayor  of  the 
town  that  year  (1555),  Thomas  Monningham. 

On  the  journey  down,  as  they  were  approaching  St.  Albans, 
there  met  them  a  certain  schoolmaster  in  the  employment  of 
Reasons  with  ^r  Thomas  Pope,  of  Cassiobury,  who  obtained  per- 
a  Herts  mission  to  speak  with  George  Tankerfield,  or  who 

sc  oo  mas  r.  pOSB^|y  waB  brought  to  argue  with  him  concern- 
ing the  Sacrament  of  the  Altar,  and  other  points  of  Romish 
doctrine.  His  arguments  were  drawn,  of  course,  only  from  the 
doctors  of  his  Church,  and  the  articles  of  its  synods  and  general 
councils;  but  Tankerfield  knew  well  the  worthlessness  of 
evidence  like  this, — a  source  from  which  you  can  draw  witnesses 
for  almost  any  doctrine,  and  quotations  in  abundance  utterly 
self-contradictory.  On  the  other  side,  Tankerfield  answered 
him  mightily  out  of  Hue  Scriptures,  not  wrested  after  the  mind 
of  any  man,  but  in  the  plain  words  of  the  Lord  Jesus.  The 
schoolmaster  would  admit  no  passage  of  Scripture,  save  with 
the  gloss  which  the  doctors  of  his  Church  put  upon  it ;  and 
Tankerfield  would  not  credit  the  teaching  of  the  Romish 
doctors  except  it  was  confirmed  by  the  Word  of  God.  The 
conversation  seems  to  have  been  resumed  after  their  arrival  in 
the  town,  and  in  the  end  George  Tankerfield  prayed  the 
schoolmaster  not  to  trouble  him  further,  his  conscience  was 
established  and  his  faith  firm ;  and  so  the  schoolmaster  departed, 
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wishing  him  well,  and  protesting  that  he  meant  him  no  more 

hurt  than  his  own  soul. 

At  St.  Albans  their  inn  was  the  "  Cross  Keys/'  still  in  exist- 
ence, though  rebuilt,  in  the  centre  of  the  town.     Here  there 
was  a  great  concourse  of  people  to  see  the  prisoner    And  with 
and  to  hear  what  he  might  say.     Among  the  multi-      the  St. 

*   J  xjii_i_x    Albanafolk. 

tude  some  were  sorry  to  see  so  godly  a  man  brought 
to  be  burned ;  others  praised  God  for  his  constancy  and  per- 
severance in  the  truth.     Let  us  rejoice  that  there  were  such  in 
St.  Albans  then, — the  record  is  to  the  credit  of  the  town. 
Among  the  citizens,  yea,  and  in  the  crowd  about  the  inn,  there 
were  people  "who  praised  God  for  the  martyr's  constancy. '' 
They  flocked  into  the  house  and  crowded  the  room  in  which 
George  Tankerfield  sat     He  spoke  to  them   so  earnestly, 
humbly,  and  affectionately  out  of  the  Word  of  God,  lamenting 
their  ignorance  and  protesting  unto  them  his  unspotted  con- 
science, that  the  hearts  even  of  the  most  obdurate  among  them 
were  mollified,  insomuch  that  some  of  them  (says  the  narrator) 
"  departed  out  of  the  chamber  with  weeping  eyes." 

"  When  the  hour  of  his  martyrdom  approached,  he  asked  for 
a  cup  of  wine  and  a  loaf  of  bread,  that  he  might  eat  of  that 
bread  and  drink  of  that  cup  in  remembrance  of  a  simple 
Christ's  death  and  passion,  because  he  could  not  celebration- 
have  it  ministered  to  him  by  others  in  such  a  manner  as  Christ 
commanded.  He  first  knelt  down  in  prayer,  making  his  con- 
fession unto  the  Lord  with  all  that  were  in  the  chamber  with 
him,  and  praying  earnestly  for  grace  to  keep  him  steadfast, 
and  for  God's  mercy  upon  his  persecutors.  He  then  read  the 
institution  of  the  Holy  Supper  by  the  Lord  Jesus  out  of  the 
Evangelists,  and  out  of  St.  Paul,  and  said :  "  O  Lord,  Thou 
knowest  that  I  do  not  this  to  derogate  authority  from  any 
man,  or  in  contempt  of  those  who  are  Thy  ministers,  but  only 
because  I  cannot  have  it  ministered  according  to  Thy  Word." 
And  when  he  had  spoken  these  and  such  like  words,  he  received 
it  with  giving  of  thanks.  Some  of  his  friends  urged  him  to 
eat  some  meat,  but  he  declined,  saying,  "  He  would  not  eat 
what  might  do  others  good  who  had  more  need,  and  longer 
time  to  live  than  he." 
The  hour  fixed  for  his  execution  was  delayed  because  the 
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sheriffs  were  at  a  certain  gentleman's  house  at  dinner  not   far 
from  the  town,  whither  niany  knights  and  gentlemen  out  of 
the  country  resorted,  because  his  son  was  married  that  morning. 
While  they  were  feasting  at  a  wedding,  George  Tankerfield 
was  waiting  for  his  execution,  being  left  in  charge  of  mine 
host  of  the  "  Cross  Keys,"  to  whose  honour  and  humanity  it 
is  recorded  that  he  treated  Tankerfield  kindly  and  lovingly. 
Tankerfield  asked  him  to  let  him  have  a  good  fire  in    the 
He  tries      chamber.    The  host  did  so;  and  Tankerfield,  sitting 
the  re'       on  a  form  before  the  fire,  put  off  his  shoes  and  hose, 
and  stretched  out  his  leg  to  the  flame ;  when  it  had  touched 
his  foot  he  quickly  withdrew  it,  showing  how  the  flesh  did 
persuade  him  one  way  and  the  spirit  another  way.    The  flesh 
said,  0  thou  fool,  why  wilt  thou  burn  when  thou  needest  not  ? 
The  spirit  said,  Be  not  afraid,  for  this  is  nothing  in  respect 
of  fire  eternal.    The  flesh  said,  Do  not  leave  the  company  of 
thy  friends  and  acquaintance,  who  love  thee  and  will  let  thee 
lack  nothing.    The  spirit  said,  The  company  of  Jesus  Christ 
and  His  glorious  presence  doth  exceed  all  fleshly  friends.    The 
flesh  said,  Do  not  shorten  thy  time,  for  thou  mayest  live,  if 
thou  wilt,  much  longer.    The  spirit  said,  This  life  is  nothing 
unto  the  life  in  heaven  which  lasteth  for  ever.    Thus  the  time 
passed  on,  with  these  reasonings  between  the  spirit  and  the 
flesh  in  the  mind  of  the  martyr,  while  the  sheriffs  were  at 
their  feast ;  and  as  he  waited  he  sang  the  old  rhyme — 

"  Although  the  day  be  ever  so  long, 
At  last  it  ringeth  to  evening  song." 

And  now  about  two  of  the  clock,  when  the  wedding  feast 
was  over,  the  sheriffs,  Brocket  and  Fulter,  returned  from 
Place  of  dinner,  brought  George  Tankerfield  out  of  his  inn 
execution.  ^e  «  qtobs  Keys")  unto  the  place  where  he  should 
suffer.  The  place  is  called  Homeland,  and  is  described  as 
a  green  place  nigh  unto  the  west  end  of  the  Abbey  Church. 
When  he  was  come  to  the  spot,  he  knelt  down  by  the  stake 
that  was  set  up  for  him,  and  after  he  had  ended  his  prayers 
he  arose,  and  with  a  joyful  faith  he  said,  "  Though  I  have  a 
sharp  dinner  before  me  now,  I  hope  to  have  a  joyful  supper 
in  heaven." 


GEORGE  TAHKERF1ELD  TRYING  THE  PIKE. 


See  p.  08. 
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Three  interesting  and  significant  incidents  are  recorded  in 
connection  with  the  closing  scene  of  this  martyrdom.  The 
Three  inci-  ^TB*f  k*8  reference  to  a  priest,  the  second  to  the 
dents :— i.  mayor,  the  third  to  a  sympathizing  knight.  First, 
e  pri  '  when  the  faggots  were  piled  about  George  Tanker- 
field,  there  came  a  priest  unto  him — peradventure  the  priest 
William  East,  who  was,  as  we  have  seen,  rector  at  the  Abbey 
and  a  Romanist.  He  comes  to  him  with  a  crucifix,  and 
tries  to  shake  his  faith  now  in  the  moment  of  martyrdom. 
He  tells  him,  "  Only  believe  in  the  sacrament  of  the  altar,  and 
your  life  will  be  saved."  A  tempting  offer,  no  doubt,  and  a 
test  of  steadfastness.  The  martyr  had  only  to  assent  to  this 
dogma  of  the  mass,  and  his  life  was  granted.  t  But  Tankerfield 
regarded  it  as  a  temptation  of  Satan.  He  cried  out  vehemently, 
M I  defy  the  whore  of  Babylon,  I  defy  the  whore  of  Babylon  ! 
Fie  on  that  abominable  idol!  Good  people,  do  not  believe 
him !  Good  people,  do  not  believe  him !"  And  thus  the  priest 
was  dismissed. 

Secondly,  there  came  forward  the  mayor  of  the  town,  Thomas 
Monningham  by  name.  Has  he  a  word  of  pity,  an  expression 
2.  The  of  sorrow  and  regret  ?  Nothing  of  the  kind.  The 
mayor'  mayor  for  that  year  was  put  in  as  a  man  of  the 
right  stamp  to  do  the  work  required.  We  do  not  find  him  in 
the  list  before  or  after.  He  was  the  tool,  the  willing  tool,  of 
the  ecclesiastics.  He  commanded  to  set  fire  to  tJie  heretic,  and 
said, — mark  the  words, — "If  I  had  but  one  load  of  faggots  in 
the  whole  world,  I  would  give  them  to  burn  him." 

With  this  cruel  taunt  ringing  in  his  ears,  Tankerfield  begins 

to  feel  the  flames.    Were  these  to  be  the  last  words  of  a  human 

3  The        voice  which  in  this  world  he  was  to  hear  ?    Happily 

worthy       not.    There  was  a  certain  knight  by, — his  name  we 

g   '       are  not  told;  but  remembering  that  Sir  Nicholas 

Bacon  a  few  years  before  had  come  to  reside  at  Gorhambury, 

and  knowing  as  we  do  his  thorough  piety  and  Protestantism,  it 

is  at  least  possible  that  he  may  have  been  the  knight  referred 

to, — he  came  forward  to  the  stake,  and  before  the  flames  had 

enveloped  the  martyr,  he  took  him  by  the  hand,  and  said, 

" Good  brother,  be  strong  in  Christ"    This  he  spake  softly, 

and  with  tearful  eyes.     And  Tankerfield  said,  "  0h>  sir9 1  thank 
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yoit.     I  am  so,  I  thank  Ood"    Then,  as  the  flames  rose,  he 
desired  the  sheriff  and  all  the  people  that  they  would  He  embraces 
pray  for  him ;    the   most  part  did  so.     And   so,  the  fire  and 
embracing  the  fire,  he  bathed  himself  in  it;   and 
calling  on  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus,  he  was  quickly  out  of 
pain.     Thus  was  the  St.  Albans  martyr  steadfast  to  the  end, 
and  we  may  be  certain  that  to  him  was  fulfilled  the  promise 
of  his  Saviour,  •'  Be  thou  faithful  unto  death,  and  I  will  give 
thee  the  crown  of  life." 

This  is  in  substance  the  narrative  of  the  persecution  and 
death   of  George  Tankerfield,  the  Protestant  martyr  of  St. 
Albans.     It  is  recorded  by  John  Fox,  in  his  great  The  tTO8t_ 
work,   "The   Acts  and  Monuments    of  Martyrs,"   worthiness 
called  usually  in  brief,  Fox's  "  Book  of  Martyrs." 
Romanists,  as  a  matter  of  course,  and  for  their  own  credit, 
have  tried  to  throw  disrepute  upon  this  writer,  and  suspicion 
upon  his  narrative.     And  some  belonging  to  the  Anglican 
school,  within   the  pale  of  the  Established  Church,   speak 
depreciatingly  of  the  work,  and  of  the  opinions  with  which 
the  writer  interlards  his  history.     They  may  dislike  his  com- 
ments, but  they  cannot  shake  his  facts. 

John   Fox  was  a  man  of  irreproachable  character,  giant 
learning,  untiring  industry,  and   sterling  honesty.    He  was 
moreover  a  contemporary ;  he  lived  at  the  time,  being  born  at 
Boston,  in  Lincolnshire,  anno  1517,  and  departing  this  life  in 
London  1587.     He  received  assistance  in  his  work  from  two 
distinguished  prelates,  belonging  to  opposite  parties,  in  Eliza- 
beth's reign, — from  Grindal,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  and 
Aylmer,  who,  as  Bishop  of  London,  was  one  of  the  bitterest 
enemies  of  the  Puritans.     He  had  facilities  of  gathering  infor- 
mation from  all  parts  of  the  country,  for  he  was  beloved  by 
the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  and  had  the  friendship  of  the  Earls  of 
Bedford  and  Warwick,  and  the  assistance  of  William  Cecil 
(Lord  Burghley),   the  Lord  Treasurer,  and  of  Sir  Francis 
Walfflngham,  Secretary  of  State;  both  of  them  honest,  prudent, 
and  vigilant  men.     Moreover,  his  great  work  when  published 
wis  recognized  throughout  England  as  a  trustworthy  narra- 
tive* it  had  an  immediate  and  a  wide  circulation,  so  that 
there  was  abundant  opportunity  to  discover  and  expose  any 
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falsehood  or  exaggeration.  Yet  it  stood  the  test  of  publicity, 
and  its  facts  were  acquiesced  in  and  ratified.  By  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  day  it  was  ordered  to  be  placed  in  the  parish 
churches,  that  any  might  come  and  read  it.  And  accordingly 
we  find  in  the  inventories  of  the  contents  of  churches  in  the 
17th  century,  Fox's  "Acts  and  Monuments"  named  as  part 
of  the  church  furniture,  side  by  side  with  the  Bible  and 
the  Prayer  Book.  Under  the  guidance  of  the  venerable  Mr. 
William  Hair,  of  this  city,  I  spent  several  hours  in  the  old 
loft  overlooking  St.  Alban's  shrine  in  the  Abbey,  where  it  is 
said  the  monks  used  to  keep  watch  night  and  day,  and  in 
which  are  now  deposited  many  curious  old  documents.  Among 
them  I  found  the  inventories  of  the  furniture  of  the  churches 
of  the  Archdeaconry  of  St.  Albans  for  the  year  1638,  and  in 
His  "Book     the  list  for  the  Abbey,  for  St  Michael's,  St.  Peter's, 

of  Martyrs"     ^    gt     Stephen's,    J    find    fam—"  The    Book    of 

churches.  Martyrs,"  and  "The  Paraphrase  of  Erasmus  in 
English,"  Bishop  Jewel's  "  Works,"  side  by  side  with  "  a  great 
Bible  of  the  largest  volume."  This  shows  how  widely  accessible 
the  work  of  Fox  was,  and  in  how  high  esteem  it  was  held 
even  in  Laud's  day.  Once  more ;  the  recent  discovery  of  early 
documents,  and  their  arrangement  for  general  use,  advancing 
as  it  is  in  the  present  day,  enables  us  in  many  cases  to  test 
Fox's  narrative;  and  wherever  it  is  thus  capable  of  being 
tested,  it  is  thoroughly  and  minutely  confirmed.  All  that  is 
brought  to  light  upon  the  history  shows  only  the  accuracy  of 
John  Fox.  Indeed,  this  is  nowadays  acknowledged  by  most 
of  whatever  party,  who  examine  the  authorities. 

Some  there  are  again  who,  unable  to  shake  the  facts,  are 
disposed  to  palliate  the  burnings  of  Mary's  reign,  and  even  to 
Persecution  pooh-p00"1  the  account  of  them  which  Fox  gives, 
then  the  on  the  ground  that  little  was  thought  of  hanging 
and  burning  in  those  days,  and  that  persecution 
was  recognized  as  a  duty,  and  was  practised  by  all  parties.  It 
must,  indeed,  be  granted  that  the  principle  of  freedom  in 
religion  was  not  understood  in  that  day  as  it  is  now  ;  indeed, 
there  are  many  nowadays  who  only  admit  it  in  the  narrow 
form  expressed  by  the  word  "  toleration."  We  find  so-called 
Protestants  persecuting  the  Puritans  in  Elizabeth's  reign,  and 
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Conformists  persecuting  Dissenters  in  the  reign  of  the  second 
Charles.      Still,  there  were  consistent  advocates  of  religious 
freedom  in  Fox's  day,  and  of  them  John  Fox  himself  was  one. 
To  his  honour  be  it  remembered  that  in  his  firm  grasp  of  the 
principle  of  religious  freedom  he  rose  far  above  his  age.     He 
hated  impartially  all  religious  persecution,  and  he  wrote  to 
Queen  Elizabeth  pleading  even  for  the  despised  Dutch  Ana- 
baptists.    But  the  answer  to  the  objectors  I  have  named  is 
really  this :  Bigotry  and  its  twin  sister  Persecution  are  the 
offspring  of  human  depravity,  they  are  features  of  our  fallen 
nature,  to  be  found  everywhere  unless  conquered  by  God's  grace. 
No  sect,  no  person,  is  without  the  pride  from  which  they  spring. 
Bat  the  Church  of  Rome  deliberately  exalts  persecution  of 
heretics  into  a  Christian  virtue,  and  denounces  toleration  in 
religion  as  a  pernicious  and  dangerous  error.     Even  But  stui  the 
so  lately  as  the  Encyclical  and  Syllabus  of  Pius  IX.  g£$S2SS[ 
and  the  decree  of  the  Vatican  Council,  the  Church's  Church. 
right  to  employ  force  is  dogmatically  asserted.    True,  indeed, 
in  this  country  nowadays  you  will  hear  prelates  arguing  for 
religious  liberty  ;  but  they  claim  for  themselves  and  are  given 
by  the  State  what  they  would  not  think  it  right  to  give  to 
othere  if  they  were  in  power.    Living  among  Protestants,  they 
advocate  toleration,  but  they  do  not  tolerate  Protestants  where 
Romanism  has  ascendency.     The  liberty  that  Protestants  now 
enjoy  in  France  and  Italy  has  been  given  by  the  State,  in  spite 
of  the  protest  of  the  Church.     The  only  liberty  which  the 
Church  of  Rome  cares  for,  or  will  be  content  with,  is  ascendency, 
—liberty  to  deprive  all  others  of  their  freedom.     Certainly  in 
Mary's  reign  this  dogma  of  Rome,  as  before  in  Spain,  was  in 
England  carried  out  with  the  most  revolting  cruelty  by  Bishop 
Bonner.    Individual  acts  show  character,  and  it  is  on  record 
that  in  his  own  garden  tfcis  prelate  scourged  a  poor  man  whose 
only  crime  was  Protestantism,  a  servant  holding  the  victim's 
head  between  his  legs,  while  Bonner,  with  his  own  hands, 
flogged  him  till  the  blood  streamed  from  the  stripes.     It  is  on 
record  that  he  seized  the  hand  of  a  maiden  who  denied  the 
Mass,  and  held  it  in  the  candle  till  a  hole  was  burnt  in  the 
fleab.    The  heartless  taunts,  moreover,  with  which  he  dismissed 
his  victims  to  the  stake,  show  what  manner  of  man  he  was. 
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But  dow  we  come  to  the  most  important  lesson  which  the 
history  of  George  Tankerfield,  the  Protestant  martyr  of  St 
For  what  Albans,  teaches.  The  dogma,  for  rejecting  which  he 
did  Tanker-    suffered,  was  the  dogma  of  the  Real  Presence.     It 

field  suffer  V  ; ;    ,  ° 

was  plainly  put  to  him,  "  Accept  this  and  you  shall 
live."  He  refused  to  accept  it,  and  he  was  therefore  burnt 
While  close  to  the  Abbey  on  the  east  there  rises  the  vision  of 
the  Lollard  martyr  John  Balle,  and  the  citizen  martyr  William 
Grindecobbe,  suffering  upon  the  gibbet  because  they  would  not 
submit  to  the  dogmas  and  oppressions  of  the  Abbey  eccle- 
siastics ;  closer  still  in  Romeland,  on  the  west,  there  ever  must 
rise  to  our  recollection  the  vision  of  the  Protestant  martyr, 
George  Tankerfield,  chained  to  the  stake  and  burnt  to  death 
because  he  would  not  acquiesce  in  the  priestly  assumptions  of 
the  same  ecclesiastics.  George  Tankerfield  suffered  at  St. 
Albans,  just  as  Latimer  and  Ridley  and  Cranmer  suffered  in 
Oxford,  because  they  repudiated  the  dogma  of  Sacerdotalism 
as~a  fatal  error,  because  they  denied  the  power  of  the  miracle- 
working  priest,  because  they  would  not  regard  the  Communion 
Table  as  an  altar  to  which  the  priest  was  to  turn,  before  which 
he  was  to  pray,  as  if  Christ's  presence  were  any  more  there  than 
anywhere  else.  They  denied  those  Romish  errors — fraught,  as 
history  shows,  with  mischief  to  morals  and  religion — auricular 
confession  and  the  Mass ;  and  rather  than  conform  they  went 
to  the  stake.  So  far  as  the  Established  Church  in  this  country 
is  Protestant  and  still  one  with  Reformers,  so  far  is  it  a  Non- 
conformist Church,  and  it  has  a  right  to  glory  in  its  Noncon- 
formity. God  forbid  that  the  errors  which  our  Reformers 
resisted  unto  bloo<|  should  ever  be  re-established  in  the 
Churches  of  our  land  !  God  forbid  that  that  idolatrous  dogma 
in  particular,  for  denying  which  Tankerfield  was  burnt  beneath 
the  shadow  of  the  Abbey,  should  ever  again  be  set  up  within 
its  walls ! 


V. 

SIR  NICHOLAS   AND  THE   LADY  ANNE  BACON,  THE  PURITAN 

PATRONS. 

'•  The  memory  of  thejvtt  U  blessed" — PROV.  x.  7. 

fTHE  name  Puritan*  like  the  name  Christian  in  the  time  of 
*-    the  Apostles,  and  Lollard  in  the  days  of  Wyclif,  was  a 
nickname  given  by  the  State  Church  party  in  the   0ri  .  of 
thinning  of  Elizabeth's  reign  to  those  who  were   the  name 
thorough   Protestants,  and  who  desired  to   purge     un 
the  English    Church  and  ritual  from  all  the  relics  and  rags  of 
Romanism.      They  included  a  large  body  of  eminent  men,  who 
objected  to  the  hierarchy  borrowed  from  Rome — to  the  term 
priest  as  applied  exclusively  to  Christ's  ministers,  to  saints' 
day*  and  festivals  bearing  the  name  of  a  creature,  to  the  vest- 
ments, cope,  cap,  stole,  and  surplice,  to  the  use  of  the  cross 
in  baptism,  to  kneeling  at  the  communion — as  symbolical  of 
Romish  error.     They  were  backed  up  by  the  large  body  of 
the  more  staid  and  moral  part  of  the  community,  who  shunned 
*n  oath,  read  their  Bibles,  and  had  family  prayers  at  home. 
Hence  their  name,  translated  perhaps  from  the  Cathari  of  the 
third  century.     It  was  adopted  by  their  enemies  to  stigmatize 
(as  Fuller  says)  all  those  who  endeavoured  in  their  devotions 
to  accompany  the  minister  with  a  pure  heart,  and  who  were 
holy  in  their  conversations.    A  Puritan  was  a  man  of  pure 
morals,  and  a  Nonconformist  to  the  ceremonies  and  discipline 
of  the  State  Church,  though  he  did  not  totally  separate  from  it. 
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The  following  Character  of  an  old  English  Puritan  or  JTou- 
conformist  has  come  down  to  us  from  the  pen  of  John  Geree, 
M.A.,  and  "  preacher  of  the  Word  some  time  at  Tewksbury, 
but  now  at  St.  Albans,  April  3rd,  1646." 

"  The  old  English  Puritan  was  sueh  an  one  that  honoured 
God  above  all,  and  under  God  gave  everyone  his  due.     His 
Picture  of   ^ra^  C8tTQ  was  k°  serve  God,  and  therein  he  did  not 
a  Puritan.   what  was  good   in  his   own,  but  in  God's   sight, 
making  the  Word  of  God  the  rule  of  his  worship.    He  highly 
esteemed  order  in  the  house  of  God ;  but  hie  would  not,  under 
colour  of  that,  submit  to  superstitious  rites,  which  are  super- 
fluous, and  perish  in  their  use.  .  .  .  He  made  conscience  of  all 
God's  ordinances,  though  some  he  esteemed  of  more  consequence. 
He  was  much  in  prayer ;  with  it  he  began  and  closed  the  day. 
In  it  he  was  exercised  in  his  closet,  family,  and  public  assembly. 
He  esteemed  that  manner  of  prayer  best  where,  by  the  gift  of 
God,  expressions  were  varied  according  to  present  wants  and 
occasions ;  yet  did  he  not  account  set  forms  unlawful.     There- 
fore in  that  circumstance  of  the  Church  he  did  not  wholly 
reject  the  Liturgy,  but  the  corruption  of  it.     He  esteemed 
reading  of  the  Word  an  ordinance  of  God,  both  in  private  and 
public,  but  he  did  not  account  reading  to  be  preaching.     The 
Word  read  he  esteemed   of  more  authority,  but  the  Word 
preached  of  more  efficacy.     He  accounted  preaching  as  neces- 
sary now  as  in  the  primitive  Church,  God's  pleasure  being 
still,  *  by  the  foolishness  of  preaching,  to  save  those  that  believe.' 
He  esteemed  that  preaching  best  wherein  was  most  of  God, 
least  of  man.  ...  He  accounted  perspicuity  the  best  grace  of 
a  preacher,  and  that  method  best  which  was  most  helpful  to 
understanding,  affection,  and  memory.  ...  He  was  a  man  of 
good  spiritual  appetite,  and  could  not  be  contented  with  one 
meal  a  day.    An  afternoon  sermon  did  relish  as  well  to  him  as 
one  in  the  morning.    He  was  not  satisfied  with  prayers  without 
preaching,  which,  if  it  were  wanting  at  home,  he  would  seek 
abroad ;  yet  would  he  not  by  absence  discourage  his  minister, 
if  faithful,  though  another  might  have  quicker  gifts.     The 
Lord's  day  he  esteemed  a  Divine  ordinance,  and  rest  on  it 
necessary  so  far  as  it  conduced  to  holiness.     He  was  very 
conscientious  in  observance  of  that  day  as  the  jnart-day  of  the 
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souL     He  was  very  careful  to  remember  it,  to  get  house  and 
heart  in  order  for  it ;  and  when  it  came  he  was  studious  to 
improve  it.  .  .  .  Lawful  recreations  he  thought  this  day  un- 
seasonable, and  unlawful  ones  much  more  abominable ;  yet  he 
knew  the  liberty  God  gave  him  for  needful  refreshing,  which 
he  did  neither  refuse  nor  abuse.     The  sacrament  of  baptism  he 
received  in  his  infancy ;  the  Lord's  Supper  he  accounted  part 
of  his  soul's  food.    He  endeavoured  to  have  the  scandalous 
cast  out  of  communion ;  but  he  cast  not  out  himself,  because 
the  scandalous  were  suffered  by  the  negligence  of  others.     He 
abhorred  the  Popish  doctrine  of  opus  operctium.   ...   He 
would  have  churches  kept  decent,  not  magnificent,  knowing 
that  the  Gospel  requires  not  outward  pomp.     His  sweetest 
music  was  singing  of  Psalms,  wherein  he  neglected  not  the 
melody  of  the  voice,  yet  he  chiefly  looked  after  that  of  the 
heart.     He  accounted  subjection  to  the  higher  powers  to  be  a 
jiart  of  pure  religion,  as  well  as  to  visit  the  fatherless  and 
widows,  yet  he  did  distinguish  between  authority  and  the 
lusts  of  magistrates, — to  that  he  submitted,  but  in  these  he 
durst  not  be  a  servant  of  men,  being  bought  with  a  price. 
Just  laws  and  commands  he  willingly  obeyed,  not  only  for 
fear  but  for  conscience  also;  but  such  as  were  unjust  he  refused 
to  observe,  choosing  rather  to  obey  God  than  man;  yet  his 
refusal  was  modest  and  with  submission  to  penalties,  unless  he 
could  procure  indulgence  from  authority.     He  was  careful  in 
all  relations  to  know  and  do  duty,  with  singleness  of  heart  as 
unto  Christ.     He  accounted  religion  an  engagement  to  duty, — 
that  the  best  Christians  should  be  best  husbands,  best  wives, 
best  parents,  best  children,  best  masters,  best  servants,  best 
magistrates,  best  subjects.    He  blessed  his  family  morning  and 
evening  by  the  Word  and  prayer,  and  took  care  to  perform 
these  ordinances  in  the  best  season.     He  was  a  man  of  tender 
heart,  not  only  in  regard  of  his  own  sin,  but  others'  misery, 
not  counting  mercy  arbitrary,  but  a  necessary  duty,  wherein 
as  be  prayed  for  wisdom  to  direct  him,  so  he  studied  for  cheer- 
fulness and  bounty  to  act.    In  his  habit  he  avoided  costliness 
and  vanity,  neither  exceeding  his  degree  in  civility,  nor  declining 
what  suited  with  Christianity, — desiring  in  all  things  to  express 
argritv    ffi6  whole  life  he  accounted  a  warfare,  wherein  Christ 
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was  his  captain;  his  arms,  prayers  and  tears;  the  cross  his 
banner,  and  his  motto  vindt  qui  patitur. 

"  He  was  avrjp  rerpdr/ojvos [i.e.  " a  man  perfect  as  a  square"], 
immovable  in  all  times;  so  that  they  who  in  the  midst  of 
many  opinions  have  lost  the  view  of  true  religion,  may  return 
to  him,  and  there  find  it."  This  is  the  portrait  of  an  old 
English  Puritan,  drawn  by  a  contemporary  and  a  St.  Albans 
minister,  in  the  early  part  of  the  seventeenth  century. 

Among  the  Puritans  of  Hertfordshire  were  many  eminent 
men.     The  great  Cartwright,  their  leader  and  champion 

Eminent     ag*"1^  Archbishop  Whitgift,  was  a  Hertfordshire 

Puritans  man.  Andrew  Willet,  author  of  the  "  Synopsis 
Papismi"  and  the  "  Hexapla,"  a  man  of  giant  learn- 
ing, was  at  Barley.  John  Norton,  afterwards  one  of  the 
New  England  pilgrim  fathers,  was  born  at  Stortford.  Samuel 
Stone,  founder  of  Hertford,  in  Connecticut,  was  born  at 
Hertford.  Charles  Chauncey,  another  of  the  New  England 
leaders,  was  at  Ware.  John  Lightfoot,  whose  works, n  Horse 
Hebraicae"  and  "Harmony,"  still  hold  their  standard  rank, 
was  at  Much  Munden.  Herbert  Palmer,  author  of  the 
"Christian  Paradoxes"  (till  lately  attributed  to  Francis  Bacon) 
was  at  Ash  well.  William  Cecil,  Lord  Burghley,  was  at  Hatfield; 
and,  not  to  mention  other  names,  both  ministers  and  statesmen 
who  might  rank  side  by  side  with  these,  at  St.  Albans  were 
the  Puritan  patrons,  Sir  Nicholas  and  the  Lady  Anne  Bacon, 
together  with  the  Puritan  ministers,  Robert  Johnson,  William 
Dyke,  and  Erasmus  Cook,  Richard  Gawton,  Percival  Wibourne, 
and  Humfrey  Wilblud. 

Nicholas  Bacon  was  born  at  Chiselhurst,  Kent,  in  1509. 
His  father  was  sheep-reew  to  the  Abbey  of  Bury  St.  Edmunds, 

Early  days  reeve  meaning  an  official  (below  an  alderman),  as  in 

of  Nicholas  shire-reeve  contracted  into  sheriff;  and  at  the  school 
in  connection  with  that  Abbey  his  son  Nicholas  was 
brought  up.  He  graduated  in  Corpus  Ckristi  College,  Cambridge, 
in  1526.  Afterwards  he  studied  law  at  Gray's  Inn.  Archbishop 
Cranmer  described  him  as  "  a  man  of  such  towardness  in  the 
law,  and  of  so  good  judgment  touching  Christ's  religion,  that 
he  would  be  able  to  do  God  and  the  king  right  acceptable 
service."     His  first  public  efforts  were  directed  to  the  advance 
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of  education,  and  he  sought  to  found  a  college  for  statesmen ; 
but  the  funds  raised  were  lavished  on  the  king's  pleasures  and 
in  wars.  He  resided  first  at  Redgrave,  in  Suffolk,  but  in  1550 
he  purchased  Gorhambury,  near  St.  Albans.  He  procured  from 
Edward  VI.  a  charter  for  St.  Albans,  dated  12th  May,  1553, 
and  was  also  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Free  Grammar  School. 
During  Mary's  reign  he  lived  in  seclusion.  It  is  said  that  the 
Queen  forbad  his  going  beyond  sea,  because  "  he  had  great  wit 
of  action,  and  might  foster  the  Protestant  plots." 

Upon  the  accession  of  Elizabeth,  he  was  made  Lord  Keeper 
of  the  Great  Seal ;  and  the  Queen  left  the  ordering  of  Church 
matters   to   him   and   his   brother-in-law,  William  .  . 

Cecil,  the  Lord  Treasurer.     In  one  of  his  speeches     w    m 
he  declared  u  that  as  nothing  should  be  advised  or  done  that 
might  in  any  way  breed  or  nourish  any  kind  of  idolatry  or 
superstition,  so  heed  was  to  be  taken  lest,  by  licentious  or  loose 
handling,  any  occasion  were  given  whereby  contempt  or  irre- 
verent behaviour  toward  God  and  godly  things  might  creep  in."1 
u  Preachers,"  he  said,  in  another  speech,  1562,  "are  not  so  dili- 
gent in  their  vocation  as  they  ought,  nor  the  laity  so  diligent 
in  hearing  nor  yet  in  doing  as  they  should."    As  to  "  God's 
cause,"  he  recommended  to  them  (the  Parliament  1572)  "  both 
doctrine  and  discipline.    Under  the  head  of  doctrine  he  directed 
them  to  have  an  inspection  of  the  ministry,  that  ministers  of 
Gods  law  and  doctrine  should  preach  and  teach,  as  purely  and 
reverently,  so  with  diligence  and  application."     With  reference 
to  the  propheayings  which  the  Puritans  set  on  foot,  he  says : 
u  Is  there  no  means  to  train  and  nurse  up  ministers,  to  train 
them,  I  say,  to  preach  soundly,  and  to  handle  the  Scriptures 
with  wisdom  and  judgment  ?    I  know  prophesying  was  subject 
to  great  abuse,  but  the  abuse  was  because  there  was  admitted 
to  it  a  popular  auditory,  and  it  was  not  contained  within  a 
private  conference  of  ministers." 2    In  his  opinion,  "prophesying 
was  the  best  way  to  frame  and  train  up  preachers  to  handle 
the  Word  of  God  as  it  ought  to  be  handled."8    He  exercised 
great  judgment  and  care  in  the  choice  of  persons  to  be  preferred 
to  benefices,  that  they  should  be  fitly  qualified  to  teach  and 

i  Sfrrpe  Annal"*  I-,  i-  79,  43t>.  »  Strype'a  Grindall,  445. 
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instruct,  officiate  and  give  good  example  to  their  flocks.  On 
one  occasion,  a  living  nearly  lapsed  in  his  gift,  for  want  of  a  fit 
man.1 

Macaulay,  in  his  famous  essay  on  Lord  Bacon,  speaks  of  Sir 
Nicholas  and  of  his  contemporary  statesmen  as  "born  Reformers." 
They  were,  one  and  all,  Protestants.  "  But,"  he  adds,  "  in  reli- 
ligious  matters,  though  there  is  no  reason  to  doubt  that  they 
were  sincere,  they  were  by  no  means  zealous;"  and  he  dwells 
upon  the  motto  which  Sir  Nicholas  Bacon  inscribed  over  the 
entrance  of  his  hall  at  Gorhambury,  "  Mediociria  jirma."  He 
proceeds  to  show  that  this  motto  meant  contentment  with  the 
lowest  degree  of  the  peerage,  and  freedom  from  ostentation. 
As  to  his  household,  it  was  sober  and  well -governed;  and  as 
to  religious  belief,  Macaulay  says  of  him,  in  common  with  Lord 
Burghley,  "  They  placed  themselves  at  the  head  of  the  Pro- 
testants of  Europe,  and  staked  all  their  fame  and  fortunes  on 
the  success  of  their  party." 

There  is  historic  ground,  however,  to  go  further  than  this, 
and  to  describe  Sir  Nicholas  Bacon  not  only  as  a  thorough 
a  patron  of  Protestant,  but  as  a  patron  of  the  Puritans.  The 
Puritans.  extracts  that  we  have  given  from  his  speeches  indi- 
cate this,  and  it  is  further  corroborated  by  the  fact  that  Sir 
Nicholas  chose  one  of  the  foremost  early  Puritans,  Robert 
Johnson,  as  his  chaplain.  We  shall  have  more  to  say  regarding 
Robert  Johnson,  the  Puritan  preacher  and  sutFerer ;  but  it  is 
necessary  here  to  point  out  that  Robert  Johnson,  the  Lord 
Treasurer's  chaplain,  was  a  non-subscriber  to  the  Prayer-Book, 
and  was  suspended  for  his  Nonconformity.  "  On  this  occasion," 
says  Strype,9  "some  trouble  also  happened  to  one  Robert 
Johnson,  domestic  chaplain  to  the  Lord  Keeper  Bacon  at 
Gorhambury,  who  used  to  preach  and  administer  the  sacrament 
in  his  family  there,  and,  as  it  seems,  had  some  place  of  ministiy 
at  St.  Albans.  This  man  appeared  before  our  Archbishop 
(Parker)  and  the  Bishops  of  Winton  and  Ely  at  Lambeth  in 
July  1571,  where  he  was  required  to  sign  the  three  articles  in 
order  to  the  having  licence  granted  him  to  officiate  and  minister 
in  the  Church.  But  he  refused,  being  not  satisfied  in  every 
particular  of  those  articles."     Strype  then  proceeds  to  give  the 

1  Strype,  Annals,  II.,  i.  431.  a  Strype's  Parker,  ii.  09. 
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following  letter  to  the  commissioners,  written  by  Johnson,  from 
Gorhambury,  dated  August  14th : — 

"Whereas  on  the  fourth  of  July  last,  being  before  your 
lordships,  to  answer  your  three  articles,  I  did  forbear  to 
subscribe  to  the  first  of  them,  viz.,  concerning  the  Hiachap- 
Book  of  Common  Prayer  to  be  agreeable  to  the  lai?'? 
Word  of  God,  especially  for  that  it  seems  to  me  0pml0X18, 
secretly  to  contain  a  licence  of  ministering  baptism  by  women, 
a  thing  forbidden  by  the  Word  of  God  Since  that  time  I 
have  stood  suspended  and  sequestered  by  your  order  from 
preaching,  and  ministering  the  sacrament.  And  thereby  my 
Lord  (Sir  Nicholas)  and  his  family  have  wanted,  longer  than 
their  accustomed  manner  hath  been,  those  most  necessary,  com- 
fortable, and  Christian  helps  and  exercises  of  religion ;  especially 
regarding  the  number  of  their  youthful  retinue,  among  whom 
all  maimer  of  vices  do  increase  apace,  and  zeal,  virtue,  and  the 
true  fear  of  God  decrease  through  lack  of  due  admonition  and 
instruction.  My  duty  herein  to  his  Lordship's  household  par- 
ticularly considered,  and  to  those  parts  of  the  Church  whereby 
I  have  some  maintenance,  move  me  with  all  due  humility  and 
submission  to  beseech  you  to  restore  me  to  my  former  liberty." 

The  letter  proceeds  with  reference  to  the  first  requirement, 
to  promise  to  use  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  because  "the 
imperfections  thereof  may  for  unity  and  charity  sake  be 
suffered,  till  God  grant  a  time  of  perfect  reformation,  where- 
unto  every  man  in  his  vocation  ought  diligently  to  labour." 
As  to  the  second  requirement,  the  minister's  apparel,  "as  it  is 
not  wicked  and  directly  against  the  Word  of  God,  being  by 
the  prince  appointed,  it  may  be  used,  yet  it  is  not  generally 
expedient  nor  edifying."  And  to  the  third,  the  Articles  of 
Religion  which  concern  doctrine,  he  says,  "  They  contain  true 
and  godly  Christian  doctrine."  The  letter  concludes  thus : — 
"  For  that  I  perceive  it  is  offensive  to  your  Grace  that  I  have, 
by  his  Lord,  the  Lord  Keeper  Sir  Nicholas,  the  gift  of  a 
prebend  in  Norwich,  I  let  you  understand  (thus  advised)  that 
I  mean  to  relinquish  the  same  in  one  half-year  next  ensuing, 
at  the  farthest.  Trusting  that  upon  the  receipt  of  this  my 
humble  submission  you  will  release  me  and  grant  me  new 
licence  to  preach,  I  commit  your  lordships  to  the  blessing  and 
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tuition  of  Almighty  God,  subscribing  myself,  your  lordship's 
most  humble  orator,  Robert  Johnson.  From  the  Lord 
Keeper's  House  at  Gorhambury,  beside  St  Albans,  the  14th  of 
August  1571." 

Now,  it  is  clear  from  this  letter,  first,  that  Robert  Johnson 
was  a  Puritan;  and  Neal  tells  us  that  "the  commissioners 
insisted  peremptorily  upon  an  absolute  subscription,  and  about 
two  years  afterwards  Johnson  fell  into  farther  troubles  which 
cost  him  his  life."  It  is  clear,  secondly,  that  as  a  Puritan  he 
was  appointed  chaplain  by  Sir  Nicholas  Bacon  in  his  family, 
and  that  after  his  suspension  Sir  Nicholas  still  retained  him  in 
that  office.  And  thirdly,  so  highly  did  Sir  Nicholas  think  of 
Johnson,  that  he  presented  him  to  a  prebend  in  Norwich 
Cathedral,  which  he  had  in  his  gift. 

Another  appointment  by  Sir  Nicholas  Bacon  likewise  indi- 
cates a  Puritan  tendency.  Of  all  the  Protestant  churches, 
Appoints  those  of  Holland  are  known  to  have  been  the  most 
*  te to?  Protestant,  adopting,  as  they  did,  not  the  Episcopal, 
the  Gram-  but  the  Presbyterian  form  of  Church  government. 
mar  School,    ^j  ^e  u^^r  0f  ^e  grammar  school  at  St.  Albans 

(founded,  by  the  way,  not  by  the  monks,  but  in  Edward  VI/s 
reign)  for  several  years  was  a  Dutch  Protestant,  Mr.  John 
Thomas,  Hylocomus.1  The  school  flourished  under  his  master- 
ship to  such  an  extent,  that  the  sons  of  the  Herts  gentry  came 
to  it  from  all  quarters ;  and  the  mayor  and  town  council  speak- 
ing of  his  successor,  say,  "  Who  Mr.  Thomas's  successor  will  be 
doth  as  well  concern  the  town  as  the  country  in  general,  and 
we  have  had  and  still  enjoy  a  rare  and  singular  jewel  whereby 
the  school  hath  flourished  and  become  famous,  and  we  hope 
yet  long  to  enjoy  him."  This  Mr.  Thomas  was  not  only  a  good 
schoolmaster  but  a  pious  man,  and  there  is  extant  a  letter  of 
his  pleading  for  help  for  a  poor  man,  Kente,  praying  the  mayor 
to  ask  "  Mr.  Williams,  our  parson/1  to  mention  his  case  from 
the  pulpit.  "  I  earnestly  desire  you,  Rt.  Hon.  Mr.  Mayor,  to 
grant  us  this  charitable  deed,  which  the  Lord  will  see  and 
reward  in  the  day  of  His  appearing. °  Now  the  Mayor,  in  his 
letter  to  Anthony  Bacon  (about  a  Mr.  Stretchley  recommended 
as  successor  to  Mr.  Thomas),  speaks  "of  the  great  good  and 

1  Bois  le  Due,  Hertogenboech  in  Brabant,  Netherlands. 
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jirgt  foundation  made  by  our  late  honourable  good  lord  your 
worthy  father" l 

But  the  weightiest  confirmation  of  the  fact  regarding  the 
Protestant  and  Puritan  leanings  of  Sir  Nicholas  Bacon  is  to 
be  found  in  his  second  marriage  to  Anne,  second  The  Lad 
daughter  of  Sir  Anthony  Cook.  Sir  Anthony  Cook  Anne  bacon, 
was  an  old  friend  of  Sir  Nicholas  Bacon.  He  er  am  y* 
attended  the  discussions  on  the  sacrament  of  the  altar,  which 
took  place  at  the  houses  of  Sir  William  Cecil  and  Sir  Richard 
Moryson,  in  Herts,  in  1551.  He  was  one  of  the  commissioners, 
with  Sir  Nicholas,  appointed  to  visit  the  dioceses  of  Norwich 
and  Ely.  So  great  was  his  learning,  and  so  firm  his  Protes- 
tantism, that  he  was  appointed  tutor  to  King  Edward  VI. 
But  he  is  chiefly  renowned  on  account  of  his  five  daughters, 
whom  he  educated  himself,  who  all  became  eminent  in  their 
day,  and  were  married  to  eminent  men.    Their  names  were, — 

1.  Mildred,  second  wife  of  William  Cecil,  Lord  Burghley, 
and  mother  of  that  famous  statesman,  Robert  Cecil,  Earl  of 
Salisbury, — father,  mother,  and  son  thorough  Protestants  and 
patrons  of  the  Puritans. 

2.  Anne,  second  wife  of  our  Sir  Nicholas  Bacon,  lord-keeper, 
and  mother  of  the  illustrious  Francis  Bacon. 

3.  Margabet,  wife  of  Sir  Ralph  Rowlett.  She  was  buried 
at  St.  Mary  Staining,  London,  in  December  1557. 

4.  Elizabeth,  wife  first  of  Sir  Thomas  Hoby,  and  then  of 
John  Lord  RusselL  She  was  a  friend  and  patron  of  the  great 
Cartwright,  for  whom  she  interceded.   She  lived  near  Watford. 

5.  Catherine,  wife  of  Sir  Henry  Killigrew,  a  thorough 
Protestant,  Elizabeth's  ambassador  to  the  Palatine  of  the 
Rhine,  to  Scotland,  and  to  Holland. 

It  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  in  these  five  daughters  and 
their  husbands  we  have  a  galaxy  of  Puritan  patrons  closely 
connected  with  our  county  of  Hertford,  and  foremost  among 
the  illustrious  Protestants  of  Elizabeth's  reign.  By  common 
consent  these  five  daughters  were  esteemed  the  most  learned 

1  Bacon  Letters,  Lambeth  Library.—  of  Sartacombust.  buried  ye  13th  day. 

We  find  the  following  entries  in  the  1596,  March  8,  Margaret,  wife  of  Mr. 

Abbey  Begister   of  Burials  :—u  1595-6,  John   Thomas,  late  schoolmaster  of  St. 

January  Mr.  John  Thomas,  Hylooomns,  Albans."   Mr.  Thomas  was  succeeded  by 

Jate  Schoolmaster  of   8t.  Albans  Free  Mr.  Stretchley. 
Sdwol,  a  Biabanter,  born  in  the  city 
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women  in  Europe.    They  were  also  distinguished  for  their 
piety  and  virtue. 

The  Lady  Anne,  second  daughter  of  Sir  Anthony  Cook„ 
and  second  wife  of  Sir  Nicholas  Bacon,  translated  "  into  proper 
Her  learn-  English  "  Bishop  Jewel's  "  Apology  for  the  Church 
mg-  of  England.1'    After  she  had  finished  the  translation 

she  sent  the  copy  to  Archbishop  Parker  to  peruse  it,  and  to 
Bishop  Jewel,  the  author,  to  overlook  it.  Her  copy  she  sent  to 
Jewel  with  an  epistle  in  Greek,  and  he  answered  her  in  Greek 
again.  He  and  the  Archbishop  found  the  translation  so  correct 
that  "they  mended  nothing,  no  not  the  least  word."  The 
Archbishop  addressed  his  reply  "To  the  right  honourable, 
learned,  and  virtuous  Lady  Anne  Bacon/1  and  he  ended  with 
the  words,  "to  acknowledge  my  good  approbation,  and  to 
spread  the  benefit  more  largely,  where  your  ladyship  has  sent 
me  your  book  written,  I  with  most  hearty  thanks  return  it  to 
you,  as  you  see,  printed,  knowing  that  I  have  thus  done  for 
the  best,  and  in  this  point  used  a  reasonable  policy,  to  prevent 
such  excuses  as  your  modesty  would  have  made  in  stay  of 
publishing  it." 

The  Lady  Anne  Bacon  bore  to  her  husband,  Sir  Nicholas, 
two  sons,  Anthony — called  after  his  mother's  father,  born  in 
Her  son      1558 — and    Francis,   afterwards  the  famous  Lord 
Anthony.    Verulam,   born    22nd    of   January,    1560-1.      Sir 
Nicholas  died  suddenly,  February  20th,  1578-9,1  and  Anthony 
became  entitled  to  Gorhambury,  subject  to  the  life  interest  of 
his  mother.     He  spent  much  of  his  time  abroad,  and  was  a 
friend  of  Theodore  Beza,  who  dedicated  his  "  Meditations  "  to 
his  mother.     He  returned  to  England  in  1591,  and  resided 
sometimes  in  London,  sometimes  with  his  mother  at  Gorham- 
bury, and  sometimes  at  his  house  at  Bedburne.    Throughout 
life  his  health  was  indifferent,  and  he  was  lame.     He  died  un- 
married early  in  1601.2    His  mother's  letters  to  him,  which  are 
very  numerous  and  not  easily  deciphered,  are  full  of  solicitude 
about  his  health  and  welfare.    They  usually  begin  with  refer- 
ences to  his  diet  and  health,  and  always  contain  pious  wishes 

1  In  the  year  1677  he  and  the  Lady  Anne  too  little  for  him.    To  which  he  replied,, 

entertained  Queen  Elizabeth  three  days  "Not  so,  Madam,  but  your  Majesty  ha* 

at  Gorhambury.    The  tradition  runs  that  made  me  too  great  for  my  house." 

the  Queen  said  to  him  that  his  house  was  *  Cooper,  Athene  Cantab.,  ii.  314. 
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and  prayers  in  his  behalf.  His  mother  is  described  as  "  severe  " 
towards  him,  but  we  trace  nothing  in  her  letters  but  anxious 
and  motherly  solicitude  for  his  welfare.  There  are  not  so  many 
letters  extant  to  her  more  famous  son,  Francis,  who  speaks  of 
her  as  "a  wise  kind  mother  to  us  both"  (April  16th,  1593), 
and  who  seeking  the  Queen's  help  in  1599  pleads  his  love  to 
his  mother.  In  1590  she  writes,  "The  Lord  our  Heavenly 
Father  bless  you  both  as  His  sons  in  Christ  Jesus," 1  and  in 
1593,  April  17th,  "  God  bless  you  both  with  His  grace,  and  good 
health,  to  serve  Him  with  truth  of  heart." 

Truthful  and  appreciative — most  true  to  the  impression  which 
her  letters  make  upon  the  careful  reader — is  Mr.  W.  H.  Dixon's 
description : — 

"Ann  Lady  Bacon  was  left  a  young  widow  with  two  sons, 
Anthony  and  Francis,  a  meek,  brave  heart,  and  a  slender 
fortune ;  a  little  family  of  three  persons  who  make  Her  home 
up  in  love  for  each  other  all  that  they  lack  in  pelf.  Ufe- 
The  good  mother  is  not  more  at  home  with  Plato  and  Gregory 
than  among  her  herbs,  her  game,  her  stew-pans,  and  her  vats 
of  ale.  Nathaniel  Bacon,  with  hearty  humour  and  a  play  upon 
her  name  and  habits,  paints  a  portrait  of  her  dressed  as  a  cook 
and  standing  in  a  litter  of  dead  game.  She  is  very  pious ;  in  the 
words  of  her  son, '  a  saint  of  God/  Not  quite  a  Puritan  herself, 
she  feels  a  soft  and  womanish  sympathy  for  men  who  live  the 
Gospel  they  proclaim ;  brings  up  her  sons  in  charity  with  all 
Protestant  creeds ;  hears  the  preachers  with  profit ;  and  without 
any  air  of  patronage  or  protection  towards  them,  speaks  to  her 
great  kinsman,  the  lord  treasurer,  the  word  which  spoken  in 
season  is  quick  to  save.  A  bright,  keen,  motherly  lady;  apt, 
as  good  women  are,  to  give  advice."  3 

Upon  Francis  Bacon's  disappointment  as  to  promotion,  she 
writes,  August  7th,  1595: — "God  in  His  time  hath  better  in 
store,  I  trust.    For  considering  his  kind  of  health  Her  word8 
and  what  cumber  pertains  to  that  office,  it  is  best  about  her 
for  him,  I  hope.     Let  us  all  pray  the  Lord  make  us 
to  profit  by  His  Fatherly  correction ;  doubtless  it  is  His  hand, 
and  all  for  the  best,  and  love  to  His  children  that  will  seek  Him 

>  Lambeth  M8&,  648,  foL  106. 

*  W.  Hepworth  Dixon,  Pereonal  Life  of  Lord  Bacon,  61. 
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first,  and  depend  upon  His  goodness.  Godly  and  wisely  love 
ye  like  brethren,  whatever  happen,  and  be  of  good  courage  in 
the  Lord  with  good  hope.    A.  B."1 

The  Lady  Anne  Bacon  gathered  round  her  in  Hertfordshire 
some  of  the  most  eminent  of  the  Puritan  ministers.     We  find 
Percival  Wyborne,  nonconforming  prebend  of  Westminster, 
as  chaplain  at  Gorhambury,  the  famous   William  Dyke   at 
St.  Michael's,  followed  by  Humfrey  Wyldblud,  who  had  been 
at  Redburne.    At  Hemel   Hempsted  and  Redburne  we  find 
Richard  Gawton,  and  Thomas  Wilcocks  at  Bovingdon.    The 
Her  connec-    c°Wec^on  of  Puritan  documents,  printed  under  the 
tion  with       title,  "  A  Parte  of  a  Register,"  was  probably  issued 
Part  of  a*     with  the  sanction,  and  at  the  expense,  of  Lady 
Register.-      Bacon.      Its    introduction,    pp.    1-12,  is    Percival 
Wyborne's,  who  resided    at  Gorhambury  and    officiated  at 
St.  Michael's ;  it  contains  details  of  Robert  Johnson's  trial,  the 
troubles  of  Master  Richard  Gawton,  and  The  Copie  of  a  Letter 
with  a  Confession  of  Faith,  written  by  two  faithful  servants  of 
Qod  (Thomas  Wilcockes  and  John  Field)  unto  an  Honourable 
and  inrtuous  Lady — evidently   Lady  Anne  Bacon  herself. 
They  say,  "  We  have  here  accomplished  your  Honor's  goodly 
desire.    That  which  we  have  written,  we  have  written  to  this 
end,  partly  to  testify  our  ready  and  willing  minds  unto  your 
good  Ladyship,  to  whom  in  many  respects  we  acknowledge 
ourselves  very  much  bound;  and  partly  to  clear  ourselves  of 
the  uncharitable  surmises  and  slanderous  reports  which  have 
with  great  vehemency  been  blown  against  us.     This,  our  simple 
doing,  we  offer  unto  your  Honor,  most  humbly  (as  duty  re- 
quireth)  desiring  you  to  take  it  in  good  part,  and  to  use  the 
same  in  such  sort  as  to  your  Honor  seemeth  good.    Our 
meaning  is  not  to  minister  instruction  to  your  H.,  because  we 
are  persuaded  that  your  Ladyship  is  already  fully  instructed 
in  the  points  and  principles  of  Christian  religion.     Neither  is 
it  our  purpose  to  purge  ourselves  before  you  as  though  your 
Honor  had  conceived  any  suspicion  touching  us  that  we  should 
hold  any  error  or  heresy,  for  we  nothing  at  all  doubt,  yea  many 
and  good  reasons  lead  us  thereunto,  that  your  Honor  (whatso- 
ever unjust  clamours  and  reports  have  been  spread  abroad 

*  Lambeth  MSS.,  651,  fol.  211. 
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against  us)  hath  always  had  this  good  opinion  of  us,  that  we 
have  been  of  sound  and  sincere  judgment  in  matters  of  religion. 
Only  to  this  end  tendeth  all  our  writing  that  your  honor  might 
have  at  all  times  in  readiness  by  you  some  short  writing  of 
ours,  by  which  you  might  stop  the  mouths  of  such  persons,  as, 
without  any  knowledge  of  us  or  our  judgments,  spare  not,  upon 
light  credit  to  lewd  reports,  many  times  to  condemn  us  as 
wicked   men  and   heretics.     Loth   we   would  be   that  your 
Honor    should,   for    defending  of  us,    either   run    into  dis- 
credit, or  lose  any  part  of  your  honourable  estimation,  etc. 
Your  Honors  most  humble  in  the  Lord  Jesus,  T.  W.,  I.  F. — 
Thomas  Wilcocks,  John  Field." 

But  the  most  conclusive  evidence  of  Lady  Anne  Bacon's 
Puritan  sympathies  we  have  in  the  following  letter,  written  by 
her  to  her  brother-in-law,  Lord  Burghley,  the  Lord  Treasurer, 
in  their  behalf.  Though  without  date,  it  was  evidently  written 
in  1584,  the  year  of  the  Lambeth  conference.     She  says : — 

"My  especial  good  Lord, — 

u  I  know  it  becomes  me  not  to  be  troublesome  to 
your  Honour  at  any  time,  but  now  chiefly  in  the  season  of 
your  greatest  affairs,  and  small  or  no  leisure,  but 
because  yesterday  morning's  speech,  as  in  that  I   onbehaifof 


extraordinarily  admitted  by  your  lordship's  t^ePimfcms, 
favour,  I  am  bold  by  this  writing  to  enlarge  the 
same  more  plainly.  It  may  please  your  good  Lordship,  the 
report  of  the  late  conference  at  Lambeth  hath  been  so  handled  to 
the  discrediting  of  those  learned  men  who  labour  for  the  right 
reformation  in  the  ministry  of  the  Gospel,  that  it  is  no  small 
grief  of  mind  to  the  faithful  preachers.  The  matter  is  treated 
by  the  other  side  as  though  iheir  cause  (the  Puritan)  could  not 
be  sufficiently  warranted  by  the  Word  of  God  For  proof  of 
this  they  have  long  been  sad  suitors,  and  would  still  most 
humbly  crave,  both  of  God  in  heaven  (whose  cause  it  is),  and 
of  her  majesty,  that  they  might  obtain  quiet  and  convenient 
audience,  either  before  her  Majesty,  whose  heart  is  in  God's 
hand,  to  touch  and  to  turn,  or  before  your  honours  of  the 
Council,  whose  wisdom  they  greatly  reverence.  .  .  .  That  this 
may  be  the  better  done  to  the  glory  of  God,  and  understanding 
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of  this  great  cause,  they  first  require  leave  to  assemble  and 
to  consult  together  purposely,  which  they  have  forborne  to  do, 
for  avoiding  suspicion  of  private  conventicles.  For  hitherto, 
though  in  some  writings  they  have  declared  the  state  of  their 
cause,  yea  of  God's  cause,  yet 'were  they  never  allowed  to 
confer  together,  and  so  together  to  be  heard  fully.  But  now 
some  one,  and  then  some  two,  were  called  upon  a  sudden,  un- 
prepared, to  meet  four  prepared  to  catch  them,  rather  than 
gravely  and  modestly  to  hear  them  defend  their  right  and  good 
cause.  For  such  weighty  conference  therefore  they  appeal  to 
her  Majesty  and  her  honourable  wise  Council ;  and  they  refuse 
the  Bishops  for  judges,  who  are  parties  and  partial  in  their 
own  defence,  seeking  worldly  ambition  more  than  the  glory  of 
Christ. 

"  For  my  own  part,  my  good  Lord,  I  will  not  deny  but,  as  I 
may,  I  hear  them  in  their  public  exercises,  as  a  chief  duty 
commanded  by  God  to  widows ;  and  I  also  confess,  as  one  that 
hath  found  mercy,  that  I  have  profited  more  in  the  inward 
feeling  knowledge  of  God's  holy  will,  though  but  in  a  small 
measure,  by  such  sincere  and  sound  opening  of  the  Scriptures 
by  an  ordinary  preaching,  within  these  seven  or  eight  years, 
than  I  did  by  hearing  occasional  sermons  at  Paul's  Cross, 
well-nigh  twenty  years  together.  I  mention  this  unfeignedly 
the  rather  to  excuse  this  my  boldness,  humbly  beseeching  your 
lordship  to  think  upon  their  suit,  and,  as  God  shall  move  your 
understanding  and  heart,  to  further  it.  And,  if  opportunity 
will  not  be  had  as  they  request,  yet  I  once  again  in  humble- 
wise  ask  that  you  would  be  so  good  as  to  choose  two  or  three 
of  them  which  your  honour  liketh  best,  and  license  them  before 
your  ownself  or  others  at  your  pleasure,  to  declare  and  to  prove 
the  truth  of  the  cause,  with  a  quiet  and  an  attentive  ear.  I  have 
heard  them  say  they  will  not  come  to  dispute  and  argue,  to 
breed  contention,  which  is  the  manner  of  the  Bishop's  hearing, 
but  to  be  suffered  patiently  to  lay  down,  how  well  and  certainly 
they  can  warrant— by  the  infallible  touchstone  of  the  Word — 
the  substantial  and  main  ground  of  their  cause.  None  is  privy 
to  this;  indeed,  though  I  hear  them,  I  see  them  very  seldom. 
In  the  Lord,  dutifully  and  most  heartily,  A.  Bacon."1 

»  Lansdowne  MSS.,  43,  fol.  118. 
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In  this  noble  letter  the  Lady  Bacon  earnestly  pleads  for  the 
Puritan  ministers.    She  declares  her  conviction  that  their  cause 
is  "  God's  cause."     She  acknowledges  how  much  she  has  herself 
profited  by  attending  their  ministry  during  seven  years.     She 
refers  to  the  unjust  way  in  which  they  were  cited  and  brow- 
beaten in  the  Bishops1  courts.     And  she  appeals  to  her  brother- 
in-law,  Lord  Burghley,  to  give  them  a  fair  hearing,  in  the  con- 
fidence that  the  truth  is  on  their  side  and  will  bear  the  test  of 
the  infallible  touchstone  of  Holy  Scripture.  As  to  the  Effect  of 
effect  of  her  appeal,  we  know  that  Lord  Burghley  b^PP6*1- 
did  his  best  by  writing  to  Whitgift,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
a&4  to  Aylmer,  Bishop  of  London,  in  behalf  of  the  Puritans. 
He  was  desirous  of  Cartwright's  restoration  to  the  University. 
His  letter  to  Dering  (in  Strype)  shows  the  Puritan  tenour  of 
his  Jkith.      He  disapproved  of  the  proceedings  against  the 
Puritan  Chark,  and  he  recommended  the  Protestant  Grindall  to 
the  see  of  Canterbury.   He  wrote  sharply  to  Whitgift,  disliking 
his  twenty-four  articles  of  inquiry  into  ministers'  conformity. 
"Surely,"  he  says,  "  this  judicial  and  canonical  sifting  of  poor 
ministers  is  not  to  edify  or  reform.     According  to  my  simple 
judgment  this  kind   of  proceeding  is  too  much  savouring  of 
the  Romish   Inquisition/'  and  much  more  to  the  same  effect, 
as  may  be  seen  in  Strype's  "Whitgift,"  iil,  105,  106.    But 
the  efforts  of  the  Lady  Anne  Bacon  and  her  friends  were  of 
little  avail  against  the  bitter  and  unscrupulous  foes  of  the 
Puritans. 

The  Acta  of  the  Archdeaconry  of  St.  Albans  bear  sad  but 
ample  testimony  to  the  Inquisitorial  rule  of  the  Prelates. 
There  are  among  the  Abbey  records  returns  from  Testimony 
various  parishes  regarding  the  practices  and  teach-  of  the  Acta- 
ings  of  the  ministers.  Questions  were  sent  by  the  Archbishop's 
order  to  the  churchwardens  and  sidesmen  of  each  parish, 
demanding  information  regarding  each  minister,  and  inviting 
criticism  and  accusation.  A  letter  from  the  Bishop  of  London, 
1583,  to  the  Archdeacon  of  St.  Albans,  says,  "  I  am  given  to 
understand,  by  common  information,  that  many  ministers 
within  your  Archdeaconry  do  seldom  or  never  wear  the  sur- 
plice, and  some  of  them  little  or  nothing  observe  the  Book  of 
Common  Prayer.     I  do  order  you  to  let  me  know  at  my 
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visitation  who  they  are,  that  they  may  be  proceeded  against.' ' 
Then  follow  about  twenty  questions  to  be  answered  by  the 
churchwardens  or  any  one  in  the  congregation  disposed  to 
inform.    The  answers  are  suggestive ;  for  example  : — 

King's  Langley. — Our  minister  (Mr.  Lewis)  doth  not  cross 
the  child  in  baptism. 

Reports  con-  Watford. — Our  font  is  removed,  but  by  whose 
cerning         orders  we  know  not. 

minis  era.  Northall. — We  have  not  all  the  service,  for  he 

doth  preach  morning  and  afternoon,  which  doth  edefie  the 
people  very  much.     (W.  White  was  the  minister.) 

Ridge. — Edmund  Peacham,  our  minister,  doth  not  wear  the 
surplesse.  He  doth  omit  the  cross  in  baptism.  He  doth  not,  at 
many  times,  use  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer. 

Bickniansworth. — Our  minister  sometimes  omits  the  Epistle 
and  Gospel.    He  doth  not  wear  the  apparel. 

Hexton. — He  doth  not  wear  the  apparel,  but  is  willing. 

East  Barnet. — He  doth  not  wear  the  apparel,  but  he  is 
willing  and  ready  to  wear  them. 

St.  Peter' & — He  doth  not  wear  them,  but  he  is  willing. 

Chipping  Barnet. — We  have  no  preacher  but  our  parson, 
but  we  have  not  known  him  to  wear  any  cap,  for  he  saith  it  is 
hurtful  unto  bis  eyes,  which,  indeed,  are  very  dimme.  Our 
parson's  name  is  Edward  Underne ;  he  hath  not  any  other 
living.  He  is  conformable  in  all  good  orders.  Our  Bible  is  of 
the  largest  print  and  largest  volume. 

Watford. — There  doth  come  to  us  divers  honest  preachers 
belonging  to  the  right  worshipful  Charles  Moryson,  Esq.,  and 
others,  who  when  they  do  come  to  preach  help  to  minister  the 
communion. 

Bu8hey. — No  preacher  hath  preached  in  our  parish  save  only 
Mr.  Willoughby,  parson  of  Stanmore,  whom  our  parson,  Mr. 
John  Singer,  hath  hired  to  preach  the  quarter  sermons.  Howbeit 
there  was  one  Richard  Costelett,  a  preacher,  licensed  as  he  said 
by  the  Bishop  of  Salisbury,  who  preached  for  us  the  Sunday 
sennight  before  Christmas  Day. 

1  We  find  these  Directions  to  Preachers  Dean  of  a  Cathedral  do  take  occasion  by 

from   the   Archbishop   of   Canterbury,  the  expounding  of  any  text  of  Scripture 

August  1G22 — "That  no  preacher  under  whatever  to  fall  into  any  set  discourse 

the  degree  or  calling  of  a  Bishop  or  which  shall  not  be  warranted  or  compre- 


chap,  vj       8IB  NICHOLAS  AND  THE  LADY  ANNE  BACON.  91 

In  this  way  the  Puritan  ministers  were  spied  out  and 
Conformity  reported ;  if  firm  in  their  Nonconformity,  calum- 
SStitJde  nious  charges  and  slanderous  accusations  were  fabri- 
of  sins.  cated  against  them  so  as  to  bring  them  into  disrepute, 

and  to  hide  the  real  cause  of  their  offence.    At  the  same  time 
conformableness  to  "  the  apparel "  and  the  ceremonies  was  the 
one  virtue  which  covered  a  multitude  of  sins.    In  a  list  of 
ministers  in  the  Archdeaconry  for  1584,  out  of  twenty-five  no 
fewer  than  twelve  vicars  are  described  thus,  "  no  graduate,  nor 
preacher"  Yet  they  were  allowed  to  retain  their  livings  because 
they  obeyed  the  rubrics.   We  find  also  the  following  certificate, 
dated  4th  October,  1586  :— "  Thomas  Longley,  vicar  of  Norton ; 
Humfrey  Prior,  curate  of  East  Barnet ;  George  Brook,  curate  of 
Sandridge,  being  severally  examined  by  me,  Thomas  Hold  en, 
vicar  of  St.  Peter's,  thereunto  appointed  by  the  Archdeacon  ot 
St  Albans,  are  found  to  be  ignorant  in  the  Latin  tongue,  and 
not  able  to  decline  a  noun  substantive  or  to  discern  the  parts  of 
speech,    And,  further,  to  be  unable  to  answer  unto  easy  questions 
in  the  grounds  of  faith  and  religion,  or  to  allege  aptly  any  Scrip- 
ture for  proof  of  any  article  of  religion."     Men,  such  as  these, 
provided  they  knelt  at  the  communion,  used  the  cross  at  baptism, 
and  wore  "  the  apparel,"  were  left  undisturbed,  while  the  Puri- 
tans, though  scholars  and  preachers,  were  harassed  and  accused* 
Nor  was  it  the  Puritan  minister  only  who  was  thus  watched 
and  reported.   The  parishioners  in  turn  were  themselves  under 
the  eyes  of  spies.     Here,  for  example,  is  "  An  Acte  Puritan 
of  Pennance  enjoyned  to  Henry  Baldwyn,  William  ky^11- 
Swifte,  Christopher  Gibson,  churchwardens   of  Watford,  for 
their  negligence  in  not  preventing  faults  and  defects  concern- 
ing the  neglect  of  their  minister.      The  said  churchwardens 
shall  upon  Sunday  next,  immediately  after  the  end  of  Evening 
Prayer,  in  the  chancel  of  the  Parish  Church  of  Watford,  before 
six  of  the  honester  parishioners,  confess  their  fault,  for  that 
they  have  omitted  to  prevent  the  faults  and  defects  of  their 
minister,  committed  and  omitted,  punishable  by  the  church 


.^...j  in  essence,  substance,  effect  or  curate  or  lecturer  shall  preach  any  ser- 

natanl  intention    within  some  of  the  mons  hereafter  upon  Sundays  and  holi- 

—*ui„  »t  wiiffimi  set  forth  in  1662,  or  days   in   the   afternoon." — MS.  in    St. 

TSSL ^ofthe  Amities  set  forth  by  Albans  Abbey. 

iSSj That   no  parson,  vicar, 
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censures ;  and  shall  confess  themselves  very  penitent,  desiring 
them  to  forgive  them,  and  that  they  shall  be  more  careful. 
January  27th,  1599."  In  the  same  year  is  "  an  order  of  penance 
to  George  Clarke  of  Norton,  for  appointing  his  servants  to  work 
in  removing  hay  from  a  stack  on  a  Tuesday  in  Easter  week 
last."    Again,  "  I  certify  that  Thomas  Lynsey,  of  this  parish  of 
St.  Albans,  did,  according  to  the  decree  of  the  court  on  Sunday, 
August  2nd,  in  the  church  at  the  time,  of  Divine  Service,  stand 
forth  in  the  open  sight  of  the  people,  and  did  show  himself 
sorrie  for  his  offence  by  his  absence  from  his  parish  church, 
notwithstanding  it  was  by  means  of  his  service  elsewhere. 
By  me,  Roger  Williams."    "  That  William  Ewer,  Thomas  Dell, 
and  Henry  Dell,  of  St.  Michael's,  have  received  the  communion 
and  acknowledged  their  offence  in  not  receiving  the  commu- 
nion at  Easter,  as  Christians  by  law  ought  to  do.     1st  Novem- 
ber, 1584.     By  me,  Thos.  Wethered." 

Another  and  more  striking  instance  of  persecution  against 
the  Puritan  laity  we  find  among  the  Bacon  Letters  in  Lambeth 
John  Clark     library.    H>  *&  m  the  fo™  <&  "Articles  objected 
Mayor  of  '    by  her  Majesty's  High  Commissioners  for  causes 
ecclesiastical  against  John  Clark,  of  the  town  of 
St.  Albans.     1.  That  in  Easter  week  last  past,  there  came  into 
your  house,  situate  in  the  said  towne  of  St  Albans,  a  minister, 
and  for  that  you  were  very  desirous  to  hear  him  preach,  you 
entreated  Mr.  Koger  Williams  that  he  might  be  permitted  to 
preach  within  the  parish  church.  .  .  .     3.  That  you  did  request, 
or  at  the  least  permit,  and  suffer  the  said  minister  in  your  own 
house  to  be  privately  exercised  in  prayer  and  preaching, 
expounding  or  exhorting  upon  some  place  of  Scripture  by  the 
space  of  an  hour  or  more.    4.  That  not  only  you,  the  said 
John  Clark,  your  wife,  children,  and  servants,  were  then  and 
there  present,  but  also  divers  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said 
town  having  intelligence  of  the  said  private  exercise,  repaired 
and  came  thither,  and  continued  during  the  said  exercise. 
And,  namely,  one  John  Davies,  a  shoemaker,  Thomas  Dell, 
John  Clark  your  son,  Robert  Walton  your  son-in-law,  and 
their  wives.    5.  That  you,  the  said  John  Clark,  in  the  years 
1593,   1594,  have  also  permitted  divers  and  sundry  other 
ministers  not  licensed,  and  some  such  as  have  been  especially 
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disliked  and  disallowed  by  authority,  to  be  so  privately  exer- 
cised in  your  own  house,  and  namely  John  Penby,  lately 
executed,  or  at  least  have  secretly  received  and  entertained 
the  same  Penry,  and  have  had  much  conference  with  him 
within  your  own  house,  and  have  uttered  your  liking  of  many 
of  his  factious  opinions,  in  so  much  that  you  have  kept  many 
of  his  seditious  books,  supposed  to  have  been  written  by  him. 
7.  That  the  said  Penry,  not  long  before  his  arraignment,  was 
at  your  house,  and  had  conference  with  you ;  and  that  you,  the 
said  John  Clark,  before  his  departure  from  you,  understanding 
that  he  was  in  danger,  did  then  promise  to  pray  for  him, 
saying  that  you  hoped  both  he  and  his  cause  would  return 
with  credit  That  whereas  one  Thomas  Newton,  for  divers 
contempts  of  ecclesiastical  authority,  was  excommunicated, 
apprehended,  and  committed  to  prison ;  you,  John  Clark,  dealt 
with  his  keeper  for  his  liberty." 

There  are  other  charges  against  John  Clark  (which  we  shall 
have  to  name  in  the  next  chapter),  showing  that  he  was  Mayor 
of  St.  Albans  for  the  previous  year,  1592,  and  a  man  of  con- 
siderable influence  among  his  fellow-citizens.  The  movers  of 
the  ecclesiastical  law  against  him  are  referred  to  in  one  of 
Luly  Bacons  letters,  in  which,  writing  to  her  son  Anthony, 
she  says:  "My  servant  said,  as  he  came  away,  he  met 
Mr.  Kempe  coming  to  you  with  one  chained  He  belongeth 
to  the  Bishop,  and  did  hurt  in  Mr.  Dyke's  and  Mr.  Cooked 
tyme,  and  was  then  as  the  official  now  in  power.  They  be 
biting  vipers  the  whole  part  of  them ;  they  can  flatter,  and  hit 
too  their  venom.  Be  wisely  ware  of  them  and  such  as  they, 
and  promise  not  to  do  much  for  them.  For  they  are  all  for 
themselves,  and  hindrancers  of  good  men.  Had  I  thought  he 
(Kempe)  had  come  to  you,  I  would  have  desired  some  person. 
to  see  him  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Newton,  prisoned  by  such  as  be  and 
others  now  in  place.  The  Lord  put  them  out  of  their  drinking 
in  His  good  time,  and  their  back-gone  Bishop  (Aylmer).  Burn 
this,  I  write  so  true.  Beware  liberal  speech  these  suspicious 
days. — A.  B."  In  another  letter,  about  the  same  date  (1596), 
she  writes,  "  Mr.  Clark  is  an  honest  man,  and  so  has  been 
counted  even  in  your  father's  days  for  a  townsman." 

It  is  to  the  honour  of  our  city  of  St.  Albans  that  there  was- 
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in  it,  as  its  mayor,  a  man  of  the  calibre  of  John  Clark,  who  did 
not  shrink  from  welcoming  John  Penry,  the  Puritan  martyr, 
into  his  home,  or  from  committing  the  ecclesiastical  offence  of 
"  praying  for  him."  All  honour  also  to  the  pious  and  virtuous 
Lady  Anne  Bacon,  who  was  not  ashamed  to  espouse  the  cause 
of  the  Puritans,  to  plead  in  their  behalf,  and  to  employ  her 
influence  to  shield  them  from  persecution,  to  mourn  their 
failure  of  her  efforts  in  many  cases,  and  to  denounce  the 
prelates  who  wronged  them,  as  "  biting  vipers." 

There  is  some  uncertainty  as  to  the  time  of  Lady  Bacon's 
death.     The  date  usually  named  is  the  year  1600,  and  this 

The  date    -is  stated  in  Miss  C.  Grimston's  "  History  of  Gorham- 

Bac^n's         bury-"     "  The  letters  of  Lady  Bacon  <*>  her  SO*  shoW 

death.         that  she  resided  at  Gorhambuiy  from  the  time  of 
her  widowhood  until  her  decease.     Lady  Bacon  died  about  the 
year   1600,   and  was  buried  in  St.  Michael's  Church."    But 
Mr.  Spedding  quotes    a   letter    from    Francis  Bacon,   dated 
27th  of  August,  1610,  to  Sir  Michael  Hicks,  which  runs  thus: 
"I  heartily  wish  I  had  your  company  here  at  my  mother's 
funeral,  which  I  purpose  on  Thursday  next  in  the  forenoon." 
This  Mr.  Spedding  considers  conclusive  as  to  the  date,  and  in 
reply  to  the  enquiry,  How  is  it  that  we  find  no  mention  of 
Lady  Bacon  after  1600,  if  she  lived  to  1610  ?  he  suggests  that 
she  became  deranged !  l     The  only  proof  of  it  he  can  quote  is 
a  saying  of  Bishop  Goodman,  that  "  Bacon's  mother  was  but 
little  better  than  frantic  in  her  age,"  and  he  then  adds,  "  there 
were  times  between  1593-7  when  the  same  thing  might  be 
said   of  her.'1     But    this    Bishop    Goodman   was  hardly  a 
trustworthy  man ;  he  accused  his  predecessor  falsely  of  being 
a  Papist,  and  he  became  a  Papist  himself.    And  as  to  Lady 
Bacon's  letters,  1593-7,  there  is  nothing  "frantic"  in  them; 
they  are  rational,  pious,  and  for  the  most  part  loving,  to  both 
her  sons.    As  late  as  December  31st,  1596,  Anthony,  thanking 
his  mother  "  for  her  seasonable  provision,"  prays  God  to  send 
her,  "  this  new  year  and  many  more,  full  measure  of  inward 
<»mfort  and  contentment." 

Lady  Bacon,  in  the  year  1600,  must  have  been  seventy 

1  Spedding's  Life  of  Lord  Bacon,  iv.  217. 
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years  old  or  above ; 1  she  was  not  strong  in  bodily  health,  and 
it  was  only  natural  that  her  life  should  be  one  retired  from 
the  fashion  and  bustle  of  the  time.     There  is  no  need  to  resort 
to  so  unkind  a  conjecture  as  insanity,  without  a  tittle  of  real 
evidence,  or  to  put  such  a  stigma  upon  her  and  upon  her 
family,  in  order  to  explain  a  retirement  which  was  natural. 
In  one  of  her  latest  letters  to  her  two  sons,  Anthony  and 
Francis,  writing  "  as  a  Christian  mother  who  loveth  you  both," 
she  reminds  them  "  of  mine  own  sickliness,  and  still  languish- 
ing strength,  and  like  of  but  short  continuance/'  and  she  speaks 
of  her  executors  and  her  burial.    On  December  13th,  1596, 
writing  to  her  nephew,  Mr.  Secretary  Cecil,  she  thanks  him 
for  allowing  "your  old  aunt  some  speech  with  some  leisure 
on  my  last  being  with  you."     This  letter  is  full  of  kindness 
and  intelligence.  And  to  the  Earl  of  Essex,  December  5th,  1596, 
she  writes,  *  In  your  incessant  and  careful  affairs,  to  vouchsafe 
me,  as  one  almost  forgotten  in  the  world,  a  letter  even  with 
your  own  hand  is  far  more  than  my  poor  estate  can  reach 
unto."  Once  more,  on  March  13th,  1599  (i.e.  1600),  her  son,  the 
great  Francis,  writing  to  Queen  Elizabeth,  urges,  "First  my 
love  to  my  mother,  whose  health  being  very  worn,  I  infinitely 
desire  she  may  carry  this  comfort  to  the  grave,  not  to  leave 
my  estate  troubled  and  engaged." 

The  just  conclusion  is,  that  this  learned,  accomplished,  and 
virtuous  lady,  now  far  advanced  in  life,  and  suffering  from 
the  weaknesses  incident  to  old  age,  spent  her  closing  years  in 
the  retirement  of  Gorhambury.  "  I  humbly  thank  God,"  she 
writes,  u  for  the  comfortable  company  of  Mr.  Wyborne  and 
Mr.  Wylblud.  They  may  be  greatly  afraid  of  God's  dis- 
pleasure, who  work  the  woeful  disappointing  of  Gods  work  in 
Bis  vineyard,  by  putting  such  to  silence  in  these  cold  sinning 
days."  Whether  she  had  to  the  last  the  "comfortable  com- 
pany "  of  these  and  other  faithful  men  we  know  not,  but  we 
may  be  certain  that  she  enjoyed  the  strong  consolations  of 
that  simple  Gospel  which  they  preached,  to  support  her  amid 
the  infirmities  of  threescore  years  and  ten  and  fourscore  years, 
that  she  was  enabled  by  faith  to  look  for  the  mercy  of  our 

1  "She  was  the  second  of  five  daugh-  lived,  so  that  we  may  presume  she  was 
ten,  and  her  eldest  sister  would  have  above  eighty.  She  had  four  brothers." 
been  eighty-seven  in   1610,  if  she  had      Speddmg. 
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Lord  Jesus  Christ  unto  eternal  life,  and  that  the  welcome  was 
hers  when  she  departed, "  Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant, 
enter  thou  into  the  joy  of  thy  Lord."    To   Lady  Bacon,  as 
well  as  to  her  husband   Sir  Nicholas,  the  motto  may   fitly 
be  applied,  The  memory  of  the  just  is  blessed.    They   pre- 
sent a  noble  example  of  persons  by  birth  or  fortune  exposed 
to  the  temptations  of  rank  and  luxury,  spending  their  lives 
and  energies   not  in  indolenee   and  self-indulgence,   not   in 
spiteful  and  barren  political  wrangling,  but  in  the  unosten- 
tatious encouragement  of  good  and  holy  workers  for  Christ, 
and  in  the  advancement  of  His  benign  and  gracious  sway  over 
the  hearts,  the  homes,  the  lives,  of  their  fellow-men.     Lady 
Bacon,  in  particular,  is  a  signal  example  of  a  Christian  woman, 
with  learning  and  intelligence  equal  to  that  of  any  man  among 
her  contemporaries,  attending  with  quiet  diligence  to    the 
duties  of  house  and  home,  directing  and  encouraging  her  sons 
with  the  tender  anxiety  of  a  loving  mother,  and  at  the  same 
time    materially  advancing   the  kingdom  of  Christ  in   her 
country  and  her  time. 


VI. 

ROBERT  JOHNSON,   WILLIAM  DYKE,  AND   ERASMUS  COOKE, 
PURITAN   MINISTERS  OF   ST.  MICHAEL'S. 

"  Ble**rd  are  ye  when  men  ahull  revile  you,  and  persecute  you,  and  shall  say 
all  manner  of  evil  against  yon  falsely,  for  my  sake." — MATT.  v.  11. 

F  these  days  of  religious  liberty  it  is  not  easy  to  understand 
the  enormous  power  of  the  Prelates  in  Elizabeth's  reign. 
In  our  time,  a  Bishop  or  Archbishop  of  the  Esta-   p^^of 
Wished  Church  possesses  legal  power  over  no  man  Elizabeth's 
who  does  not  put  himself  under  his  government.     He  re 
can  compel  no  man  to  go  to  his  church,  to  sign  his  creed,  to 
follow  his  rubric,  who  declines  to  acknowledge  his  authority 
Even  those  who  talk  most  loudly  about  the  Divine  right  of 
episcopacy  are  foremost  in  ridiculing  and  railing  at  any  Bishop 
who  does  not  think  as  they  do.     To  find  the  most  wanton 
scoffs  at  the  episcopal  bench  we  must  go  to  the  Ghwrch  Times. 
Not  only  do  our  State-Church  Bishops  lack  any  authority  over 
the  Free  Churches  of  England  and  Wales,  and  of  Scotland, — 
making  up  half  the  population  of  Britain, — they  possess  vetj 
little  real  power  to  make  even  their  own  clergy  obey  them.     A 
few  years  ago  some  bishops  talked  of  excommunicating  Colenso. 
"You  had  better  not,"  said  Keble,  for  "nobody  now  really 
believes  in  excommunication."     But  it  was  very  different  three 
centuries  ago.    In  Elizabeth's  reign  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Bishop 
was  almost  absolute;  he  was  potentate  in  his  diocese  over  every 
minister,  nay,  over  every  parishioner.  His  authority  was  backed 
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up  by  the  magistrate's  warrant,  the  constable's  baton,  the  pillory, 
the  prison,  the  faggot,  the  rope  of  the  hangman.    The  Ecclesi- 
astical Courts  were  not  mere  Debating  Societies  or   social 
meetings,  which  the  clergy  might  attend  or  neglect  as  they  liked. 
They  could  summon,  try,  imprison ;  and  the  Prelate  in  favour 
with  the  Crown  could  order  obedience  to  his  rubrics,  even  to 
the  vagueness  of  an  et  cetera,  and  he  could  enforce  obedience  by 
pains  and  penaltiea     His  court,  and  that  of  each  Archdeacon 
likewise,  could  summon  before  them  whom  they  liked,  and 
could  impose  penances,  and  send  men  to  prison,  for  absenting 
themselves  from  their  parish  church,  for  not  partaking  of  the 
communion,  for  going  to  a  conventicle,  for  opening  their  shops 
on  a  Saint's-day.   Woe  to  the  conscientious  parson  who  refused 
to  wear  what  he  called  the  "rags  of  popery,"  cope  and  cap, 
tippet  and  surplice !   Woe  to  the  pious  layman  who  entertained 
an  unlicensed  minister  in  his  family !    Woe  to  the  industrious 
farmer  who  carted  a  load  of  hay  on  Lady-day !    Woe  to  the 
luckless  barber  who  "  trimmed  "  a  man  on  Christmas  morning ! 
Woe  to  the  toiling  tailor  who  was  caught  finishing  a  coat  on 
St.  Andrew's-day  or  Michaelmas !    Penances  could  be  imposed, 
and  if  not  performed  the  prison  was  at  hand. 

At  the  head  of  this  ecclesiastical  tyranny  in  each  diocese  sat 
the  Bishop,  a  Prelate  indeed.  We  can  conceive  of  no  position 
Their  enor-  more  worthy  the  coveting  of  an  ambitious  and  un- 
mous  power.  scrupuious  man.  The  judge  of  the  Civil  Court  was 
hemmed  in  by  the  law  he  had  to  administer,  and  the  jury  who 
alone  could  convict.  His  position  was  one  of  grave  responsibility. 
But  the  Bishop  in  the  Ecclesiastical  Court  could  interpret  his 
own  laws,  and  could  examine,  and  condemn  or  acquit,  without 
a  jury.  He  had,  moreover,  vast  patronage  and  many  livings  in 
his  gift.  The  very  impunity  of  the  office  sufficed  to  make  even 
an  ordinary  man  haughty  and  dictatorial ;  it  not  only  fostered 
pride,  it  begat  intolerance.  Hence  we  cannot  wonder  that 
John  Whitgift,  who  sat  in  Pembroke  Hall  at  the  feet  of  Brad- 
ford the  martyr,  and  Thomas  Cooper,  the  son  of  a  poor  shopman, 
and  John  Aylmer,  who  himself  had  been  an  exile  in  Mary's 
reign,  should  become,  as  they  did  become,  relentless  persecu- 
tors in  their  turn. 

Let  us  glance  for  a  moment  at  the  character  of  these  three 
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Prelates.     I  have  named  them  from  among  many  others  simply 
because  at  the  time  of  which  we  write  they  were  character 
officially  connected   with  our  county  of  Hertford,   and  domm 
Strype,  with  all  his  partizanship,  could  not  oblite- 
rate facts.     His  own  pages  furnish  a  refutation  of  his  praise  of 
these  Prelates.     Hertfordshire  was  largely  in  the  diocese  of 
Lincoln,  of  which  see  Thomas  Cooper  was  bishop ;  partly  in 
the  diocese  of  London,  of  which  John  Aylmer  was  bishop ;  while 
almost  the  entire  county  was  under  the  primacy  of  Canterbury, 
of  which  John  Whitgift  was  Archbishop.  John  Whitgift  was  the 
son  of  a  merchant  at  Great  Grimsby ;  his  tutor  at  Cambridge 
was  John  Bradford,  who  suffered  martyrdom  in  Mary's  reign ; 
his  first  sermon  was  from  the  words,  "  I  am  not  ashamed  of  the 
Gospel  of  Christ."    His  name  occurs  signing  a  letter  to  stay  an 
edict  enjoining  the  wearing  surplices.     A  good  beginning ;  but 
soon  beclouded  by  arrogance  and  injustice.     He  succeeded  in 
ousting  Thomas  Cartwright  from  the  divinity  chair  at  Cam- 
bridge, and  inhibited  him  from  preaching.   Then  came  the  lawn 
sleeves  upon  his  arms  as  Bishop  of  Worcester,  and  in  1583  he  was 
enthroned  Archbishop  of  Canterbury.   Lord  Macaulay  describes 
him  "a  narrow-minded,  mean,  tyrannical  priest,  who  gained 
power  by  servility  and  adulation,  and  employed  it  in  persecut- 
ing; putting  off  the  worm  and  putting  on  the  dragon-fly."     His 
first  direction  as  Archbishop  was,  "That  all  preaching,  cate- 
chising, and  praying,  in  private  places,  and  families  whereunto 
others  resort,  be  utterly  extinguished."1     Next  he  imposed  on 
the  clergy  his  famous  Three  Articles,2  and  deprived  those  who 
refused  them.     He  also  introduced  the  ex  officio  oath,  obliging 
accused  persons  to  answer  to  twenty-four  inquisitorial  articles 
of  impeachment,  whereby  they  might  criminate  themselves. 
Cries  of  distress  arose  from  all  parts  of  his  province,  distressed 
fimiiKf>a  of  the  suspended  ministers  praying  to  heaven  for  help, 
and  to  their   superiors   on  the  earth.    Pains  and   penalties 

1  Kttl's  "  History  of  the  Puritans,"  L  of  Common  Prayer,  and  of  the  ordination 

320.  of  priests  and  deacons,   as   containing 

J  fcThat  none  be  admitted  to  preach,  or  nothing  contrary  to  the  Word  of  God ; 

execute  any  part  of  the  ecclesiastical  and  that  they  will  use  it  in  all  their 

function,  nnlemhe  subscribe  the  three  public  ministrations,  and  no  other.  8rdly, 

22  AwtnciM  :  let,  to  the  Queen's  to  the  Thirty-nine  Articles  of  the  Church 

~*~*L  ~-~r  -ii   persons,  and  in  all  of  England,  agreed  upon  in  the  synod  of 

^^3 JfcSicsJ  and  civil  within  her  1562,  and  afterward  confirmed  by  parlia- 

^^Sffi^.^dly'totheBook  *»nt.»-Neal,i.820. 
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followed.    Some  had  their  ears  cut  off,  and  their  noses   slit, 
and  were  exposed   several  days  in  the  pillory.     Even   Lord 
Burghley  appealed  to  "his  grace  "  against  his  articles : — "  They 
are  so  curiously  penned,  so  full  of  branches,  that  I  think  the 
Inquisitors    of  Spain  use  not  so  many  questions  to  entrap 
their  prey.    Surely,  under  your  grace's  correction,  this  kind  of 
proceeding  savours  too  much  of  the  Romish  Inquisition,  and  is 
rather  a  device  to  seek  offenders  than  to  reform  any."     Not 
only  did  Whitgift  deprive  Cartwright  of  his  chair  at  Cambridge, 
but  by  means  of  a  felse  charge  of  perjury  he  drove  him  from 
the  University,  and  then  accused  him  of  "  going  up  and  down 
idly  and  living  at  other  men's  tables."    After  taking  away 
his  bread,  and  stopping  his  mouth  from  preaching,  he  stoops 
to  ungenerous  reproaches  like  these.    "  After  he  thrust  me  out 
of  the  College,"  wrote  Cartwright,  <f  he  accused  me  of  going 
up  and  down.    That  I  was  not  idle  he  knows  too  well.    I  lived 
indeed  at  other  men's  tables,  having  no  house,  nor  wife,  of  my 
own.    But  not  without  their  desire;  and  though  unable  to 
requite  it,  I  instructed  their  children  in  the  principles  of  religion 
and  other  learning."    When  he  failed  to  defeat  Cartwright  by 
argument,  Whitgift  resorted  again  to  slander,  and,  through 
Sutliffe,  accused  Cartwright  with  amassing  wealth.    The  wills 
of  the  two  men  now  lie  side  by  side  in  the  same  volume  at 
Somerset  House,  Cartwright's  showing  plain  life  and  few  pos- 
sessions, Whitgift's  full  of  provisoes  about  silver  standishes, 
geldings,  and  varied  property. 

Thomas  Cooper,  again,  was  the  son  of  a  poor  tailor  living  in 
Cat  Street,  in  St.  Mary's  parish,  Oxford,  and  in  spite  of  Mar- 
Character  prelate's1  jokes,  deserves  credit  for  having  by  dint 
Biahopof '  °^  industoy  worked  his  way  up  in  life.  He  filled 
Lincoln.  many  mean  and  servile  offices  in  Magdalen  College, 
till  by  the  favour  of  friends  he  was  advanced  to  be  fellow  and 
schoolmaster.    He  owed  his  promotion  to  the  episcopal  bench 

1  The  Tracts  of  Martin  Marpbelate  and  ridicule  "  ("  History  of  the  Puritans," 

are  witty  satires  against  the  prelates,  i.  402, 403).    John  Udal  and  John  Penry 

written  anonymously  in  and  about  the  were  accused  and  condemned  as  among 

year  1690.    Neal  says  of  them,  "  There  the  writers,  but  they  denied  all  connec- 

are  many  sad  truths  in  them,  but  de-  tion  with  them.    The  accusations  they 

liveredin  rude  and  unbecoming  language,  contain  against  the  prelates  are  com- 
l  with  a  bitter  angry  spirit."    But  he 


and  with  a  bitter  angry  spirit."    But  he      bated  by  Strype,  who  is   nevertheless 
adds,  after  giving  a  list  of  them,  "  The      obliged  to  allow  and  to 
writers  on  the  Church  side  came   not      for  some  of  the  charges. 
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to  bis  Dictionary,  which  was  a  translation,  verbatim,  and  but 
poorly  done,  of  Stephan's  Thesaurus.  He  was  made  Bishop 
of  Lincoln  in  1570,  and  died  Bishop  of  Winchester  in  1594. 
He  was  a  foe  to  the  Puritans,  and  engaged  in  controversy  with 
*  Martin  Marprelate  "  about  the  tract,  "  Ha'  ye  any  work  for 
the  Cooper?"  When  Penry  spoke  of  preaching  as " a  means 
of  salvation,"  Bishop  Cooper  cried  out,  "  It  is  an  execrable 
heresy,"  or,  as  he  himself  gives  it,  "This  is  not  far  from 
heresy," — a  "heresy"  for  which  he  and  the  other  prelates 
condemned  Penry,  who  was  put  to  death.  His  officer,  Sir  R. 
Norton,  accused  him  of  covetousness,  and  in  reply  he  gives  a 
statement  of  the  outlay  of  the  annual  value  of  the  See,  £3,000. 
He  worked  hand  and  glove  with  Aylmer  and  Whitgift.  Martin 
calls  him  "  a  very  dunce."  Preaching  at  Peterborough  August 
2nd,  1587,  at  the  funeral  of  one  who  died  an  obstinate  and 
professed  Papist,  Cooper  prayed  that  his  soul,  and  the  souls 
of  all  present,  might  be  with  the  soul  of  the  departed.  He 
gave  his  sanction  in  1574  to  certain  Orders  for  Exercises 
drawn  up  by  the  clergy  of  Herts,  but  afterwards  he  opposed 
them. 

John  Aylmer  became  Archdeacon  of  Lincoln,  and,  as  Stry pe 
says,  "stuck  there  a  long  time,"  often  nominated  to  some  vacant 
bishopric,  but  not  gaining  promotion.  Once  he  character  of 
erpedied  the  bishopric  of  Ely,  but  this  also  came  to  SJ££^' 
nothing,  though  it  gave  occasion  to  his  profane  joke  London. 
when  once  asked  whether  he  should  be  Bishop  of  Ely;  he 
answered  that  "he  had  no  great  hope,  and  therefore,"  quoth 
he,  "  Eli,  Eli,  lama  sabactham  ! "  Martin  Marprelate  asks 
upon  this,  "  How  canst  thou  excuse  such  blasphemy  ?  There 
have  been  two  outrageous  facts  amongst  others  committed  in 
the  world  by  those  that  profess  true  religion;  the  one  was  the 
betraying  of  our  Saviour  by  Judas,  an  Apostle,  the  other  was 
the  horrible  mocking  of  His  agony  and  bitter  passion  by  John 
Elmar,  a  bishop,  in  his  speech."  The  cupidity  of  this  prelate 
Strype  endeavours  in  vain  to  exculpate.  He  cut  down  the 
elms  of  Fulham  to  make  money  of  the  timber,  and  did  the  like 
in  W<i/»i»rn  in  Herts.  "  You  are  called  Elmar,  but  you  had 
better  be  called  Mar  dm"  wrote  Martin.  He  was  particularly 
severe  in  dealing  with  the  Puritans,  as  we  shall  presently  see. 
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He  was  a  player  of  "bowles"  on  Sundays,  and  was  wont  to 
swear  over  the  game.  "When  John  of  London  throws  his 
bowle  he  will  run  after  it,  and  cry  Bubt  nib,  rub,  and  say,  The 
devil  go  with  thee.  Who  goweth  to  bowles  upon  the  Sabbath  ? 
Dumb  dunstical  John  of  good  London  hath  done  this.9'  He 
was  called  "dumb"  because  he  rarely  preached.  Martin  tells 
circumstantially  many  stories  about  him,  which  Cooper  at  the 
time  attempted  to  rebut,  and  which  Strype  apologises  for.  He 
made  his  blind  gate-keeper  rector  of  Faddington.  He  refused 
to  pay  a  tradesman's  bill  after  the  tradesman  was  dead.  He 
silenced  the  silver-tongued  Smith  in  1588.  He  was  guilty 
of  treacherously  imprisoning  Thomas  Cartwright.  The  poet 
Spenser  characterized  him  as  Morrell,  the  Bad  Shepherd,  in 
the  "Shepherd's  Calendar."  He  was  a  man  of  harsh  and  violent 
temper,  coarse  and  avaricious. 

Fancy  what  men  such  as  these  must  have  been,  when  gifted 
with  the  power  of  the  prelates  of  their  day !  "  Those,"  says  Dr. 
Wyborne,  one  of  the  Lady  Bacon's  chaplains,  "  whom  persecu- 
tion and  banishment  could  not  overthrow,  being  now  fattened 
with  promotion,  honour,  and   wealth,  forgetting  what   they 
have  been,  and  looking  only  to  their  present  estate,  are  blinded 
with  estimation  of  themselves,  and  seek  with  careful  carking 
to  keep  that  which  they  have,  and  greedily  to  gather  more. 
History  testifies  what  trouble  the  infected  minds  of  prelates 
have  raised  up,  now   that  they  have  felt  the  sweetness  of 
worldly  pomp  and  glory.     They  would  have  men  believe  that 
they  wish  to  abolish  the  rags  and  dregs  of  Popery,  yet  those 
that  use  not  these  rags  they  forbid  to  preach,  they  deprive, 
they  imprison.     The  gift  of  learning  and  preaching  must, 
for  a  cap   or  a  surplice,  be  tied  in  a  napkin  and  laid   in 
the  ground,  or  else  my  lord  bishops  shall  want  of  their  will. 
How  many   thousand  ministers  in   England  are  suffered  to 
exercise  their  office,  and  to  enjoy  their  livings,   who  have 
none  of  the  properties  prescribed  by  the  holy  Apostle  Paul ; 
none  are  thrust  out  of  their  living  but  such  as  will  not  put  on 
the  Pope's  livery.    I  know  some  that  have  said  mass  divers 
years,  and  confess  the  same,  yet  are  in  quiet  possession  of  their 
livings.     I  know  double-beneficed  men  that  do  nothing  else 
but  eat,  drink,  sleep,  play  at  dice,  cards,  tables,  bowles,  and 
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read  service  in  church,  and  teach  nothing  at  all,  yet  they  are 
undisturbed."1 

Descending  the  hill  in  St.  Albans  from  the  clock-tower  to 
Homeland,  we  see  towards  the  west,  embedded  in  the  thickly- 
leaved  wood,  an  ancient  church,  whose  square-built  massive 
tower,  light  coloured,  but  of  flint  and  Roman  tiles,  rises  amid 
the  trees.  It  is  St  Michael's,  raised,  as  some  fancy,  The  church 
upon  the  site  of  a  heathen  temple,  by  Ulsin,  6th  Michael, 
Abbot  of  St.  Albans,  nine  hundred  years  ago.  There  St-  Albans. 
still  it  stands,  within  the  ruined  yet  traceable  walls  of  ancient 
Verulam,  a  witness  to  the  triumph  of  the  Christian  religion 
over  the  darkness  of  paganism.  We  descend  the  old  winding 
Fiahpool  Street,  once  picturesque,  but  now  defaced  by  a  high 
blank  wall,  and  crossing  the  river  Yer,  deep  and  clear  and 
swift  though  narrow,  we  make  our  way  through  the  quaint 
trim  village,  and  enter  the  churchyard  with  its  wind-beaten 
yews.  Within,  passing  up  the  somewhat  dark  and  gloomy 
aisle,  we  come  to  the  statue  of  Francis  Bacon,  Earl  of  Verulam, 
sitting  at  ease  as  if  in  thought,  while  the  mortal  remains  of 
the  famous  philosopher  repose  beside  those  of  his  learned  and 
pious  mother  beneath.  The  pulpit,  with  its  iron  case  for  the 
hour-glass,  is  the  one  striking  relic  of  Puritan  times.  But 
those  walls  three  centuries  ago  often  echoed  to  the  voice  of  the 
Puritan  preachers  who,  under  the  patronage  of  Lady  Bacon, 
came  hither  to  proclaim  Christ's  simple  Gospel  to  simple  men. 
Down  yonder  Fish  pool  Street,  and  through  the  village,  a  stream 
of  worshippers  then  wended  their  way  hither  from  week  to 
week,  to  be  fed  with  the  bread  of  life,  not  in  the  form  of  the 
wafer,  but  of  the  Word.  *  Blessed"  said  our  Saviour, "  are  they 
that  hunger  and  thirst  after  righteousnessy  for  they  shall  be 
filled"  After  righteousness  the  people  hungered,  and  the  bread 
of  life  was  honestly  broken  to  them  by  the  Puritans. 

First  in   order  among  the  preachers  who  come  before  us 
was  Robert  Johnson,  chaplain  to  Sir  Nicholas  ^pm^a 
Bacon  at  Gorhambury,  who  (as   Strype  tells   us)   Bobert 
had  some  place  of  ministry  at  St.  Albans.    He  was     °    80n* 
not  vicar  of  St.  Michael's,  for  we  find  one  Thomas  Wethered, 

»  to  Part  of  a  Register,"  pp. ?-9 
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or  Wetherhead  (whom  Newcourt  names),  already  here  (accord- 
ing to  the  "Acta"  of  the  Archdeaconry)  in  1557.     But  as  this 
Thomas  Wethered,  who  held  the  living  for  nearly  half  a  century, 
was  "  neither  graduate  nor  preacher/'  it  is  probable  that  Robert 
Johnson,  the  chaplain,  preached  in  St.  Michael's  church.    This 
could  not,  however,  have  been  for  any  length  of  time.     He 
was  soon  silenced  by  the  Archbishop  and  the  Bishops  of  Winton 
and  Ely  at  Lambeth,  and  he  has  left  us  an  account  of  his 
opinions  in  his  examination  before  the  Bishops.    "  I  take  it  for 
granted,"  he  says,  "  that  there  are  faults  to  be  reformed  both 
in  the  government  of  the  Church  and  in  the  Book  of  Common 
Prayer,  and  it  is  good  that  people's  minds  be  prepared   to 
receive  it,  that  they  should  know  the  defects,  and  pray  for 
reformation.    In  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer  the  Scripture  is 
openly  abused,  being  wrong  applied  as  in  baptism.    John  iii. 
5,  'Except  a  man  be  born  of  water  and  of  the  Spirit/  is  in 
the  book, '  Except  he  be  regenerate  and  born  anew  of  water 
and  the  Holy  Ghost/     These  words,  that  show  that  the  Spirit 
of  God  must  wash  us,  are  wrongly  applied  to  the  baptizing  in 
the  font.    So  likewise  John  xx.  22,  '  Receive  the  Holy  Ghost/ 
which  Christ  alone  might  say  who  had  power,  are  foully  abused 
when  the  Archbishop  is  appointed  to  say, '  Receive  the  Holy 
Ghost/    There  are  besides  other  abuses  in  that  book,  as  the 
crossing  of  the  child  in  baptism,  a  number  of  holy-days,  corrupt 
prayers,  as  in  confirmation, '  Almighty  God,  who  hath  vouch- 
safed to  regenerate  by  water;'  ungodly  promises,  as  that  con- 
cerning baptized  children/' 

Westminster  Hall  has  witnessed  many  strange  scenes,  but 
none  more  strange  than  that  of  the  examination  of  our  Robert 
Hia  exami-  Johnson  on  February  20th,  1573,  before  the  Bishop 
lotion  before  of  London  and  the  Dean  of  Westminster.  There  he 
op'  stands  a  prisoner  at  the  bar,  a  young  man,  with 
none  to  plead  his  cause  save  his  own  feeble  self.  But  out  of 
weakness  he  is  made  strong.  What  is  his  crime,  that  he  has 
already  been  in  prison  seven  weeks,  and  is  now  upon  his  trial 
for  further  punishment  ?  Has  he  been  guilty  of  profanity  or 
drunkenness,  of  forgery  or  theft,  or  any  trespass  of  the  law  ?  No ; 
in  all  these  things  he  is  acknowledged  innocent.  His  crimes  are 
three :  he  once  had  performed  a  marriage  without  the  ring,  he 
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baptized  without  crossing  the  child,  he  did  not  repeat  the  words 
of  institution  at  the  Lord's  Supper  when  more  wine  was  brought. 
This  last  is  the  chief  accusation :  "  I  used  the  words  of  institu- 
tion," says  he ;  "  once  when  the  wine  failed  I  sent  for  more, 
which  I  gave  with  the  appointed  words  of  the  book,  not  again 
repeating  the  words  of  institution.     For  these  once  spoken  are 
sufficient,  and  the  book  itself  does  not  command  their  repetition." 
*  You  are  not  forbidden  to  repeat  them,"  says  Mr.  Dean. 
"  Neither  am  I  commanded,"  pleads  Johnson. 
"  If  more  be  brought  in,  the  words  of  institution  must  be 
repeated,"  says  the  Bishop. 

11 1  pray  you  tell  me  one  thing,"  says  Johnson:  "are  the 

iwrd&  of  institution  spoken  for  the  bread  or  for  the  receivers  ?  " 

So  answer.     But  Johnson  continues  :  "  Christ  spoke  them  to 

the  disciples ;  for  the  communicants   the  words  are  spoken, 

and  they  had  already  heard  them." 

"  You  maintain,"  says  the  Dean,  "  a  horrible  heresy." 

u  If  you  were  well  served,  you  should  fry  a  faggot,"  says 

Master  Bromley  ;  and  thereupon  he  was  condemned  to  a  year's 

imprisonment  in  the  Gate  House,  Westminster.   He 

writes  from  his  prison  to  Bishop  Sandes,  "Our 

Saviour  Christ  saith, '  Blessed  are  the  merciful,  for  they  shall 

obtain  mercy; '  and  the  Apostle, '  Judgment  without  mercy  shall 

be  to  them  who  show  no  mercy/     I  marvel  then  what  mercy 

you,  with  the  rest  of  the  commissioners,  hope  for,  and  what 

judgment  you  look  for,  seeing  that  for  matters  of  no  weight, 

nay,  of  no  truth,  you  not  only  molest  and  mock  men,  deprave 

and  deprive  them,  but  also  condemn  them  to  long  imprisonment 

and  utter  undoing,  without  affection  of  charity  or  bowels  of 

mercy.    I  pray  you,  let  us  feel  some  of  your  charity  to  sustain 

as  and  our  families  in  this  so  hard  a  world.     Seeing  you  have 

ken  the  chief  of  my  trouble,  be  some  part  of  my  comfort.     If 

you  had  not  been,  at  the  first  I  had  escaped  the  prison.     If 

your  amplifications  had  not  been,  at  the  last  I  had  not  been 

condemned.    Let  pity  requite  spite,  and  mercy  recompense 

mahce." l    The  appeal  was  in  vain.     Robert  Johnson  was  left 

to  pine  and  die  in  his  dungeon.     But  as  there  is  a  just  God  in 

heaven, — though  three  centuries  or  three  hundred   centuries 

»  *  Part  of  a  Renter,"  pp.  94, 117. 
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elapse, — a  day  must  come  when  the  Right  Reverend  Bishop 
shall  answer  for  it. 

The  next  Puritan  minister  whom  we  find  at  St.  Michael's  is 
William  Dyke.  We  first  meet  with  him  at  Coggeshall,in  Essex, 
where  his  name  appears  side  by  side  with  the  vicar,  Lawrence 
Newman,  first  among  the  signatures  to  a  petition  against 
William  Whitgift's  three  articles.  Aylmer  imprisoned  him  in 
ofycosges-  the  Gatehouse  for  his  Nonconformity  at  the  same  time 
hail,  Essex,  with  Richard  Rich,  uncle  to  Lord  Rich,  against  whom 
it  was  alleged  that  he  was  "  a  great  favourer  of  one  Dyke,  who 
in  his  sermon  inveighed  against  statute-Protestants,  injunction- 
men,  and  such  as  love  to  jump  with  the  law/'  He,  together 
with  Lawrence  Newman,  was  suspended  about  half  a  year  for 
non-subscribing.  Lawrence  Newman  was  vicar  of  Coggeshall, 
and  William  Dikes  was  "  preacher  of  Coggeshall." l  Having  been 
silenced  more  than  once,  and  imprisoned  while  there,  we  next 
find  him  at  St.  Albans.  Through  the  influence  of  Lady  Anne 
Then  at  Bacon,  he  came  to  this  town  in  1588,  and  preached 
St.  Michael's,  regularly  at  St.  Michael's.  Thomas  Wethered  was 
still  the  vicar,  but  as  early  as  1586  we  find  him  described  as 
agrotus,  and  a  Mr.  Ames s  named  as  minister.  Then  (in  the 
"Acta"  of  the  Archdeaconry  of  St.  Albans)  in  1588  we  find 
"  Thomas  Wetherhead,  vicar,"  and  William  Dike,3  concionator 
— i.e.  preacher,  and  the  same  entry  again  in  1589,  1590. 

It  is  clear  that  William  Dyke,  being  well  known  as  a 
nonconformist  to  the  ceremonies,  an  able  preacher  of  Christ's. 
Gospel,  and  brought  to  St.  Michael's  through  the  influence  of 
Lady  Bacon, — the  incumbent  there  being  an  aged,  weak,  and 
non-preaching  man, — produced  by  his  ministry  what  we  should 
nowadays  call  a  revival  among  the  people;  many  came  out 
from  St.  Albans  to  hear  him.  But  the  opposition  and  hatred 
of  Bishop  Aylmer  followed  him.  The  usual  method  of  calumny 
was  resorted  to,  and  witnesses  were  suborned  to  testify  false- 

1  In  the  parish  register  at  Coggeshall  9  This  could  not  hare  been  Dr.  William 

we  find  the  following  :  "  1584,  Oct.  13th,  Ames,  who  was  born  1576.    (See  Brook's 

Hieremy,  sonne  of  William  Dike,  preacher  "  Lives  of  the  Puritans,"  ii.  405). 

of  Coggershall "  (M  Annals  of  Evanerelical  *  Fuller,  in  hiB  '•  Worthies,"  and  Brook r 


Nonconformity  in  Essex,"  by  the  Rev.  T.  in  his  "  Lives,"  call  him  Daniel  Dyke, 

W.  Davids,  p.  157).  In  the  Abbey  register  confounding  him  with  one  of  his  sons  so 

is  the  marriage  of  William  Dicke  and  Ann  named,  who  died  young,  and  whose  works 

Wells,  on  March  29th,  1573.    Whether  were  printed  by  his  brother  Jeremy.  The 

this  is  the  same  person  or  not  is  doubt-  name  appears  occasionally  as  Dix.    (See 

fnl .  Strype's  "  Aylmer,"  5G,  60). 
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hoods  concerning  him.    There  is  extant  a  paper  of  "Articles 
against  Mr.  Dyke,  preacher  at  St.  Michael's"  St.   Char 
Albans,  by  Mr.  Innocent  Read,  of  Redbourne,  bear-   against  him, 
ing  date  23rd  September,  1589,     Mr.  Read,  wrongly   1589' 
named  Innocent,  was  found  ready  to  do  the  Bishop's  bidding,  and 
to  array  against  his  victim  a  series  of  miserable  accusations* 
Happily  we  have  not  only  the  list  of  charges,  but  side  by  side 
with  them  William  Dyke's  answers,  dated  October  1597,  show- 
ing that  for  the  space  of  eight  years  these  charges  had  been 
kept  back  from  him,  though  used  against  him.1     He  charges 
Mr.  Dyke  with  "  unclean  and  unseemly"  speeches  in  his  sermons, 
phrases  which  William  Dyke  protests  he  never  used.    "  Under- 
standing that  certain  in  the  afternoon  of  a  Sabbath  day  were 
playing  at  football,  in  a  close  or  piece  of  ground  within  the 
parish  of  St.  Michael's,  at  the  evening  prayer  of  the  same  day 
in  his  sermon  called  those  football  players  the  scum  of  the  earth. 
William  Dyke  vindicates  himself  by  saying  that   w.  Dyke'B 
this  game  was  going  on  at  the  very  time  of  service,    replies. 
that  the  constable  had  attempted  in  vain  to  stop  them,  and 
that  in  his  sermon  he  had  only  quoted  Psalm  cxix.  119. 

Another  charge  related  to  Redbourne,  and  to  Mr.  Dyke's 
having  preached  against  "  the  Whitson  Ales."  "  These,"  says 
he,  "are  in  their  origin  bad;  they  are  shamefully  abused, 
having  in  them  piping  and  dancing,  and  Maid  Marian9  coming 
into  the  church  at  the  time  of  prayer  and  preaching  to  move 
laughter  with  kissing  in  the  church,  and  they  justly  deserve 
to  be  called  profane,  riotous,  and  disorderly." 

The  next  charge  is  significant.     "  Mr.  Dyke  has  been  heard 
in  divers  sermons  to  come  so  nigh  to  the  old  vicar  of  St. 
Michael's,  Mr.  Wetherhead,  that  the  common  people   concem- 
would  say  afterwards,  In  such  and  such  words  he.  wgt^rv 
touched  the  vicar"    William  Dyke  replies, "  I  never  the  old 
named  the  old  vicar  in  my  sermon ;  but  preaching  vlcar" 
from  Luke  L  15, 1  showed  that  drunkenness,  ale-house  haunt- 
ings,  dicing  and  carding  at  ale-houses,  were  odious  faults  in  a 
minister,  both  before  God  and  man.     Now  his  own  conscience 

»  •* Burghley  Papers,  1589;"  Lansdowne  Queen  of  May,  is  supposed  to  represent 

U8S.  01  ;  Plat,  lxxiv.,  E.  foL  75.  the  goddess  Flora  ;  Robin  Hood  appears 

*  The  two  principal  characters  in  the  as  her  lover.    (See  Chambers'  "  Book  of 

Morris  Dance  represented  Robin  Hood  Days,"  i.  632.) 
and  Maid  Marian.      Maid  Marian,  the 
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guilty  hereof  and  convincing  him,  he  gave  out  that  I  meant 
him.  And  this,  his  offensive  life,  was  such  a  sore  in  the  eye 
of  the  world,  that  they  could  not  but  say  he  felt  the  censure 
of  Goto  Word." 

The  sixth  charge  was  that,  preaching  at  Redbourne,  he  spoke 
of  some  ministers  as  "dumb  dogges;"  to  which  he  replies, 
"Preaching  at  Redbourne  to  a  people  without  a  minister,  I 
showed  the  necessity  of  a  learned  ministry,  and  stirred  them 
up  to  that  duty  which  Christ  describeth  '  to  pray  to  the  Lord 
of  the  harvest'  to  send  them  a  godly  and  painful  labourer.  If 
I  used  the  term  '  dumb  dogs/  it  is  warranted  by  the  prophet 
whose  phrase  it  is"  (Isa.  lvi.  10). 

The  seventh  charge  was  that,  preaching  at  Shenley  on  Easter 
Tuesday,  1589,  he  said  men  could  not  be  converted  by  reading. 
a  sermon  at  "  I  did  not  preach  on  that  day,"  he  replies ;  "  but  I 
Shenley.  h&ve  taught  the  doctrine  of  the  Scriptures,  that  the 
ordinary  means  appointed  by  God  in  His  Church  to  convert 
men  to  the  faith  is  the  preaching  of  the  Qospel.  But,  at  the 
same  time,  I  have  always  added  that  reading  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures is  very  necessary,  and  ought  to  be  reverently  done  in  the 
congregations." 

Next  follow  Mr.  Innocent  Read's  charges,  to  prove  that  "  if 
Dyke  and  his  likes  be  suffered,  they  will  pull  the  Queen  from 
her  seat": — 

(1)  Preaching  upon  the  words  in  Luke  xii.t "  Man,  who  made 
me  a  judge  or  a  divider  over  you  ?  "  he  said  it  was  not  lawful 
for  a  civil  magistrate  to  deal  in  ecclesiastical  causes.  "  This," 
replies  Dyke,  "  being  my  ordinary  text>  I  showed  that  Christ 
refused  to  meddle  with  this  civil  cause,  as  a  thing  not  belonging 
to  His  office  of  Divine  minister ;  from  whose  example  I  taught 
that  it  is  not  lawful  for  every  good  thing  to  be  done  by  every 
person,  and  that  those  offices  by  God  distinguished  ought  not 
by  us  to  be  confounded.  That  ministers  of  the  Gospel  should 
no  more  do  the  office  of  a  civil  judge,  than  a  civil  magistrate 
should  perform  ministerial  actions,  as  preaching  and  ministering 
sacraments,  which  doctrine  I  confirmed  by  these  texts  of  Scrip- 
ture :  Deut.  xvii  8 ;  2  Chron.  xix.  11 ;  John  viii.  11 ;  Acts  vi 
2-4;  2Tim.  ii.  4." 

(2  and  3)    Relate  to  a  sermon  upon  Luke  xxiii.   17-25. 
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William  Dyke  writes:  "  Upon  ver.  17, '  Of  necessity  he  must 
let  one  loose  unto  them  at  the  feast?  I  showed  that  they  put 
greater  necessity  in  the  observing  of  their  own  traditions  than 
in  God's  commandments.  In  the  loosing  of  Barabbas  a  mur- 
derer, and  crucifying  of  Christ  the  innocent,  I  showed  that 
Pilate  and  the  people  sinned  both  against  the  law  of  nations 
and  the  law  of  God,  they  in  saying,  he  in  granting  their 
demand.  I  taught  that  no  magistrate  had  authority  from  God 
either  to  justify  the  guilty,  or  to  condemn  the  righteous." 

(4  and  5)  The  said  Dyke  taught  that  there  ought  to  be  an 
equality  of  all  ministers  in  the  Church,  showing  a  dislike  of 
Bishops,  Archdeacons,  etc.  "Preaching,"  replies  Dyke,  "upon  the 
words  (Luke  xxii.  24-26), '  There  arose  a  strife  among  them  which 
of  them  should  be  greatest.  I  am  among  you  as  one  that  servetht,J 
I  showed  that  Christ  taught,  that  among  His  Apostles  and 
ministers  of  the  Gospel  there  ought  to  be  none  exercising  a 
commanding  power  over  the  rest ;  but  that  the  greatest  should 
be  as  the  least,  and  as  he  that  serveth.  Yet,  that  to  avoid  con- 
fusion, and  for  the  better  ordering  of  their  consultations,  some 
had  the  chief  place  during  that  action,  as  appeareth  in  Acts  xv." 

(6)  The  said  Dyke  has  often  prayed  in  his  sermons  for  refor- 
mation of  the  Church  of  England,  and  for  planting  of  discipline 
in  it.  "  My  prayer  unto  God,"  he'  replies, "  is  that  reformation 
might  be  wrought  in  the  Church  by  lawful  authority,  and  that 
God  would  stir  up  the  heart  of  her  majesty  to  this." 

(7)  That  he  taught  the  observing  of  fast-days  superstitious. 
u  I  taught,"  replies  Dyke,  "  that  to  think  fasting  meritorious 
and  deserving  heaven  is  superstitious." 

(8)  He  refuses  to  receive  the  Communion  kneeling,  and 
would  not  have  his  child  baptized  with  the  sign  of  the  cross. 
He  acknowledges  he  did  not  kneel,  "  because  the  custom  had 
beginning  from  adoration  of  the  real  presence."  "I  requested 
the  omitting  of  the  cross  in  the  baptism  of  my  child  because  some 
said  that  for  want  of  the  cross  in  baptism  a  child  had  died." 

(9)  The  said  Dyke  hath  been  inhibited  to  preach  divers 

times,  and  hath  flitted  from  place  to  place,  and  will  not  be 

brought  to  that  subscription  which  the  Bishops  require.     "I 

was  never,"  he  answers,  "inhibited  preaching  for  any  untruth 

or  evil  life :  I  was  seven  years  preacher  at  Coxall  (Coggeshall), 
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in  Essex,  from  whence  I  came  to  this  place ;  and  from  that 
church  both  pastor  and  people  already  have  given,  and  again 
will,  sufficient  testimony  for  the  right  carriage  of  myself  in 
life  and  doctrine." 

(10  and  11)  Since  this,  Dyke  hath  been  preacher  at  St. 
Michael's,  the  people  in  and  about  St.  Albans  have  heard  him ; 
some  on  holidays  have  opened  their  shop  windows;  some  would 
not  enter  the  church  till  Dyke  the  preacher  came ;  many  would 
not  kneel  at  the  receiving  of  the  Communion;  many  leave 
their  own  parish  church  and  repair  to  St.  Michael's;  many 
come  from  far  and  go  home  late ;  divers  would  not  have  their 
children  baptized  of  their  own  ministers  because  their  ministers 
were  not  preachers.  William  Dyke  answers,  "It  cannot  be 
proved  that  either  publicly  or  privately  the  people  have  been 
advised  by  me  to  any  misbehaviour.  Some  bad  men  and  evil 
disposed  did  assault  some  that  went  to  sermons,  and  homeward 
have  set  upon  them  and  beaten  them,  and  being  before  the 
Justices  for  these  riots  could  allege  no  matter  of  quarrel  against 
those  whom  they  abused.  And  so  it  did  appear  to  all,  that  in 
contempt  of  God's  Word  they  were  set  on  purposely  by  some, 
thus  to  abuse  those  who  went  to  hear  preaching,  and  who 
desired  to  live  in  quiet  and  peace  with  all  men.  The  Justices 
-can  testify  more  at  large  of  this." 

These  accusations  and  replies  give  to  us  an  interesting  insight 
into  the  state  of  things  in  St.  Albans,  and  St.  Michael's  in 
particular,  during  the  ministry  of  this  eminent  man.  The 
paper  of  accusations  (very  gross  in  some  parts)  was  put  into 
the  hands  of  the  relentless  Aylmer  in  September  1589,  but 
was  not  known  to  William  Dyke  till  eight  years  after,  nor  till 
then  had  he  any  opportunity  of  self-vindication.  But  the 
Bishop  at  once  acted  upon  it,  and  silenced  Mr.  Dyke ;  and  we 
have  next  a  most  interesting  document,  viz.,  a  Petition  from 
the  Parishioners  of  St.  Michael's  to  Lord  Burghley,  praying 
for  the  restoration  of  their  minister.  It  is  dated  November  7th, 
1589:— 

"  May  it  please  your  Lordship  to  understand  the  lamentable 
state  and  condition  of  your  poor  supplicants,  the  inhabitants 
of  the  parish  of  St.  Michael's,  in  St.  Albans.  We  being  a  people 
that  have  always  lived  almost  without  any  ordinary  preaching 
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until  within  these  four  or  five  years ;  by  means  whereof  we 
knew  not  aught  of  what  belonged  to  God,  to  our  Petition 
prince,  to  our  neighbours;  neither  to  our  families   gt.Mlchaei's 
to  bring  them  up  in  that  obedience  and  subjection   foUt- 
which  is  meet.     Neither  did  we  know  how  to  keep  them  from 
such  abuses  as  are  common  in  the  world ;  so  that  ignorance 
and  disorder  was  upon  us  and  upon  ours  for  want  of  teaching. 
Of  late  it  pleased  the  Lord  in  great  mercy  to  visit  us  with  the 
means  of  our  salvation,  the  ordinary  ministry  of  the  Word ; 
and  through  the  godly  endeavours  of  our  very  good  patroness, 
Lady  Bacon,  at  her  special  and  almost  only  charge,  we  enjoyed 
one  Mr.  Dyke,  a  preacher  authorized,  who,  according  to  his 
function,  hath  been  painful  [i.e.  painstaking]  and  profitable, 
and  both  in  life  and  doctrine  hath  carried  himself  peaceably 
and  dutifully  amongst  us ;  so  as  no  man  can  justly  find  fault 
with  him,  except  of  malice  some  who  are  ill-disposed  persons, 
and  cannot  abide  to  hear  their  faults  reproved  by  the  Word  of 
God,  do  set  themselves  against  him,  by  slanders  and  such  like 
practices,  labouring  in  all  places  to  their  uttermost  to  discredit 
him,  and  to  hinder  his  ministry ;  yet  none  of  them  all  in  the 
least  show  of  evil  are  able  to  touch  him.   Through  his  preaching, 
diligent  hearers  of  God's  Word  are  willing  to  do  every  service 
of  the  prince,  ready  to  distribute   to   the   poor,  having  our 
servants  in  better  order  and  government  than  in  times  past. 

"  Now  may  it  please  your  good  Lord  to  understand  that  this 
our  preacher  is  suspended  by  the  Bishop  of  London,  and  so  we 
are  now  as  sheep  without  a  shepherd,  exposed  to  manifold 
dangers,  even  to  return  to  our  former  ignorance  and  cursed 
vanities.   We  are  no  better  than  our  fathers,  who,  in  the  absence 
of  their  good  guides,  corrupted  themselves,  and  were  soon  turned 
from  the  ways  which  God  prescribed  them.     The  Lord  hath 
spoken  it,  and  it  must  needs  stand  inviolably  true,  '  Where 
there  is  no  vision  the  people  perish!    Now  we,  having  had 
some  experience  of  your  honourable  care  heretofore  in  the  like 
case  [Robert  Johnson],  which  with  all  thankfulness  we  acknow- 
ledge, and  through  your  means  we  have  enjoyed  this  benefit 
of  the  Word  preached,  we  are  in  this  our  present  distress 
emboldened  next  after  God  to  petition  you,  that  considering 
the  many  benefits  we  had  by  preaching, — and  this  great  loss 
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now  before  us, — by  want  whereof  we  are  spoiled  of  our  comfort, 
weakened  to  God-ward,  and  made  more  unfit  for  every  good 
service  and  necessary  work, — that  it  would  please  you  to  pity 
us  in  our  present  misery,  that  by  your  means  we  may  again 
enjoy  our  preacher.  Through  your  worthy  part  to  this  poor 
church  and  people  of  God,  we,  our  wives  and  our  children, 
shall  be  bound  always  to  pray  unto  the  Almighty  for  His 
favour  and  blessing  to  be  on  you  and  yours  for  ever,  both  here 
and  in  the  world  to  come."  Signed  by  thibty-foub  inhabitants 
of  St.  Michael's,  all  being  men.1 

Upon  receipt  of  this  petition,  Lord  Burghley  wrote  at  once 
to  the  Bishop  in  behalf  of  the  congregation  and  their  minister. 
Aylmer  replies  that  he  will  not  tolerate  Mr.  Dyke  because  "  he 
is  only  deacon,  and  hath  continued  many  years  refusing  and 
disallowing  the  pi^iesthood,  as  the  book  calleth  it."  And  then 
he  brings  in  the  calumnies  he  had  manufactured,  and  adds, "  He 
is  charged  with  ill-favoured  matters  of  incontinency,  schisms, 
disorders.,,  *    Hereupon  Lord  Burghley  set  on  foot  an  inquiry ; 


1  The  following  are  the  names : — 
Bichard  G-illmbey,  Bryan  Laisbie,  Robert 
Portwick,  John  Drasbie,  Bichard  Haines, 
Walter  Marsdon,  Thomas  Chadsler.  Ni- 
cholas Lanston,  Richard  Knolton,  John 
Wood,  Thomas  Fiddes.  John  Stroysell, 
Nicholas  Littlewood,  Thomas  Wethered, 
John  Thumley,  Lawrence  Franklyn, 
George  Hamlet,  Gilbert  Willes,  Thomas 
Webster,  John  Parker,  John  Long, 
Richard  Tanner,  jun.,  John  Baldwin, 
Richard  Burne,  Walter  Booth,  Balph 
Grobb,  John  Hetherton,  William  Fisher, 
William  Baylie,  Henry  Flynders,  Bichard 
Winsfcanley.  William  Wright,  William 
Megston,  William  Gorst.    Per  me,  Peter 

Michaeti*  predict. 

8  The  following  is  Bishop  Aylmer's 
letter  in  full  ("Burleigh  Papers,"  1589. 
Lansd.MBS.  61,  No.  4):— 

"  Bight  honorable  andmy  singular  good 
L. — The  speciall  causes  amonge  many 
other  which  moveth  me  to  stay  Mr.  Dicke, 
the  preacher  at  St.  Albans,  are  these, 
that  he  is  only  deacon,  yet  he  hath  con- 
tinued many  yeares  refnsinge  and  dis- 
allowinge  of  the  ministery  and  preast- 
hoode,  as  the  booke  calleth  it.  And 
because  the  people  there  if  they  list  may 
be  sufficiently  instructed  by  Mr.  Williams 
(Roger  Williams  was  appointed  vicar  of 
St.  Peter's  in  1592),  a  grave  preacher, 
and  better  learned  tban   he,   without 


newe  fangled  innovations,  wherewith  this 
man  doth  exceedingly  keepe  them  occu- 
pied. I  think  it  not  necessary  to  have 
him  there.  2.  He  hath  bin  and  is  charged 
with  ill-favoured  matters  of  incontinency, 
schismes,  disorders,  the  withstandinge  bf 
orders  riven  by  my  LL.  of  the  pryvy 
Councill,  whereof  he  hath  not  yet  purged 
himself,  and  therefore  not  to  be  retayned 
in  the  church.  8.  Your  good  Lordship 
promised  by  your  letter  which  I  have 
that  if  he  troubled  the  congregation  with 
innovations,  your  Lordship  would  joyne 
with  me  in  punishing  of  him.  4.  The 
multitude  of  the  suppliantes  for  him  are 
of  the  meanest  and  basest  sort,  dubbed 
with  the  titles  of  yeomandey.  Lastly, 
my  good  I*,  I  cannot  in  conscience 
tollerate  him,  least  he  be  full  minister, 
for  by  that  meanes  I  should  seeme  to 
jovne  with  him  in  misliking  and  dis- 
allowing of  the  sacred  ministery.  Thus, 
hoping  that  your  Lship.  in  consideration 
of  the  premisses  and  many  other  reasons 
which  I  omitt  will  be  conletrte  to  bear  with 
me,  though  I  beare  not  with  him,  I  take 
my  leave  of  the  same,  prayeing  God  to 
blesse  you  with  health  and  as  a  restorer  of 
the  peace  of  the  church,  as  He  hitherto 
hath  done.  From  my  house  at  London, 
this  ixth  of  November,  1589. 
"  Your  Lship  most  assuredly  in  X°. 

"John  Lond." 
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Mr.  Dyke  appeared  at  the  Sessions  at  St.  Albans,  when  his  chief 
accuser  (a  woman  who  had  been  brought  by  Mr.  Innocent  Read 
to  give  evidence  against  him)  confessed  the  wicked  contrivance, 
and  asked  him  forgiveness  in  open  court.  Mr.  Dyke  being  thus 
publicly  cleared  and  honourably  acquitted,  Lord  Burghley  wrote 
a  second  letter  to  Bishop  Aylmer,  as  follows : — 

u  I  have  received  your  lordship's  letter  of  November  9th,  in 
answer  to  mine  in  the  behalf  of  Mr.  Dyke,  preacher  at  St. 
Michael's  in  St.  Albans.  I  have  forborne  to  answer  ^d 
till  I  had  more  duly  informed  myself  of  the  truth  Burghiey's 
of  the  causes  you  allege.  Having  now,  upon  due  behalf  of 
inquisition  and  knowledge  from  the  best  of  that  W-D7ke- 
Shire,  understood  that  the  foul  matter  wherewith  he  was 
charged  was  maliciously  informed  against  him  by  a  lewd 
woman,  who  seemed  to  have  had  the  report  from  one  Foster,  a 
gentleman  in  Essex.  But  he  in  his  letters  written  to  the 
justices,  and  openly  read  in  the  Sessions  House,  utterly  denied  to 
have  ever  used  any  such  speeches.  Whereupon  the  woman  con- 
fessing her  lewdness  in  slandering  him,  and  asking  him  openly 
forgiveness,  he  sufficiently  was  cleared  thereof.  And  truly,  my 
Lord,  in  that  manner  may  the  best  clergyman  in  the  land  be 
slandered.  As  for  his  not  administering  the  sacraments,  he  being 
but  only  Deacon  might  not  lawfully  do  so ;  but  he  might,  as 
before  your  lordship's  restraint  he  did,  preach  to  the  instruction 
of  the  people.  For  other  matters  I  think  your  Lordship  has 
been  over-hardly  informed  against  him,  and  therefore  in  earnest 
manner  I  continue  my  request  in  Mr.  Dyke's  behalf,  and  pray 
you  to  restore  him  to  his  former  place  of  preaching  at  St. 
Michael's,  where  now  the  people  live  untaught,  and  have  for  a 
curate  a  very  insufficient,  aged,  doting  man.  The  harvest  is 
great  and  the  labourers  are  few,  and  I  therefore  the  more 
earnestly  press  your  Lordship  for  this  man's  restitution." l 

What   a  picture   does  this  whole  story  present  to  us  of 
the  state  of  ecclesiastical  matters  in  the  reign  of  the  "good 
Queen  Bess,"  as  she  is  styled.    Here  we  have  the  gtate  of 
large  parish  of  St.  Michael's  provided  with  a  vicar  a  country 
whom  Lord  Burghley  himself  describes  as  "  an  insuf-  pana  ' 
ficient,  aged,  doting  man."    He  has  been  here  since  the  year 

»  Strype'e  "  Aylmer,"  203. 
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1557,  and  probably  then  conformed  as  a  Romanist,  for  it  was 
in  Queen  Mary's  time.  But  on  Elizabeth's  accession  he  con- 
formed again  to  Prayer-book  and  "apparell."  He  is  described 
in  a  list  of  the  clergy  in  15841  as  "no  graduate,  no  preacher." 
The  parishioners  themselves  say,  "  We  have  always  lived  with- 
out ordinary  preaching ;  we  knew  not  aught  of  what  belongs  to 
God  or  to  our  neighbour,  ignorance  and  disorder  were  upon  us." 
The  old  vicar  takes  a  sermon  against  drinking  and  dicing  and 
carding  in  ale-houses  as  directed  against  himself,  thus  un-* 
wittingly  confessing  what  his  practice  was.  To  dispel  the 
darkness  of  this  benighted  parish  we  have  the  Puritan  patrons, 
Sir  Nicholas  and  Lady  Bacon,  doing  what  they  can  to  bring  in 
Gospel  light  and  teaching.  First  there  comes  as  their  chaplain 
Robert  Johnson,  who  preaches  not  only  at  Gorhambury  but  at 
St.  Michael's;  he  is  a  graduate  and  a  preacher,  but  he  is  a 
Puritan,  he  will  not  subscribe  to  the  Prayer-book  nor  wear 
"  the  apparell,"  and  the  Bishops  silence  and  imprison  him,  and 
in  prison  he  dies.  Then  there  is  brought,  through  the  advice 
of  Lord  Burghley  and  the  influence  of  Lady  Bacon,  another 
Puritan,  William  Dyke  by  name.  "  It  hath  pleased  the  Lord 
in  great  mercy  to  visit  us  with  the  means  of  our  salvation,  the 
ordinary  ministry  of  the  Word,  and  through  the  godly 
endeavours  of  Lady  Bacon,  at  her  special  and  almost  only 
charge,  we  enjoyed  Mr.  Dyke,  a  preacher  authorized,  who  hath 
been  painful  and  profitable  both  in  life  and  doctrine."  The 
church  every  Sunday  is  filled,  the  improvement  in  the  parish  is 
marked.  And  what  is  the  conduct  of  the  prelates  ?  The  doting 
old  man,  no  graduate,  no  preacher,  insufficient,  who  frequents 
alehouses  and  plays  dice  and  cards  there,  is  left  undisturbed, 
because  he  conforms  and  wears  the  apparel,  but  the  preacher 
of  Christ's  Gospel  must  not  be  left  alone.  He  does  not  kneel 
at  the  Communion,  nor  is  his  child  crossed  in  baptism.  So 
he  must  be  silenced.  Bishop  Aylmer,  not  having  anything 
against  him,  stoops  to  take  up  any  flying  slander  or  whispered 
venom,  and  without  examining  its  truth  or  falsehood,  uses  it 
as  a  weapon  against  him,  and  on  the  ground  of  it  suspends 
him  from  his  ministry.  Nay,  more;  when  the  slander  is 
exposed,  and  the  calumny  utterly  refuted,  he  refuses  to  do  the 

■  MS.  in  St.  Alban'i  Abbey. 
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common  justice  of  re-instating  the  man  whom  he  had  so 
unjustly  punished,  and  persists  in  his  refusal  in  the  face  of  an 
earnest  appeal  from  the  Lord  Treasurer  of  England  himself! 
What  took  place  at  St.  Michael's,  was  taking  place — as  history 
shows — all  over  the  diocese  of  London,  nay,  throughout  the 
province  of  Canterbury. 

We  next  hear  of  William  Dyke  at  Hemel  Hemsted,1  whither 
he  went  and  where  he  found  a  refuge  out  of  the  Bishop  of 
London's  diocese,  in  the  year  1591,  as  the  following  letter  from 
Anthony  Bacon  shows : — 

"  Whereas,  one  Master  Richard  Gawton,  minister  of  Hem- 
steed,  is  purposed  to  give  up  the  said  place,  and  desires  to 
resign  the  same  to  the  bearer  hereof,  Mr.  William 
Dike,  a  man  as  I  understand  well  qualified  both  for  removes  to  * 
learning  and  good  life,  and  much  commended  for  his  Hasted 
painful  labours  in  the  ministry ;  who  hath  also  at 
the  request  of  the  said  Mr.  Gawton  and  the  people  of  that 
parish,  dwelt  among  them  and  preached  unto  them  these  three 
years,  whereby  his  sufficiency  and  fitness  for  that  place  every 
way  is  thoroughly  known  unto  them.     These  are  heartily  to 
pray  your  good  lordship  in  this  behalf,  that  you  would  give  him 
your  nomination  to  that  place.     Your  lordship's  very  loving 
Mend,  A.  Bacon.  To  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  Oct.  9th,  1594." 

1  We  find  the  following  entries  in  the 
Hemel  Hemsted  Baptismal  Register: — 
Nathaniel,  the  son  of  Mr.  William 

Dyke,  March  22,  1594—5. 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Mr.  William 

Dyke,  April  4, 1596. 
Solomon,  the  son  of  Mr.  William 

Dyke,  Oct.  24,  1599. 
Joseph,  son  of  Mr.  Dyke,  June  8, 1601. 


Besides  these,  and  before  them,  he  had 
two  sons,  who  afterwards  made  their 
mark  in  the  Church,  namely,  Jeremiah 
and  Daniel.  Most  writers  have  con- 
founded the  son,  Daniel  Dyke,  with  the 
father,  William,  and  have  spoken  of 
Daniel  Dyke  of  St.  Albans.  The  rela- 
tionship stood  thus  : — 


William  Dyke,  of  Coggeshall,  Essex,  of  St.  Michael's,  and  then  of 
Hemel  Hemsted  =j= 


Dajkikl,  B.D.,  wrote  Jeremiah,    Nathaniel. 

on  the  "Mystery  of  born  Oct. 

Self-Deceiving,"and  13,  1584,  at 

other  works,    pub-  Coggeshall, 

lished  after  hisdeath  became 

bv  his   brother   in  minister  of 

1634.  Epping=p 


Elizabeth.    Solomon.    Joseph. 


Jeremiah  Dyke,  of  Parndon,  Essex. 
We  also  find  William  Dyke  named  to- 
gether with  another  Puritan  minister, 
Oliver  Piggy   a*   the   two  deputies  ap- 
pointed by  Thomas  Cartwright  and  the 


Daniel  Dyke,  minister  of  Hadham,  Herts. 

Cambridge  ministers  at  their  Synod  in 
1 587,  for  the  county  of  Hertford.  (Strype, 
Annals,  iii.  2,  p.  479.) 
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The  Richard  Gawton  here  named  was  another  Puritan 
minister,  whose  trial  and  imprisonment  are  recorded  in  the 
work  before  quoted, "  A  Part  of  a  Register."  He  was  at  Hemel 
Hemsted  from  1580 — 1594,  and  we  find  him  at  Redbourne 
from  1602 — 1616,  when  he  died.  William  Dyke  came  to  assist 
him  at  Hemel  Hemsted  in  1591,  and  after  three  years  was 
given  this  living,  and  remained  here  till  1604. 

In  the  last  chapter  mention  was  made  of  a  very  respect- 
able citizen  of  St.  Albans,  John  Clark,  who  was  mayor  in 
John  Clark  ^e  year  1592,  and  who  was  arraigned  before  the 
a  friend  of      Ecclesiastical  Court  for  the  crime  of  entertaining 

Dyke's.  .  • 

ministers,  and  having  service  in  his  house.  Among 
the  charges  against  him  are  also  the  following : — 

"8.  That  you  the  said  John  Clark,  in  the  years  aforesaid 
(1590-4),  or  one  of  them,  have  oftentimes  left  your  own  parish 
church  and  gone  out  of  your  parish  to  hear  one  William  Dyke, 
a  disturber  of  the  whole  country,  preach,  and  have  been  instant 
with  your  own  minister  [Roger  Williams]  to  permit  the  said 
Dyke  to  preach  in  your  parish  church,  being  a  man  specially 
inhibited  by  the  Bishop  of  the  diocese.  And  namely,  last  year, 
being  then  Mayor  of  the  Borough  of  St.  Albans  aforesaid,  you 
willed  your  said  minister  to  permit  the  said  Dyke  to  preach, 
notwithstanding  the  commandment  of  the  Bishop  (Aylmer), 
and  the  order  of  the  official  (Rolfe)  to  the  contrary,  in  manifest 
contempt  of  the  authorities  of  the  said  Bishop  and  official 

"  9.  That  whereas  one  Thomas  Newton,  for  divers  contempts 
of  ecclesiastical  authority,  was  oftentimes  excommunicated,  and 

And  of       a*  k8^  ^  virtue  of  a  warrant  from  her  Majesty's 

Thomas  ecclesiastical  commissioners,  apprehended  and  com- 
mitted to  prison,  you  the  said  John  Clark  dealt 
with  his  keeper  for  his  liberty,  and  set  him  on  work  in  moving 
of  your  friends,  and  afterwards  gave  your  consent  or  advice  to 
the  false  charging  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Archdeaconry  and 
his  official  of  divers  wrongs  imposed  upon  the  said  Newton 
and  others."1 

i  Bacon  Letters,  vol.  viL,  Lambeth  described ;  that  is  to  say,  you  received  it 
MS.,  650.      The  last  of  the  charges  is,       standing,  and  having  on  your  hands  a 


"  Item  (15)  tibi  objicimut  that  you  the  pair  of  black  gloves ;  and  that  you  did 

said  John  Clark,  about  the  feast  of  Easter  always  receive  the  same  either  sitting  or 

1591,  2,  3,  received  the  Holy  Communion  standing,  and  not  kneeling,  as  by  law 

most  irreverently  and  contrary  to  the  you  are  required  to  do ;  et  arbitramur  tU 

form  in  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer  sujira.    D.  Lewin,  D.  Swale." 
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This  Thomas  Newton  was  rector  of  Ilford  parva,  Essex, 
where  he  died  1607.  He  translated  Luther's  Commentary  on 
I.  and  II.  Peter,  and  speaks  of  "  the  benefit  God  hath  shown 
the  world,  wholly  whelmed  in  the  suddes  of  superstition,  and 
desperately  drowned  in  the  dregs  of  idolatry,  by  the  ministry 
of  this  one  man  (Luther),  opposing  himself  in  defence  of  the 
glorious  Gospel  of  God  against  all  the  pedlary  of  Pope  and 
popelings."  That  Clark  should  befriend  such  men  as  William 
Dyke  and  Thomas  Newton  and  John  Penry  speaks  volumes 
for  his  Christian  and  Protestant  character.  His  name 
must  not  be  forgotten  among,  the  St  Albans  worthies  of 
this  time. 

The  old  vicar  at  St.  Michael's  died  in  1591,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Erasmus  Cooke,  whose  name  suggests  a  kinship  to 
Lady  Anne  Bacon.     She  refers  to  him  in  one  of  her  Bra8mU8 
letters  thus, "  Mr.  Kempe  belongeth  to  the  Bishop  Cooke  at 
[Aylmer],  and  did  hurt  in   Mr.  Dyke's  and  Mr. 
Cooke's  time,  and  was  then  as  the  official  now  in  power."     We 
find  the  following  letter  about  him  from  Anthony  Bacon1 : — 

"  As  I  have  been  before  beholden  to  you  in  the  behalf  of 
Mr.  Cooke,  the  minister  of  our  parish,  so  now  again  in  respect 
of  his  calling,  as  also  for  my  mother's  satisfaction,  who  hath 
moved  me  herein,  I  request  you  most  earnestly  to  accept  this 
his  certificate  which  I  send.  He  hath  protested  unto  me  that 
if  there  has  been  on  his  part  any  omission,  it  was  through  his 
tpigtft.lHng  his  duty  at  the  first,  which  he  will  be  ready  to 
repair.  Let  me  entreat  you  to  excuse  what  is  past,  and  to 
exempt  him  from  further  trouble*  A.  Bacon,  Gorhambury, 
6  Dec,  1593.    To  Mr.  Stanhope." 

The  following  certificate  is  enclosed : — 

u  These  are  to  certify  that  Mr.  Cooke,  our  vicar,  did  upon 
the  .  .  .  day  of  October,  being  Wednesday,  in  the  time  of 
morning  service  in  our  parish  church,  read  the  book  of  prayer 
appointed  to  be  used  at  public  fastings,  and  at  the  same  time 
did  preach  a  sermon  in  which  he  exhorted  them  that  were 
present  unto  moderation  of  diet  for  that  day,  and  charitable 
alms  for  the  poor.  In  witness  whereof  we  the  churchwardens 
and  sidesmen  of  the  parish  of  St.  Michael  have  set  our  hands 

1  '<  Lambeth  MSS.,"  649,  the  "  Bacon  Letters." 
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this  3rd  October,  1593.  (Signed)  Erasmus  Cook,  William 
Prosson,  Richard  Lashley.  To  Dr.  Stanhope,  Chancellor  to 
the  Lord  Bp.  of  London." 

This  shows  that  Erasmus  Cooke  had  incurred  the  Bishop's 
displeasure  in  failing  in  strict  form  to  give  his  assent  to  the 
Prayer-book.  In  the  "  Acta"  of  the  Archdeaconry  we  find,  in 
the  year  1606,  the  entry,  "  St.  Michael's.  Erasmus  Cooke,  B.A., 
has  provided  his  habit  according  to  the  canon."  There  are 
indications,  too,  of  his  being  charged  with  incontinency,  and 
the  testimony  of  his  wife  was  given  in  his  behalf.  It  seems 
indeed  as  if  the  weapons  devised  against  William  Dyke  were 
resorted  to  in  his  case,  and  that  he  was  silenced  for  his  Puri- 
tanism, because  the  last  entiy  simply  declares  him  "  contu- 
macious" for  not  attending  the  Archdeacon's  court;  and  we 
find  his  successor,  Zephaniah  Besouth,  M.A.,  inducted  on 
December  8tb,  1607.  During  Erasmus  Cooke's  ministry,  we 
find  the  name  of  Humfrey  Wylblud  side  by  side  with  his, 
as  concionator  or  preacher  at  St.  Michael's.  This  Humfrey 
Wylblud  had  been  minister  of  Redbourne  from  1589  to  1592, 
Other  when  he  was  deprived  for  his  Nonconformity,  and 
PuritaiiB  he  afterwards  became  chaplain  at  Gorhambury.  "  I 
here.  thank  God,"  writes  Lady  Bacon,  "for  the  comfortable 

company  of  Mr.  Wyborne  and  Mr.  Wylblud.  They  may 
greatly  fear  God's  displeasure  who  hinder  God's  work  in  His 
vineyard  by  putting  such  to  silence  in  these  cold  sinning  days." 
And  again,  "  I  thank  your  brother  for  Mr.  Wylblud ;  much 
good  may  he  do  for  such,  I  pray  God,  29th  January,  1591." 
And  Anthony,  her  son,  in  1593,  writes,  "  I  hope  Mr.  Wyborn 
and  Mr.  Wilblud  will  truly  and  indifferently  advertise  your 
ladyship." 

There  are  extant  three  letters,  written  all  in  one  week  from 
Gorhambury  by  a  miser  and  money-lender,  Edward  Spencer, 
who,  having  advanced  money  to  Anthony  Bacon,  endeavours 
to  ridicule  his  mother,  representing  her  as  falling  out  with  all 
in  the  house  "  but  with  priests  who  will  undo  her."  This  man 
writes :  "  There  is  one  Page  who  had  six  pound  from  her. 
Humfrey  Mr.  Wilcockes  [of  Bovingdon]  had  a  paper  with  a 
Wyibiui     great  deal  of  goW  in  it .  wiiibbd  had  two  quarterns 

of  wheat;  Dike  had  something  the  other  day,  what  I  know 
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not.  16th  August,  1594."  These  sneers  axe  easily  understood, 
and  their  worthlessness  is  manifest  side  by  side  with  the  abun- 
dant evidence  as  to  the  Lady  Bacon  and  the  eminent  men 
whom  he  maligns.  But  the  letter  affords  the  clearest  proof 
of  the  fact  that  Lady  Bacon's  house  at  Qorhambury  was  the 
rendezvous  of  the  silenced  Puritan  ministers  of  her  day. 

Percival  Wyborne  seems  to  have  been  a  considerable  time 
in  St.  Michael's  and  at  Gorhambury.  It  was  probably  here 
that  he  wrote  the  introduction  to  the  body  of  Percival 
pamphlets  entitled  "Part  of  a  Register"  published  wrbora- 
probably  under  the  patronage,  and  at  the  expense,  of  Lady 
Anne  Bacon.  He  had  been  ordained  by  Bishop  Grindall  on 
January  25th,  1559,  when  he  is  described  as  Percival  Wyborn, 
MA.,  of  St.  John's  College,  Cambridge,  aged  26,1  so  that  1533 
was  probably  the  year  of  his  birth.  He  was  one  of  iifty- 
eight  who  signed  certain  articles  in  1562,  praying  that  "in  all 
parish  churches  the  minister  in  common  prayer  turn  his  face 
towards  the  people,  and  that  in  ministering  the  sacrament  of 
baptism  the  ceremony  of  making  the  cross  in  the  child's  fore- 
head be  omitted,  as  tending  to  superstition.  He  was  proctor 
of  Rochester  Cathedral  in  1562,  and  soon  after  vicar  of  St. 
Sepulchre's,  London.  In  1564  he  was  deposed  and  deprived, 
and  he  took  himself  to  husbandry  for  a  time.  He  remained 
under  censure  till  1567,  when,  as  "a  peaceable  Noncon- 
formist," he  obtained  a  licence  to  preach.  In  1571  he  was 
again  convened  before  the  Archbishop,  and  made  certain  mode- 
rate proposals,  but  still  objecting  to  "  the  apparell."  He  was 
restored  to  his  ministry,  and  was  preacher  at  Rochester  again 
in  1580;  but  again  he  was  suspended  at  least  five  years,  and 
during  this  suspension  he  was  at  St.  Michael's.  Towards  the 
end  of  his  life  he  preached  at  Battersea,  and  died  about  the  year 
1606,  aged  seventy-three  years.  He  seldom  or  never  wore  the 
hood  ot  surplice  for  the  space  of  forty  years.2 

1  Strype's    Grindall,   pp.  54, 145,  146 ;  2  Brook's    Lives,  ii.    170  ;    Newcourt 

ifliialA,!,*.  504-  Rep.,  i.  534. 
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COMMONWEALTH     MINISTERS     OF     THE    ABBEY    CHURCH, — JOHN 
GEREE,  JOB  TOOKEY,   RICHARD  ROBERTS. 

i;  Wliere  the  SpiHt  of  the  Lord  <>,  tliere  n  liberty'1 — 2  Cob.  iii.  17. 

THE  Church 
History  of 
England  dur- 
ing the  seven- 
teenth century 
is  like  a  day 
of  storm  and 
darkness  with 
an  interval  of 
sunshine  and 
calm  at  noon. 
The  storm  and 
darkness  were 

caused  by  the  Stuart  kings,  who  made  the  very  name  Stuart 
England  under^6  synonym  for  royal  lawlessness  and  licentious- 
the  Stuarts.  nesg  The  interval  of  calm  and  sunshine  in  the 
middle  of  the  century  was  the  period  called  the  Commonwealth, 
under  which  designation  we  include  the  seventeen  years  from 
1643  to  1660,  a  period  which  reached  its  splendour  during  the 
Protectorate  of  Oliver  Cromwell.  This  is  the  period  we  have  to 
do  with  in  the  present  chapter.  James  I.  declared  that  he 
would  "  harry  the  Puritans  out  of  the  land,"  and  he  squandered 
his  time  wallowing  in  the  basest  vice  at  Theobalds,  in  our  county. 
At  the  Hampton  Court  Conference,  1603-4,  the  only  request 
the  Puritans  obtained  was  the  new  translation  of  the  Scriptures. 


ST.  ALBANS  ABBEY,  NAVE  AND  WEST  FRONT,  AS  OF  OLD. 
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Bancroft  being  raised  to  the  primacy  on  the  death  of  Whitgift, 
engrafted  the  three  "  Whitgift  Articles  "  on  the  code  of  canons 
now  formally  enacted,  and  by  the  absolute  subscription  required, 
many  Puritan  clergy  (in  Hertfordshire  seventeen)  were  driven 
to  relinquish  their  cures.  James  condemned  to  Archbishop 
the  scaffold,  after  torturing,  the  white-haired  old  Laud- 
Puritan,  Peacham,  once  a  Hertfordshire  minister,  who  died 
before  the  sentence  was  executed.  What  Bancroft  was  for 
James  I.,  Laud  became  for  Charles  I.  While  the  king  violated 
the  constitution,  refusing  to  call  a  Parliament  for  eleven  years, 
and  levying  taxes  by  force  of  arms,  Laud,  first  as  Archdeacon 
of  Huntingdon,  which  includes  a  large  part  of  Hertfordshire, 
and  then  as  Bishop  of  London  and  Archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
endeavoured  to  Romanise  the  English  Church,  enforced  the 
"  Book  of  Sports,"  suppressed  the  Lecturings,  and  drove  the 
Puritan  clergy  either  to  Holland  or  America.  Charles  Chauncey, 
vicar  of  Ware,  for  example,  was  convicted  for  opposing  the 
setting  up  of  a  rail  round  the  communion  table,  silenced  till 
he  recanted,  and  could  enjoy  no  peace  till  he  went  to  New 
England.  Lawless  despotism  and  Romish  high-churchism  were 
linked  together  in  opposition  to  constitutional  government 
and  Protestantism.  Among  the  Puritans  who  wrote  against 
the  "Book  of  Sports"  were  Prynne,  Bastwick,  and  Burton. 
They  attacked  "  the  tables  turned  into  altars,  the  crucifixes  set 
up,  the  bowing  toward  the  east."  "  From  plague,  pestilence, 
and  famine,"  they  prayed,  "  from  bishops,  priests,  and  deacons, 
good  Lord,  deliver  us."  The  prelates,  they  said, "  were  enemies 
of  God  and  the  king."  "  The  ecclesiastical  courts  were  abom- 
inable," and  indeed  if  we  take  the  "  Acta  "  of  the  Archdeaconry 
of  St  Albans  as  an  instance,  they  were  full  of  all  uncleanness. 
The  writers  of  these  attacks  paid  heavily  for  their  plain 
speaking.  They  were  condemned  to  lose  their  ears,  to  be  fined 
£5,000  a-piece,  and  to  be  imprisoned  for  the  remainder  of  thefr 
lives.  Finch,  the  judge,  savagely  added  a  wish  that  Prynne 
should  be  branded  on  the  cheeks  with  the  letters  S.  L. — Seditious 
Libeller — a  suggestion  unanimously  adopted.  The  people  in 
sympathy  strewed  their  way  from  court  with  flowers.  For 
two  hours  the  three  stood  pilloried,  conversing  freely  with  the 
crowd,  who  cheered  them.    After  two  hours  the  sharper  suf- 
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fering  began.  "The  hangman  began  to  cut  off  the  ears  of 
Mr.  Burton.  He  hewed  off  Prynne's  ears" — i.e.,  the  stumps  of 
them,  for  they  had  been  partly  cut  off  before,  for  his  book 
against  theatres — "  very  cruelly,  and  put  him  to  much  pain, 
and  then  burnt  him  in  both  cheeks,  and  because  he  burnt  one 
cheek  with  a  letter  the  wrong  way,  he  burnt  that  again." 
Prynne  on  his  way  back  to  prison  composed  a  Latin  verse,  in 
which  he  interpreted  the  S.  L.,  which  he  now  bore  indelibly 
on  his  cheeks,  as  Stigmata  Laudis,  the  Scars  of  Laud.  The 
sympathy  of  the  people  was  shown  as  they  travelled  to  their 
appointed  dungeons.  Prynne  was  sent  to  Carnarvon,  and  as 
he  passed  along  the  northern  road,  he  was  greeted  with  the 
loudest  declarations  of  approval.  At  Barnet  friendly  hands 
William  prepared  for  him  a  dinner.  At  St.  Albans  six  or 
Prynne  at  eight  of  the  townsmen  resorted  to  him,  and  joined 
him  at  supper  with  hospitable  greeting.1  To  the 
honour  of  St.  Albans  let  it  be  remembered  that  on  July  27th, 
1637,  there  were  six  or  eight  townsmen  who  dared  to  face  the 
danger  such  manifestations  of  sympathy  involved,  who  not  only 
cheered  Prynne,  as  the  people  everywhere  did,  but  entertained 
him,  condemned  and  branded  as  he  was,  at  his  evening  meal. 

And  we  find  other  indications  of  the  Puritanism  of  St.  Albans 
at  the  time.  A  letter  from  James  Rolfe  of  St.  Albans,  the  arch- 
deacon's registrar,  complains,  that  "  there  had  been  no  fines  paid 
for  commutation  or  mitigation  of  penance  since  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  present  bishop."2  And  W.  Humfrey,  collector  of 
the  loan  for  St.  Albans,  writes,  that  "  he  had  applied  thrice  to 
every  person  addressed,  but  not  finding  a  penny  to  come  from 
any  of  them,  he  returned  their  names,  amounts  demanded,  and 
answers."  In  1G37  the  mayor  and  burgesses  petition  against 
the  demand  for  £170  ship-money.  They  plead  that  "  the  town 
consists  chiefly  of  inns  and  victual-houses,  who  drive  a  trade 
upon  the  travelling  of  passengers,  but  have  had  no  trade  for 
this  year  past,  by  reason  of  London  having  been  so  grievously 
visited  with  the  plague." 

Our  county  of  Hertford  has  the  honour  of  being  one  of  the 
five  Associated  Counties  which  backed  up  from  the  first  the 

>   Calendar    of  State    Papers,  1G37  ;  2  S.  P.  0.  Domestic,  May  5th,  1623. 

Gardiner's  Fall  of  the  Monarchy,  i.  12. 
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Long  Parliament  in  the  interests  of  the  Commonwealth.  It 
sent  a  petition  to  Fairfax,  General  of  the  Parliament  petitionafrom 
army,  saying  that  "  your  Petitioners,  have  received  Hertfordshire, 
with  great  satisfaction  and  comfort  the  solemn 
engagement  of  the  army  at  New  Market."  And  the  knights, 
gentlemen,  and  freeholders  in  another  petition  declare,  "We 
have  with  much  patience  waited  for,  and  with  great  confidence 
expected  the  happy  progress  of  this  Parliament,  and  therein 
the  removal  of  all  those  grievances  under  which  we  have  a 
long  time  groaned,  and  the  perfect  reformation  of  Church  and 
Commonwealth."  They  declare  that  "  this  church  and  kingdom 
is  by  the  Prelates,  those  multitudes  of  corrupt  and  scandalous 
ministers  (their  creatures)  and  the  Popish  party  concurring 
with  them,  brought  into  a  sad  and  almost  desperate  condition." 
In  Hertfordshire,  at  Watford,  the  Cavaliers,  having  plundered 
and  pillaged  many  good  men's  houses  in  several  parts,  made 
the  like  attempt,  but  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  town  and 
county  rose,  mustered  their  forces,  and  the  Cavaliers  betook 
themselves  to  their  heels.  The  gentry  and  commonalty  of 
Hertfordshire  in  their  Remonstrance,  December  7th,  1642, 
showing  why  they  take  up  arms,  say,  "  It  is  notoriously  known 
to  all  how  great  the  violence,  oppressions,  plunderings,  and 
insolences  that  the  kings  army  daily  exercise  upon  the  people, 
whereby  not  only  our  religion  is  in  imminent  danger  of  being 
altered  to  popery,  and  all  our  just  privileges  overthrown,  but 
our  wives  ravished,  our  children  murdered,  our  estates  ruined. 
We  therefore  have  associated  ourselves  and  taken  up  arms 
with  full  resolution  to  prosecute  the  enemies  of  our  religion  and 
country,  and  do  hereby  solemnly  protest  and  covenant  before  God, 
and  with  one  another,  that  we  willingly  and  resolutely  sacrifice 
our  lives  in  this  religious  and  just  quarrel,  and  that  we  will  never 
lay  down  these  arms  till  this  which  is  called  the  king's  army 
be  dissolved."  Such  was  the  steady  resolve  of  the  Hertford- 
shire men  who  became  Cromwell's  Ironsides,  and  the  resolve 
was  steadily  accomplished.  The  Puritan  ministers  Petition  of 
of  the  county  also  sent  a  Petition  in  1646,  saying,  Herts  minis- 
"  We  have  already  received  many  happy  fruits  of  ' 
your  (the  Long  Parliament's)  unwearied  endeavours  for  the 
reformation  of  the  Church,"  and  praying  for  the  observance  of 
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the  Directory  and  Church  government  according  to  the  Cove- 
nant. This  petition  was  signed  by  sixty-three  beneficed 
ministers  in  the  county.1 

St.  Albans  Abbey  (as  we  have  already  seen)  was  bought  by 
the  citizens  at  the  time  of  the  Reformation,  in  the  reign  of 


»  To  the  Right  Hon.  the  Home  of  Peers. 

The  humble  Petition  of  many  ministers 

in  the  County  of  Hertford 
Sheweth,  That  we  do  with  all  thankful- 
ness acknowledge  your  unwearied  pains 
in  easing  us  or  many  pressures  under 
which  we  formerly  groaned;  yet  we 
cannot  but  be  very  sensible  (with  the 
Hon.  City  of  London)  of  the  evils  that 
are  growing  upon  this  nation,  by  reason 
of  an  Incendium  endeavoured  by  an  ill- 
affected  party  to  that  brotherly  amity 
between  the  Two  Kingdoms,  which  by 
our  Solemn  League  and  Covenant  we 
are  engaged  to  preserve  j  the  pernicious 
growth  and  spreading  of  pernicious 
errors,  heresies,  and  schisms ;  the  daring 
impudency  of  Mechanics  preaching  con- 
trary to  your  orders  j  the  rending  of  our 
congregations  by  private  meetings  in 
time  of  public  worship,  the  slighting  the 
ordinances  of  the  hon.  houses  for  ob- 
servation of  the  Lord's  Day,  Fast  days, 
and  of  the  Directory  ;  the  scandalizing 
of  humble  addresses  for  settling  Church 
Government ;  and  as  a  marvellous  aggra- 
vation of  all  our  miseries,  the  most  de- 
fiorable  condition  of  our  Brethren  in 
reland. 

May  it  therefore  please  this  Hon. 
House,  after  many  petitions  and  com- 
plaints made  by  us,  to  accept  this  our 
tumble  supplication,  to  comfort  our 
drooping  spirits,  by  preventing  national 
breaches,  establishing  government  ac- 
cording to  our  covenant,  providing  for 
a  more  effectual  execution  of  the  afore- 
said ordinances,  restraining  all  dissenting 
papers  tending  to  sedition,  and  speeding 
necessary  relief  to  bleeding  Ireland. 
And  your  petitioners  shall  ever  pray. 

John  Burnapp,  Aston. 

Robert  Lovelace,  Wormley. 

Isaac  Craven,  Ware. 

Roger  Elborow,  Widford. 

Robert  Chester,  Stevenage. 

Philip  Eliot,  Hunsdon. 

Richard  Skingle,  Hadham  Parva. 

Symon  Peck,  Datchworth. 

Jeremiah  Levett, 

Henry  YateB,  Thundridge. 

Samuel  Whincop,  Cheshunt. 

John  Bateman,  Little  Munden. 

Nevill  Heath, 


William  Moore,  Royston. 

Nathaniel  Morris,  Stocking  Pelham. 

Esdras  Marshall,  Rushden. 

Esdras  Bland,  Buckland. 

William  Straverne,  Stapleford. 

Andrew  Willett,  Barley. 

Y.  Dixe,  Tewing. 

Jas.  Standfield, 

Alex.  Strange,  Layston. 

Thomas  Owen,  Brantfield. 

John  Crow,  Ash  well. 

Isaac  Bedford,  Willian. 

Luke  Sanders,  Radwell. 

John  Wright,  Kensworth. 

James  Pontie,  Aldbury. 

Edmund  Brockett,  Graveley. 

John  Brockett,  Hertingfordbury. 

John  Walker,  Pirton. 

William  Harrison,  Berkhampstead. 

Joseph  Saraby, 

Edward  Honsden,  Hormead  Parva. 

Thomas  Marston,  Furneaux  Pelham. 

Daniel  Fawkener,  Hinksworth. 

John  Havle,  Cudicot. 

Thomas  Norton,  Bigrave. 

Patrick  Hepburne,  Ayott  St.  Lawrence. 

George  Swinhow,  Rickmansworth. 

Thomas  Gardiner,  Cottered. 

Marmaduke  Tennant,  Therfield. 

John  Lesley,  St.  Michael's. 

Joseph  Jackson, 

Thomas  Mockett,  Gilstone. 

Thomas  Austin,  Brent  Pelham. 

Thomas  Freeman,  Barley. 

Daniel  Norris,  Anstie. 

James  Fisher,  Norton. 

Thomas  Leigh,  Bishop  Stortford. 

John  Halseter,  Thorley. 

Nathaniel  Eeles,  Harpenden. 

Nicholas  Woolton,  Furneaux  Pelham. 

John  Poole. 

George  Stailebrass,  Ersenden. 

William  Janeway,  Kelshall. 

Nathaniel  Ward,  Walkern. 

Thomas  Pakeman,  Little  Hadham. 

William  Sherwin,  Baldock. 

Samuel  Tomline,  Northaw. 

John  Birch,  Ayott  St.  Peter's. 

John  Paine,  Sawbridge  worth. 

Thomas  Cousens,  WilliaL 

The  names  only  are  given  in  the  Peti- 
tion ;  we  have  appended  the  places  as 
far  as  we  have  been  able  to  give  them. 
—See  Lords*  Journals,  July  24th,  1646, 
vol.  viii.,  445. 
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Edward  VI.,  for  £600,  to  be  their  parish  church  for  ever,  the 
election  of  minister  being  vested  in  the  mayor  and  The  Bucces. 
burgesses  for  the  time  being.     The  first  minister  *ion  of  rec- 
of  the  Abbey  is  supposed  to  have  been  George  Abbey 
Witherall,  who  was  silenced  in  Mary's  reign  ;  but  parish' 
before  him  we  find  Giles  Ferrers,  of  St.  Albans,  named  as 
Archdeacon,  and  he  also  probably  preached  at  the  Abbey  Church. 
He  was  a  Protestant.   He  and  his  brother,  Thomas  Ferrers,  also* 
of  St.  Albans,  took  an  active  part  in  the  movement  against 
Popery.     This  Thomas  Ferrers  was  father  of  the  celebrated 
George   Ferrers,  who  was  born  at   St.  Albans  about  1510, 
went  first  as  a  student  to  Oxford,  but  took  the  degree  of 
B.C.L.  at  Cambridge  in   1531.1    It  may  be  presumed  (says 
Mr.  Cooper)  that  he  originally  contemplated  practice  in  the 
Ecclesiastical  Courts,  especially  as  Giles  Ferrers,  who  is  sup- 
posed to  have  been  his  uncle,  was  at  that  very  period  Arch- 
deacon of  St.  Albans.     Ultimately  he  became  a  member  of 
Lincoln's  Inn,   and  was  patronized    by  Thomas   Cromwell, 
who  obtained  for  him  an  office  in  the  King's  Court.     This 
George  Ferrers  was  a  known  Protestant,  and  author  of  a 
series  of  pithy  poems  in  a  volume  entitled*  "  The  Mirrour  for 
Magistrates,"  1575.*     William  East  and  James  Dugdale, 

1  Cooper's  Athens  Cantab.,  L  386.  I  did  imagine  a  Castell  built  with  stone ; 

*  We  hare  already  given  an  extract  For  of  no  inn  I  could  the  same  devine  ; 

from  this  work  upon  Tresilian  and  his  In  prophets  skill  my  wits  was  never 

fellows,  and  the  following  regarding  the  fine. 

first  battle  of  St.  Albans  is  specially  A  fool  is  he  that  such  vain  dreams  doth 

characteristic   and   interesting.      It    is  dread, 

entitled  And  more  fool  of  both  that  will  by  them 

"  The  Tragedy  of  Edmund,  Duke  of  be  led. 
Somerset,  slayne  in  the  first  battle  at  St. 

Albans,  the  23rd  day  of  May,  in  the  32nd  My  life  I  lost  in  that  unluckv  place 

year  of  Henry  VI.,  anno  1464.  With  many  lords  that  leaned  to  my  part, 

At  St.  Albanes  towne  both  our  hoastes  £he  Earl  Percy  had  no  better  grace ; 

didmeete  Clifford  for  all  his  courage  could  not 

Which  to  try  a  field  was  no  equal  place.  «  B^n  *ne  **? »               A  it . 

Fc^wew^e  to  fight  in  ever*  Ian?  and  Buckingham  here  was  at  this  mortall 

streete  mart ; 

No  fear  of  foes  could  make  me  shun  the  Babthorp  the  Attorney  for  all  liis  skill  in 

place  ■  lawe' 

There  I  and  Warwick  fronted  face  to  *»  this  Point  of  leading  appeared  very 

face,  rawe- 

At  an  inne  doore,— the  CatUtt  was  the  ****** 

sign —  Two  points  of  wit  too  dearly  have  I 

Where  with  a  sword  was  cut  my  fatall  bought, 

lyne.  The  first  that  better  is  it  timely  to  forsee, 

Oft  was  I  warned  to  come  in  Castell  Than  after  over  late  a  counsaylour  to  be. 

DOne#  The  second  is,  not  easely  to  assent 

Having  no   mistrust  of   any   common  To  advice  given  against  thy  faithfull 

«gn,  ttend  ; 
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Romish  priests,  were  here  in  Mary's  reign.  Upon  the  accession 
of  Elizabeth,  David  Kempe  was  chosen  minister,  and  was 
also  made  Archdeacon.  He  was  here  in  1560  and  1561,  and 
then  removed  to  Rickmansworth,  a  parish  which  was  usually 
assigned  to  the  Archdeacon.  He  subscribed  a  paper  petitioning 
that  "  the  collect  for  crossing  the  infant  in  the  forehead  may- 
be blotted  out,  as  it  seems  very  superstitious ;  that  in  the  time 
of  ministering  the  communion  kneeling  may  be  left  indifferent ; 
that  the  use  of  copes  and  surplices  may  be  taken  away ;  that  in 
public  baptism  the  father  of  the  infant  be  present,  and  that  he 
shall  openly  profess  the  creed  and  desire  the  baptism  of  the 
infant,  and  that  godfathers  and  godmothers  shall  not  answer  in 
the  infant's  name."  Also,  that  "  it  be  added  to  the  confession 
before  the  communion  that  the  communicants  do  detest  and 
renounce  the  idolatrous  Mass.  That  all  images  of  the  Trinity 
and  of  the  Holy  Ghost  be  defaced,  and  that  Roods  and  all 
other  images  that  have  been  or  may  be  superstitiously  abused, 
be  taken  away  and  utterly  destroyed."  Signed  (with  others), 
David  Kempe  de  St.  Albans.3  He  died  March  29th,  1582. 
Next  at  the  Abbey  we  find  George  Witherall  again,2  who,  in  a 
few  years,  removed  to  St.  Stephens,  where  he  died,  and  was 
buried.  Next,  a  Mr.  Grimwold  was  here  for  a  time.  In  1574 
Nicholas  Crumpe  was  minister.  In  1578  William  Lane, 
chaplain  to  Bishop  Aylmer,  was  put  in.  In  1579  Edward 
Edgeworth,  afterwards  Bishop  of  Down  and  Connor,  was 
appointed  by  Bishop  Grindall,  "  by  reason  of  a  lapse."    We  find 

But  of  the  speaker  ponder  the  intent,  religious  and  excellent  person,  a  great 

The  meaning  full,  the  point,  and  filial       suppressor  of  vice,  and  a  great  promoter 


end.  of  the    Reformation   and   of   practical 

godliness  in  the  Church.    See  l)r. 
f  eende,  fiams'  Library,  MSS.  Biographies ;  Strype, 


A  saint  in  showe,  in  proofe  is  found  a       godliness  in  the  Church.    See  l)r.  Wil- 


The  subtill  man  the  simple  to  abuse,  Memorials,  iii.  1,  226. 

Miich  pleasant  speache  and  eloquence  ,  gt          ^^  .  j   m  M2 

dotn  use"  a  We  find  the  following  among  the 

In    1535    the    king    granted    George  Baptism*  in  the  Abbey  Register  : — 

Ferrers  and   his    heirs    the    manor    of  1558,  John  Wetherall  baptized  16th 

Flamstead,  and  on  September  7th,  1547,  January. 


he  purchased  of  the    Crown  lands   in  1563,  Marie  Wetherall,  daughter   of 

Markyate  Street,  Herts  and  Beds.    He       George  Wetherall,  July  25th. 

was  returned  for  St.  Albans  to  the  Par-  1566,    September,    Zacharie,    son    of 


liament  which  met  in  1571.     He  died       George  Witherall,  Parson  of  St.  Albans, 
January  1578-9,  and  was  buried  at  Flam-       was  christened  the  25th  day. 
stead.  Itobert  Wroth  (son  of  Sir  Thomas  And  among  the  Burials  : — 


Wroth,  an  exile  for  religion  in  Mary's  1668,  Mary  Wetherall,  May  18th. 

reim,  and  in  great  favour  with  Eliza-  1571,  Matilda  Wetherall,  uxor  Georgii 

betn)  was  chosen  Burgess  for  St.  Albans  Witherall  quondam  ecclesise  div.  .AJbani 

in    the   year    1562.      He    was    a  most  sepulta  fuit  XX.  die  May. 
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in  the  Abbey  Register — "  1582,  July  1st,  John  Edgeworth,  son 
of  Edward  Edgeworth,  baptised,"  showing  he  was  still  here. 
He  was  educated  at  Cambridge.     In  1565,  was  a  prebend  in 
St.  Patrick's,  Dublin.   In  1586,  he  was  made  prebend  in  Christ 
Church,  Dublin.     In  1593,  he  was  consecrated  Bishop  of  Down 
and  Connor ;  and  he  died  in  Dublin  1595.    In  1583  Roger 
Williams,   S.T.B.,  was  appointed  to  the  Abbey,  and  he  re- 
mained forty-four  years,  holding  from  1592  the  vicarage  of  St. 
Peter's  likewise,  where  he  kept  a  curate.  Aylmer  calls  him  "  a 
grave  preacher  and  better  learned  than  Mr.  Dyke,  without 
new-fangled  innovations."    He  was  a  strict  disciplinarian,  as 
is  clear  from  the  large  number  of  penances  he  imposed  for  all 
sorts  of  offences, — immorality,  drunkenness,  working  on  saints' 
days,  absenting  oneself  from  the  parish  church,  neglecting  the 
communion.      He  is  described  in  a  list  of  ministers  as  "a 
preacher,  resident,  and  of  honest  life."    In  1584  the  number  of 
communicants  at  the  Abbey  Church  is  given  as  eight  hundred, 
at  St  Peter's  four  hundred,  at  St.  Michael's  two  hundred  and 
sixty.     These  large  numbers  are  explained  by  the  fact  that 
absence  from  the  communion  meant  penance  or  imprisonment 
to  every  inhabitant  above  sixteen  years  of  age.     Mr.  Williams 
was  B  J).,  and  was  considered  "  learned  enough  to  examine.   Mr. 
W.  Haylocke,  vicar  of  Paul's  Walden,  and  Mr.  Robert  Dance, 
vicar  of  Winslow   (Bucks),   being  examined  touching  their 
hability  {sic)  of  learning  and  knowledge  for  the  discharge  of 
their  calling  in  the  ministry,  4th  October,  1586,  by  me  Roger 
Williams,  are  found   to  be  unable  to  answer  in  the  Latin 
tongue,  and  are  able  very  meanly  to  satisfy  questions  of  religion 
in  the  English  tongue."  There  were  many  Puritans  in  Mr. 
Williams's  congregation.     We  find  letters  to  Cartwright  from 
"  John  Westerman,  schoolmaster,"  brother  of  W.  Westerman,  of 
Sandridge,  and  George  Clark,  both  of  St.  Albans,  sending  help 
for  the  publication  of  Cartwright's  books.1     The  following 
entries  in   the  Abbey  Register  relate    to    Roger  Williams. 
"  1613,  May  3rd,  buried  Alice,  wife  of  Mr.  Roger  Williams, 
parson  of  the  Parish  Church  of  St.  Albans."    "  1613,  marriages, 
Mr.  Roger  Williams  and  Mrs.  Aphrodosa  Moore,  widow,  were 

1  Lazisdowne  MSS.  B.M.,  voL  briv.,  No.       doubtful.   Undertree  was  the  author  of  a 
24.    The  genuineness  of  these  letters  is       sham  plot  against  Archbishop  Whitgift. 
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married  the  7th  day  of  June — i.e.,  just  five  weeks  after  he  had 
buried  Alice  he  married  Mrs.  Aphrodosa.  During  the  early 
years  of  his  ministry  he  was  supported  by  the  congregation  ; 
but  their  contributions  fell  off,  and  he  succeeded  in  getting  the 
vicarage  of  St.  Peters  as  well.  His  death  is  thus  recorded  : — 
"  Mr.  Roger  Williams,  Bachelor  of  Divinity,  and  parson  of  St. 
Albans,  was  buried  the  10th  day  of  November,  162G."1 

John  Browne  was  the  next  minister,  probably  born  at  St. 
Albans  ('1579,  September  20th,  Baptized  John  Browne,  son 
of  John  Browne  ").  We  also  find  these  entries  in  the  Abbey 
Register.  "  1629,  June  28th,  Baptized  John,  son  of  Mr.  John 
Browne,  by  Martha  his  wife."  "1655,  Buried  Mr.  John 
Browne,  parson  of  this  parish."  He  was  a,  protege  of  Laud,  and 
seems  to  have  led  a  somewhat  careless  life,  save  for  his  obedi- 
ence to  the  ceremonies,  because  a  committee  appointed  by 
Parliament  "to  call  and  examine  all  ministers  within  the 
County  of  Hertford  that  are  scandalous  in  their  lives,  and  to 
require  the  parishioners  to  make  choice  of  some  fit  and  able 
persons  to  succeed,  approved  by  the  assembly  and  desired 
by  the  parish,"  summoned  this  John  Browne  before  them, 
examined  him,  found  him  incompetent,  and  deprived  him. 
This  they  did  with  the  full  knowledge  and  consent  of  the 
parishioners,  none  of  whom  lifted  up  a  voice  in  his  behalf.* 

And  now  we  enter  upon  that  period  of  change  and  liberty 
which,  for  brevity  sake,  we  include  under  the  general  desig- 
nation, the  Commonwealth.     It  is  divided  into  three  portions. 
First,  the  Long  Parliament,  who  appointed  the  Westminster 
Tjy.^         Assembly  of  Divines  to  draw  up  a  Confession  of 
periods       Faith,  with  a  Directory  of  Public  Worship  and  a 
1640  and     Catechism,  which  have  become   the  standards  of 
1M0.  Presbyterian  doctrine  and  worship.    The  following 

Hertfordshire  ministers  were  members  of  the  Assembly.  Dr. 
Edmond  Staunton,  once  of  Bushey ;  Dr.  Cornelius  Burges,  of 
Watford  (Assessor) ;  Richard  Vines,  M.A.,  of  Watton ;  John 
Lightfoot,  D.D.,  of  Munden  Magna ;  Herbert  Palmer,  of  Ash- 

1  The  early  Abbey  Register,  which  was  fully  rebound.    For  the  extracts  given 

reported  and  recorded  in  the  B.M.  as  I  am  indebted  to  the  kindness  of  the 

burnt  in  1743,  was  found  beneath  a  heap  Rev.  W.  J.  Lawrance,  the  present  rector, 

of  rubbish  in  an  unused  hay-loft  in  St.  who  lias  given  me  full  opportunity  to 

Albans.      Dr.    Griffith,    of    Sandridge,  examine  it. 
recovered  it,  and  it  has  since  been  care-  *  Pari.  8urvey,  vol.  x.,  Lambeth  MSS. 


chap,  til]  COMMONWEALTH  MINI8TEES  OF  THE  ABBEY  CHUBCH.  129 

well  (Assessor) ;  Humphry  Hard  wicke,  of  Hadham  Magna ; 
Peter  Smith,  D.D.,of  Barkway;  John  Whincop,  D.D.,  of  Clot- 
hall;  and  Thomas  Westfield,  Archdeacon  of  St.  Albans1— nine 
in  all.  Thus,  in  this  august  assembly,  Hertfordshire  was  well 
represented.  This  first  period  had  for  its  watchword  and 
standard  the  "Solemn  League  and  Covenant  for  the  reforma- 
tion and  defence  of  religion,"  September  25th,  1643.  The 
second  period  dates  from  the  execution  of  Charles  I.,  1649,  when 
the  Council  of  Thirty,  with  its  president,  John  Bradshaw, 
became  the  supreme  power  in  the  State ;  and,  in  place  of  the 
Covenant,  a  short  oath  called  the  Engagement  was  appointed, 
viz.,  "  I  do  promise  to  be  true  and  faithful  to  the  Commonwealth 
as  it  is  now  established,  without  a  king  or  House  of  Lords*9  The 
third  period  was  the  Protectorate  of  Oliver  Cromwell, 
December  16th,  1653,  who  appointed  a  commission  for  the 
trial  of  public  preachers ;  and  under  these  Triers  the  Church 
Establishment  became  more  national  than  ever  it  had 
been  before — Episcopalians,  Presbyterians,  Independents,  and 
Baptists  receiving  parochial  appointments. 

Regarding  the  ministers  who  were  appointed  to  officiate  in 
the  churches  during  the  Long  Parliament,  the  Commonwealth, 
and  the  Protectorate,  it  is  common  among  the  clergy  common- 
at  present  established  to  designate  them  "intruders,"  ESS^" 
or  by  some  other  insulting  name. ,  But  in  point  of  "intruders." 
fact  they  were  no  more  "  intruders "  than  are  the  present  clergy 
themselves.  They  were  appointed  in  obedience  to  the  law  of 
the  land,  and  as  the  law  directed.  If  their  orders  be  objected 
to  as  not  valid,  being  Presbyterian  or  Congregational,  it  may 
be  answered,  neither  are  the  orders  of  the  present  established 
clergy  valid;  for  as  Protestants  they  are  cut  off  from  the 
so-called  "apostolical  succession."  The  so-called  "Catholic" 
Church,  through  which  they  claim  to  trace  their  orders,  refuses 
to  recognize  them.     A  clergyman  of  the  Establishment  joining 

1  Thomas  Westfield  was  born  at  Ely  me  exhort  vou  to  abhor  all  idolatry.  .  .  . 

1573,  educated  there  under  Master  Spright  You  shall  find  such  images  in  the  books 

(R  Carter's  " Cambridgeshire"),  became  of   the  Papists.    To  paint  the  Virgin 

scholar  and  fellow  of  Jesus  Coll.,  Cam-  Mary,   now   in  glory  in  heaven,  with 

bridge.    In   1641   raised  to  the  See  of  Christ  a  little  babe  in  her  arms,  is  a 

Bristol ;  died  Jane  28. 1644,  aged  seventy-  false,  lying,  blasphemous  representation." 

one  rears.    The  Puritan  tone  of  his  ser-  ("  Eleven  Choice  Sermons,    by  the  late 

i  is  evident  from  the  following :  "  Let  Thomas  Westfield,  1666,  pp.  38,  89, 71). 

9 
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that  Church  becomes  a  layman ;  and,  as  in  the  case  of  Dr. 
Newman,  Dr.  Manning,  and  their  followers,  he  has  to  undergo 
re-ordination  to  become  a  priest  With  reference  therefore  to 
the  Church  and  clergy  who  held  the  livings  before  Henry  VIII., 
and  again  in  Mary's  reign, — i.e.  the  Roman  Catholics, — the 
present  established  clergy  are  "  intruders,"  if  the  word  is  to  be 
used  in  this  case  at  all.  As  to  the  so-called  "apostolical  succes- 
sion " — hereditary  grace  through  Episcopal  hands — we  regard  it 
(as  Archbishop  Whateley  did,  and  as  many  of  the  clergy  them- 
selves regard  it)  a  figment,  the  fertile  source  of  priestcraft  and 
superstition.  Nonconformists,  moreover,  whether  Congregational 
or  Presbyterian,  claim  for  their  orders  at  least  equal  validity 
in  Christ's  Church  with  those  of  any  Episcopal  communion. 
Let  this  term  "  intruder,"  then,  once  for  all  disappear ;  there  is 
neither  justice  nor  truth  in  it.  The  Commonwealth  ministers 
were  appointed  according  to  the  law  of  the  land,  just  as  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  clergy  now  are ;  and  in  the  case  of  St. 
Albans  Abbey,  in  particular,  they  were  chosen,  as  the  law 
directs,  by  the  Mayor  and  Burgesses. 

John  Browne  was  deprived  in  the  year  1643.  In  his  place 
the  Committee  for  Plundered  Ministers,  with  the  approval  of 
George  the  Mayor  and  Burgesses,  first  appointed  George 
Newton.  Newton,  M.A.1  He  was  a  minister's  son,  a  native 
of  Devon,  and  born  in  1602.  Like  most  of  that  county,  he 
was  educated  at  Exeter  College,  Oxford,  which  he  entered  in 
1617,  aged  sixteen,  and  took  his  degree  of  M.A.  1624.  He 
began  his  ministry  at  Hill-Bishops,  near  Taunton,  and  in  1631 
became  vicar  of  St.  Mary  Magdalene,  Taunton,  by  the  presen- 
tation of  Sir  William  Portman  and  Mr.  Robert  Hill.  In  the 
time  of  the  civil  war,  when  the  town  underwent  a  famous 
siege,  he  had  to  fly ;  and  coming  to  London,  he  was  appointed 
by  the  Committee  as  parson  to  the  Abbey  Church,  St.  Albans, 
and  also  to  St.  Michael's.  His  preaching  was  plain,  profitable, 
and  successful.  He  was  eminent  for  his  meekness  and  prudence. 
But  he  was  at  St.  Albans  barely  two  years.  Soon  after  the 
raising  of  the  siege  he  returned  to  Taunton,  with  two  or  three 
other  ministers  who  had  accompanied  him.  His  thanksgiving 
sermon  at  Taunton,  entitled  "  Man's  Wrath  and  God's  Praise," 

■  Add.  MS&,  B.M.,  16670,  fol.  16. 
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was  preached  on  May  11th,  1646,  "  a  day  to  be  had  in  everlast- 
ing remembrance  for  the  gracious  deliverance  of  that  poor  town 
from  the  strait  siege."  In  1648  he  signed  the  attestation  of  the 
ministers  of  the  county  in  opposition  to  the  errors,  heresies, 
and  blasphemies  of  the  times  as  George  Newton,  M.A.,  minister 
of  the  Gospel  in  Taunton.  He  was  silenced  by  the  Act  of 
1662,  and  afterwards  preached  at  those  times  when  he  might 
be  least  exposed.  He  was  a  good  scholar,  a  man  of  a  very 
gentle  spirit,  and  a  very  useful  preacher.  He  died  June  12th, 
1681,  aged  seventy-nine,  and  was  buried  in  the  chancel  of  his 
church  in  Taunton.1 

The  short  ministry  of  George  Newton  at  St.  Albans  was 
followed  by  that  of  an  eminent  divine,  John  Geree.  He  was 
born  in  Yorkshire  in  the  year  1600,  entered  Mag- 
dalen  College,  Oxford,  where  he  graduated  M.A.,  in 
1621,  and  became  minister  of  Tewkesbury.  Here  he  was 
deprived  and  plundered,  for  refusing  to  conform  to  certain 
ceremonies,  and  had  to  live  upon  the  help  of  his  brethren.  A 
committee  had  been  appointed  by  Parliament  for  restoring 
these  "  plundered  ministers ; "  and  by  them  John  Geree  was 
commended  to  the  St.  Albans  people,  who  gladly  received  him. 
**  January  31st,  1645-6.  Upon  information  that  Mr.  Newton, 
to  whom  the  rectory  of  St.  Albans  stood  sequestered,  hath  now 
left  the  same  and  returned  to  his  church  at  Taunton,  from 
which  he  was  driven  by  the  King's  forces,  it  is  ordered  that 
Mr.  John  Geree  be  commended  to  the  Assembly  of  Divines  to 
examine  his  fitness  to  officiate  the  said  cure."  And  on  the 
following  March  14th  he  was  appointed.  John  Geree  was  a 
strong  advocate  of  temperance.  He  published  a  short  treatise 
entitled,  "  Seio^apfjuucov,  a  Divine  Potion  to  Preserve  Spiritual 
Health  by  the  Cure  of  Unnatural  Health-Drinking,  written 
for  the  satisfaction,  and  published  by  the  direction,  of  a  godly 
Parliament  man."  He  says:  " Health-drinking  is  a  great  waster, 
and  a  drawer-on  of  drunkenness ;  a  custom  that  deserves  whips 
rather  than  words,  like  Christ  with  the  money-changers.  .  .  . 

i  A  monument  with  this  inscription  verses.    He  published  "An  Exposition, 

was  pat  over  his  grave, "  Bicjacet  corpus  with  Notes  on  John  zvii.  Fol."    "  Magna 

Georgii  Newton,  A.M.,  gui  obiit  12  Junii,  Charta,"  a  sermon  on  Pealm  xci.  16.    A 

1681,  atmo  mta&U  79,  postqvam  officium  "  Sermon  at  the  Funeral  of  Mr.  Joseph 

eoangtHstm  in  hoc  opputo,  per  50  annas  Allein,"  with  an  account  of  his  life.  Ditto 

idduer prtUiUrat ;  followed  by  six  Latin  at  the  funeral  of  Lady  Farewell. 
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What  a  shoeing-horn  to  drunkenness  is  this  health-drinking  ; 
it  is  a  step  to  excess,  a  step  to  sin,  which  is  overshoes  though 
not  over-boots,  as  our  English  proverb  speaks," — a  proverb,  by- 
the-bye,  which  shows  that  St.  Albans  had  its  mud  in  those  days 
as  it  has  now.  "  If  the  measure  thou  drinkest  bear  respect  to 
thy  friend,  then  it  must  be  doing  more  than  thou  needest  for 
thyself."  *  Little  thieves,"  he  argues,  "  let  in  greater."  And 
he  aptly  quotes  Augustine  (Sermon  De  Tempore,  232),  who 
said,  "  Were  it  to  come  to  this,  that  it  be  said  to  thee,  Drink 
or  die,  better  thy  sober  body  were  slain  than  that  thy  soul 
should  die  of  drunkenness."  John  Geree's  tract  is  not  out  of 
date  even  for  our  day ;  very  necessary  it  must  have  been  when 
the  custom  was  to  empty  one's  glass  for  each  toast 

The  Baptists  (called  in  those  days  Anabaptists)  were  about 
this  time  very  active,  especially  at  Hemel  Hempsted,  and  the 
Geree's  work  books  of  Mr.  Tombs  were  widely  circulated.  There 
on  Baptism.  was  ajfl0  "one  Master  Harrison  about  St.  Albans 
side,"  as  Edwards  in  his  "Gangrsena"  describes  him,  who 
wrote  and  preached. in  their  behalf.  This  led  John  Geree  to 
publish  two  tracts  upon  the  subject.  .  The  first  is  entitled,  "  A 
Vindication  of  Infant  Baptism,  in  full  answer  to  Mr.  Tombs, 
his  arguments,  in  his  answer  to  Mr.  Marshall's 1  sermon,  by 
John  Geree,  M.A.,  and  preacher  of  the  Word,  sometime  at 
Tewkesbury,  now  at  St.  Albans.  1  Cor.  vii.  14."  In  his 
dedication  he  says : — "  The  contest  is  not  between  Israel  and 
Amalek,  nor  about  the  main,  but  between  brother  and  brother, 
and  about  a  particular  subject  in  which  the  happiness  of  chil- 
dren and  comfort  of  Christian  parents  is  mainly  concerned. 
From  my  study  at  St.  Albans.  February  4th,  1645-6."  *  He 
argues  from  Gen.  xvii.  7,  Deut.  xxx.  6,  Acts  ii.  39,  that "  if 
children  are  excluded,  then  the  privileges  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment are  more  restricted  than  under  the  Old  Testament"  He 
signs  himself  to  Mr.  Tombs,9  "  your  truly  loving  and  faithful 
friend  and  brother." 

The  second  tract  is  "A  Vindication  of  his  Vindication  of 

1  Stephen   Marshall,    whose    initials  3  Mr.  Tombs  had  been  a  fellow  stu- 

formed  the  first  two  letters  of  Smectym-  dent  with  John  Geree  in  Magdalen  Col- 

nuut.    His  sermon  on  the  Baptism  of  lege,  Oxford.    For  a  memoir  of  him  see 

Infants  was  preached  in  Westminster  Crosby,  ''History  of  the  Baptists,"  i. 

Abbey.      (See   Calamy,    and    Brook's  278,  sqq. 
"  Lives  of  the  Puritans,"  iii.  241—253.) 
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Infant  Baptism,  from  the  exceptions  of  Mr.  Harrison/'  his 
motto,  Acts  ii  39.  It  contains  a  Dedication,  "  To  the  worship- 
ful the  Mayor  and  Burgesses  of  St.  Albans,  with  the  rest  of  my 
worthy  and  loving  auditors  there."  He  says,  "My  loving 
Mends,  Among  other  evils,  that  which  opposeth  the  birthright 
of  Christian  infants  to  the  covenant  and  seal  of  initiation  hath 
been  broached.  Not  long  after  my  coming  to  you,  a  book  was 
set  forth  by  an  ancient  friend  of  mine  (Mr.  Tombs),  which, 
because  it  was  adorned  with  much  art  and  reading,  there  was 
almost  as  much  triumph  in  it  as  by  the  Philistines  in  their 
Goliath.  Whereupon  myself  (as  having  more  leisure  than  any 
other)  was  called  upon  by  divers  friends  to  stand  up  in  defence 
of  the  truth.  A  neighbour  minister  "  (Mr.  Harrison,  whom  he 
calls  in  his  Preface  "a  great  demagogue,  i.e.,  leader  of  the 
people ")  "  hath  attempted  the  oppugnation  of  my  arguments. 
This  'Vindication'  of  my  former  labour  I  thought  good  to 
present  to  you,  that  if  Providence  should  hereafter  otherwise 
dispose  of  me,  this  may  remain  as  a  testimony  of  my  thankful- 
ness to  God  and  you,  that  with  you  in  the  time  of  England's 
distraction  I  found  a  haven  of  rest  with  good  help  to  a  com- 
fortable subsistence,  and  that  by  it  you  may  be  the  better 
guarded  against  the  sophisms  of  those  that  cease  not  to  labour 
to  draw  disciples  after  them.  .  .  .  With  my  daily  prayers  that 
God  would  bless  this  and  my  other  labours  to  you,  and  glorify 
His  Word  among  you,  I  am  yours  in  all  Christian  affection  and 
service,  Io.  Gekee.  From  my  Study  at  St.  Albans,  Oct.  14th, 
1646."  In  the  same  year  he  published  Astrologo-Mastrix  ;  or, 
the  Vwnity  of  Judicial  Astrology,  in  1647  a  Catechism,  and  a 
Tract "  touching  Supremacy  in  Causes  Ecclesiastical"  In  1648 
two  more  works  came  from  his  pen — namely,  An  Exercise,  and 
The  Sifter's  Sieve  Broken.1 

John  Geree  was  made  preacher  at  St.  Faith's  under  St.  Paul's 
London,  in  1648,  when  he  published  "A  Case  of  Conscience," 
to  prove  that  the  king  may  without  impeachment  of  his  oath 
consent  to  the  abrogation  of  episcopacy.  He  argues  that  "  if 
prelacy  in  the  Church  be  a  usurpation  contrary  to  Christ's 
institution,  then  to  maintain  it  is  to  sin,"  and  that  the  change 
of  Church  government  in  Henry  VIII. 's  reign,  and  again  in 

»  Brook's  Lives  of  the  Puritans,  iii,  p.  108. 
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Elizabeth's,  abolishing  one  hierarchy  for  another,  warrants 
another  change,  namely,  the  abolition  of  Epicopacy,  when  the 
Houses  of  Parliament  think  it  convenient.  This  shows  that 
John  Geree  had  not  yet  lost  all  faith  in  the  king,  that  in  spite 
of  the  lawlessness  of  Charles,  he  hoped  against  hope.  His 
affection  for  the  king  must  have  been  deep ;  because  the  news 
of  the  king's  execution  gave  him  such  a  shock  that  he  never 
rallied.  He  died  in  his  house  in  Ivy  Lane,  near  Paternoster 
Row,  in  February  1648-9,  aged  49  years,  and  we  have  the  high 
and  trustworthy  testimony  of  Richard  Baxter  as  to  the  cause. 
He  says,  "  Mr.  Geree  died  at  the  news  of  the  king's  death." 1 
In  spite  of  the  like  sorrow  of  many,  even  to  this  day,  the  exe- 
cution of  Charles  I.  (it  has  been  truly  said)  "  struck  a  deep 
note  of  the  universal  conscience  in  proclaiming  that  loyalty  is 
required  in  a  king  as  well  as  in  subjects,  and  that  his  treason 
against  them  is  at  least  as  criminal  as  their  treason  against 
him.  The  tragedy  before  Whitehall  had  its  evil  effects.  It 
frightened  a  succeeding  generation  into  a  mere  idiocy  of 
royalist  sentiment.  But  no  monarch  has  ever  since  dared  to 
face  to  the  bitter  end  an  issue  between  his  desires  and  the 
national  will." 2 

In  July  1648,  upon  John  Geree's  leaving  St.  Albans,  we 
find  an  ordinance  of  the  House  of  Lords  "  for  Mr.  Ellis,  senior, 
to  be  rector  at  St.  Albans."  Whoever  this  Mr.  Ellis  was,  he  did 
not  become  minister  permanently  of  the  Abbey  church.  The 
name  occurs  indeed  in  the  Abbey  Register,  e.g.,  a  baptism, 
1640,  of  "  John,  son  of  Mr.  William  Ellis,"  but  he  is  not  named 
as  minister  there.  The  funds  for  the  support  of  the  Abbey 
parson  were  only  £10  a-year,  apart  from  the  contributions  of 
the  congregation.  By  virtue  of  an  order  of  both  Houses  of 
Parliament  in  1646,  it  was  decreed  that "  the  yearly  sum  of  £40 
be  paid  out  of  the  tithes  of  the  impropriate  rectory  of  St. 
Michael's,  near  St  Albans,  for  the  maintenance  of  John  Geree, 
minister  of  the  parish  church  of  St  Albans,  the  parsonage 
whereof  is  worth  but  ten  pounds  per  annum." 8  And  in  the 
"  Commons  Journals "  of  1648,  we  find  a  petition  of  the  in- 

1   u  Apology  for  the  Nonconformists'  2  "  Life  of  Oliver  Cromwell,"  by  J.  A. 

Ministry,"  1681,  p.  145.    See  also  Brooks'  Picton,  an  able  and  interesting  work. 

"  lives  of  the  Puritans,"  iii.  102  ;  Wood,  »  Record  Office  286,  No.  1,  F.  fol.  13. 
"Ath.,0x.,"iL119. 
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habitants  of  St.  Albans,  and  an  order  for  settling  a  competent 
maintenance  of  a  minister  there.  Again,  on  August  20th,  1651, 
Mr.  Leman  is  ordered  to  bring  in  an  Act  "  for  the  better  main- 
tenance of  a  preaching  ministry  in  St.  Albans ; "  and  on  Sep- 
tember 5th,  an  Act  "  for  the  more  frequent  preaching  of  the 
Gospel,  instructing  and  catechizing  the  people  of  the  parish  of 
St.  Albans,  and  better  maintenance  of  a  godly  minister  in  the 
borough/'  was  read  the  first  and  second  times  and  committed 
to  a  Committee. 

The  next  minister  in  the  Abbey  pulpit  during  the  Common- 
wealth was  Job  Tookey,  described  in  the  Lambeth  survey  as 
"an  able,  godly  minister.,,  We  find  him  in  the  JobT  k 
Abbey  Register  thus: — "Job,  the  son  of  Mr.  Job  aConprega-' 
Tookey,  minister,  was  born  March  10,  and  baptized  tl0na  ut' 
the  26th  day  of  May,  1650."  Again,  "  Hannah,  the  daughter  of 
Job  Tookey,  was  baptized  September  16th,  1651."  His  father 
had  been  minister  of  St.  Ives,  in  Huntingdonshire,  and  had  been 
deprived  for  not  reading  the  Book  of  Sports.  The  son,  Job 
Tookey,  minister  of  St.  Albans,  was  born  at  St.  Ives,  December 
11th,  1616,  was  sent  at  fourteen  years  of  age  to  Emmanuel  Col- 
lege, Cambridge,  was  chaplain  to  Lady  Westmoreland,  and  tutor 
to  her  sons,  who  highly  esteemed  and  loved  him.  He  was  marked 
for  serious  piety  and  close  study.  He  was  eminent  for  an  excel- 
lent gift  of  prayer.  He  would  not  spend  an  hour  unprofitably, 
labouring  in  his  studies,  visiting  the  sick  and  needy,  suiting 
his  advice  to  the  condition  of  the  patient.  He  was  a  man  of 
compassion,  of  a  very  meek  and  healing  spirit.  He  wrote  a 
concordance  to  the  Hebrew  Bible.1  The  following  augmenta- 
tions were  made  to  him  as  minister: — "May  9,  1651.  The 
Committee  for  Plundered  Ministers  having  granted  Mr.  Job 
Tookey,  minister  of  St.  Albans,  an  augmentation  of  £40  per  an. 
out  of  the  rents  of  the  impropriate  rectory  of  Ashwell,  It  is 
ordered  that  this  yearly  sum  be  continued  to  him."  And  on 
"Aug.  8,  1651,  in  pursuance  of  several  orders  of  the  Committee 
for  Reformation  of  the  Universities,  the  Trustees  have  allowed 
unto  Mr.  Job  Tookey,  minister  of  St.  Albans  in  St.  Albans,  the 
sum  of  £30 ; "  and  it  is  further  ordered  that  the  treasurer  do  pay 
him  the  further  sum  of  £45  for  increase  of  his  maintenance  for 

1  Calamy,  "  Continuation,"  613. 
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his  officiating  the  cure  of  the  said  parish  church  from  June  24th, 
1650,  to  March  25th;  1651." l 

He  was  a  Congregationalist,  and  here  he  gathered  a  Congre- 
gational Church.  It  is  an  interesting  fact  that  the  first  Con- 
Forms  the  gregabional  Church  in  St  Albans  was  gathered  in 
first  Congre-  St%  Albans  Abbey.  Mr.  Geree  was  a  Presbyterian, 
Church  in  but  Presbytery  as  distinct  from  Congregationalism 
8*  was  never  set  up  in  Hertfordshire.  Moreover,  one 
of  the  main  principles  of  Independency  was  already  practised 
in  St  Albans,  in  the  choice  of  their  minister  by  the  burgesses 
themselves.  Job  Tookey  therefore  found  the  ground  prepared 
for  him  fully  to  carry  out  the  Congregational  system  according 
to  the  New  Testament  pattern.  He  was  chosen  by  the  con- 
gregation, he  was  ordained  by  his  brethren,  and  he  exercised 
his  ministry  according  to  the  practice,  not  of  the  fourth  century 
but  of  the  first;  not  after  the  Decrees  of  Trent,  but  after  the 
Book  of  the  Acts.  He  laboured  here  faithfully  about  five  years ; 
but  in  those  days  the  long  nave  was  open,  and  it  is  recorded 
that  "  the  wideness  of  the  place  drowned  his  voice,"  so  that  he 
had  to  resign  his  pastorate  and  find  a  smaller  church.  He 
removed  to  Yarmouth,  where  he  became  Teacher  of  a  Congre- 
gational Church,  and  continued  in  accord  with  his  brethren  till 
the  fatal  Bartholomew  Act  dismissed  him  from  public  service. 
After  his  ejectment  he  preached  as  he  had  opportunity,  but 
was  "  excommunicated  "  for  absenting  himself  from  the  Esta- 
blished Church.  He  came  to  London  in  1665,  and  died  in  1670, 
aged  fifty-four.  The  following  extract  from  his  diary  shows 
what  manner  of  man  he  was : — "  Labour  after  heavenly-mind- 
edness ;  try  thus  to  bring  in  those  that  are  weak,  and  to  con- 

1  Lambeth  MSSn  "  Augmentations,"  doth  officiate  the  care  by  order  from  the 

976,978.  In  1660  the  following  report  was  Com1,  of   Plundered   Ministers.     That 

riven': — "Imprimis.     We  present  that  he  hath  an  Augmentation  granted  to 

toe   parish  of   St.  Albans,  within  the  him  of  ten  quarters  of  malt  per  annum, 

county  of  Hertford,  is  a  parsonage  pre-  being  the  residue  of  2*20  quarters  of  malt 

sentation  in  the  gift  of  the  Mayor  and  per  annum,  belonging  to  the  late  Bishop 

Burgesses  of  the  said  borough,  and  that  of  London  out  of  the  impropriate  rectory 

the  tythes  and  profits  thereof  are  worth  of  Ash  well,  in  the  said  county.    That 

above  £10,  there  being  little  land  be-  the  said  parish  is  situate  in  the  middle 

longing  to  the  said  parish,  the  same  of  the  said  Borough,  that  it  is  £  mile 

consisting   most   of   houses,   that   the  from  St.  Michael's,  ana  from  St.  Stephen's 

said  parish  is  very  populous,  that  the  £  mile.    That  there  is  no  chappel  of  ease 

said   parish   is    sequestered   from   one  nor   no  donations  belonging  to  it." — 

John  Brown,  clerke,  and  that  one  Mr.  Lambeth  MSS.,  Surveys,  1650,  vol.  z., 

Job  Tookey,  an  able,  godly  minister,  263. 
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vince  those  that  are  strangers  to  the  ways  of  grace.    Always 
aim  either  at  doing  or  receiving  good" 

There  now  appears  one  John  Oliver,  who  describes  himself 
"  Minister  of  St.  Albans"  in  1653,  on  the  title  page  of  a  book 
called  "Scripture  Directions  for  Women  with  Richard 
Child/'1  The  next  minister  at  the  Abbey  was  Boberte. 
Richard  Roberts,  who  was  recommended  by  Dr.  Thomas 
Gouge,  of  London,  and  John  Jenkin.  The  following  document 
describes  his  appointment : — "  Know  all  men  by  these  presents 
that  on  April  6th,  1655,  there  was  exhibited  to  the  Commis- 
sioners for  approbation  of  public  preachers  a  presentation  of 
Mr.  Richard  Roberts  to  the  Rectory  of  Albans,  in  the  county 
of  Hertford,  made  to  him  by  his  Highness  Oliver,  Lord  Pro- 
tector of  the  Commonwealth  of  England,  etc.  Together  with 
a  testimony  in  the  behalf  of  the  said  Richard  Roberts,  of  his 
holy  conversation  and  fitness.  The  Commissioners  have  ad- 
judged and  approved  the  said  Richard  Roberts  to  be  a  fit 
person  to  preach  the  Gospel,  and  do  admit  him  to  the 
rectory  of  Albans  aforesaid.,,  We  also  find  an  order  of  June  3rd, 
1656,  that  "  the  yearly  sum  of  £80  be  granted  to  the  minister 
of  St.  Albans,  in  St.  Albans,  for  increase  of  his  maintenance, 
His  Highness  Oliver,  Lord  Protector,  and  his  council  having 
approved  of  the  said  grant,  and  that  the  same  be  paid  unto 
Mr.  Richard  Roberts,  minister  of  St.  Albans."  Calamy  gives  us 
the  following  account  of  Richard  Roberts :  "  He  was  brother  to 
Sir  William  Roberts,  of  Willesden,  in  Middlesex,  commonly 
called  the  Lord  Roberts,  the  greatest  and  most  ancient  free- 
holder in  that  county.  Our  Richard  was  educated  under 
Dr.  Preston  in  Emmanuel  College,  Cambridge.  He  married 
the  eldest  daughter  of  Dr.  William  Gouge,  of  Blackfriars. 
In  his  ministry  he  was  a  very  fervent  and  convincing  work- 
man, and  blessed  with  great  success  in  his  labours.  He 
was  richly  furnished  with  all  good  learning,  of  great  industry, 
and  never  willing  to  be  found  idle."  He  did  not  remain 
above  two  years  at  St.  Albans,  for  in  1657  we  find  Nathanael 

1  "165$,  February  20th,  John  Oliver,  We  also  find  him  certifying  to  the  ap- 

mfnfftw  of  St.  Alums,  and  Susannah  pointment  of  a  minister  at  Redbourne  in 

Sheffield,  of  Hertinrfordbury,  were  mar-  1654,  "  Thomas   Quince y,  certified   by 

ried  by  Isaac  Puller,  Esq.,  Justice."—  John  Oliver,  of  St.  Albans.     Lambeth 

Bcgirter  of  All  Saints,  Hertford.     See  MSS.,  "  Augmentations,"  997,  lib.  8,  fol. 

Turner's  u  History  of  Hertford,"  p.  239.  35. 
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Partridge  as  minister,  of  whom  we  are  to  speak  in  our 
next  chapter.  Richard  Roberts  removed  to  Cullesden,  in 
Surrey,  from  which  place  he  was  ejected  for  his  Nonconformity 
in  1662.  He  then  came  with  his  family  to  reside  at  Watford, 
where  he  laboured  constantly.  In  a  list  of  "Conventicles," 
1669,  "  the  house  of  Richard  Roberts  in  Watford "  is  named, 
and  he  is  described  as  the  Nonconforming  minister  officiating 
there.  Calamy  tells  us  that  "he  was  greatly  honoured  and 
beloved  by  the  conforming  clergy  and  even  the  Anabaptists 
and  Quakers,  for  his  prudence,  exemplary  piety,  and  abundant 
charity  in  that  great  but  poor  town."1 

The  following  is  a  complete  list,  giving  the  result  of  our 
investigations  of  the  officiating  ministers  in  the  Abbey  Church 
from  Henry  VIIL's  time : — 

Henry  VUL        Giles  Ferrers,  Archdeacon  of  St.  Albans. 
Edward  VI.  George  Witherall,  first  Rector,  1553. 

Mary  William  East  (Thomas  Stephens  curate). 

James  Duckdale,  1556. 
Elizabeth  David  Kemp,  1500. 

George  Witherall  again,  1562. 

—  Grimwoald. 

Nicholas  Crump,  1574. 

William  Lane,  1578. 

Edward  Edgeworth,  1579—1582. 

Roger  Williams,  1583—1626. 
Charles  I.  John  Browne,   1627.      Deprived  1643,   died  at  St. 

Albans  1655. 
Commonwealth   George  Newton,  M.A.,  1644. 

John  Geree,  M.A.,  1646. 

Job  Tookey,  M.A.,  1649. 

John  Oliver,  1653. 

Richard  Roberts,  M.A.,  1655. 

Nathaniel  Partridge,  1657,  ejected  in  1662. 

i  Calamy,  "  Account,"  670. 
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COMMONWEALTH  MINISTERS  OF  ST.  PETER'S,  ST.  STEPHEN'S,  AND 

ST.  MICHAEL'a 

u  Ye  did  right  in  my  sight  in  proclaiming  liberty,  every  man  to  his  neigh' 
lunar"— Jkr.  xxxiv.  15. 

TVXTRING  the  Commonwealth,  two  important  and  interesting 
"  documents,  connected  more  or  leas  directly  with  our  county 
of  Hertford,  demand  our  attention — namely,  White's  white's 
"Century,"  and  the  "Husbandman's  Plea  against  "Century." 
Tithes."  John  White,  commonly  called  "  Century  White," 
lived  for  some  years  at  Bushey,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Watr 
ford,  and  his  daughter  Winifred  was  married  to  Richard 
Black  well,  of  Bushey,1  while  his  son  John  married  Elizabeth 
Finch,  of  Watford.'  White  was  the  grandfather  of  Mrs. 
Susannah  Wesley,  the  mother  of  the  Wesleys.  He  was  an 
important  actor  in  the  ecclesiastical  changes  of  1642-4, 
and  was  chairman  of  several  Committees,  in  particular  of  those 
for  placing  plundered  ministers  and  for  removing  scandalous 
ministers.  Being  accused  of  harshness,  Parliament  issued  a 
pamphlet  entitled,  The  First  Century  of  scandalous  malignant 
priests  made  and  admitted  into  benefices  by  the  Prelates,  in 
whose  hands  the  ordination  of  ministers  and  government  of  the 
church  hath  been ;  Or,  a  narration  of  the  causes  for  which  the 
Parliament  hath  ordered  the  sequestration  of  the  benefices  of 
several  ministers  complained  of  before  them  for  vitiousness  of 
life,  errors  in  doctrine  contrary  to  the  articles  of  our  religion, 
and  for  practising  and  pressing  superstitious  innovations 
against  law,  and  for  malignancy  against  the  Parliament. 
Ordered  by  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  to  be 
printed,  17th  November,  1643."    This  work  gives  a  marvellous 

•  Clutterbuck,  i.  335.  *  Cuasan's  "  Cashio,"  184. 


140  NONCONFORMING  WORTHIES  OF  ST.  ALBANS.       [chap.  nil. 

insight  into  the  state  of  many  parishes  towards  the  close  of 
Archbishop  Laud's  Romanizing  rule.    It  and  its  author  were 
bitterly  attacked  by  Walker  and  Anthony  Wood,   but  the 
shocking  facts  have  never  been  rebutted.     Of  this  Century  of 
Malignant  Priests,  ten  belong  to  Hertfordshire  alone.    It  is 
to  be  remembered  that  the  book  was  not  published  by  White ; 
he  probably  compiled  it,  and  wrote  the  Epistle  to  the  Reader 
prefixed;    but  its  publication  was  the  act  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  who,  by  their  order  to  print  the  work,  ratified  and 
stamped  its  contents  with  their  unimpeachable  authority.     It 
is  impossible  to  conceive  that  a  body  of  intelligent  honest 
Englishmen  (as  the  members  of  the  Long  Parliament  were), 
elected  by  the  people  as  their  representatives,  would  have 
deliberately  affixed  their  imprimatur  to  a  gross  and  wanton 
libel,  as  some  would  have  us  regard  the  work.1    With  their 
ratification  it  stands  out  in  history  as  a  document  of  high 
importance,  disclosing  to  us  the  degraded  character  and  conduct 
of  many  Laudian  priests  in  the  country  at  the  time.    And 
this  is  reflected  also   in  the  blotted  and  blurred  condition 
of  many  registers  in  the  years  immediately  preceding  1640. 
As  to  John  White  himself,  born  of  respectable  parents  at 
Hey  lam,  in  Pembrokeshire,  June  29th,  1590,  he  was  educated 
at  Jesus  College,  Oxford,  and  became  Master  of  the  Inner 
Temple.     He  was  M.P.  for  Southwark  in  the  Long  Parliament, 
and  Lay  Assessor  to  the  Westminster  Assembly  of  Divines. 
Peter  Smith,  B.D.,  describes  him  in  his  sermon  before  the 
House  as  "a  religious  gentleman  and  a  worthy   Patriot/9 
Whitelock,  in  his  " Memorials "  (p.  128),  speaks  of  him  as  "a 
Puritan  from  his  youth  to  his  death,  an  honest,  learned,  and 
faithful  servant  to  the  public,  but  somewhat  severe  at  the 
Committee  for  plundered  ministers."    He  died  on  January  29th, 
1644.    So  highly  was  he  respected  that  the  members  of  the 
House  of  Commons  attended  his  funeral.   He  was  buried  in  the 
Temple,  and  a  marble  upon  his  grave  bears  the  inscription  : — 

"  Here  lies  a  John,  a  burning  shining  light, 
Whose  name,  life,  actions,  all  alike  were  White." 

The  other  document  to  which  we  have  referred  is  entitled, 

1   White  says  in   his  Epistle,  "  The      witnesses,  seldom  less  than  six." 
grossest  faults  stand  proved  by  many 
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"  The  Husbandman's  Plea  against  Tithes ;  or,  Two  Petitions 
presented  unto  the  House  of  Commons  assembled  piea  of 
in    Parliament,  by   divers   Freeholders  and  other  jjjjj^ 
Freemen  of  the  county  of  Hertford  with  the  parts   iw- 
adjacent,  for  the  taking  away  of  Tithes,  published  by  some  of 
the  said  petitioners,  1647."    This  tract  deals  with  the  question 
of  land  generally,  its  rights  and  duties,  and  the  claims  of  the 
farmer  to  the  full  produce  of  his  labour,  to  the  interest  of  his 
outlay,  and  to  the  capital  which  he  expends  on  improvements. 
The  farmers  argue  that  "tithes  have  been  the  cause  of  the 
depopulation  of  many  villages  in  the  kingdom  ;  for  the  land- 
lord perceiving  that  he  can  make  more  rent  of  his  land  to 
graze  than  the  husbandman  can  give  for  it  to  plough,  by  reason 
that  the  tenth  of  his  stock  is  taken  from  him ;  therefore  the 
landlord  hath  let  fall  or  pulled  down  his  houses  and  turned 
his  land  to  pasture.     But  the  Commonwealth  doth  lose  by 
turning  arable  land  to  pasture,  for  by  that  means  men  are 
made  fewer."    They  argue  that  "  tithes  are  oppressive  to  the 
husbandman  and  eat  up  and  consume  his  stock  and  estate. 
The  stock  that  a  husbandman  must  bring  to  stock  a  farm 
which  consists  of  tillage,  must  be  the  fourth  part  of  the  pur- 
chase of  the  land  at  the  rate  of  twenty  years'  purchase.    Now 
suppose  the  husbandman's  stock,  with  his  labour  and  diligent 
care,  should  increase  yearly  at  the  rate  of  10  per  cent.,  how 
stands  it  with  the  justice  of  the  moral  law  of  God  and  the  law 
of  nature  or  sound  natural  reason  that  another  man  should  carry 
away  every  year  all  his  increase  ?    The  tenant  that  rents  the 
land  doth  gather  up  all  the  landlord's  money  (that  he  laid  out 
in  the  purchase  of  the  land)  in  twenty  years,  so  that  the  land- 
lord at  the  end  of  twenty  years  hath  all  his  money  and  his  land 
besides.  But  the  tenant  who  lays  out  one-fourth  of  the  purchase 
money  has  nothing  for  the  use  of  his  money.     We  conclude 
with  Eccles.  iv.  1.     The  husbandman's  labour  is  envied  him ; 
and  others,  by  a  state  policy,  live  upon  his  labour."    They 
illustrate  the  obvious  injustice  of  appropriating  the  tenant's 
improvements  and  charging  rent  upon  his  outlay,  by  this  tell- 
ing illustration :  "  Suppose  a  gentleman  should  lack  a  suit  of 
clothes.    He  goes  to  the  tailor  to  buy  a  suit,  and  there  he  finds 
one  that  he  likes,  and  it  hath  no  buttons  nor  hooks  upon  it  to 


142  NONCONFORMING  WORTHIES  OF  ST.  ALBANS.      [chap.  viii. 

make  it  useful  to  him ;  it  is  plain  cloth  without  any  trimming 
on  it.  The  gentleman  purposes  to  spend  £10  upon  it  in  gold 
lace,  buttons,  and  hooks,  to  make  it  fit  to  wear.  If  the  tailor 
should  ask  £10  more  for  the  suit  than  it  was  worth  plain, 
because  of  the  money  the  gentleman  means  to  spend  on  it 
after  he  hath  bought  it,  would  we  not  think  the  tailor  a  very 
unreasonable  man  ?  Even  so  it  is  with  the  seller  or  letter  of 
land  to  make  the  buyer  or  taker  to  give  a  price  for  his  own 
goods."  Had  this  been  written  in  1883  it  could  not  have  been 
more  apt  or  conclusive.  As  to  tithes,  they  argue  "  the  ministers 
of  the  Gospel  ought  to  have  their  maintenance  as  it  is  set  down 
in  Gal  vi.  6 ;  2  Cor.  ix,  7,  8.  The  free  gift  of  the  people  was 
the  way  that  our  Saviour  and  His  Apostles,  and  the  ministers 
that  succeeded  them,  had  their  maintenance,  and  are  you 
ashamed  to  have  your  maintenance  after  their  way?"  The 
existing  state  of  things  is  well  summed  up  by  them  in  the 
words  of  Scripture  which  they  quote,  "  /  returned  and  con- 
sidered all  the  oppressions  thai  are  done  under  the  sun  ;  and, 
behold  the  tears  of  such  as  are  oppressed,  and  they  had  no 
comforter;  and  on  the  side  of  their  oppressors  there  wees 
power ;  but  they  had  no  comforter? 

These  two  documents  tend  as  clearly  as  any  that  might  be 
adduced  to  show  the  state  of  things  in  England  in  Church  and 
Altar  rails  State  when  the  people  rose,  and  determined  to 
quiitiy  endure  the  oppression  no  longer.    "  Prelacy  in  Eng- 

down.  land,"  said  the  Covenanters, "  is  the  fountain  whence 

all  those  Babylonish  streams  issued  to  us."  And  Sir  John 
Conyers,  writing  from  York,  shrewdly  says  (May  28th,  1641)  : 
"  I  fear  so  long  as  the  Bishops  have  any  power,  the  Church  of 
England  will  hang  towards  that  of  Rome,  and  will  never  be 
aright  settled  to  the  true  service  of  God."  The  Hertfordshire 
men  were  among  the  foremost  in  the  movement  towards  liberty 
in  Church  as  well  as  State.  A  number  of  "  unruly  "  soldiers> 
for  the  most  part  farmers'  sons,  returned  from  army  or  militia 
drill  in  1640,  took  the  law  into  their  own  hands,  and  entering 
the  churches,  without  let  or  hindrance  from  the  parishioners, 
quietly  pulled  down  the  altar-rails  in  many  churches  in  the 
Hundreds  of  Broadwater,  Cashio,  and  Dacorum ;  and  when  the 
magistrates  received  order  to  make  their  inquisitions  about  the 
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matter,  the  people  would  not  give  the  soldiers'  names.  The  thing 
was  not  done  clandestinely — •'  They  either  found  the  church 
door  open,  or  procured  the  key;  and,  entering  in,  four  or  five 
sufficed  to  take  down  the  rails,'9  and  this  all  over  the  county. 

The  three  parish  churches  of  St.  Albans  surrounding  the 
Abbey  were  built  about  the  same  time.  Walsingham  tells  us 
in  his  "  Gesta,"  *  that  Wulsin,  the  sixth  Abbot,  built  on  the 
road  from  the  north  the  Church  of  St.  Peter,  on  the  road  from 
the  south  the  Church  of  St.  Stephen,  and  on  that  from  the  west 
the  Church  of  St.  Michael  He  did  so  both  "  for  the  adorn- 
ment and  advantage  of  the  district,  and  for  the  good  of  souls." 
As  the  seventh  Abbot,  who  drained  the  fish-pond,  died  "  full 
of  days,"  a.d.  1005,  this  work  of  Wulsin,  who  also  died  "  full  of 
days,"  must  have  been  begun  early  in  the  tenth  century. 

St  Peter's  Church  with  the  parish  tithes  was  given  over 
(1119)  to  the  monk  who,  as  doctor  at  the  Convent,  had  charge 
of  the  infirmary,  and  who  was  called  the  rector  of  St.  sT.  peteb's 
Peter's  as  distinct  from  the  officiating  vicar.  Hence  CflTOCH» 
there  is  an  item  of  £39  10s.  from  the  tithes  of  St.  Peter's 
for  wine  for  the  Convent,2  and  item,  a  pipe  of  good  wine  for 
the  Abbey  cellar  yearly.  This  medical  rector  was  very  par- 
ticular about  the  funds  of  the  churchyard  as  well  as  of  the 
church.  A  cross  had  been  erected  in  the  burial  ground  by  Sir 
Roger  de  Stoke  (1235),  which  by  the  credulous  was  supposed 
to  be  of  wonderful  virtue ;  miraculous  cures  were  wrought  by 
it,  and  the  people  used  to  bring  offerings  to  it  which  the  vicar 
at  first  kept,  but  was  afterwards  compelled  to  deliver  up  to 
the  Infirmary.  Hence  "  the  chapel  of  the  holy  cross  "  in  the 
cemetery  of  St.  Peter's.  Again  in  1335  the  parishioners  felled 
some  trees  in  the  yard  to  repair  the  church  with,  but  the 
rector  claimed  and  obtained  compensation.  Besides  sundry 
miracles  of  the  Holy  Cross,  a  story  is  told  that  a  recluse  who 
lived  in  the  tower  once  saw  the  apparition  of  an  aged  saint, 
who  leading  him  up  the  stairs  cried  from  the  summit,  "  Woe, 
woe,  woe  to  all  inhabiting  the  land!''  and  in  that  year, 
1258,  there  was  a  grievous  famine. 

Passing  from  these  superstitions  to  better  things,  there  were 

i  Ed.  Riley,  i.  22.  3  Amundeeham,  ii.  812. 
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Lollards  in  this  parish  in  the  fifteenth  century,  and  in  the 
Lollards  in  vear  **^  a  Synod  was  held  in  St.  Peter's  Church 
this  parish,  against  them.  We  have  the  record  of  a  sermon 
14   '  preached  on  the  occasion  by  the  Abbot  Whetham- 

sted.  "  Oh,  sons  "  (he  said),  "  would  that  I  could  say,  not  of 
Belial  but  of  Jesus  Christ,  it  hath  been  made  known  to  us  that 
you,  like  wild  boars  of  the  wood,  are  endeavouring  to  tread 
down  that  vineyard  which  the  right  hand  of  the  Lord  hath 
planted,  and  like  wild  foxes  to  consume  the  Lord's  vines  and 
to  eat  up  the  branches  of  our  ancient  faith.  You  have  in  your 
possession  books  in  the  vulgar  tongue,  whose  doctrine  is  worse 
than  a  Tartarean  poison ;  and  you,  moreover,  frequent  Lectures, 
In  one  of  the  books  found  among  you  the  Pope  is  represented 
as  another  Antichrist,  dispensing  indulgences,  confirming 
pilgrimages,  prohibiting  the  reading  of  books  in  the  vulgar 
tongue.  In  the  last  chapter  it  is  profanely  affirmed  that  all 
the  ministers  of  the  church  are  of  equal  power  in  spiritual 
jurisdiction;  that  absolutions  are  frivolous,  vain,  and  super- 
fluous, performed  by  ecclesiastics  for  the  living  and  the  dead  ; 
that  adoration  of  images  is  a  superstitious  worship  of  idols  ! 
Therefore,  my  sons,  if  you  presume,  with  ministers  of  this 
Babylon,  to  bring  such  poison  secretly  or  publicly,  tell  us 
forthwith,  and  we  will  proceed  canonicaUy."1  Hereupon 
three  men  were  brought  up  and  were  compelled  publicly 
to  recant — a  parchment-maker  of  St.  Albans,  one  unnamed, 
and  William  Redhead,  of  Barnet,  who  acknowledged  posses- 
sion of  the  "little  book  in  the  vulgar  tongue," — probably 
Wycliff's  Testament, — and  who  confessed  that  he  had  read  it. 
The  Abbot  then  enjoined  upon  him,  in  order  to  the  remission 
of  his  sin,  that  he  should  visit  the  shrine  of  Alban  barefoot 
each  year  for  seven  years  to  come ;  and  going  up  the  middle 
aisle,  should  offer  a  wax  candle  in  honour  of  the  saint  a  pound 
weight.  Further,  that  on  the  three  succeeding,  Sundays  he 
should  go  unclothed  round  the  cemetery  in  his  own  parish 
church  [at  Barnet]  before  the  procession,  and  returning  go  up 
to  the  great  altar  and  there  place  the  taper  which  he  carried 
in  his  hand  upon  his  bended  knees.  He  also  enjoined  him,  for 
full  remission  of  the  infamy,  now  to  cany  the  execrable  book 

1  Amundesham,  "  Annalee,"  i.  222  sqq. 
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which  he  had  read  so  gladly  through  the  public  street  [St. 
Peter  Street]  as  far  as  the  Great  Cross,  and  there  publicly  lay 
it  down,  and  place  under  it  the  gathered  faggots,  and  bum  it 
to  ashes.  Having  enjoined  this  penance  the  preacher  further 
inveighed  against  the  Lollards,  and  bursting  into  tears,  and 
into  Latin  verse  at  the  same  time,  exclaimed — 

"  Who  can  restrain  his  tears,  whose  cheeks  can  now  be  dry, 
Seeing  the  Lollard  sect,  like  tiger  raging  high,"  etc. 

In  spite  of  this  Synod,  and  sermon,  and  penance,  the  Lollards 
still  asserted  themselves  in  the  parish,  and  the  priest  who  was 
next  put  in  was  obliged  to  leave.  "  The  parishioners  The 
of  St  Peter's  murmur  against  paying  Henry  Bob-  JSSu" 
washe,  vicar  of  St.  Peter's,  and  they  demand  a  presbytery. 
parochial  presbytery ! " *  Borwashe  exchanges  cures  with  the 
vicar  of  Rickmansworth  to  escape  their  indignation.  In  1430, 
one  Hugh  Rede,  of  Salop,  was  hanged  at  St.  Peter's  Church  for 
abjuring. 

About  this  time  we  find  an  allegation  by  the  St.  Albans 
people  that  the  boundaries  of  St.  Peter's  parish  were  trans- 
gressed by  the  people  of  Sandridge,  and  claiming  List  of 
the  right  to  cut  turf  on  Bernards  Heath.  The  next  ^  vicara- 
story  of  interest  concerns  the  two  battles  of  St.  Albans,  May 
21st,  1455,  and  February  17th,  1461,  when  "St.  Peter's  church 
and  churchyard  were  stuffed  full  with  bodies  of  the  slain." 
Richard  Chapman  was  vicar  at  the  time,  and  he  was  followed 
by  Robert  Chauntry  on  December  20th,  1461.  On  the  death 
of  Chauntry  (1477),  James  Waleys  was  appointed,  but  remained 
only  three  years.  John  Maynwaring  was  vicar  from  1480  to 
1486.  On  February  27th,  1486,  John  Mymme  was  instituted, 
Maynwaring  voluntarily  resigning.2  The  next  name  we  find  is 
that  of  Edward  Smith.  In  1557  Nicholas  Savage  appears  as 
vicar,  who  continues  until  1573 ;  but  in  1562  a  curate,  P. 
Henry  Bestney,  is  named  in  the  "Acta."3  George  Boreman 
came  in  1574,  and  was  here  still  in  1583,  when  we  find  the 
following  account  of  the  church : — "  St.  Peter's  —Mr.  George 
Boureman,  the  vicar,  no  graduate,  admitted  to  preach,  resi- 
dent :  made  minister  before  the  13th  of  Elizabeth's  reign.    He 

1  Amnndesham,  i.  46.  3  The  "  Acta  "  of  the  Archdeaconry  of 

f  See  "Begistra   J.  Whethamstede,"       St.  Albans,  which  are  in  Somerset  House. 
ed.  Riley,  it  68, 161,275. 
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hath  none  other  benefice  or  promotion.  He  is  of  good  life  and 
conversation.  The  living  is  valued  at  £9  9&  10&"1  It  is 
recorded  of  him  in  1583,  "  He  doth  not  wear  the  apparel,  but 
he  is  willing  and  ready  to  wear  them."  He  contributed  3*.  4cZ. 
to  the  relief  of  the  Christians  in  Geneva,  March  11th,  1582. 
Thomas  Holden  came  in  1584,  and  was  a  temperance  advo- 
cate, enforcing  penances  for  drinking  and  for  selling  drink 
during  service.  "  To  the  right  worshipful  Mr.  W.  Hutchinson, 
Archdeacon  of  Si  Albans,  or  his  deputy.  Be  it  known  to 
your  worship  that  the  bearer  hereof,  Anthony  Coles,  did  on 
Sunday  at  morning  prayer,  6th  November,  1586,  openly  in 
the  parish  church  of  St.  Peter's,  confess  himself  to  have  offended 
in  drinking  at  an  ale-house  in  the  time  of  Divine  Service, 
desiring  forgiveness  for  the  same,  and  promising  amendment 
thereof,  did  lament  his  offence.  Thomas  Holden,  vicar."  Mr. 
Holden  was  appointed  to  examine  certain  vicars  and  curates, 
whom  he  reports  "to  be  unable  to  decline  a  noun  sub- 
state  of  stantive  or  to  discern  the  parts  of  speech  in  Latili, 
amongthe  or  *°  answer  ea8y  questions,  or  allege  aptly  any 
clergy,  1681.  Scripture  for  proof  of  any  article  of  religion." 
About  the  same  time  (1581)  it  was  appointed  by  the  Arch- 
deacon's Court  that  "  the  ministers  being  no  Masters  of  Arts 
nor  preachers  shall  say  without  book  the  first  ten  several 
chapters  of  St.  Paul  to  the  Romans,  and  so  saying  the  same 
that  they  be  able  to  make  answer  unto  that  principal  doctrine 
in  the  same  contained,  and  appear  at  the  next  session,  which 
shall  be  the  Tuesday  next  after  Michaelmas  Day  next,  being 
October  3rd,  in  St.  Albans  Church,  then  and  there  to  answer 
the  same  matter."  And  next  year  it  was  further  decreed  that 
u  every  minister  being  no  preacher  nor  M.A.,  shall  monthly  give 
under  his  own  hand  an  exposition  of  one  chapter  of  St.  Paul 
to  the  Romans,  beginning  at  the  first,  and  so  going  forward 
monthly ."  This  is  a  good  Protestant  sign — no  doubt  Grindal's 
doing — and  well  would  it  have  been  for  England  had  the  plan 
been  kept  up ;  but  under  Whitgifb  it  ceased.  Thomas  Holden, 
who  helped  to  carry  it  out,  left  in  1588,  and  was  followed  by 
William  Moore,  regarding  whom  it  is  recorded  that  "  as  yet  he 

i  See  a  Report  concerning  the  several      MSS.  in  St.  Albans  Abbey.  The  extracts 
parishes  of  the  Archdeaconry  among  the      which  follow  are  from  these  MSS. 
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doth  not  preach,  but  intendeth  shortly  to  practise  preaching  as 
he  saith."  In  1592  he  was  followed  by  our  old  friend  Roger 
Williams,  B.D.,  of  the  Abbey,  who  held  both  churches  and 
provided  a  curate.  In  1594  we  find  St  Peter's  described  as 
"a  vicarage,  patron  the  Queen's  majesty;  valued  at  £9  108., 
the  foresaid  Roger  Williams,  incumbent.  Mr.  John  Parting- 
ton, MA.,  a  preacher,  assisteth  in  the  service  of  the  cures,  in 
both  the  said  churches.  Communicants  about  four  hundred 
Men  of  special  note.  No  recusants."  After  John  Partington, 
whom  we  find  at  Redburne  in  1593,  the  curates  were 
Nicholas  Hall  (1600),  Hamilton  Marshall  (1602),  Cadwallader 
Morgan  (1605),  Sam.  Layshaw  (1608),  Jno.  Parker  (1609), 
Abraham  Spencer  (1613),  Henry  Home  (1617),  John  Drew 
(1622),  P.  Nicholl  (1624).  Roger  Williams  died  in  1626,  and 
was  followed  by  William  Isaacson.  The  St.  Peter's  Register 
thus  sums  up  the  subsequent  changes  : — "  The  vicarage  of  this 
Church  was  resigned  by  Mr.  William  Isaacson  May  27th,  1628. 
Anthony  Smith  was  hereto  inducted  October  25th  following. 
Mr.  Robert  Tirling  was  chosen  in  Mr.  Anthony  Smith's  vicar- 
age, March  25th,  1644,  and  continued  till  March  1645.  Mr. 
William  Retchford  was  chosen,  after  the  resignation  of  Mr. 
Robert  Tirling,  to  the  ministry  in  the  parish  of  St.  Peter,  May 
22nd,  1647  (it  being  vacant  from  March  1645  till  that  time) 
where  he  continued  till  Mr.  John  Rochford  was  inducted, 
April  12th,  1661.  He  died  3rd  May,  1715,  and  was  buried 
May  8th." 

We   are  able  to  throw  some   light  upon  this  summary. 
Anthony  Smith  was  one  of  the  clergy  whose  livings  were  seques- 
tered by  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  Long  Depriva_ 
Parliament  in  1642.     It  is  sometimes  taken  for  tionof 
granted  that  these   sequestrations    were  unjustly     '   mi 
made,  merely  upon  political  grounds,  and  thus  Walker  makes 
up  his  "Sufferings  of  the  Clergy. "     Here,  then,  is  a  par- 
ticular case :   how  was  it  with  Anthony  Smith,  vicar  of  St. 
Peter's,  from  1628  to  1642,  and  afterwards  sequestered  ?    We 
have  testimony  concerning  him  from  a  source  which  certainly 
may  be  regarded  as  first  hand,  and  by  persons  likely  best 
to  know,  namely,  the  parishioners  of  St.  Peter's  themselves. 
In  the  Report  (v.  21)  of  the  Royal  Commission  of  Historical 
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MSS.  stands  the  following :—"  May  4th,  1642.  Petition  of 
parishioners  of  St.  Peter's  in  the  borough  of  St.  Albans: 
complain  that  for  sixty  years  their  vicars  have  not  resided 
in  the  vicarage,  and  that  the  present  vicar  is  non-resident,  a 
pluralist,  and  accused  of  many  crimes.  He  will  now,  under 
the  Act  against  pluralities,  have  to  give  up  one  of  his  livings, 
which  they  hear  will  be  St.  Albans.  The  patron  is  Matthew 
Wren,  Bishop  of  Ely,  a  man  charged  in  Parliament  as  a 
delinquent  for  many  heinous  crimes,  who  will,  they  fear, 
appoint  some  undeserving  minister.  The  Petitioners  pray  that 
no  Presentation  may  be  made  unless  approved  by  their  Lord- 
ships." It  appears  that  a  curate  sometimes  officiated  for 
Anthony  Smith.  In  1638,  Richard  Goddanrt,  curate,  is  named 
here;  and  in  the  same  document  we  are  told  "there  are  two 
great  Bibles"  in  the  church. 

In  the  "  Lords'  Journals  "  (v.  41),  May  4th,  1642,  it  is  recorded 
that  upon  reading  the  petition  of  the  parishioners  of  St.  Peters, 
Parishioners  *n  the  town  of  St.  Albans,  in  the  county  of  Hertford, 
"starved."  complaining  that  their  vicar  is  a  non-resident  and 
a  pluralist,  "  whereby  the  souls  of  the  people  are  starved  for 
want  of  an  honest  and  godly  preacher  to  be  constantly  amongst 
them,  and  the  said  vicar  now  being  to  be  removed,  they 
desire  the  Bishop  of  Ely,  who  is  the  patron  of  the  said 
vicarage,  may  be  directed  from  this  House  '  to  take  care  that 
an  honest  and  learned  divine  may  be  placed  there;'  here- 
upon the  House  ordered  that  the  Bishop  of  Ely  shall  not  put 
in  any  minister  but  such  as  this  House  shall  approve  and 
like  of." 

Robert  Tiding  was  the  minister  appointed,  and  he  was  at 
St.  Peter's  from  March  1644  to  March  1645.  His  name  occurs  in 
the  Abbey  Register  thus :  "Baptisms  1643-4,  March  30th,  Mary, 
daughter  of  Mr.  Turlyn,  minister."  He  still  signs  the  St.  Peter's 
Register  as  "  minister  of  this  Parish,  March  30th,  1645,"  but  as 
the  Bishop  of  Ely's  nominee  he  seems  to  have  failed  to  satisfy 
the  parishioners.  There  was  now  a  vacancy  for  just  two 
years,  and  the  parishioners  petitioned  the  Committee  for 
Plundered  Ministers  to  help  them  to  the  choice  of  a  minister. 
"  Upon  the  humble  Petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of 
St.  Peter's,  in  the  town  of  St.  Albans,  in  the  county  of  Hert- 
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ford,  it  is  ordered  that  John  Rowbotham,  W.  Foxwist,  Alban 
Cox,  Robert  Sadler,  Richard  Pemberton,  John  Pemberton, 
Samuel  Bedford,  Esquires,  W.  Aylward  senior,  W.  Alyward 
junior,  W.  Hickman  and  Jeremy  Fitch,  parishioners  of  St. 
Peter's,  do  provide  for  the  cure  of  the  church  sequestered  from 
Anthony  Smith,  and  provide  for  the  parson  or  parsons  for  the 
space  of  three  months.  Jan.  10th,  1646-7."1  The  names  here 
given  were  among  the  most  honourable  in  the  parish. 

Thus  a  plan  was  adopted  whereby  the  parishioners  should 
have  opportunity  to  invite  any  minister  to  preach,  so  that 
they  might  judge  as  to  the  suitableness  of  each  to  The  CaB^m 
edify  them,  and  make  their  choice  accordingly,  monweaith 
After  the  lapse  of  the  three  months  we  find  that  muua  er' 
u  Mb.  William  Retchford  was  chosen  to  the  ministry  of  the 
parish,  May  22nd,  1647.  His  name  occasionally  occurs  in  the 
parish  register,  and  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  Parlia- 
ment to  inquire  into  the  state  of  ecclesiastical  benefices  in  the 
year  1650  found  that  the  vicarage  was  worth  £35  per  cm., 
that  the  late  Bishop  of  Ely  was  patron,  that  William  Retch- 
ford, clerk,  was  settled  there  by  order  of  the  Com*6*  for  Plun- 
dered Ministers,  and  that  it  was  sequestered  from  Anthony 
Smith.  Signed,  Thomas  Cawley,  Francis  j,Done,  Tho.  Fish, 
John  Howe,  Robert  Hall,  William  North.3  The  following 
extracts  show  the  provision  made  for  Mr.  Retchfoid's  support : 
*  Sept.  4th,  1650.  Whereas  the  Com*66  for  Plundered  Ministers, 
the  8th  Feb.,  1647-8,  granted  the  yearly  rent  of  £33  reserved 
to  the  Bishop  of  Ely  out  of  the  impropriate  tithes  of  the  parish 
of  St.  Peter's,  in  St.  Albans,  to  Mr.  William  Retchford,  minister 
of  the  parish  church  of  St.  Peter's  aforesaid,  unless  good  cause 
should  be  shown  to  the  contrary  on  March  2nd,  1647,  by  the 
Parishioners  of  the  Abbey,  and  no  cause  being  shown,  it  was, 
May  15th,  1648,  ordered  by  the  said  Committee  that  the  same 
should  be  paid  to  Mr.  Retchford.  It  is  therefore  ordered  that 
Mr.  John  Thornton,  Receiver  of  the  said  rent,  do  forthwith 
pay  unto  Mr.  Retchford  the  sum  of  £16  108.,  being  one  half- 
year's  rent  to  him  due  on  or  about  March  25th  last."  We  find 
a  similar  order  dated  October  6th,  1652;  and  on  April  2nd,  1656, 

«  Add.  MSB.  B.Mn  16C71,  foL  50  b.      a  Lambeth  MSS., "  Pari.  Survey,"  1660,  voL  x. 
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at  the  council  at  Whitehall  mention  is  made  of  a  further 
augmentation.1 

It  is  clear  that  William  Retchford  was  elected  minister  of 
the  parish  of  St.  Peter  by  the  free  votes  of  the  parishioners, 
nucha-  among  whom  were  some  of  the  most  eminent 
racter-  citizens  of  St.  Albans,  whose  charitable  bequests 
remain  to  this  day.  Further,  that  he  complied  with  the 
changes  of  government  during  the  three  stages  of  the  Com- 
monwealth— the  Covenant,  the  Engagement,  and  the  Protec- 
torate; and  thirdly,  that  he  was  highly  esteemed  and  his 
services3  recognized,  not  only  by  the  inhabitants,  but  by  the 
Government  Committees  of  Religion,  and  by  the  Protector 
Oliver  and  his  council.  Towards  the  end  of  the  Common- 
wealth, in  1658,  there  seems  to  have  been  some  contemplated 
change,  and  it  was  intended  that  William  Retchford  should 
leave;  indeed,  it  seems  that  he  showed  signs  after  Oliver's 
death  of  joining  those  who  would  bring  back  the  king,  as  was 
the  case  with  many  Presbyterians  whom  Charles  II.  hood- 
winked by  his  promises.  However,  on  April  28th,  1659,  we 
find :  —  "  Whereas  it  appears  that  Mr.  William  Retchford, 
minister  of  St.  Albans,  hath  not  quit  the  said  place  as  was 
intended;  it  is  ordered  that  the  order  of  these  Trustees  of 

i  "  Whereas  the  Trustees  for  mainten-  of  Peters  aforesaid,  the  Trustees  think 

ance  of  ministers  have  presented  to  the  fitt  y*  ye  said  Augmentation  of  £33  a 

approbation  of  his  Highness  and   the  yeare  be  continued  unto  ve  said  Mr. 

council  an  Augmentation  of  £80  per  an.  Retchford  from  ye  said  25th  April  1654. 

for   the   parish  of   St.  Peter's,  in   St.  And  it  is  further  ordered  that  Mr.  Francis 

Albans  ;  His  HighnesB  and  the  Oounceil  Church,  Receiver,  doe  pay  ye  said  Mr. 

did  approve  and  order  that  the  same  be  Retchford  in  satisfaction  of  one  years 

paid  accordingly.  W.  Jessop,  clerk  of  the  arreare  ending  ye  25th  April  last  ye 

Oounceil."      Further    (Lambeth   MSS.,  summe  of  £6  out  of  ye  rents  and  profitts 

Augmentations,  972),  on  July  2nd,  1655,  due  within  ye  said  year  and  within  his 

"Whereas  ye  yearly  summe  of  thirty-  receipt.   Jo. Thorowgood, Bdw. Cressett, 

three  pounds  was  bv  order  of  ye  Comlee  Ri.  Sydenham,  Jo.  Pocock,  Ri.  Yong. 
for  Plundered  Ministers  of  ve  15  May,  "  December  18, 1655.  Ordered  that  the 

1648,  settled  upon  Wm.  Retchford,  Minr.  arrears  claimed  by  Mr.  Retchford,  Minia- 

of  ye  parish  of  Peter's  within  ye  towne  ter  of  Peters  in  St.  Albans  in  the  county 

of  St.  Albans  in  ve  County  of  Hertford  of  Hertford  by  order  of  the  2nd  July 

out  of  ye  impropriate  Rectory  of  ye  said  last  be  supply ed  to  him   out    of   the 

parish  of  which  ye  said  Mr.  Retchford  arrears  of  rent  of  the  rectory  of  Har- 

hath  had  noe  profitt  for  divers  yeares  penden  in  the  county  aforesaid  due  to 

last  past  in  regard  ye  same  was  not  re-  these  Trustees,  and  that  Mr.  Francis 

viewed  according  to  Act  of  Pari1  by  ye  Church  Recr  doe  pay  the  same  accord- 

Comte#  for  ye  Universities.    Upon  con-  ingly.    Jo.  Thorowgood,  Ri.  Sydenham, 

sideration  of  ye  case  of  ye  said  Mr.  Edw.  Cressett,  Jo.  Pocock,  Ri.  Yong." 
Retchford  (approved  by  ye  Com**  for  a  In  the  St.  Peter's  Register  he  is  thus 


Retchford  (approved  by  ye  Uomw  for  *  in  tfce  St.  .reter  s  Register  he  is  thus 
approbation   of   publick    preachers    ye  styled  :  "  William  Retchford,  minister  of 
~5th  day  of  April,  1654)  for  that  ye  the  Gospel,  chosen  (1653)  to  register  mar- 
early  rent  of  £6  is  reserved  to  these  riages.      W.  Forwist  signs  the  register 
'rustees  out  of  ye  impropriate  Rectory  of  marriages  in  that  year. 
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the  26th  of  October,  1658,  whereby  the  augmentation  granted 
to  him  was  suspended,  be  taken  off  and  discharged."1  Soon 
after  this  we  have  the  high  authority  of  Dr.  Calamy  attesting 
the  fact  of  the  presence  of  another  minister  at  St  Peter's, 
named  William  Ha  worth.  He  probably  came  to  take  Mr. 
Retchford's  place,  and  when  Mr.  Retchford  decided  to  remain, 
acted  as  his  assistant 

On  the  brow  of  the  hill,  across  the  Ver,  along  which  old 
Watling-street  runs  to  the  south  of  St.  Albans,  stands  the 
quaint  and  modest  church  of  St.  Stephen,  old  and  St.  Stephen's 
dark,  dating  back  like  its  sister  churches  to  theCHUR0H- 
time  of  Wulsin  (950),  and  embodying  a  long  and  interesting 
history  in  its  registers  and  its  monuments.  The  parish 
stretches  far  away  towards  Shenley  and  Abbots  Langley,  but, 
if  we  exclude  the  neighbouring  city,  there  is  only  a  sparse 
population  near.  At  the  first  the  chief  use  of  the  church  was 
to  serve  as  a  beacon  and  a  gateway  for  those  coming  from  the 
south ;  and  the  tithes  of  the  parish  were  given  by  the  Abbot 
Trumpington  (1215)  to  the  convent  "for  the  maintenance  or 
supply  of  their  kitchen."  The  kitchen,  as  well  as  the  cellar 
of  the  convent,  was  well  supported  by  tithes  in  those  days. 
An  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  in  the  year  1300,  put  the  church 
under  an  interdict  because  the  bell  was  not  rung  at  his 
approach.  There  was  close  by  a  leper  hospital,  called  St 
Julian's,  whose  master,  John  Grill,  acted  as  vicar  here,  and 
died  in  1449.  In  his  time  a  popish  distributer  of  pardons  was 
slain  in  "  Dagenhale,"  ie.,  Dagnall  Lane ;  thereupon  statutes 
were  passed  against  the  Lollards.2  Thus  early  (1431)  was 
Dagnall  Lane  noted  for  Protestant  zeal.  It  is  one  of  the  oldest 
streets  in  St  Albans,  not  far  from  the  Abbey.  In  it  was  the 
first  Nonconformist  Chapel  built,  after  the  passing  of  the 
Toleration  Act,  1688;  and  in  the  same  street  still  there  are 
three  chapels,  whose  congregations  are  not  lacking  in  Pro- 
testant zeal,  though  with  a  different  kind  of  sword  (Heb.  iv. 
12).  Another  old  vicar,  named  Edmund  Norton,  resigned  in 
1468  in  favour  of  one  Thomas  Alwyn,  but  resumed  his  post 
io  1473,  and  held  it  three  years  longer,  when  he  had  finally 

i  j>mbeth  HSS.. "  Augmentations,"  987.        *  Amundesham  "  Annales,"  i.  31,  32. 
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to  resign  on  account  of  age  and  infirmities.  Id  1476  James 
Fisher  was  instituted.1  A  following  vicar,  John  Turberville, 
"here  lyeth,  who  died  1536."  Robert  Phillippes  is  named  as 
vicar  from  1557  to  1570,  when  he  died,  and  was  succeeded 
by  George  WitheraJl,  of  the  Abbey  church,  who  was  also  buried 
here  in  1574. 

Next  came  Richard  Lightfoote,  who  was  here  for  forty- 
three  years.  In  a  return  dated  1584  he  is  thus  named: — 
Richard  "  ^*-  Stephen's,  Mr.  Richard  Lightfoot  the  vicar,  no 
Lightfoot,  graduate,  licensed  to  preach,  resident ;  made  minis- 
ter since  the  13th  of  her  majesty's  reign.  He 
hath  none  other  benefice  or  promotion.  He  is  of  honest  life. 
The  valuation  of  the  living  is  £15,  and  Mr.  Humfrey  Con- 
ningsby  is  the  patron." 3  Another  return,  1595,  runs  thus: — 
"  St.  Stephen's,  a  vicarage,  patron  Mr.  Humfrey  Conningsby, 
Esquire,  valued  at  £15,  Richard  Lightfoot,  clerk,  incumbent, 
a  preacher,  resident,  Communicants — ,men  of  special  note. 
No  recusants."  He  was  a  strict  disciplinarian,  and  an  appre- 
ciator  of  true  Christian  character.  We  find  him  imposing 
penance  on  one  John  Coxhead,  of  St  Stephens,  "  for  working 
his  horses  on  holydays."  There  are  many  penances  attested 
by  his  signature,  and  in  his  clear  handwriting.  He  seems  not 
to  have  been  particular  about  "  the  apparell,"  for  not  till  1606 
do  we  find  the  record,  "Richard  Lightfoot  has  provided  his 
habit  according  to  the  canon."  On  March  11th,  1582,  he  con- 
tributed 3*.  4d  to  the  relief  of  the  Christians  in  Geneva.  This 
shows  that  he  was  a  Protestant.  He  is  also  named  in  1588  as 
"one  of  the  unlearned  sort  of  clergy,"  who  were  ordered  to 
read  St.  Paul  to  the  Romans,  and  "who  have  profited  thereby." 
There  is  no  mention  in  the  "  Acta  "  of  any  curate  kept  by  him. 
The  "John  Butler,  minister,"  named  in  the  register  1604,  was 
vicar  of  Sarret,  though  non-resident.  Richard  Lightfoot  was 
wont  in  his  burial  register  to  add  notes  concerning  character, 
e.g.,  "Thomas  Kentish,  1601,  vere  Christianus.''  "1612,  Petrus 
Haiward,  gemrosus,  octogenarius,  vere  vere  sanus"  And  his 
own  death  is  thus  inserted  by  one  following  him: — "Mr. 
Richard  Lightfoot  was  minister  at  St.  Stephen's  almost  forty- 

i  "  Regist.  Abb.  Wheathamsted,"  ii.,  2  MS.  in  St.  Albans  Abbey. 

28, 104, 109, 162, 173. 
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three  years,  during  which  time  he  lived  in  the  fear  of  God  a 
Christian,  honest,  and  godly  life,  and  taught  the  Word  of  God 
truly,  and  lived  quietly  among  his  neighbours;  and  died  on 
Wednesday,  the  17th  of  September,  1617,  was  buried  Septem- 
ber 24th,  as  above  said.  He  never  went  to  law  with  any  of  his 
parishioners  for  any  duties.     He  gave  a  good  example." 

John  Starr  succeeded  Richard  Lightfoot  in  1617.  He  makes 
the  following  entry : — "  1617,  In  nomine  Dei  inaipit  Johnes 
Starr,  vicar"  and  he  signs  at  the  foot  of  each  column  down  to 
1642.  He  came  from  Harpenden,  where  he  had  been  curate 
from  1604 — 1616,  and  before  (in  1600)  he  was  curate  at  Sarret. 
He  acted  as  surrogate  for  the  Archdeacon  of  St.  Albans,  and 
the  official,  James  Bolfe  (an  important  actor  and  a  stern  eccle- 
siastic), was  buried  at  St.  Stephen's  by  him  in  1630.1  He  was 
married,  and  had  a  large  family,  several  of  his  children  having 
been  baptized  at  Harpenden.  He  must  have  been  between 
sixty  and  seventy  years  of  age  in  1642.  During  his  incum- 
bency at  St.  Stephen's,  it  was  ordered  that  ministers  of 
churches  in  the  Archdeaconry  should  contribute  to  the  support 
of  the  army,  "seeing  that  they  were  not  called  to  active  service 
themselves,  and  their  contributions  were  proportioned  to  their 
tithes,  a  calyver,  a  bill,  a  petronel,  or  a  musket."  In  a  list  of  the 
arms  thus  provided  by  the  clergy  in  1620,  we  find  "  Mr.  John 
Starr,  vicar,  a  calyver  furnished."  *  In  1634  we  find  him  charg- 
ing one  "  Thos.  Bayley,  for  going  away  from  his  parish  church 
to  other  churches  that  were  nearer."  In  an  inventory  of 
utensils  and  ornaments  in  the  church,  1638,  we  find  "a  great 
Bible  of  the  largest  volume,  the  Book  of  Martyrs,  and  Erasmus' 
Paraphrase  in  English ;  Jewell  and  Harding,  with  other  works 
of  Bishop  Jewell ;  a  brazen  eagle  for  the  Holy  Bible  to  lie  on." 
After  1642  there  is  a  gap  in  the  Register  till  1646,  and  it 
appears  that  the  vicarage  was  sequestered,  and  that  one 
Mr.  Ghappell  was  appointed  minister,  who  did  not,  however, 
stay  any  length  of  time. 

The  next  minister  during  the  Commonwealth  was  Richard 

1  "1680,  Oct.  28.    James  Bolfe,  Esq.,  of  the  Masters  of  Chancery."     Burial 

Commiflsary  and  Official  for  the  Arch-  register,  St.  Stephen's. 

deaconry  of    Huntingdon,  and   Official  »  See  MSS.  in  St.  Albans  Abbey. 
for  the  Arcbd.  of  St.  Albans,  and  one 
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Lever.    In  the  Minutes  of  the  Committee  for  Plundered 
Ministers  we  find  the  following  entries: — 

"March  14th,  1645-6.  Upon  the  humble  petition  of  the 
parishioners  of  St.  Stephen's,  near  St.  Albans,  in  the  county 
Richard  of  Hertford,  to  settle  Richard  Lever,  Master  of 
Lever*  Arts,  in  the  said  parish  church,  being  vacant ;  this 
Committee  do  desire  the  Committee  sitting  at  St.  Albans  to 
inquire  how  the  same  became  void,  and  to  certify  the  same  to 
this  Committee,  together  with  their  opinion  of  the  fitness  of 
the  said  Mr.  Lever  to  officiate  the  said  cure. — June  6th,  1646. 
Richard  Lever,  M.A.,  of  St.  Stephens,  in  consideration  hereof  is 
referred  to  the  Assembly  for  approval,  and  it  is  ordered  that 
the  vicarage  of  St.  Stephens,  sequestered  by  the  Right  Hon. 
the  Earl  of  Manchester  to  one  Mr.  Chappell,  and  by  him 
relinquished,  shall  stand  sequestered  to  the  use  of  Richard 
Lever,  minister  of  the  Word." x  On  September  26th,  1646,  an 
order  was  made  for  the  payment  of  £20  from  the  sequestered 
rectory  of  Watford  to  the  maintenance  of  the  minister  of  St. 
Stephen's,  near  St  Albans.  Mr.  Lever  was  not  very  justly 
treated,  for  some  of  the  inhabitants,  having  petitioned  for  his 
appointment,  refused  to  pay  him.  "  May  21st,  1647. — Whereas 
Mr.  Lever,  a  godly  orthodox  divine,  hath  been  by  this  Com- 
mittee placed  in  the  gift  of  St.  Stephen's,  near  St.  Albans,  in 
the  county  of  Hertford,  and  by  that  order  authorized  to  receive 
and  take  all  the  tithes  and  other  profits  belonging  to  that 
curacy  for  his  paynes  of  officiating  there ;  and  whereas  this 
Committee  is  now  informed  that  some  of  the  parishioners  of 
the  said  parish  do  subtract  and  withhold  from  him  the  glebe 
lands,  and  churchyard,  with  their  tithes  and  other  duties 
belonging  to  the  said  church ;  it  is  therefore  ordered  that  the 
said  parishioners  do  forthwith  deliver  unto  the  said  Mr.  Lever 
the  possession  of  the  said  glebe  land  and  churchyard,  and  to 
satisfy  him  for  the  profits  thereof  for  the  time  past,  as  also  for 
the  arrears  of  the  tithes  and  other  duties  unjustly  detained  by 
them  from  the  said  Mr.  Lever."  It  would  appear  from  this 
that  Mr.  Starr  kept  possession  of  the  glebe.  On  the  same  day 
a  committee  was  appointed  "to  assist  Mr.  Lever  in  collecting 
the  tithes  and  to  certify  the  names  of  those  that  refuse.     The 

>  B.  M.  Add.  MSS.,  1W70,  fol.  41,  104. 
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committee  were1  W.  Holies,  Nicholas  Rolph,  Mr.  Coles,  Richard 
Doncomb,  Edmund  Boyden,  gentlemen;  Henry  Kentish,  John 
Belden,  John  Warren,  Edmund  Dell,  Timothy  Skeales,  yeomen 
of  the  said  parish."  Mr.  Lever  was  probably  connected  by 
parentage  with  the  celebrated  Puritan  divine,  Thomas  Lever, 
and  he  seems  to  have  had  relatives  in  St.  Stephen's  parish,  for 
we  find  among  the  burials  that  of  "James  Leaver,  son  of 
Thomas  Leaver  of  St  Bonnets  Sherhoy,  London,  and  Catherine 
his  wife,  August  17th,  1620." 

Richard  Lever  did  not  remain  more  than  four  years  at  St. 
Stephens,  for  in  1650  the  commissioners  appointed  by  Parlia- 
ment to  inquire  touching  church-livings  report  that  "Mr. 
Robert  Sadler,  of  Sopwell,  has  the  presentation ;  that  there  is 
no  present  incumbent,  but  the  cure  is  supplied  by  one  Stmon 
Smyth,  who  was  never  presented,  but  thrust  himself  in  there 
of  his  own  authority.  That  the  value  of  the  living  is  £30 
per  an"*  We  find  this  Symon  Smyth  (or  Smeath)  at  Weston 
before  1642,  when  he  left,  and  afterwards  at  Walkern,  whence 
he  was  ejected  in  1660.  He  was  probably  grandson  of  Simon 
Smith,  curate  of  Hadham  Magna,  1531, 8  a  Protestant.  At  St. 
Stephen's  he  was  followed  by  Edward  Withnell,  M.A. 
(appointed  by  Sir  Ralph  Sadler),  who  is  described  in  the 
"  Acta"  of  the  Archdeaconry  as  a  Ncmconformist  in  1662,  and 
side  by  side  with  him  Mr.  Lovell  as  in  the  same  year  presented 
but  not  yet  instituted.  Mr.  Lovell  became  the  conforming 
vicar.  Edward  Withnell  was  ejected  by  the  Act  of  Unifor- 
mity in  1662. 

Bordering  upon  St  Stephens,  but  in  the  parish  of  Watford, 
is  Garston,  mentioned  in  the  following  registrations  under  the 
Declaration  of  Indulgence  1672 : — 

"The  house  of  John  Marsh,  of  Qarston,  in  Hertfordshire, 
licensed  September  5th,  1672." 

"  Licence  to  Jeremiah  Froysell,  of  Oarston,  in  Hertfordshire, 
to  be  a  Presbyterian  teacher  in  the  house  of  John  Marsh, 
September  5th."  4 

The  following  are  two  registrations  of  places  of  religious 

•  Add.  M8S.,  15671,  foL  426.  •  Cooper,  "  Ath.  Cant  "  i.  44. 

*  Iambeth  MSS.,  Pari.  Survey,  vol.  x.j  «   R.O.  Charles    II.  Domestic  Entry 
IflDtdowne  MS8.,  459.                                   Book,  vol.  xxxviii. 
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worship  of  Nonconformists  in  this  parish  under  the  Toleration 
Act:— 

"(a)  We  whose  hands  are  hereunto  subscribed  do  declare 
that  the  house  of  Thomas  Matthews,  of  Coney  St.,  in  the  parish 
of  St.  Stephen's,  county  Hertford,  is  designed  for  a  public  meet- 
ing for  the  Baptists  to  solemnize  the  worship  of  Almighty  God; 
in  testimony  whereof  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands,  March 
19th,  1713-14,  John  Cook,  minister;  John  King,  Joseph  Cole- 
man, Thomas  Foster,  Geo.  Topping,  Daniel  Cox," 

"  (b)  This  is  to  certifie  whom  it  may  concern  that  there  is 
a  meeting  holden  by  the  Independents  at  James  Ewer's,  of 
Mill  House,  in  the  parish  of  St  Stephen's,  in  Herts."  1 

We  have  already  spoken  of  the  Puritan  ministers  at  Si 
Michael's  under  the  patronage  of  the  pious  and  learned  Lady 
St.Michael'b  Anne  Bacon,  and  during  the  long  incumbency  of 
Church.  Thomas  Wethered,  who  was  instituted  to  this  parish 
in  1549  by  William  East,  and  who  continued  to  hold  the  living 
till  his  death  in  1591.  We  have  already  had  evidence  showing 
what  manner  of  man  he  was;  and  in  1588  we  find  in  the 
"Acta"  the  following  report3:  "St.  Michael's,  Mr.  Thomas 
Wetherhead,  of  no  degree,  resident  there.  He  is  a  man  of 
80  years,  or  thereabouts,  and  never  preaches."  The  state  of 
the  parish  is  thus  described  by  the  parishioners  themselves : 
"We  have  always  lived  without  ordinary  preaching  until, 
within  these  five  years,  through  the  godly  endeavours  of  Lady 
Bacon,  and  at  her  charge,  we  enjoyed  Mr.  Dyke,  who  hath 
Puritan  ^)een  Pa^u^ an<*  profitable  both  in  life  and  doctrine." 
ministers  The  "  Acta"  describe  Thos.  Wetherhead  as  ctgrotus 
ere,  o   .   .^   ^ggg^  g^  n&me   jjr#  Ames  and  Mr.  William 

Preston3  as  officiating.  William  and  Henry  Dell  and  William 
Ewer  are  among  the  parishioners  absenting  themselves  from 
the  Communion  when  Thomas  Wethered  officiated  in  1584. 
John  Penry,  the  Puritan  martyr,  passed  through  St.  Albans, 

1  Archd.  of  St.  Albans, "  Testamentary  Preston,  bapt.  1  Apr.,  1592  : "  "  William 

Acta/'  vol.  B,  at  Somerset  House.  Preston,  St.  Michael's,"  signs  in  1593  ; 

3  The  document  quoted  is  in  St.  Albans  "Elizabeth,   daughter  of   Mr.  William 

Abbey.  Preston,  bapt.  2  Dec.,  1599,"  signed  by 

3  In  the  Transcripts  of  St.  Michael's  Erasmus  Cooke ;  again,  "  John,  the  son 

registers  (in  the  Abbey)  we  find  the  fol-  of  Erasmus  Cooke,  minister,  bapt  16 

lowing :  "  Mary,  daughter  of  Mr.  William  March,  1600." 
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and  though  he  "  lodged  at  the  sign  of  the  Christopher/'  he  was 
entertained  kindly  by  one  of  Mr.  Dyke's  hearers  at  St.  Michael's, 
John  Clark.    Percival  Wyborne,  who  had  been  suspended  from 
preaching  at  Rochester,  also  preached  here,  as  did  Humphry 
Wylblud,  who  had  been  silenced  in  Rutland,  and  afterwards 
at  Redbourne.     William  Dyke  was  here  about  five  years,  and 
through  his  preaching  the  people  became  "  diligent  hearers  of 
God's  Word,  willing  to  do  any  service  to  our  prince,  ready  to  dis- 
tribute to  the  poor.   But  now  that  our  preacher  is  suspended,  we 
are  as  sheep  without  a  shepherd."   The  old  Mr.  Wetherhead  died 
in  1591,  and  was  followed  by  Erasmus  Cooke,  BJL,  with  whom 
Mr.  Humphry  Wylblud  is  named  as  coneioriator,  or  preacher, 
of  whom  it  is  reported  "he  neither  appeared  nor  sent  any 
letters  of  orders,  or  any  other  instruments  to  be  seen,  notwith- 
standing he  was  lawfidly  warned  thereto."    Such  is  all  the 
"Acta"  tell  us  about  him.    In  1594-5  the  following  report  of 
the  parish  was  sent  to  the  Bishop :  "  St.  Michael's,  a  vicarage, 
patron,  the  Lady  Anne  Bacon,  widow,  valued  at  £10  15a. 
Erasmus  Cooke,  the  incumbent,  B.A.,  resident,  a  preacher. 
Communicants  about  260.    Men  of  special  note.    No  recu- 
sants."    Cooke  was  deprived  in  1607,  and  was  followed  by 
Zephaniah  Besouth,  MA.,  who  remained  till  his  death  in  1616. 
Next  came  Abraham  Spencer,  who  had  been  curate  under  Roger 
Williams  at  St.  Peter's  in  1613,  and  who  was  a  native  of  St. 
Albans,  for  his  baptism  is  thus  recorded  in  the  Abbey  register : 
"  1580,  16th  September.    Baptized  Abraham  Spencer,  son  of 
William  Spencer."    He  was  a  pluralist,  and  held  the  vicarage 
of  Idlestree,  or  Elstree,  six  miles  away,  together   with  St. 
Michael's.    He  had  to  contribute  a  cordet  for  St.  Michael's, 
and  a  caJLyver  for  Idlestree,  in  1620.     He  remained  here  till 
his  sequestration  in  1643,  and  lived  to  be  restored  at  the 
bringing  back  of  Charles  II.  in  1660.    Walker  names  him  thus 
in  his  u  Sufferings  of  the  Clergy  " 1 :  "He  was  turned  out  about 
the  beginning  of  the  troubles,  and  not  so  much  as  permitted  to 
keep  a  reading-schooL     He  was  a  person  whom  malice  itself 
would  blush   to  accuse  of  any  vice.    He  lived  to  see  His 
Majesty's  return ;  but,  having  lost  his  senses,  was  uncapable  of 
subscribing  at  Bartholomew  Day,  1662.    Whereupon  John 

>  Part  II,  p.  865. 
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Cole,  M.A.,  afterwards  Archdeacon  of  St.  Albans,  was  admitted 
to  St  Michael's,  March  3rd  that  year,  and  Idlestree  was  bestowed 
upon  Arnold  Spencer,  M.A.,  who  was  admitted  to  it,  I  find, 
May  25th,  1663,  per  mortem  Abr.  Spencer,  at  which  time  he 
had  been  very  lately  dead." 

This  is  Walker's  account ;  but  we  have  the  record  of  the 
Minutes  of  the  Committee  for  removing  scandalous  ministers 
and  providing  for  those  unjustly  plundered,  giving  a  somewhat 
different  report.  It  is  distinctly  stated  that  "the  rectory  of 
St.  Michael's  was  sequestered  by  order  of  this  Committee  from 
Abraham  Spencer  for  several  miadeTnearwurs"  His  congre- 
gation at  St.  Michael's  was  leavened  with  Puritanism,  and  an 
inventory  of  the  church  furniture  names,  besides  the  hour-glass, 
"  Item :  two  great  Bibles."  It  appears  that  George  Newton* 
M.A.,  of  the  Abbey  Church,  was  also  nominated  to  St.  Michael's, 
for  we  find  an  order,  December  6th,  1645,  that  "  Mr.  Newton, 
to  whom  the  church  of  St.  Michael  in  St.  Albans  is  sequestered, 
do  appear  on  December  16th  next  to  show  cause  wherefore  he 
relinquished  the  cure  of  the  said  church."1  And  again,  Decern- 
John  Lesley  ^  25^»  *645'  "ordered  that  the  rectory  of  St. 
minister,  '  Michael's  shall  stand  sequestered  to  the  use  of  John 
Lesley,  Master  of  Arts,  and  minister  of  the  Word." 
On  April  4th,  1646,  it  was  ordered  that  "  Mr.  Thomas  Meautis, 
Bait.,  W.  Weston,  Esq.,  Henry  Smith,  Robert  Crossfield,  and 
John  Waller,  or  any  three  of  them  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
authorized  to  sequester  the  profits  of  the  vicarage  of  St.  Michaels 
sequestered  to  the  use  of  John  Lesley,  minister  of  the  Word, 
to  collect  and  cause  to  be  collected  all  tithes,  profits,  eta,  of 
the  said  vicarage,  and  pay  and  deliver  the  same  to  Mr.  Lesley, 
as  they  shall  from  time  to  time  become  due  and  payable." 
This  John  Lesley  is  also  described  as  "  a  godly  and  orthodox 
divine,"  and  was  appointed  to  St  Michael's  December  25th, 
1645.  The  Commissioners  appointed  by  Parliament  to  inquire 
touching  church  livings  report  concerning  St.  Michael's,  "  He 
who  supplies  the  cure  is  John  Lesley  (or  Lastley),  clerk,  by 
order  of  the  Committee  for  Plundered  Ministers,  it  being 
sequestered  from  one  Abraham  Spencer,  clerk,  it  being  worth 
£40  per  annum"    We  find  John  Lesley's  signature  to  the 

»  B.M.  Add.  MSS.,  15669,  f  ol.  220  b,  238  b. 
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petition  of  the  Herts  ministers  in  1646,  praying  for  "the 
setting  tip  of  government  according  to  our  covenant."  And 
in  the  Abbey  Register  there  is  a  marriage  entry  signed 
"by  me,  John  Lashiey,  preacher  of  God's  Word  at  St 
Michael's,  16th  December,  1652."  A  new  register  was  pro- 
vided at  St.  Michael's  during  his  ministry,  inscribed  thus: 
"  The  Register  of  the  parish,  bought  of  Richard  Williams, 
Stationer,  St.  Albans ;  Robert  Crossfield  and  Mr.  Skeale  being 
then  churchwardens."  It  begins  thus :  "  We,  whose  names  are 
hereunto  written  parishioners  of  the  parish  of  St.  Michael's, 
have  made  choice  of  Mr.  William  Arnold  this  21st  day  of 
September  to  be  the  parish  Register,  according  to  the  late 
Act  of  Parliament" l 

In  this  Register  we  find  the  following  record  of  Mr.  John 
Lesley's  death : — "  1656-7,  April,  Mr.  John  Lesley,  minister, 
buried  ye  20th  day."     Afterwards  the  names  of  several  minis- 
ters occur  as  officiating  at  marriages — Mr.  Abraham  Spencer, 
February    1658,    October    1659,  January    1660;     Mr.  John 
Retchford,  of  St.  Peter's,.  November  1659,  August  2nd,  1660. 
We  have  also  in  this  book  the  entry  of  "a  burial  at  St.  Stephen's 
by  Mr.  Partridge,  January  24th,  1662,  and  by  Mr.  Levers, 
February  12th,  1662."    It  seems  that   Nathanael   Partridge 
officiated  at  St.  Michael's  after  Mr.  Lesley's  death  until  1660, 
when  Abraham  Spencer  was  restored.     In  the  "Acta"  of  the 
Archdeaconry  Abraham   Spencer  is  named  as  vicar  of  St. 
Michael's  October  16th,  1662 ;  but  he  was  then,  as  Walker 
himself  tells  us,  quite  imbecile.     The  following  is  the  register 
of  his  burial  in  St.  Michael's:    "20th  February,  1662-3.  Mr. 
Abraham  Spencer,  our  minister,  at  the  age  of  fower  score  and 
fower  years  and  upwards,  buried  by  Mr.  Carter."    "  Sarah,  wife 
of  Abraham  Spencer,  buried  29th  August,  1663."    Newcourt 
says  that  John  Cole  was  appointed  in  1663,  "  by  reason  of  the 
non-subscription  of  the  last  vicar,"  meaning  Nathanael  Part- 
ridge.    We  find  the  name  of  "  Edward  Carter,  master  of  the 
school  at  St.  Albans,  and  curate  of  St.  Michael's,"  among  sig- 

1  It  to  signed,  John  Lesley,  minister ;  William   Moores,  John  Gape,  Thomas 

%arT  Smith,  elder ;  James  Dell,  senior;  Goldsmith,    John    Wethered,    Richard 

4me*   Pell,  junior;    Nathaniel  Ewer,  Young,   John   Waller,    Richard   Wild, 

keorr  Smith,  junior  ;  John  Green  win,  Robert  Long,  Joseph  Francis,  William 

^Licbm    Borse,    W.    Kentish,   Joseph  Skeale,    William     Blitheman,    Gabriel 

Wethered    G&orge  Bdlin,  John  Longe,  Simpson. 
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natures  to  the  following,  August  20th,  1662:  "I  do  declare 
that  it  is  unlawful  upon  any  pretence  whatever  to  take  up 
arms  against  the  King,  and  I  do  abhor  that  traitorous  position 
of  taking  arms  by  his  authority  against  his  person.  And  I 
will  conform  to  the  Liturgy  of  the  Church  of  England  as  it  is 
now  by  law  established,  and  I  hold  no  obligation  upon  me 
from  the  oath  called  The  Solemn  League  and  Covenant" 

In  the  parishes  of  St.  Albans,  whose  history  we  have  been 
considering,  the  thirty  years  of  prelatic  rule  preceding  the 
changes  of  1642  present,  both  in  ministry  and  in  morals,  a 
striking  contrast  with  the  period  of  the  Commonwealth.  The 
sway  of  Archbishop  Whitgift  had  been  tyrannical,  but  strict 
moral  discipline  was  enforced  by  many  of  his  clergy.  During 
the  sway  of  the  Romanizing  Laud  we  have  imposition  of 
ceremonies,  the  communion-tables  transformed  into  altars, 
bowings,  crossings,  vestments,  and  gestures,  preaching  dis- 
countenanced ;  and  besides  all  this,  the  "  Book  of  Sports  "  read 
in  every  parish,  enforcing  games,  dancing  of  men  or  women, 
archery,  leaping,  vaulting,  and  such-like  recreations  on  Sundays 
after  morning  service;  May-games,  Whitsun-ales,  morrice- 
dances,  or  other  sports,  without  impediment  of  Divine  service. 
Drunkenness  and  licentiousness  become  the  order  of  the  day  ; 
the  roughs  of  the  town  (as  we  should  now  call  them)  have 
their  full  swing,  and  are  found  with  the  clergy  on  their  side, 
ridiculing  sober  and  quiet  God-fearing  folk  as  "  Puritans"  and 
"  Pharisees/'  Men  and  women  are  summoned,  and  threatened 
with  penance  or  penalties  if  they  will  not  kneel  at  the  com- 
munion, or  refuse  the  cross  in  baptism.  As  to  the  clergy,  those 
who  decline  the  ceremonies,  or  refuse  to  put  rails  about  the 
communion-table,  or  to  read  the  "  Book  of  Sports,"  however 
holy  and  devout  their  lives,  are  deprived,  silenced,  exiled, 
driven  to  Holland  or  New  England ;  the  rest,  who  are  ready 
to  conform,  together  with  those  put  in  the  places  of  the  silenced, 
are  secure,  however  incompetent  they  may  otherwise  be.  Here, 
in  St.  Albans,  were  four  conformists — John  Browne  of  the 
Abbey,  1627—1643;  Anthony  Smith  of  St  Peter's,  1628— 
1644;  John  Starr  of  St.  Stephen's,  1617—1642;  Abraham 
Spencer  of  St.  Michael's,  1617 — 1643,  men  after  Laud's  own 
heart ;  and  when  opportunity  comes,  their  own  congregations, 
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their  own  parishioners,  acquiesce  in  their  dismissal ;  nay,  petition 
for  their  removal.  In  the  case  of  the  St.  Peter's  parson,  the 
very  petition  has  come  down  to  us ;  and  in  the  others,  pro- 
ceedings were  taken  against  them  at  the  instance  of  their  own 
parishioners.  "Let  the  world  know,"  says  Richard  Baxter, 
"that  these  ministers  whom  we  succeeded  were  cast  out  by 
the  secular  power,  and  that  tlie  people  of  each  parish  were  the 
accusers,  witnesses,  and  solicitors  of  the  cause,  who  begged  for 
deliverance,  and  a  better  ministry,  as  it  concerned  the  benefit 
of  their  souls."1  Their  sequestration  was  decided,  moreover, 
not  by  a  committee  far  off,  but  by  one  composed  of  the  respect- 
able citizens  of  St.  Albans,  sitting  in  St.  Albans  itself.  In  their 
place  come  "learned  orthodox  divines,"  "painful"  (i.e.  pains- 
taking) "  preachers/'  and,  what  is  more,  men  of  piety  and  the 
fear  of  God,  advocates  of  temperance,  eminent  in  prayer,  pastors 
who  visit  the  sick  and  needy,  firm  in  their  allegiance  to  Christ 
and  truth,  stern  in  rebuking  vice,  but  withal  men  of  com- 
passion. Under  their  influence  St.  Albans  became  during  the 
Commonwealth  a  centre  of  light,  and  a  power  for  good  in  the 
county,  and  the  piety  and  virtue  of  her  citizens  then  are  still 
witnessed  in  the  religious  zeal  of  the  Christian  communities, 
Congregational  and  Baptist,  which  then  arose,  in  the  pious 
expressions  of  Christian  faith  and  hope  inscribed  on  tomb- 
stones, and  in  the  bequests  for  the  relief  of  poverty,  for  the 
education  of  children,  for  the  preaching  of  Christ's  Gospel  on 
certain  Sundays  in  the  year,  traceable  to  those  whom  the 
Commonwealth  nurtured,  or  who  died  in  the  course  of  it. 
Baxter  says,  in  1656,  "  I  do  not  believe  that  ever  England  had 
ao  noble  and  faithful  a  ministry  since  it  was  a  nation,  as  it 
hath  at  this  time.  Sure  I  am  the  change  is  so  great  within 
these  twelve  years,  that  it  is  one  of  the  greatest  joys  that  I 
ever  had  in  the  world  to  behold  it."  The  standard  of  piety 
and  morals,  of  justice  and  liberty,  realized  during  the  Com- 
monwealth, but  ruthlessly  subverted  upon  the  Restoration,  is 
one  still  ahead  of  us.  The  lives  of  ministers  and  of  people 
then  lived,  so  far  as  they  have  come  down  to  us — for  piety, 
learning,  zeal,  and  fortitude — put  us  even  in  this  day  to  shame, 
and  present  to  us  a  goal  both  in  Church  and  State  still  beyond 

1  Baxter's  Apology  for  the  Nonconformitt  Miniitry,  p.  78. 
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us,  a  goal  fitly  summed  up  in  the  commendation  of  the  text, 
"  Ye  did  right  in  my  sight,  in  proclaiming  liberty,  every  man 
to  his  neighbour."    Let  us  emulate  their  example,  and  do  our 
part  to  unite  order  and  progress,  liberty  and  the  fear  of  God. 
The  following  lists  embody  the  result  of  our  investigations:— 

St.  Peter's. 
Monastic  Rule.      Henry  Borwashe,  1420. 
John  Beule. 
Richard  Chapman. 

Robert  Chauntry,  December  20th,  1461. 
James  Waleys,  1477. 
John  Maynwaring,  1480. 
John  Mymme,  February  27th,  1486. 
Henry  VHI.  Edward  Smith. 

Mary.  Nicholas  Savage,  1557. 

Elizabeth.  (John  Pyryn,  not  named  in  the  "Acta").    P.  Henry 

Bestney,  Curate,  1562. 
George  Boreman,  1574 — 1583. 
Thomas  Holden,  1584—1588. 
William  Moore,  1589—1592. 
Roger  Williams,  BJX,  of  the  Abbey,  1592—1626. 

Curates.    John  Partington,  MJL,  1594, 
Nicholas  Hall,  1600. 
James  I.  Hamilton  Marshall,  1602. 

Cadwallader  Morgan,  1605. 
Samuel  Layshaw,  1608. 
John  Parker,  1609. 
Abraham  Spencer,  1613. 
Henry  Home,  1617. 
John  Drew,  1622. 
P.  Nicholl,  1624. 
Charles  I.  William  Isaacson,  1626—1628. 

Anthony  Smith,  1628—1642. 
Commonwealth.    Robert  Tirling,  1644:— 1645. 

William  Retchford,  1647—1659. 
William  Haworth,  1660,  ejected. 
Charles  H.  (John  Retchford,  M.A.,  conformist,  1662.) 

St.  Stephen's. 
Monastic  Rule.      John  Grill,  died  1449. 

Edmund  Norton,  resigned  1468. 
Thomas  Alwyn,  1468— 147a 
Edmund  Norton  again,  1473—1476. 
James  Fisher,  1476. 
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Henry  VHE.  John  Turberville,  died  1536. 

Elizabeth.  Robert  Phillippes,  1557—1570. 

George  Wetherall,  of  the  Abbey  Church,  1570—1574. 

Richard  Lightfoote,  1574—1617. 
James  I.  John  Starr,  1617—1642. 

Commonwealth.     Mr.  Chappell. 

Richard  Lever,  M.A.,  1646—1649. 

Simon  Smyth,  1650. 

Edward  Withnell,  ejected  in  1662. 
Charles  II.  (Mr.  Benjamin  Lovell,  conformist.) 

St.  Michael's. 

Monastic  Rule.      William  Pope.     Reg.  Wheathamsted,  ii.,  83,  84. 

John  Garnet  (formerly  a  poor  boy),  15th  April,  1469. 
Elizabeth.  Thomas  Wetherhead,  1557—1591. 

Robert  Johnson. 
Mr.  Ames,  1586. 
Mr.  William  Preston,  1586, 
William  Dyke,  concionator,  1587 — 1591. 
Erasmus  Cooke,  B.A.,  1591—1607. 

Humphry  Wylblud,  concwtiatw-. 
James  L  Zephaniah  Besouth,  M.A.,  1608—1617. 

Abraham  Spencer,  1617—1643. 
Commonwealth.     George  Newton,  M.A.,  1644. 
John  Lesley,  1645-1656. 
Nathanael  Partridge,  1657—1660,  ejected. 
Charles  H.  (Abraham  Spencer  again,  conformist) 


IX. 

THE  EJECTED  MINISTERS  OF   1662  :  NATHANAEL  PARTRIDGE, 
W-ILLIAM  HAWORTH,  DR.  EDMIJND  STAUNTON. 

"  This  is  acceptable,  if  for  conscience  toward  God  a  man  endureth  grief*, 
suffering  wrongfully.*1— I  Peter  iii.  19. 

TO  pass  in  our  annals  from  the  Commonwealth  to  the 
Restoration  is  to  pass  from  light  to  darkness,  from  virtue 
Changes  to  vice,  from  religious  liberty  to  persecution.  Upon 
iteration,  the  death  of  01iv<>r  Cromwell  the  Protectorate  fell 
1660.  '  into  incompetent  hands.  His  son  Richard,  though 
a  good  man,  was  feeble,  and  never  really  assumed  the  reins  of 
government.  Parliament  wavered,  and  whispers  grew  louder 
and  louder  of  bringing  back  Charles  Stuart.  The  powerful 
body  of  Presbyterians  talked  of  setting  up  again  the  Covenant, 
and  vainly  imagined  they  could  go  back  to  1648  without  going 
back  to  1640.  The  Royalist  and  Prelatic  party  began  to  lift 
up  their  heads ;  Charles  was  ready  to  promise  anything,  and 
did  pledge  himself  to  his  unsuspecting  Presbyterian  friends. 
But  when  he  came,  all  his  fair  promises  he  flung  to  the  winds. 
Vain,  unprincipled,  drunken,  dissolute,  he  had  nothing  in 
common  with  Christian  people.  The  re  -  establishment  of 
prelacy,  the  restoration  of  the  scandalous  clergy,  the  opening 
of  the  floodgates  of  profligacy  throughout  the  land, — these  were 
his  congenial  policy,  these  his  appropriate  acts.  The  clouds 
gathered,  the  sun  was  hidden,  the  storm  returned,  and  Crom- 
well's rule,  rich  in  liberty,  rich  in  virtue,  rich  in  reforms, 
rich  in  suggestions,  was  supplanted  by  one,  under  the  second 
Charles,  rich  only  in  brutality  and  baseness,  a  brutality  and 
baseness  which  began  by  cowardly  and  impotent  outrage  upon 
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the  corpses  of  Cromwell,  John  Bradshaw,  Pym,  Ireton,  and 
Cromwell's  mother,  and  consummated  its  vengeance  by  driv- 
ing the  Commonwealth  ministers  from  their  pulpits  to  out- 
lawry or  to  prison,  forbidding  honest  men  to  worship  God 
according  to  their  conscience,  and  thus  silencing  the  voice 
of  virtue  and  piety  in  many  places  throughout  the  land. 

For  proof  of  this  we  need  not  go  beyond  our  county  of 
Hertford  itself;  nay,  our  small  city  of  St.  Albans  is  not 
without  its  evidence.  The  wavering  of  the  Parlia-  Qenetal 
ment  and  the  Presbyterians  is  well  illustrated .  in  Monk  at 
the  incident  of  the  coming  of  General  Monk  with 
his  troops  into  the  town,  and  his  message  desiring  the  with- 
drawal of  the  Parliament  regiments  as  he  marched  on  to 
London.  "  This  day,  January  28th,  1660,1  the  general  arrived  at 
St.  Albans,  where  he  was  besieged  with  numerous  addresses 
from  other  counties  praying  for  the  restoring  of  the  secluded 
members.  He  arrived  about  noon  in  the  same  coach  with  the 
Parliament's  commissioners,  attended  by  two  regiments  of  foot 
and  one  of  horse.  His  headquarters  is  likely  to  continue  at 
St.  Albans  till  toward  the  latter  end  of  the  week,  and  then  his 
whole  army  will  be  rendezvoused  at  Barnet.  To-morrow  being 
the  Lord's  Day,  Mr.  Peters  is  to  preach  before  his  lordship. 
General  Monk,  among  the  rest  of  his  interruptions  at  St  Albans, 
was  troubled  with  a  long  fast-sermon  from  Hugh  Peters.  Here 
we  spent  one  day  extraordinary  at  the  church  (i.e.  the  Abbey 
church),  the  famous  Hugh  Peters,  Mr.  Lee  of  Hatfield,  and 
another,  carrying  on  the  work  of  the  day,  which  was  a  fast. 
Peters  [tall  and  thin,  active  and  sprightly,  forcible  in  his 
language]  supererogated,  and  prayed  a  long  prayer  ?  hPeter8 
in  the  general's  quarters  too  at  night.  As  to  his  in  the 
sermon  he  managed  it  with  some  dexterity.  His  7' 
text  was  Psalm  cvii.  7,  He  led  them  forth  by  the  right  way, 
that  they  might  go  to  the  city  where  they  dwelt.  With  his 
fingers  on  the  cushion  he  measured  the  right  way  from  the 
Red  Sea  through  the  wilderness  to  Canaan,  told  us  it  was  not 
forty  days'  march ;  but  God  led  Israel  forty  years  through  the 
wilderness  before  they  came  thither;  yet  this  was  still  the 
Lard's  right  way  who  led  His  people  crincledum  and  crancle- 

i  Kennet's  "Register,"  86. 
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dam.  And  he  particularly  descanted  upon  the  lives  of  the 
patriarchs,  how  they  journeyed  up  and  down,  though  there 
were  promises  of  blessing  and  rest  to  them.  Then  he  reviewed 
our  civil  wars,  our  intervals  of  peace,  and  fresh  distractions, 
and  hopes  of  rest  But  though  the  Lord's  people  (he  said) 
were  not  yet  come  to  the  city  of  habitation,  He  was  still 
leading  them  on  the  right  way,  how  dark  soever  His  dispen- 
sations might  appear  to  us."  Little  did  honest  Hugh  Peters 
imagine  that  within  a  twelvemonth  he  would  himself  suffer  as 
a  regicide  on  the  gallows  at  Charing  Cross.  This  was  a  dis- 
pensation darker  than  he  had  in  mind.  But  so  it  was.  When 
Charles  II.  was  restored,  in  spite  of  his  promise  of  a  general 
pardon,  Hugh  Peters  with  others  was  brought  up  for  trial  on 
the  charge  of  having  taken  part  in  the  execution  of  Charles  I. 
The  charge  was  without  foundation,  yet  he  was  condemned. 
In  the  Tower  he  wrote  a  very  touching  treatise  entitled,  "  A 
Dying  Father's  Last  Legacy  to  an  Only  Child."  In  this  he 
gives  a  sketch  of  his  life,  and  declares,  "  I  never  had  hand  in 
contriving  or  acting  his  (the  king's)  death,  but  the  contrary,  to 
my  mean  power." 

The  following  is  the  story  of  his  execution.    He  was  carried 
on  a  sledge  from  Newgate  to  Charing  Cross,  and  was  made 
Hiaexecu-  first  to  witness  the  execution  of  Mr.  Cook,  the 
tlon*  former  solicitor-general,   who  also   suffered   as  a 

regicide.  A  person  now  came  forward  calling  upon  him  in 
a  tone  of  great  severity  to  repent  the  hand  he  had  in  the  death 
of  the  king;  but  he  replied,  "Friend,  you  do  not  well  to 
trample  upon  the  feelings  of  a  dying  man.  You  are  greatly 
mistaken,  I  had  nothing  to  do  in  the  death  of  the  king." 
When  Mr.  Cook  was  cut  down  and  brought  to  be  quartered, 
the  hangman  was  commanded  to  bring  Mr.  Peters  near,  that 
he  might  witness  the  horrid  spectacle.  Rubbing  his  bloody 
hands  together  the  hangman  said,  "How  do  you  like  this, 
Mr.  Peters  ?"  to  which  Peters  replied,  "  I  thank  God  I  am  not 
terrified  at  it,  you  may  do  your  worst."  As  he  was  about  to 
die  he  gave  a  piece  of  gold  to  a  friend  for  his  daughter,  as  a 
token  of  love  from  her  dying  father,  and  to  tell  her  "  his  heart 
was  as  full  of  comfort  as  it  could  be,  and  that  before  that  piece 
should  come  into  her  hands  he  should  be  with  Ood  in  glory." 
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He  suffered  on  October  16th,  1660,  aged  sixty-one  years,  and 
his  bead  was  set  upon  a  pole  on  London  Bridge.  Thus  died 
the  Independent  minister  who  preached  before  Monk  and  his 
soldiers  in  St.  Albans  Abbey  eight  months  before.  As  to  the 
other  minister  named  as  present  at  that  memorable  service 
in  St  Albans, — Mr.  Richard  Lee,  of  Hatfield, — he  was  simply 
a  turncoat.  He  conformed  in  1662,  retained  his .  living  at 
Hatfield,  and  died  in  1684,  aged  seventy-three.  Dr.  Wilde, 
the  Nonconformist,  has  a  poem  upon  Lee,  entitled  "The  Re- 
cantation of  a  Penitent  Proteus ;  or,  The  Changeling  in  the 
Pulpit"     We  extract  the  following  stanzas : — 

"  Three  times  already  I  have  turned  my  coat, 
Three  times  already  I  have  changed  my  note. 
I'll  make  it  four,  and  four-and-twenty  more,         jrf  Lee/*6* 
And  turn  the  compass  round,  ere  I'll  give  o'er. 

"  From  Hatfield  to  St.  Albans  I  did  ride, 
The  Army  called  for  me  to  be  their  guide ; 
There  I  so  spurM  her,  that  I  made  her  fling 
Not  only  dirt  but  blood  upon  my  king. 

"  My  Cambridge  sins,  my  Bugden  sins  are  vile, 
My  Essex  sins,  my  sins  in  Ely-isle. 
My  Leicester  sins,  my  Hatfield  sins  are  many, 
But  my  St.  Albans  sins  more  red  than  any. 

"  Take  from  my  neck  this  robe, — a  rope's  more  fit, 
And  turn  this  surplice  to  a  penance  sheet ; 
This  pulpit  is  too  good  to  act  my  part, — 
More  fit  to  preach  at  Tyburn  in  a  cart." 

Presbyterian  Royalism  brought  back  a  king  who  had  sworn 
allegiance  to  the  Covenant,  and  in  the  Breda  Declaration  pro- 
mised a  general  pardon  and  liberty  to  tender  consciences.  But 
within  a  few  months  innocent  men  were  accused,  sentenced, 
and  hanged  as  regicides,  and  an  Act  was  passed  according  to 
which  every  ecclesiastical  person  presented  to  any  ecclesiastical 
benefice  since  January  1642  shall  be  the  real  and  lawful 
incumbent.  Thus  hundreds  of  scandalous  clergy  were  at  once 
re-instated,  and  the  Commonwealth  ministers  turned  out  to 
make  way  for  them.  Character  was  not  thought  of,  RoyalisnT 
was  the  one  qualification  needful.  Nothing  was  to  be  seen  at 
Court,  says  Neal,1  but  "feasting,  hard  drinking,  revelling  and 

»  History  of  the  Puritans,  IV.,  Chapters  r.  and  ri. 
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amorous  intrigues ;  and  from  the  Court  the  contagion  spread 
like  wildfire  among  the  people.  The  old  clergy  sequestered 
for  scandal,  regaining  possession  of  the  livings,  were  intoxi- 
cated with  their  new  felicity,  and  threw  off  all  restraints  of 
their  order."  In  the  Savoy  Conference,  August  1661,  the  Puri- 
tans were  browbeaten,  and  in  Convocation  (November  21st), 
"  care  was  taken,"  says  Bishop  Burnet,  "  that  nothing  should 
be  altered  as  it  had  been  moved  by  the  Puritans,  for  it  was 
resolved  to  gratify  them  in  nothing."  The  oaths  imposed  were 
made  more  stringent,  and  the  language  of  the  Prayer-book  and 
rubric  retrograded  from  the  principles  of  the  Reformation. 
The  work  was  done  speedily  and  stealthily ;  and  on  Decem- 
ber 20th,  the  revised  Prayer-book  (as  we  still  have  it)  made 
more  sacerdotal,  was  adopted  and  subscribed  by  the  clergy  of 
both  Houses.  The  Act  of  Uniformity  received  the  Royal 
Assent  on  the  19th  of  May,  1662. 

This  Act  required  that  every  parson,  vicar,  or  other  minister 
whatsoever  enjoying  any  ecclesiastical  benefice  or  promotion, 
The  Act  of  sha-U,  in  the  church,  chapel,  or  place  of  public 
Uniformity,  worship  belonging  thereto,  upon  some  Lord's  Day 
before  the  feast  of  St.  Bartholomew  1662,  openly, 
publicly,  and  solemnly  declare  his  unfeigned  assent  and  con- 
sent to  all  and  everything  contained  and  prescribed  in  and  by 
the  book  entitled, "  The  Book  of  Common  Prayer  and  Adminis- 
tration of  the  Sacraments/1  If  he  neglect  or  refuse  to  do  the 
same  within  the  time  aforesaid,  he  shall  ipso  facto  be  deprived 
of  all  his  spiritual  promotions.  Further,  the  Act  demanded 
that  every  incumbent  not  episcopally  ordained  must  submit  to 
episcopal  ordination,  or  be  ipso  facto  deprived.  Here  was  a 
two-edged  sword  against  the  Commonwealth  ministers.  Even 
if  they  took  the  required  oath,  they  would  be  deprived  unless 
they  confessed  the  invalidity  of  their  orders,  and  submitted  to 
the  degradation  of  re-ordination  at  the  hands  of  a  state- 
appointed  hierarchy. 

Calamy  names  thirty-nine  ministers  in  the  county  of  Hert- 

Nnmber  of  ford  silenced  and  ejected  from  their  cures  in  1660 

S«st2d  in    an(^  16(552.     A  closer  examination  raises  the  number 

Hert*.        to  forty-four.    Besides  these  we  find  twenty-one 

ministers  who  had  laboured  in  Herts  silenced  elsewhere ;  and 
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fifteen  ministers  ejected  in  other  counties  who  came  to  live  in 
Herts,  and  suffered  under  the  subsequent  penal  laws,  the  Con- 
venticle and  the  Five  Mile  Acts. 

The  first  of  these  ejected  ministers  whom  we  name  in 
connection  with  St.  Albans  was  Nathanael  Partridge.  We 
have  already  found  him  signing  himself  "  Minister  nathanael 
of  the  Abbey  Parish,"  in  1657,  and  his  signature  *ab™««. 
frequently  occurs  in  the  Abbey  Register  about  this  date. 
Calamy  mentions  him  as  ejected  from  St.  Michael's  in  1662,  and 
we  find  his  name  occasionally  in  the  St.  Michael's  register 
after  the  death  of  John  Lesley,  and  before  the  re-admission  of 
Abraham  Spencer.  We  find  him  named  as  officiating  at  a 
burial  at  Si  Stephen's,  on  January  24th,  1662-3.  He  thus 
appears  as  connected  with  both  churches ;  but  his  position  at 
the  Abbey  is  vouched  for  by  the  designation  he  gives  himself 
Calamy  says,  "  I  suppose  he  was  of  St.  Michael's,  because  it 
appears  one  was  ejected  there  in  1662  from  Newcourt,  Rep. 
Eccles.,  i.  788,  where  we  have  this  entry,  John  Cole,  M.A., 
3rd  March,  1662-3,  per  Tionsubscriptioriem  uUvrrd  vicarii"  But 
we  know  that  Abraham  Spencer,  though  imbecile,  was  restored 
to  his  place  at  St  Michael's  in  1660,  and  that  John  Cole  came 
upon  his  death.  The  probability  is  that  Nathanael  Partridge 
was  not  vicar  of  St.  Michael's,  but  only  officiated  there  occa- 
sionally after  John  Lesley's  death  until  the  Restoration.  The 
name  Partridge  is  frequent  in  the  parish  registers  of  Hertford- 
shire, and  specially  in  the  Abbey  Register.  There  we  find 
what  seems  very  like  the  baptismal  register  of  our  noncon- 
forming minister  thus, — "  1610,  July  8th,  baptized,  Nathanael, 
son  of  Nathanael  Partridge."  This  date  answers  to  the  account 
'which  "Calamy  gives, — "  He  died  in  a  good  old  age,  August  6th, 
1684."1  He  was,  as  Calamy  also  tells  us,  a  Congregationalism 
and  in  the  Congregational  way  pastor  of  the  church  which  Job 
Tookey  had  formed.  It  is  related  of  him,  that  preaching  once 
at  St.  Albans  upon  those  words,  Rev.  iii.  18,  Anoint  thine  eyes 
with  eye-salve,  that  thou  mayest  see,  a  poor  man  that  was  as 
blind  in  mind  as  he  was  in  body,  went  afterwards  to  his  house, 

1  The  following  baptisms  of  his  chil-  ridge,  minister   of   the  Abbey  parish, 

dren  occur  in  the  Abbey  Register :  "  1657,  6th  April.— 1660,  Sept.  30th,  Elizabeth, 

Hatbanael,  son  of  Nathanael  Partridge,  daughter  of  Nathanael  Partridge,  mini- 

mfniTfttw  of  the  Abbey  church,  4th  May.  ster  of  the  Abbey  parish." 
— 1659,  Samuel,  son  of  Nathanael  Part- 
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and  asked  him  very  soberly  where  he  might  get  that  ointment 
to  cure  his  blindness.  Though  no  account  is  given  of  the 
conversation  that  ensued,  there  is  no  doubt  but  Mr.  Partridge 
improved  the  opportunity  for  convincing  the  man  of  his  igno- 
rance, and  referring  him  to  that  spiritual  light  of  which  his 
mind  was  hitherto  totally  destitute.  We  find  his  name  still  in 
the  "  Acta  "  of  the  archdeaconry,  the  transactions  of  which  had 
been  resumed  upon  the  return  of  the  king  and  the  re-establish- 
ment of  episcopacy,  thus, — "  St  Albans,  Mr.  Nathanael  Part- 
ridge; no  order  but  from  the  presbytery,  16th  October,  1662." 
Very  soon  after  this  date  he  was  silenced,  and  on  November  3rd, 
the  following  year,  the  name  of  Edward  Carter  appears  as  con- 
forming minister  of  the  Abbey  church.  A  considerable  number 
of  the  congregation  came  out  with  Mr.  Partridge,  and  held 
private  meetings  in  spite  of  the  persecuting  laws.  The  Con- 
TheConven-  venticle  Act  was  passed  two  years  after  the  Act  of 
tide  Act.  Uniformity,  in  order  if  possible  to  stop  these  meet- 
ings of  the  Nonconforming  ministers  with  their  flocks  who 
followed  them  out  of  the  churches.  It  enacts  that  "  if  any 
person  above  the  age  of  sixteen  after  July  1st,  1664,  shall  be 
present  at  any  meeting  under  colour  of  any  exercise  of  religion 
in  other  manner  than  is  allowed  by  the  established  Liturgy, 
where  shall  be  five  or  more  persons  than  the  household,  they 
shall  for  the  first  offence  suffer  three  months'  imprisonment,  for 
the  second  offence  six  months'  imprisonment,  and  for  the  third 
offence  banishment  to  the  American  plantations  for  seven 
years;  and  in  case  they  return,  or  make  their  escape,  such 
persons  are  to  be  adjudged  felons,  and  suffer  death  without 
benefit  of  clergy."  Justices  of  the  peace  were  empowered  to 
break  up  all  a  unlawful  conventicles,"  and  to  take  into  custody 
such  of  their  number  as  they  should  think  fit.  This  was  the 
scourge  which  it  was  deemed  necessary  to  put  in  force  against 
the  Nonconforming  laity,  and  by  it  the  jails  were  quickly 
filled  with  Protestant  Dissenters.  So  severe  was  the  conduct 
of  some  justices,  that  many  dared  not  pray  in  their  families  if 
more  than  four  visitors  were  present.  Informers  were  busy 
everywhere.  And  while  conscientious  people  were  thus  op- 
pressed, the  conformists  as  a  rule  gave  themselves  to  swearing, 
gaming,  drunkenness  and  lewdness,  following  in  the  footsteps 
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of  the  "Royal  Head  of  the  Church,"  the  second  Charles.  In 
consequence  of  this  persecuting  Act,  Nathanael  Partridge,  like 
many  of  his  brethren,  came  to  London,  where  he  was  less 
exposed  to  the  spy  and  the  informer,  and  in  a  list  of  Conven- 
ticles in  the  Lambeth  MSS.  we  find  him  named  thus  in  the 
year  1669,  u  At  ye  Blazing  Starre  in  Old  Street,  Mr.  Partridge, 
formerly  minister  at  the  Abbey  Church  of  St.  Albans ;  numbers 
150."  The  congregation  thus  gathered  by  stealth  continued  its 
meetings  until  the  Indulgence  of  1672,  when  it  obtained  a 
licence,  and  a  meeting-house  was  erected  in  Old-street  Square, 
beyond  Bunhill  Fields.  Nathanael  Partridge,  as  a  Congrega- 
tionalist,  conducted  the  church  on  Congregational  principles. 
We  are  told  that  he  was  a  great  sufferer  for  Nonconformity. 
Once  being  apprehended  for  preaching,  he  was  committed 
prisoner  to  Newgate,  and  confined  there  six  weary  months. 
But  even  then,  though  deprived  of  his  liberty,  his  enemies 
could  not  extinguish  his  usefulness.  He  took  great  pains  with 
condemned  prisoners,  and  met  with  good  success.  This  he 
carried  on,  when  liberated,  from  sessions  to  sessions  for  many 
years.  Upon  his  death,  Christopher  Nesse  drew  up  and  pub- 
lished an  elegy  upon  him,  some  lines  of  which  were  so  severe 
against  the  Court  measures,  that  the  writer  was  forced  for  a 
time  to  hide  from  the  messengers,  who  were  very  busy  in 
hunting  after  him.  Of  Mr.  Partridge  there  is  a  very  scarce 
and  valuable  mezzoidnto  portrait  in  Dr.  Williams'  Library,  which 
was  copied  for  the  Nonconformists'  memorial.  It  represents 
him  as  of  a  very  intelligent  and  commanding  aspect,  high  fore- 
head and  benevolent  eye.  He  was  succeeded  in  his  pastorate 
at  Old-street  by  John  Faldo. 

The  only  work  that  Nathanael  Partridge  ever  published  is 
entitled,  "Blood  for  Blood/'  an  account  of  a  poor  woman 
named  Ann  Cook,  living  in  Smithfield,  London,  <•  Blood  for 
aged  thirty-seven,  married,  and  the  mother  of  eight  Blood-" 
children,  a  civil,  honest,  and  inoffensive,  but  subject  to  fits  of 
melancholy."  The  family  were  in  want,  were  neglected  by 
friends,  and  in  their  straits  she  fancied  death  less  bitter  than 
life.  Having  made  three  attempts  at  suicide,  she,  one  morn- 
ing, suddenly  seized  a  knife  and  killed  her  youngest  child, 
intending  also   to  kill  herself.    She  was  seized,  imprisoned, 
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tried,  and  hanged  for  murder.  Mr.  Partridge  visited  her  in 
prison,  and  comforted  her  with  the  promises  of  Christ  "  She 
asked  how  she  might  know  that  Jesus  died  for  her.  He  died, 
it  was  replied,  for  sinners,  yea,  the  greatest  of  sinners ;  and  in 
Romans  v.  it  is  said,  He  died  for  the  ungodly.  Her  constant 
carriage  was  more  like  a  lamb  going  to  the  slaughter,  than  a 
murderer  going  to  the  gallows."  There  Mr.  Partridge  prayed 
with  her  most  earnestly,  as  the  last  vocal  prayer  that  was  ever 
likely  to  be  put  up  to  Qod  for  her.  Then  did  he  beseech  her 
to  look  up  to  a  gracious  God,  as  her  last  and  only  refuge,  and 
carry  with  her  these  words,  "  Into  Thy  hands,  O  Lord,  do  I 
commit  my  spirit."  Thousands  of  spectators  beholding,  with 
one  consent  uncovered  their  heads,  and  cried,  "  The  Lord  have 
mercy  upon  her  soul"  It  was  on  March  2nd,  1669.  The  sad 
story  is  the  strongest  argument  against  capital  punishment 
that  could  be  written.  A  sermon,  preached  the  following 
Sunday  by  Mr.  Partridge,  follows,  on  the  text  2  Kings  viiL  13. 
It  dwells  on  the  truth  that  "  persons  may  commit  such  sins  as 
they  would  sometimes  think  of  with  abhorrence ;"  and  the  sin 
of  melancholy  is  also  dwelt  upon.  The  name  of  F.  Sharp  is 
on  the  title-page,  with  that  of  N.  Partridge,  and  there  is  an 
impressive  introduction,  from  which  the  following  may  suffice 
as  an  illustration  of  his  style : — 

"  A  word  or  two  of  soul  murder.  Soul  murder  is  dreadful, 
though  minded  but  by  a  few  in  the  world, — the  greater  pity. 
1.  When  a  people  perish  for  want  of  plain  and  faithful  preach* 
ing  (Ezek.  xxxiii.  8).  2.  When  parents  and  masters  of  families 
neglect  their  duty  to  the  souls  of  those  that  are  committed  to 
their  charge.  Secret  murder :  when  I  am  angry  with  another 
without  cause.  But  how  shall  I  prevent  it  ?  Avoid  all  kindling 
or  blowing  up  the  flame  of  passion  in  thy  own  breast  Put  and 
keep  at  a  distance  all  that  combustible  stuffe  that  would  take 
fire.  Be  not  a  companion  of  the  gamester,  the  drunkard,  or 
the  froward  in  spirit.  Beg  earnestly  of  God  to  write  His  law 
in  thy  heart,  and  to  put  His  fear  in  thee,  and  keep  thee  in  a 
meek  and  quiet  frame  of  spirit.  Could  we  obey  that  blessed 
rule  to  do  as  we  would  be  done  unto  (Gal.  vi.  1,  2),  it  would 
abate  anger,  prevent  revenge  and  murder.  Neglect  of  this 
is  the  cause  of  the  want  of  sympathy  with,  and  tenderness 
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towards,  others  under  a  fall.  Beware  of  melancholy.  No  day 
passes  over  our  heads  but  doth  lay  new  obligation  upon  us  to 
love  God.  The  soul  deserves  a  curse  that  does  not  bless  God 
every  day  for  the  continuance  of  time  and  the  advantages  of 
grace.  Melancholy  unfits  a  man  for  the  work  of  his  life. 
Never  hug  or  cherish  it  in  your  bosom,  for  it  is  a  viper.  Here 
I  would  not  be  mistaken,  as  if  I  were  encouraging  persons  in 
a  light,  vain,  frothy  frame  of  spirit.  Those  who  know  me  will 
not  accuse  me  to  be  an  enemy  to  serious  men." 

As  to  the  ejected  ministers  in  connection  with  St.  Stephen's, 
we  find  Mr.  Lever,  apparently  without  cure  of  his  own,  offici- 
ating at  a  funeral  there  in  1662-3,  February  12th,  according 
to  an  entry  in  the  Si  Michael's  register.  Of  Simon  Smyth,  or 
Smeath,  who  was  also  at  St.  Stephen's  for  some  years,  we 
know  that  he  was  ejected  for  nonconformity  from  his  church 
at  Walkern,  one  Anthony  Garley  being  put  in  his  place.  Simon 
Smyth  died  January  6th,  1679.  Regarding  Edward  With- 
nell,  who  followed,  we  know  only  the  fact  of  his  ejectment. 
He  was  minister  here  at  the  time  that  the  Bartholomew  Act 
came  into  force,  and  he  refused  to  violate  his  conscience  by 
signing  his  assent  and  consent  to  a  prayer-book  which  he 
believed,  with  all  its  excellences,  had  error  in  it.  He  is 
described  in  the  "  Acta"  of  the  Archdeaconry  of  1662,  October 
16th,  as  minister  of  St.  Stephen's  and  a  nonconformist.  He 
and  his  brethren  had  not  learned  the  policy  of  accommodation 
or  reserve,  which  in  our  days  enables  a  Bishop  Ryle  and  a 
Mr.  Machonochie  to  assent  to,  and  to  use,  the  same  articles 
and  prayer-book.  He  saw  plainly  enough,  what  history  in 
this  nineteenth  century  has  so  sadly  proved,  that  certain  words 
and  phrases  in  the  Baptismal,  Visitation,  and  Ordination 
services  savoured  of  Romish  error,  and  he  straightforwardly 
resigned,  though  at  the  risk  of  pains  and  penalties  should  he 
exercise  his  ministry  elsewhere.  What  a  pregnant  lesson  and 
rebuke  to  those  conformists  who  are  as  Protestant  as  he,  yet 
are  content  to  use  these  Romanistic  expressions  (which  they 
feebly  confess  they  would  like  to  expunge)  week  after  week 
before  Almighty  God,  who  commands  men  to  worship  Him  in 
spirit  and  in  truth. 
The  next  nonconformist  minister  connected  with  St.  Albans, 
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whose  name  has  come  down  to  us,  is  William  Haworth. 

William    Turning  to  St  Peter's,  we  find,  in  1658,  that  Mr. 

Haworth*  William  Retchford,  then  the  minister,  was  reported 
to  have  left,  that  he  was,  at  least,  intending  either  to  resign  or 
to  remove.  In  1662,  we  find  from  the  "Acta"  that  one  John 
Retchford,  M.A.  (the  name  is  thus  spelt,  and  not  Bochfard) 
was  minister  and  conformist  in  October  1662,  and  again  in 
1663.  This  John  Retchford  was  probably  a  relative,  possibly 
the  son,  of  William  Retchford.  Thus  there  is  a  gap  between 
the  notice  of  William  Retchford's  intended  withdrawal  and 
the  appointment  of  John  Retchford.  This  gap  Calamy  enables 
us  to  fill.  He  tells  us  that  William  Haworth  was  minister  of 
St.  Peter's  Church,  in  St.  Albans,  at  the  time  of  the  Restoration, 
and  was  ejected  thence  to  make  room  for  the  new  incumbent. 
In  confirmation  of  this,  we  find  an  entry  in  the  St.  Peter's 
burial  register  to  the  following  effect :  "  Buried  September  6th, 
1661,  Mary,  wife  of  Mr.  Haworth."  We  could  not  have  inferred 
from  this  alone  that  he  was  minister  here ;  but  the  fact  that 
he  is  named  thus,  "  Mr.  Haworth,"  and  that  he  buried  his  wife 
here,  certainly  backs  up  and  ratifies  Dr.  Calamy's  statement, 
that  he  was  minister  of  St  Peter's  and  ejected  thence.  His 
connection  with  St.  Albans  is,  moreover,  confirmed  by  an  inci- 
dent which  occurred  soon  after  his  ejectment,  and  which 
strikingly  illustrates  the  state  of  English  justice  during  the 
reign  of  Charles  II.  One  of  his  congregation  in  St.  Peter's 
parish,  "one  Mrs.  Ternl/'  had  died,  and  William  Haworth 
was  asked  to  preach  her  funeral  sermon;  while  doing  so 
in  the  Abbey  cloisters  they  were  interrupted,  and 

the  Abbey,  one  of  the  congregation  was   shot  dead  by  the 

1662,  intruder.    As  we  wander  through  the  cloisters  of 

St.  Albans  Abbey,  the  scene  rises  to  our  imagination.  It  is 
another  landmark  of  nonconformist  persecution  there,  and 
takes  its  rank  in  the  line  of.  the  history  side  by  side  with  the 
martyrdom  of  John  Balle  the  Lollard,  and  George  Tankerfield 
the  Protestant  of  Mary's  reign.  It  marks  the  era  of  1662,  and 
the  Bartholomew  Day  of  English  persecution.  It  is  a  funeral 
occasion;  death  has  been  at  work,  and  has  laid  low  one  of  the 
inhabitants  much  respected.  The  St.  Peter's  congregation,  as 
well  as  the  sorrowing  relatives,  desire  that  their  minister, 
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William  Haworth,  should  preach ;  but  he  is  a  nonconformist ; 
he  must  not  be  allowed,  even  on  such  an  occasion  and  with 
such  a  plea.     Sympathy  and  charity  are  dumb,  and  with 
relentless  sternness  the  conformist,  though  bearing  the  title, 
*  minister  of  Jesus  Christ,"  denies  their  request.     Hereupon 
the  congregation  deliberates,  and  a  happy  thought  is  suggested 
"  Surely  the  Abbey  church  is  our  own ;  they  cannot  exclude 
the  citizens  from  it.    Let  us  hold  our  mournful  service  there. 
We  will  not  enter  the  body  of  the  church,  where  service  is 
usually  held;    we  can  stand  under  shelter  of  those  empty 
cloisters."     And  thither  they  come.    They  are  gathered  pro- 
bably near  to  the  passage,  through  which  was  then  a  right  of 
way, — in  the  Lady  Chapel  then  a  schoolroom,  or  in  the  place 
where  the  shrine  of  Alban  is  now  restored.   The  simple  service 
proceeds,  a  hymn  is  sung,  the  Scriptures  are  read,  a  prayer 
offered ;  and  now  the  pastor,  himself  a  mourner, — for  he  has 
bat  lately  buried  the  companion  of  his  life, — rises  to  deliver  his 
discourse  of  Christian  consolation.    Immediately  before  him 
are  the  sorrowing  relatives,  and  beyond  are  the  sympathizing 
friends.   But  hark!  the  echoing  tones  of  Gospel  hope  are  rudely 
disturbed.     In  comes  an  officer,  one  Major  Crosby  by  name, 
swearing  in  a  furious  manner,  calling  them  rogues  and  rebels ; 
and  directing  his  speech  to  the  preacher,  he  cries,  "Come  down, 
why  prate  you  there  ?  come  down,  or  I  will  pull  you  down  !" 
The   minister  calmly  but  firmly  replies,  "If  you  have  any 
authority  to  command  me  down,  I  will  obey  it,  but  otherwise 
not"    Then  Crosby  swore  "  he  would  fetch  that  which  should 
fetch  him  down;  and,  leaving,  soon  returned  with  a  pistol 
cocked  in  his  hand,  accompanied  by  one  Timothy  Ratcliffe,  a 
constable  of  the  town,  with  a  fowling-piece."    The  people, 
affrighted,  cried  out "  Murder !"  but  Crosby,  with  his  assistant, 
presses  on  among  them,  when  one  John  Townsend  by  name 
(and  his  name  deserves  to  be  treasured  in  remembrance)  utters 
these  words,  "  Noble  Major,  pray  make  no  disturbance ;  con- 
aider  it  is  the  Sabbath  day."    Upon  which  Crosby  replies, 
"  You  rogue,  do  you  tell  me  of  the  Sabbath  day  ? "  and  bending 
down  the  muzzle  of  his  pistol,  which  before  he  carried   Murder  in 
upwards,  he  deliberately  took  aim;  a  pistol-shot  the  Abbey. 
echoes  through  the  building,  and  a  bullet  has  pierced  a  human 
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heart,  and  there  lies  on  the  floor  of  the  Abbey,  perhaps  on  the 
very  spot  marked  as  Alban's  tomb, — there  lies  the  lifeless  body 
of  a  Christian  citizen,  a  Hertfordshire  man,  whose  only  crime 
was  interposing  to  shield  his  pastor  from  wanton  attack. 
Methinks  the  echo  of  that  cruel  shot  still  rings  in  the  Abbey 
cloisters,  as  the  story  of  it  rends  our  hearts.  The  murder 
cannot  be  regarded  merely  as  the  act  of  a  reckless  officer,  for 
the  constable  who  came  with  him,  armed  contrary  to  the  law, 
refused  to  do  his  office,  and,  instead  of  arresting  the  murderer, 
helped  the  murderer  to  arrest  the  minister  and  certain  men  of 
An  unjust  the  congregation ;  and  when  brought  for  trial  before 
judge.  gjr  Harbottle  Grimston,  that  unjust  and  unworthy 
judge  threatened  the  jury  who  brought  in  a  true  bill  against 
Crosby,  bid  them  go  again  and  bring  in  an  ignvramua, "  where- 
upon the  said  Crosby  was  quit  by  proclamation."  "  Hear,  0 
heavens,  and  give  ear,  0  earth,"  exclaims  the  narrator  of  this 
outrage  upon  English  justice,  "  and  consider,  ye  justices  of  the 
bench!  Think  not  that  God  will  be  mocked,  or  that  con- 
siderate men  will  always  shut  their  eyes.  No !  You  do  not 
dance  in  such  a  net,  but  many  in  city  and  country  do  look 
upon  you.  The  story  rings  far  and  near.  Our  Lord  Christ 
said,  concerning  the  woman  that  poured  the  box  of  ointment 
on  His  head,  Wheresoever  this  Gospel  is  preached,  there  shall 
this  be  told  for  a  memorial  of  her.  In  like  manner,  where- 
soever the  name  of  Sir  Harbottle  Grimston  from  henceforth 
shall  be  mentioned,  let  this  story  be  told,  for  the  future  shame 
and  reproof  of  all  contrivers  of  injustice  and  unrighteousness 
in  the  seat  of  judicature.  '  He  that  justifieth  the  wicked,  and 
he  that  condemneth  the  just,  even  they  both  are  abomination 
to  the  Lord*  (Prov.  xviL  15).  O  England,  England  I  where 
is  thy  Magna  Charta?  Or  what  is  become  of  thy  liberty, 
when  thy  free-born  subjects  are  indicted,  judged,  and  con- 
demned by  an  unknown  law  ?    August  19th,  1662/'  x 


The  Rev.  Dr.  Griffith,  of  Sandridge,       relation  of  the  killing  of  John  Townesend 

" —     ad  On   ----      " 

.i 
rt 

by,an«  K_  o     . r 

register:  "John  Townesend,  5th  May,  able  standers  by  :and  some  remarkable 
1662."  He  also  directed  my  attention  to  passages  of  Sir  Harbottle  Grimston  on 
the  Tract  narrating  the  particulars  of  the  the  said  tryal.  Psalm  Ixxxii.  2,  3,  4. 
outrage.  It  is  entitled,  "Law Unknown,  Printed  in  the  year  1662."  The  narra- 
or  Judgment  Unjust."    "With  a  brief      tive  continues,  "The  substance  of  this 


has  sent  me  the  following  confirmatory  by  Major  Edward  Crosby,  the  4th  of 

registers.     From    St.    Peter's    burials  :  May,'  1662,  at  St.  Albones,  and  the  pro- 

"  May  1662,  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Charles  ceedings  of  court  thereupon  in  quitting 

Turrul,    4."     From    the   Abbey   burial  the  said  Crosby,  and  punishing  the  peace- 
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This  touching  and  exciting  incident,  which  rouses  our  sense 
of  injustice  and  wrong  even  now  after  the  lapse  of  two  cen- 
turies, is  (the  writer  tells  us)  "  but  one  small  and  petty  instance 
which,  compared  with  the  great  number  of  its  fellows,  and 
many  of  them  deeper  in  demerit,  may  be  accounted  a  smaller 
proportion  than  one  of  a  thousand.  For  they  may  be  called 
legion,  or  rather  many  legions.  Were  I  to  record  them  I  would 
make  a  swelling  volume  too  big  for  this  age  to  bear." 

William  Haworth,  having  been  imprisoned  and  fined,  was 
obliged  to  leave  St.  Albans,  and  settled  as  pastor  of  a  congre- 
gation of  Independents  at  Hertford,  where  he  exercised  his 
ministry  for  upwards  of  twenty  years.  In  the  Preface  to  a 
work  of  his,  entitled  "The  Quaker  Converted"  (1674),  he 
writes,  "My  first  coming  to  Hertford  was  soon  after  some 
sharp  and  long  buffetings  that  I  had  been  exercised  with,  as 
my  Christian  friends  know.  The  Lord  was  but  then  rebuking 
Satan,  taking  the  lion  off  me,  and  delivering  me,  and  restoring 
comfort  to  ma  There  did  remain  many  impressions  of  those 
buffetings  upon  my  spirit,  which  the  Lord  in  rich  mercy  hath 


relation  was  proved  by  substantial  evi- 
dence to  the  court  and  the  jury,  and 
might  have  been  farther  testified  (with 
other  aggravating  circumstances)  by  a 
cload  of  witnesses  more,  had  not  the 
justices  terrified  them  through  fear  and 
with  threatening. 

"  Upon  all  which,  several  of  those  men 
who  were  peaceably  met  together  as 
aforesaid,  were  bound  to  their  good 
behaviour,  and  indicted  for  a  riot,  espe- 
cially those  who  cried, '  Constable,  keep 
the  peace;  do  your  office/  etc  But 
the  said  Ratcliffe,  who  was  assistant  to 
Crosby,  and  came  with  him,  armed  as 
aforesaid  contrary  to  the  law,  and  refused 
to  do  his  office,  and  therefore  in  the  eve 
of  the  law  was  deeply  accessory  to  the 
fact,  and  ought  to  have  been  dealt  with 
accordingly,  was,  notwithstanding,  not 
only  unmolested,  bnt  made  foreman  of 
the  jury  to  try  Crosby,  who  stood  in- 
dicted for  wilful  murder.  Tet  neverthe- 
less (though  Ratcliffe  was  foreman),  the 
jury  brought  in  the  bill  a  true  bill;  at 
which  Sir  Harbottle  Orimston  demanded 
of  them,  '  Will  you  hang  a  man  upon 
supposition?  Can  yon  prove  that  he 
came  with  a  full  intent  to  kill  him?'  or 
voids  to  that  effect,  and  bid  them  go 
ftffsin ;  which  they  did,  some  of  them 
saying  they  meant  not  to  hang  him,  but 


they  thought  they  had  done  right,  for 
they  intended  to  do  as  they  were  bid,— or 
words  to  that  purpose.  But,  it  seems, 
not  well  understanding  their  lesson,  the 
second  time  they  brought  the  bill  in 
ignoramus;  whereupon  the  said  Crosby 
was  quit  by  proclamation.  .  .  .  Will 
such  a  triacU  as  this  expel  the  poison 
of  John  Townesend's  blood?  Will  God 
be  mocked?  Can  you  demand  of  Him 
whether  Crosby  intended  to  kill?  Or 
would  you  know  His  judgment  ?  Read 
Numb.  xxzv.  16,  81.  But  Crosby  did 
more  than  this  ;  his  act  had  contrivance 
and  deliberation  in  it.  He  first  threat- 
ened, then  fetched  his  pistol,  cocked  it, 
and  presented  it  against  Townesend, 
gave  fire,  and  killed  him,  and  afterwards 
pursued  another  man.  And  yet  you 
reject  a  verdict  that  found  him  guilty, 
and  quit  him  upon  an  ignoramus.  Hear. 
O  heavens,  and  give  ear,  O  earth!'* 
Then  follows  Mr.  Grimston's  speech  in 
Parliament  upon  the  accusation  and  im- 
peachment of  William  Laud,  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury  (in  which  G-rimston  calls 
Laud  "the  stye  of  all  pestilential  filth 
that  hath  infected  the  state  "),  with  six 
queries  seriously  propounded  to  all,  but 
especially  recommended  to  Sir  Harbottle 
Grim8ton. 

12 
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since  sealed,  and  taken  away  the  smart  and  pain  by  giving  me 
faith  in  the  blood  of  sprinkling.  God's  providence  ordered  a 
prison  for  me,  where  there  were  forty  or  fifty  of  the  brethren 
called  Quakers/'  We  shall  hear  more  of  him  when  we  come 
to  Hertford. 

The  silencing  of  the  nonconforming  clergy  did  not  stifle  (as 
was  intended)   the  convictions  of  the  nonconforming  laity. 
Five  Mile    The  Conventicle  Act  was  aimed,  as  we  have  seen, 
Act*  specially  against  the  latter,  and  it  was  followed  by 

the  Five  Mile  Act,  "  to  restrain  Nonconformists  from  inhabit- 
ing corporations,"  and  forbidding  those  who  declined  the 
prescribed  oath  to  come  within  five  miles  of  any  town  cor- 
porate or  borough,  or  of  any  parish  where  they  had  been 
parson.  This  was  intended  to  separate  the  Nonconforming 
ministers  from  their  congregations,  and  thus  to  nullify  their 
influence  derived  from  their  previous  ministry.  It  bore  very 
heavily  upon  them,  for  with  their  families  they  were  com- 
pelled to  leave  friends  who  had  opened  their  houses  to  them, 
or  to  leave  the  homes  which  they  had  found,  and  to  seek  for 
dwellings  and  a  livelihood  among  strangers  and  away  from  the 
haunts  of  business.  Many  were  thus  reduced  to  the  greatest 
straits.  Richard  Baxter,  for  example,  had  for  two  years  to 
live  in  a  small  smoky  farmhouse  at  Totteridge,  in  our  county, 
where  he  and  his  family  suffered  great  discomfort  and  sickness. 
Nevertheless  the  nonconformist  laity  stood  their  ground. 
"They  are  spread,"  says  a  contemporary  witness,  1667, 
"through  city  and  country;  they  make  no  small  part  of  all 
ranks  and  sorts  of  men.  They  are  not  excluded  from  the 
nobility,  among  the  gentry  they  are  not  a  few ;  but  none  are 
of  more  importance  than  the  trading  part  of  the  people.  They 
are  not  the  great  wasters,  but  mostly  in  the  number  of  getters. 
To  purge  a  nation  of  this  people  may  be  to  purge  out  more  of 
its  vitals  than  the  strength  of  this  state  can  bear."  The  con- 
forming clergy,  backed  up  by  the  penal  laws,  did  their  worst 
to  root  out  Nonconformity,  by  ridicule,  misrepresentation, 
slander,  and  persecution  with  its  iron  hand ;  but  they  utterly 
failed.  In  spite  of  the  Conventicle  and  Five  Mile  Acts, 
we  trace  it  in  Si  Albans  in  that  darkest  time  previous  to 
the  "  Indulgence  "  of  1672.     Among  the  Lambeth  MSS.  is  a 
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private  list  of  conventicles  furnished  by  secret  informers  for  the 
year  1669,  in  several  dioceses,  and  likewise  in  St.   Liflt  of 
Albans  archdeaconry;  and  the  following  particulars  "Conven- 
describe  the  state  of  things  in  St  Albans  itself:—       tide8'" 1669# 

Numbers 
Parishes.  Sects.  and        Preachers  and  Teachers. 

Quality. 

iDr.  Staunton,    of   Bo- 
vingden. 
Mr.  Jenkins,  of  Lang- 
ley. 
vMr.  Loeves,  of  Shenley. 
{One  Heyward,  a  wood- 
OnTHeyward,  of  Hert- 
ford, a  scholler. 


The  Abbey  Pabish. 
1.  At  Mrs.  Bachelors 
every  Sunday. 


Not  constant  to/ 
time  or  place.    ( 


3.  At  a  hyred  house"] 
for  ye  purpose,/ 
every     Sunday  >  Quakers 
and      Wednes- 1 
day. 


60 


St.  Peter's  Pabjsh.n 

At  ye  house  of  Wil-  /  Great 

liam        Aleward,  M  Congregational]    Sufficient - 
yeoman,       called  l  men. 

New  House.  ' 


Elizabeth  Humble,  and 
one  Crook,  a  subtile 
fellow  and  a  lace 
seller. 

Mr.  Lownes  (Loefes?), 
Nonconformist  mi- 
nister. 

Scot,  an  Oliverian  cap- 
tain. 

Thomas  Flindell,  a 
cooper. 

Thomas  Heywood, 
shopkeeper. 

The  name  of  the  "  sect "  is  not  inserted  for  St.  Peter's  parish, 
bat  we  have  warrant  to  conclude  that  it  was  Congregational, 
because  three  years  after,  when  licences  were  allowed  by  the 
"Indulgence"  of  Charles  II.  (which  he  made  not  really  for 
the  Protestant  Nonconformists,  but  for  the  sake  of  the  Roman 
Catholics),  we  find  this  conventicle  in  St.  Peter's  parish  de- 
signated "Congregational."     William  Haworth,  as  we  have 
seen,  was  a  Congregationalist,  and  in  his  parish  he  had  not 
a  few  men  of  note  who  followed  him.    The  numbers  Noncon- 
are    described    as    great,   and    the    "quality"   as  £^8*8in 
sufficient  men.     Nor  is  it  difficult  to  discover  who  St.  Peters 
they  were.     The  family  of  Pemberton  stands  fore-  pariflh' 
most     The  well-known  Roger  Pemberton,  who  died  1627,  and 
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left  funds  for  the  building  of  the  almshouses  which  bear  his 
name,  had  three  sons,  Ralph,  Robert,  and  John.  Ralph,  twice 
mayor  of  St.  Albans,  was  father  of  Sir  Francis  Pemberton. 
John,  with  Alban  Cox,  Robert  Sadler,  John  Rowbotham,  John 
Ellis,  and  others,  is  named  among  the  trustees  of  a  fund  for 
relief  of  the  poor  in  1632.  He  is  found  with  his  brother  Robert, 
side  by  side  with  John  Rowbotham,  Alban  Cox,  Robert  Sadler, 
Samuel  Bedford,  and  others,  among  those  appointed  by  the 
Parliamentary  Committee  for  Plundered  Ministers  to  arrange 
for  the  supply  of  the  pulpit  in  St.  Peter's  during  the  Common- 
wealth in  the  year  1647.  And  now  upon  the  first  ray  of  the 
light  of  religious  toleration,  when  the  "  Declaration  of  Indul- 
gence "  was  issued  in  1672,  in  the  list  of  preaching  licences 
issued  in  that  year  we  find  the  following: — "The  house  of 
Robert  Pemberton  at  St.  Albans,  Hertford,  licensed  for  a 
Congregational  Meeting."  Robert  Pemberton  therefore  was 
a  Congregationalist,  and  of  so  pronounced  a  character  as  to 
open  his  house  for  congregational  worship. 

At  the  head  of  the  motley  list  of  *  preachers  and  teachers," 
in  this  return  of  the  "  Conventicles  "  in  1669,  stands  the  name 
Dr.  Edmund  of  Dr.  Edmund  Staunton,  and  he  justly  ranks 
Staunton.  g^  among  the  ejected  ministers  of  1662,  who  came 
to  labour  in  the  town.  He  was  the  son  of  Sir  Francis  Staunton, 
of  Bedfordshire,  was  born  1600,  educated  at  Corpus  Christi 
College,  Oxford,  and  had  for  his  first  sphere  of  work  as  a 
minister  the  parish  of  Bushey  in  this  county.  "Here  he 
preached  and  catechised  on  the  Lord's  Day  to  the  great  benefit 
of  his  hearers  that  attended  his  ministry,  not  only  of  Bushey, 
but  others  that  repaired  unto  him  from  Watford  and  other 
adjacent  places."  An  ancient  godly  minister  still  living  (says 
Clark  the  Martyrologist,  in  his  u  Lives  "),  gave  this  testimony 
of  him: — "That  little  time  which  Dr.  Staunton  spent  at 
Bushey  was  not  without  good  success ;  many  persons  in  my 
own  hearing  have  acknowledged  that  his  ministry  was  the 
means  of  their  conversion.'1  While  here  he  married  the 
daughter  of  Mr.  Scudamore,  of  Watford.  His  next  cure  was 
Kingscon-upon-Thames,  and  in  1648  he  went  to  Oxford,  where 
he  became  Master  of  Corpus  Christi  College.  He  was  ejected 
from  this  mastership  upon  the  Restoration,  and  came  to  live 
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at  Rickmansworth,  "  where  he  had  a  kind  welcome  from  the 
gentry  as  a  gentleman,  and  from  private  Christians  as  a 
minister  of  Jesus  Christ"  From  thence,  after  about  two  years, 
he  removed  to  the  house  of  a  private  family  near  to  St.  Albans, 
in  which  town  he  was  the  instrument  of  doing  much  good,  to 
correct  extravagances  among  some  people  there,  which  he 
effected  by  his  sober  principles  and  great  moderation  of  spirit, 
and  noble  exercises  of  self-denial  and  charity.  His  last  remove 
was  to  a  place  called  Bovingdon,  whence  he  rode  often  to 
St.  Albans,  and  seeing  he  could  not  preach  in  a  church  to 
many,  he  contented  himself  to  preach  in  a  chamber  to  a  few. 
"  "Fis  not  the  place  or  multitude  that  commends  our  preaching 
unto  God,"  continues  the  faithful  Clark,  "many  excellent  ser- 
mons have  been  preached  in  despicable  places  and  auditories. 
'Going  to  Hemsted  to  preach,  writes  Dr.  Staunton  in  his 
diary,  as  I  was  meditating  on  the  road  near  Langley,  of  the 
love  of  God  in  calling  such  an  one  as  I  am,  when  thousands 
more  noble,  more  mighty,  more  wise,  more  learned,  lie  in 
ignorance  and  profaneness,  I  burst  into  a  fit  of  weeping,  and 
by  and  by  my  heart  was  filled  with  abundance  of  joy.' 
In  preaching  he  never  offered  unto  God  that  which  Hig  preach. 
cost  him  nothing.  He  always  disliked  unmethodical  fog  and 
and  indigested  preaching.  Next  to  painfullness  he  prayer8, 
liked  plainness  in  a  preacher,  for  ministers  are  God's  interpre- 
ters. He  was  mighty  in  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New 
Testament;  his  head  was  instead  of  a  concordance,  and  he 
could  readily  turn  to  any  text.  He  seldom  wrote  a  letter 
without  adding  three  or  four  Scriptures  as  a  postscript.  He 
seldom  visited  or  met  any  friend,  but  he  would  at  parting 
leave  some  Scripture  with  him.  Pray  you  (he  would  say)  let 
me  leave  one  text  of  Scripture  with  you,  and  think  of  it  when 
I  am  gone.  He  was  very  frequent  and  fervent  in  prayer. 
Prayer  was  his  best  repast,  his  meat  and  his  drink.  Alone  or 
with  others  he  would  kneel  on  the  ground,  though  sometimes 
almost  lost  in  the  crowd  by  so  doing.  He  used  to  say  that 
the  humblest  gesture  as  well  as  the  humblest  spirit  best 
becomes  the  duty  of  prayer.  He  was  a  most  lowly-minded 
Christian ;  he  was  clothed  all  over  with  the  precious  garment 
of  humility.     He  was  very  charitable  unto  all.    For  purse- 
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alms  and  spiritual-alms  together  very  few  were  bis  equals. 
God  lent  him  a  competent  estate,  and,  which  is  better,  gave 
him  a  heart  to  lend  it  back  again  to  Him.  He  much  disliked 
and  lamented  the  divisions  that  were  among  Christians. 
Christians  (he  complained),  upon  every  little  occasion,  made 
nothing  of  separation.  If  they  disliked  a  people,  the  next 
word  was,  We  will  join  with  them  no  longer.  If  they  disliked 
a  preacher,  presently,  We  will  hear  him  no  more.  This,  said  he, 
is  England's  incurable  wound.  He  excelled  in  Christian  confer- 
ence. His  speech  was  always  with  grace,  seasoned  with  salt, 
and  good  to  the  use  of  edifying." 

This  is  the  portrait  in  its  main  outlines  which  that  admirable 
biographer,  Samuel  Clark 1  (whose  great  grandson  became  the 
eminent  dissenting  minister  at  St.  Albans),  has  given  us  of 
Edmund  Staunton,  the  ejected  and  silenced  nonconformist  who 
preached  in  the  conventicles  at  St.  Albans  by  stealth,  and  in 
the  face  of  the  penal  laws  against  him.  "  Thus,"  he  concludes, 
"  this  eminent  man  of  God,  like  a  candle  or  torch,  with  giving 
light  to  others,  consumed  and  wasted  himself  July  8th,  1671, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-one ;  and  on  the  14th  of  July  this  shining 
light  went  out  to  receive  his  wages  from  his  great  Lord  and 
Master  Jesus  Christ."  He  was  buried  at  Bovingdon  July  17th, 
1671,  where  a  stone  in  the  chancel,  bearing  an  appropriate 
inscription,  marks  his  grave.  How  great  the  privilege  St. 
Albans  had  in  the  ministry  of  this  faithful  servant  of  Christ ! 
And  side  by  side  with  his,  in  the  list  which  those  who  sought 
to  crush  and  silence  such  preachers  sent  to  Lambeth,  are  the 
names  of  Mr.  Jenkins,  of  Langley;  Mr.  Loeffs,  of  Shenley, 
and  others;  also  Nonconforming  Worthies  whose  characters 
and  lives  are  fit  to  stand  comparison  with  his.  William 
Jenkyn,  of  St.  John's,  Cambridge,  the  author  of  a  devout 
and  valuable  "Commentary  on  the  Epistle  of  Jude,"  had 
been  ejected  by  the  Bartholomew  Act  from  Christchurch, 
London ;  and  upon  the  Five  Mile  Act  he  retired  to  his  own 
house  at  Langley,  in  Herts,  and  preached  every  Lord's  Day 
there  or  at  St.  Albans.  After  the  revoking  pf  the  Indulgence, 
when  the  storm  broke  forth  afresh,  he  was  seized  by  soldiers 
at  a  private  service  in  London,  and  imprisoned  in  Newgate, 

1  "lives  of  Eminent  Persons  in  this  Later  Age.''    1G88,  folio,  pp.  160-176. 
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where  he  died  January  19th,  1685,  aged  seventy-two.  A  little 
before  his  death  he  said  "a  man  might  be  as  effectually  mur- 
dered in  Newgate  as  at  Tyburn."  In  his  epitaph  he  is  fitly 
described  as  "  martyr."  Isaac  Loafls  again  was  M. A.  of  Peter 
House,  Cambridge,  and  minister  of  Shenley  from  1648  until 
he  was  ejected  in  1662.  He  is  described  as  of  godly  life  and 
conversation,  an  able  and  orthodox  minister.  He  afterwards 
became  assistant  to  Dr.  Owen,  in  London,  and  published  a 
work  entitled  "  The  Soul's  Ascension." 

A  more  appropriate  motto  could  hardly  be  chosen  to  describe 
the  conduct  of  the  ejected  ministers  of  St.  Albans  in  the  year 
1662  than  that  of  the  Apostle,  "For  conscience  toward  God" 
they  "endured  grie&,  suffering  wrongfully."  The  injustice 
and  persecution  they  were  exposed  to,  instead  of  producing 
indignation  and  malevolence,  matured  and  ripened  the  Christian 
virtues  of  patience  under  injuries  and  fortitude  amid  sufferings. 
Had  they  chosen,  they  might  have  conformed  and  reconciled 
themselves  to  words  and  rubrics  at  which  they  stumbled,  as 
many  since  have  done,  making  light  of  these  erroneous  expres- 
sions in  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer.  But  they  were  not 
men  of  this  pliant  type.  Conscience  towards  God  was  stronger 
in  them  than  the  love  of  place,  the  desire  of  ease,  the  pride  of 
office,  the  acquiescence  of  indifference.  In  true  dignity  and 
strength,  and  all  that  goes  to  make  nobility  of  character,  they 
stand  head  and  shoulders  above  the  men  in  our  day  whose 
Protestantism  we  admire,  but  whose  conformity  we  cannot 
but  regret.  For  conscience  toward  God  they  suffered,  and  they 
suffered  wrongfully.  They  did  not  live  in  a  day  like  ours, 
when  nonconformity  costs  little  save  the  occasional  sneer  of 
ignorance  or  bigotry.  To  be  a  nonconformist  then  was  to  be 
impoverished,  to  be  silenced,  to  be  driven  from  house  and 
home,  to  be  imprisoned ;  nay,  in  some  cases,  to  die  in  prison. 
Was  it  not  an  injustice  and  a  wrong, — a  grievous  wrong, — to 
forbid  Christian  men  to  lift  up  their  voices  in  preaching  and 
teaching  Jesus  Christ  to  their  fellow-men?  to  forbid  them 
upon  pains  and  penalties  to  assemble  and  meet  together  to 
worship  God  according  to  their  conscience  in  a  quiet  and 
peaceable  way?  to  prohibit  their  even  residing  within  five 
miles  of  any  corporate  town,  or  any  parish  in  which  they  had 
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laboured  ?  Such  wrongs  in  the  mere  recounting  of  them 
awaken  our  sense  of  injustice.  But  the  sufferers  evinced  no 
vindictiveneas.  They  endured  these  griefs,  "  they  endured  as 
seeing  Him  who  is  invisible  "  ;  the  trial  of  their  faith  worked 
patience,  and  in  them  patience  had  its  perfect  work.  During 
that  dark  and  polluted  era  of  the  Stuart  restoration,  from  1660— 
1688,  the  lives  of  these  Nonconforming  ministers,  as  far  as 
they  have  come  down  to  us, — and  the  inspiring  record  has,  in 
God's  providence,  in  nearly  two  thousand  cases,  been  preserved 
to  us, — stand  out  radiant  with  sweetness  and  light,  illustrating 
and  embodying  the  lowliness,  the  meekness,  the  gentleness, 
the  sweet  reasonableness  of  Christ.  We  cannot  make  their 
acquaintance,  nor  come  into  contact  or  fellowship  with  them, 
without  being  elevated  in  the  tone  of  our  thought,  the  purity 
of  our  affections,  the  integrity  of  our  lives.  How  much  do  we 
owe  to  them  ! — Under  God,  our  present  liberties,  freedom  of 
worship  according  to  our  conscience,  and  a  growing,  though  not 
yet  perfect,  religious  equality  in  our  land.  They  have  left  to 
us  the  legacy  of  their  example,  and  the  sweets  of  liberty. 
While  still  maintaining  and  forwarding  the  principle  so 
obviously  fair  and  just,  that  no  community,  no  individual  in 
the  land,  should  be  under  any  disability  on  account  of  his 
religious  convictions,  either  by  the  state-imposition  of  any 
test,  or  the  state-establishment  of  any  church,  we  do  so  in  the 
spirit  of  our  fathers,  whose  names  we  honour,  and  in  whose 
footsteps  it  is  our  pride  to  walk. 


THE  PROTESTANT  DISSENTING  MINISTERS— DR.   JONATHAN 
GREW,  DR.  SAMUEL  CLARK,  JABEZ  HIRONS. 

"  Hollovoerg  of  them  who  through  faith  and  patience  inherit  the  promises" 
— HKB.Ti.12. 

LIKE  a  calm  sunset  after  a  rough  day,  the  stormy  seven- 
teenth century,  in  the  last  decade  of  it,  became  tranquil, 
and  emerging  from  the  cloud  and  darkness  of  the  William  in. 
later  Stuart  Dynasty,  the  sun  of  religious  freedom  ^teation 
shot  its  golden  rays  over  the  reign  of  William  III.  Act. 
In  1688-9  the  Toleration  Act  was  passed,  and  the  Noncon- 
formists of  England,  after  long  suppression  and  persecution, 
began  to  erect  Meeting-houses.    In  most  of  the  Trust  Deeds  of 
these  chapels  the  Nonconformists  describe  themselves  simply 
as  Protestcmt  JHssent&rs,  and  it  has  been  hence  inferred  by 
some  that  they  intended  thus  not  to  bind  the  ministers  or 
worshippers  who  should  occupy  the  place  to  any  particular 
doctrines,  and  that  in  some  instances  they  were  themselves 
disbelievers  in  the  Trinity.     But  the  terms  of  the  Toleration 
Act,  under  the  protection  of  which  they  built  their  chapels, 
demanded  belief  in  this  doctrine  on  the  part  of  all  who  shared 
its  protection,   and  expressly  excluded  "any  Papist,  or  any 
person  that  shall  deny  in  his  preaching  or  writing  the  doctrine 
of  the  blessed  Trinity."    The  persecutions  they  had  suffered 
were  not  without  good  effects  upon  the  Presbyterians  and 
Independents.    Before  hostile  to  each  other,  they  learnt,  by  a 
common  trial,  how  slight  after  all  their  differences  were,  and  first 
in  London  and  then  in  many  counties  the  ministers  of  the  two 
denominations   formed   a    Union,    and    banded    themselves 
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together  by  the  name  olThe  United  Ministers.  They  drew  up 
certain  Heads  of  Agreement,  according  to  which  each  particular 
Church  was  recognised  as  complete  in  itself,  having  the  right 
to  choose  its  own  officers ;  the  ministerial  office,  as  instituted 
by  Jesus  Christ,  was  to  be  filled  by  persons  endued  with 
competent  learning  and  ministerial  gifts;  none  were  to  be 
ordained  to  the  ministry  but  such  as  were  chosen  by  a  par- 
ticular church,  but  in  calling  and  choosing  a  pastor,  every 
church  was  to  consult  and  advise  with  the  pastors  of  neigh- 
bouring congregations.  As  to  matters  of  faith,  "  we  esteem  it 
sufficient,"  they  declared,  "that  a  Church  acknowledge  the 
Scriptures  to  be  the  word  of  God,  the  perfect  and  only  rule  of 
faith  and  practice,  and  own  either  the  doctrinal  part  of  the 
Articles  of  the  Church  of  England,  or  the  confession  or  cate- 
chism compiled  by  the  Assembly  at  Westminster,  or  the 
Confession  agreed  on  at  the  Savoy  (that  of  the  Independents, 
1658),  to  be  agreeable  to  the  said  rule."  ! 

We  have  already  seen  that  in  the  year  1669  there  were  four 
meeting-places  of  Nonconformists  in  St.  Albans, — conventicles, 
as  they  were  called;  namely,  one  of  Presbyterians  at  Mrs. 
Bachelor's  in  the  Abbey  Parish,  one  of  Independents  at  the 
house  of  William  Ayleward,  yeoman,  in  St.  Peter's  Parish,  one 
of  Anabaptists,  and  one  of  Quakers.  We  saw  also  that  in 
1672  the  house  of  Robert  Pemberton,  at  St.  Albans,  was 
licensed  as  a  place  of  worship  for  Congregational  ists.  The 
ministers  who  officiated  for  the  Presbyterians  and  Independents 
were  Dr.  Edmund  Staunton,  of  Bovingdon ;  William  Jenkyn, 
of  Langley ;  Isaac  Loeffs,  of  Shenley ;  Scot,  an  Oliverian  captain, 
and  Nathaniel  Eeles,  of  Harpenden.  In  St.  Stephen's  parish, 
we  find  record  of  two  more  "  conventicles,"  one  of  Baptists  at 
the  house  of  Thomas  Matthews,  Coney  Street ;  another  of  the 
Independents  at  James  Ewer's,  of  Mill  House  (about  1700).  We 
must  not,  however,  suppose  that  the  St  Albans  Nonconformists 
were  from  1672  onwards  permitted  to  worship  without  moles- 
tation. We  find  among  the  MSS.  in  the  "  watching  gallery," 
above  St.  Alban's  shrine  in  the  Abbey  Church,8  certain  docu- 
ments of  the  Archdeacon's  Court,  showing  that  stringent 
measures  were  employed  against  those  who  did  not  take  the 

»  Calamy's  Abridgement,  i.  476 — 482.  *  See  illustration,  p.  9. 
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Communion  in  their  parish  church,  even  as  late  as  the  year 
1683.  Thus,  "William  Nicholls  and  John  Deacon,  church- 
wardens of  St.  Peter's,  were  indicted  for  not  furnishing  a  list 
of  those  over  sixteen  who  had  not  attended  their  parish  church 
nor  taken  the  Holy  Sacrament  at  the  feast  of  Easter  "  in  that 
year.  We  have  found  also  the  following  indictment,  in  full, 
against  an  eminent  Nonconformist  layman,  Joshua  Lomax, 
of  St.  Albans:— 

"  1.  That  you,  the  said  Joshua  Lomax,  do  know,  believe,  or 
have  heard,  that  according  to  the  laws  of  this  realm,  the  canons 
and  constitutions  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  the  Joshua 
Kubrick  of  the  Common  Prayer  established  by  Act  of  JSJStor- 
Parliament,  it  is  enjoined  that  every  person  inhabit-  «*■*>  1683. 
ing  within  this  realm  or  other  the  king's  majesty's  dominions, 
shall  diligently  and  faithfully,  having  no  lawful  or  reasonable 
excuse  to  be  absent,  resort  to  their  parish  church  or  chapel 
accustomed, — or  upon  reasonable  let  thereof  to  some  usual  place 
where  Common  Prayer,  and  such  service  of  God  as  is  by  the 
Book  of  Common  Prayer,  shall  be  used  in  such  time  of  let, — upon 
every  Sunday  and  holy  day,  and  then  and  there  to  abide  orderly 
and  soberly  during  the  time  of  the  common  prayer,  preaching, 
or  other  service  of  God,  there  to  be  used  and  ministered,  upon 
pain  of  punishment  by  the  censures  of  the  Church ;  and  every 
parishioner  shall  communicate  of  the  Lord's  Supper  as  it  is  now 
used  to  be  given  at  the  least  three  times  in  the  year,  of  which 
the  feast  of  Easter  is  to  be  one.  2.  We  object  against  thee  that 
the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  was  according  to  the  usage 
of  the  Church  of  England,  on  the  feast  of  Easter  last  past, 
being  April  8th,  rightly  and  duly  administered  in  your  parish 
church  of  St.  Albans,  aforesaid,  and  that  notwithstanding  the 
premisses,  you,  the  said  Joshua  Lomax,  Esquire,  being  dis- 
affected to  the  doctrine  and  discipline  of  the  Church  of  England, 
a  depraver  and  evil  speaker  of  the  rites  and  ordinances  thereof, 
did,  in  contempt  of  the  laws,  canons,  constitutions,  and  ru bricks 
aforesaid,  at  the  said  feast  of  Easter  last  past,  not  only  absent 
yourself  from  the  holy  Communion  or  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's 
Supper,  and  have  not  nor  did  receive  the  same  at  the  said 
feast  of  Easter  1683  last  past  as  you  ought  to  do,  but  for 
these  twelve,  ten,  eight,  six,  four,  or  two  mouths  last  past,  have 
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also  made  yourself  an  utter  stranger  to  your  parish  church 
of  St  Albans  aforesaid,  common  prayer  and  sermons  therein 
preached,  though  often  desired  by  your  minister  and  by  law 
obliged;  to  the  great  scandal  and  evil  example  of  your  neigh- 
bours and  Christian  religion.  3.  We  object  that  you,  the  said 
Joshua  Lomax,  have,  by  reason  of  the  premisses  in  the  fore- 
going articles  mentioned,  incurred  canonical  punishment  and 
censure,  and  were  and  are  by  us  and  our  authority  canonically 
to  be  punished  and  corrected.  Signed,  William  Oldys,  judge 
of  the  Archidiaconal  Court." 

We  find  no  record  as  to  how  this  sentence  was  executed, 
whether  by  fine  or  imprisonment.  But  the  name  of  Joshua 
Lomax  afterwards  occurs  among  the  founders  of  the  Chapel 
for  Protestant  Dissenters  in  Dagnal  Lane.  He  was  son  of 
Joshua  Lomax  of  Childwick,  who  in  1674  had  been  Sheriff 
of  the  county,  and  in  1685  died,  leaving  208.  to  the  minister 
of  St.  Peter's  to  preach  yearly  a  sermon  from  Matt.  vi.  33,  and 
20&  to  be  distributed  yearly  on  the  same  day  among  the  poor. 
Joshua  the  son,  of  St.  Albans  parish,  to  whom  the  above 
document  evidently  applies,  was  M.P.  for  St.  Albans  in  1707, 
Dagnal  and  a  steadfast  Protestant  Dissenter.  In  the  year 
Cha^i,  1697,  the  chapel  in  Dagnal  Lane  was  erected,  and 
1697.  in  the  Trust  Deed  the  names  of  Joseph  Marsh,  of 
Garston,  in  Watford  parish;  John  Tombes,  of  St.  Albans; 
and  John  Leigh,  of  St.  Albans,  are  mentioned  among  the  chief 
supporters  of  the  place.  The  old  Deed  (in  the  keeping  of  Mr. 
William  Hair,  of  this  city)  provides  that  the  chapel  "  shall  be 
for  ever  a  place  for  the  public  assembly  of  Christians  professing 
the  Protestant  religion,  wherein  they  may  at  all  times  assemble, 
meet  together,  and  worship,  pray,  hear,  teach,  and  exercise, 
instruct,  and  be  instructed  in  the  mysteries,  faith,  and  practice 
of  the  said  holy  religion,  and  for  the  religious  and  pious  end, 
purposes  aforesaid  in  such  manner  as  to  them,  in  their  con- 
sciences, may  be  thought  fitting  and  expedient."1  Among  the 
early  names  connected  with  the  place  were  John,  Matthew, 
William,  and  Joshua  Iremonger  Kentish,  Miss  Corbet,  Mrs. 

1  The  names  of  the  original  Trustees  Matthew    Iremonger,    Thomas    Jones, 

in  this  Deed  of  11th  October,  1698,  are  William     Grunwin,     William    Smith, 

Joshua  Lomax,  Jabez  Earle,  Jonathan  William  Enowlton,  Ralph  Thrale. 
Grew,  William  Pembroke,  John  Eeles. 
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Edwin,  Mr.  Solly  of  Serge  Hill,  W.  Towgood.  The  first 
minister,  who  came  in  the  year  1698,  was  the  Rev.  Jonathan 
Grew,  DD. 

Jonathan  Grew  (says  Calamy,  who  had  his  account  from 
Dr.  Grew  himself,  and  whom  he  describes  as  a  very  careful 
and  exact  man1)  was  born  at  Atherstone,in  Warwick-  Dr  G 
shire,  in  the  year  1626.  Being  the  eldest  son  of  the  first  ' 
the  family,  he  might  have  had  a  good  estate,  but  mmiflter- 
that  his  grandfather  and  his  father  (though  they  were  not 
ministers)  were  crushed  by  the  High  Commission  Court  and 
Star  Chamber  for  Nonconformity.  He  was  nephew  of  Dr. 
Obadiah  Grew,  of  Coventry,  being  the  son  of  his  elder  brother. 
He  was  educated  at  Pembroke  Hall,  in  the  University  of 
Cambridge,  and  for  some  years  joined  with  Dr.  Sampson  in 
supplying  the  living  of  Framlingham,  in  Suffolk,  which  is  in 
the  gift  of  that  college.  But  having  an  invitation  to  be  tutor 
to  Sir  John  Hales,  of  Coventry,  Bart.,  and  his  brother,  he 
accepted  it.  The  Lady  Hales  removed  at  length  with  her 
family  to  Caldcot  Hall,  about  seven  miles  from  Coventry,  and 
there  he  was  when  the  Act  of  Uniformity  came  into  force. 
He  was  very  instrumental  in  the  refreshment,  comfort,  and 
establishment  of  worthy  Mr.  Evans,  minister  there,  whose 
melancholy  had  almost  overset  him.  Caldcot  was  a  living 
(though  there  were  then  scarce  above  fifteen  or  sixteen  houses 
in  the  parish)  worth  £120  per  annum,  and  a  pleasant  seat. 
This,  with  another  living  hard  by,  worth  £80  per  annum,  that 
were  in  the  gift  of  the  two  ladies,  was  offered  to  Mr.  Grew, 
and  Dr.  Hackett,  the  Bishop  of  the  diocese,  added  the  offer  of  a 
prebend  of  Coventry  and  Lichfield.  "But  as  Mr.  Grew  himself 
sent  me  word,"  continues  Calamy,  "they  were  no  temptation  to 
him  to  hazard  the  peace  of  his  conscience.  When  his  tutor- 
ship was  despatched,  he  left  the  family  and  came  to  London, 
altogether  to  seek  a  post  of  service,  nay,  for  subsistence.  He, 
at  length,  was  settled  for  some  time  in  a  school  at  Newington 
Green.  But  remembering  his  obligations  to  the  ministry,  he, 
upon  an  invitation  to  St.  Albans,  fixed  there,  as  pastor  of  a 
congregation ;  and  there  he,  not  long  since,  left  this  for  a  better 
life,  and  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Clark.,,    After  a  holy  and  con- 

*  Calamy  Account,  p.  751,  CorU\nn  p.  864. 
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sistent  ministry  of  many  years,  as  pastor  of  Dagnal  Street 
Chapel,  he  died  in  the  year  1711,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-five  years,  and  was  buried  in  the  Abbey,  in  the  presby- 
tery, by  the  Lady  Chapel,  close  by  the  shrine  of  St.  Alban. 
In  the  pavement  (says  Clutterbuck)  is  a  small,  broken  stone, 
inscribed — "Jon.  Grew,  dyed  1711.  Mary  Grew,  his  wife, 
1719.  Anne  Freeman,  her  granddaAigkter,  1732."  Near  this 
is  a  larger  marble  slab,  still  visible,  and  inscribed  thus:— 
u  D.  O.  M.  This  vault  is  the  property  of  Mrs.  Mary  Freeman 
Shepherd,  who  purchased  and  built  it  1768,  as  a  burial-place 
for  herself  and  family.  Therein  are  deposited  the  earthly 
remains  of  Dr.  Jonathan  Chew,  and  Mary,  his  wife ;  Nathaniel 
Shepherd,  Esquire,  their  son,  the  beloved  uncle,  godfather,  and 
benefactor  of  Mary  Freeman  Shepherd,  and  of  Anthony  Free- 
man, gent.,  and  Anne,  his  most  excellent  wife,  father  and 
mother  of  Mary  Freeman  Shepherd,  who  desires  to  be  buried 
here  also,  in  whatever  part  of  the  world  she  may  happen  to 
dye." 

The  next  minister  of  the  congregation  of  Protestant  Dis- 
senters meeting  in  Dagnal  Street  Chapel  was  Dr.  Samuel 
Dr.  Samuel  Clark,  who  was  ordained  pastor  of  the  church  on 
Clark,  1712.  ihe  17th  September,  1712.  The  number  of  hearers 
in  1715  is  given  (in  the  Evans  MSS.,  Dr.  Williams's  Lib.) 
as  four  hundred,  of  whom  forty-eight  were  voters  for  the 
county,  and  ninety-nine  for  the  borough,  showing  how  influ- 
ential in  the  town  the  Dissenters  were.  Four  hundred  hearers 
would  almost  fill  the  chapel.1  Samuel  Clark  was  great- 
grandson  of  the  celebrated  Samuel  Clark,  of  Bennet  Fink, 
well  known  as  the  Martyrologist.  The  scheme  given  on  the 
opposite  page,  sent  me  by  G.  T.  Clark,  Esq.,  shows  the 
pedigree. 

1  It  is  a  square  substantial  building  pillars  of  timber,  reminding  one  of  the 
of  red  brick,  unpretentious  but  massive,  Jachin  and  Boaz  of  Solomon's  temple, 
the  thick  walls  on  either  side  each  with  pillars  whose  very  names  denoted  "  firm- 
six  windows,  three  above  and  three  ness"  and  "  strength."  In  fact,  the 
below,  the  front  with  three  windows  building  stands  just  as  it  was  when 
above  and  two  wide  entrance  doors.  first  erected,  embodying  the  faith  of  its 
Within,  a  deep  gallery  runs  along  three  founders  in  the  permanence  of  the  pre- 
sides, and  the  pulpit  with  communion  ciples  which  as  Nonconformists  they 
pew  below  occupies  the  fourth,  com-  maintained.  Down  to  fifty  years  ago, 
manding  a  clear  view  of  every  seat  in  good  Mr.  Marshall's  time,  might  be 
below  and  above.  The  massive  roof  of  seen  a  line  of  twenty  carriages  in  wait- 
solid  oak  beams,  ceilinged  off,  is  sup-  ing  for  worshippers  of  an  influential 
ported   by  two   strong,  tall,    tree-like  class  residing  at  a  distance. 
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Hugh  Clark     =i= 
Minister  of  Woolston,  War- 
wickshire, for  40  years. 


Alice  Wilson, 


Samuel    Clark  =f=  Katherixe  Overton,     Daniel  Clark  =t=  Elizabeth 


the  martyrolo- 
gist,  born  10th 
Oct.,  1599;  died 
26th  Dec.,  1682. 


daughter  of  Valentine 
Overton,  rector  of  Bed- 
worth,  Warwickshire, 
married  Feb.  2nd, 
1625  ;  died  1675. 


born        12th 
March,  1608-9. 


John  Clark,  M.A.,  fel- 
low of  Pembroke  Hall, 
Cambridge,  ejected 
from  Cotgrave,  Notts ; 
died  18th  Sept.,  1669, 
aged  39. 


Samuel  Clark,  =f= 
ejected  from 
Grendon,  Backs, 
author  of  the  An- 
notations ;  born 
12th  Nov.,  1626, 
died  24th  Feb., 
1701. 


Sarah   d. 
of  Nat.  Lan- 
caster, B.D., 
minister       of 
Tarporley. 


Burdett. 


Elizabeth  Clark  = 
born   29th  Aug., 
1H56,    died    27th 
Sept.,  1736. 


Benjamin  Clark,  born 
29th  June,  1653,  married 
29th  Aug.,  1682.  died 
19th  Dec.,  1722. 


Samuel  Clark,  of  St.  Albans,  D.D. 


Daniel  Clark,  minister 
of  Ashford,  Derbyshire. 


Thus  it  appears  that  Dr.  Samuel  Clark  sprang  from  a  dis- 
tinguished line  of  Nonconformist  ministers.   The  founder  of  the 
family,  Hugh  Clark,  was  "  a  godly,  able,  faithful,  and  painful 
minister."     His  great-grandfather,  Samuel  Clark,  the  Martyr- 
ologist,  was  pupil  of  Thomas  Hooker,  in  Emanuel  College, 
Cambridge,  and  was  ejected  from  his  ministry  at  Bennet  Fink, 
London,  in  1662.     His  grandfather,  Samuel  Clark,  author  of 
the  Aimotatiori8  upon  the  Old  and  New  Testament,  was  the 
Nonconforming  minister  of  Grendon,  in  Bucks.     His  great- 
uncle,  John  Clark,  was  Nonconforming  minister  of  Cotgrave  in 
Nottinghamshire,  ejected  thence  with  a  family  of  six  small 
children.     Hin  father  and  mother,  Benjamin  and  Elizabeth 
Clark,  are  described  as  "very  valuable  people,  whom  God 
spared  to  a  very  advanced  age,  to  bring  up  two  sons  to  the 
service  of  the  sanctuary."1     His  brother  Daniel  married  the 
widow  of  Mr.  William  Bagshaw  of  Great  Hucklow,  and  resided 
after  his  marriage  at  that  village.     Upon  the  death  of  Mr. 
George  Lowe,  in  1717,  Daniel  Clark  was  chosen  stated  assistant 


See  Doddridge's  Funeral  Sermon  for  Dr.  8.  Clark,  Doddridge's  Works,  III.  397. 
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to  Mr.  John  Ashe,  minister  of  Ashford,  in  Derbyshire,  and  died 
November  11th,  1724. 

Dr.  Samuel  Clark  of  St.  Albans  was  born  on  the  16th 
December,  1684.  He  pursued  his  academical  studies  under 
the  direction  of  the  learned  Dr.  John  Ker,  a  native  of  Scot- 
land, who,  having  studied  in  one  of  its  universities,  completed 
his  education  at  Leyden,  took  the  degree  of  M.D.  from 
Holland,  came  to  London,  and  engaged  in  the  instruction 
of  young  men  for  the  ministry.  The  seat  of  his  academy 
was  at  Highgate,  and  with  him  Samuel  Clark  acquired  an 
early  reputation  for  that  accurate  acquaintance  with  the  Greek 
language,  and  that  intimate  knowledge  of  the  Scriptures,  both 
of  the  Old  and  New  Testament  in  the  original,  which  is 
so  important,  I  had  almost  said  so  indispensable,  a  part  of 
ministerial  furniture.  Dr.  Ker,  his  tutor,  was  eminent  for  his 
linguistic  scholarship,  and  "  trained  up  a  number  of  persons 
who  have  been  very  useful  in  the  world,"  says  Calamy ;  and 
Dr.  Doddridge  tells  us  that  he  heard  from  Samuel  Clarke's 
fellow-students  what  a  high  repute  for  classical  proficiency  he 
had  while  at  Dr.  Ker's. 

When  he  left  the  academy,  Samuel  Clark  did  not. choose  to 
enter  on  preaching  directly,  though  few,  of  his  years,  were 
better  qualified  for  it ;  but  he  resided  some  time  in  two  families 
of  rank,  in  the  capacity  of  a  chaplain  and  tutor.  While  thus 
directing  the  studies  of  young  men  committed  to  his  care,  he 
was  greatly  improving  his  own.  He  had  in  one  of  these 
Chose  the  families  considerable  offers  of  preferment  in  the 
ternSt  Established  Church,  which,  in  concurrence  with 
ministry,  other  much  weightier  considerations,  led  him  to 
study  the  foundations  of  Nonconformity  with  great  attention. 
"  The  result,"  adds  Doddridge,  addressing  his  bereaved  congre- 
gation, "  is  well  known  to  you,  by  the  happy  effects  of  it, 
which  you  enjoyed  for  so  many  years ;  and  though  no  man 
was  less  enslaved  to  party-spirit,  or  more  ready  to  do  justice 
and  honour  to  learning,  moderation,  and  piety,  wherever  he 
found  any  of  them,  yet,  I  am  authorized  to  say,  he  never 
repented  the  choice  he  made  under  all  its  temporal  disadvan- 
tages. Nor  is  it  any  wonder  to  me  that  the  observation  of 
growing  years,, and  the  freest  converse  with  men  and  books, 
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and,  above  all,  the  nearest  views  of  eternity,  increased  his 
satisfaction  in  it." 

During  this  period  of  retirement,  and  previous  to  his  settle- 
ment at  St.  Albans  in  his  twenty-eighth  year  (1712),  Clark 
gave  accurate  examination  to  all  the  main  theological  con- 
troversies, and  as  he  heard  the  different  parties  of  Christians 
pleading  for  themselves,  he  tried  them  all  by  Scripture  as  the 
only  standard,  and  happily  steered  between  opposite  extremes. 
This  gave  him  that  moderation  for  which  he  was  so  eminently 
remarkable  and  amiable,  and  enabled  him,  while  vigorously 
supporting  and  enforcing  the  great  verities  of  the  Gospel,  to 
hold  the  truth  in  love,  and  not  only  to  bear  with  those  who 
expressed  themselves  differently,  but  to  pay  real  deference  to 
the  valuable  personal  qualities  which  he  discerned  in  them. 
It  was  a  maxim  which  he  early  imbibed  and  constantly 
retained,  "that  all  the  heresies  which  had  corrupted  and 
afflicted  the  Church  owed  their  origin  to  men  s  departing  from 
the  simplicity  of  Scripture,  and  must  derive  their  cure  from  a 
return  to  it." 

When,  from  his  ordination1  at  St.  Albans  downwards,  he 
appeared  under  the  character  of  a  preacher,  "he  happily 
joined  the  rational  and  pathetic  with  the  Scriptural  and 
evangelical  strain.  The  most  judicious  hearers  were  enter- 
tained, while  the  least  knowing  were  instructed,  and  they  who 
had  made  the  greatest  progress  in  the  Divine  life  were  led  on 
to  further  improvements.  It  was  an  honour  to  the  taste  and 
judgment  of  those  who  then  constituted  the  church  of  Dagnal- 
street,  that  they  unanimously  made  choice  of  him  as  their 
pastor.  And  who  can  express  how  great  a  blessing  it  has  been 
to  the  church  and  auditory  to  have  enjoyed  the  benefit  of  his 
labours  more  than  thirty-eight  years?  During  these  years 
every  public  assembly  in  which  he  presided  was  witness  to 
the  fervency  of  his  prayers,  and  the  excellent  matter  and 
tendency  of  his  sermons ;  and  he  had  a  testimony  in  the  con- 
science of  every  one  that  knew  him,  how  fully  his  instructions 

1  A  full  account  of  his  ordination  was  Henry  delivered  the  exhortation.    The 

«nblished  as  a  tract,  which  is  in  Dr.  Tract  contains  Mr.  Clark's  "  Confession 

Hlliamss  library.     From  it  we  learn  of  Faith,"  and  a  Preface  by  Dr.  Williams 

that  it  took  place  September  16th,  1712 ;  "on  the  method  and  solemnity  of  Pres- 

that  Dr.  Daniel  Williams  presided,  Mr.  byterian  ordination." 


Jeremiah  Smith  preached,  and  Matthew 
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and  exhortations  were  enforced  by  the  most  blameless  and 
honourable  conversation." 1 

With  reference  to  his  work  as  a  pastor,  it  is  testified  con- 
cerning Samuel  Clark  that  "  like  his  Divine  Master  he  went 
Hiflworkas  about  doing  goody  and  all  branches  of  his  work 
a  pastor.  were  hfe  delight  From  his  well-furnished  mind  he 
was  always  ready  to  communicate  knowledge,  and  to  promote 
rational  and  improving  conversation,  filling  up  his  time  pro- 
fitably abroad  as  well  as  at  home,  and  redeeming  hours 
often  lost  even  by  persons  of  knowledge  and  piety.  Seasons 
appointed  for  meals  were  not  exempted  from  his  care.  The 
Bible  furnished  out  his  own  family  food  for  the  mind  at  the 
morning  meal,  and  it  was  usual  for  every  member  of  his 
family  present  at  breakfast  to  repeat  a  text  of  Scripture. 

It  was  customary  with  Dr.  Samuel  Clark  for  many  years 
to  meet  young  persons  in  the  vestry  on  Thursday  evenings 
Oririnofhia  for  religious  conversation,  in  which  he  went  over 
PtamU^of  successively  some  useful  subjects  of  which  he  gave 
Scripture.  them  some  schemes  in  writing,  that  they  might 
give  an  account  of  them.  Thus  he  went  over  the  History  of 
Scripture,  the  Evidences  of  Natural  and  Revealed  Religion, 
the  Reasons  of  the  Reformation  from  Popery,  and  The  Ethics 
of  Solomon  collected  from  an  analysis  of  the  Books  of  Proverbs 
and  Ecdesiastes.  It  is  to  his  labour  for  this  class  of  young 
persons  that  we  owe  his  well-known  and  still  valuable  work 
upon  the  Promises  of  Scripture.  In  the  preface  to  this  work 
he  gives  the  following  account  of  it: — "The  occasion  of  my 
first  entering  upon  this  work  was  to  assist  some  young  persons 
who  are  employed  in  improving  themselves  and  one  another 
in  the  knowledge  of  the  Scriptures,  one  of  their  exercises  being 
to  treasure  up  in  their  memories  and  question  one  another 
upon  the  promises,  under  their  several  heads.  At  first  I 
intended  to  put  together  a  small  number  upon  some  principal 
subjects ;  but  upon  searching  the  Scriptures,  more  and  more 
texts  still  offering  themselves,  the  collection  at  length  grew 
so  large,  that  the  taking  so  many  copies  as  were  wanted  would 
have  been  a  tedious  work ;  for  which  reason,  and  in  hopes  it 
might  serve  the  same  useful  end  to  others,  I  at  last  gave  way 

1  Doddridge's  World,  ed.  1808,  8vo,  vol.  iii.,  p.  899. 
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to  its  being  made  public.    Though  this  collection  has  cost  me 
not  a  little  time  and  pains,  I  have  myself  received  advantage 
from  the  study,  and  expect  assistance  from  this  book  in  my 
private  thoughts  and  compositions  for  the  pulpit.     The  direc- 
tors of  the  education  of  children  in  charity  schools  may  make 
this  book  serve  good  purposes.     I  have  frequently  thought  of 
making  some  proper  collections  of  scriptures  to  be  treasured 
in  the  memory,  particularly  for  the  benefit  of  the  charity- 
school  at  St  Albans."    Dr.  Isaac  Watts,  in  a  Recommendation 
prefixed  to  the  second  edition,  speaks  of  "  the  worthy  author 
whom  I  have  long  known  with  esteem  and  honour/'  and  says, 
"  This  is  such  a  work  as  I  dare  put  into  the  hands  of  every 
Christian,  among  all  their  divided  sects  and  parties  in  the 
world.    The  noisy  controversies  of  the  age,  which  eat  out  the 
vitals  of  true  religion,  have  no  room  nor  place  here.    The  book 
is  of  excellent  use  to  lie  on  the  table  in  the  chamber  of 
sickness,  and  now  and  then  to  take  a  sip  of  the  river  of  life, 
which  runs  through  it  in  a  thousand  little  rills  of  peace  and 
joy." 

His  main  work  for  the  good  of  the  town  of  St.  Albans  was 
the  Charity  School,  which  he  founded  and  guided,  and  gave 
his  time,  money,  and  energy  to  for  many  years.   His  Charity 
In  it  thirty  boys  and  ten  girls  were  clothed  and  SchooL 
educated.   "  I  cannot,"  says  Doddridge, "  look  upon  the  children 
of  the  Charity  School  now  present  without  recollecting  that 
it  is  now  (1750)  more  than  thirty  years  since  it  was  founded 
by  his  pious  care,  exciting  the  generosity  of  his  flock  to  make, 
if  I  mistake  not,  the  first  efforts  of  this  kind  that  have  been 
made  among  the  Dissenters  in  the  country,  an  example  which 
has  since  been  followed  in  many  other  places  with  happy 
success.    The  institution  has  been  a  means  of  great  good  as  to 
the  temporal  and  eternal  interests  of  many  who  must  other- 
wise have  been  exposed  to  great  ignorance  and  wretchedness/' 
Sermons  were  preached  annually  in  aid  of  this  school  by  some 
of  the  most  eminent  ministers  of  the  time,  and  the  collections 
amounted  frequently  to  twenty  pounds  and  upwards.     In 
looking  over  the  list  of  these  annual  sermons,  it  was  a  matter 
of  pleasant  surprise  to  me  to  find  the  name,  on  two  successive 

*  Fmtral  Sermon  as  before,  p.  40&    See  also  Prot.  Diss.  Mag.}  ii.  94. 
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occasions,  of  my  father's  uncle,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Urwick,  who 
was  minister  of  the  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters  at 
Clapham,  London,  for  the  last  twenty  years  of  last  century. 

The  only  other  work  which  Dr.  Samuel  Clark  of  St.  Albans 
published  was  a  pamphlet  containing  three  sermons  on  The 
Folly  of  Irresolution  in  Religion,  from  Acts  xxvi.  28,  29, 
"  preached  at  Northampton,  May  16th,  1742,  and  published  at 
the  desire  of  those  who  heard  them."  "  They  seem  sufficient," 
says  Doddridge,  "to  convince  every  conscience."  We  give 
one  important  extract:  " Jesus  Christ  is  the  alone  Mediator 
between  God  and  man,  by  whom  we  have  access  to  God,  and 
derive  all  blessings  from  Him.  He  was  before  all  worlds  the 
Only-begotten  Son  of  God,  the  Brightness  of  the  Father's 
glory,  the  express  image  of  His  Person,  possessed  of  the  Divine 
glory  and  perfection  in  such  a  manner  as  that  all  that  the  Father 
hath  is  His,  the  Father  being  in  Him  and  He  in  the  Father. 
In  Him  therefore  dwells  infinite  power  and  wisdom,  inex- 
haustible goodness  and  love,  even  the  fulness  of  all  the  God- 
head bodily."  * 

Perhaps  the  most  touching  incident  of  Dr.  Samuel  Clark's 
life  at  St.  Albans  was  his  kindness  to  the  young  Doddridge. 

HU  kindness  *»  the  y^  1715>  PhmP  Doddridge  (bom  1702) 
to  Philip  was,  upon  his  father's  and  mother's  death,  placed  in 
n  ge"  a  private  school  at  St.  Albans,  under  the  care  of  a 
worthy  and  learned  master,  Mr.  Nathaniel  Wood.  Th  >  person- 
into  whose  hands  the  care  of  his  affairs  fell  after  his  father's 
death  proved  so  imprudent  as  to  waste  the  whole  of  his  own 
and  Philip  Doddridge's  substance.  Dr.  Clark  heard  of  this, 
and,  though  an  entire  stranger  to  the  boy,  came  to  his  help, 

1  Dr.  Clark  gives  the  following  account  one  another  a  proverb,  e$.,  upon  good 
of  his  class-meetings  :—  "When  a  com-  discourse,  or  against  backbiting,  etc.  At 
panv  meet  together  either  occasionally  other  times  they  try  one  another  upon 
in  their  visits,  or  at  stated  times  for  the  the  comparisons  of  Scripture ;  for  in- 
purpose,  they  try  one  another's  know-  stance,  one  enquires,  What  is  the  sun 
ledge  of  the  most  useful  parts  of  Scrip-  compared  to  ?  They  answer  in  the 
ture  by  asking  questions  each  in  their  words  of  Psalmlxxxiv.il,  "God  is  a  son." 
turn.  They  sometimes  are  upon  the  These  and  such  like  exercises  engage 
promises.  One  demands  a  promise,  e.g.,  of  them  in  the  study  of  the  Scriptures,  put 
the  pardon  of  sin;  another,  to  the  charit-  them  upon  reflecting  on  its  sense  and 
able.  Sometimes  they  go  upon  the  use,  oblige  them  to  treasure  in  their 
duties  of  Scripture,  e.g.,  one  asks  for  a  memories  the  most  excellent  and  useful 
text  commending  prayer,  another  a  text  passages,  and  furnish  them  with  very 
upon  sanctifying  the  Sabbath.  Some-  profitable  and  delightful  matter  of  con- 
times  they  confine  themselves  to  the  versation."  (Note  in  the  Preface  to  the 
Proverbs  of  Solomon,  and  so  require  of  First  Edition  of  Clark  on  the  Promises.) 
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and  stood  in  the  place  of  a  father  to  him;  had  not  Providence 
raised  him  up  such  a  generous  friend,  he  could  not  have  been 
carried  on  in  the  course  of  his  studies.     Doddridge  attended  Dr. 
Clark's  ministry,  and  in  1719  was  admitted  to  the  Communion 
of  the  Church,  under  Dr.  Clark's  pastoral  care.    The  doctor 
treated  him  with  paternal  affection  as  long  as  he  continued  at 
St  Albans,  and  Doddridge  always  spoke  of  Dr.  Clark  in  terms  of 
the  highest  respect  and  gratitude.     In  his  funeral  sermon  on 
the  text  Jesus  wept,  "  preached  at  St.  Albans  December  16th, 
1750,  on  occasion  of  the  much  lamented  death  of  the  late  Rev. 
Samuel  Clark,  D.D.,  who  died  December  4th,  in  the  sixty- 
sixth  year  of  his  age,"  Doddridge  exclaims,  "  O  my  brethren, 
what  shall  I  say  ?     With  difficulty,  indeed,  do  I  restrain  a 
thousand  thoughts  which  are  rising  in  my  mind,  while  I  speak 
of  my  friend,  of  my  father,  for  such  I  may  properly  call  him, 
if  all  the  offices  of  paternal  tenderness  and  care  can  merit  that 
title.     As  when  Dorcas  was  gone,  surviving  friends  showed  the 
garments  which  she  had  made  for  the  poor,  as  memorials  of 
her  goodness,  so  may  I  this  day  show  many  remaining,  many 
present  effects  of  Dr.  Clark's  piety  and  zeal.    To  him,  I  may 
truly  say,  that  under  God  I  owe  even  myself,  and  all  my 
opportunities  of  public  usefulness  in  the  Church ;  to  him,  who 
was  not  only  the  instructor  of  my  childhood  and  youth  in 
the  principles  of  religion,  but  my  guardian  when  a  helpless 
orphan,  as  well  as  a  generous,  tender,  faithful  friend,  of  all  my 
advancing  years.     By  him  were  many  of  you  instructed  with 
me  in  the  course  of  catechistical  lectures,  and  other  exercises 
of  the  like  kind,  which  he  so  happily  invented  and  diversified 
for  the  benefit  of  the  rising  generation."     It  was,  no  doubt, 
owing  to  Dr.  Clark's  influence  that  Doddridge,  when  he  left 
St.  Albans,  declined  an  offer1  of  education  in  one  of  the  uni- 
versities if  he  would  take  Orders  in  the  establishment,  and 
chose  rather  to  enter  the  ministry  among  Protestant  Dissenters. 
Received  upon  the  recommendation  of  Dr.  Clark,  he  removed 

1  The  offer  came  from  the  Duchess  of  pies.    Thus  was  he  led  to  the  ministry, 

Bedford,  and  while  anxiously  considering  and  continued  some  months  at  St.  Albans, 

it  the  postman  brought,  one  morning,  a  under  the  instructions  of  his  generous 

om  I>r.  Clark,  telling  him  that  friend,  who  furnished  him  with  proper 


be  had  beard  of  bis  difficulties,  and  offer-  books,  directed  him  in  his  studies,  and 
intf  to  take  him  under  his  care,  if  he  laboured  to  cherish  religious  dispositions 
enose  the  ministry  on  Christian  princi-      and  views  in  his  heart. 
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at  the  end  of  the  year  1719  to  an  academy  at  Kibworth, 
in  Leicestershire,  under  the  care  of  the  Rev.  John  Jennings. 
When  at  college  Dr.  Clark  kept  up  a  regular  correspondence 
with  him,  and  greatly  helped  him  by  his  reflections  and  advice. 
"I  heartily  thank  you/'  writes  Doddridge  to  his  benefactor, 
"  for  the  excellent  advices  you  give  me,  especially  relating  to 
humility.  I  cannot  but  reflect  that,  under  Qod,  I  owe  this 
pleasure  (in  my  ministry)  to  your  generosity  and  kindness. 
If  God  had  not  wonderfully  provided  for  me  by  your  means, 
instead  of  this  honourable  and  delightful  employment,  I  should, 
in  all  probability,  have  been  tied  down  to  some  dull  mechanic 
business."  At  Doddridge's  ordination  at  Northampton  (1730), 
"  Mr.  Clark,  of  St.  Albans,  gave  the  charge."  And  so,  through- 
out his  ministry  as  pastor,  tutor,  and  writer,  Doddridge 
felt  the  influence  of  his  early  friend  and  father,  the  St.  Albans 
pastor.  It  adds  to  the  interest  of  the  connection  between  the 
two,  that  it  was  on  occasion  of  his  journey  to  St.  Albans  to 
preach  the  funeral  sermon  for  Dr.  Clark,  that  Doddridge 
unhappily  contracted  the  cold  which  hung  upon  him  the 
remainder  of  the  winter,  and  terminated  fatally  the  following 
year  (October  26th,  1751),  so  that  he  survived  his  benefactor 
only  ten  months.  In  fact,  the  lives  of  the  two  were  very  much 
intertwined.  Had  Dr.  Samuel  Clark  done  nothing  else,  he  is 
worthy  to  be  held  in  honour  as  the  spiritual  father  and  friend 
of  the  author  of  The  Family  Eocpositor,  The  Rise  and  Progress 
of  Religion  in  the  Soul,  and  those  beautiful  hymns  which  all 
Christendom  has  made  its  own. 

The  following  extracts  from  some  of  Dr.  Clark's  letters  to 
Philip  Doddridge  illustrate  for  us  the  affectionate,  genial,  and 
wise  disposition  of  the  writer : — 

"  St.  Albans,  March  2Sih9 1720. 

"  Dear  Phil, — I  received  both  your  letters,  the  former  when 
at  London  the  week  before  last,  and  the  latter  yesterday.  I 
His  letter*  ^ad  written  to  you  sooner,  but  that  I  have  been 
to  Doddridge,  very  busy  preparing  a  piece  for  the  press,  viz.,  a 
collection  of  the  promises  of  Scripture,  ranged  under  their  re- 
spective heads,  the  texts  at  length,  in  two  parts;  containing  the 
blessings  promised,  and  the  persons  to  whom  the  promises  are 
made;  with  an  appendix  of  promises  relating  to  the  future 
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state  of  the  Church,  and  a  preface,  giving  an  account  of  the 
use  and  rules  for  the  application  of  the  promises.  I  at  first 
designed  it  for  the  use  of  the  young  people  of  this  congregation, 
but  am  now  persuaded  to  print  it,  as  what  may  be  more 
generally  useful.  ...  I  am  glad  to  hear  you  have  so  well 
recovered  your  health.  I  hope  it  is  because  God  designs  to 
make  use  of  you  as  an  instrument  of  His  glory,  and  that  you 
will  look  upon  this  providence  as  laying  you  under  a  further 
obligation  to  do  what  you  can  to  fit  yourself  for  that  purpose. 
Now  is  your  time  for  thorough  improvement,  for  when  you 
are  called  to  public  work  you  will  meet  with  a  thousand 
avocations.  Close  reasoning,  a  perfect  acquaintance  with  the 
Scripture,  and  the  methods  of  applying  most  effectually  to  the 
consciences  of  men,  are  what  I,  in  particular,  recommend  to 
your  diligent  application.  .  .  .  Heartily  commending  you  and 
your  studies  to  the  Divine  blessing, 

"  I  am,  your  affectionate  friend, 

"Samuel  Clark." 

"  St.  Albans,  December  8th,  1722. 
"  Dear  Phil, — You  may  well  wonder  at  my  long-continued 
silence.     I  blame  myself  for  it ;  but  it  is  not  owing  to  a  dis- 
regard of  you,  for  I  have  several  times  been  going  to  write, 
but  one  thing  or  other  has  still  hindered  me.     I  have  both 
your  letters  before  me.     I  had  heard  of  your  beginning  to 
preach,  and  was  informed  it  was  with  good  acceptance.  .  .  . 
One  thing  that  you  ministers  have  particular  reason  to  study 
is  humility.     I  am  not  able  to  determine  in  what  manner  you 
will  be  disposed  of  when  the  course  of  your  studies  is  finished 
at  Kibworth.     If  I  could  procure  some  agreeable  femily  for 
you  to  be  in,  where  you  would  not  be  obliged  to  constant 
preaching,  but  have  time  for  your  studies,  I  should  advise  you 
to  fall  in  with  it.     But  I  shall  consult  Mr.  (Dr.  Nathaniel) 
Cotton,  and  some  other  friends  about  it,  and  if  Mr.  Jennings 
comes  to  town  this  Christmas,  I  shall  find  an  opportunity  of 
discoursing  with  him.     I  shall  take  care  to  transmit  what  you 
desire  to  your  sister.     I  continue  to  recommend  you  and  your 
studies  to  the  Divine  blessing  and  grace,  and  heartily  pray 
you  may  have  the  honour  to  be  employed  by  our  great  Lord 
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and  Master  considerably  to  advance  His  kingdom  and  interest 
in  the  world ;  to  see  which  will  be  an  abundant  recompense 
for  whatever  trouble  I  have  been  at  upon  your  account. 
"  I  am,  your  affectionate  friend, 

"S.  Clark."1 


Through  a  long  series  of  years  Dr.  Samuel  Clark  lived  and 
laboured  at  St.  Albans,  increasing  in  knowledge  and  piety,  in 
zeal  and  usefulness,  loving  all,  and  by  all  beloved,  bringing  joy 
into  every  house  which  he  entered,  and,  most  of  all,  into  his 
own  when  he  returned  to  it.  And  when  towards  the  close  of 
so  bright  a  day  heavy  afflictions  visited  him,  he  took  occasion 
from  them  to  exhibit  new  virtues  and  graces.  He  bore  fre- 
quent visits  of  acute  pain  with  uncommon  patience  and 
cheerfulness.  Though  his  speech  was  so  much  affected  by  his 
paralytic  disorder  as  to  render  him  for  more  than  a  year  and  a 
half  incapable  of  preaching,  his  understanding  continued  in  its 
full  vigour.      After  a  brief  interval  of  restoration,  the  last 


*  We  cannot  refrain  from  giving  ex- 
tracts from  two  more  letters,  showing 
Dr.  Samuel  Clark's  humour,  and  his 
breadth  of  Catholic  sympathy. 

"  St.  Albans,  March  21st,  1726-7.  Not 
having  any  other  opportunity,  I  thought 
it  necessary  to  send  you  this  without 
delay  by  the  post,  to  complain  of  your 
keeping  in  your  place  of  worship  such 
stumbling-blocks  and  superstitious  cus- 
toms as  are  very  offensive  to  your  Chris- 
tian brethren.  It  is  no  wonder  you  are 
thought  a  legal  preacher,  when  you  have 
the  Ten  Commandments  painted  upon 
the  walls  of  your  chapel ;  besides,  you 
have  a  clerk,  it  seems,  so  impertinent  as 
to  say  Amen  with  an  audible  voice.  0 
temporal  0  mores!  that  such  a  rag  of 
Popery  should  ever  be  tolerated  in  a 
congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters; 
and  to  complete  all,  you.  the  minister, 
conclude  your  prayers  with  a  form  called 
the  Lord's  Prayer.  Do  you  know  what 
mischief  you  have  done ?  What  a  blot 
you  have  brought  upon  yourself  by  such 
offensive  practices  !  It  may  be  you  are 
surprised  what  this  means.  In  a  few 
words,  then,  Mr.  Chandler,  of  Bedford, 
being  on  his  return  home  at  Mr.  Eccles's, 
desired  him  (upon  my  motion)  to  write 
to  Hertford,  to  recommend  you  to  them 
in  his  name,  as  a  very  fit  man  to  be  their 
minister.  Upon  this,  two  members  of 
that  congregation  went  over  the  other 


day  to  Kibworth  to  hear  you  preach; 
but  no  sooner  did  they  come  into  the 
place  but  they  found  themselves  disap- 
pointed ;  and  what  they  heard  at  the 
close  confirmed  them  so  much  in  their 
prejudices,  that  they  thought  it  needless 
to  say  anything  of  their  intention  to  you. 
Going  to  preach  last  Sunday  at  Ware,  I 
heard  all  this  there,  and  afterwards  at 
Hertford.  I  cannot  but  pity  them  for 
their  weakness,  and  do  not  know  but  it 
is  happy  for  you  that  you  are  not  to 
encounter  with  such  odd  humours.  But 
for  their  sakes  I  heartily  wished  your 
settlement  among  them;  and  for  my 
own,  that  I  might  have  had  the  pleasure 
of  tener  of  your  company." 

41  St.  Albans,  May  31st,  1727.  You 
have  seen,  I  suppose,  what  the  public 
prints  inform  us  of,  relating  to  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  General  Assembly  of 
Scotland  against  Mr.  Patrick  Simeon. 
They  are  going  to  deprive  that  Church 
of  one  of  the  most  valuable  persons  in 
it,  because  he  does  not  think  it  necessary 
to  tie  himself  down  exactly  to  their  Shib- 
boleth, nor  oblige  himself  to  conform  to 
all  the  scholastic  ways  of  speaking,  con- 
cerning some  things  about  which  the 
Scripture  is  silent  By  what  I  saw  and 
heard  of  him  when  in  Scotland,  he  is  a 
much  better  judge  of  those  matters  than 
the  greater  part  of  those  who  are  to  judge 
him.    His  crime  is  that  he  is  disposed  to 
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Sabbath,  and  almost  the  last  day  of  his  life,  was  spent  with  his 
congregation  in  yonder  chapel,  and  he  was  adminis-   „.      * 

i.     •       ?i      «  .      *,i       •«■       11    «  i      «i  His  death. 

tering  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord  s  Supper  to  them 
(on  Sunday,  December  2nd),  but  a  few  hours  before  he  received 
his  final  discharge  from  the  service  of  this  lower  world.  He 
died  very  suddenly,  testifying  the  tranquillity  and  joy  of  his 
heart,  and  without  a  groan,  on  Tuesday,  December  4th,  1750, 
and  his  remains  were  laid  in  the  burial-ground  of  St.  Peter's 
Church,  where  his  tombstone  bears  the  following  inscription : — 

"  In  memory  of  the  Reverend  and  learned,  candid  and  pious,  Samuel 
Clark,  D.D.,  thirty-eight  years  Pastor  of  a  Dissenting  congregation  in  this 
town,  who  having  enforced  the  most  judicious,  animated,  and  engaging 
instructions,  by  the  practice  of  every  virtue  and  grace  which  could  adorn 
public  or  private  life,  met  sudden  death  with  firmness  and  serenity,  secure 
of  that  Divine  approbation  to  which  he  had  resolutely  sacrificed  every 
other  regard.  06.  4th  December,  1750,  cat.  66.  Here  also  lyeth  the 
body  of  Sarah,  his  wife,  who  dyed  4th  February,  1757,  aged  56.  'Be  ye 
followers  of  them  who  through  faith  and  patience  inherit  the  promises.' 
Here  lyes  the  body  of  Thomas  Clark,  the  son  of  Samuel  Clark,  D.D.,  and 
Sarah  his  wife,  who  dyed  10th  November,  1748,  in  the  12th  year  of  his 
age.     The  flower  fadeth" 

Besides  this  son  Thomas,  Dr.  Samuel  Clark  had  a  son  Joseph, 

who  married  Sarah  Rusdell,  and  was  Distributor  of  Stamps  for 

Northamptonshire.     He  died  in  1807.     His  eldest  son,  Samuel 

Clark,  studied  theology  at  Northampton  under  Dr.  Doddridge, 

and  his  father  lived  to  see  him  enter  the  ministry  in  a  manner 

think  for  himself;   but  yet  he  is  very  useful  in  the  Church  of  England,  to  which 

cautious  to  avoid  giving  offence,  which  he  has  removed  himself.    For  my  part, 

f  perceive  is,  by  the  bigots,  interpreted  I  am  willing  to  allow  a  man  the  liberty 

conning  and  dissimulation.    One  would  of  changing  his  mind,  without  thinking 

think   that  the  experience  of  so  many  the  worse  of  him  for  it.    And  if  he  still 

«ges   should  be  sufficient  to  make  the  maintains  his  catholic  spirit,  and  makes 

World  wiaer ;  and  that  those  who  pretend  it  his  business  to  promote  the  interests 

to  govern  in  the  Church  should  learn  at  of  piety  and  virtue  among  his  new  friends, 

Ust  that   their  power  might  be  much  I  shall  still  have  the  same  esteem  for 

better  exercised  than  in  destroying  the  him  as  formerly.  .  .  .  The  consciousness 

usefulness  of  the  best  men  in  it,  merely  of  real  worth,  and  a  sincere  desire  and 

for  nice  speculations  about  unrevealed  endeavour  to  do  what  good  we  can,  in 

or  disputable  points.    Suppose  a  person  whatever  station  Providence  shall  place 

should  not  speak  with  an  exact  propriety  us,  afford  a  satisfaction  more  solid  and 

concerning'  the  manner  of  Christ's  exist-  permanent  than  what  springs  from  the 

encef  a  point  bo  much  above  our  reach,  uncertain  applauses  of  the  multitude, 

yet  if  ne  lores  Him,  trusts  in  Him,  and  for  which  they  themselves  can  frequently 

sincerely  obeys  Him,  what  harm  does  give  no  reason."  These  letters,  with  those 

telitdon  softer  by  it?    But  I  need  not  above  given,  will  be  found  in  Letters  to 

fintaree  noon  this   to  you,  who  are  so  and  from  Philip  Doddridge,  D.D.,  with 

I/nutfcriJcted  in  the  tinreasonableness  notes  bv  T.  Stedman,  vicar  of  St.  Chad's, 

—eu  mB**^        get  0f  speculative  notions.  Shrewsbury,  1790,  8vo,  pp.  1—22. 


rfAtWrv  to  a  set  or  speculative  noraons. 
.  ^^Sj  Mr. mav  **  eminently 
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that  rejoiced  his  heart.  On  the  conclusion  of  his  college  course 
Dr.  Doddridge  took  him  to  be  his  assistant  in  the  Academy, 
and  when  he  left  for  his  health  on  a  voyage  to  Lisbon,  he  com- 
mitted the  care  of  both  his  congregation  and  the  Academy  to 
Mr.  Clark,  who  was  then  but  twenty-three  years  of  age.  When 
on  Dr.  Doddridge's  death  the  Academy  was  removed  to  Daven- 
try,  under  Mr.  Caleb  Ash  worth's  care,  Mr.  Clark  continued  as 
assistant  tutor  till  1757,  when  he  became  pastor  of  the  congre- 
gation at  the  Old  Meeting,  Birmingham.  Here  he  died 
December  6th,  1769,  in  his  forty-second  year.1  He  was  the 
editor  of  Doddridge's  Lectures  on  Ethics  and  Divinity.  Among 
his  particular  friends  was  the  Rev.  Joseph  Gbigo,  who  pos- 
sessed remarkable  talents,  but  had  no  pastoral  charge.  He 
resided  at  St  Albans,  and  was  kind  in  assisting  his  brethren.' 
Of  Dr.  Samuel  Clark's  daughters  one  married  Wm.  Rose,  LL.D., 
of  Chiswick,  and  another  married  the  Rev.  Jabez  Hirons, 
Dr.  Clark's  successor,  of  whom  we  have  next  to  speak. 

Jabez  Hirons  was  born  at  St.  Albans  July  11th,  1728,  and 

had  his  grammar  learning  partly  under  a  respectable  clergyman 

Jabez         ***  lietowteishire,  partly  under  Dr.  Aikin,  at  Kib- 

Hirons,       worth,  in  the  same  county.    He  next  was  placed 

1»tA        1H1 - 

'under  Dr.  Doddridge,  at  Northampton,  in  whose 
Academy  he  spent  five  years.  In  1750  he  assisted,  and  in  1751 
he  succeeded,  Dr.  Samuel  Clark,  in  charge  of  the  Dissenting 
congregation  in  his  native  town.  He  was  invited  in  1770  to 
become  pastor  of  a  church  at  Dudley,  in  Worcestershire,  but  he 
declined  the  invitation,  and  continued  at  St.  Albans,  the  place 
of  his  birth,  to  the  day  of  his  death,  where  he  had  sustained 
the  pastoral  relation  honourably,  in  one  place,  for  nearly 
sixty-two  years.  It  is  a  memorable  and  almost  unparalleled 
circumstance,  that  this  congregation  was  under  the  successive 
care  of  only  two  ministers  for  exactly  a  century,  from  1712— 
1812.  During  his  lengthened  life  and  ministry  it  .was  the  lot 
of  Mr.  Hirons  to  witness  painful  vicissitudes  in  his  neighbour- 
hood and  connections.     But  his  private  and  his  public  labours 

1  Monthly  Repository,  i.,  p.  617.  the  first  book  of  which  only  appeared. 

*  Mr.  Grrigg  published   The   Voice  of  1745 ;   also  a  sermon   On  the    General 

Danger   the    Voice    of  Gcxl,    a    sermon  Judgment,  Acts  xvii.  31.    (Monthly  Bepo- 

preached  at  St.  Albans  and  at  Boxmoor,  sito'ry,  i.  617,  ii.  (19.) 
175<>  ;  also  a  poem  entitled  The  Saviour, 
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were  rendered  useful  to  several.  Had  his  characteristic 
modesty  permitted,  he  might  have  said  with  Mr.  Orton  (one 
of  his  tutors  at  Northampton),  whom  he,  in  some  ways,  resem- 
bled, "I  hope  many  aged  persons  have  been  edified  by  my 
services,  and  not  a  few  young  people  trained  up  in  sentiments 
of  wisdom  and  piety."  He  took  a  deep  and  unremitting 
interest  in  the  Charity  School,  founded  by  his  father-in-law, 
Dr.  Samuel  Clark.  He  visited  it  with  parental  vigilance  and 
unwearied  zeal,  and  of  the  young  persons  whom  it  has  educated 
there  were  some  on  whom  lasting  religious  impressions  were 
made  by  the  instrumentality  of  Mr.  Hirons.  He  took  great 
delight,  and  displayed  considerable  ability,  in  gratifying  the 
thirst  of  the  young  for  Scriptural  knowledge. 

His  ministerial  services  were  serious  and  devout.     In  his  dis- 
courses he  aimed  to  be  intelligible  and  practical.     His  prayers, 
both  in  the  family  and  in  public,  were  solemn,  appropriate, 
pathetic,  and  were  noticed  for  their  excellence  by  his  brethren 
in  the  ministry,  both  among  Dissenters  and  in  the  Establish- 
ment.    In  literary  and  intellectual  power  he  was  superior  to 
many  of  more  showy  parts  and  less  diffidence,  and  he  was  in 
the  habit  of  contributing  to  one  of  the  oldest  periodicals.     Of 
general,  and  especially  of  theological  and  historical  knowledge, 
he  possessed  no  inconsiderable  stock.     "The  Scriptures  he 
interpreted  as  became  a  Protestant  by  the  Scriptures,  neither 
admitting  infallibility  to  exist  in  any  human  uninspired  being, 
nor  assuming  it  for  himself.     His  opinions  on  some  disputed 
points  were  perhaps  at  nearly  an  equal  distance  from  those 
which  justly  or  unjustly  are  regarded  as  the  extremes  of 
theological  sentiment  among  professing  Christians.     Never 
was  a  man  more  generally  or  more  deservedly  respected  for 
his  unaffected  candour  and  Catholicism,  for  his  upright,  peaceful, 
blameless,  and  consistent  deportment,  and  for  his  readiness  to 
do  good  to  all  men,  as  he  had  opportunity.    His  benevolence 
was  self-denying  as  well  as  extensive,  his  disposition  extremely 
generous  and  grateful.    To  the  young  his  manners  were  par- 
ticularly conciliating,  and  there  were  instances  in  which  he 
was  honoured  with  the  guardianship  of  orphans,  to  whom  he 
manifested  all  the  tenderness  and  wisdom  of  a  father."1 

1  Monthly  Repository,  1818. 
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When  his  life  drew  to  a  close  he  was  fond  of  preaching  on 
two  texts,  which  showed  his  general  views  of  Christian  doc- 
trine, and  the  subjects  most  congenial  to  him.  The  former 
had  much  affected  him  in  his  early  days  in  consequence  of  his 
hearing  it  repeated  by  a  pious  but  afflicted  person  in  humble 
circumstances ;  it  is  Bom.  xi.  36,  For  of  Him,  and  through 
Him,  and  to  Him  are  all  things,  to  whom  be  glvry  for  ever. 
Amen.  The  other  is  2  Cor.  v.  18.  Though  faint,  he  still 
pursued ;  though  the  shadows  of  evening  lengthened,  he  still 
laboured,  faithful  unto  death ;  though  burdened  with  the 
infirmities  of  a  feeble  frame,  his  confidence  in  God  never 
forsook  him ;  and  his  end  was  peace  and  hope.  He  died  at 
St.  Albans,  December  21st,  1812. 

A  few  years  after  his  settlement  at  St.  Albans  Mr.  Hirons 
married  Ann,  second  daughter  of  Dr.  Clark.  In  her  he  found 
a  most  affectionate  companion  and  a  most  prudent  adviser. 
Her  death  in  October,  1804,  left  a  deep  wound  in  his  heart, 
and  it  became  evident  that  one  of  his  dearest  earthly  ties  was 
rent  asunder.  On  December  29th,  1812,  his  remains  were 
interred  amidst  many  marks  of  esteem  and  sorrow,  in  the  same 
grave  with  hers  in  St.  Peter's  churchyard,  side  by  side  with 
the  tomb  of  Dr.  Clark,  and  the  grateful  respect  entertained  for 
his  memory  was  further  shown  in  the  large  concourse  of  people 
who  attended  to  hear  his  funeral  sermon,  which  was  preached 
January  10th,  1813,  by  the  Rev.  John  Kentish,  on  the  honours 
and  consolations  of  age,  from  Philemon  9,  Being  such  an  one 
as  Paul  the  aged.1 

It  may  be  mentioned  that  among  Mr.  Hirons9  hearers  during 
the  earlier  years  of  his  ministry  was  Dr.  Nathanael  Cotton, 

William     who  was  also  a  friend  of  Doddridge,  and  kept  up  a 

Cowper.  correspondence  with  him  upon  theological  subjects. 
It  was  to  Dr.  Cotton's  house  that  the  poet  William  Cowper 
was  brought  during  the  time  of  his  mental  depression  in  the 
year  1763.     The  house,  called  "  The  College,"  is  still  standing 

1  The  tomb  of  the  Rev.  Jabez  Hirons  the  mercies  of  God,  through  Jesus  Christ 

bears  the  following  inscription  : —  his  honoured  Lord,  12th  December,  1812, 

"In  memory  of  the  Rev.  Jabez  Hirons,  in   his   eighty -fifth  year.     Also  Anne, 

who  succeeded  the  Rev.  S.  Clark,  D.D.,  his  amiable  and  beloved  wife  (second 

in  the  pastoral  care  of  a  Dissenting  con-  daughter  of  the  above  Rev.  Dr.  Clark), 


gregation  in  this  town,  over  which  he      who  departed  this  life    18th    October, 
presided  full  sixty-one  years.    He  died,       1804,  " 
as  he  had  lived,  in  a  full  dependence  on      age.' 
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in  College-street,  which  derives  its  name  from  it,  close  to  the 
old  Dagnal-street  chapel,  and  it  is  probable  that  Cowper 
attended  service  there  during  the  two  years  of  his  stay  under 
Dr.  Cotton's  care.1 

There  is'not  wanting  evidence  to  show  that  certain  members 
of  the  congregation  worshipping  in  Dagnal-street  chapel  were 
infected  with  the  spreading  Arianism  of  the  day.     Among  all 
churches  in   England,  the  eighteenth  century,  down  to   the 
revival  by  Wesley  and  Whitefield,  has  appropriately  been 
described  as  sceculum  tepidum,  a  time  of  religious  lukewann- 
ness;  and  the  ministry  both  within  and  outside  the  Establish- 
ment was  widely  tinctured  with  the  coldness  of  semi-belief, 
The    theological    literature    then    produced   bears  abundant 
evidence  of  this  fact,  and  St.  Albans  was  not  exempt.     The 
description  given  even  of  Mr.  Hirons'  religious  views  and  the 
phraseology  upon  his  tomb  bear  witness  to  this  tendency. 
Some  would  lay  the  blame  of  such  declensions  from  the  pure 
doctrines   of  Christianity   among  Dissenters  to  the  lack  of 
enforced  and  recited  creeds ;   but  to  this  it  is  a  sufficient 
answer  that  the  same  declension  appeared  within  the  Esta- 
blishment in  spite  of  such  a  strong  and  emphatic  symbol  as 
the  Athanasian  Creed.    Arianism  was  in  fact  the  Zeit-Geist,  or 
"spirit  of  the  age."     It  was  u  in  the  air,"  and  infected  all  com- 
munities.    Among  the  worshippers  at  Dagnal-street  were  the 
Martineaus,  the   founders    of   that   distinguished  Unitarian 
family.     The  existence  of  this  element  led  to  a  separation. 
The  orthodox  Dissenters  united  in  a  distinct  community,  and 
formed  a  church  in  the  Congregational  way, — the  church  to 
which  it  is  now  our  honour  and  privilege  to  belong ;  so  that 
we  may  fairly  claim  to  be  the  successors  and  representatives 
of  those  Protestant  Dissenters  (believers  in  the  Trinity)  who 
banded  together  in  Christian  work  and  worship  under  the 
ministry  of  Dr.  Jonathan  Grew,  Dr.  Samuel  Clark,  and  Mr. 

1  Cowper  was  a  Hertfordshire  man  by  ley,  at  Dunstable,  in  the  care  of  the 

birth,  born  at  Berkhamstead,  November  insane,  succeeded  him,  and  removed  with 

26th,  1731,  and  his  early  schooldays  were  his  patients    to  St.  Albans.    A  letter 

spent  at  Dr.  Pitman's  school.  Market  from  him  to  Dr.  Doddridge  is  printed  in 

Street,  in  Plamstead  parish.    Nathanael  Thomas  Stedman's  collection  of  Letters 

Cotton  was  himself  a  poet,  and  wrote  to  and  from   Doddridge,   p.  468.     Dr. 

Visions  and  The  Fireside.    He  was  born  Cotton  died  August  8th,  1788,  and  was 

in  1707, studied  medicine  at  Leyden  under  buried  in  St.  Peter's  churchyard. 
Boerhaare,  became  assistant  to  Dr.  Craw- 
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Jabez  Hirons.  After  the  death  of  Mr.  Hirons,  the  succession 
of  ministers  at  Dagnal-street  chapel  was  as  follows : — 

1813 — 1835,  the  Rev.  William  Marshall,  a  very  benevolent 
and  useful  man,  highly  esteemed. 

1835,  the  Rev.  John  Mitchelson. 

1837,  the  Rev.  Philip  Vincent  Coleman,  who  died  in  1868. 

The  chapel  was  then  closed  for  some  years,  and  is  now,  by 
permission  of  the  surviving  trustees  of  the  present  deed  (dated 
10th  August,  1833),  Mr.  William  Hair  and  Mr.  Henry  Fordham, 
of  Royston,  occupied  by  the  Primitive  Methodists. 


Names  of  the  Ministers  who  have  Preached  fob  the  benefit  of  the 
Charity  School,  St.  Albans,  with  amount  of  Collections. 


1789. 
1740. 
1741. 
1742. 
1748. 
1744. 
1746. 
1740. 
1747. 
1748. 
1749. 
1760. 
1761. 
1762. 
1758. 
1764. 
1766. 
1766. 
1767. 
1758. 
1769. 
1700. 
1761. 
1762. 
1768. 
1764. 
1765. 
1766. 
1767. 
1768. 
1769. 
1770. 
1771. 
1772. 
1778. 
1774. 
1775. 
1776. 
1777. 
1778. 
1779. 
1780. 
1781. 


£      8. 

d.  . 

£    f.  d. 

.ev 

.  Mr.  Price 

.  21  17 

6 

1782. 

Rev.  Jahez  Hirons  . 

18  17    6 

11 

„   Oakes 

.  12  13 

0 

1783. 

Mr.  Fawcett    . 

20  17    3 

}| 

-  Dr.  Saml.  Lawrence  15    9 

9 

17W. 

„   Worthington 
Thomas  Belsham 

19  17    1 

|| 

William  Hunt 

.  11  11 

6 

1785. 

21    2  11 

II 

John  Parkington    .  12  17 

6 

1786. 

ii 

Mr.  Winter 

19  18    « 

II 

Dr.  Doddridge 

.  14    1 

0 

1787. 

it 

„    Walker 

15    3    9 

It 

Mr.  Bash 

.  11  19 

0 

1788. 

it 

Mr.  French 

20  16    8 

11 

„   Gybbon    . 

.  11     5 

6 

1789. 

ii 

„    Henekar 

22  17  11 

n 

Dr.  Guise 

.  19  11 

6 

1790. 

ii 

„   Kentish 

21     5    9 

n 

Mr.  Mason 

.  22  18 

0 

1791. 

ii 

„   Winter 

26    2    7 

n 

„   Mav. 

„   Richardsoi 

.  14  12 

0 

1792. 

ii 

„    Palmer 

24  18    3 

ii 

i       .  20    0 

0 

1793. 

» 

„   Hill  . 

28    0    0 

ii 

„    Saunders  . 

.  17  15 

1 

1794. 

ii 

„    Butcher 

28    8    9 

•n 

„   Langford 

.  20    6 

1 

1796. 

ii 

„   Kentish 

32    7    2 

ii 

„    Hodges 

.  25    8 

6 

1796. 

ii 

„    Winter 

30    0    0 

h 

„    Lister 

.  28  12 

6 

1797. 

Thomas  Urwick 

84    3    2 

n 

„   Clark 

.  22    9 

1 

1798. 

ii 

Mr.  Carpenter 

81     8    0 

ii 

„   Thompson 

.  23    9 

0 

1799. 

ii 

„    Kentish     . 

32  14    3 

ii 

,,   Kippis 
John  Halford 

.  21     1 

0 

1800. 

,,   Hughes     . 
Hugh  Worthington 

30  18    3 

ii 

.  16    7 

8 

1801. 

ii 

32  17    9 

ii 

Mr.  Prior 

.  19    6 

4 

1802. 

John  Evans     . 

89    1     7 

ii 

„    Picard 

.  19    0 

0 

1803. 

ii 

Thomas  Taylor 

36    9    4 

»i 

„   Laugher 

.  17    2 

8 

1804. 

ii 

Bobert  Winter 

35  15    0 

»i 

„   Furneaoz 

.  18    1 

11 

1805. 

ii 

Hugh  Worthington 

35    7  10 

ii 

„    Clark 

.  19  10 

0 

1806. 

John  Evans     . 

31    4    5 

ii 

„   Lister 
Thomas  Belshs 

.  19  18 

4 

1807. 

ii 

Bobert  Winter 

38  15  10 

ii 

im    .  17  14 

0 

1808. 

ii 

Hugh  Worthington 

40    4    7 

Mr.  Ash  worth 

.  19  19 

1 

1809. 

John  Evans 

44  11    1 

ii 

„   Boice 

.  19  16 

0 

1810. 

ii 

John  Kentish . 

45  19    5 

ii 

„    Fanner 

.  18  18 

4 

1811. 

ii 

John  Evans 

37  13    8 

ii 

„    Taylor 
„    Prior 

.  28    4 

0 

1812. 

John  Kentish  . 

40    5H 

ii 

.  18  15 

1 

1818. 

ii 

William  Marshall 

40    1    4 

ii 

„   Sutton 

.  21     3 

4 

1814. 

John  Kentish  . 

37  14   0 

„   Pope 
„   Poor 

.  20    2 

9 

1815. 

ii 

Thomas  Belsham 

34    0    0 

.  19  18 

9 

1816. 

William  Marshall 

30    3    6 

„   Medcalfe 

.        .21     1  10 

1817. 

Thomas  Belsham    . 

30  18  10 

„   Woraley 

.  20    0 

0 

1818. 

n 

John  Kentish . 

29  13    3 

ii 

"   Fuller 

.  28    4 

0 

1819. 

n 

Bobert  Aspland 
Edward  Higginson 

28  17    9 

ii 

.  21  14 

0 

1820. 

ii 

26    2    0 

ii 

„   Palmer 

.  24  19 

0 

1821. 

ii 

W.  J.  Fox 

26    9    « 

„   Morgan 
Thomas  urwic 

.  19     1 

2 

1822. 

n 

John  Fullagar 

22    0    0 

ii 

k      .  19  16 

6 

1823. 

ii 

Edward  Higginson 

21    0    0 

M 

Thomas  Urwic 

k        19  16 

4 

1824. 

» 

William  Marat 

all 

80    0    0 
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1825.  Rev.  Dr.  Thomas  Rees 


£     8.    d. 


1826. 
1827. 
1828. 
1829. 
1830. 


John  Kentish 
John  Scott  Porter 
William  Marshall 
John  Scott  Porter 
William  Marshall 


24 
25 
25 
24 
20 
24 


1831.  Rev.  John  Kentish  . 


£  b.  d. 


1832. 
1833. 
1834. 
1835. 
1830. 


Robert  Aspland 
John  Kentish . 
William  Marshall 
John  Kentish . 
John  Mitchelson 


25 
26 
23 
20 
19 
4 


Ministers  of  Dagnal  Street  Chapel. 


1698.  Jonathan  Grew,  D.D. 
1713.  Samuel  Clark.  D  J). 
1751.  Rev.  Jabez  Hirons. 


1813.  Rev.  William  Marshall. 
1835.  „  John  Mitchelson. 
1887.     „      Philip  Vincent  Coleman. 


Mem.— The  School  was  established  by  Dr.  Samuel  Clark. 


Masters:— 

1739.  James  Turner,  died  1790,  aged  76. 
1790.  William  Wiltshire. 
1796.  James  Cole,  died  Feb.  24th,  1836, 
aged  67. 

i  John  Ooodland  was  an  intelligent 
teacher,  and  clever  as  a  modeller  of 
buildings.  He  was  the  last  master  of 
the  school,  which  ceased  to  exist  about 


1817.  William  Brandon,  died  April  5th, 

1829,  aged  59. 
1829.  John  Ooodland.1 


1838.  The  above  list  is  from  a  docu- 
ment in  the  possession  of  the  Rev.  P.  V. 
Coleman's  widow,  at  St.  Albans. 


JOHN  BUN Y AN,  GOING  TO  PREACH  ON  COLEMAN  GREEN. 


XI. 


THE  EARLY   BAPTIST  MINISTERS. 

"  Now  there  are  diversities  of  gifts,  but  the  same  Spirit.  And  there  are 
diversities  of  administratims,  but  the  same  Lord.  And  there  are  diversities 
of  operat'ums,  but  it  is  the  same  God  who  worheth  all  in  all" — 1  Cob.  xii.  4-6. 

THE  existence  of  Baptists,  or,  as  they  were  then  designated, 
Anabaptists  (i.e.  re-baptizers),  in  England  at  the  time  of 
the  Reformation,  is  proved  by  certain  statutes  passed  against 
them  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  In  1538  the  King  issued 
a  proclamation  declaring  that  "  he  abhorred  and  detested  their 
errors,  and  that  those  who  were  apprehended  he  would  make 
examples."  They  are  described  as  "sundry  strange  persons 
called  Anabaptists  which  be  lately  come  into  this  realm,"1  and 
they   were   supposed  to  have  learnt    their    peculiar    tenets 

1  Strype'a  Cranmer,  99,  686. 
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from  the  Anabaptists  of  Holland,  who  were  called  Mennonites.1 
The  Baptists  suffered  in  common  with  the  Puritans  and  other 
Nonconformists  in  Elizabeth's  day,  and  afterwards  under  the 
rule  of  Archbishop  Laud.  There  was  a  strong  prejudice 
against  them  even  among  the  Puritans,  and  in  the  early  days 
of  the  Long  Parliament  ministers  were  imprisoned  for  advocat- 
ing Baptist  views.  During  the  Commonwealth  they  had 
freedom,  and  the  press  teemed  with  publications  pro  and  con 
upon  the  Baptist  controversy.  John  Tombes  was  the  ablest 
of  the  writers  against  infant  baptism,  and  he  was  answered 
by  John  Geree,  of  St.  Albans,  and  even  by  Richard  Baxter,  who 
desired  to  enter  upon  a  public  controversy  face  to  face  with 
him,  which,  however,  Mr.  Tombes  declined.  Among  the  more 
coarse  and  violent  writers  against  the  Baptists  may  be 
named  Thomas  Edwards  (of  Hertford)  in  his  Qangrwna,  and 
Daniel  Featley,  in  a  work  entitled,  The  Dippers  dipped;  or, 
the  Anabaptists  ducked  and  plunged  over  head  and  ears. 

The  first  trace  that  we  find  of  the  Baptists  in  Hertfordshire 
is  at  Hemel  Hempsted,  in  the  Hundred  of  Dacorum.  In  the 
Commons  Journals  (ii  730),  we  find  that  on  August  j.  B  tiBt8 
22nd,  1642,  "  upon  the  humble  petition  of  the  in-  at  "kernel 
habitants  of  the  town  of  Hemel  Hemsted,  in  the  ems 
county  of  Hertford,  desiring  Mr.  George  Kendall,  an  orthodox 
divine  and  in  orders,  to  be  their  lecturer  and  to  preach  there  every 
Sunday  in  the  afternoon,  and  on  Thursdays  in  the  morning, 
being  their  market  day,  the  House  doth  recommend  the  said 
Mr.  Kendall  to  be  their  lecturer  accordingly,  and  do  require 
Mr.  Taylor,  the  vicar  of  the  said  parish,  and  his  curate,  to 
permit  the  said  Mr.  Kendall  to  exercise  his  ministry  at  the 
time  desired  without  lett  or  interruption."  Towards  the  end 
of  the  year  there  appears  a  further  order  sequestering  the 
living  for  the  use  of  Mr.  George  Kendall,  M.A.,  and  very 
soon  after  (in  the  Lords  Journals,  vi  446,  2nd  March,  1643) 
we  find  a  certificate  from  certain  inhabitants  of  Hemel 
Hemsted  complaining  that  "  Mr.  Kendall,  now  a  minister  in 
our  town,  hath  from  time  to  time  denied  to  administer  the 

1  Crosby,  indeed,  goes  further  back,  of  infants.     "Infante,"  he  flays,  "are 

and  tries  to  show  that  even  Wyclif  was  rightly  baptised.  It  matters  not  whether 

a  Baptist     Bat  Wyclif,  in  his  Trio-  they  are  immersed,  or  water  poured  upon 

logw,  distinctly  argues  for  the  baptism  the  head." 

14 
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sacrament  of  baptism  to  our  infants  when  we  have  earnestly 
desired  it."    Dr.  Cornelius  Burges,  of  Watford,  was  appointed 
to  visit  the  place,  and  reported  that  "  he  finds  the  people  there 
much  possessed  with  Anabaptism  and  Antinomianism,"  and 
that  "Mr.  Kendall  hath  been  a  chief  promoter  of  all  the 
distractions  there ;  he  refuseth  to  baptize  any  infants." 1    Here- 
upon Mr.  Kendall  was  summoned  before  the  Lords,  accused  of 
refusing  to  administer  the  ordinance  of  baptism,  "  that  he  doth 
admit  divers  men  to  preach  at  Hemel  Hemsted  against  the 
baptizing  of  infants  (which  himself  also  hath  done),  as  namely 
one  Mr.  Baldwin,  and  one  Mr.  Erbury,"  whereupon  he  was 
committed  to  the  prison  of  Newgate  (14th  March,  1643-4) 
during  the  pleasure  of   the  House.      He  was  released  on 
April  8th  following,  giving  security  in  a  bond  of  £500  not  to 
publish  any  of  his  opinions.     There  is  also  a  letter  regarding 
"one  Mr.  Baldwin,  who,  having  formerly  preached  here  to 
like  purpose,  inveighed  much  against  baptizing  of  infants  as 
a  carnal  ordinance."    At  the  close  of  his  sermon  in  Hemel 
Hemsted  parish  church,  he  challenged  any  in  the  congrega- 
tion "to  make  use  of  their  privilege,  and  freely  to  bring 
allegation  against  anything  which  he  taught ;  and  if  no  man 
objected,  he  should  presume  that  they  were  taken  for  truths." 
We  find  this  Mr.  Robert  Baldwin  next  at  Hatfield,  where  in 
the  parish  church  on  February  8th,  1643-4,  he  put  forth  in  a 
sermon  a  number  of  propositions,  among  which  was,  "  6.  That 
baptism  is  not  to  be  administered  to  infants,  because  it  is  not 
a  seal  of  the  covenant  of  grace.    His  reason  was,  because  it 
succeeded  circumcision,  which  he  proved  was  not  a  seal  of 
the  covenant,  being  administered  to  Ishmael  and  Esau,  both 
graceless."    He  also  sent  the  following  challenge  to  Mr.  Tutty, 
minister  of  Totteridge: — "In  contradiction  to  your  practice, 
I  propose  to  maintain  that  infants  of  days  are  not  fit  subjects 
of  baptism,  and  such  baptism  upon  such  subjects  no  true 
baptism,  and  a  church  constituted  of  such  members,  through 
such  baptism,  not  built  upon  the  Head  Cornerstone,  the  Lord 
Christ.     The  place  for  the  dispute  to  be  Mimms  Steeple 
House,  inasmuch  as  our  difference  arose  from  what  were  there 
delivered.    The  time  to  be  the  6th  day  of  the  1st  month, 

1  Journal  of  the  Auembly  in  Lightfoot'e  Works,  ziii.  196. 
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being  the  4th  day  of  the  week,  anno  1643-4.  Per  me  Robk 
Baldwin."  "This  paper  was  delivered  to  me"  (says  Mn 
Tutty)  "  by  Mr.  Baldwin  with  his  own  hand,  at  Ridge,  in 
Hartfordshire,  on  Tuesday  last,  27th  February,  1643-4.  Signed, 
William  Tutty."  Instead  of  the  challenge  being  accepted, 
Mr.  Baldwin  was  summoned  before  the  Lords,  and  sentenced 
to  the  prison  of  the  Gate  House  at  Westminster,  where  he 
remained  from  that  day,  March  14th,  till  his  release  on  the 
20th  of  August  following.     {Lords  Journals,  vi.  681.) 

Another  place  in  which  we  find  early  traces  of  the  Baptists 
is  Kensworth.    There  is  an  interesting  MS.  in  Lambeth  Library, 
Laud? 8  Account  of  Bis  Provmce,  with  notes  in  Early  Baptists 
Charles  L's  own  hand ;  and  regarding  this  parish  he  at  ^eMworth. 
says,  "  At  Kensworth,  in  Hertfordshire,  and  some  other  places, 
many  go  from  their  own  churches  by  troupes  after  other  minis- 
ters, which  is  a  common  fault  in  the  south  part  of  that  diocese 
(Lincoln),  where  the  people  are  said  to  be  very  godly  in  matters 
of  religion."    This  was  Laud's  account  in  1637  ;  and  after  the 
establishment  of  the  rule  of  the  Parliament  in  1645,  the  vicar 
of  Kensworth,  John  Syddall,  whose  character  is  drawn  in  very 
dark  colours  in  White's  Centwry,  was  sequestered,  and  one 
Edward  Harrison  was  appointed  in  his  place.    In  a  tract 
entitled  Plain  Dealing,  1649,  he  describes  himself  as  "  Edward 
Harrison,  of  Keensworth,  in  Hertfordshire,  sometime  preacher 
in  Colonel  Harrison's  regiment."    He  continued  to  preach  in 
the  parish  church  of  Kensworth  for  many  years.    He  was  here 
in  1646,  and  still  in  1650,  according  to  the  report  of  the  Com- 
missioners to  inquire  into  the  state  of  church  livings,  and  he 
seems  to  have  remained  till  1657,  when  another  appointment 
was  made.    This  Edward  Harrison  was  a  Baptist  minister  of 
considerable  talent,  and  published  some  tracts  upon  the  con- 
troversy.    Captain  Richard  Deane,  in  a  letter  to  Dr.  Barlow, 
Bishop  of  Lincoln,  1670,  writes  that,  thirty-eight  years  since, 
episcopacy   being  laid  aside,  in  Hertfordshire  Mr.  Edward 
Harrison,  Mr.  Daniel  Dyke  (of  Great  Had  ham,  grandson  of 
William  Dyke,  of  St.  Michael's),  and  some  others,  did  openly 
profeBB,  and  some  of  them  write  and  publish,  their  opinions 
concerning    ti>e  ProPer   subjects  and  manner    of  baptism.1 

»  Crosby,  History  of  the  Baptists,  ii  57,  iy.  26. 
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Edwards,  in  his  Gkmgrana,  also  mentions  him  as  "  one  Master 
Harrison  about  St.  Albans  side."  Like  Daniel  Dyke  at 
Hadham,  in  the  east  of  the  county,  and  Henry  Denne,  of 
Pirton,  Edward  Harrison,  in  the  west,  was  not  only  a  Baptist 
pastor  at  Kensworth;  he  was  the  vicar  of  the  parish,  and 
preached  in  the  parish  church.  There  he  advocated  his  Baptist 
views,  and  had  a  large  following.  John  Geree,  of  the  Abbey 
Church,  St.  Albans,  had,  as  we  have  already  seen,  some  con- 
troversy with  him.  Mr.  Geree  published,  in  1646,  a  Vindica- 
tion of  Infamt  Baptism,  in  reply  to  a  work  by  Mr.  Tombes; 
and  this  Vindication  was  attacked  by  Mr.  Harrison.  The 
nature  of  the  contest  is  well  described  by  Mr.  Geree  as  one 
"not  between  Israel  and  Amalek,  nor  about  the  main,  but 
between  brother  and  brother,  and  about  a  particular  subject 
in  which  the  happiness  of  children  and  comfort  of  Christian 
parents  is  mainly  concerned."  To  Mr.  Harrison's  attack,  John 
Geree  published  his  Vindication  of  his  Vindication  of  Infant 
Baptism  from  the  exceptions  of  Mr.  Harrison.  He  calls  Mr. 
Harrison  "a  great  demagogue,  i.e.  leader  of  the  people; "  and  says 
of  him,  "  A  neighbour  minister  hath  attempted  the  oppugnation 
of  my  arguments."  He  dedicates  his  VimMcation  "to  the  Mayor 
and  burgesses  of  St.  Albans,  with  the  rest  of  my  worthy  and 
loving  auditors  there,  that  by  it  you  may  be  the  better  guarded 
against  the  sophisms  of  those  that  cease  not  to  labour  to  draw 
disciples  after  them."  Edward  Harrison,  of  Kensworth,  after- 
wards (probably  at  the  time  of  the  Restoration)  removed  to 
London,  where  he  was  still  living  in  1689,  "at  the  sign  of 
the  *  Hen  and  Chickens/  Cheapside."  He  had  a  son,  Thomas 
Harrison,  born  1667,  who  became  an  eminent  Baptist  minister.1 

After  the  restoration  of  Charles  II.,  and  during  the  perse- 
cution of  the  Nonconformists  that  followed  under  the  Conven- 

TheKens-  tide  and  Five  Mile  Acts,  the  Baptist  brethren  centred 
worth  church,  fj^fr  church  organization  for  the  district  at  Kens- 
worth, where  already  they  were  very  strong,  and  where  their 
ministers  could  remain  unmolested  in  a  parish  out  of  the  way, 
almost  equi-distant  from  Hemel  Hemsted,  St  Albans,  Luton, 
and  Dunstable.  Their  influence  here  is  evident  from  the  fact 
that,  in  the  parochial  registers  of  Flamstead,  a  neighbouring 

»  Ivemy,  History  of  ike  English  Baptists,  ii.  407. 
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parish,  are  several  entries  of  births  of  unbaptized  children,  the 
words  net  baptized  being  often  added.   One,  indeed,  we  find  thus 
early:  "October  23rd,  1615.  A  child  of  Thomas  Pressons,  of 
Market  Street,  unbaptized."     The  church  at  Kensworth   is 
supposed  to  have  been  of  very  early  origin,  and  "  its  transac- 
tions were  recorded  with  great  accuracy  in  four  folio  volumes. 
These  were  in  possession  of  a  deacon  of  the  church,  who  proved 
so    notoriously  vile,  that  notwithstanding  he  was  of  great 
property,  the  church  determined  to  exclude  him  from  their 
communion.     This  so  enraged  him,  that  he  declared  they 
should  never  have  the  church  books;  and  removing  to  London, 
he  took  them  with  him,  where  it  is  probable  they  were  irre- 
coverably lost"  (Ivemy,  ii.   170).      There  is,   however,  the 
clearest  evidence  that  this  Kensworth  Church  extended  its 
influence  not  only  southwards  to  Hemel  Hemsted  and  St. 
Albans,  but  northwards  to  Bedford,  and  east  to  Pirton,  Hitchin, 
Baldock,  and  into  Cambridgeshire.     Its  most  noted  evangelist 
was  John  Buntan,  and  the  name  "Bro.  Bunyan"  occurs  as 
one  of  its  members  in  records  which  remain,  though  this  was 
not  probably  the  famous  author  of  The  Pilgrim's  Progress. 
Before  the  Restoration,  in  1659,  John  Bunyan  was  set  apart 
as  one  of  the  preachers,  or  evangelists,  of  the  branch  of  this 
church  at  Bedford,  and  he  was  then  known,  even  in  Cam- 
bridgeshire, by  the  name  of  the  preaching  tinker.    He  was 
attacked  by  Thomas  Smith,  B.D.,  Librarian  of  Cambridge 
University,  and  was  defended  by  Henry  Denne,  previously 
minister  of  Pirton,  near  Hitchin,  who  had  become  a  Baptist, 
and  had  been  imprisoned  in  1642.    Henry  Denne  had  preached 
a  sermon  at  Hitchin  which  took  all  his  brethren  by  the  ears, 
which  he  published,  and  which  his  neighbour,  T.  A.  Rotherham, 
of  Ickleford,  replied  to  in  a  treatise  entitled  A  Den  of  Thieves 
Refuted.    Henry  Denne  was  himself  a  Cambridge  man ;  he 
had  been  educated  at  the  University,  and  he  knew  Thomas 
Smith,  the  University  Librarian,  personally.    When,  there* 
fare,  the  learned  Smith  attacked  "the  preaching   (,The 
tinker"  Denne  generously  came  to  the  rescue,  and  preaching 
published  a  work  in  defence  of  John  Bunyan,  and    m  er* 
of  a  Quaker  named  George  Whitehead.    The  Baptists  and 
Quakers,  though  very  hostile  to  each  other,  were  akin  not 
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only  in  doctrine,  but  in  tribulation  likewise.  Henry  Denne 
dedicates  his  book  thus :  "  To  my  learned  friend  Mr.  Thomas 
Smith,  B.D.,  Reader  in  Christ's  College,  Cambridge,  Keeper 
of  the  University  Library,  Rector  of  Cawcut,  in  Cambridge- 
shire, Antagonist  to  George  Whitehead,  the  Quaker,  and  ike 
preaching  tinker ."  He  says,  "You  seem  to  be  angry  with 
the  tinker  because  he  strives  to  mend  souls  as  well  as  kettles 
and  pans.  The  main  drift  of  your  letter  is  to  prove  that  none 
may  preach  except  they  be  sent.  Sir,  I  think  him  unworthy 
the  name  of  a  tinker  that  affirms  that  anyone  is  sufficient  to 
preach  the  Gospel  without  sending.  By  your  confession,  the 
tinker  thinks  otherwise,  and  doth  not  deny  what  you  labour 
to  prove ;  and  so  you  contend  with  a  shadow.  He  pleads  his 
Mission  and  Commission  from  the  church  at  Bedford.  It 
behoves  yoti  to  prove  either  that  this  is  false,  and  that  the 
church  at  Bedford  never  gave  such  a  commission,  or  else  that 
the  church  is  not  in  a  capacity  to  give  such  a  commission. 
Tou  should  also  have  proved  that  Mr.  Thomas  Smith  hath  a 
better  commission  from  some  other  church  than  the  tinker 
either  hath  or  can  have  from  the  church  at  Bedford.  The 
tinker  of  Bedford  may  have  from  the  church  at  Bedford  as 
good  a  commission  as  Mr.  Thomas  Smith  has  from  his  church ; 
and  Mr.  Thomas  Smith  hath  as  yet  no  better  commission  to 
preach  than  the  tinker  of  Bedford.  Thus,  if  you  do  justify 
your  own  commission,  and  make  the  tinker's  invalid,  you  will 
force  your  adversary  to  seek  a  better  commission,  or  to  give 
over  his  trade.  You  must  give  me  leave  to  propound  some- 
thing to  your  consideration.  Some  shipwrecked  men  swimming 
to  an  island  find  there  many  inhabitants,  to  whom  they 
preach ;  the  heathen,  hearing,  are  converted,  and  walk  together 
in  love,  praising  the  Lord.  Whether  the  preaching  of  these 
shipwrecked  men  were  a  sin  ?  And,  secondly,  whether  it  be 
not  lawful  for  this  congregation  to  choose  to  themselves 
pastors  and  governors,  teachers,  etc.  ?  Thirdly,  whether  this 
congregation  may  not  find  some  fitting  men,  full  of  faith  and 
the  Holy  Ghost,  to  preach  to  other  unbelieving  heathen  ?" 

Mr.  Thomas  Smith,  in  his  letter  (to  Mr.  E ,  of  Taft,  four 

miles  from  Cambridge)  against  lay-preachers,  says  "  of  him 
whom  his  friends  generally  call  the  tinker,"  that  *  in  his  sermon 
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le  said  that  God  would  lay  before  us,  at  the  day  of  judgment, 
four  bookB,  viz.,  (1)  the  Book  of  His  Remembrance,  a  sermon  of 
(2)  the  Book  of  His  Creatures,  (3)  the  Book  of  ®g£y££ 
the  Law  of  Moses,  (4)  the  Book  of  the  OospeL"  heads. 
By  the  Book  of  the  Creatures,  he  said  he  meant  "  this  or  that 
cap  of  beer,  or  pot  of  wine,  whereby  a  man  is  drunk,  the  timber 
it*  the  watt  (Hab.  ii.  11),"  etc.  Smith  argues  in  a  very  weak 
manner  against "  this  ringleader,  this  famous  preacher,"  and 

beseeches  Mr.  E ,  of  Taft,  "not  to  think  A  tinker  more 

infallible  than  the  pure  spouse  of  Christ"    John  Bunyan, 
however,  had  more  bitter  enemies  than  Thomas  Smith,  of 
Cambridge.    In  1657  Edward  Burrough,  a  Quaker,   wrote 
against  "the  false,  damnable  doctrines  held  by  the  Indepen- 
dents, and,  in  particular,  by  one  John  Bunion,  one  of  Gog's 
army ; — to  clear  the  truth  against  above  one  hundred  of  John 
Bunion's  foule  lyes  and  slanders."    He  quotes  words  which 
(he  says)  several  witnesses  "testifie  that  they  were  spoken  by 
John  Bunion  in  Paul's  Steeple  House,  in  Bedford  town,  May 
23rd,  1656,"  showing  that  Bunyan  had  preached  in  that  church; 
and  also  from  a  sermon  of  the  tinker's  at  Patenham,  April 
12th,  1656.    Some  of  John  Bunyan's  statements  were :  "  The 
Ranters  are  not  for  baptism  and  breaking  of  bread,  and  are 
not  the  Quakers  the  same  ?  "   "  The  devil  knows  how  to  take  the 
children's  bread,  and  to  cast  it  to  dogs."    "  Conscience  is  a  poor 
dunghill  creature  in  comparison  of  the  Spirit.    O  wonderful ! 
that  men  should  make  a  God  and  Christ  of  their  consciences  I" 
"  He  eaith  he  preacheth  not  for  hire."    Edward  Burrough  calls 
John  Bunyan  "a  foul,  guilty  man" — "thou  art  a  liar ;  how  impu- 
dent art  thou  in  forging  lye  after  lye !  thou  art  of  the  devil,  who 
was  a  lyar  from  the  beginning,  and  thou,  his  child,  succeeds  him 
in  lying.    O  thou  impudent  and  shameless  man  1   In  less  than  a 
sheet  of  paper  he  hath  uttered  thirty  lies  or  more."    This  is  a 
specimen  of  the  language  of  a  Quaker  against  Bunyan  in  1657 
At  Coleman  Green,  a  small  hamlet  in  the  parish  of  Sand- 
ridge,  there  stands  an  old  ivy-covered  chimney,  on  which  has 
been  affixed  a  tablet  bearing  the  following  inscription : — 
JOHN  BUNYAN 
Jm  said  by  tradition  to  have  preached,  and  occasionally 
to  have  lodged,  in  the  cottage  of  which 
this  chimney  was  a  part. 
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The  Rev.  Dr.  Griffith,  vicar  of  Sandridge,  has  examined  the 
matter,  and  gives  his  "  strong  adhesion  "  to  the  truth  of  the  tradi- 
tion. He  says,  "  Robert  Coleman,  who  lived  in  this  cottage, 
was  buried  in  1844  at  the  Congregational  churchyard  at  Wheat- 
hamstead,  at  the  age  of  ninety-three.  He  was  therefore  born 
in  1751 ;  and  as  Bunyan  died  in  1688,  the  young  companions 
of  John  Bunyan  were  the  old  companions  of  Robert  Coleman. 
This  Robert  Coleman  told  Mr.  William  George,  who  is  still 
living,  and  who  possessed  some  land  near  Coleman  Green,  that 
John  Bunyan  used  to  come  to  these  cottages.  Thus  the  tradi- 
tion is  fairly  established."  There  was,  however,  a  Jonathan 
Bunyan,  and  his  good  wife  Mary,  who  once  lived  at  St.  Albans, 
and  (as  we  have  seen)  a  "  Brother  Bunyan  "  member  of  the 
church  at  Kensworth  in  1686.  In  1669,  there  was  a  "  John 
Coleman,  farmer,"  who  is  described  in  the  following  list  as 
teacher  of  a  Baptist  church  at  Watford.  This  John  Coleman 
may  have  been  a  near  kinsman  to  Robert,  of  Coleman  Green. 
There  also  occurs  the  name  of  Joseph  Coleman,  who  requests 
the  licensing  of  a  place  for  Baptist  preaching  in  St.  Stephen's 
parish  in  the  year  1714,  clearly  showing  that  the  Coleman 
family  resident  in  the  neighbourhood  were  Baptists. 

In  a  list  of  conventicles  in  the  Acta  of  the  Archdeaconry  of 
St.  Albans  for  the  year  1669,  we  find  the  following  relating  to 
the  Baptists : — 

Anabaptists. — At  ye  house  of  Richard  Stringer,  joyner,  Redboubnb, 
sixty  or  seventy  in  number.  Preachers  and  teachers—Thomas  Monke,  of 
Albury ;  Russell,  of  Berkhamstead ;  Nehemiah  Neale,  of  Freezden ; 
Richard  Yong,  of  Edgborow  ;  Richard  Stringer,  aforesaid. 

Anabaptists. — At  ye  house  of  John  Crawley,  a  joyner,  Watford  ;  some 
of  considerable  estates.  John  Crawley  and  John  Coleman,  farmer, 
teachers. 

Anabaptists. — In  the  Abbey  parish,  St.  Albans,  not  constant  to  time  or 
place,  numbering  fifty  persons,  and  having  as  preachers  and  teachers  one 
Heyward,  a  woodman,  and  one  Heyward  of  Hertford,  a  scholar. 

The  u  Heyward  of  Hertford  "  is  probably  Mr.  William  Haworth, 
the  ejected  minister,  who  was  an  Independent,  but  nevertheless 
preached  occasionally  to  the  Baptists  at  Hitchin,  and,  as  it 
would  appear,  to  the  Baptists  at  St.  Albans  also.  "  Heyward, 
the  woodman,"  probably  means  Mr.  Thomas  Hayward,  whom 
we  find  named  as  pastor  of  the  St.  Albans  Baptists.    These 
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returns  from  hostile  quarters  are  not  always  accurate  in  the 
spelling  of  names,  still  less  in  the  descriptions  they  give  of  the 
preachers. 

In  the  year  1675  some  extracts  were  made  from  the  volumes 
relating  to  the  Kensworth  church  (that  since  have  been  lost) 
into  a  book  small  enough  to  carry  in  the  pocket,   Records  of 
and  intended  for  use  in  the  different  places  where  ^af*8" 
the  brethren  held  their  church  meetings  in  those  church. 
troublous    times.      This  book  now  belongs  to  the  Baptist 
church  in  Dagnal-street,  St.  Albans,  a  branch,  or  probably  the 
remains  of  the  church  at  Kensworth ;  Kensworth,  on  account 
of  its  obscurity  on  the  confines  of  Bedfordshire,  being,  as  we 
have  said,  a  place  of  comparative  security.     On  the  first  leaf 
of  this  book  is  written  as  follows : — 

u  The  names  of  the  respective  members  of  the  [baptized]  congregation 
of  the  church  at  Kensworth  taken  the  9th  day  of  July,  1675,  and 
registered  upon  the  22nd  of  March,  1675,  by  me,  Hugh  Smyth,  Wheat- 
hamsted,  in  Heartfordshire. "  [He  enters  the  names  of  three  hundred  and 
ninety  members  residing  at  various  places  in  Bedfordshire  and  Herts. 
We  give  the  places  named  in  Herts  : — St.  Albans,  Minims,  Ridge,  Red- 
bourne,  (Berk)  Hamstead,  Kensworth,  Wheathamstead,  Codicote,  Preston, 
Kimpton,  Welwyn,  Gaddeaden,  Harpenden,  Sandridge,  Shenley,  (Hemel) 
Hamstead] 

In  this  volume,  moreover,  Thomas  Haywabd  is  named  as 
elder  or  pastor  of  the  church,  and  his  death  is  thus  referred 
to:— 

"1688.  Immediately  after  the  decease  of  that  laborious 
servant  of  Christ  Thomas  Hayward,  the  whole  church  was 
assembled  at  Kinsworth  (sic)  to  consider  their  scattered  state ; 
and  there  the  church  did  elect  Bro.  Finch,  Bro.  Marsom,  and 
Bio.  Harden  jointly  and  equally  to  officiate  in  the  room  of 
Bro.  Hayward  in  breaking  bread,  and  other  administration  of 
ordinances;  and  the  church  did  at  the  same  time  agree  to 
provide  and  maintain  at  their  own  charge,  and  did  agree  to 
give  a  sufficient  maintenance  to  a  preaching  brother  to  serve 
the  church,  and  to  go  from  meeting  to  meeting,  and  to  every 
place  the  church  shall  appoint  him  within  this  congregation." 
Bro.  Finch,  here  named  as  chosen  in  the  room  of  Thomas 
Hayward,  was  none  other  than  Daniel  Finch,  who  had  been 
a  preaching  member  for  several  years  before.  After  his  election 
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to  the  office  of  elder  he  attended  the  general  meetings  of  the 
Baptists  in  London,  where  his  name  appears  to  several  of  the 
resolutions  of  the  assembly  as  "minister  of  the  church  at 
Kensworth."  He  attended  also  in  the  year  1692,  but  very 
soon  after  finished  his  course.  At  a  church  meeting,  May  18th, 
1694,  the  records  relate  the  death  of  "  our  dear  brother  Finch." 
James  Hardinge,  chosen  as  elder  with  him  at  the  same  time, 
had  previously  been  deacon.  The  church  determined  "to 
give  a  minister  maintenance,  that  he  might  be  at  liberty  to 
visit  all  the  places  connected  with  the  church."  Mr.  Hardinge 
was  fixed  on  for  this  office,  and  his  willingness  to  devote 
himself  wholly  to  the  work  of  the  ministry  is  particularly 
noticed  in  the  records.  "Brother  Hardinge  aforesaid  did 
accept  the  office  of  eldership  aforesaid,  and  did  break  brfead 
with  the  church  January,  1688-9."  After  Daniel  Finch's 
death  Brother  Marsom,  the  third  elder  chosen,  led  away  a 
laige  number  of  members  with  him,  and  founded  a  separate 
church  at  Luton.  James  Hardinge  was  now  left  alone  in  the 
office,  and  on  May  18th,  1694,  "  he  did  desire  some  brother  or 
brethren,  as  the  church  should  think  fit,  should  be  chosen  to 
assist  him,  because  the  largeness  of  the  congregation,  and  the 
great  distance  of  meeting,  caused  the  work  to  lay  heavy  upon 
him.  The  church  did  appoint  a  general  meeting  of  the  whole 
church  to  come  together  at  the  house  of  Brother  Warner,  at 
Market  Street,  and  they  did  elect  and  charge  our  brother 
Britaine  to  assist  Brother  Hardinge  in  breaking  of  bread,  and 
in  the  administration  of  ordinances  in  any  part  of  this  con- 
gregation." 

It  is  probable  that  Mr.  Britaine  continued  in  this  office 
about  seventeen  years  (1694-1713).  Whether  he  was  removed 
by  death  or  otherwise  is  not  recorded.  He  had,  however, 
ceased  to  be  an  elder  at  the  close  of  the  year  1713. — "January 
1st,  1713.  At  a  meeting  of  the  church  at  St.  Albans,  they 
unanimously  chose  Brother  Smyth,  junior,  to  be  their  pastor, 
equal  to  Brother  Hardinge  in  all  things."  There  is  no  account 
of  the  death  of  Mr.  Hardinge,  but  it  must  have  been  before 
1733,  when  it  is  said,  "  July  1st,  1733.  At  a  church  meeting  in 
the  meeting-house  in  St.  Albans,  the  church  did  unanimously 
agree  to  choose  Brother  Eweb  to  be  their  pastor,  equal  in  all 
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things  to  Brother  Smyth  relating  to  the  pastoral  office."  It 
seems  that  James  Hardinge  laboured  to  a  good  old  age,  as  he 
waa  chosen  elder  in  1688,  more  than  fifty  years  before  his 
place  was  probably  supplied  by  Mr.  Ewer. 

Hugh  Smyth,  junior,  chosen  to  succeed  Mr.  Britaine,  was, 
doubtless,  son  of  the  writer  of  the  church  book,  being  designated 
"junior."  His  parents  lived  at  St.  Albans,  and  appear  to  have 
been  persons  of  note  in  the  church.  Many  of  their  church 
meetings,  it  is  said,  were  held  in  the  house  of  "  Sister  Smyth." 
In  Mr.  Smyth's  time  it  would  seem  that  the  church  at 
Kensworth  had  become  extinct.  He  died  in  1750,  having 
been  pastor  twenty-seven  years.  After  his  death  a  new  list 
of  members  was  made  out,  June  2nd,  1750,  entitled  "The 
names  of  the  baptized  church  meeting  at  St.  Albans  late  under 
the  care  of  our  honoured  and  well-beloved  Mr.  Hugh  Smyth." 
The  list  consists  of  thirty-five  members. 

Samuel  Ewer.  On  the  death  of  Mr.  Hardinge  the  church 
chose  a  second  pastor  to  assist  Mr.  Smyth,  and  he  continued 
to  sustain  the  pastoral  office  till  his  death,  which  happened 
soon  after  that  of  Hugh  Smyth.  He  was  a  descendant  of 
Samuel  Ewer,  an  officer  of  the  church  at  Kensworth,  and 
pastor  of  that  branch  of  it  which  met  at  Hemel  Hempsted. 

William  Bennett  was  the  next  pastor,  who  appears  to  have 
held  that  office  alone.  He  was  chosen  to  it  October  4th,  1752, 
and  resigned  it  February  3rd,  1757,  when  he  removed  to 
Ghenies,  in  Buckinghamshire,  where  he  raised  a  congregation 
and  continued  till  his  death  in  1761. 

The  following  places  of  Baptist  meetings  are  mentioned  in 
the  Becords  of  the  Archdeaconry  of  St.  Albans,  in  the  district 
about  St.  Albans,  for  the  year  1714 : — 

"  We,  whose  hands  are  hereunto  subscribed,  do  declare  that  the  house 
of  Thomas  Matthews,  of  Coney-street,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Stephen's,  Com. 
Hertford,  is  designed  for  a  public  meeting  for  the  Baptists  to  solemnize 
the  worship  of  Almighty  God.  In  testimony  whereof  we  have  hereunto 
set  our  hands,  requesting  it  may  be  licensed  according  to  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment in  that  behalf  made  the  19th  March,  1713-14.  John  Cook, 
Mmider,  John  King,  Joseph  Coleman,  Thomas  Foster,  George  Topping, 
Daniel  Cox.9 

"  We  do  hereby  certify  that  the  house  of  Thomas  Wrenn,  in  the  parish 
of  Paul's  Walden,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  is  appointed  and  set  apart 
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for  a  place  of  meeting  and  assembly  for  religious  worship  of  Almighty 
God,  the  people  being  Baptists  or  Anabaptists,  and  we  do  desire  the  same 
to  be  registered,  and  a  certificate  hereof  given,  according  to  a  late  Act  of 
Parliament  for  that  purpose,  dated  25th  January,  1704.  William  Hawley, 
Tho.  Ivory,  William  Woodger,  Roger  Squier,  Henry  Gampe,  John  Aston, 
Thomas  Squier." 

"  These  are  to  certify  all  whom  it  may  concern  that  the  house  of 
Thomas  Heyward,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Peter's,  in  the  borough  of  St 
Albans,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  is  designed  as  a  place  for  Protestant 
Dissenters  commonly  called  Baptists  for  religious  worship.  Witness  our 
hands  March  9th,  1714.  Thomas  Heyward,  Hugh  Smyth,  Nicholas 
Fletcher." 

This  Thomas  Hayward  is  probably  a  son  of  the  Kensworth 
minister.  Not  long  after  this  a  new  meeting-house  began  to 
be  erected  in  Dagnal-lane,  now  Dagnai-street,  the  building 
which  still  is  known  as  the  Baptist  chapel  there,  and  the 
following  copy  of  a  tablet  in  the  vestry  sums  up  the  history  of 
the  place : — 

Baptist  Chapel,  St.  Albans. 
Erected  a.d.  1720,  the  church  having  removed  from  the  village  of 
Kensworth.    The  principal  persons  concerned  in  its  erection  were  Mr. 
Hardinge  and  Mr.  Smith.     Pastors,  Mr.  Philip  Smith  and  Lady  Har- 
rington. 

Enlargements. 
1759.  A  considerable  enlargement,  the  first  on  record. 
1819.  Side  galleries  built,  and  a  further  enlargement  made. 
1822.  Ground  purchased  at  the  back,  and  vestries  built. 
1830.  Nearly  doubled  in  size,  and  new-pewed  below. 
1842.  Brought  forward  with  new  elevation,  and  new  galleries  erected. 
1858.  New  vestries,  school,  and  lecture  rooms  built,  and  the  chapel 
enlarged. 

Pastors. — Thomas  Hayward  was  pastor  of  Kensworth  1675,  but  the 
date  of  his  ordination  or  death  is  unknown.  Between  1688  and  1733, 
Messrs.  Finch,  Britaine,  Hardinge,  Smith,  and  Ewer  were  pastors  or 
assistants. 

Mr.  Bennett  Ordained    1752.  Resigned    1757. 

John  Gill  „  1758.  Died        1809. 

John  Carter  „  1812.  „  1816. 

John  Sergeant  „  1818.  „  1820. 

William  Upton  „  1821.  „  1866. 

It  will  be  observed  that  Lady  Harrington  is  described  as 
pastor  side  by  side  with  Mr.  Philip  Smith.  Who  she  was  is 
not  quite  clear.    There  was  a  family  of  Harringtons  at  Hert- 
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ingfordbury,  and  Sir  James  Harrington  was  a  member  of  the 

Council  of  State  before  the  Restoration. 
John  Gill,  Baptist  minister  at  St.  Albans  after  Mr.  Bennett 

for  nearly  fifty  years,  was  nephew  of  the  celebrated  Dr.  John 
Gill,  author  of  a  voluminous  Commentary  upon  John  Gill, 
the  Old  and  New  Testament.  He  was  born  in  1767- 
1730,  and  was  admitted  a  member  of  his  uncle's  church  in 
Carter-lane,  Southwark,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one.  In  June, 
1757,  he  accepted  an  invitation  to  come  and  preach  at  St. 
Albans  for  six  months,  "having  for  some  time  exercised  his 
gift  to  satisfaction,"  and  at  the  end  of  this  term  he  was 
invited  to  become  the  pastor,  all  the  members  save  one  voting 
in  his  favour.1 

At  the  time  of  Mr.  Gill's  coming  there  were  forty-one  male 
and  forty-six  female  members;  but  very  soon  after  he  was 
exposed  to  sore  trial  and  persecution  from  one  Mr.  Hide,  a 
London  merchant,  resident  in  the  neighbourhood  of  St.  Albans, 
who,  dissatisfied  with  the  young  minister's  preaching,  endea- 
voured to  persuade  the  church  to  admit  another  preacher. 
The  church,  however,  was  loyal  to  its  pastor,  and  dismissed 
Mr.  Hide  from  its  membership.     Mr.  Gill  annually  attended 

God.  and  by  your  letter  it  appears  that 
his  life  and  conversation  since  he  has 


»  The  following  is  the  letter  of  transfer 
sent  from  the  church  in  Carter  Lane  to 
the  church  at  St.  Albans  : — 

"  Whereas  we  have  received  a  letter 
from  you  desiring  the  dismission  of  onr 
brother  John  Gill  to  you  the  said  church, 
and  which  we  understand  is  also  his  re- 
quest, this  is  to  inform  you  that  he  was 
near  seven  years  ago  received  into  com- 
munion with  us  upon  an  experience  of 
the  grace  of  God  he  delivered  in  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  church,  and  upon  his 
submission  to  the  ordinance  of  baptism, 
and  walked  in  fellowship  with  us  as  be- 
comes the  Gospel  of  Christ,  until  an 
unhappy  difference  arose,  when  he  rent 
himself  away  from  us j  but  during  that 
time  of  his  separation  from  us,  we  never 
heard  anything  amiss  in  his  moral  con- 
versation excepting  the  irregularity  of 
him  conduct  and  behaviour  with  regard 
to  ns  in  separating  himself  from  us ;  but 
tmt  evil  he  has  made  a  frank  acknow- 
ledgment of,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Sana,  upon  which  he  has  been  restored 
to  IdTp&oe  with  us,  and  is  now  rein- 
uLted  /member  in  foil  communion  with 
nTsnd  we  do  esteem  mm  *  godly  person^ 
a^tiSmt  he*  truly  received  the  grace  of 


been  among  you  have  been  agreeable  to 
his  profession.  We  do  therefore  by  these 
presents  dismiss  him  to  you  to  become  a 
member  in  full  communion  with  you, 
and  upon  your  reception  of  him  as  such' 
shall  not  consider  him  as  a  member  of 
ours  or  under  our  watch  and  care,  but  as 
yours.  And  wishing  you  both  much  of 
the  Divine  presence,  we  commit  him  and 
you  to  God  and  the  Word  of  His  grace, 
which  is  able  to  build  you  up,  and  to 
give  you  an  inheritance  among  them  that 
are  sanctified  by  faith  in  Christ  Jesus, 
and  subscribe  ourselves  your  brethren  in 
the  bonds  of  the  Gospel. 

Signed  at  our  church  meeting,  January 
80th,  1768,  in  the  name  of  the  whole 
church. 

John  Gill,  Pastor. 
Benj.  Dare.  ^ 

Geo.  Keith.     Lewis  Davis.      I 
Zach.  Clark.    Thos.  Bibright.  yDeacons. 
Bobt.  Inger.   Jno.  Robinson.  I 
Wm.  Lepard.  J 

Joshua  Warn. 

Jo.  Colyer. 

Jno.  HufEain. 


\ 
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the  meetings  of  the  Midland  Baptist  Association  at  Kettering, 
Northampton,  and  other  places,  and  was  held  in  high  esteem 
by  his  brethren.  In  his  home  ministry  he  was  wont  carefully 
to  keep  the  public  fasts  appointed  from  time  to  time  during 
the  French  Revolution.  Thus  in  1795,  "February  25th,  Mr. 
Gill  preached  from  Isa.  xxvi.  20."  "July  29th,  a  day  of 
humiliation,  Mr.  Gill  spoke  on  the  times  from  2  Chron.  xx.  9." 
To  this  it  is  added,  "We  had  a  good  season."  Thus  did 
Mr.  Gill  lead  his  congregation  on  in  sympathy  with  the  great 
and  distressing  events  transpiring  around  them,  blending  their 
prayers  with  those  of  their  fellow-Christians  throughout  the 
land  for  national  deliverance.  There  is  also  abundant  evidence 
that  during  his  fifty  years'  ministry  he  encouraged  them  to 
practise  liberality  to  their  suffering  brethren  in  different  parts 
Briefs,  i  e  °^  ***©  country.  "  Briefs,"  as  they  were  called,  were 
appeals  for  repeatedly  received  concerning  sudden  catastrophes, 
e  p*  such  as  fires  or  thunder-storms,  involving  loss  and 

distress.  These  were  brought  before  the  congregation,  who 
contributed  to  help  the  sufferers.  We  find  a  record  of  these 
briefs  brought  before  his  people  by  Mr.  Gill  from  Stafford, 
Dorset,  fires  in  Flint,  and  even  Quebec  and  Montreal;  "a 
hailstorm  in  Berkshire;'9  "for  a  church  and  school  in  Ger- 
many." The  sympathies  of  the  congregation  at  St.  Albans  in 
his  time  thus  travelled  all  the  world  over,  and  their  contri- 
butions were  sent  to  alleviate  distress  and  help  on  Christian 
work  at  home  and  abroad.  They  were  also  among  the  first 
to  promote  the  missions  to  the  heathen  which  were  begun  by 
various  churches  towards  the  close  of  last  century.  "March  8th, 
1795.  Andrew  Fuller  preached  and  made  collections  for  send- 
ing missionaries  into  heathen  countries  to  preach  the  Gospel; 
amount  collected,  £13  10s.  6<L"  Though  not  great  in  numbers, 
Mr.  Gill's  congregation  evidently  had  large  hearts.  In  the 
year  1783  (exactly  a  century  ago),  on  June  10-12,  the 
Baptist  Association,  representing  sixteen  churches,  of  the 
midland  district,  met  at  St.  Albans,  and  the  church  provided 
for  the  entertainment  of  many  ministers  and  messengers,  who 
"dined  at  the  'Blue  Boar/  Dover's ;  two  hundred  people  supped 
together  at  Mr.  Wells'  at  our  expence,  and  we  took  them  by 
ones  and  twos  to  private  houses  to  sleep."    Several  eminent 


chap.  an.]  THB  EARLY  BAPTIST  MNISTEBS.  228 

ministers  were  present  during  these  three  days.  "Mr.  Ryland 
the  elder  explained  the  design,  manner,  etc.,  of  the  Association ; 
Mr.  Ryland  the  younger  preached;  Mr.  John  Evans  prayed, 
as  also  did  Mr.  Andrew  Fuller.  Next  day  the  celebrated 
Robert  Hall  preached,  and  Mr.  Guy  concluded  with  prayer. 
Wednesday  morning  five  or  six  ministers  prayed,  had  some 
conversation,  and  at  10.0  public  worship  began,  and  ended 
at  2.0.  In  the  evening,  prayer  and  a  sermon."  What 
should  we  say  nowadays  to  such  protracted  meetings  as 
these?  "On  another  occasion,  May  15th,  1805,  the  social 
meeting  of  ministers  was  held  at  our  place.  Brother  Sleap, 
of  Chesham,  prayed;  Brother  Sharman,  of  Chenies,  preached 
from  1  Cor.  iv.  20;  Brother  Hunt,  of  Ridgemount  (Beds), 
preached  from  Luke  x.  20;  Mr.  Gill  concluded  with  prayer. 
In  the  evening  Brother  Dawson,  of  Prince's  Risborough  (Bucks), 
preached  from  Gal.  ii.  20." 

John  Gill,  while  thus  evidently  a  benevolent  man,  encourag- 
ing his  flock  in  works  of  usefulness  and  sympathy,  was,  as  a 
Baptist,  a  strict  disciplinarian,  especially  upon  the  Particular 
distinctive  doctrines  of  the  Particular  Baptists.  We  ^P*81*- 
find  a  record  concerning  an  old  lady  who  was  desirous  of 
joining  his  church,  and  was  persuaded  to  submit  publicly  to 
the  ordinance  of  baptism  by  immersion.  While  willing  to 
be  thus  baptized,  she  pleaded  her  age  and  infirmity  as  reasons 
why  she  should  like  it  to  be  done  privately,  but  even  this  wfus 
not  acceded  to.1 

Upon  another  occasion,  in  the  year  1768,  "  our  friend  John 
Rogers,  of  Bury  Mill,  near  Hempsted,  having  removed  to  Lay 
Hill  Common,  near  Chesham,  and  desiring  the  church's  consent 
to  sit  down  at  the  Lord's  table  with  the  Independents  at 
Chesham,  because  of  the  inconvenience  of  distance,  the  church 

1  The  following  is  the  record  : —  was  persuaded  to  consent  to  it.  And  at 
* 1759,  September  16th.  Mrs.  Richard-  the  time,  instead  of  any  weakness  or 
son  being  ancient  (76)  and  infirm,  and  disorder  attending  her  more  than  usual, 
often  labouring  under  a  difficulty  of  she  was  remarkably  cheerful  and  corn- 
breathing,  was  fearful  of  being  seized  fortable  in  body  and  mind,  finding  no 
with  it  at  the  time  of  the  administra-  difficulty  at  all  or  disorder  in  her  strength 
tun  of  the  ordinance,  and  therefore  de-  or  spirits  excepting  a  little  tremor  when 
sired  it  might  be  done  privately  for  fear  she  first  came  to  the  water  side  before 


oi  giving  any  occasion  of  ridicule  by 
struggling  or  the  like  in  the  water ;  but 
after  some 

SS^wojwfety  of 'its  being  public,  she 


the  solemnity  of  the  ordinance  began, 

„,,„-■     v. nor  did  she  find  any  inconvenience  or 

2£er^some~  time  and  deliberation'  and      hurt  to  her  health  either  then  or  after- 
anmmenta  need  by  some  friends  in  favour      wards.'! 

-*V«  _    __- ^-£~.i  ww  nf  \tm  twin  or  nnhHf*   aha 
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very  readily  took  it  into  consideration*  being  desirous  that  he 
should  be  indulged.  At  two  several  church  meetings  it  was 
considered  and  debated.  Mr.  Gill,  the  pastor,  and  several  more 
with  him  were  of  opinion  that  nothing  could  be  found  in 
Scripture  to  countenance  such  a  procedure,  and  it  would  con- 
sequently lead  on  and  open  a  door  for  mixed  communion,  which 
is  contrary  to  the  principle  the  church  is  settled  on,  and 
continues  strictly  to  adhere  to.  It  was  therefore  concluded 
an  unjustifiable  and  bad  precedent." 

This  shows  that  the  Baptist  Church  at  Dagnal  Street,  down 
to  the  date  of  Mr.  Gill's  death,  was  not  only  Particular,  as 
distinct  from  General  Baptist,  as  it  still  is,  but  that  it  was 
close-communion  Baptist,  and  would  not  permit  one  of  its 
members,  though  under  pressing  and  peculiar  circumstances, 
to  sit  down  at  the  Lord's  table  with  Independents.  No  wonder 
that  subsequently,  in  the  year  1794,  we  have  the  record, 
"  Some  Independents  in  our  congregation"  (i.e.  attendants  at 
the  chapel,  though  not  members)  "left  us,  and  opened  a  place 
for  public  worship  under  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Moreton;"  and 
that,  in  1798,  there  was  a  further  withdrawal  of  worshipper** 
to  the  Wesleyans.  About  this  time  Mr.  Gill  seems  to  have 
needed  help  in  the  ministry,  owing  to  his  growing  infirmities, 
and  we  find  the  name  of  Mr.  Joseph  Harris  as  his  assistant 
We  also  find  the  name  of  John  Carter,  a  member  of  the 
church,  as  preaching  occasionally.  He  became  Mr.  Gill's 
successor.  The  following  narrative  has  come  down  to  us  of 
John  Gill's  last  days  and  death :  "  On  Monday,  February  20th, 
1809,  our  aged  and  venerable  pastor,  Mr.  John  Gill,  went  to 
London,  and  attended  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  Baptist 
ministers  there  on  the  following  Thursday.  He  returned  home 
on  Friday  evening ;  on  the  Lord's  Day  following  he  preached 
twice.  In  the  afternoon  from  Psalm  ii.  12,  'Blessed  are  all  they 
who  put  thevr  trust  i/n  Him.'  In  the  evening  from  Psalm 
xxvii.  13, '  I  hadfcwnted  unless  I  had  believed  to  see  the  good- 
ness of  the  Lord  in  the  land  of  the  living.9  On  the  Tuesday 
following,  February  28th,  he  was  seized  with  a  paralytic  stroke, 
which  deprived  him  entirely  of  the  use  of  his  right  side,  and 
nearly  of  his  speech.  He  continued  to  grow  weaker,  and 
gradually  to  decline,  till  March  8th,  when  he  departed  this 
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life.  He  was  calm  and  supported  in  his  last  hours,  and 
evidently  much  engaged  in  prayer.  The  body  was  interred 
on  the  15th,  in  the  meeting-house,  amidst  an  immense  con- 
course of  people.  His  pall  was  supported  by  the  following 
ministers: — 

Mr.  Sutcliff,  of  Olney.       Mr.  Geard,  of  Hitchin. 

Mr.  Sleap,  of  Chesham.    Mr.  Clements,  of  New  Mill,  Tring. 

Mr.  Groser,  of  Watford.  Mr.  J.  Harris,  his  assistant. 
The  hymns  were  given  out  by  Ero.  Geard ;  Bro.  Sutcliff  deli- 
vered the  funeral  oration  from  the  pulpit.  Great  respect  was 
shown  to  his  memory.  The  following  Lord's  Day  Bro.  Sutcliff 
preached  the  funeral  sermon  from  2  Tim.  iv.  7,  8,  'J  have 
fought  a  goodJiglU,  I  havefimshed  my  course,  I  have  kept  the 
faith'  Mr.  Gill's  age  was  near  seventy-nine  years;  he  had 
been  pastor  nearly  fifty  years." 1 

The  following  Registrations  of  Places  of  Meeting  for  Baptists 
certified  to  the  Archdeaconry  of  St.  Albans  are  copied  from  a  File  of 
Registrations  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  William  Hair,  of  St.  Albans ; 
which,  however,  only  dates  back  to  1760 : — 


PLACE  OF  MEETING. 


(1)  The  Dwelling  House  of 
John  Hide,  gentleman. 


(2)  Building    in     Dagnal 


(3)  A  Room  of  W.  Harris. 

(4)  A  New-erected  Heeling 


(5)Bmlding 


(6)  House  of  John  Bradley 


(7)  Plenum      of      John 
WObxm 


WHERE 
SITUATED. 


[Homeland] 
St.  Albans, 


St.  Albans   . 

Christopher 
Yard,  St. 
Albans  .    . 

St.  Peter  St, 
St.  Peter's . 

Park  Street, 
St.  Stephen's 


St  Peter's 


Colney 
Heath,   St. 
Peter's  .    . 


Baptists 


Particular 
Baptists     . 

Particular 
Baptists 

Particular 
Baptists 

United  Bap- 
tists and  In- 
dependents 


Baptists 


Baptists  an 
Independenl 


and 

its 


14th  Aug., 
1760    .    . 


13th  Feb., 
1783    .    . 


4th     Oct., 

1798    .    . 

17th  April, 
1800    .     . 

5th    June, 
1813    .    . 


10th   Oct., 
1821    .    . 


30th  June, 
1827    .    . 


BY  WHOM  CERTIFIED. 


John  Hide.  Thos.  Craner, 
John  Deykin,  John 
Qrindon,  Thos.  Cripps, 
Thos.  Brown,  William 
Creswick. 


James    Turner,   Thomas 
Cole. 


William  Harris,  John 
Carter,  Joseph  Hulks. 

Joseph  Hams,  William 
Harris,  John  Carter. 


John  Carter,  Dissenting 
Minister,  Joseph  New- 
some.  W.  Wells,  Samuel 
Ward,  Thomas  Rogers. 

John  and  Wm.  Purssell, 
W.  Watson,  James  Hall, 
J.  B.  Bouers. 


John  Willson,  John 
Lampkin.  Wm.  Tillook. 
John  Willson. 


1  Upon  the  wall  of  the  chapel  is  a 
tablet  to  his  memory,  with  the  following 
mjcription  :  *«  The  Bev.  J.  Gill,  who  was 
fifty  yean  pastor  of  this  church,  died 


March  8th,  1809,  aged  seventy-nine  years 
'The  foundation  of  the  Lord  standeth 
sure,  having  this  seal,  The  Lord  knoweth 
them  that  are  His '  (2  Tim.  ii.  19)." 
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XII. 

THE  INDEPENDENTS  DR.  S.   BURDER,  GEORGE  BROWNE,  JOHN 
HARRIS;    AND  THE  BAPTIST  W.  UPTON. 

"  Wherefore,  teeing  we  are  compassed  about  with  so  great  a  cloud  of  witnesses, 
let  us  lay  aside  every  weight,  and  the  sin  which  doth  so  easily  beset  us,  and  let 
us  run  with  patience  the  race  which  is  set  before  us,  looking  unto  Jesus.1* — 
HBB.  xii.  1,  2. 

THE  Independents,  or  Congregationalists,  are  doctrinaUy  in 
accord  with  the  Early  Symbols,  the  Thirty-Nine  Articles, 
Views  of     and  the  Westminster  Confession,  which  was  sub- 
^SSSSi     stantially  ratified  and  adopted  by  them  in  the 
doctrinaiiy.  Savoy  Conference  of  1658.   They  value  the  early 
creeds  not  as  authoritatively  binding  upon  the  consciences  of 
men,  but  as  scientifically  defining  what  they  believe  to  be  the 
teaching  of  Holy  Scripture,  and  as  historically  witnessing  to 
the  integrity  of  the  Christian  verities  amid  the  controversies 
of  each  succeeding  age.    But  they  do  not  impose  these,  or  any 
other  dogmatic  statements,  to  be  accepted  and  signed  in  order 
to  membership  or  office  among  them.     Their  sole  appeal  is  "  to 
the  law  and  to  the  testimony,"  as  Isaiah  says,  to  those  Holy 
Scriptures  which,  as  Paul  says,  "  are  able  to  make  wise  unto 
salvation."    The  Scriptures  of  the  .Old  and  New  Testament, 
which,  in  the  providence  of  God,  have  been  fenced  in  from 
other  writings  and  preserved  to  us,  do  not  derive  their  autho- 
rity from  the  seal  or  approval  of  any  church  or  council  subse- 
quent to  their  composition,  but  from  their  own  intrinsic  worth 
as  honest  records  of  God's  dealings  with  man,  of  the  Divine 
revelations  to  man,  and  of  the  teaching  and  work  of  the 
Redeemer  and  His  apostles.    While  welcoming  the  investi- 
gations of  linguistic  science  and  exegesis  about  and  upon  the 
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several  books,  they  maintain  that  he  who  runs  may  read  the 
great  outlines  of  God's  truth  as  plainly  taught  therein,  that  each 
individual  with  honest  purpose,  and  with  the  promised  Divine 
enlightenment,  not  only  can,  but  ought  for  himself  to  search 
the  Scriptures,  whether  the  statements  of  any  creed  or  church 
are  true,  and  that  the  Scriptures  thus  used  are  a  sufficient 
guide  for  the  life  of  man  as  a  candidate  for  eternity.  To  adopt 
the  language  with  which  the  Sixth  Article  of  the  Established 
Church  begins,  they  hold  that  "  Holy  Scripture  containeth  all 
things  necessary  to  salvation,  so  that  whatsoever  is  not  read 
therein,  or  may  be  proved  thereby,  is  not  to  be  required  of 
any  man  that  it  should  be  believed  as  an  a'rticle  of  the  faith, 
or  be  thought  requisite  or  necessary  to  salvation."  The  notion, 
however,  of  any  mechanical  infallibility,  whether  in  writer, 
transcriber,  ratifying  council,  church,  or  pope,  they  reject  as 
alien  to  the  truth,  whose  inherent  moral  power  alone  is  of  any 
real  value  in  dealing  with  human  beings,  and  is  amply  sufficient 
as  its  own  witness.  They  account  preaching  the  Gospel 
as  necessary  now  as  in  the  Apostolic  age,  God's  pleasure  being 
still,  by  the  foolishness  of  preachvifigy  to  save  those  that  beUeve. 

As  to  Church  organization,  ordinances,  officers,  the  Inde- 
pendents, or  Congregationalists,  claim  to  follow  not  the  Church 
of  the  sixteenth  century  in  the  decrees  of  Trent,  nor  to 
the  Church  of  the  seventh  century  with  the  papacy,  church  or- 
nor  the  Church  of  the  third  century  with  Cyprian,  ^amzatlon- 
but  the  Church  of  the  Apostles  in  the  New  Testament.  They 
believe  in  the  "Holy  Catholic  Church"  as  the  family  of  the 
redeemed  in  heaven  and  earth,  embracing  all  true  believers  in 
Christ  within  or  without  local  and  organized  communities; 
"having  this  seal,  The  Lord  knoweth  them  that  are  His,  and, 
Let  every  one  that  nameth  the  name  of  Christ  depart  from 
iniquity."  This  heaven-wide  church  is  not  as  an  organization 
visible  to  the  eye  of  man,  for  its  Head,  who  is  Christ,  is 
invisible  to  us,  and  its  members  are  to  be  found  in  various 
organizations  on  earth.  Its  organic  unity  will  be  manifest 
only  when  He  who  is  the  Head  shall  appear,  while  the  unity 
of  love  among  its  true  members  becomes  manifest  now,  amid 
diversities  of  method,  according  to  our  Saviour  s  prayer.  No 
one  visible  church — not  the  Church  of  Borne,  not  the  Greek 


228  NONCONFORMING  WORTHIES  OF  8T.  ALBANS,      [chap.  xn. 

Church,  not  the  Anglican  Establishment — has  any  right  to 
appropriate  to  itself  this  august  title,  the  Holy  Catholic  Church. 
These  are  severally  visible  churches,  but  none  of  them  is 
exclusively  the  Catholic  Chwrch.  In  the  New  Testament  the 
word  church  is  continually  used  in  the  plural :  "  the  churches 
of  Judea>"  "  the  churches  of  Galatia,"  "  the  seven  churches  of 
Asia;'1  and  the  Congregationalists  adopt  the  nineteenth  of  the 
Thirty-Nine  Articles  with  the  alteration  of  its  first  word,  and 
say,  "  A  church  of  Christ  is  a  congregation  of  faithful  men  in 
the  which  the  pure  Word  of  God  is  preached,  and  the  sacra- 
ments duly  administered  according  to  Christ's  ordinance." 
These  sacraments  they  hold  to  be  two:  1.  Baptism,  the  sign 
of  admission  to  Christ's  world-school,  according  to  His  plain 
command,  "Go  ye,  make  disciples  all  nations,  baptizing  them ;" 
children,  as  well  as  adults,  being  brought  into  that  school  that 
they  may  be  taught  the  way  of  salvation.  2.  The  Lord's 
Supper,  whereby  the  baptized  scholar,  having  believed  the 
truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  and  become  a  member  of  His  mystical 
body,  is  to  show  forth  the  Lord's  death  till  He  come.  The 
orders  in  each  church  they  hold  to  be  two,  Bishops  or  Pastors, 
and  Deacons  (Phil.  i.  1),  the  one  order  to  superintend  the 
spiritual,  the  other  the  secular  affairs  of  the  fellowship.  Each 
church  is  thus  complete  in  itself,  and  as  to  government  inde- 
pendent of  every  other  church;  but,  with  all  churches, 
acknowledging  Jesus  Christ  as  Head  and  King.  Its  inde- 
pendence is  based  upon  loyalty  to  Christ.  The  form  of  govern- 
ment is  not  a  democracy,  but  a  theocracy.  The  community 
makes  not  its  own  laws,  but  by  its  officers  and  in  its  meetings 
administers  and  obeys  the  laws  of  Christ,  its  King.  This 
Kingship  of  Christ  within  His  Church  is  not  to  be  interfered 
with  by  any  alliance  with  the  State  in  the  way  of  patronage 
and  pay,  or  (what  these  involve)  in  the  way  of  secular  rule. 
Each  church  chooses  and  supports  its  own  officers,  and  pro- 
vides its  own  necessary  means  of  worship  and  of  working. 
As  individual  independence  of  faith  and  action  in  religious 
matters  is  based  upon  a  sense  of  personal  responsibility  to 
God,  so  the  independence  of  churches  has  its  root  and  spring 
in  obedience  to  the  Lord  Jesus  as  King  in  Zion. 

The  first  trace  that  we  have  discovered  of  the  Congrega- 
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tionalists  in  Si.  Albans  was  in  the  year  1650,  when  Job  Tookey, 
himself  Congregational  in  judgment,  gathered  a  Early  Con- 
Congregational  church  in  the  Abbey,  and  acted  as  8H?inft. 
its  pastor  previous  to  his  removal  to  Yarmouth.  Albans. 
He  was  followed  by  Nathaniel  Partridge,  also  a  Congrega- 
tionalism who  was  likewise  minister  at  the  Abbey,  and  ejected 
thence  by  the  Act  of  Uniformity  in  1662.  Next  we  find  the 
Congregationalists  gathered  round  William  Haworth,  the 
ejected  minister  of  St.  Peter's ;  and  in  1672,  the  house  of 
Robert  Pemberton,  in  St.  Peter's  parish,  is  licensed  for  a 
meeting  place  of  Congregationalists.  After  the  passing  of  the 
Toleration  Act  the  Congregationalists  and  Presbyterians  united 
under  the  Heads  of  Agreement  and  built  the  chapel  for  Pro- 
testant Dissenters  in  Dagnal  Street.  When  Arian  views  began 
to  be  preached  in  that  chapel  by  Mr.  Hirons,  the  Orthodox 
Dissenters  gradually  withdrew,  and  attended  worship  with  the 
Baptists  during  John  Gill's  ministry.  But  in  the  year  1794 
they  left,  and  opened  a  place  of  public  worship  for  themselves, 
under  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Morton. 

The  following  account  of  this  movement  is  given  in  the 
Records  of  the  Church  at  St.  Albans : — 

"In  the  autumn  of  the  year  1794,  several  persons  of  the 
Independent  denomination  having  for  some  time  observed 
that  there  was  no  religious  interest  of  that  description  within 
eight  miles  of  the  town  of  St.  Albans,  which  contains  about 
four  thousand  inhabitants,  and  apprehending  that  an  attempt 
to  establish  an  Independent  church  in  the  said  town  would 
tend  to  promote  the  Lord's  glory  in  the  salvation  of  sinners 
and  the  edification  of  His  own  people,  particularly  in  the 
enjoyment  of  the  two  sacraments,  Baptism  and  the  Lord's 
Supper,  whereof  they  were  deprived,  came  to  a  resolution  to 
commence  Divine  worship  in  a  cotton  mill  near  the  town. 
It  was  begun  September  7th,  1794,  the  Rev.  T.  M.  Morton 
being  minister."  After  a  few  months,  being  no  longer  able  to 
have  the  use  of  the  mill,  and  the  attendance  being  encouraging, 
a  barn-place  was  taken  in  Sweet  Briar  Lane,  and  fitted  up  at  the 
expense  of  about  £88,  for  the  liquidation  of  which — as  nearly 
the  whole  support  of  the  minister  lay  on  three  families — the 
assistance  of  Christian  friends  was  sought.    At  this  time  there 
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was  a  Sunday-school,  containing  about  twenty  children.  On 
May  22nd,  1795,  this  new  meeting-house  was  opened,  by  the 
Rev.  John  Clayton,  of  the  Weigh-house  Chapel,  London.  On 
December  6th,  1795,  Mr.  Morton  preached  his  farewell  sermon, 
and  the  Rev.  Henry  Atley,  at  the  request  of  the  congregation, 
began  his  probationary  labours.  On  February  1st,  1796, 
William  Bacon,  John  Newbold  Bacon,  Mary  Bacon,  Martha 
East,  George  Gill,  and  Martha  QUI  met  together  at  Mr.  Gill's 
house  and  formed  themselves  into  a  church  of  Christ,  giving 
themselves  up  to  the  Lord  and  each  other  by  fervent  prayer, 
in  the  presence  of  several  persons  belonging  to  the  congregation. 
On  February  8th,  an  invitation  was  sent  to  Mr.  Atley  to  take 
the  pastoral  care  of  the  church,  signed  by  all  the  members. 
He  accepted  this  on  March  7th,  1796,  but  owing  to  some 
difference  of  opinion  with  reference  to  his  ordination,  he 
resigned,  and  preached  his  farewell  sermon  on  December  25th, 
1796.  On  February  1st,  1797,  he  was  ordained  pastor  of  the 
Independent  church  at  Romford.  He  was  followed  at  St. 
Albans  by  the  Rev.  Samuel  Burder,  son  of  William  Burder, 
deacon  of  Fetter  Lane,  and  brother  of  George  Burder,  who  was 
ordained  to  the  pastoral  office  on  May  3rd,  1797,  the  Revs.  J. 
Humphreys,  of  the  Borough,  J.  Reynolds,  of  London,  George 
Burder,  of  Coventry,  and  J.  Clayton,  of  London,  taking 
part  in  the  service.1  Mr.  Burder  was  then  twenty-five  years 
of  age.  On  April  16th,  1800,  the  Independent  ministers  of 
the  county  held  their  annual  Association  at  St.  Albans,  when 
prayer  was  offered  by  Mi*.  Fuller,  of  Box  Moor,  a  sermon 
preached  by  A.  Barfield,  of  Ash  well,  from  1  Cor.  iii.  6,  and  the 
minister  of  the  place,  Samuel  Burder,  concluded  with  prayer. 
A  business  meeting  was  held  in  the  afternoon,  and  in  the 
evening  a  sermon  was  preached  by  Rev.  W.  Wall,  of  London,, 
from  Heb.  ix.  28.  J.  Crisp,  of  Hertford,  and  W.  Chaplin,  of 
Bishop  Stortford,  also  took  part  in  the  services.3 

Samuel  Burder  was  a  scholar  and  a  diligent  student,  and  in 
1802  he  published  the  first  part  of  a  work  entitled  Oriental 
Customs,  or  Illustrations  of  the  Sacred  Scriptures ;  with  obser- 
vations on  many  difficult  and  obscure  texts,  8vo,  416  pp.,  a 
work  which,  as  the  reviewer8  says,  he  executed  with  great 

>  Evan.  Mag^  1797.  *  Evan.  Mag.,  1800,  p.  262.  8  Evan.  Mag.,  1802,  p.  107. 
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diligence  of  research,  as  well  as  with  no  small  share  of  judg- 
ment. The  work  was  well  received,  and  passed  into  a  second 
edition.  Five  years  afterwards,  in  1807,  he  published  a  second 
volume  of  a  similar  nature,  containing  elucidations  of  a  great 
number  of  texts,  collected  with  no  small  labour  from  a  variety 
of  writers,  and  well  adapted  for  the  help  of  Biblical  students. 
In  a  list  of  subscribers  occur  the  names  of  many  leading 
ministers  of  the  Congregational  body,  and  also  several  clergy- 
men and  a  few  dignitaries  of  the  Establishment,  including  that 
of  Dr.  S.  Barrington,  Bishop  of  Durham.  Shortly  after  this 
publication,  Mr.  Burder  resigned  his  connection  with  the 
Dissenters,  entered  Clare  Hall,  Cambridge,  and  received 
episcopal  ordination  at  the  hands  of  Bishop  Barrington  in  the 
year  1809.1  Mr.  Burder  never  obtained  any  ecclesiastical 
benefice,  but  "  was  allowed  by  his  patron  to  spend  his  days  in 
the  drudgery  of  curacies  and  lectureships,  and  sink  into  the 
infirmities  of  declining  life  in  poverty  and  neglect."2  In  1815 
he  published  Memoirs  of  Pious  Women  of  the  British  Empvre, 
in  three  vols.  8vo.  He  received  the  degree  of  DJD.  from  the 
University  of  Cambridge,  and  was  for  some  time  Lecturer  of 
Christ  Church,  Newgate  Street.  He  died  after  a  long  illness 
on  November  21st,  1836,  in  the  sixty-fifth  year  of  his  age.8 

The  next  pastor  was  the  Rev.  J.  BL  Cox,  who  came  from 
Fareham,  in  Hampshire,  where  he  had  been  pastor,  and  who 
was  set  apart  as  minister  of  the  St.  Albans  Church  on  October 
13th,  1809.  The  Revds.  John  Morrison  of  Barnet,  Knight  of 
Ponders  End,  Edwards  of  Hackney,  Townsend  of  Rotherhithe, 
Freer  of  Uxbridge,  Hillyard  of  Bedford,  Chapman  of  Green- 
wich, Smith  of  Redburn,  took  part ;  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Maslin 
of  Hertford  preached  from  Matt  xxviii.  20.  Mr.  Hunt  of 
Ridgemount,  and  Joseph  Harris  of  St.  Albans,  engaged  in 
prayer.4    Mr.  Cox's  short  ministry  of  three  years  at  St.  Albans 

1  Evan.  Mag-,  1809,  p.  124.  in  the  Abbey  orchard,  who  died  in  child- 

*  Congregational  Mag.,  1837,  vol.  xx.  70.  bed.— he  preached  at  Mr.  Burder's  on 

*  Dr.  Johh  Lkifchild,  for  many  years  Sabbath  day.  He  was  a  Methodist  j  but 
minister  of  Craven  Chapel,  London,  since  his  wife's  death  he  has  been  a 
was,  when  a  young  man,  resident  at  St.  student  at  Hoiton.  I  got  him  to  preach 
Albans,  and  the  Rev.  Joseph  Harris  thus  at  home  for  me."  The  letter  of  which 
mentions  him  in  a  letter  dated  August  this  is  an  extract  is  in  the  possession 
28th,  1804  .— "  A  young  man  named  Leif-  of  Mr.  0.  Harris,  of  St.  Albans,  Joseph 
child,  who  was  a  cooper  in  the  town,  and  Harris's  grandson. 

married  a  young  woman  from  Mrs.  Clark's,  *  Evan.  Magn  1809,  p.  564. 


282  NONCONFORMING  WORTHIES  OF  ST.  ALBANS,    [chap.  xii. 

was  distinguished  by  two  important  events.  On  April  19th, 
The  Herts  1810,  the  Hertfordshire  Union  of  Baptist  and  Inde- 
Umon-  pendent  Churches  was  instituted  at  St.  Albans  for  the 
diffusion  of  religious  knowledge  through  the  towns  and  villages 
of  the  county.  Sir  Culling  Eardley  Smith,  Bart.,  was  president ; 
W.  Langford  of Wymondley  House,  treasurer;  and  the  Rev. 
Messrs.  Upton  of  St.  Albans,  J.  Anthony,  Hertford,  and  W.  J. 
Wayne  of  Hitchin,  secretaries.  Mr.  Cox  took  an  active  interest 
in  this  foundation,  and  the  following  year,  April  3rd,  1811, 
he  preached  at  its  first  anniversary  in  St.  Albans  in  its  behalf.1 
This  Union,  which  did  good  work  in  the  county  for  seventy 
years,  was  dissolved  by  the  Independents  in  1878,  from  a 
desire  to  join  the  new  Church  Aid  Society.  "  It  may  well  be 
asked  whether  the  results  are  likely  to  compensate  for  the 
painful  loss  of  old  connections." 

The  other  event  during  Mr.  Cox's  ministry  was  the  erection 
of  the  chapel  in  Spicer  Street.  The  chief  contributors  in  the 
Erection  of  congregation  were  Messrs.  J.  N.  Bacon,  James 
chapel.  Brown,  Thomas  Rogers,  Joshua  Newsom.  It  was 
opened  on  June  10th,  1812,  when  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Cox,  the 
pastor  of  the  church,  began  by  prayers  and  reading  the  Scrip- 
tures. The  morning  sermon  was  preached  by  the  Rev.  John 
Clayton,  who,  sixteen  years  before,  opened  the  room  in  Sweet 
Briar  Lane.  His  text  was  Zech.  iv.  10,  Who  hath  despised  the 
day  of  smaU  things?  In  the  afternoon  Dr.  W.  B.  Collyer 
preached  from  Heb.  vi.  19, 20,  and  in  the  evening  Mr.  Hyatt  from 
Lev.  ii.  13.  The  remark  is  added,  "  The  present  place  is  twice 
as  large  as  the  former,  and  the  pews  are  all  occupied."  In  the 
year  1814  Mr.  Cox  removed  to  Hadleigh,  Suffolk.2 

The  next  minister  was  George  Browne.  He  was  a  student 
at  the  Rotherham  Academy,  and  for  some  years  assistant  to 

George      the  Rev.  G.  Lambert,  of  Hull.    He  was  invited  in 

Browne,  j^^h  1817,  the  church  having  previously  sought 
in  vain  the  services  of  the  Rev.  R.  S.  McAll.  Mr.  Browne  was 
ordained  pastor  of  the  church  at  St.  Albans  on  May  27th, 
1818,  when  the  Revs.  M.  Phillips  of  Mill  Hill,  Collison  of 
Hackney,  Gilbert  of  Hull,  Dr.  Winter  of  London,  and  J. 
Chaplin  of  Bishop's  Stortford,  took  part.     The  deacons  of 

1  Evan.  Mag.,  1811,  pp.  117, 322.  *  Evan.  Mag.,  1814*  p.  484. 
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the  church  at  this  time  were  Messrs.  Joshua  Newsom  and 
Thomas  Rogers,  surgeon.  This  Mr.  Rogers  was  a  Thomas 
well-known  man  in  St.  Albans,  highly  respected  and  ^°^n' 
very  useful  in  his  profession,  of  earnest  piety  and  high  culture. 
He  attributed  his  conversion  to  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Browne. 
He  was  the  father  of  Henry  Rogers,  who  was  born  in  St. 
Albans  October  18th,  1806,  the  well-known  author  of  the 
Eclipse  of  Faith,  and  a  frequent  writer  in  the  Ediwhwrgh 
Review.  The  father,  Thomas  Rogers,  died  in  the  year  1820, 
and  on  August  30th  of  that  year  we  find  this  entry  in  the 
Church  Book,  "  Resolved  that  it  is  desirable  that  one  of  the 
brethren  be  appointed  to  the  office  of  deacon  in  the  place  of 
our  late,  much  esteemed,  and  lamented  friend  and  brother 
Thomas  Rogers." 

About  this  time  another  eminent  Nonconformist,  Josiah 
Oonder,  was  resident  in  St  Albans,  and  an  attendant  upon 
Mr.  Browne's  ministry.  At  the  close  of  1819,  Josiah  Josiah 
Conder  (born  in  Aldersgate-street,  1789)  disposed  °°nder- 
of  his  business  as  a  bookseller,  and  removed  to  the  neighbour- 
hood of  St.  Albans.  Here  he  commenced  the  practice  of 
preaching  in  the  villages,  which  he  continued  during  his 
residence.  In  this  practice  he  made  two  rules;  namely,  (1) 
not  to  go  unsent,  but  to  labour  in  union  with  the  church  of 
which  he  was  a  member,  and  under  the  sanction  of  the 
pastor;  (2)  to  make  his  services  gratuitous.  His  house  was 
in  the  little  village  of  St  Michael's,  a  pretty  cottage  residence, 
the  garden-front  of  which  looks  across  a  lawn  and  shrubbery 
into  the  open  country,  while  but  a  few  steps  lead  from  the 
garden  gate  into  the  quiet  churchyard  of  the  rustic  little  old 
church  in  which  is  the  monument  of  Lord  Bacon.  Over  the 
peaceful  landscape  the  genius  of  antiquity  seems  to  look  down 
from  the  stately  tower  of  the  proud  old  Abbey.  While  here 
Josiah  Conder  wrote  his  Hints  on  the  Choice  of  a  Residence, 
"addressed  to  those  who  may  live  where  they  choose,  and 
who  have  to  choose  where  to  live ;  showing  that  the  country 
is  the  worst  place  in  the  world  to  live  in  except  London." 
14  My  good  brother  Rogers,"  he  writes,  "  as  I  love  to  call  him, 
decided  us  to  fix  upon  St.  Albans  as  a  residence.  Mr.  Browne 
our  pastor  is  everything  we  could  wish,  both  as  a  preacher  and 
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a  man.  We  have  seven  clergymen  in  St.  Albans,  and  several 
more  in  the  neighbourhood ;  not  one  of  whom  approaches  to 
evangelical"    While  resident  here  he  composed  the  hymn, — 

"  O  Thou  God,  who  heareat  prayer 
Every  hour  and  every  where." 

At  the  close  of  1821  Mr.  Conder  left  St.  Albans ;  but  for  the 
nine  or  ten  sabbaths  previous  to  his  leaving  he  was  constantly 
engaged  in  village  preaching.  He  removed  first  to  Chenies 
in  Bucks,  and  then  to  Watford.  Having  laboured  at  St. 
Albans  six  years,  Mr.  George  Browne  removed  to  Clapham  as 
assistant,  and  afterwards  as  successor  to  Mr.  Phillips.  He  was 
chosen  one  of  the  secretaries  of  the  Bible  Society  in  1833,  and 
was  the  author  of  a  History  of  the  Bible  Society.  He  resigned 
this  office  in  1859,  and  died  September  5th,  1868.  Mr.  Browne, 
we  are  told,  "was  remarkable  for  bis  gentle,  manly,  and 
courteous  bearing,  his  amiability  and  kindness  of  disposition, 
his  calm  and  placid  temperament,  combined  with  great  firm- 
ness of  purpose.    He  was  eminently  a  man  of  God."1 

We  now  come  to  the  ministry  of  the  Reverend  John  Harris* 
who  was  pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church  in  this  place 
.  from  1825  to  1861,  and  resided  in  the  town  till  his 
death  in  1871,  when  he  was  aged  eighty-eight  years. 
John  Harris  was  born  at  Shrewsbury  April  21st,  1783.  His 
mother's  instruction  and  influence  were  probably  the  means  of 
his  early  conversion  to  God.  While  a  youth  he  was  zealous  in  his 
endeavours  to  bring  the  unconverted  to  Christ.  He  joined  the 
church  at  Swan  Hill,  Shrewsbury,  and  received  his  theological 
training  at  Hoxton  Academy,  then  under  the  presidency  of 
Dr.  Robert  Simpson.  His  first  settlement  was  at  Peterborough, 
where  he  was  ordained  on  June  18th,  1806.  He  became 
pastor  successively  at  Welshpool,  Frees,  and  Whitchurch.  He 
took  the  oversight  of  Townley-street  church  in  Macclesfield, 
Cheshire,  in  1819,  and  successfully  prosecuted  his  ministry 
there  till  December  1824,  when  he  received  a  cordial  invitation 
from  the  church  at  St.  Albans.  This  he  accepted,  and  was 
recognized  as  pastor  at  a  special  service  March  2nd,  1825, 
when  the  Rev.  T.   Morell,  tutor  of  Wymondley  Academy, 

1  Congregational  Year  Book,  1869. 
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delivered  the  Introductory  Discourse,  and  the  former  pastor,. 
the  Rev.  George  Browne,  then  at  Clapham,  addressed  the 
church  and  congregation.  During  the  first  year  of  his  ministry 
a  society  was  formed  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  and  relieving 
the  aged  and  sick  belonging  to  the  church  and  congregation.. 
On  August  30th,  1829,  a  sermon  was  preached  and  published  by 
Mr.  Harris  which  gave  great  offence  on  account  of  its  straight- 
forward speaking.  It  is  entitled  Reciprocal  DvMes,  the  text 
being  1  Peter  ii.  18-20,  and  it  treats  mainly  of  "the  duties 
mutually  obligatory  on  masters  and  servants."  "  Is  it  possible/' 
asks  Mr.  Harris,  "  a  Christian  can  require  another  to  break 
the  Sabbath  in  direct  opposition  to  the  laws  of  heaven  ?  Why 
not  enjoin  stealing  from  another  his  lawful  property  ?  The 
same  authority  gave  the  fourth  command  that  gave  the  pro- 
hibition Thou  shcdt  not  steal.  No  servant  is  at  liberty  to 
disobey  God  to  serve  or  please  any  man.  How  is  it  in  your 
respective  families  this  morning?  Have  you  left  none  at 
home  serving  Satan,  either  in  your  business  or  making  pro- 
vision for  the  flesh  to  fulfil  the  lusts  thereof?  Oh,  Christians, 
be  consistent.  Will  not  the  sins  of  many  servants  be  required 
at  their  masters'  hands  ?  ...  It  is  quite  a  contradiction  to  say, 
A  good  Christian,  but  proud ;  A  good  Christian,  but  profane,, 
covetous,  cruel  Temper  is  sometimes  made  an  excuse  for 
sinning,  but  God  will  not  receive  the  excuse.  Have  we  re- 
ceived the  Holy  Ghost  since  we  believed?  What,  and  are 
waspish,  revengeful,  hateful  and  hating  one  another?  My 
dear  friends,  what  will  it  avail  us  to  have  a  name  to  live,  if 
we  are  dead  to  God?"  Thus  the  sermon  advances  in  plain, 
pointed,  and  faithful,  fearless  admonition,  ending  with  the 
solemn  words,  "Never,  never  forget  that  God  hath  appointed 
a  day  in  which  He  will  judge  the  world  in  righteousness." 
An  anecdote  is  appended  illustrating  the  sin  and  danger  of 
despising  the  warnings  of  God's  servants,  and  the  publication 
ends  with  the  words,  "  He  that  despiseth  you,  dcspiseth  Me, 
Jesus."  The  discourse  shows  throughout  the  main  charac- 
teristic of  Mr.  Harris's  preaching, — bold,  fervent,  fearless  denun- 
ciation of  sin,  and  pointed  inculcation  of  true  consistency  of 
life.  He  was  an  uncompromising  preacher.  There  was  nothing 
servile,  obsequious,  fawning,  or  flattering  about  the  man.   With 
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deep  humility  he  combined  the  true  dignity  and  independence 
of  the  ambassador  of  Christ;  and  where  there  was  inconsistency 
or  hypocrisy,  neither  office,  nor  rank,  nor  wealth,  shielded  its 
possessor  from  the  stern  rebuke  of  the  minister.  He  was 
u  fervent  in  spirit,  serving  the  Lord,"  His  holy  life  and 
character  gained  him  the  respect  and  confidence  not  only  of 
his  own  people,  but  of  the  entire  religious  community  in  the 
town. 

Side  by  side  with  John  Harris  the  Congregationalist  pastor, 
during  the  whole  of  that  generation  in  St.  Albans,  there 

William     laboured  a  man  of  a  different  stamp,  but  a  like 

Upton,  faithful  servant  of  the  same  heavenly  Master, 
William  Upton,  the  pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church.  He  was 
born  April  11th,  1796,  and  was  the  youngest  son  of  the  Rev. 
James  Upton,  many  years  pastor  of  a  Baptist  church  in  London. 
He  was  educated  at  Blackheath,  joined  his  father's  church  in 
1818,  studied  Divinity  under  his  father's  guidance,  and  had 
for  his  tutor  William  Howels,  a  minister  of  the  Establishment. 
He  preached  his  first  sermon  at  St.  Albans  July  31st,  1820, 
and  entered  on  the  pastorate  in  1821,  being  ordained  July  4th 
of  that  year.  He  held  village  services  at  Sandridge,  Bedmont, 
Park-street,  and  became  secretary  of  the  Herts  Union  of  Inde- 
pendent and  Baptist  Churches,  an  office  which  he  held  till  his 
death.  The  church  prospered  under  his  ministry,  and  its 
membership  rose  steadily  from  fifty  at  his  coming  to  two 
hundred  and  fifty  at  his  death.  On  November  13th,  1864,  he 
preached  for  the  last  time,  in  the  morning  from  Titus  ii.  10, 
and  in  the  evening  from  Mark  x.  26.  He  departed  this  life 
on  March  25th,  1865,  having  nearly  completed  the  sixty-ninth 
year  of  his  age,  and  the  forty-fourth  of  his  pastorate.  The 
spirit  of  his  ministry  is  well  reflected  in  a  hymn  which  he 
composed  upon  Psalm  xxvi.  8 ;  and  his  devoutness  and  resig- 
nation during  his  last  illness  by  those  other  verses  which  he 
wrote  upon  John  xviii.  11,  The  cup  which  my  Father  giveth  me, 
shall  I  not  drvnk  it  ? 

If  in  John  Harris  we  have  the  fortiter  va  re,  in  William 
Upton  was  exemplified  the  maviter  in  modo.  The  grace  of 
Christ  shone  conspicuously  in  his  life.  He  taught  clearly  what 
he  held  to  be  true,  and  in  speculation  he  had  no  pleasure. 
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With  striking  precision  and  love  of  method,  there  was  much 
ease  and  geniality  in  his  manner,  practical  good  sense  and 
kindness ;  and  his  courtesy  was  as  conspicuous  as  his  rectitude. 
While  his  consistency  challenged  respect,  his  generosity  and 
candour  won  him  the  affection  of  all.  The  Rev.  S.  EL  Booth, 
who  preached  his  funeral  sermon,  applied  to  him  the  descrip- 
tion of  Barnabas,  the  son  of  consolation,  in  the  Book  of  the 
Acts  (xi.  24).  And  the  lamented  William  Braden,  Mr.  Harris's 
successor  in  the  pastorate  of  the  Congregational  church,  says, 
"  Three  years  have  I  been  honoured  to  watch  the  closing  career 
of  this  servant  of  Christ,  and  no  words  more  suitably  describe 
it  than  those  of  my  text,  Mark  the  perfect  man,  and  behold 
the  upright ;  for  the  end  of  that  man  is  peace.  There  was  in 
him  a  beautiful  sensitiveness  to  spiritual  truths.  He  was- 
quickly  touched,  even  to  tears,  with  some  divine  thought.  In 
private,  as  well  as  in  public,  he  was  always  the  same  genial,, 
happy  servant  of  God.  One  characteristic  specially  recom- 
mended religion  to  others,  namely  that  glad  and  cheerful  spirit 
which  he  at  all  times  manifested.  Into  whatever  circle  he 
entered  he  brought  light,  and  life,  and  joyousness." 1 

The  venerable  Miss  Howard,  author  among  other  books  of 
a  very  useful  and    practical  home  commentary  upon  "The 
Words  and  Works  of  the  Lord  Jesus,"  who  was  0^^^^ 
resident  in  St.  Albans  during  the  earlier  years  of  of  the  two 
the  ministry  of  these  two  eminent  men,  has  fur-  n' 

nished  me  with  the  following  interesting  portraiture  of  them. 
"  I  was  brought  up  in  strict  Church  principles,  but  in  1825  the 
vicarage  of  St.  Peters  was  given  to  the  Rev.  Charles  Manners 
Norman,  a  nephew  of  the  Duke  of  Rutland.  He  was  a  most 
interesting  man,  and  his  preaching  made  quite  a  sensation  at 
St.  Albans.  He  held  decided  evangelical  views,  and  cared 
little  for  sacerdotal  pretensions.  At  that  time  there  was  an 
old  gentleman,  Mr.  Brown,  an  antiquary  and  a  student,  who 
worshipped  at  the  Independent  ChapeL  He  lived  with  Miss 
Cotton,  a  female  relative,  at  a  large  house  opposite  St.  Peter's 
Church,  since  lived  in  by  the  Debenham  family.    I  became 

*  In  Memorial*.    Funeral  Sermontfor  Thoxas  Watts,  1866—1880,  highly  re- 

tke  Rev.  W.  Upton,  with  a  $hort  biogravh-  spected,  and  the  present  minister  ifl  the 

tea/  notice,  St  Albans,  1866,  p.  81.    Mr.  Bey.  W.  G.  Lewis. 
Upton    was    succeeded    by   the    Iter. 
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intimate  with  Mr.  Norman  and  his  sisters,  and  through 
Mr.  Norman  I  became  acquainted  with  Mr.  Harris.  I  used  to 
meet  both  Mr.  Norman  and  Mr.  Harris  at  dinner  at  Mr. 
Brown's  table,  and  remember  a  delightful  evening  spent  with 
them  on  the  lawn  at  the  back  of  Mr.  Brown's  house.  Mr. 
Norman  greatly  respected  and  admired  Mr.  Harris,  and  used 
to  go  on  the  Sunday  evenings  to  hear  him  preach,  sitting  in 
the  vestry,  till  a  clamour  was  raised  amongst  his  congregation, 
and  he  was  enjoined  by  the  bishop  to  give  up  the  practice. 
Mr.  Harris  was  much  esteemed  by  evangelical  church  people, 
and  many  of  them  were  in  the  habit  of  attending  his  evening 
service.  He  was  an  interesting  preacher,  somewhat  rambling 
•and  rash  in  statement,  but  fervent,  and  spiritual,  and  original. 
He  used  at  one  time  in  his  weekday  prayer-meeting  to  take 
a  hymn  and  speak  on  that,  a  verse  at  a  time.  I  once  heard  him 
speak  thus  on  a  verse  of  Watts'  hymn : — 

" '  When  I  can  read  my  title  clear 
To  mansions  in  the  skies.' 

And  I  heard  of  his  taking, — 

"  *  God  moves  in  a  mysterious  way/  etc. 

He  was  a  warm-hearted,  impulsive  man,  rather  hot-tempered, 
and  did  not,  I  believe,  always  get  on  well  with  his  deacons. 
He  had  bad  health,  and  for  the  last  few  years  of  his  life  he 
was  quite  laid  aside  from  ministerial  work.  I  liked  him 
much. 

"  Mr.  Upton  was  a  man  of  very  different  type,  calm  and 
judicious,  but  not  so  interesting.  His  sermons  were  correct 
and  frell  arranged,  but  always  gave  me  the  impression  of  being 
commonplace.  He  had  not  Mr.  Harris's  fire,  but  was  perhaps 
a  safer  and  more  instructive  teacher.  He  was  an  amiable 
man,  also  much  respected.  I  knew  him  well,  and  had  many 
talks  with  him  even  as  late  as  after  I  published  my  c  Helen 
Tyrrel,'  with  which  of  course  he  disagreed.  He  was  an  able 
and  useful  man  in  public  matters,  Missionary  Societies,  Social 
Reforms,  etc.  At  one  time  he  was  much  associated  with  Sir 
Culling  Eardley  Smith,  and  used  to  preach  in  a  tent  erected  in 
a  meadow  near  where  Christ  Church  now  stands." 

Mr.  Harris,  like,  Mr.  Upton,  was  a  married  man,  and  had 
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a  large  family.    His  son  John  was  admitted  to  the  Church  in 
1828,  his  son  William  in  1831,  and  his  daughter  Sophia  in 
1833.    In  1844,  January  1st,  he  records :   "  For  the  first  time 
in  St.  Albans  this  year  a  united  church  communion  service 
was  held  in  our  place;    'twas  a  delightful  time,  all  found  it 
good  to  be  there.   President,  J.  Harris,  addresses  by  W.  Upton, 
Baptist,  Messrs.  Measy  and  Young,  Methodists.''     In  1854, 
Mrs.  Harris,  the  beloved  wife  of  the  pastor,  departed  this  life. 
And  in  1861  we  find  the  following  entry : — "  The  past  year 
closed  with  the  pastor's  resignation;  age  and  long  indispo- 
sition justified  his  so  doing,  notwithstanding  great  unwilling- 
ness on  the  part  of  the  church.     J.  H.,  pastor  for  thirty-seven 
years,  has  felt  it  his  duty  to  yield  to  the  calls  of  age  and 
infirmity  to  make  an  opening  for  another  pastor.     May  the 
God  of  love  and  peace  dwell  among  the  people."    This  is 
John  Harris's  last  entry  in  the  church  book,  made  in  his 
seventy-eighth  year.    His  people  raised  a  sum  for  the  purchase 
of  a  small  annuity,  and  the  Messrs.  Wills  of  Bristol  Tabernacle, 
where  he  used  to  preach  for  three  Sabbaths  annually,  also 
showed  him  kindness.    He  never  had  either  the  desire  or  the 
means  of  amassing  property.    He  was  in  the  worldly  sense 
a  poor  man  all  his  life,  as  most  Nonconforming  pastors  are. 
His  last  sermon  was  preached  three  years  before  his  death  for 
the    Primitive    Methodist    Sunday  School,  the    text    being 
Matt.  xxv.  46.      His  end  was  calm  and  peaceful.      He  died 
July  28th,  1871,  in  the  eighty-eighth  year  of  his  age,  and  his 
remains  rest  in  the  Congregational  Chapel  yard.1 

Our  present  narrative  would  hardly  be  complete  without 
a  brief  reference  to  Mr.  Harris's  successor  in  the  pastorate,  the 
Rev.  William  Braden. 

William  Braden  was  born  in  Marylebone,  November  22nd, 
1840.     He  was  educated  at  Maida  Hill  Grammar  wmiam 
School,  and  intended  to  take  the  profession  of  law,  Braden« 
but  just  as  he  had  secured  a  position  in  an  attorney's  office, 

1  His  tombstone  bears  the  following  in  Jeans  July  28th,  1871,  aged  88  years. 

inscription: —  And  for  upwards  of  37  years  beloved 

"  In  affectionate  Remembrance  of  Ann,  Pastor  of  this  Church.    Absent  from  the 

wife  of  the  Rev.  John  Harris,  Independ-  body,  present  tenth  the  Lord.     Also  of 

ent  Minister  of  St.  Albans,  who  died  Mary  Ann,  daughter  of  the  above,  who 

Jan.  12th,  1851,  Age  73  years.    To  die  is  fell  asleep  in  Jesus  June  15th,  1874,  aged 

gain.    Alio  of  the  Rev.  John  Habris,  60  years.1' 
jttusband  of  the  above,  who  fell  asleep 
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the  change  of  heart  came  which  turned  him  from  his  purpose, 
and  led  him  to  consecrate  his  life  to  the  work  of  the  ministry. 
In  his  eighteenth  year  he  entered  Cheshunt  College,  and  his 
first  sermon  was  preached  in  the  Bunyan  meeting,  Bedford. 
St.  Albans  was  his  first  pastorate.  A  mishap  that  befell  him 
about  this  period,  on  mounting  an  omnibus,  had  materially 
weakened  his  health,  but  he  began  his  work  with  eagerness. 
The  school-room  adjoining  the  chapel  stands  as  a  memorial  of 
the  energy  and  zeal  of  Mr.  Braden's  ministry.  It  was  built  in 
the  third  year  of  his  pastorate,  1863.  In  1865  a  letter  was 
sent  to  the  church  from  their  pastor,  complaining  of  the  falling 
off  of  his  income.  "  With  the  most  rigid  economy,"  he  writes, 
"  the  amount  raised,  plus  the  endowment,1  has  just  enabled  me 
to  live.  The  sum  is  neither  enough  for  my  support,  nor  such 
as  a  congregation  like  ours  might  reasonably  and  rightly  be 
expected  to  contribute.  Many  a  man  pays  his  cook  annually 
far  more  than  he  gives  to  his  minister,  who  works  for  his  soul's 
good.  Something  must  now  be  done.  I  leave  the  matter 
entirely  in  your  hands."  As  the  result  of  this  letter  an 
attempt  was  made  to  increase  the  salary,  but  in  the  course  of 
the  following  year  William  Braden  had  to  resign  his  pastorate. 
By  his  ability,  earnestness,  and  catholicity,  he  obtained  while  at 
St.  Albans  a  name  and  repute  far  beyond  the  bounds  of  his 
own  denomination.  And  his  loss  was  felt  by  other  ministers 
in  the  town.  He  removed  to  Hill  House  Chapel,  Hudders- 
field,  when  he  delivered  sermons  on  the  Book  of  Ruth,  which 
were  afterwards  published  as  "The  Beautiful  Gleaner."  Mr. 
Binney,  who  had  heard  him  preach,  by  repeated  solicitations 
induced  him  to  come  to  London,  and  he  accepted  a  call  from 
the  church  of  the  Weigh  House  in  1871.  In  1876  he  took  a 
voyage  for  his  health  to  New  York,  and  to  the  fatigue  of  much 
travel  and  speaking  during  this  trip  is  attributed  the  total  break- 
down of  his  constitution.  He  died  of  congestion  of  the  brain,  July 
20th,  1878.     He  was  buiied  at  Kensal  Green  on  July  25th.3 

i  The   Endowment    is   called   Anne  "  Trustees  for  the  administration  of  the 

Horn's  charity,  and  consists  of  the  earn  Charity  are  George  Slade,  William  Tur- 

of  £1,325  2*.  Id.,  Consolidated  £3  per  ner,  Isaac   Ironmonger,  and  Frank  Ar- 

cent.  Annuities,  yielding  an  annual  in-  nold,  all  of  St.  Albans,  Esquires." 


come  of  £40.    It  was  founded  by  Mrs.  *  The  succession  of  ministers  after  Mr. 

Anne  Horn,  1796,  "  for  the  benefit  of  the  Braden  was— the  Bey.  Dr.  Kernahan,  1867 

Minister  of    the  Independent  Meeting  —1874:  the  Ber.  Gk  Slocombe,  1876 — 

House,   at   St.  Albans."     The   present  1879.    The  present  pastor  came  in  1880. 


ohap.  xii.]  DR.  8.  BURDER,  GEORGE  BROWNE,  ETC. 
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Among  those  who  spoke  at  a  meeting  to  bid  farewell  to 
William  Braden  was  Mr.  William  dough,  the  town  missionary, 
who  bore  his  testimony  that  "in  these  times  of  unsettled 
opinions  our  worthy  minister  had  always  set  his  foot  down 
firmly  and  authoritatively  in  the  name  of  his  Lord  and 
Master."  Mr.  Clough  was  town  missionary  for  thirty-seven 
years,  and  trained  upwards  of  two  hundred  missionaries  for 
home  and  foreign  work.  He  was  thirteen  years  in  St  Albans, 
and  worked  in  harmony  with  ministers  of  all  denominations. 
While  a  rigid  Puritan  of  the  old  school,  he  was  beloved  by  the 
episcopal  ministers,  and  in  St.  Peter's  churchyard  is  a  tombstone 
erected  to  his  memory  by  the  Rev.  H.  N.  Dudding,  the  rector, 
to  whom  he  was  devotedly  attached.  He  was  an  exemplary 
parent,  a  Christian  both  in  public  and  private  life.  He  went 
about  doing  good  from  the  age  of  eighteen  till  within  a  few 
days  of  his  death,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three.  In  this  town 
his  name  is  still  held  in  reverence  and  affection.  He  was 
offered  ordination  in  the  Established  Church,  but  declined  on 
principle.  He  never  spoke  to  anyone  without  naming  his 
heavenly  Master,  and  saying  a  word  for  Him.1 

1  The  "Bethel  Chapel,"  Particular 
Baptist  strict  communion,  in  the  Veru- 
lam  Road,  St.  Albans,  was  opened  Sep- 
tember 13th,  1853,  Messrs.  G.  Smith  and 
J.  Fletcher,  together  with  Joseph  Willis, 
of  Tring,  having  set  on  foot  the  move- 

ent.    It  is  connected  with  the  Metro- 

►litan  Strict  Baptist  Association,  and 

,ptism  by  immersion  is  necessary  to 


fellowship.  A  third  Baptist  chapel, 
called  The  Tabernacle,  in  Victoria  Street, 
was  opened  in  1882.  The  Rev.  H.  W. 
Taylor  is  minister.  For  other  places  of 
meeting  for  religious  worship  in  St. 
Albans,  St.  Peter's,  St.  Stephen's,  St. 
Michael's,  certified  by  Protestant  Dis- 
senters under  the  Toleration  Act,  see 
Lists  at  the  end  of  this  work. 
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Memorials  of  Puritanism  and  Nonconformity 
in  the  County  of  Hertford. 


I.  THE  HUNDRED  OF   CASHIO. 

THE  Hundred  of  Cashio  is  almost  conterminous  with  the 
old  Archdeaconry  of  St.  Albans.  It  includes  twenty-three 
parishes,  of  which  twenty-one  were  in  the  Archdeaconry  of  St. 
Albans,  and  two,  Aldenham  and  Brantiield,  in  the  Archdeaconry 
Archdeaconry  of  Huntingdon.  The  Archdeaconry  of  8tAlban8- 
of  St  Albans  belonged  to  the  diocese  of  London,  and  besides 
the  twenty-one  parishes  in  the  Hundred  of  Cashio,  it  included 
four  in  the  neighbouring  county  of  Bucks ;  viz.,  Winsloe,  Aston 
Abbotts,  Horwood  Parva,  and  Cranborow.  At  first  these 
parishes  constituting  the  Archdeaconry  were  in  the  gift  of  the 
monastery  of  St.  Albans ;  and,  after  its  dissolution,  the  Arch- 
deacon still  occupied  the  position  of  minister  of  the  Abbey 
church.  But  this  did  not  continue,  because  the  St.  Albans 
citizens  exercised  their  right  of  choosing  their  own  minister ; 
the  Archdeacon,  therefore,  usually  had  the  vicarage  of  Rick- 
mansworth  conferred  upon  him.  Some  interesting  documents 
connected  with  the  archdeaconry  are  still  in  the  Abbey,  in 
what  is  called  "  the  watching  gallery."  Here  are  Transcripts 
of  the  parochial  registers  (required  to  be  sent  annually  to  the 
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Diocesan  Registrar),  dating  back  from  1567,  but  by  no  means 
complete.  The  earlier  ones  are  neatly  rolled  together  for  suc- 
cessive years.  Here  also  are  Terriers  and  Inductions,  bundles 
of  Letters,  with  Returns  at  different  dates  from  the  several 
parishes  concerning  church  furniture  and  parochial  discipline. 
Here,  moreover,  are  "Penances;"  i.e.,  the  penance  prescribed, 
and  the  certificates  of  its  performance.  I  have  carefully  ex- 
amined all  these  papers,  but  give  here  only  what  bears  upon 
the  history  of  Nonconformity.  The  Acta  proper  of  the  arch- 
deaconry are  tied  in  bundles  in  the  archives  of  Somerset 
House,  and  may  be  consulted  in  the  Department  for  Literary 
Inquiry  there.  These  Acta  are  in  good  condition,  but  need  to 
be  bound  and  indexed  in  order  to  make  them  accessible  to 
the  student  They  are  a  somewhat  monotonous  record  (in 
Latin  for  the  most  part)  of  cases  of  discipline,  examination 
before  the  "dominus"  and  his  judgments.  The  Iterecord8# 
cases  are  mainly  charges  of  immorality,  with  their 
noisome  details,  so  that  we  can  understand  the  indignant  pro- 
test of  a  virtuous  woman  who  had  been  arraigned  and  ex- 
amined,  when  she  said  face  to  face  with  the  Archdeacon,  "  Your 
court,  sir,  is  a  lewd  court."  But  these  miserable  details  are 
varied  with  charges  of  neglect  of  saints'  days,  and  other 
ecclesiastical  offences  involving  penances  and  excommunication. 
Among  them  are  to  be  found  many  instances  of  imprisonment 
and  other  kinds  of  persecution  for  Nonconformity.  For  nearly 
a  century  that  sacred  ordinance,  the  Lord's  Supper,  The  i^'s 
was  degraded  and  desecrated  into  a  general  test  of  SuPP^  de" 
conformity  to  the  state  church,  and  every  parish- 
ioner above  the  age  of  sixteen  was  compelled  upon  pain 
of  threats  and  imprisonment  to  partake  of  it  Hence  the 
seemingly  large  number  of  communicants  in  the  returns. 
There  is  a  letter  from  Aylmer,  Bishop  of  London,  dated  1581, 
directing  enquiry  to  be  made  concerning  those  who  do  not 
attend,  and  ordering  that  they  be  warned  and  then  indicted 
before  the  justices.  There  are  also  articles  of  enquiry  "  con- 
cerning persons  who  have  moved  to  London  to  secure  freedom 
of  worship  apart  from  the  parish  churches,  28th  May,  1581." 
There  are,  moreover,  early  indications  of  Puritanism  among 
the  clergy  of  this  archdeaconry;  e.g.y  Aylmer  writes,  "May  12th 
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1589.  I  am  given  to  understand,  by  common  information,  that 
many  ministers  within  your  archdeaconry  do  seldom  or  never 
wear  the  surplesse,  and  some  of  them  little  or  nothing  observe 
the  Book  (i.e.,  not  the  Bible,  but  the  prayer-book).  I  do  order 
you  to  let  me  know  at  my  visitation  who  they  are,  that  they 
may  be  proceeded  against." 

The  following  are  some  of  the  "  crimes"  and  impositions : — 

"  To  the  Worshipfull  Mr.  Archdeacon  of  St.  Albans,  or  to  his  Officially 

"  These  are  to  certifieyou,  that  WiUiam  Coe,  of  the  parish  of  St  Albans, 
did  upon  Sunday  being  the  24th  day  of  the  month  of  July,  1597,  before 
the  beginning  of  morning  prayer  within  the  Chanoell  of  the  Parish  Church 
of  St.  Albans  aforesaid,  in  the  presence  of  the  minister,  churchwardens, 
and  certain  other  of  the  said  parish,  confess  and  acknowledge  his  fault 
in  that  he  was  occupied  in  trimming  of  one  upon  Christmas  Day  in  the 
morning  in  his  shoppe  after  the  Divine  service  was  begun ;  viz. ,  upon 
Christmas  Day  was  a  twelve  month  in  the  morning.  And  that  because 
he  gave  just  cause  of  offence  thereby  he  was  sorrie  for  the  same,  and 
promised  from  henceforth  not  to  offend  again  in  like  sort  through  God's 
assistance.— Witness,  etc.,  by  me  R.  Williams,  Minister  of  the  parish  of 
St.  Albans,  Thomas  Cole,  Robert  Briggs,  2nd  August,  1597." 

"  These  are  to  certine  you  that  William  Dell,  of  St.  Michael's,  has 
acknowledged  his  offence  and  received  the  Communion  as  was  enjoined, 
1st  November,  1584.    By  me  Thomas  Wethered." 

"  These  are  to  certine  that  William  Ewer,  Thomas  Dell,  and  Henry 
Dell,  of  St.  Michael's,  have  received  the  Communion  and  acknowledged 
their  offence  in  not  receiving  it  at  Easter."  "November  27th,  1583, 
John  Leeke,  of  the  parish  of  St.  Albans,  did  confess  his  absence,  etc." 
"  1576,  Joanna  Myntyn,  of  St.  Peter's,  for  not  communicating  at  her 
parish  church."  "  William  Lea  of  St.  Peter's,  for  not  receiving  the  com- 
munion." "  John  Coxhead,  of  St.  Stephen's,  for  working  his  horses  on 
holy  days."  "  Simon  Cowper,  of  St.  Albans,  for  opening  his  shop  on 
St.  Luke's  day." 

ALDENHAM. 
Acres  5,840 ;  pop.  1.833 ;  value  £430. 

This  large  parish  was  in  the  archdeaconry  of  Huntingdon 
and  diocese  of  Lincoln,  and,  before  the  Dissolution  in  Henry 
VIII/s  reign,  was  in  possession  of  the  Abbot  and  Monks 
of  St.  Albans.1    Nathaniel  Eeles,  Nonconforming  minister  of 

1  Aldenham  is  mentioned  incidentally  there  is  no  nnptial  contract  between 
in  the  Registrutn  Abbatia  W.  Albon.  him  and  a  certain  Margaret,  daughter  of 
William  Warner,  son  of  John  Warner,  William  Man  of  8t.  Stephen's  parish." 
of  the  parish  of  Aldenham.  makes  a  This  William  Warner  was  yicar  of  Wat- 
declaration  before  the  Abbot  William  at  ford  and  Shepehall.  Registrum  J.  Whet- 
Tytenhanger  on  June  12th,  1464,  "that  hamstede,  (ed.  Riley)  ii.  107, 110. 
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Harpenden,  was  born  here  in'  1617,  of  good  parentage.  In  the 
beginning  of  the  seventeenth  century  a  grammar  school  was 
founded  here  by  a  London  brewer  named  Richard  Piatt, 
together  with  six  almshouses;  the  whole  endowed  not  only 
with  several  a^res  in  the  parish,  but  with  the  proceeds  of 
twenty  acres  near  St.  Pancras  church  in  London,  which  must 
now  for  many  years  have  become  an  enormously  rich  estate. 
The  school-house  is  of  brick  on  the  east  side  the  road  leading 
from  Aldenham  to  Elstree,  and  on  the  shutters  is  a  poetical 
inscription  to  the  memory  of  "that  most  pious  man/1  the 
founder,  written  in  the  Puritan  style  by  his  grandson,  Hugh 
Piatt. 

In  a  list  dated  1576,  we  find  one  Thomas  Bartholomew 
named  as  vicar  of  Aldenham,  and  described  as  condonator ; 
t\e,  preacher.1  In  1610  we  find  one  Ralph  Dim-  List  of 
combe  here  (folio  wing  one  Thomas  Spencer).2  "April  Vicar* 
7th,  I,  Ralph  Duncombe,  of  Aldenham,  doe  willingly  and  ex 
animrw  subscribe  to  the  three  articles  mentioned  in  the  thirty- 
sixth  canon,  and  to  all  things  that  are  contained  therein;" 
ie.,  what  are  called  Whitgift's  Articles.  Also  on  September 
26  th  of  the  same  year,  "John  Wiggar,  of  Aldenham,"  is  accused 
"  that  he  teacheth  school  without  licence."  Even  at  this  early 
date  we  find  signs  of  Nonconformity.  "  1610,  27th  October. 
We  present  Mr.  Thomas  Neale,  of  Aldenham,  for  baptizing  his 
child  privately  in  his  house,  not  sending  for  the  minister  to  do 
it  He  pleads  that  his  child  was  baptized  upon  necessity,  being 
in  danger  of  death,  and  that  his  said  child  died  within  three 
or  four  hours  after."  Mr.  Duncombe  was  followed  by  Robert 
Pratt,8  who  seems  to  have  been  a  Puritan. — "  November  20th, 
1610,  contra  Mr.  Robert  Pratt,  minister  of  Aldenham,  that  he 
doth  not  usually  wear  the  surplice,  neither  doth  he  use  the  sign 
of  the  cross  in  Baptism.  Fama  est  that  he  doth  not  usually, 
but  sometimes  he  doth.  Dommus  monwU  that  he  do,  if  any 
child  happen  to  come  to  be  baptized,  sign  it  with  a  Puritan 
the  cross,  and  that  he  shall  usually  wear  the  Vicar- 
surplice."  This  Robert  Pratt's  Puritanism  also  appeared  in 
his  presenting  "  one  Edwin  Smith,  of  Aldenham,  for  playing 


1  Lambeth  M88. 900.  Watford.    In    1598,  he   signs   himself 

3  See  Registers  in  Aldenham  Vicarage.      "  minister  of  God's  word  in  Aldenham." 

4  In  1690,  Robert  Pratt  was  curate  at 
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cards  in  evening  prayer  time.''  Also  Ai  Thomas  Grabb,  of 
Aldenham,  that  he  did  come  to  St  Albans  on  the  Sabbath 
day  for  malt  to  carry  to  LoAdon."  "  On  May  17th,  1633, 
a  seat  is  set  up  and  the  pulpit  moved  in  Aldenham  church  by 
a  Mr.  Coghill,  who  is  made  to  replace  it.  One  William  Briscoe 
at  the  same  time  pleads  that  he  did  not  make  any  disturbance 
in  the  church."  And  on  "  December  17th,  1634,  Dorothy,  wife 
of  John  Wheeler,  of  Aldenham,  is  arraigned  for  not  coming  to 
Aldenham  church  to  give  thanks  for  her  safe  delivery  after 
childbirth.1'  Soon  after,  however,  it  is  recorded  that  "  she  hath 
repaired  to  her  parish  church  and  done  so."  Upon  Mr.  Pratt's 
death  in  1625,  Matthew  (or  Matthias)  Mill  ward,  B.D.,  was  insti- 
tuted by  Edmund  Pie,  Arm.  21st  January,  1625-6 ;  and  in  1627, 
William  Creed  was  licensed  to  Aldenham  (Acta),  and  was  a 
subscriber  to  the  articles.  The  Register  gives  the  name  of 
"Rowland  Greenwood,  minister,"  in  1629.1  Again  we  have 
(showing  Nonconformity  in  the  parish),  "  December  30th,  1632, 
buried  three  children  of  Edward  Wray's,  not  baptized." 

In  1635  one  "  Christopher  Smith,  minister,"  signs  the  copy 
of  the  register  sent  to  the  Archdeacon ;  and  on  April  9th,  1635, 
it  is  ordered  "  that  the  communion-table  be  placed  at  the  east 
end  of  the  chancell  and  railed  about."3  The  same  order  is 
repeated  on  April  26th  and  May  11th,  showing  that  previously 
it  had  not  stood  there,  nor  had  been  railed  in ;  and  also  showing 
a  reluctance  to  comply  with  the  Laudian  order.  Christopher 
Smith  was  soon  followed  by  Benjamin  Spencer.  "1637, 
April  13th,  Hellen,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Spencer,  Viccar, 
and  Bridget,  his  wife,  was  baptized;"  and  May  21st,  1639, 
Benjamin,  their  son,  was  baptized. 

Very  soon  after  he  seems  to  have  resigned,  and  the  notorious 
Joseph  Sone  (or  Soane)  appointed  in  his  place.  Walker 
places  Sone  in  his  list  of  "  suffering  clergy,"  and  describes  him 
Joseph  gone  as  a  "  very  prudent,  pious,  and  learned  man."  But 
P  the^Pw  -  i*  White's  Century  of  Scandalous  and  Malignant 
liament.  Priests,  made  and  admitted  vnto  benefices  by  the 
Prelates"  we  find  a  very  different  account  of  this  man.  " No. 
17,  the  benefice  of  Joseph  Soane,  Vicar  of  Aldenham,  is  se- 

1  In  1632  also,  "  March  4th,  Rowland,  *  These  extracts  are  from  the  Acta  of 

eon  of  Mr.  Greenwood,  baptized.  (Signed)  the  Archdeaconry  of  Huntingdon,  still 
Rowland  Greenwood,  minister."  at  Hitchin. 
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questered  for  that  he  is  a  common  gamester,  a  common  ale-house 
haunter,  and  frequently  drunk,  and  a  common  quarreller ;  and 
hath  called  the  Parliament  soldiers  Parliament  dogges." 

Had  we  no  other  evidence,  we  should  be  left  to  decide  which 
of  these  opposite  accounts  we  should  receive  ;  but,  fortunately, 
here  is  a  case  in  which  the  worth  of  Walker's  protests  and 
unsupported  vindications  may  be  tested.  Overwhelming 
evidence  is  extant  in  the  matter,  proving  that  Joseph  Sone 
was  convicted  of  the  charges  which  White  names,  not  by  the 
Committee  for  Plundered  Ministers,  not  even  by  a  Committee 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  but  by  that  august  and  conserva- 
tive assembly  the  House  of  Lords. — In  the  Lords'  Journals,1 
April  28th,  1643,  there  is  a  notice  to  Joseph  Soane,  Vicar  of 
Aldenham,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  to  appear.  And  on 
May  6th,  1643,  "  The  House  heard  the  charge  against  Joseph 
Soane.  He  pleaded  that  he  was  not  guilty  of  the  misde- 
meanours. Hereupon  this  House  proceeded  to  hear  the 
witnesses : — Witnesses  to  prove  that  he  is  a  common  gamester 
and  quarreller,  Thomas  Abbot,  Richard  Downer,  Zaccheus 
Gould;  to  prove  he  is  a  common  ale-house  haunter,  Zaccheus 
Gould ;  to  prove  that  he  called  the  Parliament  soldiers  '  Par- 
liament Dogges/ — Edward  Fendall,  Roger  Carter." 

"  The  House  took  the  whole  business  into  consideration,  and 
being  fully  satisfied  with  the  proofs,  adjudged  *  That  the  said 
Joseph  Soane  shall  be  hereby  sequestered  from  the  officiating  of 
the  said  cure  of  Aldenham  and  the  profits  thereof,  during  the 
pleasure  of  this  House ;  and  that  John  Gilping,  M.A.,  shall 
officiate  the  said  cure,  and  the  profits  be  sequestered  into 
responsible  hands.'"  Thus  we  have  the  clearest  proof  that 
these  charges  were  confirmed  by  the  House  of  Lords.  And  the 
same  indisputably  authentic  records  tell  us  more  regarding  this 
Joseph  Soane's  behaviour.3 

1  Lords'  Journals,  vi.  21.  time  ready-  to  baptize  a  child,  the  said 

s  Lords'  Journal*,  vi.  60.    24th  May,  Soane  came  in,  and  intercepted  him,  the 

1643.    Upon  affadavit  made  by  Richard  said   Mr.  Gilpin,  so   as   the  child  was 

Axtell,  of  Aldenham,  in  the  county  of  carried  away  unbaptized ;  and  a  mutiny 

Herts,  "  That    on  Monday  last,  being  was  made  in  the  church,  by  a  multitude 

Whitaun-Monday,    Joseph   Soane,   late  there,  who  cried  out  they  would  have 

vicar  there,  did  absent  himself  out  of  the  said  Soane  to  be  their  minister  still ; 

church  all  the  time  of  the  sermon,  there  one  Mr.  Edmund  Boiden,  of  St.  Stephen's 

preached  by  Mr.  Gilpin,  appointed  by  parish,  animated  the  said  Soane  in  the 

the  Parliament  to  be  their  preacher ;  and  premises. 

when  the  said  Mr.  Gilpin  was  at  that  u  Hereupon  this  House  ordered  that 
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The  John  Gilpin  appointed  to  supplant  Joseph  Soane,  paid 
the  Fifths *  to  Alice,  wife  of  Joseph  Soane.    He  was  not  long 
Common-    ^ere  ^^ore  ^e  vicarage  was  sequestered,  in  March 
wealth        1645 — 6,  to  a  Mr.  Randall,  who  is  directed  to  pay 
"'    one-fifth  of  the  profits  of  the  vicarage  to  Alice,  wife 
of  Joseph  Sone.2    "  And  on  July  19th,  1647,  upon  complaint 
made  by  Mrs.  Sone,  wife  of  Mr.  Sone,  from  whom  the  vicarage 
of  Aldenham  is  sequestered,  that  Mr.  Randall,  to  whom  the 
said  vicarage  stood  lately  sequestered,  hath  hitherto  detained 
from  the  said  Mrs.  Sone  the  £14  granted  by  former  orders  of 
this  Committee  in  lieu  of  the  Fifths  from  him  due,  although 
the  said  Mrs.  Sone  hath  been  put  to  great  expense  in  attend- 
ing as  well  this  Committee  as  the  Committee  of  St.  Albans 
in  pursuance  of  this  Committee's  orders :   It  is  ordered  that 


the  said  Joseph  Soane,  and  all  others 
as  joined  with  him  in  this  action,  shall 
be  sent  for  as  delinquents  to  answer  the 


"  Page  70.  80th  May,  1643.  The  House 
heard  the  complaint  against  Joseph 
Soane.  Bichard  Axtell,  Joseph  Harris, 
Henry  Edwards,'proved  that  Soane  caused 
a  mutiny  and  disturbance  in  the  church 
of  Aldenham,  whereby  a  child  could  not 
be  christened ;  and  that  he  challenged  a 
man  in  the  churchyard  to  fight,  and 
would  not  suffer  the  minister,  appointed 
by  the  Parliament  to  officiate  there,  to 
preach. 

"Hereupon  the  House  resolved,  that 
the  said  Soane,  for  the  disturbance  of 
the  minister  appointed  by  this  House  to 
officiate  at  Aldenham,  contrary  to  the 
order  of  this  House,  shall  be  committed 
to  the  prison  of  the  Fleete,  there  to  re- 
main until  he  petition  this  House,  and 
promise  never  to  do  the  like  again. 

"  Page  94.  18th  June,  1648.  Upon 
the  humble  petition  of  Joseph  Soane,  it 
is  ordered,  that  he  shall  be  released  from 
his  imprisonment,  promising  to  perform 
and  obey  the  judgment  of  this  House. 

"  Page  194.  August  21st,  1648.  Upon 
reading  the  Petition  of  the  Sequestra- 
tion of  the  Profits  of  the  Vicarage  of 
Aldenham  in  the  county  of  Hertford^and 
the  affidavit  of  Richard  Axtell,  '  That 
Joseph  Sone  doth  refuse  to  deliver  to 
them  the  possession  of  the  Vicarage 
House  and  Glebe  lands  according  to  the 
judgment  of  this  House ;  it  is  ordered 
that  the  said  Joseph  Soane  shall  be  sent 
for,  to  appear  before  this  House  forth- 
with, to  show  cause  why  he  disobeys 
the  order  of  this  House/ 

"Page  216.      18th  September,  1648. 


Ordered  upon  reading  the  Affidavit  of 
Bichard  Axtell  (as  above),  that  the  said 
Joseph  Soane  shall  be  sent  for  as  a  de- 
linquent, and  brought  before  this  House 
to  answer  the  said  contempt ;  and  that 
the  Committees  of  Hertfordshire  shall 
put  the  said  Mr.  Gilpin  into  the  pos- 
session thereof." 

1  On  August  19th,  1648,  a  clause  was 
added  to  the  ordinance  concerning  delin- 
quents. empowering|  the  Commissioners 
"  to  allow  to  the  wives  and  children  of 
such  delinquents,  for  their  maintenance, 
one  fifth  part  of  their  estates."  This 
clause  was  construed  to  extend  to  "  the 
wives  and  children  of  all  clergymen  who 
were  ejected  their  livings  on  any  account 
whatever.,,  On  November  11th,  1647, 
both  Houses  published  the  following 
explanation :  —  "  That  the  wives  and 
children  of  all  such  persons  whose  es- 
tates and  livings  are  sequestered  by 
order  of  either  House  of  Parliament, 
shall  be  comprehended  within  the  ordi- 
nance which  allows  a  fifth  part  for 
wives  and  children,  and  shall  have 
their  fifth  part  allowed  them.  And  the 
Com"*  of  Lords  and  Commons  for 
sequestrations,  and  the  Com*"  for  Plun- 
dered Ministers,  and  all  other  Commit- 
tees, are  required  to  take  notice  hereof, 
and  yield  obedience  hereunto."  Hus- 
band's Collection*,  pp.  299,  415 ;  ScobeU, 
part  ii.  844 ;  Fullers  Church  History,  iii 
491 ;  Neal,  Uittory  of  the  Puritans,  iii 
114.  This  act  of  clemency  which  was 
confirmed  by  Cromwell  stands  out  in 
striking  contrast  with  the  relentless 
cruelty  shown  to  the  Nonconforming 
clergy  of  1062. 

»  B.M.  Add.  MSS.,  15670,  foL  856. 
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the  said  Mr.  Randall  do  forthwith  pay  unto  the  said  Mrs.  Sone 
the  said  £14  in  obedience  to  the  several  orders  of  this  Com- 
mittee in  that  behalf,  or  in  default  thereof  do  make  his  appear- 
ance before  this  Committee  on  August  19th  to  show  cause  to 
the  contrary;  whereof  he  is  not  to  fail  at  his  peril."1 

It  is  evident  that  Mr.  Sone  and  his  friends  gave  the  Com- 
mittee and  the  ministers  whom  they  appointed  as  much  annoy- 
ance as  they  could,  although  there  is  abundant  evidence  of  the 
Committee's  forbearance.  It  seems  Mr.  Sone  petitioned  to  be 
restored  or  appointed  to  another  living,  whereupon  the  Com- 
mittee, 13th  June,  1646,  ordered,  with  reference  to  "  Mr.  Sone's 
petition/'  that  "upon  his  producing  a  certificate  under  the 
hands  of  the  godly  ministers  who  are  his  neighbours,  whereby 
this  Committee  may  receive  satisfaction  of  his  reformation, 
this  Committee  will  then  put  him  in  a  capacity  of  being 
provided  for  and  again  invested  with  the  cure  of  souls." 

There  does  not  appear  to  have  been  any  reformation  in 
Mr.  Sone.  On  the  contrary,  he  and  his  friends  evidently 
resorted  to  dishonest  means  in  order  to  place  one  Horwood  in 
the  living.     This  is  confirmed  by  the  following  petition2 : — 

"To  the  Hon.  Committee  for  Plundered  Ministers.  The 
Humble  Petition  of  the  Sequestrators  for  the  Vicarage  of 
Aldenham,  and  other  well  affected  persons  living  there : 

"Humbly  showing  with  all  thankfulness  that  since  the 
beginning  of  this  Parliament  we  have  had  two  godly  orthodox 
divines,  Mr.  John  Gilpin  and  Mr.  Matthew  Ran-  petition  of 
DALL,  placed  amongst  us  by  the  pious  endeavours  of  'P*"3*110116™' 
this  Hon.  Committee,  who  have  been  tired  out  by  strong  oppo- 
sitions in  regard  of  the  evil  example  of  Mr.  Job  Harby.  And 
since  their  departures  he  hath  endeavoured  to  bring  in  one 
scandalous  minister,  Mr.  Sone;  but  being  prevented,  hath 
brought  in  one  Mr.  Thomas  Horwood,  who  will  be  proved 
malignant  and  scandalous  and  very  unfitting  for  the  place, 
(the  parish  being  very  great  and  nearly  a  thousand  communi- 
cants), and  very  ignorant.  Our  humble  request  is  that  Mr. 
Job  Harby  and  Mr.  Thomas  Horwood  may  be  called  before 
this  Hon.  Committee,  to  answer  to  those  articles  preferred 

i  B.M.  Add.  MSS.,  16671,  fol.  148.  "  Aldenham,"  from  a  MS.  in  the  posaes- 

8  Gossans'    Herts,    an    addition    to      fiion  of  Henry  H.  Gibbs,  Esq. 
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against  them,  and  that  Mr.  John  Gilpin  may  be  restored  to 
this  living,  in  whose  name  the  sequestration  doth  run.  All 
which  we  leave  to  the  wisdom  of  this  Hon.  Committee." 

This  petition  was  probably  sent  in  1648,  for  it  implies  that 
Matthew  Randall  had  already  left,  and  asks  that  Mr.  Gilpin 
should  be  reinstated.  We  find  this  Matthew  Randall  at 
Higham,  in  Somerset,  where  he  signs  the  attestation  of  the 
ministers  of  that  count}'  in  1648,  and  whence  he  was  ejected 
for  Nonconformity  in  1662.  Where  Mr.  Gilpin  went  to  is 
doubtful.  Calamy  names  a  Mr.  Gilpin  ejected  from  Brinklow, 
in  Warwickshire,  in  1662,  and  says  of  him,  "To  the  very  last 
(I  am  informed)  he  preached  in  his  Ruff.  He  was  so  very 
affectionate  in  prayer  that  he  generally  melted  into  tears. 
People  used  to  compare  him  to  Father  Latimer."1 

Soon  after  Mr.  Randall  left,  and  in  compliance  with  the 
petition  of  the  parishioners,  Mr.  John  Travers,  a  godly 
orthodox  divine,  was  appointed  "  to  serve  the  cure,"  and  his 
name  occurs  in  the  survey  of  the  Commissioners  of  1650.*  He 
remained  here  till  1660,  when  Joseph  Sone,  in  spite  of  the 
proved  scandalousness  of  his  life,  was  reinstated,  and  Mr. 
Travers  turned  out  This  John  Travers  was  probably  a 
son  of  the  celebrated  Walter  Travers,8  reader  of  the  Temple, 
who  had  previously  been  chaplain  to  the  Lord  Treasurer, 
Burghley,  and  tutor  to  his  son  Robert,  afterwards  Earl  of 
Salisbury,  and  who  also  preached  for  a  time  at  All  Saints, 
Hertford. 

It  would  appear  that  after  his  reinstatement  Joseph  Sone 
was  still  in  hot  water.     On  October  6th,  1663,  he  presents 

Mr. Sone     Sir  Erasmus   Harvey,   Bart.,   "for  disturbing  the 

restored,  minister  in  reading  of  divine  service  in  the  parish 
church  of  Aldenham,  and  calling  with  a  loud  voice  R.  Baxter, 
his  coachman,  and  Owen  Wilcocks,  one  of  his  servants,  to  go 
into  the  pew  where  the  wife  of  the  said  Mr.  Soane,  vicar  there, 
was  sitting.  And  this  he  hath  done,  or  caused  to  be  done,  at 
other  times  likewise.  And  that  the  said  Sir  Erasmus  hath 
taken  down  and  carried  away  the  seat  appropriate  to  the 
vicars'  wives  to  sit  in."4    Neither  does  Mr.  Soane  seem  to  have 

1  Calamy's  Cant.  765,  863.  •  Brook's  "Live*  of  the  Puritans,"  ii  31 5. 

*  Lambeth  M8S.,  Survey,  toI.  x.,  also  4  Acta  of  the  Archd.    of  Hunts,   at 

Lansdowne  MSS.  459,  fol.  102.  Hitchin. 
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attended  to  his  duties  very  regularly.  This  is  the  state  of  the 
parish  in  1666,  six  years  after  "the  glorious  restoration:" — 
"  Forasmuch  as  the  reading  of  Divine  Service  and  sermons 
have  been  neglected  in  the  parish  church  of  Aldenham  for 
some  months  together  last  past,  and  it  appeareth  service 
that  it  cannot  conveniently  be  used  till  the  chancel  ne&lected- 
be  repaired,  and  shelter  for  the  minister  against  the  wind,  and 
rain,  and  storms,  which  usually  happen  at  this  season  of  the 
year :  the  judge  ordered  that  a  curtain  of  bags  or  some  other 
thick  material  should  be  hung  up  between  the  ruins  of  the 
said  chancel."  In  1667  it  was  found  "  that  the  roof  was  fallen 
down  in  the  part  over  the  reading  pew  or  desk  of  the  minister, 
and  that  he  could  not  read  service,  and  service  and  sermons  in 
the  said  church  had  been  wholly  omitted. — Ordered  that  the 
vicar  or  minister  shall  perform  service  standing  in  the  body  of 
the  said  church."  Many,  it  appears,  objected  to  the  curtain ; 
Mr.  Henry  Coghill  and  Mr.  W.  Briscoe  would  not  contribute. 

While  service  was  thus  neglected  in  the  church,  Noncon- 
formists were  proceeded  against  in  the  court — Mr.  Elward 
(schoolmaster),  Matthew  Thorfield,  and  W.  Keele,  "for  not 
baptizing  their  children  "  in  1662.  On  November  8th  of  the 
same  year,  John  Nash,  of  Aldenham,  Richard  Axtell,  and 
Philip  Russell,  are  accused  for  not  frequenting  their  parish 
church.  In  1665,  July  20th,  Sarah  Russell,  widow,  of  Alden- 
ham, and  her  sons,  William,  Philip,  and  John,  for  not  coming 
to  their  parish  church,  nor  receiving  the  sacrament  The  wife 
of  John  Hodson  for  the  like,  Matthew  Tofield  and  his  wife  for 
the  like,  and  for  not  procuring  their  children  to  be  baptized. 
"  William  Neale  and  his  wife  for  the  same  crimes,  Richard 
Axtell  for  not  coming  nor  receiving  for  four  years!' 

It  appears  that  the  parish  remained  under  the  superintend- 
ence of  Joseph  Sone  till  his  death,  in  1683.  He  was  followed 
by  a  man  of  very  different  stamp,  Peter  Newcome,  Peter  New_ 
the  son  of  a  Nonconformist  minister  of  great  emi-  come,  168*— 
nence,  Henry  Newcome  of  Manchester.  He  was 
brought  up  in  the  piety  of  a  Puritan  home,  and  his  father  tells 
with  pleasure,  "  January  19th,  1683,  it  was  a  content  to  me 
that  in  reading  Mr.  Allein's  excellent  life  I  was  surprised  to 
find  this  written  at  the  end  of  it,  Sic  mihi  contingat  vivere, 
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sicqvt  mori.  And  I  am  satisfied  it  is  Peter's  hand.  Some 
young  men  would  scorn  a  fanatic  life.  I  am  thankful  mine 
are  not  so/'1 

Peter  Newcome  lived  at  Aldenham  till  September  1703, 
when  he  removed  to  Hackney,  where  he  died  October  5th,  1738, 
aged  eighty-two.  He  bought  the  advowson  of  Shenley ,  paying 
a  price  not  exceeding  one  year  of  its  present  value.  Peter,  his 
son  and  curate,  came  in  for  this  Shenley  living  in  1742,  but 
died  in  1744.  His  grandson,  Peter  (the  third),  inherited 
Shenley  in  1751,  and  was  the  author  of  a  history  of  St  Albans 
Abbey. 

We  have  already  found  certain  traces  of  persons  holding 
Baptist  opinions  in  this  parish  at  an  early  date,  and  the 
The  Baptists  Baptists  seem  always  to  have  had  a  footing  here. 
here.  j^  flie  beginning  of  the  present  century  we  find  the 

following  licence  for  a  meeting-house : — 

"We  whose  names  are  hereunder  subscribed  being  Protes- 
tants, dissenting  from  the  Church  of  England  under  the 
denomination  of  Baptists,  do  hereby  certify  that  a  messuage 
or  tenement  situate  in  the  parish  of  Aldenham,  now  in  the 
occupation  of  Joseph  Dunn,  or  some  part  thereof  is  intended 
to  be  used  occasionally  as  a  Meeting-house  for  the  worship  of 
Almighty  God  by  Protestant  Dissenters,  and  we  do  require 
that  this  our  certificate  may  be  registered  in  your  court 
pursuant  to  the  directions  of  an  Act,  etc.  Witness  our  hands, 
Oct.  17th,  1806,  Joseph  Dunn,  John  Jas.  Smith,  Isaiah  Birt, 
Chas.  Robinson.    Reg.  21  Oct.  1806,  W.  W."' 

And  at  a  later  date,  June  22nd,  1815,  we  find  "a  room  in 
the  farm  house  of  Thomas  Jenkins  Gee,  in  this  parish  of 
Aldenham,  licensed  as  a  place  of  religious  worship  for  Protes- 

1  Newcome'8 "  Autobiography/'  Chet-  with   Mr.  John    Coghill.    Mr.  Hulton 

ham  Soc.  Pub.,  248.     Henry  Newcome,  came  just  as  they  took  horse,  and  went 

the  Nonconformist,  has  also  the  follow-  with  them  to  St.  Albans.   We  dined  that 

ing  note  of  his  son's  coming  to  Alden-  day  at  Mr.  Hutchinson's.   June  22nd,  we 

ham.    "  1686,  May  7th,  with  son  Peter  left  Aldenham ;  dined  at  Mr.  Grower's, 

to  Aldenham.  We  hare  comfort  in  sight  and  came  to  Barnet.    There  came  by  an 

and  society  of  friends  and  relations :  but  empty  coach,  that  took  us  up  immedi- 

with  some  gentle  and  necessary  abate-  ately,  and  brought  us  very  speedily  to 

ment  in  the  great  rain,  and  my  wife  London.    July  12th,  we  set   out  from 

being  unwell;  and  gome  cross  humours  London.  Peter  met  ub  at  Coin  ey." — New- 

here  as  to  the  Lord  H.  (Holies)  and  the  come's  "  Autobiog."  262,  3. 

S irish,  which  I  must  not  meddle  in.  '  Archd.  of  Hunts.    Entry  Book  of 

ay  19th,  we  went  by  Barnet  coach  to  Licences  for  Meeting  Houses. 
London.  June  16th  at  Bentley  (Midds.) 
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tant  Dissenters/9  the  names  of  the  applicants  being  Jas. 
Sedcole,  Wm.  Hawkins,  Jos.  Groom,  Thos.  Gilbert.  It  is  not 
stated  whether  these  were  Baptists;  but  the  Baptists  still 
have  a  footing,  a  chapel,  and  a  minister  in  the  parish.  On 
January  16th,  1828,  the  house  of  James  Embler  was  licensed 
as  a  place  of  religious  worship  for  "  Protestants,"  which  is  the 
designation  which  the  Wesleyans  used.  The  application  is 
signed  by  George  Robinson. 

ABBOTS  LANGLEY. 
Acres  5,213 ;  pop.  ,2,989  ;  value  £275. 

We  have  the  authority  of  the  Oesta  by  the  monk  Walsing- 
ham  for  adopting  the  old  tradition  that  Nicholas  Brakespere,. 
afterwards  Pope  Hadrian  IV.,  came  from  this  parish.  He 
describes  him  as  quidam  clericus,  nomi/ne  Nicolavs,  de  quodam 
viculo  Abbatis,  scilicet  Langele,  (yiiundusy  cognomento  JBrekes- 
pere*  and  he  tells  the  story  how,  young  in  years  and  somewhat 
slow  (pupinus)  in  his  profession,  he  was  refused  admission  to 
St.  Albans  Abbey,  thereupon  went  to  Paris,  and  finally  became 
Pope.  The  statement  of  Walsingham  is  confirmed  by  the  fact 
of  a  farm  in  this  parish  bearing  the  name  of  "  Brakespere's 
farm,"  and  the  name  Brakespere  (spelt  in  the  same  way) 
occurs  in  an  inquisition  of  1392  as  that  of  a  family  in  or  near 
St.  Albans.2  Hefele  adopts  the  story  told  in  the  Gesta,  but 
his  narrative  does  not  represent  Pope  Nicholas  as  a  man  of 
whom  Abbots  Langley  need  be  proud.  After  going  as  cardinal 
to  Sweden  he  became  Pope,  December  3rd,  1154,  and  died  out 
of  Rome  at  Anagni,  September  1st,  1159.3  He  caused  the 
murder  of  the  patriot  Arnold,  of  Brescia,  trampled  upon  the 
popular  rights  of  Borne,  treated  the  Emperor  Frederick 
Barharossa  with  haughtiness,  and  had  to  quit  the  city  and  to 
acquiesce  in  a  stern  rebuke  from  the  emperor.  Sad  that  an 
Englishman  should  thus  become  a  leader  in  tyranny  !  Fuller 
wittily  tells  the  story  that  Nicholas  Brakespere,  "as  he  was 
drinking  was  choked  with  a  fly,  which,  in  the  large  territory  of 
St  Peter's  patrimony,  had  no  place  but  his  throat  to  get  into."4 

«  Gesta,  ed.  Biley,  i.  112.  3  Hefele,    Concilienge$chichte,  V.,  472, 

*  Caasans'  Ccuhto,  137,  who,  however,  498. 

10    unaware    of    any   authority  for   or  4  Worthies  of  Hertt. 
against  the  tradition,  p.  86. 
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In  his  time  (1157)  two  synods  were  held  in  England,  one  at 
Chester,  when  Henry  II.  said  scornfully  to  the  bishop,  "  You 
take  your  stand  on  papal  authority,  which  is  of  men,  but  kingly 
authority  is  of  God ;  *n  and  the  other  at  Northampton.2 

Walsingham  names  the  tenants  at  Abbots  Langley  among 
those  who  won  charters  of  liberty  from  the  Abbot  in  1381, 
charters  soon  to  be  destroyed  again  by  the  cunning  monks.8 

The  first  name  in  the  Acta  as  vicar  here  is  John  Herne  in 
1557,  and  in  a  following  list,  1566,  Thomas  Eaton  appears.  The 
next  vicar  was  a  Welshman  from  Carnarvonshire, 
named  John  Lewis,  who  was  here  fifty- four  years, 
from  before  1572  till  his  death  29th  August,  1626,  aged  eighty. 
His  epitaph  describes  him  as  a"  preacher  and  faithful  pastor/' 
His  name  occurs  repeatedly  in  the  Acta  of  the  Archdeaconry. 
Thus  in  1584,  "Langley,  Mr.  John  Lewis  the  vicar,  no 
graduate,  a  preacher,  resident.  Made  minister  by  Edmund 
[Edwin  ?],  Bishop  of  London,  a.d.  1566.  He  hath  none  other 
benefice  or  promotion.  He  is  of  honest  life.  The  Vicarage  is 
valued  at  £20,  and  in  the  gift  of  Mr.  Smythwicke."  Again, 
"1594,  Langley  Abbotts,  A  vicarage.  Patron,  Mr.  Robert 
Smythwicke,  in  the  right  of  his  wife  and  Mr.  Benjamin 
Ibgrave,  her  son.  Valued  at  £15.  Mr.  John  Lewis,  clerk, 
incumbent ;  a  preacher,  resident.  Communicants,  about  three 
hundred.  Men  of  note.  No  recusants."  His  contribution  of 
arms  in  1620  was  "a  musket  furnished."  He  contributed 
3*.  4d.  in  1582  u  to  the  relief  of  Christians  in  Geneva."  One 
John  Jones  is  named  as  Minister  at  Abbots  Langley  in  1625. 
He  was  probably  assistant  to  John  Lewis. 

The  next  minister  who  came  upon  the  death  of  Lewis  was 

John  Kino,  a  Puritan,  who  continued  here  throughout  the 

John  King,  Commonwealth,  but  was  ejected  from  his  living  for 

fomht,"      Nonconformity  in  1662.     We  find  the  following 

162*— 1662.  registers  of  the  baptisms  of  his  children  : — Elizabeth, 

daughter  of  John  King,  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,   baptized 

2nd  June,  1633  ;  Job,  baptized  September  29th,  1637 ;  Martha, 

1  Mansi,  L  846.  Daw,  1464 ;  Wm.  Stronger,  1476 ;  Henry 

*  Hefele,  v.,  501.  Bishop,  1478;  John  CorteU,  1479  ;  Wm. 

*  Gesta,  iii  830.  The  following  vicars  Tokee,  1482.  See  Reg'utra  J.  Whcathtun- 
of  Abbots  Langley  are  named  in  the  stede,  ed.  Riley,  ii.,  pp.  15,  17,  128, 181, 
Regittra:  "  John  Cawstone,  1463;  Thos.  202,  253. 
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January  14th,  1641."  In  the  Survey  made  by  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Parliament  1650, x  the  vicarage  is  described  as 
*'  worth  £26  per  annum,  Mr.  John  King  is  minister ;  patron, 
Mr.  Henry  Child  "  This  small  income  was  during  the  Protec- 
torate supplemented,  as  the  following  minute  shows : — 

December  26th,  1656, — "  Ordered  that  the  yearly  summe  of 
twenty  pounds  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  graunted  unto  the 
Minister  of  Abbots  Langley,  in  the  County  of  Hertford,  to 
and  for  increase  of  his  Maintenance,  the  said  Minister  being 
from  time  to  time  approved  of  by  the  Commissioners  for 
approbation  of  publique  preachers.  Which  we  humbly  certifie 
to  His  Highness  the  Lord  Protector  and  the  Councell.  Jo. 
Thorowgood,  Edw.  Cressett,  Jo.  Pocock,  Ra.  Hall,  Richard 
Yong."' 

September  18th,  1657.  "  Ordered  that  the  yearly  sum  of 
£20  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  granted  to  and  for  increase  of 
maintenance  to  the  Minister  of  Abbots  Langley,  in  the  county 
of  Hertford,  his  Highness  and  the  councell  having  approved 
thereof  the  20th  August,  1657,  and  that  the  same  be  from  time 
to  time  paid  unto  Mr.  John  King,  Minister  of  Abbots  Langley 
aforesaid,  approved  by  the  Committees  for  approbation  of 
publique  preachers  the  20th  May,  1657,  to  hold  for  such  time 
as  he  shall  discharge  the  duty  of  minister  of  the  said  place,  or 
until  further  order  of  these  Trustees.  And  that  Mr.  Lawrence 
Steele,  Treasurer,  do  pay  the  same  unto  him  accordingly."3 

"December  26th,  1656.  Ordered  that  the  yearly  sum  of  £20 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  graunted  unto  the  minister  of 
Abbots  Langley,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  to  and  for  increase 
of  his  maintenance,  the  said  minister  being  from  time  to  time 
approved  by  the  Committee  for  approbation  of  publique 
preachers.  Which  we  humbly  certify  to  his  Highness  the 
Lord  Protector."4  But  this  grant  was  not  altogether  an  aug- 
mentation, as  is  evident  from  the  following  : — 

(995)  November  11th,  1658.  "  Upon  consideration  of  the 
petition  of  Mr.  John  King,  minister  of  Abbots  Langley,  ordered 
that  two  years'  time  be  allowed  from  the  present  day  for  the 

■  Lambeth  M8S.  Surreys,  vol.  z.  *  Ibid.,  993. 

9  Lambeth  MSS.  Augmentations,  1001,  4  Ibid.,  1,004. 

f.48. 
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payment  of  the  arrears  of  tithes  from  him  due  unto  these 
Trustees." 

Calamy  rightly  gives  him  a  place  in  his  account  of  the 
ministers  ejected  Ijy  the  stern  Act  of  Uniformity  in  1662, 
"Abbots  Langley,  Mr.  John  King."  Newcourt  also  in  his 
list  of  vicars  enters  his  successor  thus,  "  Thomas  Wright,  CL 
29th  January,  1662,  per  wuxmform.  King.1  Moreover,  in  the 
Acta  of  the  same  year,  he  is  named  with  the  designation 
"  Nonconformist "  attached  to  hid  name,  and  Nathan  Nicholls 
is  named  three  years  afterwards  as  Conformist.  Thomas 
Wright  died  in  1663,  and  was  followed  by  Benjamin  Lovell, 
who  removed  to  St.  Stephens  in  1664,  and  was  succeeded  here 
by  Nathan  Nicholls,  who  remained  till  his  death  in  1679. 

John   King,  with   his  family,  continued  to  reside  in  the 
parish  after  his  ejectment,  and  upon  the  Indulgence  of  1672 
Preaching  *°°^  ou*  a  l*cen8e  *°  pre&ch  in  his  own  house : — 
licence,       "  The  house  of  John  King,  at  Abbots  Langley,  in 
1672'  Hertfordshire,  December  9th,  1672."  *    The  follow- 

ing inscription  upon  his  grave  shows  that  he  spent  the 
remaining  years  of  his  life  here : — "  The  bodies  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
John  King,  minister  of  this  parish  near  fifty-three  years,  who 
departed  this  life  the  16th  of  September,  1679,  aged  eighty-two 
years,  and  of  Elizabeth  his  wife,  who  departed  this  life  the 
22nd  of  May,  1672,  aged  sixty-six  years."8 

As  the  family  of  Strong  are  connected  with  Abbots  Langley 
it  is  appropriate  here  to  name  William  Strong,  son  of  Timothy 
Strong,  and  uncle  to  Edward  the  mason.  He  was  educated  at 
Katherine  Hall,  Cambridge,  and  in  1641  was  minister  of  Long 
or  More  Crichel,  Dorset,  one  of  the  Assembly  of  Divines,  an 
Independent,  and  pastor  of  a  Congregational  church  in  West- 
minster Abbey,  during  the  Commonwealth.  He  was  also  one 
of  the  Triers,  and  the  author  of  many  treatises.  He  died  in  the 
prime  of  life,  and  was  buried  in  Westminster  Abbey,  July  4th, 
1654 ;  but  royalist  vengeance  dug  up  his  remains  in  1660,  and 
with  others  they  were  thrown  into  a  pit  in  St.  Margaret's 
churchyard.4    "  He  was  so  plain  in  heart,  so  deep  in  judgment, 

1  Repertorium,  i.  842.  Lives  of  the  Puritans,  iii.  196 ;    J.  L. 

3  Record  Office  Domestic,  Charles  £L,       Chester,  Westminster  Abbey  Registers,  149; 
Entry  Book  No.  38.  Hanbury's  Memorials  of  the  Indepen- 

8  Clutterbuck,  L  177.  dents,  iii.  428. 

4  Clutterbuck,   i.    169,   170;   Brook's 
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so  painful  in  study,  so  frequent,  exact,  and  laborious  in  preach- 
ing, that  he  did  not  know  his  equal." 

In  1699  we  find  the  following  notices  of  places  registered 
for  religious  worship  by  Protestant  dissenters  in  this  parish : — 
"  These  are  to  give  you  notice  that  the  several  houses  of  John 
Smith  of  Abbots  Langley,  and  William  Young  of  the  same 
parish,  are  designed  and  appointed  for  places  of  religious 
worship  of  God  by  certain  Protestants  dissenting  from  the 
Church  of  England,  commonly  called  Presbyterians.  In  witness 
I  have  set  my  hand  this  16th  August,  1699.    William  Young." 

"  These  are  to  certify  whom  it  may  concern,  that  there  is 
a  Meeting-place  for  religious  worship  to  be  holden  by  the 
Presbyterians  or  Independents  at  the  house-  of  John  Dell,  in 
Nash  Mill  end,  in  the  parish  of  Abbots  Langley,  in  the  county 
of  Hertford,  23rd  February,  1704-5.  John  Gates.  Subscribed 
by  us  whose  names  are  hereunder  written,  23rd  February, 
1705-6,  all  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Abbots  Langley,  John 
Baldwin,  Zach.  Baldwin,  Samuel  Wright,  John  Mores,  John 
Smith,  John  Dell ;  received,  William  Ewer."  * 

In  1724  we  find  the  following  notice  of  a  place  for  Noncon- 
formist worship  in  this  parish : — "  These  are  to  certify  that  the 
dwelling-house  of  Thomas  Mead,  in  the  parish  of  Abbots 
Langley,  is  appointed  a  public  meeting-house  for  the  worship 
of  God.  John  Cock,  jun.,  John  Leaper,  Joseph  White.  Regis- 
tered 24th  October,  1724."  * 

We  find  the  following  places  licensed  in  this  parish  : — 

113.  Abbots  Langley,  a  place  of  worship  for  the  Presby- 
terians, certified  by  Zachariah  Baldwin,  of  Abbots  Langley, 
Michaelmas  Session,  1704. 

505.  The  house  of  John  Pond,  at  Abbots  Langley,  a  place  of 
worship  for  the  Baptists,  certified  by  Wm.  Groser,  minister, 
13th  July,  1799. 

529.  The  barn  of  John  Pond,  at  Abbots  Langley,  certified  as 
a  place  of  worship  for  the  Baptists  by  Wm.  Groser,  minister, 
21st  June,  1800. 

1174.  A  house  at  Hunton  Bridge,  Abbots  Langley,  certified 
by  W.  Foxwell,  28th  January,  1820.8 

1  Archdeaconry  of  St.  Albans,  Records  ;  *  Places  certified  for  Protestant  Dia- 

Bomerset  House.  senters  under  the  Toleration  Act,  from 

*  Archdeacon  of  Hants,  License  Book.      1088—1862 ;  lists  at  Somerset  House. 
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The  following  were  certified  to  the  Archdeacon  of  St  Albans : — 


PLACS  OF  MBBTIHG. 


House  of  David 


Nichol 
Building       of       Samuel 


School  in  possession  of  Mr. 
William  Bunker  .    .    . 


Tenement  of  Jo.  Roddam 
Building 


Weeleyan  Chapel 

Dwelling     of     Edmond 
Oakley 


SITUATED. 


VOS  WHOM. 


BT  WHOM   CBBTITOD. 


Abbots 
Langley 

Bedmond, 
Abbou 
Langley 


Abbot* 
Langley 

Xaah  Mills 

Leverstock 
Green    . 


.  .  Nash  Mills 
Bedmond, 
Abbots 
Langley 


Protestant 
Dissenters 


Protestant 
Dissenters 


Protestants 


Wesleyans 

Protestant 
Dissenters 


Protestants  . 


I  Protestant*  . 


I  12th    Feb., 
1783    .     . 

24th   Jan., 
1825    .    . 


12th  Nov., 
1829    .    . 

16th  April, 
1838    .     . 

tod    June, 
1841    .    . 


2nd     Feb., 
1842    .    . 

14th   Jan., 
1850    .    . 


'  James  Turner,  Thos.  Cole. 

i 

i  J.  Twitchell,  S.  Harris, 
I  S.  Saunders,  J.  Day, 
i    James  Gentle. 

James  Meadmore,  W. 
Bunker. 

Thomas  Baker,  John 
Wingrave,  Junior. 

Thomas  Hopley,  Robert 
Bruoe,  J  .George,  Thomas 
and  John  Orchard. 

Joseph  Floyd,  Minister, 
St.  Albans 

Edmund  Oakley,  Maurice 
Britton. 


There  are  now  Baptist,  Congregational,  and  Wesleyan  chapels 
in  this  parish. 

BARNET. 

Chipping,  acres  1,140 ;  pop.  4,283 ;  value  £450. 
Bast,         acres  1,601 ;  pop.  2,925 ;  value  £460. 

Barnet  has,  like  Si.  Albans,  a  succession  of  Nonconformist 
worthies,  and  her  townsfolk  shared  with  the  men  of  St.  Albans 
References  the  struggles  for  civil  and  religious  liberty  which 
in  the  Gesta.  marked  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth  centuries.  As 
far  back  as  1260  one  Gilbert  de  Sokham  claimed  the  right  of 
the  people  in  Barnet  Wood,  part  of  which  was  called  Frith 
Wood,  or  Commons  Wood.  In  the  risings  of  1381  Barnet  went 
hand  in  hand  with  St.  Albans  in  the  demand  for  freedom.1 
They  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  charter,  given  in  full  in  the 
Cfesta,  but  made  only  to  be  torn  up  by  the  monks  the  first 
opportunity.  Henry  Frowyk  deserves  to  be  named  as  foremost 
among  the  Barnet  townsmen  in  this  movement.8  Nor  does 
the  town,  with  its  two  parishes  of  East  and  Chipping  (High) 
Barnet,  lack  a  Lollard  representative.  William  Redhed  was 
one  of  those  brought  before  the  Abbot  in  St.  Peter's  Church, 
St.  Albans,  1427,  for  having  in  his  possession  a  little  book  in  the 
vulgar  tongue,  "  condemning  the  adoration  of  images  and  the 


1  VenerwU  viUani  de  Barnet,  vUlanes 
de  Sancti  Albani  foederati,  WaLringham, 


Hi*.  AngL,  i.  471 ;  Geeta,  iii.  287— 824. 
»  Gata,  iii.  824,  828. 
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mass."     He  did  not,  however,  possess  sufficient  firmness  to  face 
prison  and  death ;  but  threats  extorted  from  him  the  following 
recantation:  "I, William  Redhed,maltraan,ofthetownofBarnet, 
confess  before  you,  reverend  father,  Abbot  of  St.  Albans,  and 
before  this  venerable  synod,  that  I  have  had  in  my  possession 
a  certain  little  book  in  the  vulgar  tongue  which  contains 
many  errors.  ...  I  confess  that  I  have  grievously  offended 
God  and  the  Church  in  that  I  have  kept  in  my  possession  this 
book  in  the  vulgar  tongue,  that  I  have  read  it,  and  that  I  have 
made  it  known  not  only  to  one  Catholic,  but  to  the  rude  and 
laic  people.    Wherefore  I  humbly  seek  pardon."     Thereupon 
he  was  compelled,  as  a  penance,  to  burn  the  book  publicly 
at  St  Albans  Cross,  and  was  enjoined  that,  "  on  three  suc- 
ceeding Sundays  he  should  go  unclothed  round  the  cemetery 
in  his  own  parish  church  before  the  procession."1    This  shows 
that  there  were  Lollards  at  Barnet,  and  though  Redhed  recanted, 
the  leaven  of  truth  spread  there.     It  was  thought  necessary  in 
Mary's  reign  to  send  a  victim   of  religious  persecution  for 
execution  to  Barnet,  as  a  warning  and  check  to  the  William 
spread  of  "heresy."    William  Hale,  who  belonged  g£dh!£ 
to  Thorp,  in  Essex,  and  who  was  examined  before   1Mo- 
Bonner,  with  George  Tankerfield,  on  July  12th,  1555,  was 
sentenced  to  be  burnt  at  Barnet    After  the  sentence  had  been 
pronounced,  he  turned  to  the  lookers-on  in  court,  and  said, 
"Ah!    good  people,  beware  of  this  idolater  and  this  anti- 
christ,"— pointing  to  the  Bishop  of  London.    He  was  forthwith 
delivered  to  the  sheriffs  as  a  heretic  to  be  burned.      They 
sent  him  down  to  Barnet,  and  here,  about  the  latter  end  of 
August,  1555,  "  he  most  constantly  sealed  up  his  faith  with 
the  consuming  of  his  body  by  cruel  fire,  yielding  his  soul  unto 
the  Lord  Jesus,  his  only  and  most  sure  Redeemer.''9 

The  following  is  a  list  of  vicars  and  curates  of  the  two 
parishes  of  Chipping  and  East  Barnet  as  indicated  in  the 
Acta  of  the  Archdeaconry  of  St  Albans  from  1557  to  1662. 

Chipping  Basnet.  East  Baunet. 

1567.  John  Halaey.  1557.  Anthony  Watson. 

John  WTrite,  Curate. 
Elizabeth:  — 
1560.  Anthony  Blake.  1560.  William  Brocke. 

1  Joh.  Amnndeflham,  Annates,  edition  *  Fox.  Acts  and  Monuments   IIL,  843, 

Biley,  i.  226-9.  folio  edition,  1684. 
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1567.  Edward  Underlie.  1567.  Edward  Underlie. 

Curates :— 1676,  Thomas  Dawson;   1578,  Richard  Vaughan  ;   1583,  William 
Brooke ;  1586,  Humphry  Prior. 
1591.  Edward  Grant,  D.D.  1591.  Edward  Grant,  D.D. 

Curates :— 1592,  Peter  Muffet ;  1594,  Thomas  Bigland  ;  1596,  James  Barnard; 

1597,  Gabriel  Price. 
James  I. : — 
1601.  Edward  Munnes.  1601.  Matthias  Barwell,  Curate. 

1601.  Richard  Boyle,  Curate  (Bishop 

of  Cork.  1620). 
1603.  Matthias  Millward.  1603.  Matthias  Millward. 

Curates  : — 1611,  Thomas  Meyrick,  M.A. ;  1622.  Robert  Smyth;  1630,  Richard 

Blowe. 
Charles  I.:— 
1639.  John  Goodwin.  1639.  John  Goodwin. 

Commonwealth : — 

1643,  Oct  11th.  Mr.  Eeles. 

1644,  June  26th.  John  Giles,  Minister. 

1645,  Oct.  11th.  Henry  Owen,  on  resig- 
1646.  Mr.  Hazard.  nation  of  Giles. 
1650.  Edward  Bulstrode.                           1650.  John  Goodwin. 

1658.  Samuel  Shaw,  ejected  1660.  1653.  Dr.  Slater. 

1660.  John  Goodwin  restored  to  both  parishes. 
1662.  Mr.  Howard,  Curate. 

[John  Boyle,  afterwards  at  Elstree,  and  Bishop  of  Cork,  1618,  was  Master  of 
the  Grammar  School  at  Chipping  Barnet  for  some  years.  ] 

In  1584  we  have  the  following  report  of  the  two  parishes : 
"  Chipping  and  East  Barnet.  Mr.  Edward  Underlie,  the  parson, 
a  bachelor  of  Artes,  a  preacher,  resident ;  made  minister  2nd 
of  her  Majesty's  reign.  He  hath  none  other  benefice  or  pro- 
motion. He  is  of  honest  life.  The  living  is  fit  for  a  preacher, 
and  her  MajUe  is  the  patron."  In  1579  we  are  told  regarding 
Chipping  Barnet,  "When  our  parson,  Edward  Undern,  is 
absent,  one  Mr.  Mursett,  our  schoolmaster,  doth  expound  the 
catechism  on  the  Sabbath  day.  Also  one  Harvey  Samson,  our 
clarke,  doth  say  the  daily  service  for  the  day,  but  not  adminis- 
ters 'the  sacraments.  By  me,  John  Warren/'  Again,  in  1583, 
"  Chipping  Barnet.  We  have  no  preacher  but  our  parson ; 
but  we  have  not  known  him  to  weare  any  cappe,  for  he  saith 
it  is  hurtful  unto  his  eyes,  which  indeed  are  very  dimme.  .  .  . 
Our  parson's  name  is  Edward  Underne.  He  hath  not  any 
other  living ;  he  is  a  B.A.,  and  conformable  to  all  good  orders. 
Our  Bible  is  of  the  largest  volume.  14th  March,  1583."  "  He 
doth  not  wear  the  apparr6ll,  but  saith  he  is  willing  and  ready 
to  wear  them."     "  Edward  Underne,  parson  of  Barnett,"  con- 
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tributes  seven  shillings  in  1582  to  the  relief  of  the  Christians 
in  Geneva.  On  October  4th,  1586,  "Humphry  An  ignorant 
Prior,  curate  of  East  Barnet,  was  examined,"  with  curate- 
two  others,  and  "  found  to  be  ignorant  in  the  Latin  tongue, 
and  not  able  to  decline  a  noun  substantive,  or  to  discern  the 
parts  of  speech.  And  further,  to  be  unable  to  answer  unto 
easy  questions  in  the  grounds  of  faith  and  religion,  or  to  allege 
aptly  any  Scripture  for  proof  of  any  article  of  religion." 

In  1594  we  have  the  following  report:  "East  Barnet,  Chip- 
ping Barnet.  A  parsonage.  Patron,  the  Queen's  majesty; 
valued  at  £22  2s.  8d. ;  Mr.  Edward  Grant,  D.D.,  incumbent- 
Not  resident     Thomas  Bigland,  clerk,  curate ;  communicants, 

about  300.    Men  of  note .     No  recusants."     This  Edward 

Grant  was  for  many  years  head  master  of  Westminster  School, 
where  he  had  been  educated.  He  was  a  very  learned  man, 
author  of  SpecUegium  Graecce  Linguae,  dedicated  to  William, 
Lord  Burghley.  On  November  3rd,  1591,  he  was  instituted  to 
the  rectory  of  East  Barnet,  on  the  presentation  of  the  Queen, 
and  he  resigned  the  mastership  of  Westminster  in  February, 
1592-3.  He  deserves  commendation  for  his  zealous  efforts  to 
preserve  the  feme  of  Roger  Ascham,  whose  orphan  family  he 
strongly  recommended  to  the  care  of  the  Queen.  He  died 
August  4th,  1601,  and  was  buried  in  Westminster  Abbey.1 
We  find  the  signature  of  "  Matthias  Mil  ward,  rector,"  or  "  par- 
son," in  1604  and  1637,  and  the  baptismal  registers  of  several 
of  his  children  between  1606  and  1621.  Mr.  John  Goodwin, 
who  succeeded  him,  was  a  strong  Royalist,  and  gave  the 
committees  of  sequestration  much  trouble.  So  disturbed  were 
both  parishes,  that  the  ministers  appointed  by  the  Parliament 
could  not  stay.  Mr.  Eeles*  found  a  home  at  Harpenden.  Mr. 
Giles,  who  describes  himself  as  u  present  pastor  of  East  Barnet,"8 
soon  "  relinquished  the  cure  " : — 

"August  9th,  1645.*  It  is  ordered  that  the  Profits  of  the 
Rectory  of  East  Barnet,  within  the  town  of  East  Barnet,  in 
the  county  of  Hertford,  sequestered  to  the  use  of  John  Giles, 

1  Cooper.  Ath,  Cantab.,  ii.  320.  17th  March,  1644,  and  was  baptized  ye 

>B.i  Add.  MSS.  16669,  f.  191.  next  Sabbath,  or  Lord's  day  following, 

3  1644.  Paul,  the  sonne  of  John  Gyles,  23rd  March,  1644.  Registers  East  Barnet. 

pre  sent  pastor  of  East  Barnet,  and  Eliza-  4  Add.  MSS.  15669,  f.  131 . 

bet  h  his  wife,  was  born  upon  Monday, 
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and  by  him  relinquished,  shall  stand  sequestered  to  the  use 
Common-  °^  Henby  Owen,  Minister  of  the  Word.  Referred 
wealth  the  said  Henry  Owen  to  the  Committee  of  the 
m         '    Assembly  for  the  sequestration  of  the  church  of 

East  Barnet." 

"  October  11th,  1645.     Whereas  the  Rectory  of  East  Barnet 

is  and  standeth  sequestered  by  order  of  the  Committee,  and 

_  A  n  Mr.  Giles  was  thereupon  nominated  to  the  cure  of 

East  Barnet.      .       __         _        rt   _        *_  .       _     ..       .  ,   A 

the  Church  of  East  Barnet,  so  he  hath  since  left 
the  same,  and  Mr.  Henry  Owen  hath  thereupon  and  since 
officiated  in  the  said  cure,  it  is  ordered  that  Mr.  Owen  shall 
have  satisfaction  for  his  said  service,  and  proportionably  to 
the  time  that  he  hath  attended  the  same,  according  to  the 
agreement  made  between  him  and  the  Parishioners  there  for  the 
tithes  and  profits  of  and  belonging  to  the  said  church ;  which  the 
said  Parishioners  are  hereby  required  to  pay  him  accordingly." 

"  February  28fch,  1645-6.  It  is  this  day  ordered  that  Free- 
man NichoUs  and  Matthew  Goll,  inhabitants  of  and  in  the 
town  of  East  Barnet,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  do  collect  and 
gather  all  tithes,  rents,  rewards,  and  profits  of  the  said  Rectory 
of  the  said  church  (sequestered  from  Mr.  Goodwin)  which  arise 
and  grow  upon  or  belong  to  the  said  town  of  East  Barnet,  and 
pay  the  same  to  such  as  officiate  the  cure  of  the  said  church, 
for  three  months  next  ensuing,  and  all  arrears  thereof." 

"June  27th,  1646.1  It  is  ordered  that  the  Committee  of 
Parliament  for  the  Division  in  which  East  Barnet  is,  or  any 
three  of  them,  do  take  consideration  of  the  time  that  Mr.  Leigh 
hath  officiated  in  the  church  there,  and  do  take  care  that  the 
sequestrators  of  the  Profits  of  the  Rectory  of  East  Barnet 
belonging  to  the  said  town  of  East  Barnet  do  give  him  satis- 
faction out  of  the  aforesaid  profits  for  the  time  of  his  service, 
proportionable  to  the  yearly  value  of  the  profits  belonging  to 
the  minister  of  the  said  church." 

It  would  appear  that  after  Mr.  Leigh's  service  Mr.  Goodwin 
resumed  his  ministry,  for  in  1650  we  find  him  in  possession. 
"John  Goodwin  officiates,  but  by  what  order  is  not  known,  he 
being  formerly  sequestered  ab  officio  et  bmefioio"* 

But  we  must  pass  to  Chipping  Barnet,  concerning  which 

i  Add.  MSS.  15670,  f.  128.  >  Lansd.  MSS.  459,  fol.  100. 
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place  the  same  Minutes  have  several  entries,  in  which  the  name 
of  Mr.  Hazard  appears  as  minister. 

"  December  27th,  1645.  Whereas  Mr.  Hazard,  to  whom  the 
church  at  Barnet  is  sequestered,  hath  been  summoned  chipping 
to  show  cause  why  the  wife  of  Mr.  Goodwin,  from  Barnet- 
whom  the  said  church  is  sequestered,  should  not  have  a  fifth 
part,  who  hath  not  hitherto  showed  any  cause,  it  being  alleged 
that  himself  hath  gone  to  Bristol ;  it  is  ordered  that  if  he  do  not 
pay  the  same,  nor  show  good  cause  to  the  contrary  on  January 
29th  next,  this  Committee  will  proceed  upon  his  said  refusal  of 
payment  as  justice  shall  appertain." 

"  27th  January,  1645-6.  It  is  ordered  by  consent  of  parties  on 
both  sides  that  the  cause  between  Mr.  Hazard,  of  Chipping  Barnet, 
and  Mrs.  Goodwin  concerning  the  fifth  part  claimed  by  the  said 
Mrs.  Goodwin  be  adjourned  till  the  17th  day  of  February  next."1 


1  "17th  March,  1645-6.  This  Com- 
mittee do  appoint  to  hear  the  cause  be- 
tween Mr.  Hazard  and  Mrs.  Goodwin 
concerning  the  fifth  part  claimed  by  her 
of  the  Rectory  of  Barnet  on  March  17th, 
whereof  Mr.  Hazard  is  to  have  convenient 
notice"  (16670,  f.  69). 

M21st  March,  1645-6.  Ordered  that  Mr. 
Hazard,  minister  of  Barnet,  shall  have 
liberty  to  show  cause  wherefore  the  wife 
of  Mr.  Goodwin,  from  whom  the  Rectory 
thereof  is  sequestered,  should  not  have 
a  fifth  part,  on  April  9th  next,  whereof 
the  said  Mrs.  Goodwin  is  to  have  con- 
venient notice"  (15670,  f.  92). 

u  23rd  April,  1646.  The  cause  between 
Mr.  Hazard  and  Mrs.  Goodwin  coming 
to  hearing  to-day  concerning  the  fifths 
by  her  claimed  oat  of  the  Rectory  of 
Barnet  sequestered  from  her  husband, 
the  said  Mrs.  Goodwin  appeared  by  her 
counsel,  but  the  said  Mr.  Hazard  made 
default.  It  is  therefore  ordered  that  the 
former  order  of  this  Committee  for  the 
said  Mr.  Hazard's  payment  of  a  fifth  part 
shall  stand,  and  the  said  is  herewith 
confirmed."— Add.  MSS.,  15670,  f.  70. 

•♦2nd  May,  1646  (fol.  77).  Ordered 
that  Sir  Thomas  Dawes  be  desired  to 
hear  and  determine  all  matters  in  differ- 
ence between  Mr.  Hazard  and  Mrs. 
Goodwin  concerning  the  fifth  part  of  the 
living  of  Barnet  by  her  claimed,  and  to 
certify  the  same." 

"  7th  May,  1646,  Chipping  Barnet.  It 
is  ordered  that  Sir  Thomas  Dawes  and 
Sir  John  Franklvn,  members  of  this 
Committee,  be  desired  to  hear  and  deter- 
mine all  matters  in  difference  between 
Mr.  Hazard  and  Mrs.  Goodwin  concern- 


ing the  fifth  part  of  the  living  of  Barnet 
by  her  claimed,  and  to  certify  the  same." 

"  28th  May,  1646.  Upon  consideration 
had  of  the  report  and  certificate  of  Sir 
Thomas  Dawes  and  Sir  John  Franklvn, 
of  the  cause  to  them  referred  concerning 
the  fifth  part  claimed  by  the  wife  of  Mr. 
Goodwin  from  the  Rectory  of  Barnet,  it 
is  ordered  that  the  said  fifth  part  be  paid, 
according  to  the  order  of  this  Committee. 
April  12th,  1644,  and  all  arrears  hereoi 
by  the  referees  after  the  rate  of  £20. 
And  unless  Mr.  Hazard,  to  whom  the 
rectory  is  sequestered,  do  show  good 
cause  to  the  contrary  on  16th  July  next, 
whereof  he  is  to  have  convenient  notice. 
And  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  parish 
are  required  to  detain  in  their  hands  all 
profits  of  the  said  rectory  due  and  yet 
unpaid  to  the  said  Mr.  Hazard  in  the 
meantime,  and  till  this  Committee's  plea- 
sure be  further  known." 

"August  6th  (also  September  3rd), 
1646.  It  is  ordered  that  Mr.  Hazard,  to 
whom  the  rectorie  of  Barnet  is  seques- 
tered, do  show  cause  before  this  Com- 
mittee on  8rd  September  wherefore  he 
should  not  pay  unto  the  wife  of  Mr. 
Goodwin,  from  whom  the  Rectory  is 
sequestered,  the  fifth  part  of  the  said 
Rectory  according  to  the  report  and 
certificate  of  Sir  Robert  Dawes  and  Sir 
John  Franklyn,  made  28th  May,  whereof 
he  is  not  to  fail*  And  in  regard  Mr. 
Aldworth,  a  member  of  this  Committee, 
undertaketh  to  acquaint  the  said  Mr. 
Hazzard  herewith.  He  is  therefore  de- 
sired to  give  notice  hereof  accordingly." 
—Add.  MSS.,  15670,  f.  168. 
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"  Sept.  18th,  1646.1  Whereas  the  Committee,  by  their  order 
28th  May  last,  upon  consideration  had  of  the  report  and  cer- 
tificate of  Sir  Thomas  Dawes  and  Sir  John  Franklyn  of  the 
cause  to  them  referred  concerning  the  fifth  part  claimed  by 
the  wife  of  Mr.  Goodwin,  from  whom  the  Rectory  of  Chipping 
Barnet,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  is  sequestered,  ordered  that 
the  said  fifth  part  should  be  paid  unto  her  according  to  the 
order  of  this  Committee  of  the  12th  of  April,  1644,  and  all 
arrears  thereof  according  to  the  appointment  made  by  the  said 
Referees  after  the  rate  of  £20,  and  unless  the  said  Mr.  Hazard, 
to  whom  the  same  is  sequestered,  should  show  good  cause  to 
the  contrary  on  the  16th  day  of  July  last;  and  the  inhabitants 
of  the  parish  were  required  to  detain  in  their  hands  all  profits 
of  the  said  Rectory  as  yet  unpaid  to  the  said  Mr.  Hazard,  in 
the  meantime  until  this  Committee  shall  further  order ;  and 
the  said  Mrs.  Goodwin  complaineth  that,  notwithstanding 
notice  thereof  was  left  at  the  said  Mr.  Hazard's  house  in 
Barnet,  and  a  copy  of  the  order  was  sent  to  Bristol,  whither 
he  is  gone,  he  hath  not  yet  attended  to  show  any  cause  to  the 
contrary;  this  Committee  do  therefore  order  the  said  fifth 
part  to  be  paid  unto  the  said  Mrs.  Goodwin,  according  to  the 
Report  of  the  said  Sir  Thomas  Dawes  and  Sir  John  Franklyn. 
And  the  Committee  of  Parliament  for  the  County  are  desired 
to  appoint  sequestrators  for  the  gathering  of  the  profits  of  the 
said  Rectory,  and  therewith  to  pay  the  said  Mrs.  Goodwin  her 
fifth  part  and  all  arrears  thereof  according  to  the  said  order, 
and  to  reserve  the  residue  thereof  for  such  minister  as  the 
Committee  shall  appoint  to  have  the  said  sequestration." 

"June  11th,  1647.2  Upon  the  humble  petition  of  Mary, 
the  wife  of  John  Goodwin,  from  whom  the  Rectorie  of  Barnet, 
in  the  County  of  Hertford,  is  sequestered,  this  Committee  do 
refer  the  Petitioner  to  the  Committee  of  Parliament  for  the 
said  County,  who  are  desired  to  call  the  late  sequestrators 
before  them  to  give  an  account  of  the  profits  by  them  received 
of  the  said  Rectory,  and  to  see  the  said  Mrs.  Goodwin  satisfied 
her  fifth  part,  according  to  the  former  orders  of  this  Com- 
mittee, in  that  behalf  out  of  the  profits  of  the  said  Rectory  of 
Barnet  not  yet  disposed.    And  the  said  Committee  are  desired 

»  Add.  MSB.,  16670,  f.  226.  *  Add.  MSS.,  16671,  f.  66. 
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to  appoint  sequestrators  as  well  for  the  Chulrch  of  Chipping 
Barnet  as  for  the  church  of  East  Barnet,  tJWio  are  hereby 
authorized  to  provide  for  the  cure  of  the  I  said  respective 
churches,  and  to  gather  the  several  profits  belonging  to  each 
of  them  for  three  months  next  ensuing,  and  to\  satisfy  such  as 
they  shall  provide  for  the  said  service  during]  the  said  time. 
And  the  said  Committee  are  desired  in  the  meantime  to  recom- 
mend to  this  Committee  one  or  more  orthodox  divines  as  to 
them  shall  seem  meet  to  be  settled  in  the  said  Rectory  and 
the  sequestration  thereof."  i 

"  July  16th,  1647.1  Upon  the  humble  petition  of  Daniel 
McHoll  and  John  Rotheram,  two  of  the  seques  trators  of  the 
profits  of  the  Rectory  of  Chipping  Barnet,  in  tjie  county  of 
Hertford,  who  complain  that  they  are  out  of  pilrse  for  pro- 
viding for  the  cure  of  the  said  church :  it  is  ordered  that  they 
shall  provide  for  the  service  of  the  said  church,  and  collect 
and  gather  the  tithes  formerly  received  by  Mr.  Hazard,  minister 
of  Chipping  Barnet  aforesaid,  and  therewith  satisfy  such  as 
they  provide  to  the  service,  and  such  as  they  have  already 
provided,  and  pay  the  fifth  part  to  Mrs.  Goodwin."! 

"August  14th,  1647.*  It  is  ordered  that  Edmund  Taylor, 
Edward  Munslow,and  Matthew  Goll  do  provide  for  the  service 
and  cure  of  the  church  of  East  Barnet,  and  collect  and  gather 
the  tithes,  profits,  etc.,  of  the  Rectory  of  East  Barnet  within 
the  town  of  East  Barnet,  and  therewith  satisfy  such  as  they 
provide  for  the  service  of  the  said  church,  and  such  as  they 
have  already  provided,  and  pay  the  fifth  part  to  Mrs.  Goodwin." 

From  these  minutes  it  is  clear  that  Mary,  the  wife  of  John 
Goodwin,  was  pertinacious  in  her  claims  for  her  fifths,  and 
that  the  Committee  allowed  that  claim  from  the  Minifltere  at 
first  Further  that  for  East  Barnet  the  ministers  Bast  Barnet, 
appointed  after  the  sequestration  were  (1)  John 
Giles,  1644;  (2)  Henry  Owen,  August  9th,  1645  ;  (3)  supplies 
paid  by  the  appointed  collectors  of  the  tithes,  Freeman  Nichols 
and  Matthew  Goll,  among  whom  the  nanje  of  a  Mr.  Leigh 
appears ;  (4)  that  in  1647  the  church  at  East  Barnet  Tt<as  still 
vacant,  and  three  persons,  Edmund  Taylor,  Edward  Munslow, 
and  Matthew  Goll  are  appointed  to  provide  for  the  service  of 

»  Add.  MSB.,  16671,  f.  172.  *  Add.  MSS.,  16671,  f.  180. 
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"Sept.  18th,  l'collect  the  tithes,  etc.;  (5)  that  in  1650  John 
28th  May  last,  u-queetered  rector,  was  officiating  the  cure.1 
tificate  of  Sir  1j  Barnet  we  find  upon  the  sequestration  (1)  Mr. 
cause  to  them  Aed  as  minister  in  1644,  who,  in  the  end  of  1645, 
the  wife  of  Mr.  3ars  to  have  gone  to  Bristol,  and  repeated  efforts 
Barnet,  in  the  c©  made,  without  success,  to  secure  his  appear- 
the  said  fifth  p£  before  the  Committee  with  reference  to  Mrs. 
order  of  this  Olications  for  her  fifths.  As  he  did  not  appear, 
arrears  thereof  3  appointed  two  of  their  number  to  investigate 
Referees  after  "ch  is  granted,  the  fifths  to  be  reckoned  upon  the 
to  whom  the  »  (2)  Two  persons  in  Chipping  Barnet,  Daniel 
the  contrary  o  John  Rotheram,  appointed  to  collect  the  tithes 
of  the  parish  -ie  service  of  the  church,  complain  that  they  are 
of  the  said  Bt.  It  appears,  however,  that  another  minister  was 
the  meaotinP  Chipping  Barnet,  for  we  find  that  "  Mr.  Edward 
the  said  Mi  officiates  the  cure"3  in  1650.  We  find  another 
notice  there#58  recorded  thus : — "  Mr.  Samuel  Shaw  admitted, 
Barnet,  and  f  of  December,  1658,  to  the  rectory  of  Barnet,  in 
he  is  gone,  h  of  Hertford,  upon  a  presentment  exhibited  the 
contrary;  (from  his  Highness  Richard  Lord  Protector,  under 
part  to  be  pnanuall  and  certificates  from  Tho.  Brooks,  Wm. 
Report  of  tl  Robt  Shand."'  This  is  interesting,  as  one  of  the 
And  the  Cc  tments  ratified  by  Richard  CromwelL 
to  appoint  inames  this  Mr.  Shaw  as  ejected  from  Barnet  by  the 
said  Rectoi  ew  Act,  and  this  probably  means  from  Chipping 
fifth  part  2  Barnet ;  because  we  have  the  important  testimony 
and  to  re  of  Richard  Baxter,  who  resided  in  the  neighbour- 
Committethree  years  (1669-72),  to  the  effect  that  the  sequestered 

"  June  -i*e.,  Goodwin  of  East  Barnet — had  much  influence 
the  wife  ne  Commonwealth.  Baxter  writes : — 
in  the  Ove  to  instance  where  I  dwell  and  see,  because  of 
refer  th#y.  This  market  town  of  Barnet,  ten  miles  from 
said  Co,  was  so  extremely  addicted  to  your  (the  Conformists) 
before  tad  so  impatient  of  the  Directory  and  the  Ministry  now 
of  the  sit,  that  one  who  was  their  minister  in  the  times  of 
her  fifttion,  told  me  he  was  fain  to  leave  them ;  and  he  pro- 
mittee, 

Barnet  " John  Goodwin,  rector,"  signs         *  Lambeth   Survey,  vol.  x. ;   Idtnad. 
iter.  MSB.,  459. 

'Lambeth  MSSn  Augmentations,  999. 
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fessed  to  me  that  he  was  really  afraid  lest  they  would  have  put 
him  into  the  grave,  and  buried  him  alive,  for  burying  a  corpse 
without  the  common  prayer,  according  to  the  Directory.  And 
now  the  case  is  so  much  altered  that  (though  the  town  consist 
so  much  of  Inns  and  Alehouses,  which  are  very  seldom 
Nonconformists),  a  private  meeting  near  the  church  is  crowded 
like  as  the  churches  were,  and  the  church  is  almost  empty  "l 

In  the  East  Barnet  registers,  the  following  note  occurs : — 
"  John  Goodwin,  Rectour  of  East  Barnet,  was  sequestered  in  the 
year  1643,  after  which  time  several  ministers  took  the  seques- 
tration, and  about  the  year  1650  Dr.  Sclaater,  now  minister 
at  St  John's,  Clarkenwell,  was  sworn  Register  for  East  and 
Chipping  Barnet,  and  until  the  King's  return,  all  was  neglected. 
Christenings,  Marriages,  and  Burials,  I  have  collected  what  I 
could" 

Mr.  Hazard,  so  frequently  named  as  having  gone  to  Bristol, 
became  the  minister  of  Ratcliffe  parish  and  St.  Ewens  in  that 
city.  He  is  described  by  Calamy  as  u  a  venerable  old  man," 
and  as  ejected  from  his  cure  in  Bristol  in  1662.  "He  was 
often  sadly  disturbed  by  the  Quakers  in  the  pulpit,  which  was 
very  common  in  that  city  between  the  years  1650  and  1660. 
They  who  at  that  time  fell  in  with  Quakerism  generally  used 
to  run  out  into  a  virulent  opposition  of  Gospel  truths, 
ministers,  ordinances,  and  duties." 

Mr.  John  Giles  removed  to  Lindridge  in  Worcestershire, 
where  he  laboured  during  the  Commonwealth,  died  in  1660, 
and  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  who  was  silenced  for  his 
Nonconformity,  and  afterwards  was  for  many  years  pastor  of 
the  Dissenting  congregation  at  Henley-upon-Thames,  where 
he  died.  John  Giles,  senior,  is  described  as  an  eminent  minister, 
zealous,  holy,  laborious,  and  faithful  in  his  place.3 

Of  Henry  Owen5  we  have  discovered  one  further  record — 
namely,  the  following  inscription  on  a  gravestone  in  Chipping 
Barnet  church: — "Here  lieth  the  body  of  George  Proctor, 

1  Apology  far  the  Nonconformist  Minis-  Of  him  John  Owen  writes,  "  I  was  bred 
try.  1681.    Written  at  Totteridge,  1669.  np  from  my  infancy  under  the  care  of  my 
'Calamy,  Account,  111 ;   Contin.,  896.  father,  who  was  a  Nonconformist  all  his 
J  This  was  the  name  of  the  famous  Dr.  days,  and  a  painful  labourer  in  the  vine- 
John  Owen's  father,  who  died  rector  of  yard  of  the  Lord." — Hanbury,  Memorials, 
Harpeden,  Oxfordshire  (where  he  had  iii.458. 
been i£om  1616)  in  1649,  aged  sixty-three. 
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vintner  and  citizen  of  London.  He  departed  this  life  Septem- 
ber 8th,  1656,  leaving  three  sons  by  Sarah,  his  wife,  surviving, 
one  of  the  daughters  of  Henry  Owin,  of  this  town."1  One 
Alderman  Owen  gave  £8  per  annum  to  the  maintenance  of  the 
Free  School  at  Barnet. 

While  Baxter  resided  at  Totteridge,  he  on  one  occasion  met 
the  Earl  of  Lauderdale  (who  was  desirous  of  Baxter's  pro- 
Richard  motion)  at  Barnet,  on  his  way  to  Scotland.  "  He/' 
Baxter  at  the  Earl,  "  invited  me  to  speak  with  him.  He  told 
me  me  he  had  the  king's  command  to  speak  with  me, 
and  being  going  into  Scotland  he  offered  me  what  place  in 
Scotland  I  would  choose,  either  a  church  or  a  college,  or 
the  university,  or  a  bishopric.  And  shortly  after,  as  he  went 
thither,  at  Barnet  he  sent  for  me,  and  I  gave  him  the  answer 
following  these  papers,  besides  what  I  gave  him  by  word  to 
the  same  purpose."  2  This  was  on  June  24th,  1670.  It  must 
indeed  have  been  an  affecting  scene.  On  the  one  hand  the 
pomp  and  stir  of  the  nobleman's  retinue  passing  through 
the  town  on  his  way  to  the  north ;  on  the  other  hand  the 
emaciated  form  of  the  suffering  Baxter,  daily  eating  the  bread 
of  sorrow,  so  weak,  so  suffering,  that  he  thought  "  soon  I  must 
resign  this  skeleton  to  the  dust,"8  with  barely  the  means  of 
living,  in  discomfort  and  penury,  yet  manfully  refusing  the 
proffered  promotion.  In  the  letter  of  refusal,  which  on  that 
day,  and  in  that  place,  he  put  into  Lord  Lauderdale's  hands, 
he  thus  touchingly  describes  his  circumstances : — "  The  expe- 
rience of  my  great  weakness  and  decay  of  strength,  and 
particularly  of  this  last  winter's  pain,  and  how  much  worse  I 
am  in  winter  than  in  summer,  doth  fully  persuade  me  that  I 
shall  live  but  a  little  while  in  Scotland,  and  that  in  a  disabled, 
useless  condition,  rather  keeping  my  bed  than  the  pulpit.  I 
am  engaged  in  writing  a  book,  which,  if  I  could  hope  to  live 
to  finish,  is  almost  all  the  service  that  I  expect  to  do  God  and 
His  Church,  more  in  the  world  (a  Latin  Methodus  Theologvai), 
and  I  can  hardly  hope  to  live  so  long,  it  requiring  yet  near  a 
year's  labour  more.  ...  I  have  a  family,  and  in  it  a  mother- 
in-law  of  eighty  years  of  age,  of  honourable  extract  and  great 

1  Channcy,  ii.  378.  s  See  the  Apology,  at  the  beginning, 

2  Sylvester's  Baxter,  Hi.  75.  where  he  thus  writes  about  this  date. 
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worth,  whom  I  must  not  neglect,  and  who  cannot  travel.  .  .  . 
'Tis  not  maintenance  that  I  expect ;  I  never  received  a  farthing 
for  my  preaching,  to  my  knowledge,  since  May  1st,  1662. 
I  thank  God  I  have  food  and  raiment  without  being  charge- 
able  to  any  man,  which  is  all  that  I  desire,  had  I  but  leave 
to  preach  for  nothing." 

This  was  the  touching  letter  handed  by  Baxter  to  Lord 
Lauderdale  at  Barnet ;  and  two  years  after  he  received  the 
freedom  to  preach  which  he  desired.  Here  at  Barnet,  we  find 
that,  as  he  tells  us,  a  private  meeting  was  held  by  the  Noncon- 
formists near  the  church,  and  was  crowded,  while  the  church 
in  which  Mr.  John  Goodwin  (now  restored)  officiated,  was 
almost  empty. 

In  the  year  1669,  in  a  list  of  "  Conventicles,"  we  find  a 
meeting  mentioned  as  usually  held  in  u  Chipping  Barnet,  at 
a  great  chamber  hired  by  John  Faldoe ;  numbers,  John  Faido, 
two  hundred.  Preachers  or  teachers,  Id.  John  1669# 
Faldoe,  of  East  Barnet,  Wm.  Tutty,  one  Withers,  and  Corbet."1 
Upon  the  Declaration  of  Indulgence  in  1672,  we  find  "the 
house  of  John  Faldoe  in  Chipping  Barnet,  in  the  county  of 
Hertford,  licensed  for  a  meeting  house ;  and  a  licence  also  to 
John  Faldoe,  13th  May,  1672,  to  be  a  Presbyterian  preacher." 
Faldo  was  born  in  1633,  and  received  his  education  at  Cam- 
bridge. During  the  Commonwealth  he  became  a  chaplain  in 
the  army.  When  the  Act  of  Uniformity  came  into  force  he 
was  not  in  possession  of  any  benefice,  and  therefore  not  ejected, 
but  he  was  silenced  by  the  Conventicle  and  Five  Mile  Acts. 
Upon  the  death  of  Nathaniel  Partridge,  in  1684,  he  was  chosen 
to  succeed  him  as  pastor  of  a  Nonconformist  congregation  in 
Old  Street  Square,  London ;  but  after  some  time  he  removed 
his  people  to  Plasterers'  Hall.  There  he  continued  to  preach 
till  his  death,  which  took  place  February  7th,  1690,  at  the  age 
of  fifty-seven.  His  funeral  sermon  was  preached  by  Mr.  John 
Quick,  from  Zech.  i.  5,  and  afterwards  published.  It  contains 
a  short  account  of  his  character,  but  no  biographical  parti- 
culars. He  was  congregational  in  his  judgment,  but  noted  for 
his  moderation  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life.  The  "  Corbet " 
named  was  the  eminent  John  Corbet,  ejected  minister  of 

«  Lambeth  MSS.  639. 
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Bramshot,  in  Hampshire,  and  Richard  Baxter's  friend.  "  We 
removed,"  says  Baxter,  "  to  a  house  which  we  took  to  ourselves 
at  Totteridge,  and  to  her  great  comfort  she  got  Mr.  Corbet  (who 
had  previously  resided  in  the  village  with  Alderman  Webb) 
and  his  wife  to  dwell  with  us."1  He  wrote  a  book  entitled 
Quakerism  no  Christianity,  and  A  Dialogue  between  a  Minister 
and  a  Private  Christian,  about  the  Lord's  Supper,  which  is 
generally  bound  up  with  Mr.  Dyke  on  the  Sacrament.  Also 
The  Gospel  of  Peace,  8vo,  1687.  He  lies  buried  in  Bunhill 
Fields,  and  a  Latin  inscription  was  placed  upon  his  tombstone.2 
Upon  the  passing  of  the  Toleration  Act  in  1689,  the  Non- 
conformists enjoyed  greater  freedom.  We  find  the  following 
registrations  in  a  list  of  places  of  religious  worship  certified  to 
the  J.  P.'s  at  Quarter  Sessions  from  1688  to  18523  :— 

"4.  Chipping  Barnet,  certified  by  John  Huddlestone  of  Chipping 
Barnet,  Mids.  Sessions,  1689.  5.  Chipping  Barnet,  certified  by  Wm. 
Freejohn,  of  Chipping  Barnet,  Mids.  Sessions,  1689." 

A  new  meeting-house  was  built  in  Wood  Street,  in  1709, 
chiefly  promoted  "by  the  Hon.  Mrs.  Fiennes  and  John  Nicholls, 
Protestant  ^l-j  ^e  form©r  evidently  belonging  by  consan- 
Dissenting  guinity  or  alliance  to  the  family  of  Lord  Saye  and 
Sele,  the  latter  is  said  to  have  been  a  legal  practi- 
tioner resident  in  the  town.  The  building  was  closely  sur- 
rounded by  cottages  of  the  poor.  The  worshippers  ranked 
under  the  Union  of  Presbyterians  and  Independents  formed 
in  1690,  and  the  congregation,  though  in  1715  numbering  only 
sixty,  then  included  six  voters  for  the  county.4  Probably  from 
the  circumstance  that  the  trustees  were  Dissenters,  the  inmates 
of  Ravenscrofb's  Almshouses  attended  divine  service  in  Wood 
Street,  and  sat  in  a  pew  lined  with  cloth  of  the  same  colour  as 
their  dress.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Laing  is  the  first  name  that  occurs 
as  minister  after  John  Faldo.  He  was  here  in  1715,  and  was 
succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Ray,  who  published  a  sermon 
on  the  death  of  Mr.  Joseph  Reddall,  and  Mary  his  wife,  the 
former  of  whom  died  May  31st,  and  the  latter  May  30th,  1725 ; 
the  text  was  1  Thess.  iv.  4.    He  was  succeeded  in  1727  by 

1  Memoirs  of  Mrs.  Baxter,  p.  57.  3  At  the  Registrar  General's  Office, 

■  See    Calamy,    Account,    888 ;    Con-  Somerset  House. 

tinn  966.    Wilson's  Hist,   of  Disuniting  *  Evans   MSB.,  Dr.  Williams'   lib., 

Churches,  ii.  527 — 9.  Congl.  Mag.  zL  57,  sqq. 
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Jeremiah  Owen,  a  learned  and  eminent  man  of  the  family  of 
John  and  James  Owen,  of  Warrington.1  Next  we  find  the 
name  of  Dr.  Thomas  Marryat,  son  of  Dr.  Zephaniah  Marryat, 
a  man  of  peculiar  views  and  great  eccentricity.  He  was  wont 
to  preach  in  coloured  clothes.  Without  any  notice  he  suddenly 
left  his  family  and  congregation  in  1760,  and  went  to  the 
University  of  Edinburgh  to  prosecute  the  study  of  physic. 
Having  graduated  there,  he  visited  foreign  universities,  and 
crossed  the  Atlantic.  On  his  return  he  practised  in  Ireland 
with  great  reputation;  thence  removed  to  Shrewsbury,  and 
then  to  Bristol,  "which  was  the  scene  of  his  success,  moral 
degradation,  consequent  poverty  and  obscure  death  in  1792." 

The  shock  occasioned  to  his  congregation  by  Mr.  Marryat's 
abrupt  departure  from  Barnet  was  indescribable.  Though  an 
opulent  people,  seldom  fewer  than  seven  or  eight  private 
carriages  at  that  time  attending  the  Meeting-house,  they 
immediately  closed  the  doors,  and  either  went  to  the  parish 
church,  or  were  scattered  among  the  Dissenting  congregations 
of  the  vicinity.  The  place  lay  dilapidated  for  thirty  years, 
and  in  1797  only  one  trustee  remained.  On  October  6th,  1797, 
it  was  re-opened,  and  on  September  11th,  1804,  the  Rev.  John 
Morison  (born  at  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  1754)  was  ordained  to 
the  pastoral  office.  He  established  the  first  Sunday  School  in 
Barnet.  Through  the  liberality  specially  of  a  lady  (Mrs. 
Hampsted)  resident  with  Mr.  Morison,  two  cottages  were 
purchased  and  pulled  down,  a  house  built  for  the  minister's 
residence,  and  a  good  entrance  to  the  chapel  thus  obtained. 
Mr.  Morison  laboured  successfully  till  his  health  failed  in  1822, 
in  which  year  his  inestimable  wife  died.  He  left  Barnet  for 
Stebtring,  in  Essex,  where  he  died,  March  25th,  1827.2 

The  Rev.  Alexander  Stewart,  of  Hoxton  Academy,  became 
pastor  in  1823,  and  in  1824  the  chapel  was  rebuilt.  A  burial 
ground  was  afterwards  added,  approachable  from  Union  Street, 
and  a  British  Day  School  built.  During  Mr.  Stewart's  residence 
in  Barnet,  he  undertook  the  preparation  of  young  men  for 
college.  He  resigned  in  1847,  and  removed  to  Holloway. 
The  next  minister  was  the  Rev.  J.  C.  Beadle.3 

»  Monthly  Bepos.,  1 174.  Griffith,  F.G.S.    The  new  Barnet  Con- 

*  Congl.  Mag^  1828.  gregational  Church  was  constituted  on 

*  The  present  minister  is  the  Rev.H.      February  22nd,  1870;  thirty-nine  persons 
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Mention  is  also  made  by  Mr.  Evans  (MSS.  Dr.  Williams' 
Lib.)  of  an  Anabaptist  Meeting-house  in  Barnet  in  1715,  with 
fifty  hearers.  The  Baptists  have  now  a  large  and  handsome 
chapel. 

We  find  the  following  registration : — "  1778,  National  School, 
East  Barnet,  for  Calvin  ists,  certified  by  John  Crawley,  27th 
October,  1832."  There  is  a  large  Wesleyan  Chapel  here,  also 
a  Presbyterian  Church,  Somerset  Road, — Rev.  W.  Dale,  mini- 
ster ;  and  a  Brethren's  Chapel,  East  Barnet  Road. 

CODICOTE. 

Acres,  2,671  ;  pop.,  1,191 ;  value,  £400. 

This  parish  is  mentioned  early  in  the  Gesta}  The  church 
was  consecrated  about  1151 ;  there  was  a  mill  here  of  some 
importance,  a  market  every  Friday,  and  a  four  days'  annual 
fair.  The  first  incumbent  named  in  the  Acta  of  the  Arch- 
deaconry is  John  Amery,  in  1557,  and  we  meet  with  him  still 
in  1578,  when  it  is  said  of  him  laborat  wifirmitctie.  In  1584 
we  have  the  following  description  of  the  parish :  "  Codycote. 
Mr.  John  Amery  the  vicar,  no  graduate  nor  preacher,  resident. 
Made  minister  by  John,  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  A.D.  1537.  He 
hath  none  other  benefice  or  promotion.  He  is  of  honest  life. 
The  vicarage  is  a  poor  benefice,  and  in  her  Majesty's  gift" 
Soon  after  this  the  name  Christopher  Amery  occurs,  perhaps 
a  son.2  In  1593  John  Darling,  B.A.,  was  vicar.  *  Codycote, 
a  vicarage.  Patron,  the  Queen's  Maj0e.  Valued  at  £7  58.  lOd 
John  Darling,  B.A.,  incumbent,  a  preacher,  resident.  Commu- 
nicants about  160.  Men  of  note.  No  recusants."  Thomas 
Rookbs,  B.A,  appears  in  1609,  and  one  Michael  Marshall  as 
curate.  Rookes  was  here  a  long  time,  and  was  buried  here  in 
1652.  In  that  year  we  find  one  John  Lightfoot  appointed, 
but  he  was  not  here  long,  for  on  30th  October,  1654,  Thomas 
Silverwood  is  named  in  place  of  "John  Lightfoot  relinquished."  • 
The  following  is  his  appointment  in  full :  "  Thos.  Silverwood, 
cert,  as  aforesaid  by  Willm.  Grace,  of  Brearsby ;  Ma.  Bohemns, 

united   in   fellowship.      The    Rev.   G.      ber  3rd,  1872 ;  a  larger  chapel  has  since 

Twentyman,  M.  A.,  B.D.,  was  called  to  the       been  erected. 

pastorate  in  August  1870.    The  School  1  i.  147,  472. 

Chapel  was  opened  on  Tuesday,  Decern-  *  Newcourt,  Eepn  i.  824. 

3  Lambeth  MSS.,  Aug.,  973,  988. 
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of  Hallaton;  Edm.  Cradock,  Willm.  Hubbert,  Cle.  Nedham. 
Know  all  men  by  these  presents1  that  the  sixth  day  of  Novem- 
ber, in  the  yeare  1654,  there  was  exhibited  to  the  commOT.  for 
approbation  of  publique  preachers  a  presentation  of  Thomas 
Silverwood,  Clerke,  Master  of  Arts,  to  the  Vicarage  of  CaJde- 
cott,  otherwise  Cardlatt,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  made  to 
him  by  his  Highness  Oliver,  Lord  Protector  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  England,  and  the  Patron  thereof  under  the  Great 
Seale  of  England,  together  with  a  testimony  in  the  behalfe  of 
the  said  Thos.  Silverwood  of  his  holy  and  good  conversation. 
Upon  perusaJl  and  due  consideration  of  the  premisses,  and 
finding  him  to  be  a  person  qualified  as  in  and  by  the  ordi- 
nances, for  such  approbation  is  required,  the  comm08.  above 
mentioned  have  adjudged  and  approved  the  said  Thos.  Silver- 
wood  to  be  a  fit  person  to  preach  the  Gospell,  and  have  graunted 
him  admission  and  doe  admit  the  said  Thos.  Silverwood  to  the 
Vicarage  of  Caldecott,  otherwise  Cardlatt,  aforesaid,  to  be  full 
and  perfect  possessor  and  incumbent  thereof,  and  doe  hereby 
signify  to  all  persons  concerned  therein  that  he  is  hereby 
instituted  to  the  profitts  and  perquisitts  and  all  rights  and 
dues  incident  and  belonging  to  the  said  Vicarage  as  fully  and 
effectually  as  if  he  had  been  instituted  and  inducted  according 
to  any  such  lawes  and  customes  as  have  in  this  case  formerly 
been  made,  had,  or  used  in  this  realme.  In  witnesse  whereof 
they  have  caused  the  common  seale  to  be  hereunto  affixed,  and 
the  same  to  be  attested  by  the  hand  of  the  Reg1".,  by  his  Highnes 
in  that  behalfe  appointed.  Dated  at  Whitehall  the  sixth  day 
of  November,  1654."  A  second  order  appears  similar  to  this, 
but  stating  that  the  presentation  is  made  to  him  by  "  William 
Streete,  Sergeant-at-Law,  Recorder  of  the  city  of  London ; 
Sir  John  Thorowgood,  Knight,  and  others,  the  trustees  for 
maintenance  of  ministers."  The  following  extracts  show  that 
Thomas  Silverwood  did  not  settle  here : — u  March  22nd,  1654-5. 
Whereas  the  impropriate  tithes  of  Codicot,  in  the  county  of 
Hertford,  parcel  of  the  possession  of  the  late  Bp.  of  Ely,  are  in 
possession  of  the  said  Trustees,  it  is  ordered  that  the  yearly 
sum  of  £60  be  paid  unto  Mr.  Thomas  Silverwood,  minister  of 
Codicot,  for  increase  of  his  maintenance,  being  at  present  but 

1  Lambeth  MSSn  Aug.,  997,  lib.  3,  f .  10. 
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£20  a  year."  "  August  14th,  1655.  The  Trustees  being  in- 
formed  that  Mr.  Silverwood,  vicar  of  Coddicott,  doth  not  as  yet 
reside  there,  it  is  ordered  that  the  Aug.  shall  commence  from 
the  time  that  he  shall  be  first  resident  in  the  said  vicarage." 
"October  18th,  1655.  Whereas  the  Trustees  are  satisfied 
that  the  absence  of  Mr.  Tho.  Silverwood  from  the  parish  and 
church  of  Coddicott  was  occasioned  by  the  sickness  of  his 
wife,  and  not  by  any  wilful  neglect,  he  having  provided  for 
the  service  and  care  of  the  said  church  during  his  absence, 
and  received  no  part  of  the  profits  of  the  vicarage  of  Rotherby, 
in  the  county  of  Leicester,  since  Mr.  Vicars  settled  there,  being 
April  25, 1655 ;  it  is  ordered  that  Mr.  Francis  Church  pay  unto 
the  said  Mr.  Silverwood  the  Augmentation  to  him  granted.1 
December  21st,  1655.  These  Trustees  having  received  a  good 
account  of  the  piety  and  pastoral  abilities  of  Mr.  Robert  Peck, 
preacher  of  the  Gospel,  they  do  hereby  recommend  him 
to  preach  to  the  parishioners  of  Coddicott,  in  the  county  of 
Hertford,  for  a  month  upon  tryal,  to  the  end  that  upon  the 
desire  of  the  good  people  of  the  said  parish  to  have  him  esta- 
blished minister  there  he  may  be  presented  thereupon.  R  A. 
Hall"2  This  arrangement  indicates  the  manner  in  which  the 
approbation  of  the  parishioners  was  ascertained  before  an 
appointment  was  made.  This  approbation  •  was  evidently 
granted,  for  on  May  23rd,  1656,  we  find  an  order  "that  the 
Augmentation  of  £50  a  year  be  paid  unto  Mr.  Robert  Peck, 
minister  of  Caldecott,  approved  according  to  the  Ordinance  for 
Approbation  of  Public  Preachers."  8  Mr.  Robert  Peck  remained 
till  after  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  Uniformity.  He  then  re- 
signed, and  Robert  Lockyeb  appears  in  the  Acta  in  1663. 

Two  other  eminent  Nonconforming  ministers  are  connected 
with  this  parish.  Mr.  Jeremiah  Burwell,  ejected  from  St. 
Andrews,  Hertford,  died  here  at  Alderman  Poyner's  of  an 
apoplexy  in  1668.  The  following  inscriptions  in  a  chapel  be- 
longing to  Sissevernes  in  Codicote  Church  show  how  near  were 
the  deaths  of  the  host  and  the  guest : — "  Here  lyeth  the  body 
of  George  Poyner,  senior,  Esq.,  and  merchant  of  London,  who 
departed  this  life  in  the  three  score  year  of  his  age,  December 

1  Lambeth  MSB.,  972.  »  Ibid-  972. 

9  Lambeth  M88.,  Aug.,  1008. 
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24th,  1668."  "  Here  lyeth  Jeremiah  Burwell,  late  minister  of 
St  Andrew's,  Hertford,  who  departed  this  life  February  11th, 
aim.  1668-9,  tetatis  suae  44." 

Nathanael  Eeles,  after  his  ejectment  from  Harpenden, 
preached  at  Codicote,  providing  a  supply  (Mr.  Robert  Tory  for  the 
most  part)  for  his  own  people  at  Harpenden  without  any  charge 
to  them.  Calamy  says  that  "  he  received  a  call  from  the  people 
of  Coddicote,  and  preached  here  every  other  Lord's  Day  twice." 

In  a  list  of  "  Conventicles,"  1669,  Codicote  is  named,  under 
date  ^September  18th  of  that  year,  as  having  "  four  conven- 
ticles; numbers  100.  Preachers  or  Teachers,  Dr.  Staunton 
and  Mr.  Loaves."  This  is  the  Dr.  Edmund  Staunton  who 
preached  at  St.  Albans  and  was  buried  at  Bovingdon,  and 
Mr.  Loaffe  was  ejected  minister  of  Shenley.  In  the  Evans  MSS. 
we  find  Codicote  and  Buckland  united  in  a  list  of  Anabaptist 
chapels  1715.  The  minister's  name  is  Daniel  Skingle  (of  whom 
we  speak  elsewhere),  and  the  number  of  hearers  is  given  as  600, 
of  whom  forty  were  voters  for  the  county.  The  Independents 
also  have  now  a  neat  chapel  that  will  seat  250,  with  a  manse. 
Present  pastor,  Rev.  E.  W.  Jones. 

Sissevernes,  the  estate  of  the  Poyners,  came  afterwards  into 
possession  of  the  family  of  Kentish.  The  name  Kentish  is  a 
household  word  among  the  Herts  Nonconformists.  We  find 
Sissiferns  twice  registered  for  religious  worship  of  Protestant 
Dissenters  under  the  Toleration  Act. 

"  1.  Sismfenu,  in  the  parish  of  Codicote,  certified  by  Joseph  Hussey, 
of  Codicote.  Mids.  Sessions,  1689.  7.  Sissiferns,  in  the  parish  of  Codi- 
cote, certified  as  a  place  of  Religious  Worship  for  Protestant  Dissenters 
by  Thomas  Godfrey,  of  Codicote,  at  Mids.  Sessions,  1689." " 

IDLESTREE,    OR    E  L  3  T  R  E  E. 
Acres  1,508;  pop.  661 ;  value  £500. 

This  parish,  which  is  uniformly  called  Idlestree  in  the  Acta 
of  the  Archdeaconry,  formerly  belonged  to  the  monastery  of 
St  Albans,3  and  at  the  Dissolution  became  the  property  of  the 

>  Lists  of  Places  of  Worship  certified  1471.  Malachi  Kooyam. 

under  the  Toleration  Act  from  1688  to  1475.  John  Seeman. 

1852,  Counties ;  at  Somerset  House.  1477.  Richard  Bisquet. 

*  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  early  (Thomas  Boorne  also  named.) 

vicars : —  1483.  John  Jubbe. 

John  Wvnes  1467  resigned.  (See  John  Wheathamstede,  ii., 

1467.  Thomas* William,  ob.  1470.  76  88.118  .121  168  .268.) 

1470.  Henry  Spencer. 
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King.  In  Bonner's  time  one  Nicholas  Sedgwick  was  rector, 
and  was  here  from  1555  to  1576,  when  he  died.  He  was 
succeeded  by  Hugh  Jones.  He  was  one  of  those  ministers 
who,  being  no  masters  of  arts,  nor  preachers,  were  "to  say 
without  book  the  first  ten  several  chapters  of  St.  Paul  to  the 
Romans,  and  so  saying  the  same  that  they  may  be  able  to 
make  answer  unto  that  principal  doctrine  in  the  same  con- 
tained," and  he  is  afterwards  (1588)  named  among  those  who 
have  profited  by  the  exercise :  "  How  many  have  profited  ? 
Mr.  Jones,  of  Idlestree,"  and  others.  In  1584  he  is  thus  men- 
tioned :  "  Idlestree.  Mr.  Hugh  Jones  the  parson,  a  bachelor  of 
artes,  no  preacher,  resident,  made  minister  by  Richard,  Bp.  of 
Ely,  a.d.  1576.  He  hath  none  other  benefice  or  promotion. 
He  is  of  honest  conversation.  The  valuation  of  the  living  is 
£8,  and  in  her  Majties.  gift." x  Jones  in  1583  contributed  five 
shillings  to  aid  the  Protestants  of  Geneva.  He  remained  here 
till  his  death,  in  1589,  and  was  succeeded  by  John  String,  M.A., 
in  whose  time  we  find  the  following  report  of  the  parish: 
"  1594.  Idlestree,  a  parsonage.  Patron,  the  Queen's  Maj**. 
Valued  at  £8.  John  String,  M.A.,  incumbent,  preacher,  resi- 
dent. Communicants,  140.  Men  of  note.  No  recusants." 
In  1596  John  Boyle  was  incumbent,  and  remained  till  1614, 
though  in  1610  he  obtained  the  rectory  of  Stanmore  Magna, 
Middlesex,  and  we  find  a  curate  named  side  by  side  with  him 
in  1612,  Nicholas  Hall.2  John  Boyle  was  a  native  of  Kent, 
brother  to  the  Earl  of  Cork,  and  B.D.  Oxford  in  1610.  He 
was  consecrated  Bishop  of  Cork  in  1618,  and  died  in  1620.3 
He  gave  up  Elstree  in  1614,  and  Abraham  Spencer,  also  vicar 
of  St.  Michael's,  St.  Albans,  obtained  the  living.  In  1620 
Spencer  gave  a  caly  ver  as  his  contribution  of  arms.  His  place 
here  was  supplied  occasionally  by  curates;  first,  John  Foster, 
not  named  in  the  Acta,  and  then  John  Blake,  1624,  who  died 
here,  as  the  following  inscription  witnesses :  "  Here  lieth  the 
body  of  John  Blake,  late  minister  of  Elstree,  aged  55  years. 
He  died  September  30th,  1638."  In  1643  Abraham  Spencer 
was  sequestered  "for  several  misdemeanours,"  and  we  next 
find  here  William  Markettman.   The  commissioners  appointed 

1  From  the  Ada  of  the  Archdeaconry  a  See  Watford, 

of  St.  Albans.  3  Ware's  Antiq.  of  Ireland,  p.  36. 
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by  the  Parliament  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  ecclesiastical 
benefices  in  1650  found  that  Elstree  rectory  was  worth  £40 
per  <mnwm,  tenths  included,  that  there  was  belonging  to  it  a 
parsonage  house  and  two  acres  of  glebe,  sequestered  from  Mr. 
Abraham  Spencer,  that  Mr.  Spencer  was  allowed  the  fifth  part 
by  order  of  the  Committee  for  Plundered  Ministers,  who 
appointed  Mr.  William  Markettman  to  officiate.1  How  long 
he  remained  we  do  not  know,  but  we  find  a  William  Market- 
man  at  West  Ham,  Essex,  in  1660;  and  in  1655  we  find 
William  Fly  as  minister  of  Elstree.  The  old  register  at  Elstree 
begins  thus :  "  This  book  was  bought  for  a  Register  by  Master 
Fly  of  Richard  Williams,  stationer  of  St.  Albans,  which  said 
Mr.  Fly,  being  Minister  of  Elstree,  bestowed  this  book  on  his 
Parish.  It  cost  twenty  shillings,  dated  the  eighth  day  of 
October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  God  one  thousand  six  hundred 
fifty  and  five."  In  the  Aldenham  Register  occurs,  November 
6th,  1654,  the  marriage  of  William  Flye,  there  described  as 
"  minister  of  this  parish/'  and  Susannah  Steape,  or  Skeape,  of 
the  parish  of  St.  Peter's.  We  find  the  baptism  of  "  Susannah, 
daughter  of  William  Fly  and  Susannah  his  wife,  born  and 
baptized  April  the  8th,  being  Easter  Tuesday."  Also  the 
burials  of  Susannah  and  Mary  in  1656  and  1658.  In  1654 
"  James  Thompson  of  Elstree"  signs  a  ministerial  certificate  in 
behalf  of  the  lecturer  at  Watford.  Whether  he  held  this  living 
we  cannot  say. 

William  Fly  had  to  give  way  to  old  Abraham  Spencer  in 
1660,  and  we  find  his  name  at  Norwood,  Middlesex,  in  1670.  As 
the  old  man  had  passed  into  his  dotage,  the  probability  is  that 
W.  Fly  continued  to  officiate  until  1662,  when  we  find  in  the 
Registers  a  marked  change  in  the  writing.  Upon  the  death 
of  Abraham  Spencer,  Arnold  Spencer  came,  who  had  been  a 
minister  approved  by  the  triers,  and  appointed  to  the  vicarage 
of  South  Mimms  in  1654.3    From  South  Mimms  he  was  ejected 

1  Lansd.  M8S~  459 ;  Report  of  Com-       Arnold  Spencer,  clerke  to  the  Vicarage 
1650  ;  Lambeth  Survey,  vol.  x.  of  South- Mims,  in  the  County  of  Mid- 


*  Lambeth  HSS.,  Augmen.,  997,  lib.  3,  dlesex,  made  to  him  by  Tho.  tfarsh,  Esq., 

£  234.  u  Know  all  men  by  these  presents  the   Patron   thereof,  together   with   a 

that  the  twenty-third  clay  of  June,  in  testimony,  etc.,  dated  at  Whitehall  the 

the  yeare  1654,  there  was  exhibited  to  28rd  day  of  June,  1654." — See  also  New- 

the  Commissioners  for  approbation  of  court,  ftep.,  i.  728. 
pnblique  preachers,  a   presentation    of 
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in  1662,  but  conformed  and  settled  at  Elstree,  where  he 
remained  the  rest  of  his  life.  "  Mr.  Arnold  Spencer,  minister 
of  this  town,  died  June  15th,  and  was  buried  June  18th  in  the 
Abbey  Church  of  St  Albans,  1706."  He  was  succeeded  at 
Elstree  by  William  Hawtayne,  B.A.  It  would  appear  that 
William  Fly  also  conformed,  for  on  November  24th,  1670, 
William  Fly,  M.A.,  was  appointed  to  the  vicarage  of  Norwood 
chapel,  near  Hayes,  Middlesex,  and  died  in  1673. 

Sir  Anthony  Denny,  one  of  Henry  VIII.'s  and  Edward  VI.'s 
privy  council,  had  lands  in  this  parish — viz.,  the  Manor  of 
Park.  "He  was  a  learned  and  wise  man,  bred  in  St  John's 
College,  Cambridge,  an  ancient  favourer  of  the  Gospel,  and  pro- 
fessor of  it1'1    He  died  in  1549,  and  was  buried  at  Cheshunt 

The  Nonconformists,  even  in  the  time  of  persecution,  had 
representatives  in  this  parish.  In  a  list  of  "  Conventicles  "  in 
Lambeth  Palace  Library  for  the  year  1669,  we  find  the 
following  report: — "Idlestree,  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Richard 
Haly,  a  conventicle ;  number  and  quality,  fifty  of  ye  common 
sort ;  preachers  or  teachers,  Mr.  Isaac  Loaffes,  a  Nonconforming 
minister,  and  one  White,  Chaplain  to  Cromwell."  Mr.  Isaac 
Loaffes  was  the  ejected  minister  of  Shenley,  who  was  very  active 
as  a  Nonconformist  in  the  district ;  and  "  one  White,  chaplain  to 
Cromwell,  was  a  relation  probably  of  John  White,  the  chairman 
of  Committees,  who  lived  in  the  neighbourhood.  His  name 
was  Jeremiah  White,  and  he  was  M.A.  and  Fellow  of  Trinity 
College,  Cambridge.  He  was  preacher  to  the  Council  of  State, 
and  household  chaplain  to  Oliver  Cromwell.  He  lived  privately 
after  the  Restoration,  preaching  occasionally,  without  ever 
undertaking  any  pastoral  charge.  His  conversation  (we  are 
told  by  Calamy)  was  very  facetious,  and  much  valued  by  some 
persons  of  rank  and  figure.  With  a  great  deal  of  pains  and 
charge  he  made  "  a  collection  of  the  sufferings  of  the  Dissentera 
by  the  penal  laws  after  the  Restoration  in  1660,"  which  con- 
tained an  account  of  the  ruin  of  many  thousands  of  families  in 
the  several  parts  of  the  kingdom  by  the  severities  of  those 
times.  When  James  II.  came  to  the  throne  and  gave  the 
Dissenters  liberty,  he  was  much  importuned  by  several  to 
print  this  account.    Some  agents  of  King  James  were  with 

1  Dr.  Williams'  Lib.  MSS.  Biographies ;  Cooper,  Athena  Cantab.,  i.  539. 
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him,  and  made  him  very  considerable  offers  if  he  would  publish 
it ;  but  as  circumstances  then  stood  he  was  not  to  be  prevailed 
with,  for  fear  of  serving  and  strengthening  the  Roman  Catholic 
interest,  which  (says  Calamy)  I  mention  in  honour  to  his 
memory.  He  published  a  funeral  sermon  for  Mr.  Francis 
Fuller  on  1  These,  iv.  14.  And  after  his  death  two  treatises  of 
his  were  published,  the  one  entitled  "  A  persuasive  to  modera- 
tion and  forbearance  va  love  among  the  divided  forme  of 
Cliristians;'*  and  the  other,  The  Restoration  of  All  Things,  or 
a  vindication  of  the  goodness  of  God  in  the  recovery  of  His 
whole  creation  out  of  their  fall.  8vo,  1712.1  He  died  in  1707, 
aged  seventy-eight.  Besides  preaching  at  Elstree,  he  preached 
occasionally  at  Lower  Rotherhithe  to  the  congregation  of 
Independents  there.    He  was  an  Independent. 

The  following  Registration  occurs  in  1832 : — "  1760,  House 
at  Boreham  Wood,  in  the  parish  of  Elstree,  certified  as  a  Place 
of  Religious  Worship  for  the  Independents,  by  Wm.  Melville, 
29th  May,  1832."  The  Independents  have  still  a  footing  in 
this  parish, — a  chapel,  and  service  every  Sunday. 

HEXTON. 
Acres  1,453 ;  pop.  200 ;  ralue  £100. 

This  parish,  which  is  at  the  extreme  north-west  of  the  county, 
belongs  to  the  Hundred  of  Cashio,  and  to  the  Archdeaconry  of 
St  Albans.  The  church  was  consecrated  to  St  Faith  about 
the  year  1151,2  and  the  people  of  the  village  obtained  their 
charter  from  the  Abbot  in  1381.3  According  to  the  records  of 
the  Archdeaconry,  the  following  is  a  list  of  the  incumbents : — 

1556.  John  Foster.  1607.  Thomas  Talbot. 

1566.  John  Gyles.  1610.  Oliver  Burdsell,  still   here    in 

William  Harris,  not  named  in                     1624. 

the  Acta,  John  Tavener  (not  named  in  the 

1571.  Edward  Warren.  Acta.    See  Newcourt,  Rep.,  i. 

1591.  Hugh  Bradley,  B.A.  834),  born  1584,  died  1638. 

1598.  John  Noke.  1662.  Joseph  Constable. 

Hngh  Watmongh  also  named.  1666.  John  Lisle. 

The  following  is  a  report  of  the  parish  in  1584 : — "Hexton. 
Mr.  Edward  Warren,  the  vicar,  no  graduate,  no  preacher, 

>  Calamy,  Account,  p.  57  ;  ConttA.,  85.  *  Gesta,  iii.  820. 

*  Cuta,  i.  147. 
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resident ;  made  minister  by  D.  Bullingham,  about  fifteen  years 
since.  He  hath  none  other  benefice  or  promotion.  He  is  of 
good  life  and  conversation.  The  living  is  not  fit  for  a  preacher. 
The  valuation  thereof  is  £12  13d.  4d.,  and  is  in  the  gift  of  Mr. 
Barber,  of  Kens  worth."     In  1594,  Hexton  is  thus  described : 

"Patron .    Valued  at  £7  8a.  4d    Hugh  Bradley,  B.A., 

incumbent;  resident.  Communicants  about  two  hundred.  Men 
of  note .    No  recusants." 

NEWENHAM. 
Acres  951 ;  pop.  113  ;  Talue  £115. 

This  parish  is  locally  in  Odsey  Hundred,  but  it  belonged 
to  the  Archdeaconry  of  St.  Albans,  and  is  still  included  in  the 
Hundred  of  Cashio.  It  belonged  to  the  monks  of  St.  Albans, 
and  at  one  time  (about  1350)  its  tithes  were  devoted  to  the 
building  of  the  Scriptorium  of  the  monastery,  in  which  Wal- 
singham  wrote  his  Oesta  and  his  history.1  Henry  VIII. 
handed  it  over  to  Ralph  Rowlet,  sheriff  of  Herts,  in  1542. 
The  following  is  the  succession  of  vicars,  according  to  the 
register  of  John  of  Wheathamstead  and  the  Acta : — 

Thomas  Thickthorp  till  1468.  1616.  George  Blitheman,  "  pastor." 

1468.  Robert  Busterd.  1620.  Thomas  Gunn. 

1566.  John  Wiseman.  1624.  Henry  Wright. 

(1580.  Henry  Clerk.)  1642.  Richard  Hale. 

1583.  William  Mote.  1645.  Ralph  Battle. 

1586.  John  Pratt.  1647.  William  Payne. 

1589.  Thomas  Gonnell,  B.A.  1666.  Thomas  Abbis. 

In  1584  the  following  is  the  return: — "Newenham,  Mr. 
William  Mote  the  vicar,  no  graduate  nor  preacher,  resident, 
made  minister  by  Thomas  Lord,  Archbishop  of  York,  ad.  1565. 
He  hath  no  benefices  nor  promotions.  He  is  of  honest  life 
and  conversation.  The  living  is  not  fit  for  a  preacher,  for  it 
is  worth  but  £5  a  year;  and  is  in  the  gift  of  Mr.  James 
Dowman."  Again,  in  1594,  "Newenham,  a  vicarage,  Patron 
Mr.  James  Dowman,  valued  at  £5.  Thomas  Gonnell,  B.A, 
incumbent,  resident,  no  preacher ;  communicants  about  eighty. 

Men  of  note ,  no  recusants."    John  Pratt,  here  in  1586, 

and  removed  to  Norton  in  1589,  was  an  exile  for  Protestantism 

1  Gesta,  iii.  892—3. 
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in  Mary's  reign,  and  a  great  friend  of  Fox  the  martyrologist. 
He  was  seven  years  at  Pembroke  Hall,  Cambridge,  where  he 
graduated  BJL,  and  was  ordained  by  the  Bishop  of  London 
September  29th,  1579.  He  was  first  rector  of  Great  St.  Bar- 
tholomew, London,  in  1582.1  He  signed  a  request  to  Convo- 
cation against  kneeling  at  the  Communion,  against  the  wearing 
of  copes  and  surplices,  and  for  the  abrogation  of  saints'  days.2 
William  Wright  was  vicar  here  for  many  years,  till  his  death, 
in  1642,  when  Richard  Hale  is  named  as  vicar,  and  also  patron. 
During  the  Commonwealth  Ralph  Battle  was  here  two  years, 
1645-7,  and  after  him  William  Payne.  It  is  noteworthy 
that  the  two  names,  Richard  Hale  and  William  Payne,  occur 
about  the  same  dates  at  Caldecot  The  Commissioners  to 
enquire  into  the  state  of  ecclesiastical  livings  in  1650,  report 
that "  William  Payne  is  the  present  vicar,  that  the  living  is 
worth  £20  per  annum,  and  we  think  fit  Bygrave  should  be 
united  to  this."  It  is  doubtful  whether  William  Payne  con- 
formed or  not.  He  died  in  1676 ;  but  in  1666  one  Thomas 
Abbis  is  named  in  the  Acta  as  vicar  here,  who  was  followed 
by  Samuel  Spurhawke,  who  was  also  vicar  of  Norton. 

The  following  also  relates  to  this  parish  during  the  Com- 
monwealth : — u  Whereas  the  benefice  of  the  parish  church  of 
Newnham,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  is  of  the  yearly  value  of 
£17,  consisting  of  about  twenty-seven  families,  and  the  benefice 
of  the  parish  church  of  Caldecot,  in  the  said  county,  is  of  the 
yearly  value  of  £40,  consisting  of  six  families,  which  said 
parishes  of  Newnham  and  Caldecot  are  but  three-quarters  of 
a  mile  distant  from  each  other,  and  very  fitt  and  convenient  to 
be  united  and  made  one  parish,  as  by  an  inquiry  thereof  made 
by  virtue  of  a  commission  under  the  great  seal  of  England  in 
pursuance  of  an  Act  of  Parliament  intituled  an  act  for  pro- 
viding maintenance  for  preaching  ministers  and  other  pious 
uses,  and  of  an  ordinance  for  the  better  maintenance  and 
encouragement  of  preaching  ministers,  and  for  uniting  of 
parishes  continued  and  confirmed  by  an  Act  of  Parliament, 
intituled  an  Act  and  declaration  touching  severall  Acts  and 
Ordinances  made  since  the  20th  of  Aprill,  1653,  and  before  the 
3rd  of  September,  1654,  and  other  acts,  it  appeareth.     Now 

•  Xewcourt,  Rep.,  I  295,  849,  851.  2  Strype,  Annals,  i.  1,  490—502. 
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upon  due  consideration  had  of  the  said  Inquisition,  wee, 
Wm.  Sheele,  Lord  Chancelour  of  Ireland,  and  John  Thorow- 
good,  of  Kensington,  Kt.,  Geo.  Cowper,  Richard  Yong,  John 
Pocock,  Ralph  Hall,  Richard  Sydenham,  John  Humfrey,  and 
Edw.  Crossett,  Esqrs.,  appointed  Trustees  by  the  said  Acts  and 
Ordinances  for  providing  maintenance  for  preaching  ministers, 
and  for  uniting  of  parishes,  doo  adjudge  it  fitt  and  accordingly 
order  by  and  with  the  approbation  of  his  Highness  the  Lord 
Protector  and  the  Councell  to  us  signified  by  their  order  with 
us  remaining  bearing  date  the  18th  day  of  December  in  the 
yeare  1657,  made  upon  our  certificate  in  that  behalfe,  that  the 
said  parishes  of  Newnham  and  Caldecot  bee  and  stand  united, 
consolidated  and  made,  and  they  are  hereby  united  and  con- 
solidated and  made  one  intire  parish ;  and  wee  doe  further  by 
and  with  the  approbation  aforesaid  order  and  appoint  that 
the  paiish  church  of  Newnham  bee  the  meeting  place  for  the 
inhabitants  of  the  said  parishes  soo  united,  from  time  to  time, 
to  resort  unto  for  publique  worship ;  and  that  there  be  one 
minister  and  Incumbent  of  the  said  parishes  soo  united  to  be 
from  time  to  time  presented  thereto  upon  every  avoydance  by 
the  patrons  of  the  said  churches  of  Newnham  and  Caldecot 
aforesaid,  and  that  the  said  minister  and  Incumbent  and  his 
successor  be  endowed  with,  and  that  he  shall  have,  hold, 
possess  and  enioy  the  said  benefices  and  all  houses,  gleab- 
landes,  tythes  rents,  dutyes  and  profitts  and  emoluments  what 
soeuer  of,  or  belonging  to,  or  of  right  accustomed  to  belong  or 
appertain  to  the  said  benefices  of  Newnham  and  Caldecot,  or 
either  of  them  with  their  and  every  of  their  appurtenences. 
And  that  the  said  benefices  tythes  and  premisses  bee  held  and 
from  time  to  time  injoyed  by  the  minister  and  incumbent  of 
the  said  parishes  of  Newnham  and  Caldecot  so  united  and  his 
successors  for  his  and  their  better  maintenance  and  livelyhood. 
And  the  said  parishes  of  Newnham  and  Caldecot  so  united  as 
aforesaid  be  deemed  and  adiudged  one  intire  parish  according 
to  the  purport,  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  said  Acte  and 
Ordinance,  provided  nevertheless  that  the  union  shall  not  pre- 
judice the  interest  or  title  of  the  present  incumbent  of  either 
of  the  said  parishes  if  any  be  during  their  respective  Incum- 
bencies.    Given  under  our  hands  and  seales  the  26th  day  of 
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January  in  the  year  according  to  the  computation  used  in 
England,  1657.  Jo.  Pocock,  Edw.  Cressett,  Ra.  Hall,  Jo. 
Humphry,  Ri.  Sydenham." * 

We  find  the  following  certificate  of  a  place  of  Religious 
Worship  of  Protestant  Dissenters  in  this  parish,  in  the  year 
1806 : — "  We  whose  names  are  hereunder  written  do  desire  that 
the  Dwelling-house  of  Edward  Gentle,  situate  in  the  parish  of 
Neumham,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  may  be  registered  as 
a  place  of  Religious  Worship  for  Protestant  Dissenters,  pursuant 
to  the  directions  of  an  Act,  etc.  Witness  our  hands,  March  18, 
1806,  Edward  Gentle,  his  mark,  Thos.  Edman,  Richard  Hudson. 
Reg.  26th  April,  1806.    W.  W." 

NORTON. 
Acres  1,780 ;  pop.  831 ;  value  £120. 

This  church  and  manor,  though  locally  in  Odsey  Hundred, 
are  in  Cashio,  and  belonged  to  the  monastery  of  St.  Albans. 
In  the  13th  century  they  were  given  up  to  the  Abbey — the 
vicar,  one  Laurentius,  resigning  his  living — expressly  for  the 
improvement  of  its  ale.2  The  property  was  confiscated  to 
the  Crown  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  John  Pratt,  from 
Newenham,  was  here  from  1587  to  1633.  The  following  is 
a  list  of  early  vicars : — 


Simon  Wilde  till  1468. 

1566. 

Thomas  Longpeer. 

1408. 

Hugh  Smith,  ob.  1471. 

1578. 

Thomas  Longley. 

1471. 

Nicholas  Brethune. 

1589. 

John  Pratt. 

1474. 

Thomas  Hether. 

1633. 

Jonathan  Frances. 

1476. 

Thomas  Trylle. 

1635. 

James  Fish. 

1478. 

Lawrence  Nicholl. 

1646. 

Luke  Saunders. 

1488. 

W.  Preston.* 

1662. 

Roger  Tuthill. 

In  1584  the  following  report  is  presented: — "Norton,  Mr. 
Thomas  Longley  the  vicar,  no  graduate  nor  preacher,  resident, 
made  minister  by  the  Bishop  of  Winchester  about  forty  years 
since.  He  hath  none  other  benefice  nor  promotion.  He  is  of 
good  life  and  conversation.  The  valuation  of  the  living  is  £5, 
and  one  Mr.  Bowles  is  the  patron."  This  Thomas  Longley  was 
one  of  those  vicars  found  (in  1586)  to  be  so  ignorant  of  Latin 
as  u  to  be  unable  to  decline  a  noun  substantive,  or  to  discern 

1  Lambeth  MSS.,  Aug*,  990,  p.  145.  '  See  J.  Wheat  hams  tead,  vol.  ii. 

*  GtHa  L  32. 
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the  parte  of  speech ;  and  further  to  be  unable  to  answer  unto 
easy  questions  in  the  grounds  of  faith  and  religion,  or  to  allege 
aptly  any  Scripture  proof  of  any  article  of  religion."1  Of 
Thomas  Longpeer,  who  preceded  him,  it  is  recorded,  "  He  doth 
not  wear  the  apparrell,  but  saith  he  is  willing  and  ready  to 
wear  them."  This,  perhaps,  was  the  one  qualification  which 
secured  Longley  the  vicarage.  Again  in  1594: — "Norton, 
a  vicarage,  patron  Mr.  Thomas  Bowles,  valued  at  £5  6&  &d., 
John  Pratt,  clerk,  incumbent,  resident,  no  preacher,  communi- 
cants about  one  hundred  and  sixty.     Men  of  note No 

recusants."  John  Pratt  could  enforce  the  observance  of  saints' 
days.  On  May  19th,  1599,  upon  his  presentment,  an  order  of 
penance  was  sent  to  George  Clarke,  of  Norton,  "  for  appointing 
his  servants  to  work  in  removing  hay  from  a  stack  on  a 
Tuesday  in  Easter  week  last."  3 

We  find  a  James  Fisher  among  the  ministers  who  signed  the 
petition  to  the  Lords  in  1646,  in  favour  of  government "  accord- 
ing to  our  Covenant,"  and  probably  this  is  the  same  man  with 
James  Fish  who  came  in  1635.  He  kept  a  book  to  enter  the 
names  of  strange  ministers  who  preached  for  him.  He  died  in 
1646,  and  was  followed  by  Luke  Saunders,  who  was  also  vicar 
of  Radwell,  but  gave  up  Norton  in  1662. 

In  1669  the  Quakers  had  a  "conventicle"  here  according  to 
the  list  in  Lambeth  Library  (639) :  "  Norton,  a  conventicle  of 
Quakers  who  goe  after  John  Crook  in  ye  late  times  a  Justice 
of  Peace  in  Bedford.  Now  a  grand  seducer  and  disturber  of 
ye  Peace." 

"  On  April  26th,  1803,  the  Methodists  certified  the  house  of  Thomas 
Street,  Norton,  as  a  place  of  worship.  And  on  September  27th,  1806,  the 
cottage  of  Samuel  Sherwood,  Norton,  was  certified  as  a  place  of  worship 
for  Independents,  by  S.  Wolfe,  Jas.  Barnes,  Thos.  Kimpton,  Wm.  Penn." 

1  Acta  of  Archdeaconry  of  St.  Albans ;  and  Mr.  Sawyer  to  preach  in  my  parish 

in  the  Abbey.  church  three  sermons  at  three  several 

*  MSS.  Penance*,  in  St.  Albans  Abbey,  tymes  for  this  last  quarter,  and  have 

where  we  also  find  the  following  cer-  sent  by  this  bearer,  Mr.  Clarke,  12d.  for 

tificates : —  this  certificate.   Norton,  20th  June,  1588, 

"Norton.  I  have  procured  to  be  John  Pratt.  Nicholas  Phipp,  church- 
preached  within  my  parish  church  since  wardens." — "  May  it  please  your  worship 
Easter,  1 597,  three  sei  mons,  the  first  by  to  understand  that  I  have  procured  since 
Mr.  Howe,  the  second  by  Mr.  Sawyer,  Christmas  last  three  sermons  to  be 
and  the  third  by  Mr.  Moore.  William  preached  in  my  parish  church  by  Mr. 
Warner,  Daniel  Squier,  churchwardens."  Sawyer  and  Mr.  Holland.  Norton,  6th. 
— *'  May  it  please  your  worship  to  under-  April,  1698,  John  Pratt,  William  Warner, 
stand  that  I  have  procured  Mr.  Morgan  Daniel  Squier." 
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NORTHAW. 
Acres  3,180 ;  pop.  583 ;  value  £145. 

A  story  is  told  by  Walsingham1  of  a  certain  monk  of  Northaw, 
Sigar  by  name,  in  the  time  of  the  Abbot  Geoffrey  (1119-46),. 
who  was  "  distracted  in  his  devotions  by  the  singing  of  the 
nightingale ;  and  on  his  bended  knees  he  earnestly  prayed  to 
God  to  remove  the  little  songsters,  lest  he  should  seem  to 
attend  to  the  singing  of  birds  more  than  to  the  devotion  he 
owed  to  God.  According  to  the  vows  of  the  holy  man,  it 
came,  to  pass  that  not  only  during  his  life,  but  even  to  the 
present  time,  little  birds  of  this  kind  avoid  the  locality,  and 
neither  presume  to  sing  nor  even  to  show  themselves  for  a  mile 
round."  A  similar  tale  is  related  of  Thomas  k  Becket.  Had 
it  been  a  Puritan  who  objected  to  the  nightingales,  how  much 
would  be  made  of  it,  what  exclamations  of  reproach  and  scornf 
But  in  a  monk  it  was  only  admirable,  and  kings  visit  his  tomb. 
The  Oesta  also  contain  a  longer  and  more  practical  story,  illus- 
trating the  covetousness  of  these  same  monks  in  claiming  the 
right  of  Northaw  Woods,  which  the  people  asserted  to  be  their 
common  land,  and  for  which  in  1381  they  obtained  a  charter, 
to  be  torn  up  again,  like  all  the  Abbot's  bonds  and  engagements 
made  at  that  date.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  vicars  of 
this  parish  as  indicated  by  the  Acta  of  the  Archdeaconry  : — 

1667.  Hugh  Fay.  1699.  Thomas  Glover,  "curate." 

1666.  Nicholas  Villeins.  1604.  Richard  Shepperd. 

1572.  William  Lawson.  1611.  Henry  Curteys,  or  Curtis. 

1581.  William  White,  B.D.  1619.  John  Blitheman. 

1691.  Richard  Newton,  M.A.  1629.  John  Starr. 

1594.  Richard  Cobbe,  B.D.,  "  pastor/'      1638.  Samuel  Tomlins.  ejected  1662. 

1595.  Robert  Batt.  1662.  George  Stallebrass. 
1597.  Hugh  Watmouth. 

In  1582  we  find  a  report  regarding  William  White,  which 
shows  that  he  was  a  Puritan.  "  NorthalL  We  have  not  all 
the  service,  for  he  doth  preach  morning  and  afternoon,  which 
doth  edify  the  people  very  much/'  And  again  in  1588  the 
report  concerning  White  is,  "  he  doth  practise  his  preaching." 
Another  indication  of  his  Protestantism  is  the  following : — 
*  I,  William  White,  of  Northall,  do  willingly  contribute  to  the 

1  Getta,  ed.  Riley,  i.  106. 
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godly  use  of  the  relief  of  the  Christians  of  Geneva,  twenty 
shillings."  The  report  sent  to  the  Bishop  of  London  in  1584 
was : — u  Northaw.  Mr.  William  White,  the  minister,  a  Master 
of  Arts,  and  a  preacher,  resident,  made  minister  by  Edmund, 
Bishop  of  Norwich,  AJ).  1580.  He  hath  none  other  living. 
He  is  of  honest  and  good  conversation.  The  living  is  a 
donative,  and  not  valued.  It  is  in  the  gift  of  the  Earl  of 
Warwick." 

Again  in  1594  the  following  is  the  report: — a Northaw.  A 
donative,  in  the  gift  of  Lady  Anne,  Countess  of  Warwick ;  not 
valued.     Mr.   Richard   Cobbe,   B.D.,  a  preacher,  serveth  the 

cure.    Communicants  about  sixty.     Men  of  note  .    No 

recusants."  In  1633  we  have  signs  of  Laudian  strictness. 
"  John  Stedman  and  Jeremy  King,  guardians  of  Northaw  (at 
the  visitation  held  in  May  last  by  Mr.  Archdeacon)  omitted 
to  present  W.  Ewett,  of  Northaw,  for  not  receiving  the 
-Communion."  This  indicates  on  the  part  of  the  guardians  or 
churchwardens  of  the  parish  an  indisposition  to  punish  Non- 
conformity, or  to  compel  men  nolens  volens  to  come  to  the 
Lord's  Supper,  as  administered  in  the  Establishment. 

The  minister  here  throughout  the  Commonwealth  was 
Samuel  Tomlins,  who  came  to  Northaw  in  1638.  In  1642 
he  was  one  of  twelve  appointed  to  preach  the  weekly  lecture 
at  Hitchin.  In  1646  he  signed  the  petition  of  Herts  ministers 
in  favour  of  the  Directory  and  the  Covenant.  He  is  named 
as  incumbent  of  Northaw  in  the  Parliamentary  Survey  of  1650, 
and  the  following  extracts  show  that  he  was  held  in  esteem 
by  the  Committees  for  appointment  of  ministers : — 

"  Northaw,  November  15th,  1650.  Whereas  the  Committee 
for  Plundered  Ministers  have,  the  3rd  of  June,  1645,  granted 
the  yearly  sum  of  £50  out  of  the  revenue  of  the  Dean  and 
Chapter  of  Paul's,  London,  for  increase  of  the  maintenance  of 
Samuel  Tomlins,  minister  of  the  parish  church  of  Northall,  in 
the  county  of  Hertford ;  Now  by  virtue  of  an  Act  of  this 
present  Parliament,  entitled  an  Act  for  providing  maintenance 
for  preaching  Ministers  and  other  pious  uses,  it  is  ordered  that 
the  honourable  the  Committee  for  the  Public  Revenue  be  desired, 
and  they  are  hereby  desired  to  cause  to  be  issued  out  and  paid 
unto  the  said  Mr.  Tomlins  out  of  first  fruits  and  tenths  paid 
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into  the  Exchequer  the  sum  of  £18  15&,  being  three-fourth  parts 
of  one  half  year's  rent  of  the  said  £50  per  annum  due  on  or 
about  the  24th  day  of  June  last.  Subscribed,  John  Thorow- 
good,  Francis  West,  John  Brown,  Jo.  Pocock,  Richard  Yong.1 

"February  14th,  1650.  Whereas  the  Committee  for  the 
Reformation  of  the  Universities  have,  by  their  order  of  the 
11th  of  September,  1650,  continued  to  Mr.  Samuel  Tomlins, 
minister  of  Northaw,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  the  yearly 
sum  of  £100  out  of  the  rents,  revenues,  and  profits  vested  and 
settled  in  and  upon  the  said  Trustees  to  whom  these  became 
due  by  virtue  of  the  said  order  the  25th  day  of  December  last, 
one  half  year's  rent  of  the  said  augmentation  amounting  to  the 
sum  of  £30,  it  is  ordered  that  the  honourable  the  Committee  for 
the  Public  Revenue  be  desired,  and  they  are  hereby  desired  to 
cause  to  be  issued  out  and  paid  unto  the  said  Mr.  Tomlins  the 
sum  of  £37  108.  (out  of  the  first  fruits  and  tenths  paid  into  the 
Exchequer),  being  three-fourth  parts  of  the  said  half  year's 
rent.     Signed  as  before. 

"4th  July,  1651.  Ordered  that  Mr.  Lawrence  Steele, 
Treasurer,  do  forthwith  pay  unto  Mr.  Samuel  Tomlins,  minister 
of  Northaw,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  the  sum  of  £6  5s.,  being 
the  one-fourth  part  of  the  quarter's  rent  to  him  due  the  24th 
of  June  last,  upon  the  yearly  sum  of  £100  formerly  granted 
unto  him.  Ordered,  and  the  said  Trustees  do  desire  the 
Committee  for  the  Public  Revenue  to  pay  unto  Mr.  Sam. 
Tomlins,  minister  of  Northaw,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  the 
sum  of  £18  15«.  for  three-fourth  parts  of  the  sum  of  £25 
for  the  quarter  of  the  year  ended  the  24th  of  June  last  upon 
the  yearly  sum  of  £100  granted  unto  him  by  order  of  the 
Committee  for  Plundered  Ministers,  and  continued  unto  him 
by  order  of  the  Committee  for  Reformation  of  the  Universities 
of  the  11th  of  September  last.2 

*  December  28th,  1655.3  In  pursuance  of  an  order  of  the 
Committee  for  Reformation  of  the  Universities  of  the  11th 
February,  1650,  grounded  on  an  ordinance  of  the  Committee 
for  Plundered  Ministers :  it  is  ordered  that  Mr.  Francis  Church, 
Receiver,  doe  from  time  to  time  continue  and  pay  unto  Mr. 
Samuel  Tomlins,  minister  of  Northaw,  in  the  county  of  Hert- 

*  Lambeth  MSB.,  978.  »  Ibid.  »  IUd.,  Aug.,  972. 
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ford  (approved  according  to  the  ordinance  for  approbation  of 
publique  preachers)  ye  yearly  summe  of  £40  out  of  ye  rents 
and  profitfcs  of  the  Impropriate  Rectory  of  Caddington,  to  be 
accompted  from  the  25th  day  of  March  last  past,  and  to  be  from 
time  to  time  continued  unto  him  for  such  time  as  he  shall 
discharge  the  duty  of  the  minister  of  the  said  place,  or  untill 
further  order  of  the  said  Trustees.  Jo.  Thorowgood,  Edw. 
Cressett,  Ri.  Sydenham,  Jo.  Pocock,  Ra.  HalL" 

Mr.  Tomlins  seems  to  have  remained  here  till  the  coming 
in  force  of  the  Act  of  Uniformity,  in  which  year,  1662,  we  find 
the  conforming  vicar,  George  Stailebrass,  here,  who  had  been 
Presbyterian  minister  at  Essendon  during  the  Commonwealth, 
and  had  himself  been  ejected  in  1660  to  make  way  for  the  old 
incumbent.  The  presence  of  Nonconformists  in  the  parish  is 
evident  from  the  following : — "  Northaw,  5th  May,  1685.  We 
do  present  John  Hooker,  Joseph  Prior,  John  Prentice,  for 
obstinately  refusing  to  receive  the  Sacrament  according  to  the 
usage  of  the  Church  of  England." — Acta. 

REDBURX. 
Acres,  5,356  ;  pop.  2,177  ;  value,  £302. 

As  we  walk  from  St.  Albans  to  the  ancient  village  of  Redburn, 
i.e.  reed-burn,  or  thicket  of  reeds,  as  the  old  monks  explain 
the  name/  there  rises  before  us  a  vision  of  nine  centuries  ago, 
when  the  monks  of  St.  Albans  were  wont  to  come  out  hither 
to  rest  awhile,  and  recruit  their  health  amid  grateful  woods 
and  bracing  breezes.  Yonder  is  the  village,  following  the  road 
northward  for  nearly  a  mile,  where  there  dwelt  the  homely 
peasants  whose  lands  the  ecclesiastics  seized,  and  whose  persons 
and  families  they  enslaved ;  and  as  we  turn  to  the  left  through 
the  delightful  avenue  of  trees,  yonder  is  the  ancient  church 
which  Herbert,  Bishop  of  Norwich,  dedicated  about  1160,  and 
in  proximity  to  which  stood  the  priory,  or  cell,  used  by  the 
St.  Albans  monks  as  their  sanatorium.  Redburn  appears  first 
in  their  annals  as  a  son  of  convalescent  home  for  the  sick  of 
the  monastery,  a  place  of  retirement  and  refreshment  whither 
they  could  come  and  stroll  about  at  ease,  lay  aside  the  cowl, 

1  "  Redbuma  quae  tale  nomen  trahit  ab  arundineto." — Getta,  i.  54. 
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and  leap  fences,  hunt,  and  talk  to  their  neighbours  like  ordi- 
nary men.1    To  such  a  length  did  the  visitors,  like  schoolboys 
let  out,  carry  their  pranks,  that  a  check  had  to  be  put  to 
their  visits,  and  only  three  at  a  time  allowed  to  stay  there.   The 
Abbot  William  (1214)  presents  two  gilt  shrines  with  relics  of 
Amphibalus, — the  fabled  martyr  priest  who  converted  Alban, 
and  was  killed  by  his  pursuers  here.2    The  rents  and  tithes  of 
the  district  are  devoted  to  pay  partly  for  the  vestments  of  the 
monks,  and  partly  for  the  copying  of  their  missals  and  other 
books  (i.  54,  57).    A  mill  is  built  (Bettlespool),  to  which  the 
farmers  are  compelled  to  bring  their  corn,  and  about  which 
there  arises  a  halo  of  sanctity,  through  a  legend  that  a  girl 
who  fell  into  the  stream  and  was  carried  under  the  wheel  was 
rescued  and  found  unhurt,  through   the  intervention  of  St. 
Alban.     The  mill  takes  fire  in  a  high  wind;    but  owing  to 
the  trees  about  it  the  flames  are  checked;  proving,  as  the 
chronicler  notes,  the  advantage  of  trees  near  buildings.    The 
Abbot  Thomas  so  much  enjoys  the  spot  that  he  builds  a  new 
house  with  study  and  wardrobe  for  himself,  and  spends  much 
of  his  time  at  Redburn,  rising  early  in  the  morning  to  get  the 
early  breezes,  and  evincing  the   hilarity  and  good  humour 
which  early  rising  promotes.     So  far  all  is  pleasant,  and  the 
vision  is  agreeable  and  soothing.     We  also  recollect   that 
Redburn  was  once  honoured  by  a  visit  from  King  John,3  which, 
however,  was  found  a  rather  costly  honour.     But  we  have  also 
to  remember  that  from  the  day  the  Abbot  Paul,  by  perseverance 
and  cunning,  won  back  the  village  called   Redburn  to  the 
Church,4  the  lands  of  the  inhabitants  were  confiscated,  and 
they  themselves  reduced  by  heavy  taxation  and  cruel  bondage. 
They  resist  again  and  again,  but  only  to  return  to  a  heavier 
yoke.     After  one  remonstrance  they  are  made  to  swear  that 
they  are  the  Abbot's  natural  bondsmen,  and  that  he  may  tax 
them  as  he  likes  (ii.  263).     On  another  occasion  one  Adam  de 
Rotherfield,  a  peasant,  who  struck  the  beadle  collecting  the 
tax,  is  hurried  to  St.  Albans  and  put  in  irons  in  a  dungeon. 

»  Gesta,  L  211;  iL  202.  Material*,  etc.,  i.  1,  3. 

»  Gesta,  i.  282.    The  story  of  Amphi-  9  Gesta,  i.  297. 

bains  is  only  "  a  twelfth  century  fiction."  4  Reddxta  est  autem  ecdetice  per  dUigen- 

ffaAian  and  Stubta,  Councils  and  Kccles.  Ham  etprudentiam  Abbatis  Pauli  villa  quce 

Doc^  L  6  ;    Hardy,  Descriptive  Cat*  of  '  dicitur  Redburna. — Gesta,  i.  54. 
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In  the  Peasants'  Rising  of  1381  the  "  Redburnians"  join  with 
the  St  Albans  citizens  in  claiming  their  common  and  other 
rights.  They  level  the  embankment  of  Pondesmede  at  Redburn, 
which  the  monks  had  raised  when  they  seized  the  common. 
"The  Redburnians  imagined,"  says  the  chronicler  scoffingly, 
"that  neither  king  nor  kingdom  could  resist  such  valour." 
In  common  with  the  other  towns  they  obtain  a  charter,  which, 
like  the  rest,  the  monks  afterwards  destroyed.  Again  they 
return  to  bondage,  and  the  record  of  the  manumission  of  one 
family,  Thomas  Chrystmas,  his  wife  and  children,  at  Redburn 
in  1465,  as  an  act  of  special  favour  on  the  Abbot's  part,1  serves 
only  to  picture  for  us  the  miserable  thraldom  in  which  the 
Church  still  held  the  villagers.  Yet  all  this  trial  was  the 
training  for  times  to  come,  and  to  this  day  the  independence 
of  the  Redburnians,  both  in  Church  and  State,  is  notable. 

Fox  the  martyrologist  tells  us  that  Queen  Elizabeth,  while 
still  princess  simply,  in  Mary's  reign  passed  through  this 
village  and  spent  a  night  there.  She,  together  with  Lord 
Courtney,  was  charged  with  false  suspicion  of  Sir  T.  Wyat's 
rising,  and  was  being  hurried  up  to  London.  "  From  Ashridge, 
all  sick  in  the  litter,  she  came  to  Redburn,  where  she  was 
guarded  all  night.  From  thence  to  St.  Albans,  to  Sir  Ralph 
Rowlet's  house,  where  she  tarried  that  night  all  heavy,  both 
feeble  in  body  and  comfortless  in  mind.  From  that  place  they 
passed  to  Master  Dodde's  house  at  Mimms,  where  also  they 
remained  that  night,  and  so  from  thence  they  came  to  Highgate."* 

The  Acta  of  the  Archdeaconry  of  St.  Albans  give  us  the 
name  of  John  Wilkinson  as  vicar  here  in  1557,  and  of  Thomas 
Wilkinson  as  here  in  1566.  Of  the  latter  we  get  a  glimpse  in 
the  following  narrative,  for  he  was  vicar  here  at  the  time 
referred  to.  "  1576.  Nicholas  Fynch  and  George  Symonds,  of 
Redburn.     That  they  went  to  Harpenden  to  receive  the 

1  John  Wheaikamstead,  ii.  47.  Bacon,  wife  of  Sir  Nicholas.    This  was 

3  Fox,  Acts  and  Monument*,  Seeley  Ed.,  Elizabeth's  first  visit  to  Qorhambury — 

viii.  607.    Sir  Ralph  Rowlet  was  son  very  different  from  her  second,  when  she 

of  Ralph  Rowlet,  Esq.,  who  succeeded  came  as  queen.  Sir  Ralph  sold  the  estate, 

Sir  Martin  Bows  as  TJnder-Treasurer  of  after  his  wife's  death  in  December,  1667, 

the  Mint,  and  to  whom  Henry  VIII.  to  his  brother-in-law  Sir  Nicholas  Bacon, 

gave  the  Manor  of  West  wick,  afterwards  who  built  a  new  house,  in  which  he 

called  Gorhambury.    Sir  Ralph  married  entertained  the  Queen  in  1677.  No  doubt 

Margaret,  third  daughter  of  Sir  Anthony  Elizabeth  would,  when  there,  call  to  mind 

Cook,  one  of  that  group  of  five  learned  her  first  sad  visit,  and  go  to  see  Sir  Ralph 

and  pious  daughters,  and  sister  to  Lady  Rowlet's  old  house. 
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communion  and  there  received  it.  That  they  have  received 
orderly  in  their  parish  church  and  ulterius  that  the  cause 
why  they  did  receive  it  at  Harpenden  was  for  that"  the  vicar 
of  Redburn  did  minister  with  cakes  which  were  not  sweet, 
and  further  because  that  they  finding  fault  with  that  kind  of 
bread,  the  vicar  said  unto  them,  If  you  will  have  other  bread 
you  shall  have  bread  enough,  whereupon  they,  doubting  of 
the  well  meaning  of  the  vicar  towards  them,  did  receive  at 
Harpenden,  notwithstanding  that  they  have  usually  and  orderly 
received  at  Redburn,  and  further  because  there  was  at  the  same 
time  a  sermon  at  Harpenden,  and  also  because  the  said  vicar 
is  an  infamous  person  and  ministereth  irreverently,  he  is  also 
a  drunkard  and  detected  of  incontinency,  beside  other  causes 
many."1  They  are  told  to  obey  the  laws  of  the  realm,  and 
receive  at  their  own  parish  church. 

The  charges  of  Innocent  Read3  against  Mr.  Dyke  give  us 
an  insight  into  the  state  of  this  village  in  and  about  the  year 
1580.  "Whereas  the  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Redburne 
had  at  the  feast  of  Whitsuntide  a  neighbourly  meeting  or  feast 
in  the  church  house  of  the  said  parish,  where  they  have  made 
merry  together  to  the  maintenance  and  increase  of  love  and 
charity  amongst  them,  and  at  the  same  time  have  contributed 
liberally  their  money  towards  the  reparation  of  the  church 
and  buying  of  necessaries  for  the  church,  and  such  like  uses 
(as  of  ancient  time  the  like  hath  been  used  in  that  place,  and 
infinite  other  places  of  this  realm  to  the  uses  and  intents  above 
mentioned).  The  said  Dyke  having  a  great  dislike  of  the  said 
feast  or  meeting,  hath  in-  his  sermons  inveighed  against  that 
kind  of  feasting,  calling  it  profane,  riotous,  drunken,  and  dis- 
orderly, yea,  the  way  unto  perdition  and  hell."  And  again : 
"  The  said  Dyke  hath  often  spent  some  part  of  his  sermons  in 
Redburne  in  an  uncharitable  railing  of  all  reading  ministers 
generally,  and  thereby  drove  two  out  of  our  said  parish  of 
Redburn,  by  reason  he  called  them '  dumb  dogs,'  damned  spirits, 
who  have  not  the  gift  to  preach,  notwithstanding  that  such  are 
by  the  laws  of  the  realm  allowed  for  the  church's  necessity." 

1  Acta  of  Archdeaconry  of  St.  Albans,  Innocent  Beade  was  his  son  and  next 

118.  in  the  Abbey,  heir,  and  of  the  age  of  thirty-five  years. 

9  July  11th,   1576,  died  Sir  Richard  This  Innocent  Beade  is  the  person  who 

Beade,  Knt,  seised  among  other  lands  brought  these  charges  against  Mr.  Dyke 

of  the  Manor  of  the  Priory  of  Bedbnrn ;  He  was  in  1589  forty-fire  years  of  age. 
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Mr.  Dyke  replies,  "  Preaching  at  Redburne  to  a  people  then 
without  a  minister,  I  did  show  unto  them  the  necessity  of  & 
learned  ministry,  and  laboured  by  doctrine  and  exhortation 
to  stir  them  up  to  that  duty  which  Christ  describeth,  'to 
pray  to  the  Lord  of  the  harvest*  in  mercy  and  not  in  wrath 
to  send  them  a  godly  and  painful  labourer.  That  term  of 
'damned  spirits'  I  never  used.  The  other  of  'dumb  dogs* 
very  sparing,  if  at  all,  yet  if  I  did  it  is  warranted  by  the 
prophet  whose  word  it  is  (Isa.  lvi.  10).  The  cause  of  the  two 
men's  going  out  of  the  parish  I  know  not,  but  I  suppose  upon 
trial  it  would  be  found  otherwise.  Whether  the  law  establishes 
an  unpreaching  ministry  I  doubt,  having  heard  the  learned 
in  the  law  affirm  the  clean  contrary." 

Redburn  vicarage  was  in  the  gift  of  Sir  Nicholas  Bacon, 
and  after  his  death  in  that  of  Lady  Bacon ;  and  accordingly  we 
find  more  than  one  Puritan  minister  here.  On  July  19th,  1577, 
we  find  Nathaniel  Backster,  or  Baxter,  appointed  to  this 
place  by  Sir  Nicholas  Bacon,  and  he  was  here  twelve  years, 
till  1589.  His  name  occurs  in  a  letter  written  to  the  great 
Cartwright  during  his  exile  at  Antwerp,  dated  London,  May 
25th,  1577,  and  expressing  the  firmness  of  the  writers  in  their 
nonconformity  to  certain  ceremonies  imposed  by  the  prelates. 
The  letter  is  as  follows : — "  We  stand  resolved  that  what  we 
have  done  concerning  the  ceremonies,  the  cross  in  baptism,  eta, 
is  most  agreeable  to  the  word  of  God  and  the  testimony  of  a 
good  conscience.  By  the  help  of  God  we  will  labour  even  in 
all  things,  to  the  utmost  of  our  power,  to  be  found  faithful  and 
approved  before  God  and  men;  and  therefore  we  will  not 
betray  that  truth  which  it  hath  pleased  God  in  His  great 
goodness  to  make  known  unto  us.  You  will  know  we  do 
nothing  contentioudy ;  therein  we  are  clear  before  God  and 
man.  But  we  wish  you  to  understand  that  the  iniquitous 
times  in  which  we  live,  and  the  great  trials  which  we  as  well 
as  you  have  to  endure  in  the  cause  of  God,  and  a  thousand 
such  afflictions,  shall  not,  the  Lord  helping  us,  make  us  shrink 
from  the  maintenance  of  His  truth.  The  same  good  opinion 
we  have  conceived  of  you,  not  doubting  that  He  who  hath 
hitherto  made  you  a  glorious  witness  of  truth  will  still  enable 
you  to  go  forward  in  the  same  course.     And  yet  we  think  it 
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meet,  both  on  account  of  our  own  dulness  and  the  evil  days 
come  upon  us,  that  we  should  quicken  one  another  in  so  good 
a  cause.  We  deal  thus  with  you,  whom  both  for  learning  and 
godliness  we  very  much  love  and  reverence  in  the  Lord ;  and 
we  commit  you  to  God  and  the  word  of  His  grace,  which  is 
able  and  no  doubt  will  in  due  time  build  up  both  you  and  us  to 
the  glory  of  His  name,  and  our  endless  comfort  in  Christ. — 
Richard  Gawton,  Thomas  Penny,  Nathaniel  Baxter,  George 
Gyldred,  Nicholas  Crane,  Gyles  Seyntcler,  Nicholas  Standon, 
John  Field,  Thomas  Wilcocks."1 

Nathaniel  Baxter's  signature  to  this  letter,  and  the  company 
in  which  his  name  occurs,  leave  no  doubt  regarding  his 
Puritanism.  He  was  M.A.  of  Cambridge,  and  probably  knew 
Cartwright  there.  To  Redburn  he  was  appointed  by  Sir 
Nicholas  Bacon.  Here  he  remained  till  1580,  and  we  find  him 
next  in  London,  at  St.  Margaret's,  Loth  bury,  and  at  St.  Giles's- 
in-the-Fields.  He  was  followed  at  Redburn  by  Edward  Spend- 
love,  who  was  here  from  1580  to  1588.  He  seems  to  have 
been  a  Puritan,  for  he  signs  himself  "  Minister  of  Redburn," 
and  contributes  five  shillings  to  the  relief  of  the  Protestants  in 
Geneva.  In  1584  we  have  the  following  report  of  him : — 
"Redbuine,  Mr.  Edward  Spendlove,  the  vicar,  a  Master  of 
Artes,  a  preacher,  resident.     Made  minister  by  your  Lordship 

1  MS.,  Second  Part  of  a  Register,]).  896,  mation  of  the  Church,  and  often  meeting 

Dr.  Williams'  Lib.                  *  with  his  brethren  to  promote  the  desired 

u  Dr.  Penny  was  a  Puritan  minister  of  object.    In  1572  he  was  member  of  the 

considerable  eminence  and  popularity  in  Presbyterian  church  at  Wandsworth,  in 

London.    In  1565  he  was  appoint  d  by  Surrey. — Brook,  ii.  317. 

the  Lord  Mayor  to  be  one  of  the  pr'^chers  Nicholas  Crane  was  educated  at  Cam- 

at  the  Bpital  the  following  Easter,  which  bridge,  a  divine  of  great  learning,  and  a 

no  sooner  came  to  the  ears  of  Archbishop  zealous  Nonconformist.   He  was  minister 

Parker  than  he  put  a  stop  to  it  on  account  of  Boehampton,  in  Surrey,  but  falling 

of  his  Nonconformity"  (Brook's  Lives,  iii.  under  the  displeasure  of  the  prelates  he 

504).    "  As  for  the  peaceable  Nonconfor-  was  more  than  once  cast  into  prison, 

mists  Wiburn,  Johnson,  and  Penny,  they  and  at  last  died  in  Newgate  in  1588.    His 

were  dealt  gently  with,  and  had,  if  not  exceptions  against  the  Prayer-book  were: 

licence,  yet  connivance  to  preach  in  pub-  reading  the  Apocryphal  books  in  public 

lie  and  hold  preferments." — Strype,  Par-  worship ;  against  that  part  of  the  Ordina- 

ker,  L  483.    "  Dr.  Penny,  who  was  once  tion  service,  Receive  ike  Holy  Ghost,  etc.  j 

a  preacher,  turned  a  physician  "  (ii.  241).  against  the  interrogatories  in  baptism 

"  He  was  a  chief  promoter  of  Cartwright's  proposed  to  infants,  who  cannot  give  any 

doctrine  and  books.'1  —  Strype,  Grindal,  answer ;  against  the  cross  in  baptism, 

269.                                                              •  etc.— Brook's  Lives  of  the  Puritans,  i.  862. 

Nicholas   Standen    was   educated   at  Gyles  Seyntler  signs  the  letter  requesting 

Cambridge,  rector  of  St.  Margaret  Pat-  Cartwright  to  undertake  his  Commen- 

tens,  London,  but  was  deprived  for  Non-  tary  in  answer  to  the  Rhemists.    See 

conformity  1568.    He  was  a  learned  and  the  Letter,  with  signatures,  prefixed  to 

religions  man,  ever  zealous  for  the  ref or-  Cartwright's  Commentary, 
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[Aylmer]  in  A.D.  1578.  He  hath  none  other  benefice  or  promo- 
tion. He  is  of  honest  life.  The  living  is  not  fit  for  a  preacher, 
and  is  in  the  gift  of  the  Lady  Bacon."  In  1586  he  signs  a  cer- 
tificate that  one  "  William  Cocke  of  Redburn  has  received  the 
sacrament."  In  1588  the  living  is  described  as  "void,"  and 
Barnabas  Saul  named  as  curate  1589.  But  the  following  year, 
1590,  Humphry  Wtlrlud  is  named  as  minister.  We  have 
already  met  with  him  as  one  of  the  ministers  patronized  by 
Lady  Bacon,  and  as  officiating  as  concionator  or  preacher  in  St. 
Michael's  church.  We  find  in  the  Ada  that  "  Mr.  Wildblode 
of  Redburn  was  charged  with  not  using  the  sign  of  the  cross 
in  baptism,  and  not  wearing  the  surplesse."  Again,  "Mr. 
Humphry  Wildblode,  a  minister,  neither  appeared  nor  sent 
any  letters  of  orders  or  any  other  instruments  to  be  see  n 
notwithstanding  he  was  lawfully  warned  thereto."  On  May 
17th,  1590,  Lady  Bacon  writes,  "I  humbly  thank  God  for  the 
comfortable  company  of  Mr.  Wyborn  and  Mr.  Wylblud.  They 
may  greatly  be  afraid  of  God's  displeasure,  who  work  the  woeful 
disappointing  of  God's  work  in  His  vineyard,  by  putting  such 
to  silence  in  these  cold  sinning  days."  Again,  "  I  thank  your 
brother  [Francis]  for  Mr.  Wylblud.  Much  good  may  he  do  for 
such,  and  take  no  harm  by  the  others,  I  pray  God,  29  Jan., 
1591" l  Anthony  Bacon  writes,  1593,  UI  hope  Mr.  Wyborn 
and  Mr.  Wilblod  will  truly  and  indifferently  advertise  your 
ladyship."  In  March  1595,  speaking  of  a  sick  servant,  Lady 
Bacon  writes,  "  I  trust  Mr.  Wildblode's  spiritual  counsel  and 
comfort,  with  hearty  prayer,  was  a  mean  to  it;  God,  I  trust, 
working  with  His  admonitions  in  the  sick  body  to  the  reviving 
of  the  souL"2  We  learn  from  Newcourt3  that  he  was  deprived 
at  Redburn  in  1592,  and  we  find  him  at  Pinner,  Middlesex, 
from  24th  April,  1601,  till  1625,  where  he  died. 

After  Mr.  Wylblud's  dismissal  from  Redburne  on  account 
of  his  Puritanism,  we  meet  with  one  Rodolph  Bradley,  in 
whose  time  (1594)  the  following  report  was  made: — "Red- 
borne,  a  vicarage.  Patron,  the  Lady  Anne  Bacon,  widow. 
Valued  at  £16  5s.  Rodolph  Bradley,  incumbent.  A  preacher, 
resident.     Communicants,  about  420.     Men  of  note .     No 

i  Lambeth  MSS.  648, 10l>.  8  Reptrtorittm,  i.  859. 

*  Ibid.,  G60,  fol.  69. 
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recusants."  We  find  this  mention  of  Mr.  Bradley  in  the  Bacon 
Letters,1  "  I  heard  that  Mr.  Bradley  did  not  preach  to-day,  as 
he  is  excommunicated,  or  too  careless  of  his  charge."  There  is 
also  a  letter  from  Rodolph  Bradley  of  Redburn,  10th  January, 
1596,  in  which  he  speaks  of  "  my  vicarage." 

And  now  we  find  settled  in  this  parish  one  of  the  foremost 
among  the  Puritan  leaders  of  his  day,  Richard  Gawton,  at 
Redburn,  for  fourteen  years,  from  his  coming  in  1602,  June  5th, 
to  his  death  in  June  1616.  We  have  already  seen  his  signa- 
ture among  those  who  sent  the  letter  of  encouragement  to  the 
exiled  Cartwright.  He  was  minister  of  Snoring  in  Norfolk, 
and  afterwards  in  the  city  of  Norwich.  Upon  his  entrance 
into  the  sacred  office  he  met  with  barbarous  usage  at  the 
hands  of  Archbishop  Parker.  Having  obtained  a  presentation 
to  the  benefice  of  Snoring,  the  Archbishop  compelled  him  to 
sign  a  bond  of  a  hundred  marks  to  pay  Dr.  Willoughby,  the 
former  incumbent,  £14  a  year.  Finding  that  this  absorbed 
the  proceeds  of  the  tiring,  he  handed  it  over  into  the  hands 
of  his  patron,  Ralph  Shelton,  Esq.,2  and  became  a  preacher  in 
the  city  of  Norwich,  but  in  the  year  1576  was  cited  before  the 
Bishop,  Dr.  Freke,  a  violent  persecutor  of  the  Puritans,  and 
tried  and  condemned  by  the  Bishop  in  his  parlour.  The 
account  of  his  examination  we  have  from  Richard  Gawton 's 
own  pen.  It  is  entitled  The  Troubles  of  Mr.  Richard  Gawton, 
of  late  Preacher  at  Norwich,  about  wrmo  1576,  20th  August 
*- 1  was  called  before  the  Bishop  in  his  house  at  Norwich,  when 
first  privately  between  him  and  me  he  charged  me  that  I  had, 
in  my  pulpit,  taken  upon  me  to  confute  his  chaplain's  sermon. 
Having  answered  him,  he  said  that  was  not  the  matter  I  was 
sent  for,  he  had  other  matters  against  me,  and  then  asked  me 
how  many  benefices  I  had.  Whefeto  I  answered,  I  had  too 
many  by  one,  for  I  had  but  one  which  I  bear  tbe  name  of,  but 
I  kept  it  against  my  will,  showing  the  gentle  trick  of  the 
Archbishop  Parker  who  sent  for  me  to  London,  and  forced  me 
to  seal  an  obligation  of  a  hundred  marks  to  him  for  the  pay- 
ment of  £14  a  year  to  Dr.  Willoughbie,  some  time  parson  of 
Snoring,  or  else  I  had  gone  to  prison.     He  answered  I  had  two 

«  Lambeth  MSS.  653,  foL  207.  *  Strype,  Parker,  ii.  160 ;  Brook's  Lives, 

ii.  241. 
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benefices  more,  which  I  denied.  Then  he  asked  if  I  had  one 
in  Wales ;  I  denied  it.  Then  he  said  that  also  was  not  the 
matter  for  which  he  sent  for  me,  but  it  was  that  I  wore  not 
the  surplice,  nor  observed  the  order  of  the  Queen's  book.  I 
answered  that  I  ware  not  the  surplice,  otherwise  I  was  not  to 
be  charged  for  not  observing  the  order  of  the  book.  Therewith 
I  told  him  that  I  had  heard  not  long  since  at  the  court  that  he 
(Dr.  Freke)  liked  not  the  surplesse.  Thus  our  private  talk 
ended.  Then  he  called  the  Dean  and  Commissary  to  him  and 
his  Register.  .  .  .  The  Bishop  asked  me  what  I  misliked  in  the 
jurisdiction  he  claimed.  I  asked  him  what  authority  he  had  to 
claim  to  be  a  Lord  Bishop.  He  asked  me  what  Word  of  God  I 
had  to  the  contrary.  I  answered  that  in  Matt.  xx.  Christ 
forbids  His  Apostles  all  titles  tending  to  supreme  authority. 
Then  the  Bishop  said,  Doth  not  Christ  say,  You  call  me  Lord 
and  Master,  and  you  say  well,  for  I  am  so  ?  I  answered,  though 
it  was  due  to  Christ  it  was  not  due  to  him.  .  .  .  The  fifth 
article  was  that  I  wore  not  the  surpless.  I  answered  I  ware 
it  not,  neither  durst,  forasmuch  as  it  was  established  in  the 
Church  contrary  to  the  rules  set  down  by  the  Holy  Ghost, 
which,  in  establishing,  of  things  indifferent,  ought  to  be 
observed.  I  charged  the  Dean  that  he  had  publicly  preached 
against  it,  calling  it  a  superstitious  garment.  This  he  denied, 
and  on  my  pressing  it,  and  charging  him  with  double  dealing,  he 
was  moved  greatly,  and  said,  if  he  had  not  been  in  the  presence 
of  the  Bishop  I  should  have  known  the  price  of  it  The  sixth 
article  was  that  I  preached  without  renewing  my  license.  I 
answered  I  was  a  minister  of  the  Word  of  God,  and  therefore 
had  authority  sufficient  to  preach  the  Word  in  my  parish 
without  their  license.  Then  the  Bishop  said  that  I  denied  their 
authority,  and  ware  not  the  surpless;  I  should  be  put  from 
the  ministry,  and  should  go  to  my  occupation  again.  I 
answered,  I  thanked  God  for  it  that  I  had  an  occupation  to  go 
to,  and  that  I  was  not  ashamed  of  it,  for  Christ  had  an  occu- 
pation in  that  He  was  a  carpenter,  and  Paul  was  a  tent-maker. 
Whereat  one  Dr.  Browne,  the  Bishop's  physician,  wondered, 
asking  me  where  I  read  that  Christ  was  a  carpenter.  I  said 
in  Mark  vi.  3.  The  Bishop  granted  it  to  be  so,  but  the  Dean 
cavilled,  saying,  it  could  not  be  gathered  out  of  the  text,  for  it 
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was  only  the  opinion  of  the  people  of  Nazareth,  who  said  He 
was  a  carpenter.  I  asked  him  who  could  tell  better  than  the 
people  of  Nazareth,  amongst  whom  He  had  dwelt  as  good  as 
thirty  years. 

u  Then  the  Bishop  gave  the  sentence  of  suspension  against  me 
from  all  function  of  the  ministry,  and  called  his  registrar, 
willing  hiiTi  to  make  an  act  of  it,  which  he  did.  '  I  perceive 
now,'  said  I,  '  that  if  one  had  the  eloquence  of  Chrysostom,  the 
learning  of  Augustine,  and  the  divinity  of  St.  Paul,  if  he  were 
here  and  would  not  wear  the  surplesse,  you  would  put  him 
out/  They  briefly  answered  they  would  do  so.  Then  I  said, 
This  your  dealing  with  us  in  hugger-mugger  and  in  corners 
will  not  further  your  cause/1 1 

This  narrative  is  signed  Richard  Gawton,  and  shows  plainly 
his  boldness  and  Puritanism.  Through  the  influence  of  Lady 
Bacon  he  was  made  minister  of  Hemel  Hempsted,  and  in 
1602  appointed  minister  of  Redburn,  and  laboured  faith- 
fully till  his  death  in  June  1616.  He  was  followed  by  Henry 
Bowman,  appointed  by  Sir  Francis  Bacon,  who  is  named  in 
the  Acta  as  providing  a  corslet  for  the  army  in  1620.  The  fol- 
lowing are  the  registers  of  the  death  of  his  wife  and  himself; — 
"Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  Henry  Bowman,  buried  the  31st  August, 
1625.  1626,  March,  Mr.  Henry  Bowman,  vicar  of  Redborne, 
buried  the  5th  day." 

After  Mr.  Bowman's  death  the  vicarage  seems  to  have  been 
given  to  Philip  Leigh,  in  whose  time  (1633)  it  is  reported  that 
"  there  is  wanting  in  the  parish  church  of  Redburn  a  decent 
and  sufficient  surplesse/'  In  the  Totteridge  registers  we  find 
the  following  entry  : — "  1634,  July  31st.  Mr.  Philip  Leigh,  vicar 
of  Redburn,  and  Sarah  Smith,  of  Wheathamstead,  married/' 
Philip  Leigh  was  one  of  Walker's  "  sufferers."  "  He  was  turned 
out  by  the  House,"  says  Walker,2  "about  August  1643,  who,  at 
the  same  time,  ordered  one  Ralph  Radbourne  to  succeed  him. 
He  hath  a  place  in  the  Century  for  a  drunkard,  swearer,  and 
malignant."   The  following  is  the  account  in  the  Century : — 

"  10.  The  benefice  of  Philip  Leigh,  vicar  of  the  parish  church 
of  Redburne,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  is  sequestered  for  that 
he  is  a  common  drunkard  and  haunter  of  ale-houses,  usually 

«  Part  of  a  Register,  pp.  398—400.  8  Sufferings  of  the  Clergy,  ii  294. 
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drinking  healths,  and  pressing  others  thereunto,  a  common 
swearer  and  quarreller,  and  hath  expressed  much  malignity 
against  the  Parliament."1 

In  the  Commons  Journals s  we  find  "  an  order,  August  22nd, 
1643,  for  sequestering  the  vicarage  of  Redburn,  in  the  county 
of  Hertford,  whereof  Philip  Leigh  is"  vicar,  to  the  use  and 
benefit  of  Ralph  Rotherham,  Master  of  Arts,  a  godly,  learned, 
and  orthodox  minister.''  Thus  the  House  ratified  the  charges 
against  Leigh,  allowing,  however,  the  fifths  to  his  wife.8  Philip 
Leigh  died  here  in  1656,  in  which  year  occurs  the  entry, t€  Phillip 
Legh,  late  vicar  of  this  parish,  was  buried  2nd  September." 

Mr.  Rotherham  had  already  left  Redburn  in  1650,  for  at 
that  date  we  find  the  name  of  Samuel  Macharnis,  M.A.,  as 
minister,  "a  godly  and  able  preacher,  by  sequestration  from 
Mr.  Leigh.4  The  parish  is  little,  but  there  is  a  greate  streete, 
in  London  Rode,  of  Innes,  Alehouses,  and  Tradesmen,  which 
make  the  charge  of  cure  of  souls  greate ;  for  there  are  five 
hundred  communicants  and  more/'  He  remained  till  1654, 
when  Thomas  Quincy  was  appointed.  "  Redbourne,  Thomas 
Quincy,  No.  573,  Pres.  November  6th,  1654.  Tho.  Quincy 
cert,  as  aforesaid  by  Jo.  Oliver,  of  St.  Albans,  John  Lesley, 
of  St.  Michaels,  Nath.  Eeles,  of  Harpenden.  Know  all  men 
by  these  presents  that  the  17th  day  of  November,  in  the 
year  1654,  there  was  exhibited  to  the  commiss"*  for  the 
approbation  of  publique  preachers,  a  nomination  of  Thomas 
Quincy,  Bachelor  of  Arts,  to  the  vicarage  of  Redbourne,  in  the 


1  White's  Century,  p.  4. 

» iii.  214. 

3  Add.  HSS.,  15669,  f.  129.  Hay  3rd, 
1646.  Upon  the  humble  petition  of  Sarah, 
the  wife  of  Philip  Leigh,  from  whom  the 
vicarage  of  Redburne,  county  of  Hertford, 
is  sequestered.  It  is  ordered  that  shee 
shall  have  for  aid  towards  the  mainten- 
ance of  her  and  her  children  from  hence- 
forth, the  full  cleere  fifth  parte  of  all 
the  tithes,  rents,  profitts,  and  Easter 
Booke  of  the  said  vicarage,  all  taxes 
and  offerings  first  deducted  out  of  the 
whole,  unless  good  cause  be  shown  to  the 
contrary  by  the  24th  May.  instant.  The 
said  Mr.  Leigh  and  his  wife  yielding  all 
due  obedience  to  the  sequestration,  which 
said  fifth  parte  shall  be  quarterly  paid 
by  such  person  and  persons  to  whose 
use  the  said  vicarage  doth  and  shall 
stand  sequestered. 


«f.  149,  May  24th,  1645.  It  is  ordered 
that  the  Committee  of  Parliament  sit- 
ting at  St.  Albans  be  desired  to  examine 
what  cause  cann  be  shewn  why  the  wife 
of  Philip  Leigh,  from  whom  the  vicarage 
of  Redburne,  in  the  county  of  Hertford, 
is  sequestered,  should  not  have  a  fifth 
parte  of  the  profits  thereof  for  her 
maintenance,  calling  before  them  the 
said  Mr.  Leigh  at  the  same  time,  together 
with  the  witnesses  on  both  sides,  and  to 
hear  and  examine  what  she  shall  allege 
for  the  confirmation  of  the  said  order  by 
which  she  claimeth ;  and  they  are  further 
desired  to  examine  the  value  of  the  said 
living,  and  to  certify  the  same  to  this 
Committee."  Similar  orders  are  re- 
peated September  6th  and  October  25th, 
1645. 

"Lansdowne  MSS.,  459;  Lambeth 
MSS.,  Survey,  voL  x. 
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county  of  Hertford,  made  to  him  by  Sir  Harbottle  Grimston, 
Baronet,  the  patron  thereof,  together  with  a  testimony  in  the 
behalf  of  the  said  Thomas  Quincy  of  his  holy  and  good  con- 
versation. Upon  perusal  and  due  consideration  of  the  pre- 
misses, and  finding  him  to  be  a  person  qualified  as  in  and  by 
the  ordinance  for  such  approbation  is  required,  the  comm6" 
above  mentioned  have  adjudged  and  approved  the  said  Thomas 
Quincy  to  be  a  fit  person  to  preach  the  Gospel,  and  have 
granted  him  admission  and  do  admitt  the  said  Thomas  Quincy 
to  the  vicarage  of  Bedbourne  aforesaid,  to  be  full  and  perfect 
possessor  and  incumbent  thereof,  and  doe  hereby  signify  to  all 
persons  concerned  therein  that  hee  is  hereby  intituled  to  the 
profitts  and  perquisitts  and  all  rights  and  dues  incident  and 
belonging  to  the  said  vicarage,  as  fully  and  effectually  as  if  he 
had  been  instituted  and  inducted  according  to  any  such  laws 
and  customs  as  have  in  this  case  formerly  been  made,  had,  or 
used  in  this  realm.  In  witnesse  whereof  they  have  caused  the 
common  seal  to  be  hereunto  affixed,  and  the  same  to  be  attested 
by  the  hand  of  the  Regr  by  his  Highnesse  in  that  behalf  appointed. 
Dated  at  Whitehall,  the  17th  day  of  November,  1654."  * 

He  was  followed  by  James  Barker,  who  came  from  Pauls 
Walden,  in  this  county,  and  who  remained  here  as  pastor  until 
his  ejectment  under  the  Bartholomew  Act.  His  character  is 
apparent  in  a  work  which  he  published,  entitled,  The  Royal 
Robe ;  or,  A  Treatise  on  Meekness,  wholly  tending  to  Peace- 
cMeness,  by  James  Barker,  minister  at  Redburn,  in  the  county 
of  Hertford;  London,  1661. * 

There  is  a  dedication  to  Lady  Grimston  beginning  thus : — 

u  Madam, — My  written  Papers  (a  few  months  agone  recom- 
mended to  your  reading  by  your  renowned  husband)  you  pleased 
to  take  the  pains  and  to  have  the  patience  to  read  through ;  and 
according  to  your  excellent  understanding  and  sound  judgment 
to  give  your  sence,  and  with  much  ingenuity  to  pass  your  ap- 
probation of  them :  the  same  are  now  again  (after  some  delay 
in  the  presse)  presented  to  your  ladyship  in  print ;  in  a  fairer 
character  to  return  most  humble  thanks  for  that  noble  favour." 

The  following  extract  from  the  Discourse  shows  the  spirit  of 
the  writer : — p.  185.    "  Mildness  doth  well  become  tbe  minis- 

i  iAmbeth  M8&,  Augmentations,  997  ;  Rennet's  Reguter,  888. 

lib.  3,  f.  36. 
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ters;  the  prophet  saith  of  God,  Thou  Lord  art  good  and 
gracious,  and  of  great  kindness  to  all  that  call  upon  Thee. 
Rigour  and  severity  will  ill  become  the  servant  when  his  Lord 
is  gentle  and  full  of  courtesie ;  the  Ministers  of  the  Gospel  are 
to  be  followers  of  Christ,  and  He  was  a  Lamb  for  meeknesse ; 
for  were  a  Minister  never  so  well  gifted,  and  had  the  tongue  of 
men  and  angels,  if  he  have  not  meeknesse  and  charity  all  is 
nothing;  and  therefore  Saint  Paul's  advice  is,  let  all  things 
be  done  in  love:  and  His  practice  was  the  same;  for  them 
with  whom  He  had  to  deal,  the  people  under  His  charge,  how 
gently  did  He  handle  them.  How  kindly  did  He  entreat 
them,  request  them,  praying  them,  exhorting  them  with  all 
earnestness,  beseeching  them;  and  so  often  as  He  speaks  to 
them,  it  is  all  tendernesse,  as  a  father  to  his  children ;  in  all 
things  so  behaving  Himself  that  His  care  towards  them  in  the 
sight  of  God  might  appear." 

Upon  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  Uniformity  in  1G62,  he  resigned 
his  living,  and  was  succeeded  by  the  Conformist,  Thomas  Draper, 
27th  March,  1662-3,  who  was  followed  by  John  Cole,  probably 
son  of  William  Cole  of  St.  Albans  Abbey. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  incumbents  at  Redburn : — 

1478.  Robert  Smyth.     He  resigned  in  1487. 

1487.  Owen  Chaplain.     J.  Whethamsted,  ii.  181,  280,  286. 

Stephen  Bayley,  S.T.B.    Clutterbuck,  i.  182. 
1557.  John  Wilkinson. 
1666.  Thomas  Wilkinson. 
1677.  Nathaniel  Baxter. 
1580.  Edward  Spcndlove. 

1588.  vacat.  Barnabas  Saul,  curate.  Commonwealth  : — 

1589.  Humphry  Wylblud.  1643.  Ralph  Rotherham,  M.A. 
1593.  Rodolph  Bradley.  1650.  Samuel  Macharnis. 
1602.  Richard  Gawton,  ob.  1616.               1654.  Thomas  Quincy,  B.A. 
1616.  Henry  Bowman,  ob.  1625.                1657.  James  Barker. 

1630.  Philip  Leigh.  1662.  Thomas  Draper,  Conformist 

In  a  list  of  "Conventicles"  compiled  by  Abp.  Sheldon's 
direction,  and  preserved  in  Lambeth  Library,  bearing  date 
1669,  we  have  the  following: — 

"Redborne.  (1)  At  ye  house  of  Wm.  Barber,  gent.,  and 
Thomas  Bigg,  yeoman,  a  Meeting  of  Quakers  every  Tuesday; 
number  and  quality,  forty  ordinarily,  sometimes  two  or  three 
hundred.    Principals  and  abbettors,  —  Greater  part  women. 
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Preachers  or  Teachers,  John  Crooke,  Thomas  Green,  Thomas 
Crawley,  Elizabeth  Humble.  (2)  At  ye  house  of  Richard 
Stringer,  joyner,  a  meeting  of  Anabaptists,  number  sixty  or 
eighty.  Preachers  or  Teachers,  Thomas  Monke  of  Albury, — 
Russell  of  Berkhamstead,  Nehemiah  Neale  of  Freezden,  Richard 
Yong  of  Edgborow,  Richard  Stringer  aforesaid." 

October  7th,  1802,  a  Congregational  chapel  was  opened  at 
Kedburn.  Rev.  S.  Burder  of  St.  Albans  and  T.  P.  Bull  of  New- 
port Pagnell  preached.1  "  In  1804  Brother  Rogers  of  St.  Albans 
and  others  attempted  to  procure  an  itinerant  minister.  In 
1806  Brother  Smith,  who  till  last  Christmas  was  employed  as 
an  itinerant  preacher  at  Godmanchester,  and  is  in  part  sup- 
ported by  the  Union,  has  removed  to  Redbourn.  He  has 
established  a  lecture  at  Flamstead.  1807.  The  meeting-house 
enlarged  to  twice  its  former  size.  A  Sunday  School  opened, 
at  which  forty  children  are  taught.  1812.  Brother  Smith  set 
apart  to  the  pastoral  Office.  Brother  Rogers  of  St.  Albans  gave 
an  account  of  the  rise  and  progress  of  the  Gospel  among  them."2 
The  following  is  the  record  of  a  tablet  in  the  chapel : — "  Sacred 
to  the  Memory  of  Mr.  John  Smith,  for  forty-three  years  a 
faithful  minister  of  Jesus  Christ  in  this  place.  By  his  inde- 
fatigable exertions  Funds  were  raised  for  the  purchase  of  this 
Estate,  and  the  erection  of  the  Chapel  for  the  use  of  the  people 
of  this  village  as  an  Independent  place  of  worship  for  ever. 
After  he  had  served  his  own  generation  by  the  will  of  God, 
he  fell  asleep  on  the  12th  of  June,  1848,  in  the  74th  year  of  his 
age,  and  the  51st  of  his  ministry." 

On  September  17th,  1850,  William  Robinson  was  ordained 
pastor.  He  died  suddenly  in  1854.8  J.  C.  Westbrook  was 
ordained4  here  July  31st,  1855,  but  left  in  1858  through 
failing  health.  Edmund  Russ,  1859—1862.  David  Richard- 
son came  in  1862,  and  is  still  here.  The  chapel  was  enlarged 
in  1865,  and  will  seat  one  hundred  and  fifty.  Church  members, 
thirty-two.  In  1869  a  number  left  and  formed  a  Baptist 
church.  Fifteen  or  twenty  years  after  Mr.  Smith's  settlement 
a  number  left  his  ministry  and  formed  a  Hyper-Calvinistic 
church,  built  a  chapel,  and  this  community  still  exists  here. 

1  Evan.  Mag.,  xi.  87.  Mag^    1856,     and     Christian     Wxtntur 

*  MS.  of  Rev.  D.  Richardson.  1855. 

*  See   Memoir  of  him  in  the  Evany.  *  Evany.  May.,  1855,  p.  540. 
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The  Wesleyans  and  Primitives  also  are  here.  Thus  in  Redburn 
are  five  Nonconformist  Chapels, — two  Baptist,  two  Methodist, 
and  one  Independent 

The  following  are  from  a  File  of  Registrations  in  the  Archdeaconry  of 
St.  Albans  of  Places  of  Meeting  under  the  Toleration  Act,  but  only 
from  1760  down  to  1850 :— 


PLACE  Or  METING. 

WHERE 
81TUATZD 

! 
FOR   WHOM.     >         DATS. 

1 

BT  WHOM  CERTIFIED. 

(1)  Barn     of 
Leighton . 

Elizabeth 

Redburn 
Redburn 

Redburn 

Fish   Street, 
Redburn    . 

Independents 
Independents 

Methodists   . 

Independents 

dth     May, 

1796    .    . 

9th    June, 
1796    .    . 

10th  Aug., 
1798    .     . 

20th  Sept., 
1802    .    . 

Henry    Atley,    minister, 
Samuel  Hill,  John  Wood, 
George  Gill- 
Henry  Atley,  George  GilL 
J.  N.  Bacon,  Samuel  Hill. 

Sarah  Law,  Samuel  Cople- 
ston,  John  Humphrey, 
John  Wood. 

Samuel  Burder,  minister, 
Henry  Geary,  Jos.  Ellis, 
Thomas  Rogers. 

John    Smith,     minister, 
Edmund  Friday,  Thomas 
Southam. 

Edw.  Smith,  Geo.  Homan, 
James  Horond,  William 
Piggott,    Edm.   Friday, 
Riehard  Wells,  Thomas 
Southam. 

George  Homan,  Thomas 
Southam,  John  Abbott, 
James  Horond,  Richard 
Wells,  Edward  Smith. 

George   Homan,  Thomas 
Southam,  John  Abbott, 
James  Horond,  Richard 
Wells,  Edward  Smith. 

John  Wilson  Pipe,  William 
Whitehouae,  John  and 
Thomas  Wood,  W.  Irons, 
Edward  Herbert. 

Richard   Cooper,   of  St 
Albans,  minister  of  the 
Gospel. 

George  Homan,  Edmund 
Friday,  Tbos.  Lawrence. 
Richard  Wells,  Edward 
Pratt. 

(2)  House     of      William 

Chapman      .... 

(3)  House  of  Sarah  Law  . 

(4)  Building    of   Thomas 

Rogers      .    ,     .    .    . 

(5)  Tenement 

Walter  Kent 

(6)  House     of 

Smith.    . 

of      Mr. 
Edward 

Pish   Street, 
Redburn   . 

Redburn 

Independents 

Independent 
Calviuista  . 

20th  Aug., 
1806    .    . 

29th  Sept., 

1817    .    . 

(7)  Barn  of  John  Abbott . 

(8)  House      of     William 

Piggott     

Totsel  Hall, 
Redburn    . 

Back    Lane, 
Redburn    . 

Redburn 

Redburn 

By  the  lane 
that    leads 
from   Red- 
burn       to 
Harpenden 

Protestant 
Dissenters  . 

Protestant 
Dissenters 

Protestants  . 

Protestants  . 

Protestant 
Dissenters  . 

6th    June, 
1822    .    . 

1st      Oct., 
1822    .    . 

IStb  April, 

1825  .    . 

10th  Nov., 

1826  .    . 

17th    Dec., 
1825    .    . 

(9)  House     of      William 

Whitehouse  .... 

(10)  House  of  Wm.  Earns, 
Miller 

(11)  House     of 
Homan 

George 

(12)  Mount  Zion,  belong- 
ing to  Edward  Pratt . 

03)  Building 

Livery  Lane. 
nearTossell 
Hall,   Red- 
burn 

Redburn.    . 

Protestant 
Dissenters  . 

Wesleyans    . 

12th  July, 
1835    .    . 

81st  March, 
1887    .    . 

George     Gristwood,     E. 

Pratt,  Edward  Smith,  J. 

Pratt,  Matt.  Grace.  Thos, 

Lawrence,  Geo.  Wheeler. 
Josiah  D.  Wingrave,  Jacob 

Harrison  (Trustee*). 

CA8HI0.J  RICKMANSWORTH.  808 

RICKMAN8W0RTH. 
Acres  10,028;  pop.  5,472;  value  £610. 

This  parish  contains  Moor  Park,  which  was  included  in  the 
Abbey  lands  of  St  Albans,  but  was  given  to  Nevil,  Archbishop 
of  York  and  Bishop  of  Exeter,  and  by  Henry  VII.  to  Nevii's 
brother-in-law,  the  Earl  of  Oxfon}.  It  reverted  to  the  Crown, 
and  Henry  VIII.  gave  it  to  Cardinal  Wolsey,  who,  in  1527, 
"  hopes  that  the  king  will  be  merrie  at  my  poor  house  of  the 
More."  While  the  cardinal  was  legatus  a  latere,  some  of  the 
parishioners  of  Rickmansworth  showed  their  Protestant  ten- 
dencies by  setting  fire  to  the  images  above  the  altar  in  the 
church.  The  fire  spread,  and  chancel,  organ,  roodloft,  and  vestry 
were  destroyed.  They  broke  open  the  font — fonts  were  then 
always  kept  locked  to  prevent  people  obtaining  the  holy  water 
for  improper  purposes— and  scattered  the  water  on  the  pave- 
ment. The  cardinal  then  issued  an  indulgence  of  one  hundred 
days,  to  which  the  bishop  of  the  diocese  added  fifty  more,  to 
all  persons  who  would  contribute  to  the  repair  of  the  build- 
ing.1 This  parish  has  long  been  a  stronghold  of  Protestant 
Christianity.  In  1480  we  find  Thomas  Hemmingforth  vicar, 
an  Augustine  monk,  who  was  ejected  for  apostasy  in  1485, 
the  apostasy  being  probably  "a  leaning  towards  Lollardism." 
Among  the  persecuted  Lollards  in  1511,  who  had  their  head- 
quarters in  the  neighbouring  town  of  Amersham  in  Bucks,  we 
find  some  Rickmansworth  people.  "  Andrew  Randal  and  his 
wife,  of  Rickmansworth,  and  the  father  of  Andrew  Randal,  were 
accused  because  they  received  into  their  house  Thomas  Man, 
flying  from  persecution,  and  for  reading  Wyclifs  Wicket. 
Bennet  Ward,  fuller,  was  also  denounced  by  John  Merston  for 
saying,  That  it  booteth  no  man  to  pray  to  our  Lady,  nor  to  any 
saint  or  angel  in  heaven,  but  to  God  only.  The  wife  of  Bennet 
Ward  for  saying  that  Thomas  Pope  was  the  devoutest  man  that 
ever  came  into  their  house,  for  he  would  sit  reading  his  book  till 
midnight  many  times.  Thomas  Man  for  saying  that  Christ  was 
not  in  the  sacrament"  Thomas  Man  was  a  leader  among  the 
Lollards,  and  was  burnt  at  Smithfield  in  1518.  He  seems  to 
have  had  relatives  at  Rickmansworth,  and  William  Man,  the 

1  Cussans'  Cathio,  p.  124  sqq. 
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vicar  in  1 5  57,  may  have  been  his  kinsman.  Again, "  John  Grosar 
for  having  received  a  book  of  the  Gospels  in  English,  which 
Thomas  Spencer  and  his  wife  used  to  read,  and  which  was 
lent  to  John  Knight,  who  delivered  it  at  length  to  the  vicar 
of  Rickmansworth." x 

Roger  Hutchenson,  a  native  of  Herts,  who  graduated  B.A. 
at  St.  Johns  College,  Cambridge,  in  1540,  maintained  in  1547, 
together  with  Thomas  Lever,  a  disputation   in  the  college 
against  the  mass.3     In  his  will  he  mentions  the  advowson  of 
Rickmansworth,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  and  the  William 
Hutchenson  who  was  instituted  5th  July,  1581,  was  probably 
his  son.8    After  Wolsey's  fall  Henry  gave  it  to  Sir  John  Russell, 
Earl  of  Bedford,  a  friend  of  Cranmer,  and  a  favourer  of  the 
Reformation.4    Queen  Elizabeth  gave  Moor  Park  to  Francis, 
second  Earl  of  Bedford,  who  had  suffered  imprisonment   in 
Queen  Mary's  reign,  "  as  a  favourer  of  the  Gospel,"5  and  whose 
son,  Lord  John  Russell,  married  as  his  second  wife  Elizabeth, 
one  of  the  five  daughters  of  Sir  Anthony  Cook, "  an  excellent, 
well-accomplished  and  learned  lady."     Lord  John  died  in  1584, 
and  was  buried  in  Westminster  Abbey,  and  his  lady  showed 
both  love  and  learning  in  several  verses,  in  English,  Latin,  and 
Greek,  very  elegantly  composed  by  her  upon  his  death.6     She 
was  a  friend  of  the  Puritan  Thomas  Cartwright,  who,  in  a  very 
beautiful  letter  to  her  from  the  Fleet  prison,  1591,  August  13th, 
says,  "  Yet  forgat  I  not  your  honourable  and  kind  usage  of  me 
when  I  was  with  you  some  five  years  past ;  so  far  as  it  pleased 
you  to  call  in  two  noble  plants,  your  daughters,  and  in  my 
hearing  to  tell  them  that  I  was  a  man  whom  for  good  reports 
you  favoured,  and  willed  them  for  the  same,  in  respect,  as  any 
occasion  might  serve,  to  righteousness.  .  .  .  With  my  humble 
thanks  for  all  your  honorable  favour  and  care  of  me,  I  com- 
mend your  honour  and  your  whole  household,  and  children 
especially,  unto  the  gracious  keeping  and  blessing  of  God  in 
Jesus  Christ. "     This  letter  was  sent  to  the  Lady  Russell,  who 
had  offered  to  Cartwright  to  intercede  (for  any  request  he  had 

1  Fox,  Acts  and  Monuments,  ii.,  30-32  Sketches  of  the  Reformation,  257,  271. 

(fol.  ed.).  Memoir  by  Brace  prefixed  to  the  Parker 

*  "  It  was  handled  with  great  learning  Society  edition  of  his  works, 

by  two  learned  fellows  of  the  House,  *  Strype's  Cranmer,  165,  208. 

Thomas  Lever  and  Roger  Hutchinson."  *  Ibid.,  643. 

— Strype's  Cranmer,  282,  792.  «  Strype's  Annals,  III.,  i.  402. 

3  Cooper's  Ath.  Cant,,  i.  126  ;  Haweis's 
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to  make  to  the  Lord  Treasurer  Burghley)  for  him.  And  she 
sent  the  whole  letter  to  him,  with  these  words  of  her  writing 
set  in  the  superscription,  "  Good  my  lord,  read  this  thorow ; 
and  do  what  good  you  can  to  the  poor  man."  She  also  trans- 
lated from  the  Latin  a  tract  upon  the  sacrament,  printed  in 
1605,  and  dedicated  to  her  daughter,  Anne  Herbert,  wife  to 
Lord  H.  Herbert  The  dedication  begins,  "  Most  virtuous  and 
worthily  beloved  daughter,  even  as  from  your  first  birth  and 
cradle  I  ever  was  most  careful,  above  any  worldly  thing,  to 
have  you  suck  the  perfect  milk  of  sincere  religion;  so,  willing 
to  end  as  I  began,  I  have  left  to  you  as  my  last  legacy  this 
book,  a  most  precious  jewel,  to  the  comfort  of  thy  soul:'  It 
ends  thus :  "  Farewell,  my  good,  sweet  Nanny ;  God  bless  thee 
with  the  continuance  of  the  comfort  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  that  it 
may  ever  work  in  you  and  persevere  with  you  to  the  end  and 
in  the  end"  Moor  Park  continued  in  the  possession  of  the 
family  till  1626.  It  is  now  in  the  possession  of  the  esteemed 
and  thoroughly  Protestant  Lord  Ebury. 

The  archdeacons  of  St.  Albans  were,  as  we  have  already 
seen,  often  vicars  of  Rickmansworth.  David  Kempe  has  already 
been  named  in  connection  with  St.  Albans,  and  his  Puritan 
tendencies  shown.  He  advocated  the  abolition  of  saints'  days, 
the  minister's  turning  with  his  face  to  the  people  throughout 
service,  the  omission  of  the  cross  in  baptism,  and  of  kneeling 
at  the  communion,  the  substitution  of  the  parents  for  godfathers 
and  godmothers.  Giles  Lawrence,  who  succeeded  Kempe  in 
this  rectory  as  well  as  in  the  archdeaconry,  was  here  only  for 
a  year.  He  was  the  personal  friend  of  Bishop  Jewell,  and 
preached  bis  funeral  sermon  in  Salisbury  Cathedral,  1571.  He 
was  Fellow  of  All  Souls',  Oxford ;  and  Edward  Grant,  in  his 
Specilegwm,  calls  him  "  the  light  and  ornament  of  the  Univer- 
sity/' In  1565  he  signed  a  letter  petitioning  that  the  Puritan 
Thomas  Sampson  might  be  Dean  of  Christchurch.  He  was 
employed  upon  the  translation  called  the  Bishops'  Bible.  He 
read  Greek  to  the  Lady  Cecil,  Baroness  Burghley.1  William 
Hutchenson,  M.A.,  the  next  archdeacon,  became  rector  of  Rick- 
mansworth July  5th,  1581,  a  kinsman  and  probably  the  son 
of  Roger  Hutchenson,  the  Protestant  champion  and  friend  of 

1  Strype's  Parker,  ii.  223. 
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Thomas  Lever  at  St  John's,  Cambridge.1  He  is  thus  named 
in  the  Acta:  "1584.  Rickmansworth.  Mr.  William  Huchenson, 
the  vicar,  a  Master  of  Arts,  a  preacher,  of  late  not  resident, 
because  he  is  resident  all  the  winter  time  upon  his  other 
benefice  in  London,  called  St.  Christopher's-by-the-Stocke. 
Made  minister  about  five  years  since  by  Edmond,  Lord  Bishop 
of  Norwich.  He  hath  another  benefice  as  aforesaid,  and  is 
Archdeacon  of  St.  Albans.  He  is  of  honest  life  and  conversa- 
tion. The  living  is  small,  not  fit  to  maintain  a  preacher,  though 
the  charge  be  great,  the  gift  whereof  is  with  your  lordship  as 
Bishop  of  London."  During  his  stay  we  find  a  curate  here 
named  Josias  Lyde.  John  Stern  was  collated  to  this  vicarage 
in  1584.  He  had  matriculated  at  Trinity  College,  Cambridge, 
1560,  had  removed  to  Christ's,  and  took  his  B.A.  1564.  On 
March  7th,  1587-8,  he  removed  to  Witham  in  Essex,  having 
resigned  Rickmansworth.  He  was  a  Puritan,  and  was  sus- 
pended by  Convocation  April  2nd,  1606,  for  not  appearing  in 
obedience  to  its  summons.  On  November  12th,  1592,  he 
was  consecrated  suffragan  Bishop  of  Colchester,  and  was  the 
last  Protestant  suffragan  bishop  in  England,  down  to  1883. 
He  died  in  or  about  February,  1607-8.2  During  his  three  years' 
stay  at  Rickmansworth  we  find  the  following  charge  against 
him :  "  Our  minister  omits  the  Epistle  and  Gospel ;  he  doth  not 
wear  the  apparrell."  He  was  followed,  1588,  by  Tobias  Chalfont, 
who  is  designated  "  unlearned,  no  degree,  no  preacher/'  and  he 
is  named  as  one  of  those  who  "  has  been  corrected,"  though  we 
are  not  told  what  was  the  "correction"  administered. 

And  now,  in  1589,  we  come  to  the  name  of  William  Edmonds, 
who,  it  would  appear,  was  here  till  1643,  when  he  was  seques- 
tered by  the  Parliament,  and  actually  lived  to  be  restored  in 
1660,  and  to  hold  the  living  again  till  his  death  in  1670,  when 
he  must  have  been  above  a  century  old.  In  1594  we  have  this 
report :  "  Rickmansworth.    A  vicarage.    Patron,  Thomas,  Lord 

»  W.    Hutchenson    was    collated    to  February  18th,  1588-9,  was  made  prebend 

St.  Christopher's,  London,  January  17th  of  Wildland,  which  he  resigned  before  22 

following,  which  he  resigned  about  Oc-  October,  1590;  and  on  April  10th  folio  w- 

tober  1587,  and  to  the  church  of  St.  ing,  being  then  S.TJB.,  to  the  prebend  of 

Botolph,  Bishopsgate,  May  26th,  1584,  floxton,  which  he  resigned  before  Feb- 

which  he  resigned  in  1599.  On  August  ruary  22nd,  1605. — Newcourt,  Rep.,  i.  95. 
2nd,  1588,  he  was  admitted  to  the  vicarage  3  Strype,  Annals,  iv.  555 ;  Cooper,  Atk. 

of  Hutton,  in  Essex,  which  he  resigned  Cantab.,  ii.  469. 
before  the  April  30th  following,  and  on 
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Bishop  of  London.    Valued  at  £16.    William  Edmonds,  M.A., 

incumbent.    Resident,  a  preacher.     Communicants  about  800. 

Men  there  of  special  note .    No  recusants." x    The  following 

list  of  the  vicars  of  Rickmansworth  embodies  the  result  of  my 

investigations : — 

1896.  John  Cave.  1563.  David  Kempe,  ob.  1581. 

1408.  John  Atte  Crowche.  1581.  Giles  Lawrence. 

1475.  John  Wynton,  who  visits  Rome.  1581.  William    Hutchenson.      Josias 

(John  Wheathamsteadyii.  118,  Lyde,  curate. 

227,  237.)  1584.  John  Sterne. 

1480.  Thomas     Hemmingforth     (de-  1588.  Tobias  Chalfont 

prived).  1589.  William  Edmonds. 

1481.  Thomas  Cotton.  1644.  Thomas  Walley. 
1667.  William  Mann,  ob.  1559.  1646.  George  Swinnock,  M.A. 
1569.  Henry  Fynch,  ob.  1663.  1660.  W.  Edmonds  (restored). 

Edmonds  is  named  very  regularly  in  the  Acta,  but  he  seems 
to  have  had  a  very  even  course.  In  1620  he  furnished  a  calyver 
as  his  contribution  to  the  army.  In  1633  one  George  Child, 
of  Rickmansworth,  is  presented  before  the  Archdeacon's  Court 
m  for  driving  piggs  or  hoggs  through  the  churchyard  of  Watford 
by  a  consecrated  place."  And  on  December  20th,  1633,  Rick- 
mansworth is  censured  "  for  not  having  a  decent  and  comely 
font  for  baptism,  and  for  that  the  seats  in  the  chancel  where 
people  sit  to  receive  the  communion  are  too  high."  William 
Edmonds  is  one  of  Walker's  "  suffering  clergy/'  and  Walker's 
authority  is  Newcourt,  who  represents  Edmonds  as  here  from 
1589—1670. 

The  hostility  of  the  people  to  ritualistic  practices  appeared 
in  this  parish  in  1640  thus  :  "  26th  August,  1640,  St,  Albans, 
Hertford.  The  examination  of  Edmund  Aylee,  of  Bishop 
Stortford,  glazier,  taken  before  us  at  Rickmansworth.  The 
said  examinante  confesseth  that  upon  Sunday  last  he  with 
seven  other  soldiers  impressed  in  this  county,  whose  names  he 
saith  he  doth  not  know,  nor  the  name  of  any  one  of  them,  did 
come  into  the  church  of  Rickmansworth,  and  after  sermon  and 
service  ended  in  the  forenoon  did  there  wittingly  and  suddenly 
pull  down  and  break  in  pieces  the  rayle  about  the  communion 
table,  and  also  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  did  also 
wittingly  and  suddenly  break  down  and  deface  a  part  of  the 

1  Ada  in  St.  Albans  Abbey.    "Mary      1600.     William  Edmonds  vicar."— From 
Edmondes,  d.  of  William,  bap.  28th  Feb.,       Tramcript  Register. 
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cover  of  the  font,  bat  said  he  was  not  hired  nor  entreated  by 
any  body  to  do  the  same,  and  denies  that  he  hath  been  at  the 
pulling  down  of  the  rails  in  the  chancels  of  seventeen  churches, 
or  of  any  other  church  within  the  county.  He  confesseth  that 
on  Monday  night  last,  being  in  the  company  of  Mr.  James 
Philippe,  and  others  whose  name  he  doth  not  know,  at  the 
sign  of  the  'White  Hart/  in  Rickmansworth,  he  did  speak 
these  words, '  If  the  Scots  came  into  England,'"1  etc 

William  Edmonds,  upon  his  sequestration,  was  supplanted  by 
the  pious  Thomas  Wallet,  who  paid  the  fifth  part  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  vicarage  to  Mrs.  Edmonds,  as  the  following  references 
show: — "June  28th,  1645.2  It  is  ordered  that  the  minister  to 
whom  the  rectorie  of  Rickmansworth  in  the  county  of  Hertford 
is  sequestered,  do  show  cause  before  this  Committee  on  the  26th 
July  next  wherefore  he  refuseth  to  pay  unto  the  wife  of  Dr. 
Edmonds,  from  whom  the  same  is  sequestered,  the  fifth  part  of 
the  profits  of  the  said  rectorie  contrary  to  an  order  of  this 
Committee  on  that  behalf.  August  23rd,  1645.  It  is  ordered 
that  the  Committee  of  Parliament  sitting  at  St  Albans  be  and 
they  are  hereby  desired  to  determine  what  cause  can  be  shown 
why  Mr.  Walley,  to  whom  the  vicarage  of  Rickmansworth,  in 
the  countie  of  Hertford,  is  sequestered,  should  not  paie  a  pro- 
portion out  of  the  profits  of  the  said  vicarage  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  wife  and  children  of  Doctor  Edmonds,  from  whom  the  same 
is  sequestered,  and  to  hear  whatever  Mr.  Edmonds  shall  say  for 
himself  therein,  calling  before  them  and  examining  the  parties 
on  both  sides  in  the  said  cause,  and  to  certifie  the  same  to  this 
Committee.  June  30th,  1646.*  It  is  ordered  that  Mr.  Walley, 
to  whom  the  vicarage  of  Rickmansworth  in  the  county  of  Hert- 
ford is  sequestered,  do  show  cause  before  this  Committee  on  this 
day  fortnight  wherefore  he  relinquisheth  the  care  of  the  said 
church.  July  14th,  1646.  Upon  consideration  of  the  petition 
of  Mr.  Walley,  to  whom  the  vicarage  of  Rickmansworth,  in  the 
county  of  Hertford,  is  sequestered,  this  Committee  think  fit 
that  the  said  Mr.  Walley  doe  continue  in  the  said  vicarage  and 
the  sequestration  thereof,  according  to  his  petition,  and  do 
order  the  same  accordingly." 

«  Calendar  of  State  Papert,  Domtttic,  *  Add.  MSB.,  16669,  f.  190. 

1640.  *  Ibid^  15670,  f.  258. 
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Walley  relinquished  the  church  June  20th,  1646,  and  removed 
to  St.  Mary,  Whitechapel,  London,  whence  he  was  ejected  in 
1662,  and  went  to  New  England,  where  he  became  pastor  of 
the  church  at  Barnstaple,  and  "  with  his  charming  wisdom 
united  a  divided  flock.  He  was  a  well-accomplished  scholar, 
and  a  Christian  whom  the  graces  of  Christ  very  richly  adorned, 
but  most  of  all  that  which  has  most  of  Christianity  in  it — 
humility ;  and  by  that  virtue  he  was  eminently  serviceable  to 
make  all  quiet  wherever  he  came.  He  died  March  24th,  1678-9, 
aged  about  sixty-one.  He  published  a  sermon  entitled  BaJ/m  im, 
OUead  to  Heal  Sion's  Wownds,  preached  at  New  Plymouth 
January  1st,  1669,  the  day  before  the  elections  there.  He  was 
a  Millenarian." 1 

Thomas  Whalley  was  followed  at  Rickmansworth  by  a 
successor  hardly  less  eminent,  George  Swinnock,  M.A.  He 
was  born  at  Maidstone,  in  Kent,  and  educated  in  Cambridge. 
He  removed  thence  to  Oxford,  where  he  was  chosen  Fellow  of 
BaUioL  After  his  ordination  he  was  appointed  minister  of 
Rickmansworth,  and  his  name  occurs  among  the  signatures 
to  the  petition  of  Hertfordshire  ministers  in  favour  of  the 
Covenant  and  the  Directory  in  the  year  1646.  The  Commis- 
sioners appointed  by  Parliament  to  enquire  into  the  state  of 
Ecclesiastical  Benefices  in  1650  found  that  this  vicarage  was 
worth  £52  per  annum ;  that  the  cure  was  supplied  by  George 
Swinnocke  by  order  of  the  Committee  for  Plundered  Ministers, 
and  that  it  was  sequestered  from  William  Edmond,  clerk." 2  The 
following  provisions  were  made  for  the  augmentation  of  Mr. 
Swinnock's  income : — 

"  February  7th,  1650.  Whereas  the  Committee  for  Reforma- 
tion of  the  Universities  have  by  their  order  of  the  15th  of 
January  last  continued  unto  Mr.  George  Swinnock,  minister  of 
Rickmersworth,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  the  yearly  sum  of 
£27  and  one  boare  reserved  to  the  Bishops  of  London  out  of 
the  impropriated  rectory  of  Rickmersworth  aforesaid,  to  whom 
these  became  due  by  virtue  of  the  said  order  the  2nd  day  of 
February  last,  one  half  year's  rent  of  the  premises :  it  is 
ordered  that  Mr.  James  Elgby,  receiver  of  the  said  rent,  do 

i  Kather's  New  England,  part  iii.,  pp.  3  Lambeth  MBS.,  Survey,  voL  z. ;  Lana- 

222-3.  downe  31SS.,  469. 
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forthwith  pay  unto  the  said  Mr.  Swinnock  the  said  half  year's 
rent,  taking  the  said  Mr.  Swinnock  his  acquittance  for  the 
receipt  thereof. — Fra.  West,  Jo.  Pocock,  Richard  Yong,  John 
Thorowgood,  George  Cowper." 1 

"  October  4th,  1650.  Whereas  the  Committee  for  Plundered 
Ministers  have,  the  21st  November,  1649,  granted  the  yearly 
rent  of  £30  reserved  to  the  late  Bishop  of  London  out  of  the 
impropriate  rectory  of  Rickmersworth,  in  the  county  of  Hert- 
ford, for  increase  of  the  maintenance  of  the  minister  of  the 
parish  church  of  Rickmersworth  aforesaid,  unless  good  cause 
should  be  shown  to  the  contrary  before  that  Committee  on 
the  27th  December  then  next  ensuing  by  the  minister  of  the 
Abbey  Church  of  St.  Albans,  to  whom  the  same  was  by  order 
of  29th  September,  1648,  graunted,  on  which  day  there  being 
no  cause  shown  for  that  the  said  rent  ariseth  out  of  the  impro- 
priation of  Rickmersworth  aforesaid,  which  properly  ought  to 
be  paid  unto  the  minister  of  the  said  church  of  Rickmersworth, 
therefore  the  said  Committee  have,  May  24th,  1650,  ordered 
that  the  said  order  of  the  21st  November  should  be  made 
absolute,  and  that  the  said  £30  a  year  should  be  paid  to  Mr. 
George  Swinock,  minister  of  the  said  church  of  Rickmersworth. 
It  is  ordered  by  consent  of  both  parties  that  Mr.  Francis 
Church,  receiver  of  the  said  rent,  doe  forthwith  pay  unto  the 
said  Mr.  Swinock  and  Mr.  Tookey  minister  of  St.  Albans 
aforesaid,  the  sum  of  £30,  being  one  whole  year's  rent  of  the 
premises  to  them  due  on  or  about  the  24th  June  last,  the  said 
Mr.  Church  taking  the  said  Mr.  Swinock  and  Mr.  Tookey  their 
acquittance  for  the  receipt  thereof."  "  December  25th,  1657- 
These  trustees  having,  October  11th,  1655,  graunted  £24  14s.  Sd. 
yearly  and  a  boare,  or  so  much  money  as  the  same  should  be 
compounded  for,  unto  Mr.  George  Swinnock,  minister  of  Rick- 
mersworth, in  the  county  of  Hertford,  it  is  ordered  that  the 
yearly  sum  of  £30  be  granted  for  a  further  increase  of  main- 
tenance over  and  above  the  augmentation  of  £24  14a.  Sd.  a 
yeare  and  the  value  of  a  boare  formerly  granted  unto  him,  his 
Highness  and  Councell  having  approved  thereof." 

George  Swinnock  laboured  here  very  diligently  until  1660, 
when  he  was  ejected  to  make  way  for  the  old  incumbent, 

»  Lambeth  MSB.,  Aug.,  978, 979, 995. 
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William  Edmonds,  who  must  then  have  been  over  ninety  years 
of  age ;  and  how  this  patriarch  of  a  vicar  could  resume  and 
carry  on  the  duties  of  the  parish  is  a  mystery  unexplained. 
Swinnock  was  the  author  of  several  works: — The  Door  of  Salva- 
tion Opened,  1659 ;  The  Christian  Man's  Catting,  4to,  1661 ;  The 
Beauty  of  Magistrates,  1660 ;  Heaven  and  Hell  Epitorwized, 
1663 ;  The  Incomparableness  of  Ood9  etc.,  1672 ;  The  Sm- 
ner's  Last  Sentence ;  The  Life  of  Mr.  Thomas  Wilson,  of 
Maidstone,  and  several  occasional  sermons.  Upon  his  ejec- 
tion in  1660  he  removed  to  Great  Kymble,  Bucks,  where  he 
had  to  resign  his  living  upon  the  enforcement  of  the  Act  of 
Uniformity.  He  then  became  chaplain  to  Richard  Hampden, 
Esq.,  of  Hampden,  but  upon  the  coming  forth  of  the  Indul- 
gence in  1672  he  removed  to  his  native  town  of  Maidstone, 
where  he  became  pastor  to  a  considerable  congregation,  and 
died  November  10th,  1673.  He  was,  says  Calamy,1  a  man  of 
good  abilities,  a  serious,  warm;  practical,  useful  preacher.  We 
find  the  following  in  the  Registers  of  Rickmansworth : — "Sarah 
Swinocke,  daughter  of  George  Swinocke,  minister,  born  May  1, 
1654 ;  baptized  June  8."  In  the  beginning  of  the  book  : — "  Bee 
it  remembered  that  George  Swinnocke,  minister,  being  chosen 
by  the  inhabitants  of  Rickmersworth  above  said  to  be  the 
Parish  Register  of  the  sayd  parish,  according  to  an  Act  of  Par- 
liament bearing  date  the  24th  day  of  August  last  past,  came 
before  me  the  day  and  year  above  said,  and  was  sworn  and 
approved  of  to  be  the  sayd  parish  Register. — Alex.  Lynde, 
John  Chapman."  Marriages  are  signed  by  G.  Swinnock,  Regis- 
ter, down  to  1657. 

On  the  title  page  of  Tfte  Door  of  Salvation  Opened,  the 
author  describes  himself  as  "  George  Swinnocke,  M.A,  and 
pastor  of  Rickmersworth,  in  Hertfordshire."  There  is  a  dedi- 
cation "to  Sir  Charles  Herboard,  Kt,  Sir  Richard  Franklin, 
Kt,  John  Beresford,  Esq.,  Edward  Ironside,  Esq.,  Richard 
Beresford,  Esq.,  and  to  gentlemen,  yeomen,  and  the  rest  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Rickmersworth."  It  begins  thus : — 
"  It  is  the  custom  of  our  country  that  children  should  be  kept 
and  maintained  by  those  places  in  which  they  were  born. 
This  book  was  conceived  in  your  parish,  brought  forth  in  your 

1  Account,  p.  104. 
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pulpit,  and  now  presenteth  itself  to  you,  not  for  your  protection 
and  patronage,  but  for  your  perusal  and  practice.  .  .  .  My 
chief  work  is  and  hath  been  to  preach  unto  you  '  Repentance 
towards  God,  and  faith  in  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ/  First,  make  con- 
science of  and  be  diligent  about  the  means  of  grace.  Secondly, 
mind  the  religious  education  of  your  children.  Thirdly,  make 
sure  of  regeneration."  He  subscribes  himself,  "  Your  servant 
for  Jesus1  sake,  George  Swinnocke,  January  20th,  1659." 
There  are  epistles  to  the  reader  by  Ed.  Reynolds,  dated  January 
31st,  1659 ;  Richard  Baxter,  January  31st,  1659 ;  and  Thomas 
Watson,  "  from  my  study  at  Stephen  Walbrook,"  January  26th, 
1659.  The  work  is  full  of  bright  illustration  drawn  from 
nature,  from  the  classics,  from  home  life.  Take  this  about 
conscience: — "The  conscience  of  the  man  naturally  was  so 
hard  and  obdurate  that  as  ice,  through  the  extremity  and 
continuance  of  a  great  frost,  you  might  have  driven  carts 
heavy  laden  over  it  and  it  would  not  break ;  though  mountains 
of  lust,  more  heavy  than  lead,  lay  upon  him,  he  complained 
not  (Jer.  viii.  6).  But  now  his  conscience  is  as  the  water 
which  has  such  a  tender  film  of  ice  upon  it,  that  it  yieldeth  at 
the  least  touch ;  a  small  stroke  of  sin  maketh  an  impression 
upon  it."  Again  as  to  the  memory : — "  This  Master  of  the 
Rolls,  or  keeper  of  the  ancient  records,  was  formerly  as  a 
grating,  suffering  the  pure  and  clear  water  to  go  through, 
retaining  only  the  mud  and  filth;  but  now  it  is  like  a  fan 
casting  away  the  chaff,  and  keeping  the  good  corn/' 

George  Swinnock's  other  works  are  likewise  full  to  overflow- 
ing of  apt  and  telling  illustration.  The  Christian  Man's  Calling, 
or  a  Treatise  of  Making  Religion  One's  Business,  is  dedicated  to 
"  Richard  Hampden,  of  Hampden,  in  Bucks,  and  the  Hon.  Lady 
Lsetitia  Hampden,  his  vertuous  consort."  He  says,  "  The  place  to 
which  I  am  presented  hath  not  half  a  maintenance,  nor  so  much 
as  a  house  belonging  to  the  minister ;  but  the  Lord  hath  given 
you  such  compassion  to  souls,  that  you  have  given  me  both  a 
convenient  dwelling,  and  a  considerable  maintenance,  besides 
the  tithes,  above  £70  per  annum  out  of  your  own  inheritance." 
Heaven  and  HeU  Epitomised  is  dedicated  to  "my  esteemed 
friend,  Richard  Beresford,  Esq.,  Clerk  of  the  Pleas  to  his 
Majesty's  Court  of  Exchequer."    In  it  he  says : — 
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"  I  did  not  think  myself  little  bound  to  that  providence 
which  gave  you  relation  to  that  parish  [Rickmansworth] 
whereof  I  was  once  minister.  •  .  .  The  great  affection  which 
you  bear  to  the  souls  of  the  people,  amongst  whom  you  were 
born,  is  worthy  of  imitation ;  and  so  is  your  care  and  cost  in 
scattering  some  practical  and  home  treatises  in  several  families, 
for  soul-charity  is  the  soul  of  charity/'  There  is  also  an 
Epistle  to  the  Reader,  especially  of  the  parish  of  Rickmers- 
worth,  in  Hertfordshire,  and  Borden,  in  Kent.  "  I  was  called," 
he  says,  "  to  preach  a  sermon  at  Borden,  in  Kent,  October  17th, 
1658,  at  the  funeral  of  a  grave,  religious,  gentle  woman,  Mistress 
Beresford,  widow  of  Mr.  Michael  Beresford,  a  learned,  painful, 
godly  minister  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  who  had  a  good  report 
of  all  men  (that  feared  God  and  knew  Him),  and  of  the  truth 
itself.  He  was  minister  of  the  above-named  parish  above  twenty 
years.  I  was,  after  the  preaching  of  it,  requested  to  publish  it, 
and  to  enlarge  it ;  which  desires  I  was  willing  to  satisfy,  partly 
out  of  the  great  respect  I  did  bear  to  one  especially  that 
earnestly  begged  it, — Mr.  John  Beresford,  Citizen  and  Apothe- 
cary, one  that  feareth  the  Lord  above  many, — but  chiefly  out 
of  the  weak  desire  I  had  to  be  instrumental  for  the  conversion 
of  the  souls  of  them  to  whom  the  sermon  was  preached,  and  of 
the  parish  which  the  Lord  had  committed  to  my  charge.  I 
considered  with  myself  that  by  reason  of  my  sickly  and  infirm 
body  I  was  not  likely  to  continue  long  with  that  people  to 
which  the  providence  of  God  did*  at  first  join  me,  and  from 
which  far  greater  thipgs  could  never  divorce  me  ;  and,  there- 
fore, it  might  not  be  needless  to  leave  them  some  testimony  of 
my  unfeigned  desires  of  their  eternal  welfare." 

The  Fading  of  the  Flesh  and  Flourishing  of  Faith,  1662,  is 
dedicated  "to  the  courteous  Mrs.  Jane  Swinnock,  widow  of 
Mr.  Caleb  Swinnock,  late  of  Maidstone,  deceased,"  beginning 
"  honoured  cousin,"  and  "  to  the  Mayor,  with  the  Recorder, 
Jurats,  Common  Council,  and  the  rest  of  the  inhabitants  of 
(his  native  town)  Maidstone,  in  Kent.  ...  In  testimony  of 
my  unfeigned  love,  I  present  you  with  this  brief  discourse. 
The  occasion  of  it  was  the  death  of  your  neighbour,  and  my 
dear  relative,  Master  Caleb  Swinnock  (who  was  interred  May 
21st,  1662),  whose  father  and  grandfather  had  three  or  four 
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times  enjoyed  the  highest  honour,  and  exercised  the  highest 
office  in  your  Corporation.  ...  I  had  the  happiness  to  be 
brought  up  some  time  with  him  in  his  father's,  Mr.  Robert 
Swinnock's,  family,  whose  house  had  Holiness  to  the  Lord 
written  on  it." 

Ths  Pastor's  Fcvrewdl  and  Wish  of  Welfare  to  his  People, 
or  a  Valedictory  Sermon,  1662.  In  this  we  find  the  following 
reference  to  his  life  and  work  at  Rickmansworth.  "  Beloved 
friends,  I  esteem  it  my  duty  and  privilege  that  I  may  write 
after  the  Apostle's  pious  copy  (Acts  xx.  32) ;  ye  are  the  people 
to  which  I  was  first  called  to  be  a  pastor;  though  opportunity 
hath  sometimes  been  offered  for  greater  preferment,  yet  I  still 
waved  all  thoughts  of  leaving  my  first  love  and  removal  to 
any  other  parish.  I  have  been  amongst  you  these  eleven 
years,  and  cannot  wholly  complain  that  I  have  spent  my 
strength  in  vain  and  laboured  in  vain;  some  have  acknow- 
ledged that  they  are  the  seals  of  my  ministry,  others  that  God 
hath  made  me  instrumental  for  their  increase  of  grace.  God's 
power  hath  appeared  in  my  weakness,  and  His  mercy  been 
manifest  in  my  unworthiness.  ...  I  cannot  but  acknowledge 
that  many  of  you  have  had  much  hearty  kindness  and  respect 
for  me,  not  only  above  my  deserts,  but  much  above  what  any 
parish  that  I  have  known  or  heard  of  in  the  county  have  had 
for  their  minister." 

Erom  the  extracts  that  we  have  given,  it  is  evident  that 
George  Swinnock  was  a  man  of  no  common  learning,  talent, 
and  piety.  His  writings  show  wide  classical  knowledge, 
acquaintance  with  the  Fathers,  and  great  power  and  variety  of 
illustration ;  they  also  indicate  deep  and  earnest  piety.  How 
highly  favoured  Rickmansworth  was  in  such  a  ministry  I 
Yet  we  find  trace  of  the  Quaker  element  springing  up  in 
the  district.  Thus,  for  example,  in  one  of  his  discourses  he 
says : — "  Possibly  thou  art  one  of  the  new  fangled  opinionists 
of  our  unhappy  times  that  are  above  ordinances.  I  must  tell 
thee  that  to  live  above  ordinances  is  to  live  below  a  saint. 
He  that  doth  not  reckon  the  means  of  grace  his  greatest 
privilege  on  this  side  the  place  of  glory  may  well  question 
whether  he  ever  enjoyed  God  in  them :  methinks  the  beggar 
should  know  that  door  again  at  which  he  had  a  large  alms,  a 
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fall  bait  (James  i.  18,  19  ;  1  Peter  ii.  2,  3,  4).  A  child,  indeed, 
may  forbear  his  meat  either  in  a  fit  of  sullenness  or  under 
some  disease ;  but  if  he  be  a  child,  his  dogged  fit  will  be  over, 
he  will  get  the  mastery  of  his  distemper,  and  fall  to  his  food 
again. 

Upon  the  restoration  of  Edmonds x  all  was  not  changed  in 
the  church  at  Rickmansworth.  Dr.  Edmund  Staunton,  when 
in  1660  he  was  ejected  from  the  Mastership  of  Christ  Church 
College,  Oxford,  came  to  Rickmansworth,  "  where  he  had  soon 
a  very  kind  welcome  from  the  gentry  as  a  gentleman,  and  from 
private  Christians  as  a  minister  of  Jesus  Christ.  His  first  and 
principal  design  after  he  had  been  there  awhile,  was  to  make 
way  for  the  settlement  of  an  able  minister  among  them,  reckon- 
ing that  one  of  the  best  accommodations  to  a  house  was 
wanting  when  that  was  wanting.  And  he  used  to  say  that 
Rickmansworth  was  a  good  place  if  there  were  better  water, 
meaning  a  better  ministry.  And  that  his  design  took  no 
better  effect,  it  was  not  through  any  neglect  or  default  of  his, 
having  used  all  means  in  his  power  to  have  brought  it  to  pass. 
Yet  he  himself  quickly  found  the  way  to  the  pulpit;  and 
because  the  entrance  was  narrower  than  in  some  other  places, 
lie  sought  a  wider  door,  and  more  effectual;  and  indeed  he 
found  out  about  twenty  more  in  other  places;  scarce  one 
Sabbath  passed  but  he  preached  the  Gospel  of  the  kingdom  in 
a  new  pulpit,  and  though  he  was  old  and  somewhat  infirm,  yet 
rarely  did  he  content  himself  with  once,  but  preached  twice 
a  day.  Thus  '  this  good  man,  in  labours  more  abundant  than 
many  others,  in  the  morning  sowed  his  seed,  and  in  the  evening 
withheld  not  his  hand,  so  liberal  he  was  of  his  spiritual  alms. 
And  like  St.  Paul  (Rom.  xv.  19),  from  Rickmansworth  even 
round  about  unto  the  utmost  borders  of  the  county,  yea,  in  the 

1  Edmonds  was  succeeded  in  1670  by  1679."  There  was  a  William  Packer 
Saxuej<  Packer,  who  was  his  assistant  among  the  Triers  in  1654. — Hanbury, 
before.  We  find  in  the  Registers,  "  An  Memorials  of  the  Independents,  iii.  423. 
infant  son  of  Samuel  Packer  minister  and  The  following  also  are  from  the  Rick- 
Susanna  his  wife,  buried  17th  Feb.,  1667.  mansworth  registers . — "  Henry  Twichet, 
Samuel  Packer,  son  of  Samuel  Packer  minister,  buried  Dec.  24th,  1659.  Eliza- 
minister  and  Susanna  his  wife,  born  29th  beth  Staunton*,  daughter  of  Francis  and 
Jan.,  baptized  5th  Feb.,  1668.  Edward,  Elizabeth,  buried  26th  June,  1662.  The 
son  of  Samuel  Packer  near  of  this  parish,  wife  of  Roger  Twitchet,  sen.,  buried  28th 
baptized  26th  March,  1672.  John,  son  March,  1668.  Margery  Twitchet,  relict 
of  Samuel  Packer  minister  of  this  parish  of  Henry  Twitchett,  minister,  was  buried 
and  Susanna  his  wife,  baptized  81st  July,  81st  July,  1677." 
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neighbouring  counties  also,  he  was  willing  to  spend  and  be 
spent  in  the  service  of  his  Master,  Jesus  Christ;'  thus  he  con- 
tinued constantly  preaching  till  that  black  day,  August  24th, 
1662."1 

In  the  year  1672  William  Penn,  the  Quaker,  came  to  live 
at  Bickmansworth.  The  only  son  of  Admiral  Penn,  he  was 
born  in  London  1644,  educated  at  Chigwell  in  Essex,  and 
studied  at  Christ  Church,  Oxford.  Here,  through  the  preaching 
of  Thomas  Loe,  he  began  to  withdraw  from  attendance  on  the 
public  worship  of  the  Established  Church,  and  to  hold  private 
prayer-meetings.  Afterwards,  at  Cork,  in  Ireland,  he  heard 
Loe  again,  and  began  to  attend  the  Quakers'  meetings.  In 
1668  he  began  to  preach;  in  1670  he  was  imprisoned  six 
months  in  Newgate.  In  1672  he  married  Gulielma  Springett, 
the  beautiful,  amiable,  and  well-educated  daughter  of  Sir 
William  Springett;  and  now  in  his  twenty-eighth  year  he 
took  a  house  in  Bickmansworth,  known  as  the  "  Basing  House," 
and  now  in  the  occupation  of  B.  W.  Henderson,  surgeon. 
Having  ample  means,  his  poorer  brethren  received  great  kind- 
ness from  him,  and  .Bickmansworth  soon  became  an  important 
centre  of  Quakerism.  In  1677,  together  with  Fox,  he  went  to 
Germany ;  and  in  1680  the  grant  of  territory  which  he  called 
Pennsylvania  was  made  to  him  by  Charles  II.  In  1682  he 
crossed  the  Atlantic  and  founded  Philadelphia,  and  returned 
in  1685.  He  died  30th  July,  1718.  He  had,  while  at  Bick- 
mansworth, a  controversy  with  John  Faldo  of  Barnet. 

Bichard  Baxter  also  had  a  controversy  with  William  Penn 
at  Bickmansworth.  "  Being  driven  from  home,"  writes  Baxter, 
"  and  having  an  old  licence  of  the  bishop's  still  in  force,  by  the 
countenance  of  that  and  the  great  industry  of  Mr.  Bichard 
Beresford,  clerk  of  the  exchequer,  I  had  leave  and  invitation 
for  ten  Lord's  days  to  preach  in  the  parish  churches  round 
about.  The  first  parish  that  I  preached  in  after  thirteen  years' 
ejection  and  prohibition  (in  1675)  was  Bickmansworth ;  and 
after  that  at  Sarrat,  at  King's  Langley,  at  Chessam,  at  Chal- 
ford,  and  at  Amersham ;  and  that  often  twice  a  day.  Those 
heard  that  had  not  come  to  church  for  seven  years,  and  two 
or  three  thousand  heard  where  scarce  a  hundred  were  wont 

1  Clark's  Lives,  164 ;  Mayo's  Life  qf  Dr.  Staunton. 
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to  come;  and  with  so  much  attention  and  willingness,  as  gave 
me  very  great  hopes  that  I  never  spake  to  them  in  vain.  And 
thus  soul  and  body  had  these  special  mercies. 

u  The  counties  about  Rickmansworth  abounding  with 
Quakers,  because  Mr.  W.  Penn,  their  captain,  dwelleth  there,  I 
was  desirous  that  the  poor  people  should  once  hear  what  was 
to  be  said  for  their  recovery.  Which  coming  to  Mr.  Penn  s  ears, 
he  was  forward  to  a  meeting,  where  we  continued  speaking  to 
two  rooms  full  of  people  (fasting)  from  ten  o'clock  till  five, 
one  lord  and  two  knights,  and  four  conformable  ministers, 
besides  others,  being  present,  some  all  the  time,  and  some  part. 
The  success  gave  me  cause  to  believe  that  it  was  not  labour 
lost."1  Perm's  language  to  Baxter  in  two  of  his  letters  is  not 
very  brotherly.  He  tells  Baxter,  "  I  perceive  the  skurvey  of 
the  mind  is  thy  distemper,  and  1  fear  it  is  incurable.  I  had 
rather  be  Socrates  in  the  Day  of  Judgment  than  Richard 
Baxter." 

A  small  estate  near  the  modern  Christ's  Church,  Chorley 
Wood,  has  been  long  the  property  (says  Mr.  Cussans)  "  of  the 
Rev.  S.  Thompson's  family.  At  the  end  of  the  garden  adjoin- 
ing the  road  is  a  piece  of  ground  which  had  been  used  for 
a  hundred  and  fifty  years  as  a  cemetery  by  the  Society  of 
Friends,  the  last  buried  there  being  Emmett  Skidmore,  Mickle- 
field  Hall.  Penn,  as  we  have  seen,  left  Rickmansworth  in 
1678.  The  Quakers  who  did  not  accompany  him  to  America 
assembled  themselves  for  worship  at  the  house  of  a  family 
named  Wilson,  living  at  Chorley  Wood,  and  it  was  the  end 
of  the  garden  belonging  to  that  house  that  was  dedicated  to 
the  purposes  of  a  burying-ground.  The  last  of  the  name  of 
Wilson  who  possessed  the  estate  bequeathed  it  to  his  nephew, 
George  Thomson,  who,  though  he  had  ceased  to  be  a  member 
of  the  society,  desired  to  be  buried  in  the  old  Quaker 
ground."2  Chorley  Wood  is  on  the  border  of  Herts,  but  in 
Bucks. 

The  following  notices  indicate  the  presence  of  Nonconfor- 
mity in  the  parish  after  the  Restoration : — 

"  1669.  Rickmansworth.  A  conventicle  at  ye  house  of  Tho. 
Lovet,  sen.,  John  Wingfield,  farmer,  and  John  Turner,  weaver. 

i  Sylrester'e  Baxter,  Part  iiL,  p.  174.  3  Cumans,  Cashio,  136. 
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Preachers  and  Teachers,  Captain  Turner  of  Amersham,  malster ; 
and  Wm.  Ayres  of  Watford,  barber." 1 

"August  29th,  1709.  This  is  to  give  you  notice  that  the 
dwelling-house  of  Walter  Tredway  of  Charles  Wood,  in  the 
parish  of  Rickmansworth,  in  the  county  of  Herts,  is  designed 
as  a  meeting-house  for  the  worship  of  God  by  Protestant 
Dissenters  from  the  Church  of  England,  commonly  called 
Presbyterians.    Jabez  Earle."2 

The  following  places  of  religious  worship  have  also  been 
certified  by  Protestant  Dissenters  at  Rickmansworth : — 

(1)  302.  Hole  Farm,  Rickmansworth,  Baptists,  by  Nathan  Sharman, 

11th  May,  1791. 

(2)  357.   Blackets,    Rickmansworth,   Baptists,    by   Nathan    Sharman, 

17th  April,  1794. 

(3)  471.  Building  at  Mile  End,  Rickmansworth,  Independents,  certified 

by  John  Reeve,  senior,  8th  September,  1798. 

(4)  559.  Barn  of  S.  Salter,  Rickmansworth,  by  W.  Groser,  8th  July, 

1802. 

(5)  668.  Clements,    Rickmansworth,    Baptists,    by  Nathan    Sharman, 

19th  August,  1807. 

(6)  693.  House  of  Thomas  Wilson,  Rickmansworth,  by  James  Alien, 

27th  April,  1808. 

(7)  761.  Rickmansworth,  Independents,    David   East,    minister,    23rd 

November,  1810. 

(8)  854.  House  of  John  Jones,  Rickmansworth,  Independents,  Daniel 

Dorset,  minister,  29th  April,  1813. 

(9)  858.  House  of  Daniel  Rogers,  Rickmansworth,  Wm.  Foxwell,  minister, 

19th  May,  1813. 

(10)  879.  House  of  George  Simmons,  Rickmansworth,  Independents, 

B.  W.  Newland,  Hoxton  Old  College,  2nd  July,  1814. 

(11)  951.  Croxley  House,  Rickmansworth,  Nathan  Sharman,  minister, 

26th  April,  1816. 

(12)  964.  Building  at  Chorley  Wood,  Wm.  Lewis,  22nd  August,  1816. 

(13)  1184.  House  at  Home  Hill,  Rickmansworth,  Wm.  Gillibrand,  29th 

April,  1820. 

(14)  1187.  House  in  Batchworth,  Rickmansworth,  John  Bond,  8th  June, 

1820. 

(15)  1282.  Building,  Rickmansworth,  certified  by  W.  Sinfield,  7th  May, 

1822. 

(16)  1309.  House  in  Rickmansworth,  by  Thos.  Chester,  Chorley  Wood, 

10th  January,  1823. 

(17)  1440.  Ebenezer    Chapel,   Rickmansworth,    Baptists,    certified   by 

W.  Jordan,  22nd  April,  1825, 

>  Lambeth  MS&,  639.  *  Ada,  Axchd.  St.  Albans. 
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(18)  1495.  Boom,   Batch-heath,   Rickmansworth,   Baptists,    by   David 

Ines,  13th  January,  1826. 

(19)  1857.  Solomon's  Hill,  Rickmansworth,  Baptists,  by  Spencer  Benham, 

gent.,  3rd  March,  1833. 

(20)  Building  of  James  Austin,  Rickmansworth,  for  Protestants,  certified 

by  James  Austin,  James  Meadmore,  John  Roddam. 

(21)  Dwelling  of  Richard  Swain,  Ghorley  Wood,  for  Protestants,  13th 

December,  1842,  certified  by  George  Grigg,  W.   Swain 
Thomas  Scribbans. 

(22)  Building  at  Rickmansworth,  for  Protestant  Dissenters,  2nd  Decem- 

ber, 1844,  certified  by  Thomas  Tracey,  Joseph  Coll,  James 
Church.  Thomas  Freeman,  Thomas  Collins. 

On  September  7th,  1798,  a  chapel  was  opened  by  the  Inde- 
pendents at  Mill  End  (see  above,  No.  471).  The  congregation 
which  existed  previously  had  been  united  to  a  neighbouring 
one.  Mr.  Lidden,  of  Hemel  Hempsted,  delivered  a  lecturie.1 
On  March  11th,  1811,  another  Congregational  chapel  was  opened 
at  Rickmansworth,  when  J.  H.  Cox  of  St.  Albans  and  J.  Lief- 
child  preached. 

RIDGE. 
Acres,  3,607 ;  pop.,  406 ;  value,  £190. 

Sir  Henry  Blunt  was  born  at  Tittenhanger,  in  this  parish, 
loth  December,  1602,  educated  at  the  Free  School,  St.  Albans, 
where  he  made  such  large  steps  in  learning,  that  before  he  was 
fourteen  he  was  transplanted  to  Trinity  College,  Oxford.  He 
was  a  follower  of  the  King  in  the  beginning  of  the  civil  war 
of  1640,  but  he  changed  in  1648,  and  sided  with  the  Parliament. 
The  reason  of  this  change  was  probably  his  marriage  with 
Hester,  relict  of  Sir  William  Main  waring,  Cheshire,  and  daughter 
of  Christopher  Wase,  of  Upper  Holloway.  He  was  appointed 
on  the  Committee  20th  January,  1651,  to  regulate  the  abuses 
of  the  law,  and  showed  himself  active  against  the  payment  of 
tithes,  and  would  have  had  every  minister  of  the  Gospel  not 
to  have  above  £100  a  year.  In  1655  he  was  appointed  by 
the  Protector,  Oliver  Cromwell,  on  the  Committee  to  consider 
the  trade  and  navigation  of  the  Commonwealth.  He  was  a 
great  traveller,  and  was  possessed  of  "  clear  judgment,  great 
experience,  much  contemplation/'     He  did  not  come  into  pos- 

1  Evan.  Mag.f  vii.  41. 
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session  of  Tittenhanger  until  the  death,  in  1654,  of  his  brother, 
Thomas  Pope  Blunt.  In  1661  he  was  sheriff  for  the  county, 
and  died  9th  October,  1682,  at  Tittenhanger,  aged  eighty  years, 
owing  his  length  of  life  to  the  temperance  of  his  last  forty 
years,  while  he  drank,  instead  of  stronger  liquors,  nothing  but 
water.  He  was  buried  October  11th,  in  the  vault  at  Ridge.1 
This  Thomas  Pope  Blunt  gave  the  Committees  of  Parliament 
some  trouble  in  the  appointment  of  ministers  to  the  church  of 
Ridge. 

The  first  notice  we  have  of  vicara  of  Ridge  is  in  John 
Whethamstede's  Register,  where  James  Waleys  is  appointed 
to  "  Rudge "  by  Henry  Frowyk,  1462,  in  place  o*  Sir  John 
Bernard,  who  had  been  indicted  for  treason  and  felony.* 
Then  followed  two  successive  vicars,  perhaps  father  and  son, 
of  the  name  of  Thickthorp.8  In  the  Acta  of  the  Archdeaconry 
the  first  name  we  meet  is  that  of  "  Thomas  Gregory,  minister, * 
who  signs  the  transcript  register  in  1568.  Next  comes  "  William 
Brooke,  curate/'  in  1574,  and  soon  after,  i.e.,  in  1578,  the  cele- 
brated Edmund  Peacham  appears.  He  was  born  in  or  about 
the  year  1555,  probably  in  the  parish  of  North  Mimms,  where 
his  brother,  the  persecuted  Henry  Peacham,  was  born,  and  was 
at  first  curate,  but  afterwards  vicar.  He  probably  had  been 
educated  at  the  same  school  with  his  brother,  who  writes,  "  I 
had,  I  remember  myself,  near  St.  Albans,  in  Hertfordshire, 
where  I  was  born,  a  master  who  by  no  entreaty  would  teach 
any  scholar  he  had  further  than  his  father  had  learned  before 
him ;  as,  if  he  had  only  learned  but  to  read  English,  the  son, 
though  he  went  with  him  seven  years,  should  go  no  further ; 
his  reason  was,  they  would  prove  saucy  rogues  and  controul 
their  fathers." 4  However  this  may  have  been,  we  find  them 
almost  side  by  side,  Henry  at  North  Mimms  as  curate,  and 
Edmund  at  Ridge  in  1578, — no  doubt  his  first  charge,  as  he 
would  then  be  about  twenty-three  years  of  age.  Edmund 
Peacham  was  not  allowed  to  stay  long  here  because  of  his  non- 
conformity. On  April  6th,  1582,  we  find  the  entry,  "Edmund 
Peacham,  our  minister,  doth  not  wear  the  surplesse.  He  doth 
omit  the  cross  in  baptism.     He  doth  not  many  times  use  the 

»  Add.  MBS.,  B.  M.,  24, 120,  fol.  88.  <  The  Complect  Gentleman,  by  Henry 

9  Whethamstede,  ed.  Riley,  ii.  11.  Peacham,  ed.  3rd,  p.  27. 

3  Clutterbuck,  i.  213. 
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Book  of  Common  Prayer."  In  1584  we  find  the  following 
report :  "  Ridge.  Mr.  Edmund  Peacham  the  vicar,  no  graduate, 
a  preacher  admitted,  resident,  made  minister  by  your  lordship, 
aj>.  1581.  He  hath  none  other  benefice  or  promotion.  He  is 
of  honest  life.  The  living  is  small,  not  fit  for  a  preacher,  and 
in  the  gift  of  Dr.  Smyth,  the  physician." *  Edmund  Peacham 
afterwards  became  rector  of  Hinton  St.  George,  Somerset,  and 
was  there  deprived  in  1614  by  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury, 
"for  a  libel  against  the  Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells  and  other 
libels."  On  January  5th,  1615,  he  was  committed  for  "  sedi- 
tious discourses."  On  January  18th  "the  Council  write  to 
Secretary  Winwood,  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  Lieutenant  of 
the  Tower,  and  others,  and  require  them  to  examine  Edmund 
Peacham,  prisoner  in  the  Tower,  respecting  his  authorship  of 
a  " treasonable"  book,  and  if  he  should  be  obstinate  in  refusing 
to  give  needful  information  to  use  the  manacles.  February  9th 
Peacham,  though  sixty  years  old,  was  racked;  but  nothing 
could  be  got  from  him.  The  King  (James  I.)  was  much  incensed 
against  him.  March  17th  the  minister  of  Hinton  is  sent  to 
the  Tower,  who  said  that  "  gold  or  silver  he  had  none,  but  he 
would  pray  for  the  King ;  though  old  he  has  been  racked,  and 
his  study  searched."  In  judging  of  James  I/s  character,  it  is 
necessary  to  keep  in  view  his  vindictiveness  and  cruelty  to 
this  poor  man.  Peacham  had  not  published  the  paper  alleged 
to  be  treasonable.  His  study  was  searched,  and  his  private 
MSS.  brought  against  him;  and  though  over  sixty,  by  the 
King's  command  he  is  tortured.  He  was  sent  down  to  Somerset 
to  be  tried,  and  a  judge  after  him,  already  pledged  to  give 
judgment  against  him.  On  August  24th,  1615,  he  was  tried  and 
condemned  for  high  treason,  though  he  pleaded  that  he  had 
no  assistance  in  compiling  the  work,  that  Sir  John  Sydenham 
confirmed  parts  of  it,  but  was  not  the  author ;  that  he  intended 
no  harm,  and  would  have  taken  out  the  venom  before  he  pub- 
lished it ;  and  that  he  can  confess  no  more  though  offered  life 
to  reveal  all.  On  January  24th,  1616,  Lord  Carew  writes  to 
Sir  T.  Rose :  "  August  Peacham,  a  minister,  was  sentenced 
to  be  hanged,  drawn,  and  quartered,  for  writing  a  sermon 
against  the  King  and  Government,  but  execution  is  stayed." 

1  MS.  in  St.  Albans  Abbey,  belonging  to  the  Acta. 
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And  on  March  17th,  1616,  we  have  it  recorded  that  poor 
Peacham  the  minister  died  in  Taunton  gaol,1  no  less  murdered 
than  if  he  had  been  hanged. 

He  was  followed  by  Gilbert  Smyth,  1st  December,  1587, 
of  whom  we  are  told,  in  1588,  "  Mr.  Smyth,  while  vicar  of 
Ridge,  hath  profited"  by  the  task  appointed  to  those  who 
were  not  graduates  to  learn  the  first  ten  chapters  of  the 
Epistle  to  the  Romans.  Gilbert  Smyth  was  not  here  long, 
for  in  1589  we  find  Thomas  Neal,  B.A.  In  that  year  Mr. 
Neal,  of  Ridge,  is  presented  before  the  Archdeacon  for  not 
reading  the  Litany  on  saints9  days,  and  for  not  reading  the 
Book  of  Homilies;  for  celebrating  the  Communion  before 
fully  instituted,  and  admitting  one  to  be  surety  at  Baptism 
who  had  not  received  the  Communion.  In  1594  we  have  the 
following  account  of  the  parish:  " Ridge,  a  vicarage.  The 
patron  we  know  not  certainly.  Valued  at  £6  10*.  4d.  Thomas 
Neale,  B.A.,  serveth  the  cure ;  never  as  yet  instituted  nor 
inducted.  Communicants .  Men  of  note .  No  recu- 
sants/' Thomas  Neal  is  named  again  as  still  here  in  1595 ; 
but  in  1598  we  have  the  name  of  W.  Francis,  in  1602  John 
Crayford,  in  1610  Naariah  Gladman2  (whom  we  find  at  South 
"Miming  1618),  and  in  1612  Thomas  Bristow,  vicar,  side  by  side 
with  N.  Gladman.  In  1618  Nathaniel  String  appears,  who, 
in  1620,  gives  a  calyver  furnished  as  his  contribution  to  the 
army.  In  the  registers  is  the  following  "memorandum  of 
Nathaniel  String,  Bac.  in  Art.  and  vicar  of  Ridge,  being  inducted 
September  29th,  1618,  read  and  subscribed  to  the  Book  of 
Articles  agreed  upon  by  the  Archbishop  and  Bishops  of  both 
Provinces,  and  the  whole  clergie  in  the  convocation  holden  at 
London  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  God  1562.  October  11th, 
1618."  String  was  followed  in  1627  by  Griffith  Roberts,  who 
had  been  curate  at  Bayford  from  1624.    The  Register  names 

»  Calendar  of  State  Papers  Dom.  1615,  »  Newcouit  -Rg>.,  i.  874,  728.  The 
James  I.  The  behaviour  of  Francis  Bacon  following  entries  occur  in  the  Register 
towards  Edmund  Peacham,  taking  part  of  Baptisms  :  "  February  30th.  1612, 
in  the  torturing  and  tampering  with  the  Frances,  the  daughter  of  Naariah  Glad- 
fair  course  of  justice  against  him,  is  a  foul  man,  vicar.  September  23rd,  1618,  James, 
blot  on  Bacon's  character.  It  can  only  son  of  Naariah  Gladman,  vicar.  June 
be  accounted  for  by  some  personal  grudge,  27th,  1615,  Maria,  daughter  of  Naariah 
dating  back  probably  to  the  days  when  the  Gladman  and  Elizabeth  his  wife.  Hay 
two  men  were  near  neighbours.  For  a  full  4th,  1617,  Hester,"  etc 
account  see  8.  B.  Gardiner's  Bittory.Jamet 
/.,  chap.  xviiL,newed.  vol.  ii.,pp.  272 — 282. 


cabhio.]  RIDGE.  828 

some  of  his  children.  "November  11th,  1633,  Sarah,  the 
daughter  of  Mr.  Griffith  Roberts  and  Frances  his  wife,  baptized. 
John,  ditto,  August  21st,  1636;  Joseph,  23rd  September,  1638; 
Ellin,  11th  July,  1640." 

Griffith  Roberts  figures  both  in  Walker's  Sufferings  of  the 
Clergy  and  in  White's  Century.    Walker  says, "  He  was  turned 
out  about  October  1643,  by  the  House  of  Commons,  who  at 
the  same  time  thrust  in  one  Joseph  Gastrell  into  the  living. 
The  crimes  alleged  against  him,  as  they  are  represented  in  the 
Century,  were  his  observing  the  orders  of  the  Church,  declaring 
himself  earnestly  against  the  Rebellion,  and  being  a  common 
drunkard,  a  drinker  of  healths,  and  using  to  quarrel  with  such 
as  would  not  pledge  him."    He  is  thus  described  in  the  Century : 
"  27.  The  benefice  of  Griffith  Roberts,  vicar  of  the  parish  of  Ridge, 
in  the  county  of  Hertford,  is  sequestered,  for  that  he  hath  not 
only  practised  late  innovations,  and  neglected  the  public  fast, 
and  employed  his  neighbours  to  carry  home  wood  for  him 
upon  a  fast  day,  but  hath  openly  declared  the  Earl  of  Essex 
and  all  his  followers  and  armies  of  the  Parliament  to  be  traitors. 
And  that  the  said  Roberts  is  a  common  drunkard,  and  tippler 
in  alehouses,  and  drinker  of  healths,  quarrelling  with  them 
that  will  not  pledge  him  therein." *    In  the  Commons  Jowr- 
nale*  October  7th,  1643,  we  find  " an  Order  for  sequestering 
the  Rents  and  Profitts  of  the  vicarage  of  Ridge,  whereof 
Griffith  Roberts  was  late  vicar,  to  the  use  of  Mr.  Joseph 
Gastrell,  a  godly  and  orthodox  divine,  was  this  day  read 
and  assented  to." 

Joseph  Gastrell  did  not  long  fulfil  the  duty  of  minister.  He 
died  soon  after  his  appointment,  and  was  followed  by  Ben- 
jamin Walter,  who  suffered  much  trouble  at  the  hands  of 
Thomas  Pope  Blunt,  as  the  following  extracts  show : — 

"March  22nd,  1644-5.  Whereas  the  vicarage  of  the  parish 
church  of  Ridge,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  is  sequestered  from 
Griffith  Roberts ;  and  Joseph  Gastrell,  a  godly  and  orthodox 
divine,  was  nominated  thereto,  who  is  sithence  deceased,  it  is 
ordered  that  the  said  vicarage  shall  and  be  sequestered  to  the 
use  of  Benjamin  Walter,  a  godly  and  orthodox  divine,  who  is 
hereby  appointed,  and  required  forthwith  to  officiate  the  cure 

White's  Century,  p.  12.  »  iii.  26S. 
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of  the  said  church  as  vicar  and  preach  diligently  there,  and 
shall  have  for  his  paines  therein, .  .  ,  and  it  is  further  ordered 
that  the  said  Mr.  Walter  shall  have  all  arrears  of  tithes  and 
profits  of  the  said  vicarage  due  since  the  18th  day  of  January 
last,  at  which  time  the  order  of  this  Committee  did  determine.1'  * 

"October  11th,  1645.  It  is  ordered  that  Thomas  Pope 
Blunt;  Esq.,  do  make  his  personal  appearance  before  this 
Committee  on  the  21st  day  of  this  instant  October,  and  show 
cause  wherefore  he  should  not  pay  unto  Benjamin  Walter,  to 
whom  the  vicarage  of  Ridge,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  is 
sequestered,  all  arrears  of  rent  and  profits  of  and  for  the  said 
vicarage  in  obedience  to  a  former  order  in  that  behalf  And 
all  persons  whose  names  are  hereunder  written  are  required 
to  attend  this  Committee  the  said  day  at  five  of  the  clock  in 
the  afternoon  to  testifie  their  knowledge  of  all  such  matters  as 
shall  be  propounded  unto  them  in  the  premisses,  whereof  they 
are  not  to  fail  at  their  peril." 

"October  21st,  1645.  This  Committee  taking  into  con- 
sideration the  cause  wherein  Mr.  Thomas  Pope  Blunt,  Esq., 
impropriator  of  the  rectory  of  Ridge,  in  the  county  of  Hertford, 
and  Mr.  Walter,  to  whom  the  vicarage  of  Ridge  is  sequestered, 
concerning  the  said  Mr.  Walter,  his  claym  of  £VL,  four  bushels 
of  wheat  and  four  bushels  of  oats  a  quarter,  from  the  said 
Mr.  Blunt,  this  Committee,  by  what  appeareth  unto  them, 
consider  not  the  said  cause  proper  for  their  judgment,  and 
therefore  left  the  said  Mr.  Walter  to  his  remedie  at  the  law. 
Notwithstanding  which  the  said  Mr.  Blunt,  out  of  his  good 
affection  to  the  ministry  and  the  advancement  thereof,  hath 
by  his  Councel  preferred  to  pay  and  continue  the  said  quarterly 
allowance  to  the  said  Mr.  Walter  voluntarily  granted,  but  this 
his  contribution  may  not  be  accounted  as  due  of  right  from 
him  but  as  his  free  will  and  benevolence,  which  by  the  consent 
of  the  said  Thomas  Pope  Blunt  is  ordered  accordingly,  the 
said  Mr.  Walter  being  content  to  accept  thereof  and  submit 
hereto." 

It  appears  from  the  following  that  Mr.  Walter  did  not  long 
remain : — "  4th  April,  1646.2  It  is  ordered  that  John  Lockey  and 
Farneham  Beamount,  Esq.,  Major  Thomas  Marsh,  John  Neale, 

*  Add.  MSS.  16669,  f.  132,  869,  890.  •  Add.  MSS.  15670,  f .  111. 
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Roger  Minde,  Thomas  Miller,  John  How,  and  William  Nicholl, 
do  and  they  are  hereby  authorised  and  appointed  to  collect 
and  gather  the  tithes,  duties,  and  profits  of  the  vicarage  of 
Ridge  under  sequestration  and  now  unprovided  for,  since  Mr. 
Walter  left  the  same,  together  with  all  arrears  thereof  due 
since  the  said  Mr.  Walter  having  the  same,  and  therewith 
satisfy  and  pay  such  as  have  discharged  or  shall  from  time  to 
time  discharge  the  cure  of  the  said  church  for  three  months  next 
ensuing.  25th  April,  1646.  Upon  the  humble  petition  of 
Frances,  wife  of  Griffith  Roberts,  from  whom  the  vicarage  of 
Ridge,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  is  .sequestered,  it  is  ordered 
that  the  said  Mrs.  Roberts  shall  have  for  and  towards  the  main- 
tenance of  her  and  her  children  the  full,  clear  fifth  part  of  all  the 
tithes,  rents,  glebelands,  and  Easter  books  of  the  said  vicarage, 
all  taxes  and  charges  first  deducted  out  of  the  whole,  unless 
good  cause  be  shown  to  the  contrary  to  this  Committee  on  the 
4th  day  of  June  next  ensuing  the  date  hereof." 

Benjamin  Walter  seems  to  have  been  succeeded  by  "  John 
Lawrence,  clerk/'  whose  name  is  given  by  the  Commis- 
sioners appointed  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  ecclesiastical 
benefices,  1650,  thus,  "  The  cure  is  supplied  by  John  Lawrence, 
clerk,  and  Thomas  Pope  Blunt  is  the  patron."  The  Lansdowne 
MS.,  459,  says,  "John  Lawrence  supplies  the  cure,  but  by 
whose  order  is  not  known,  it  being  sequestered  from  Griffith 
Roberts  "  He  seems  to  have  remained  here  till  1662,  when 
he  refused  to  conform,  and  was  supplanted  by  Jeremiah 
Brigg8,  whose  name  appears  in  the  Acta  of  that  date,  and  who 
signed  the  declaration  that  it  is  unlawful,  on  any  pretence 
whatever,  to  take  up  arms  against  the  king. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  vicars  and  ministers  of  Ridge  : — 

John  Bernard.  1610.  Naariah  Gladman. 

James  Waleys,  1462.  (1612.  Thomas  Bristow.) 

1574.  William  Brooke,  Curate.  1618.  Nathaniel  String. 

1578.  Edmund  Peacham.  1627.  Griffith  Boberts, 

1588.  Gilbert  Smyth.  1643.  Joseph  Gastrell.     ) 

1589.  Thomas  Neal.  1644.  Benjamin  Walter,  I  Common- 
1698.  W.  Francis.  i  Acfa  1650.  John  Lawrence.  )  wealth- 
1602.  John  Craford.  J          "  1662.  Jeremiah  Briggs,  conformist. 

Nonconformity  did  not  disappear  from  the  parish  upon  the 
restraints  of  the  Conventicle  Act.    Dr.  Staunton,  of  Rickmans- 
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worth  and  St.  Albans,  visited  the  parish  and  conducted  service 
here,  together  with  Mr.  Loeffe,  the  Nonconforming  minister  of 
Shenley.  We  find  the  following  in  a  list  of  Conventicles  in 
1669  :— 

"  Ridge.  At  the  house  of  John  Clarke,  gentleman,  two  or 
three  conventicles  lately  ;  and  at  the  house  of  John  Nicholls, 
a  rich  yeoman.  Mr.  Lomax,  an  attorney,  a  principal  Abbettor. 
Preachers  or  Teachers,  Dr.  Stanton,  some  time  of  Kingston- 
upon-Thames ;  Mr.  Loaves,  of  Shenley." 

In  the  list  of  places  registered  for  the  public  worship  of  God 
by  Protestant  dissenters,  in  the  Diocese  of  London,  we  find, 
"  No.  293,  the  house  of  Anne  Home,1  at  Ridge,  Independents, 
John  Gill,  minister,  13th  January,  1791."  At  London  Colney, 
partly  in  this  parish,  there  is  a  Baptist  Chapel. 

"  On  March  28th,  18*29,  a  building  at  Ridge,  as  a  place  of  worship  for 
Independents,  was  certified  by  A.  Stewart,  W.  J.  Allsop,  £.  Bayles,  W. 
Brunt,  Jas.  Punden,  Bob.  Willis."    (List  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  W.  Hair.) 

8ANDRIDGE. 
Acres,  6,766  j  pop.,  820 ;  value,  £300. 

In  connection  with  this  parish  of  Sandridge  we  obtain  a 
glimpse  of  the  state  of  things  in  the  country  which  led  to  the 
Peasants'  Revolt  in  the  thirteenth  century,  and  found  its  con- 
summation in  the  dissolution  of  the  monasteries  in  the  reign  of 
Henry  VIII.  There  lived  in  this  parish  of  Sandrugge,  as  then 
it  was  called,  a  well-to-do  farmer,  William  Merun  by  name, 
an  honest  man,  with  wife  and  children,  sons  and  daughters, 
living  in  a  substantial  house,  and  farming  his  own  land.  One 
Monday  morning,  after  the  peaceful  Sabbath,  which  was  Palm 
Sunday  that  year  (1281),  the  Abbot  of  St.  Albans  deliberately 
sent  his  men  to  drive  off  three  oxen  and  four  horses  from 
William  Merlin's  fields,  and  coolly  took  possession  of  them. 
William  appealed  against  the  outrage,  but  the  only  reply  was 
a  second  onslaught  on  the  Tuesday  after  the  Assumption  of  the 
Blessed  Virgin, — these  pious  monks  were  very  careful  to  note 
the  saints'  days, — when  two  more  oxen  and  a  valuable  cow  were 
seized  and  driven  off.    And  on  the  Wednesday  after  the  Feast 

1  Anne  Horn,  afterwards  of  New  Barnes,  by  St.  Albans ;  see  p.  240. 
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of  the  Blessed  Trinity,  the  same  holy  Abbot  made  a  third 
attack,  on  this  occasion  carrying  off  four  oxen  and  four  horses. 
All  this  was  followed  by  a  fourth  attack,  not  now  upon  Merun's 
cattle,  but  upon  his  house  and  upon  his  person,  made  of  all 
days  upon  a  Sunday, — the  Sunday  next  before  John  the 
Baptist's  day, — when,  the  labourers  being  away,  the  dwelling 
would  be  unprotected.  The  Abbot's  armed  servants  come, 
they  break  his  windows,  force  their  way  through  his  door, 
seize  his  furniture  and  goods,  which  they  carry  away,  and 
lastly  lay  hold  upon  the  good  man  himself,  who  stands  by  in 
amazement  amid  his  children,  looking  on,  and  helpless,  at 
the  spoliation  of  their  home.  They  bind  him,  carry  him  off, 
and  pat  him  in  the  Abbot's  prison.  No  redress  could  William 
Merun  obtain.  One  outrage  led  on  to  another,  till  he  was 
himself  deprived  of  his  liberty. 

Through  the  influence  of  Mends  the  case  was  brought  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  king,  and  a  legal  enquiry  set  on  foot  The 
plea  of  the  Abbot  is  that  William  Merun  is  his  slave,  that 
the  property  is  his,  his  furniture  his,  his  horses  and  oxen 
his,  nay,  he  himself  belongs  to  him,  as  his  fathers  did  as 
villains  or  serfs,  and  that  his  sons  and  daughters  even  are 
subject  to  his  will,  as  lord.  William  pleads  that  he  is  a 
free  man  and  of  free  estate,  holding  his  land  as  his  own,  apart 
from  all  servitude.  But  he  is  required  to  produce  parchments 
in  proof  of  this,  and  is  summoned  to  appear,  which,  in  his 
wretched  and  pauperized  condition,  he  fails  to  do.  The 
Abbot  then  carries  all  before  him.  It  is  declared  that  William 
shall  be  for  ever  (im,  perpetwum)  in  the  villenage  or  servitude 
of  the  Abbot,  that  his  cattle  are  to  be  the  Abbot's  cattle,  and 
William  Merun  is  finally  dispossessed  of  his  lands  and  tene- 
ments. Such  was  so-called  English  justice  in  those  days,  such 
was  English  law !  No  wonder  the  Peasants'  Revolt ;  no  wonder 
the  confiscation  of  the  Abbeys.1 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  earlier  vicars  of  Sandridge 
from  the  Gesta  and  the  Acta : — 

1  Gtsta,  i.  469 — 404.    The  Abbots  also  mortgaged  the  manor  and  the  mill   at 

obtained  the  following  tenements  in  this  Sandrugge ;  bat  a  house  and  five  acres 

pariah :— That  of  Richard  Wallmounde,  were  regained  in  1826-35  (it  277),  the 

Walter    Neville,  Alexander  Passelewe,  small  tithes  secured  for  the  Infirmary 

Henry  Lardiner  (L  478).     Also  land  in  (ii.  814),  and  the  large  tithes  for  the  cellar 

Sandrugge  (ii.  121).    The  Abbot  Hugh  (ii.  418). 
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Richard  Horewood,  1410  (12  Hen.  IV.,  Stephen  Gosson,  1586. 

No.  84,  Herts ;  S.P.O.   Cussans,  228).  George  Brook,  Curate,  1586. 

Robert    Rydley   (J.   Wheathamstead,  George  Phillips,  Curate,  1589. 

ii.  46).  William  Westerman,  1592  ;  died  1622. 
William  Tyler,  1465.  John  Day,  Curate,  1615. 

Thomas  Thykthorp,  1468.  Peregrine  Walton,  Curate,  1617. 

James  Waleys,  1470.  Richard  Westerman,  5th  July,  1622. 

Gilbert  Lancaster,  1477.  John  Ledington,  B.D.,  1630 ;  ob.  1630. 

John  Lenarde,  1485.  Alexander  Wedderburne,  1630. 

Hugh  Harding,  1546  ;  died  1574.  John  Harper.    1  Commonwealth. 

Roger  Adamson,  1574.  Joseph  Draper.  J 

Richard  Woodward,  1581.  Thomas  Owen,  1661,  Conformist. 

In  1584  we  have  this  report: — "Sandridge,  Mr.  Richard 
Woodward  the  vicar,  no  graduate  nor  preacher,  resident.  Made 
minister  by  your  Lordship  about  four  years  since.  He  hath  none 
other  benefice  or  promotion.  He  is  of  honest  life.  The  living 
is  valued  at  £8,  and  in  her  Majesty's  gift  during  the  minority 
of  one  Mr.  Jennings."  In  1586,  a  curate  of  Sandridge,  under 
Stephen  Gossen,  by  name  George  Brook,  was  examined  by  Mr. 
Holden,  vicar  of  St.  Peter's,  and  "  found  ignorant  in  the  Latin 
tongue,  and  not  able  to  decline  a  noun  sub.,  or  to  discern 
the  parts  of  speech,  and  further,  to  be  unable  to  answer  easy 
questions  in  the  grounds  of  faith  and  religion,  or  to  allege 
aptly  any  Scripture  for  proof  of  any  article  of  religion  "  (Acta 
in  St.  Albans  Abbey).  Early  Puritanism  here  had  its  repre- 
sentative in  Stephen  Gosson,  who  was  minister  here  from 
October  31st,  1586,  to  February  11th,  1592-3.  A  Kentish 
man  born,  he  was  admitted  scholar  of  Christ  Church  College, 
Oxford,  4th  April,  1572,  aged  sixteen,  took  a  degree  in  Arts 
four  years  after,  but  was  "  pulled  from  the  university  before 
I  was  ripe,  and  withered  in  the  country  for  want  of  sap."  He 
came  first  to  London,  where  he  was  noted  for  his  admirable 
penning  of  pastorals.  He  also  wrote  The  School  of  Abuse, 
containing  a  pleasant  invective  against  poets,  pipers,  players, 
jesters,  and  such  like  caterpillars  of  the  Commonwealth,  1579  ; 
and  in  1582  Plays  confuted  in  five  actions;  proving  that  they 
are  not  to  be  suffered  in  a  Christian  Commonwealth.  He  then 
went  "  to  a  worshipful  gentleman  in  the  country  to  teach  his 
sons,  where  he  continued  till  he  showed  his  great  dislike  of 
plays,  having  his  mind  quite  alienated  from  them ;  so  that  the 
gentleman,  being  weary  of  his  company,  Gosson  left  him,  took 
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orders,"1  and  became  vicar  of  Sandridge.  In  his  will  he  gives 
"  to  the  poor  of  Sandridge,  where  I  was  first  beneficed,  forty 
shillings."  He  removed  in  1592  to  Great  Wigborough,  Essex, 
and  in  1600  to  St.  Botolph,  Bishopsgate,  London,  where  he 
died,  February  13th,  1623-4,  aged  sixty-nine  years. 

He  was  succeeded  by  William  Westerman,  brother  to  John 
Westerman,  schoolmaster  of  St.  Albans.  He  was  of  Gloucester 
Hall,  Oxford,  1583,  took  one  degree  in  Arts,  translated  himself 
to  Oriel  College,  proceeded  in  that  faculty,  and  by  continual 
study  and  unwearied  industry,  became  a  proficient  in  divinity, 
and  minister  of  Sandridge  in  Herts.  In  1594  we  have  the 
following  report  of  the  parish: — "Sandridge,  a  vicarage. 
Patron,  Mr.  Jennyns.  Valued  at  £8.  William  Westerman, 
M.A.,  incumbent,  a  preacher,  resident.    Communicants  about 

two  hundred;  men  of  note .     No  recusants."    We  also 

find  his  name  at  this  date  as  vicar  of  Bushey,  which  he  held 
till  his  death.  Afterwards,  his  merits  introducing  him  to 
the  knowledge  of  Dr.  Abbot,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  he 
was  made  his  chaplain,  and  took  the  degree  of  Doctor  in 
Divinity.  He  published  several  sermons,  and  the  following 
titles  and  extracts  will  give  some  idea  of  his  style,  and  of  his 
theological  views,  which  were  evidently  Protestant : — 

The  Faithful  Svbject,  or  Mephibosheth  (2  Sam.  xix.  29) ;  and 
Solomon' 8  Porch,  or  a  Caveat  for  them  that  enter  God's  House 
(Eccles.  iv.  17).  In  two  sermons,  preached  at  Paul's  Cross. 
Allowed  by  authority,  and  now  published  upon  occasion  by 
W.  Westerman,  Bachelor  of  Divinity,  and  Chaplain  to  the 
Right  Hon.  and  Right  Rev.  the  Lord  Archbishop  of  Canter- 
bury [Abbot],  1608.  "  If  our  houses  of  prayer,  perhaps  because 
they  have  been  abused  to  idolatry,  offend  thee,  behold  the 
Gospel  preached  hath  pulled  idols  out  of  our  hearts,  and  our 
discipline  hath  abolished  them  out  of  our  houses  and  churches  " 
(p.  96).  "  Of  this  conceipt  there  is  a  touch  left  in  the  minds  of 
some  simple  people  that  maketh  them  nervous,  not  only  to  enter, 

i  Wood's  Atkena  Oxon.  Gosson  sped-  the  following  extracts  from  the  Sand- 
fies  "  Oataline's  Conspiracies,"  "  Captain       ridge  register :  — "  1588.    Baptized,  23rd 


Mario,  a  comedy ,"  and  other  plays  which  March,  Thomas,  son  of  Steven  Gbasoi 

he  wrote  before  he  forsook  play s.   Upon  viccar.    1591,  12th  September,  baptized 

taking  orders  he  was  lecturer  at  Steban-  Richard,  son  of  Steven  Gosson,  viccar. 

heall   (Stepney),  and   at   St.   Martyn,  Buried,  1589,   Thomas,  son  of  Steven 

Lndgate,  and  then  came  to  Sandridge.  Goeson,    viccar.    1592,    16th    October, 

Dr.  Griffith,  the  present  vicar,  sends  me  Richard,  son  of  Steven  Gosson,  viccar." 
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but  to  name  our  churches,  or  the  saints  by  whose  name  they 
are  called ;  which  perhaps  they  would  not  do  if  they  under- 
stood that  Geneva,  and  other  reformed  churches  as  well  as  we, 
both  used  the  churches  that  had  been  abused,  and  retained 
the  names  of  the  martyrs  for  distinctness  sake.  We  confess  it 
to  be  a  commendable  thing  to  build  synagogues;  yet  to  plead 
worthiness  before  Christ,  for  it  is  but  Pharisaical  arrogancy. 
And  a  thing  more  blessed  and  happy  is  it  to  have  our  names 
written  in  the  Book  of  Life  than  in  glass  windows  and  pillars 
of  marble.  For  what  booteth  it  to  erect  churches  of  lime  and 
stone,  and  ourselves  be  not  living  stones  of  the  true  temple  ? 

"  The  prayer  which  we  make  at  entrance  is  called  by  some 
a  fool's  sacrifice.  Now  this  is  a  point  of  countrey  divinity  so 
currently  received,  that  he  is  accounted  the  best  catechised 
Christian  who,  dropping  into  the  church  in  time  of  a  sermon, 
looks  wildly  like  an  unconverted  infidel,  using  neither  the 
gesture  of  reverence  to  God,  nor  of  humanity  to  men ;  and  he 
is  censured  as  superstitious  and  foolish  that  uncovers  his  head, 
bows  his  knee,  or  speaks  one  word  to  his  God,  and  rears  not 
up  his  ears  and  hears  presently,  if  the  minister  be  speaking." 
This  the  author  rightly  calls  barbarous  behaviour.  It  gives  us 
a  glimpse  of  the  state  of  feeling,  and  the  practices  of  some  of 
the  country  Puritans. 

Jacob* 8  Well,  or,  a  Sermon  preached  before  the  King's  most 
Excellent  Majesty,  at  Saint  Albans,  in  his  summer  progresse, 
1612,  by  William  Westerman,  Bachelar  of  Divinity,  and  Chap- 
lain to  the  most  Reverend  Father  in  God,  the  Lord  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury,  his  Grace.  London,  1613.  We  have  already 
given  an  extract  from  the  "  Epistle  Dedicatorie."1 

Dr.  Westerman  held  the  living  of  Bushey  as  well  as  Sandridge 
from  1609.  He  died  in  1622,3  and  was  succeeded  by  Richard 
Westerman,  probably  his  nephew,  who  was  deprived  in  1630, 
as  is  evident  from  the  following : — u  1630,  May  4th.  Sentence  of 

1  See  page  66.  man,  was  buried.   May  8th,  1606,  Kathe- 

9  Sandridge  Registers  :— "  June  21st,  rina  uxox  Gulielmi  Westerman,  buried. 

1622,  Doctor  William  Westerman  vicar-  December  27th,    1602,  W.  Westerman 

ius  sepultus. M    The  early  Registers  are  signs  an  account  of  '  money  in  ye  boxe,' 

signed  at  the  foot  of  the  page  thus,  "  W.  and  again,  '  W.  Westerman,  minister.' 

Westerman;    concordat  cum  arckitypo*  September  29th,  1680,  John  Ledington, 

We  find  also  these  :— "  August  12th,  J  699,  Bac.  Dw^  sepultus.    October  14th,  1638, 

Samuel  Westerman,  filius  Gulielmi  Wes-  Mr.   John    Westerman    of   St.  Albans 

terman,    baptizatus.     July   6th,    1600,  buried." 
Samuel  Westerman,  sonne  of  W.  Wester- 
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Deprivation  passed  by  the  Ecclesiastical  Commissioners  against 
Richard  Westerman,  vicar  of  Sandridge,  county  of  Herts,  for 
adultery  committed  with  Maria  Roberts,  lately  his  household 
servant."1  John  Ledington,  who  succeeded  to  the  vicarage, 
died  almost  immediately  upon  entering  it.  He  was  Bachelor  of 
Divinity,  and  was  buried  at  Sandridge  on  September  29th,  1630. 
Alexander  Weddebburne,  a  Scotchman,  followed,  and  con- 
tinued to  July  1643,  when  he  resigned.  These  appointments 
were  made  by  Sir  John  Jennings,  son  of  Ralph,  who  married 
Joan  Rowlatt,  daughter  of  Ralph  Rowlatt  the  father,  and  sister 
of  Ralph  the  son.  The  Rowlatts  were  a  Protestant  family ; 
and  the  Jenningses  were  Puritans,  and  sided  during  the 
Commonwealth  with  the  Parliament  Wedderburne  returned 
to  Scotland,  and  was  minister  at  Forgan  in  Fife,  and  then  at 
Kilmarnock,  where  he  took  a  leading  part  in  resisting  the 
efforts  of  Bishop  Leighton,  Burnet  (then  in  the  Divinity  chair 
at  Glasgow),  and  Lord  Lauderdale  to  win  the  ministers  over  to 
episcopacy.  He  "  accepted  a  challenge  to  prove  (if  allowed) 
presby terianism  to  be  agreeable  to  Scripture,  reason,  antiquity, 
but  the  allowance  was  not  granted."  He  drew  up  a  statement 
of  "  grievances  as  to  the  Indulgence  "  of  1672,  beginning : — 

"  We,  the  ministers  of  Jesus  Christ  who  have  been  debarred  from  our 
respective  flocks  over  which  the  Holy  Ghost  has  made  us  overseers, 
and  restrained  from  the  free  exercise  of  our  ministry  these  many  years 
bygone,  do  with  all  thankfulness  acknowledge  his  Majesty's  royal  favour 
in  granting  to  some  of  us  the  public  exercise  of  our  ministry,  there  being 
nothing  under  the  sun  more  dear  and  desirable  to  us  than  the  free 
liberty  thereof.  Tet,  considering  the  prof  erred  Indulgence  to  be  clogged 
with  many  involvements  contrary  to  our  principles  and  consciences,  we 
are  exceedingly  straitened  in  our  liberty  to  accept  of  the  same." 

He  was  committed  to  prison  in  1673  for  keeping  a  conventicle 
in  his  own  house,  and  he  got  the  beginning  of  the  sickness  of 
which  he  died  (1678),  by  the  barbarity  of  a  Highlander's 
pushing  him  on  the  breast  with  the  butt  end  of  his  musket, 
when  he  was  interceding  to  spare  the  place,  i.e.,  Kilmarnock.2 

1  Calendar  of  State  Papers,  Domestic,  gether,  as  the  common  fame  goeth." 

Charles  L,  vol.  clxvi.  No.  16.     In  the  9  Burnet's  History  of  his  own   Time 

Acta  we  read,  u  1628.  We  present  Mr.  (ed.  1766),  pp.  401—418  j  Robert  Wod- 

Bichard   Westerman,   minister   of   oar  row's  History  of  the  Sufferings  of  the 

parish,  and  Mary  Roberts,  his  late  ser-  Church  of  Scotland  {Br.  Burns's  ed.)  ii., 

rant,  for  committing  incontinency  to-  178,182,224,429.    Wedderburne  was  the 
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In  1643,  July  11th,  John  Harper,  MJL,  was  instituted  to 
the  vicarage  of  Sandridge  upon  the  resignation  of  Wedder- 
burne.1  He  is  named  by  Newoourt  as  vicar  of  Witham,  in 
Essex,  in  1682,  but  probably  this  is  a  son. 

In  1650  the  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  Parliament  to 
inquire  into  the  state  of  Ecclesiastical  Benefices,  found  that 
this  vicarage  was  worth  £35  per  annum,  that  Richard 
Jennings,  of  St  Albans,  Esq.,  was  patron,  and  that  Joseph 
Draper,  of  Sandridge,  was  then  incumbent  In  the  Sandridge 
Registers  I  find  the  following  entries  : — "  December  4th,  1653, 
Margaret  Draper,  a  young  child,  buried.  June  26th,  1656, 
George,  sonne  of  Mr.  Joseph  Draper,  buried." 

Joseph  Draper  evidently  continued  as  minister  at  Sandridge 
down  to  the  Restoration;  indeed  until  1661,  when  he  was  ejected. 
On  the  3l8t  of  October  of  that  year  Thomas  Owen,  M.A.,  was 
admitted  per  ces&ionem  Joseph  Draper.  He  had  been  minister 
of  Bramfield,  in  this  county,  during  the  Commonwealth,  and 
was  turned  out  of  that  living  to  make  way  for  the  old  incum- 
bent in  1660.  Then  upon  the  invitation  of  Richard  Jennings, 
Esq.,  he  came  to  Sandridge  in  1661.  We  find  his  name  among 
the  signatures  to  the  petition  of  Hertfordshire  ministers  in 
1646  to  the  House  of  Peers,  acknowledging  their  pains  "in 
easing  us  of  many  pressures  under  which  we  formerly  groaned/' 
and  praying  that  the  covenant  be  enforced  against  sectaries, 
etc.  He  conformed  in  1662,  and  continued  at  Sandridge  till  his 
death.  Kennet 2  has  this  notice  of  him  : — "Thomas  Owen,  MJL, 
admni88.  ad  Vic.  de  Sandridge,  Com.  Hertford,  31st  October, 
1661,  vac.  per  cess.  Joseph  Draper  ad  pres.  Ricardi  Jennings, 
Armig."     Obiit  anno  1680. 

We  have  already  seen  that  there  were  in  1660-80  Baptists  at 
Coleman  Green,  in  this  parish,  to  whom  John  Bunyan  came  to 
preach.  In  a  Return  of  Places  of  Religious  Worship  certified 
to  the  J.  P.'s  at  Quarter  Sessions  for  1688  to  1852,  we  find  : — 

"  37.  In  Sandridge  a  place  of  Religious  Worship  for  Protestant  Dis- 
senters, certified  by  Robert  Law,  of  Sandridge,  Midsummer  Sessions, 
1691. " 

author  of  Sermons  in  2  vols.,  published  Register,  p.  843),  where  he  succeeded  Dr. 

after  his  death,  and  of  other  works.  Anthony  Walker,  and  in  1670  was  fol- 

1  He  was  chosen  curate  of  the  parish  of  lowed  by  Simon  Ford  from  Northampton . 

Aldermanbury,London,  in  1666  (Kennett's  9  Register,  553. 
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Among  those  certified  to  the  Archdeacon  are  the  following: — 

"  A  house  in  the  parish  of  Sandridge,  now  in  the  occupation  of  "William 
Lawrence,  is  set  apart  as  a  place  of  pnblic  worship  of  Almighty  God  for 
Protestant  Dissenters,  called  Particular  Baptists.  17th  April,  1800,  certi- 
fied by  Joseph  Harris  (minister),  William  Lawrence,  John  Carter. '' 

"  A  certain  building  in  the  parish  of  Saundridge  in  the  possession  or 
occupation  of  Charles  Fletcher  is  intended  to  be  used  as  a  Chapel  for 
religious  worship,  by  Protestant  Dissenters  of  the  denomination  of  Bap- 
tists. 23rd  September,  1821,  certified  by  Charles  Fletcher  and  William 
Halsey  of  Sandridge." 

"  We  hereby  certify  that  a  house  in  the  occupation  of  George  King, 
situated  in  Sandridge  in  the  parish  of  Sandridge,  is  intended  forthwith  to 
be  used  as  a  place  of  religious  worship  by  a  congregation  of  Protestants. 
28th  August,  1826,  George  King,  Richard  Cooper  (minister)." 

"  I,  George  Grigg,  of  Watford,  do  hereby  certify  that  a  dwelling-house 
and  premises  situated  at  Saundridge,  in  the  parish  of  Saundridge,  and  now 
in  the  occupation  of  Percival  Bigg,  are  intended  to  be  used  as  a  place  of 
religious  worship  by  an  assembly  or  congregation  of  Protestants.  2nd 
October,  1843,  George  Grigg,  Richard  Hancock,  Percival  Bigg,  his  mark.'' » 


SARRATT. 

Acres,  1,550  ;  pop.,  654 ;  value,  £300. 

We  have  indications  of  Nonconformity  in  this  parish  at  an 
early  date.  In  1485  Thomas  Hemmingforth,  to  whom  this 
vicarage  had  been  given  in  1479,  was  ejected  for  "  apostasy," 
by  which  term  we  may  probably  understand  Lollardism.2  In 
1569  we  find  John  Lane  here,  well  known  as  an  active  man  in 
the  English  Reformation,  and  one  of  Henry  VIII/s  Commis- 
sioners for  the  examination  of  the  state  of  religious  houses,3 
who  was  afterwards  at  Chadwell,  in  Essex.  As  to  John  Butler 
here  from  1583,  we  have  the  following  report : — "  1584.  Mr. 
John  Butler  the  vicar,  no  graduate,  a  preacher,  resident.  Made 
minister  about  sixteen  years  ago  by  Bishop  Jewel,  Bishop  of 
Salisbury.  He  hath  none  other  benefice  or  promotion.  He  is 
of  honest  life.  The  valuation  of  the  living  is  £8,  and  in  the 
Queen's  majesties  gift,  during  the  minority  of  one  Mr.  Ibgrave." 
He  gives  signs  of  bis  Puritanism  in  somewhat  irregular  pro- 

*  From  a  File  of  Eegi8tration8(1760—  9  J.  Wheathamated,  ii.  273. 

1850)  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  W.  Hair,  *  Strype,  Memorials,  I.  i.  894. 

St  Albans. 
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ceedings,  for  which  he  has  to  apologize  publicly.  "  November 
1st,  1584.  Mr.  Butler,  our  vicar  of  Sarrett,  repeated  these  words 
before  the  whole  congregation:  'I  think  it  not  lawful  for 
myself  or  any  other  minister  or  preacher  to  admit  to  the  Holy 
Communion  any  person  lawfully  excommunicated.  Foras- 
much as  I  was  charged  to  offend  therein,  I  am  sorry/  etc. 
He  had  seemingly  as  curate  Richard  Betts,  M.A.,  a  man  who 
had  a  fellowship  in  Peterhouse,  Cambridge,  and  who,  with 
others,  wrote  to  Lord  Burghley,  declining  to  comply  with  the 
Queen's  commands  to  bestow  fellowships,  contrary  to  the 
statutes  of  the  University.1  In  the  year  1594  Thomas  Chapman 
was  his  curate,  who  was  afterwards  at  Stevenage,  and  left 
some  charitable  bequests  there ;  see  Paul's  Walden.3  "  Sarret,  a 
vicarage.  Patron,  Mr.  Robert  Smyth wicke,  in  the  right  of  his 
wife,  and  Mr.  Benjamin  Ibgrave,  his  son.  Valued  at  £9.  John 
Butler,  clerk,  incumbent,  a  preacher,  not  resident.  Thomas 
Chapman,  clerk,    serveth  the    cure.      Communicants    about 

eighty.     Men  of  note  .     No  recusants.    In  1600  John 

(Ktaia0M*"*ate  here.    Mr.  Butler  was  still  here  in  1602,8  but 

Esq.        ...  to  have   left   in  1608,  when  George  Clark,  S.T.P., 

the  signa>umed  divine  of  Magdalen  College,  Oxford,  appointed 

16^xhomas  Ewer.     He  died  in  1616.     He  was  succeeded  by 

^'"Dohn  Cockshot,  and  he  again  by  Alexander  Clarke,  who,  in 

1620,  contributes  a  musket  to  the  army. 

//  The  following  is  a  list  of  vicars : — 

„  ^  James  Boche.  )  (J  Wheathamsted,  ii.  11.) 

'  John  Skelton,  1462.  }  K  '     nwiiamBM3U'  u-  xx-> 

w  Thomas  Hemmingforth,  1479.  He  removed  to  SheephaU,  and  was  silenced 

for  apostasy. 
John  Jubbe.  1485.     (J.  Wheathamsted,  ii  273.) 
1567.  William  Hutcheson.  1566.  William  Smythe. 

1574.  W.  Edwards.  1616.  John  Cockshot. 

1583.  John  Butler.  Alexander  Clarke. 

Curates :— Richard     Bette,    1593  ;      1626.  Robert  Clarke. 
Thomas  Chapman,  1595  ;  John      1650.  John  Chidwick. 
Starr,  1600.  1661.  William  Joel. 

1611.  George  Clark,  S.T.P. 

1  Btrype,  Annalt,  III.  i.  222,  and  ii.  minister  of  Hexton,  and  Alice,  daughter 

a498.  of  Mr.  John  Butler,  vicar,  were  married." 

'  Clutterbuck,  iii.  148.  — Sarratt  Registers. 
Aid?  "1602,  10th  April.  Mr.  John  Noke, 
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In  1635,  following  Alexander  Clark,  we  find  here  "Robert 
Clarke  vicar,  and  Judith  his  wife,"  and  during  the  Common- 
wealth John  Chidwicke,  described  by  the  commissioners  of 
Parliament  in  1650  as  u  a  veiy  able,  godly  minister,"  of  whom 
-we  have  the  following  intimation  : — "  April  22nd,  16.56.1  The 
Trustees  having  by  order  of  the  11th  October  last  fixed  £14  a 
year  of  the  augmentation  graunted  unto  Mr.  John  Childwick, 
minister  of  Sarrat,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  upon  the  rents 
and  profitts  of  the  Rectory  of  Abbots  Walden,  alias  Paul's 
Walden,  in  the  said  county :  it  is  ordered  that  the  said  £14 
a  year  graunted  out  of  the  said  Rectory,  be  from  and  after 
March  25th  last  discharged,  and  that  in  lieu  thereof  the  said 
yearly  summe  of  £14  be  from  time  to  time  from  henceforth 
paid  unto  the  said  Mr.  Childwicke,  out  of  the  rents  and  profits 
of  the  tithes  of  Sabridgeworfch,  in  the  said  county,  to  be  con- 
tinued for  such  time  as  he  shall  discharge  the  duty  of  the 
minister  of  the  said  place,  or  further  order  of  these  Trustees. 
And  it  is  further  ordered  that  the  yearly  sum  of  £19  be  from 
the  said  25th  day  of  March  graunted  unto  the  minister  of 
Paul's  Walden  aforesaid,  His  Highness  and  Councell  having 
approved  of  the  said  graunt,  and  that  the  same  be  from  thence- 
forth from  time  to  time  continued  and  paid  unto  Mr.  Edmund 
Godwin,  minister -of  Paul's  Walden  aforesaid  (approved  accord- 
ing to  the  ordinance  for  approbation  of  publique  preachers), 
out  of  the  rents  and  profitts  of  the  Rectory  of  Paul's  Walden 
aforesaid,  for  such  time  as  he  shall  'discharge  the  duty  of  the 
minister  of  the  said  place,  or  further  order  of  these  Trustees. 
And  Mr.  Francis  Church,  Rec*,  is  hereby  appointed  to  pay  the 
said  several  summes  of  £14  a  year  and  £19  a  year  to  the  said 
several  ministers  out  of  the  respective  rents  and  profitts  afore- 
said from  time  to  time,  provided  this  order  be  first  entered 
with  the  Auditor.  Jo.  Thorowgood,  Ed.  Cressett,  Jo.  Humfrey, 
Ra.  Hall,  Jo.  Pocock."    He  laboured  here  until  his  .death  in 

1661,  and  was  succeeded  by  William  Joel  or  Jole,  who,  in 

1662,  married  Mrs.  Mary  Child,  widow  of  Henry  Child,9  the 
patron  of  the  living,  and  remained  as  minister  here  for  many 
years,  until  his  death  in  1702. 

1  Lambeth  MSB.,  Augmentations,  972,      Barret,  and  Mrs.  Mary  Child,  married 
foL  460.  the  2nd  of  October."    Rickmansworth 

*  "  1662.  Mr.  William  Jole,  minister  of      Registers. 
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In  the  list  of  Nonconformist  chapels  and  places  of  religious 
worship  registered  under  the  Toleration  Act,  we  find  one  in 
the  parish  of  Sarratt — 

"465.  Butterfields,  in  Sarratt,  Baptists,  by  Thos.  Manfield.  13th 
July,  1798.* 

There  is  still  a  Baptist  chapel  here.  The  present  church 
was  formed  in  1857,  and  Geo.  Warn  from  Harrow  was  minis- 
ter. He  retired  in  1870,  and  died  in  1873.  R.  Stone  of 
Chalfont  St.  Giles  then  served  the  congregation  for  three 
years.  In  1874  the  chapel  was  enlarged,  and  in  1875  Mr. 
Nash  became  pastor. 

SHEEPHALL. 
Acres,  1,142 ;  pop.,  221 ;  value,  £306. 

This  parish,  which,  though  far  north,  is  in  the  hundred  of 
Cashio  and  the  deaneiy  of  St.  Albans,  and  which  belonged  to 
the  Abbot  and  monks  of  St.  Albans,  is  noted  as  the  scene  of 
the  ministry  for  nearly  half  a  century  of  an  eminent  Puritan 
minister,  John  Rudd,  M.A. 

John  Rudd  was  born  in  the  year  1568,  and  was  educated 
in  Christ's  College,  Cambridge,  where  he  became  a  zealous 
and  popular  preacher.  He  was  one  of  the  preachers  to  the 
University,  and  for  a  sermon  which  he  delivered  in  St.  Mary's 
Church,  January  30th,  1596,  he  was  convened  before  the  vice- 
chancellor  and  the  heads  of  houses,  and  examined  upon  the 
contents  of  his  sermon,  drawn  into  certain  interrogatories. 
He  was  required  to  give  his  answer  to  each  of  these  interroga- 
tories, which  he  had  no  sooner  done  than  he  was  suspended 
from  all  his  preferment,  and  commanded  to  deliver  up  his 
licence  for  preaehmg,  until  he  should  give  satisfaction  to  the 
congregation,  and  revoke  his  dangerous  errors.  It  is  observed 
that  he  at  first  consented  to  retract  his  opinions ;  but  after 
the  revocation  was  drawn  up  he  refused  to  do  it  in  the  manner 
prescribed.  Yet  he  openly  promised,  and  by  the  subscription 
of  his  hand  to  the  said  revocation  undertook  to  deliver  publicly 
in  St.  Mary's  pulpit,  on  the  6th  of  March  following,  the  sub- 
stance of  the  said  revocation,  lively,  truly,  and  bond  fide,  so 
near  as  he  should  be  able.    This,  it  is  said,  he  was  permitted 
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to  do,  in  consequence  of  his  earnest  petition,  out  of  a  tender 
regard  for  his  ministry,  and  in  full  persuasion  of  his  perform- 
ance. But,  contrary  to  all  expectation,  in  his  sermon  on  the 
above  day  he  confirmed  his  former  points  of  doctrine,  instead 
of  giving  satisfaction,  or  revoking  his  former  offences.  For 
this  contempt  he  continued  under  suspension,  with  his  license 
called  in,  and  was  obliged  to  enter  into  a  bond  of  forty  pounds 
for  his  appearance  before  his  spiritual  judges  on  the  28th  day 
of  April.  After  these  proceedings  Dr.  John  Jegon,  the  vice- 
chancellor,  sent  information  to  Archbishop  Whitgift  concerning 
John  Rudd's  offence,  and  communicated  to  him  an  account  of  the 
above  proceedings,  with  a  copy  of  the  above  recantation.  This 
was  going  the  sure  way  to  work.  The  stern  Archbishop 
immediately  addressed  letters  missive  to  the  vice-chancellor, 
commanding  that  if  Mr.  Rudd  still  refused  to  observe  such 
order  as  was  already  taken  or  should  be  hereafter  taken,  he 
should  be  bound  with  one  surety  in  a  bond  of  forty  pounds 
to  appear  before  her  Majesty's  high  commissioners  April  30th. 
He  was  therefore  obliged  to  enter  into  bonds,  and  was  sent  to 
the  high  commission,  when  he  made  his  submission,  and  con- 
fessed his  oversight.  He  was  then  dismissed,  sent  back  to 
Cambridge,  and  referred  to  the  vice-chancellor's  wisdom,  to 
take  such  further  order  with  him  as  he  should  think  proper. 
But  the  vice-chancellor  and  the  heads  would  not  release  him 
without  a  formal  recantation,  after  which  he  was  absolved, 
and  restored  in  all  respects  to  his  former  situation.  His  recan- 
tation was  as  follows : — 

"Whereas-  in  a  sermon  made  by  me  in  this  place,  the  30th 
of  January  last  part,  1596,  I  was  understood  and  taken  to 
have  published  and  maintained  certain  points  of  doctrine  very 
erroneous,  and  other  speeches  of  reproof  very  scandalous  to 
the  Church  of  England,  and  greatly  offensive  to  the  congrega- 
tion then  assembled,  namely,  (1)  That  the  use  of  humanity, 
human  arts,  and  profane  authors  in  sermons  was  and  is  alto- 
gether unprofitable  and  unlawful;  2.  That  not  a  tenth  part 
of  the  ministers  of  this  our  Church  of  England  are  able  ministers 
or  preachers,  but  dumb  dogs;  (3)  That  a  curate,  being  no 
preacher,  is  no  minister,  nor  doth  he  edify  any  more  than  a 
boy  of  eight  years  old  may  do ;  (4)  That  papists  and  Lutherans 

22 
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in  Cambridge  are  lately  reconciled  and  dismissed,  for  which 
the  University  doth  hear  ill  abroad ; — in  all  which  particulars 
my  mind  and  meaning  was  and  is  so  far  different  from  the 
sense  implied  in  these  words,  that  1  had  no  suspicion  of  any 
offence  thereby  given  or  taken." 

It  does  not  appear  whether  Mr.  Rudd  made  the  above  recan- 
tation publicly  in  the  pulpit,  or  only  subscribed  it  with  his 
hand.  Upon  his  release  from  these  troubles  he  left  the  Uni- 
versity, and  about  the  same  time  he  became  minister  of 
Sheephall,  in  Hertfordshire,  where  he  continued  a  "  faithful 
and  useful  preacher  to  the  end  of  his  days."1 

Newcourt  mentions  one  Thomas  Marten  as  appointed  to 
Sheephall  in  1613 ;  but  he  was  probably  an  assistant  only,  for 
we  have  the  clearest  evidence  that  John  Rudd  was  here  from 
1596.  The  following  inscription  is  still  legible  on  a  small 
tablet  against  the  east  wall  of  the  aisle : — 

"  Neere  to  this  place  lyeth  buri 
ed  the  body  of  John  Rudd  the 

faithful  pastor  of  this  par 

ish  45  years  who  dyed  a 

Bachelor  the  13th  of  July  1640 

Aetatis  suee  7*2. 

"  Sonn  of  thunder,  sonn  of  the  dove, 
Full  of  hot  zeale,  full  of  true  love,: 
In  preaching  truth,  in  liveing  right, 
A  burning  lampe,  a  shineing  light." 

This,  says  Chauncy,  is  against  the  north  side  of  the  chancel 
under  the  window  on  a  small  marble  monument,  upon  which 
is  the  effigy  of  Mr.  Rudd  (in  a  shield)  with  a  short  cloak  and 
a  shepherd's  crook  in  his  hand,  and  bearing  a  lamb  on  his 
shoulders,  between  the  letters  I.  R. 

After  the  interval  of  a  year  and  half,  during  which  one  John 
Dent  was  here  as  vicar,  Thomas  Knight  came  to  Sheephall, 
and  throughout  a  ministry  of  eighteen  years,  till  his  death  in 
1660,  proved  himself  a  worthy  successor  to  John  Rudd,  and  a 
true  shepherd  of  Christ's  flock.  He  was  Bachelor  in  Divinity, 
but  of  which  university  we  have  found  no'  record.     He  lies 

1  Baker's  Collections,  vi.  188, 189  j  Brook's  Lives,  ii.  449. 
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buried  in  the  chancel  under  a  marble  stone,  with  the  following 
inscription  not  now  visible : — 

"  Reliquiae  Thomae  Knight, 
D.  B.  Pastor  fidelis  : 
Qui  octo  decimum  muneris  hie  persolutus  annum 
Cura  animarum  imft-rimfl.  aubsidium 
Moriens  constituit  pauperibus  anniram, 
Quantum  si  quseris,  refectos,  consule, 
Pietati  scilicet  locavit  non  ambitioni  : 
Abi  tu  et  fac  simile. 
Talia  voluit  memorise  ergo 
Relicta  lugens  effari  marmor." 

Translation  :— "  The  remains  of  Thomas  Knight,  Bachelor  of  Sacred 
Theology,  a  faithful  pastor,  who,  having  completed  the  eighteenth  year  of 
his  charge  here  in  the  most  unremitting  cure  of  souls,  dying,  left  an  annual 
legacy  to  the  poor.  If  you  inquire  how  much,  ask  those  benefited  ;  he 
invested,  that  is,  for  piety,  not  for  ambition.  Go  thou,  and  do  likewise. 
His  mourning  widow  wished  that  this  marble  should  therefore  be  erected 
to  his  memory." 

How  highly  favoured  this  parish  was  under  the  ministry  of 
two  such  pastors,  and  for  a  period  of  more  than  sixty  years ! 
The  last  great  day  alone  will  reveal  the  full  story  of  their 
labours  and  success.     Their  record  is  on  high. 

Thomas  Knight  was  succeeded  by  Stafford  Leventhorpe, 
who  came  from  Amwell,  and  remained  at  Sheephall  from 
December  1660  to  1664,  when  he  removed  to  Stevenage. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  vicars  of  this  parish : — 

John  Taylour,  resigned  1405.*  1556.  Robert  Cooper  (Acta). 

1405.  Thomas  atte  Hache.  1566.  William  Lowe. 

Robert  Brian,  resigned  1474.  1583.  Robert  Wood. 

1474.  Thomas  Hether.  •  1694.  John  Rudd. 

W.  Bucten.  1640.  James  Dent. 

Nicholas  Bretenne.  1641.  Thomas  Knight. 

Thomas  Hemmyngforth.  1660.  Stafford  Leventhorpe. 
1480.  John  Allanson,  resigned,  1488.9 

In  1584  we  have  the  following  report :  "  Sheephall,  Mr. 
Robert  Wood  the  vicar,  no  graduate,  admitted  to  preach,  resi- 
dent, made  minister  by  Edmund  Bishop  of  Norwich,  A.D.  1577. 
He  hath  none  other  benefice  or  promotion.     He  is  of  honest 

1  The  Manor  of  Sheephall  was  given  9  J.  Wheathamgted,  i&^.,iL  110—11*1, 

to  the  Cellerar  adcoquinam  eorwn,  Getta,       121, 199,  236,  290. 
i.107. 
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life.  The  valuation  of  the  living  is  £9  58.,  and  in  her  Majtte* 
gift."  And  in  1582  it  is  reported  also,  "  We  have  Mr.  Robert 
Wood  our  vicar,  and  one  George  Aelmer,  a  minister  without 
serving  any  cure,  except  the  vicar  be  absent"  Robert  Wood, 
of  Sheephall,  gives  three  shillings  and  fourpence  to  the  relief 
of  the  Christians  of  Geneva.  He  is  named  as  one  of  the 
preachers  appointed  for  the  "  Exercises.'1 

This  parish  was  with  Stevenage  the  scene  of  the  ministry, 
in  1767,  of  Mr.  John  Jones,  whose  MSS.  relating  to  Hert- 
fordshire are  in  Dr.  Williams'  library.  He  gives  the  following 
account  of  himself  in  a  MS.  autobiography : — 

"  December  21st,  1765.1  I  have  lived  in  this  world,  by  the 
favour  of  God,  a  great  number  of  years,  far  beyond  my  expec- 
tation. At  school  and  in  the  university  I  pursued  the  same 
studious,  pious,  and  virtuous  course  of  living.  From  college 
I  went  to  the  curacy  of  King's  Walden,  Hertfordshire.  How 
I  behaved  there  in  the  discharge  of  my  duty,  visiting  the 
parishioners  from  house  to  house,  introducing  the  long  omitted 
duty  of  catechising,  behaving  with  civility  and  kindness  to  all, 
where  the  greater  part,  I  think,  of  the  inhabitants  were  then 
Dissenters  from  the  Established  Church,  is  to  this  day  well 
remembered  and  thankfully  acknowledged.  My  behaviour 
there  soon  recommended  me  to  a  worthy  family  in  the  county 
of  Huntingdon,  who  had  been  visiting  at  the  principal  gentle- 
man there,  Captain  Hale,  and  who  invited  me  to  the  curacy 
of  their  own  parish.  At  Abbots  Ripton  my  conduct  was  the 
same.  I  continued  upon  that  curacy  about  fourteen  or  fifteen 
years.  From  thence  I  removed  to  the  poor  and  troublesome 
vicarage  of  Alconbury,  in  or  about  the '  forty-first  year  of  my 
age.  How  much  I  laboured  both  publicly  and  privately  to 
preserve  them  steady  to  their  Protestant  principles  and  to 
their  loyalty,  in  the  time  of  the  rebellion  (1745),  was  then 
well  known.  The  collecting  of  the  small  tithes,  which  was 
indeed  very  troublesome  and  very  disagreeable  to  my  turn  of 
mind,  was  the  thing  that  principally  disgusted  me,  and  made 
me,  after  more  than  sufficient  experience,  resolve  to  relinquish 
that  vicarage,  which  I  did  in  1750,  notwithstanding  all  my 

1  B.  101,  Jones's  MSS.,  Dr.  Williams'  John  Jones,  written  1765  or  1766,  when 
lib.    MS.    Autobiography   of  the    Rev.       in  his  6(Jth  year. 
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expenses  upon  it,  by  repairs,  rebuilding,  and  otherwise,  leaving 
a  neat  and  commodious  little  dwelling  to  my  successor.  The 
place  to  which  I  removed  from  Alconbury  was  Bolnehurst, 
in  Bedfordshire.  Before  leaving  Bolnehurst  I  removed  for  my 
health  to  Everton,  in  the  same  county,  taking  the  cure  thereof 
in  the  absence  of  Mr.  B ,  the  present  vicar.  I  left  Bolne- 
hurst at  Michaelmas,  1757.  In  the  time  of  my  great  distress, 
the  late  celebrated  Dr.  Young,  into  whose  acquaintance  I  had 
been  introduced  by  his  friend  Mr.  S.  Richardson,  was  pleased 
to  give  me  invitation  to  come  over  to  be  his  assistant  in  the 
care  of  his  parish  at  Wellwyn.  I  removed  thither  at  Michael- 
mas, 1757,  where  I  had  done  all  in  my  power  for  above  eight 
years,  to  their  content  I  hope  as  well  as  benefit."  [Dr.  Young 
made  him  one  of  his  executors,  and  left  him  £200  legacy,  and 
nominated  him  one  of  the  trustees  of  his  charity  school  at 
Welwyn].  "  1766.  I  am  now  in  the  sixty-sixth  year  of  my  age." 
J.  J.  "  Memorandum,  28th  day  of  April,  1767.1  Soon  after  my 
return  from  St.  Albans  to  Wellwyn,  I  went  to  Dachworth  to 
desire  the  Beverend  Dr.  Smith,  rector  thereof,  and  vicar  of 
St.  Paul's  Walden,  in  this  county  of  Hertford,  to  induct  me 
into  the  vicarage  of  ShephaJl ;  but  the  said  doctor  being  this 
day  gone  to  Hertford,  I  told  his  wife  my  business ;  and  Mr. 
North,  vicar  of  Codicote,  being  gone  to  London  (to  whom  I 
would  otherwise  have  applied),  I  went  directly  to  Mr.  Ellice, 
rector  of  Enebworth,  telling  him  my  case,  and  requesting  him, 
as  a  clergyman  and  a  neighbour,  to  induct  me  into  the  said 
vicarage,  which  he  readily  consented  to  do,  and  did  as  above 
testified  by  hi™  and  others  who  were  present.  John  Jones, 
clerk,  "Vicar  of  ShephaJl."  "  We  whose  names  are  underwritten 
do  hereby  certify  that  on  Sunday,  the  3rd  May,  1767,  John 
Jones,  clerk,  Vicar  of  Shephall,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  did 
read  in  his  Parish  Church  of  Shephall  aforesaid,  publicly  and 
solemnly,  the  morning  and  evening  prayer  according  to  the 
form  prescribed  in  and  by  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer  and 
administration  of  the  Sacraments  and  other  Kites  and  Cere- 
monies of  the  Church  of  England  and  the  usage  thereof  as  by 
law  established,  and  did  openly  and  publicly  before  the  congre- 
gation there  assembled  declare  his  unfeigned  assent  and  consent 

1  J.  Jones's  MSS.,  Dr.  Williams'  lib.,  B.  19. 
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to  all  things  therein  contained  and  prescribed  ....  Witnesses : — 
Thomas  Threader,  Churchwarden  of  Shephall;  Joseph  Matthews, 
Overseer  of  the  same  parish ;  John  Gregory,  a  farmer  of  Shep- 
hall ;  Edward  Andrew,  Church  clerk  of  Shephall ;  Tho.  Evans, 
junior  (of  Wellwyn)." 

Among  places  of  religious  worship  registered  under  the 
Toleration  Act  we  find  the  following : — "  49.  In  the  parish  of 
Sheephall  at  Michaelmas  Sessions,  1691." 

WALDEN    ST     PAUL'S     (ABBOTS). 
Acres,  3,678;  pop.,  1,020;  ralue,  £200. 

In  the  early  annals  of  this  parish  there  occurs  the  story  of 
the  manumission  of  a  bondman  named  Richard  Frebregge, 
a  native  of  the  parish  of  Sandridge,  but  living  in  Abbots 
Walden.  The  Lord  Abbot,  we  are  told,  liberated  him  from 
"  every  yoke  of  servitude,  villenage  or  bondage,  with  all  his 
children  born  or  to  be  born."  This  man  Richard  had  five  sons, 
all  born  bond-slaves  like  himself,  but  "  the  Lord  Abbot  libe- 
rated them,  not  only  by  virtue  of  their  father's  freedom  manu- 
mission, but  each  for  himself,  on  September  11th,  1470."  Here 
we  have  a  window  through  which  we  can  look  out  upon  the 
servitude  of  the  people  of  England  in  those  days,  to  the  domi- 
nant Church  which  held  the  country  under  its  iron  rule,  though 
withal  the  iron  hand  was  concealed  beneath  the  velvet  glove  of 
religion.  This  poor  man  Frebregge,  and  his  five  sons,  born 
slaves,  were  specially  singled  out  from  among  their  brother 
serfs  for  the  privilege  of  liberty.  But  the  bulk  of  the  people,  the 
profanum  vidgus,  were  left  to  live  and  die  in  their  old  bondage. 
This  parish  of  Paul's  Walden  was  one  of  those  that  joined 
in  the  revolt  of  1381,  and  won  a  charter  to  be  torn  up  by  the 
monks  within  a  year.  And  so  the  cup  of  this  Abbey's  iniquity 
rose  to  the  brim,  till  in  Henry  VIII.'s  reign  it  overflowed  in 
its  ruin.  This  parish  with  Codicote  had  to  supply  the  Abbey 
every  Christmas  with  five  hundred  poultry  and  a  boar,  and 
every  Easter  with  a  boar  and  a  thousand  eggs,  with  cheeses 
into  the  bargain ;  thus  the  shepherds  fleeced  the  flock.  One 
John  of  Walden  benefited  them  also  by  a  convenient  dream, 
in  which  St.  Amphibalus  appeared,  and  gave  directions  that 
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his  bones,  full  of  healing  virtue,  should  have  a  chapel  of  their 
own.1 

The  earliest  named  among  the  vicars  is  John  Lenard  (1488  ?).a 
John  Chewe,  vicar,  was  buried  10th  October,  1558.  William 
Haylocke  was  vicar  from  1560  for  several  years.  The  Acta 
record  that "  Mr.  William  Haylocke,  vicar  of  Paul's  Warden,  and 
Mr.  Robert  Dance,  vicar  of  Winslow  (Bucks),  being  examined 
touching  their  ability  of  learning  and  knowledge  for  the  dis- 
charge of  their  calling  in  the  ministry  on  the  4th  October, 
1586,  by  Roger  Williams,  are  found  to  be  unable  to  answer  in 
the  Latin  tongue,  and  are  able  very  meanly  to  satisfy  questions 
of  religion  in  the  English  tongue."3  This  gives  us  a  glimpse 
of  the  state  of  matters  here  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth.  In 
1584  the  following  is  the  return : — "Paul's  Walden,  Mr.  William 
Haylock  the  vicar,  a  bachelor  of  arts,  no  preacher,  made  a 
Deacon  by  the  Lord  Bp.  of  Ely,  A.D.  1560,  made  minister  by 
Edmund,  Bp.  of  London,  1572.  He  hath  none  other  benefice 
or  promotion.  He  is  of  honest  life.  The  valuation  is  £10, 
and  in  the  gift  of  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Paul's,  in  London." 
The  next  vicar  was  Robert  Nowell,  M.A.  In  1594  the  parish 
is  thus  described, — "  Walden,  a  vicarage ;  patrons,  the  dean  and 
chapter  of  Paul's ;  valued  at  £10 ;  Robert  Nowell,  M  A-,  incum- 
bent ;  communicants  about  two  hundred ;  men  of  note ; 

no  recusants."  This  Robert  Nowell  may  have  been  a  son  of 
Lawrence  or  Alexander  Nowell.  He  was  not  here  long,  for  in 
1597  we  find  Henry  Halsted,  who  was  here  thirty-seven  years, 
till  his  death.  In  1620  he  contributes  "a  bill"  to  the  army,  and 
at  another  time  3*.  4(2.  to  the  Geneva  Protestants.  Then  follows 
one  of  Laud's  appointment,  Daniel  Darnley  by  name.4 

During  the  Commonwealth  we  find  the  following  ministers: — 
Martin  Tinley,  14th  May,  1642,  on  the  resignation  of  Daniel 
Darnley,  mentioned  by  Newcourt.  The  Parliamentary  Com- 
missioners appointed  to  inquire  concerning  the  state  of  eccle- 
siastical livings,  report  that  this  living  is  worth  £20  per 
annum,  and  that  the  minister  is  James  Barker  or  Baker,  whom 
we  afterwards  (1656)  find  at  Redburn.    He  came  in  1646,  as 

1  Gesta,  i.   74,  75,  199;    J.  Whetham-  3  MSS.  in  St.  Albans  Abbey, 

rted,  iL  9.T  4  Newcourt,  Rep.  899. 

1  J.  Whethamsted,  ii.  291. 
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appears  from  the  following  minutes  of  the  Committee  for  Plun- 
dered Ministers : — 

"April  18th,  1646.  Ordered  that  Mr.  James  Baker,  mini- 
ster of  the  Word,  shall  officiate  the  cure  of  the  church  of  Paul's 
Walden,  informed  to  be  unprovided,  and  have  the  profits  of 
the  vicarage  of  the  said  church  till  further  order.  Refer  him 
to  the  Assembly  to  be  examined. — April  18th,  1646.  Upon 
information  given  to  this  Committee  that  the  church  of  Paul's 
Walden,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  is,  and  hath  been  for  two 
years  and  a  half  last,  without  any  minister  at  all :  it  is  ordered 
that  James  Barker,  a  godly  and  orthodox  divine,  do  officiate 
the  cure  of  the  said  church  as  vicar,  and  preach  diligently  to 
the  parishioners  there." 1 

Upon  Mr.  Barker's  removal  to  Redburn,  Samuel  Peachy 
was  appointed  to  this  parish,  and  remained  till  his  ejection  for 
Nonconformity  in  1662.  Calamy  says,  "  This,  I  am  informed, 
is  the  same  person  as  practised  physic  in  London,  and  is  the 
author  of  several  books  in  that  faculty."3 

"  February  9th,  1659.  Whereas  the  vicarage  of  the  parish 
church  of  Paul's  Walden  in  the  county  of  Hertford  doth  not 
exceed  the  yearly  value  of  £37  15*.,  in  pursuance  of  an  order 
of  the  Com"*  for  Plundered  Ministers  in  that  behalfe,  it  is 
ordered  that  the  yearly  sum  of  £19  be  continued,  and  the 
further  yearly  sum  of  £30  transferred  from  the  minister  of  the 
parish  church  of  Eastwick  in  the  said  county,  and  graunted  to 
and  for  increase  of  ye  maintenance  of  such  godly  and  painfull 
preachers  of  the  Gospell  as  shall  be  from  time  to  time  settled 
ministers  of  ye  said  parish  church  of  Paul's  Walden,  and  be 
duly  approved  of  as  by  the  said  Com*0  is  directed,  and  that 
the  said  £19  and  £30  yearly  amounting  in  all  to  the  yearly 
sum  of  £49  be  paid  to  Mr.  Samuel  Peachy  the  present  minister 
there,  of  whose  godly  conversation,  ability  and  fitness  for  the 
said  place,  these  Trustees  have  received  good  testimony.  To 
hold  from  September  29th  last  for  such  time  as  he  shall  con- 
tinue faithfully  to  discharge  the  duty  of  the  minister  of  the 
said  place  or  further  order.  And  that  Mr.  Francis  Church, 
Rec*,  doe  pay  the  same  unto  the  said  Mr.  Peachy  accordingly 
out  of  the  particulars  following,  viz.,  ye  yearly  sum  of  £19 

>  B.M.  Add.  MSS.,  16670,  f.  120.  a  Calamy,  Account,  368  ;  Cont.  532. 
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out  of  ye  rents  and  profits  of  ye  tithes  of  Paul's  Walden  afore- 
said, ye  further  yearly  sum  of  £25  out  of  the  rents  and  profits 
of  the  tithes  of  Albury,  and  ye  further  yearly  sum  of  £5  out  of 
ye  rents  and  profits  of  thfe  tithes  of  Sabridgeworth,  all  in  ye 
county  of  Hertford,  and  amounting  in  the  whole  to  the  said 
yearly  summe  of  £49.  Jo.  Thorowgood,  Ri.  Youg,  Geo.  Cowper, 
Wm.  Skynner,  Jo.  Pocock.1 

Nonconformity  still  held  its  ground  in  this  parish  after  the 
ejection  of  Mr.  Peachy.  In  1672,  we  find  that  Robert  Tory,  an 
ejected  minister,  licensed  his  house  as  a  Meeting-house,  and 
obtained  a  preaching  licence  for  himself: — 

"  Robert  Tory  licensed  as  a  Presbyterian  Teacher  in  Paul's  Walden,  in 
Hertfordshire,  11th  April,  1672." 

•*  A  house  in  Paul's  Walden,  Herts,  to  be  a  Presbyterian  meeting-place, 
11th  April,  1672/ 

This  Robert  Tory  was  minister  (with  William  Whittaker)  of 
St  Mary  Magdalen,  Bermondsey,  and  was  ejected  from  this 
living  in  1662,  when  he  came  to  reside  in  Paul's  Walden,  and 
continued  here  several  years.  He  afterwards  became  pastor  of 
the  English  church  at  Middleburgh,  in  Zealand,  November 
21st,  1683,  and  died  in  great  respect  in  that  office  at  the  end 
of  the  year  1691.3 

There  are  two  hamlets  in  this  parish  where  the  Noncon- 
formists have  long  held  their  ground — namely,  Bendish  and 
WhitwelL  In  a  list  of  Conventicles,  1669,  we  find  the  following : 
— u  Paul's  Walden,  at  a  street  called  Whitwell,  a  conventicle, 
members  one  hundred,  preacher  James  Rogers."3  In  a  List4  of 
Licences  under  the  Toleration  Act  for  the  various  Counties 
and  Dioceses,  from  1688 — 1852,  the  following  entry  occurs : — 
"68.  Paul's  Walden;  a  place  of  meeting  registered  by  James 
Gregory  and  others,  of  Paul's  Walden,  in  Easter  Session,  1693." 
In  a  list  of  Places  of  Worship  by  the  Rev.  J.  Evans,  1715,  we 
find,  "Bendish  (in  the  parish  of  Paul's  Walden).  Preacher, 
Jonah  Thurogood ;  number  of  hearers  three  hundred,  among 
whom  were  thirty-fiv«  voters  for  the  county." 5  Previous  to 
this  date  in  1704,  the  following  Registration  occurs : — 

1  Lambeth  MSS.,  Augmentations,  987.  3  Lambeth  MS8.,  689. 

In  vol.  998,  17th  June,  1657,   a  John  4  Registrar  General's  Office,  Somerset 

Peachy  is  named  at  Paul's  Walden,  re-  House. 

commended  by  Simeon  Ashe.  s  Evans  MSS.,  Dr.  Williams's  lib. 

2  Calamy,  Account,  26 ;  Cont^  22. 
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"  We  do  hereby  certify  that  the  house  of  Thomas  Wrenn,  in  the  parish  of 
Paul's  Walden,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  is  appointed  and  set  apart  for  a 
place  of  meeting  and  assembly  tor  Religious  Worship  of  Almighty  God,  the 
people  being  Baptists  or  Anabaptists,  and  we  do  desire  the  same  to  be 
registered,  and  a  certificate  hereby  given  according  to  a  late  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment for  that  purpose.  Dated  25th  January,  1704.  William  Hawley, 
Tho.  Joory,  Wm.  Woodger,  Roger  Squier,  Henry  Campe,  John  Aston, 
Thomas  Squier."  ' 

In  1772  we  find  a  note  to  the  effect  that "  Bendish  is  supplied 
from  Luton  once  a  month."  The  place,  as  far  back  as  1715,  is 
designated  "  Independent"  In  1833  a  new  chapel  was  opened 
at  Whitwell,  and  the  Rev.  T.  Mountford  appears  as  minister 
in  1841. 

We  find  the  following  among  places  registered  for  religious 
worship  for  Protestant  Dissenters  since  1688  : — 

"  68.  In  the  parish  of  Paul's  Walden,  certified  by  James  Gregory,  and 
others  of  Paul's  Walden,  at  Easter  Sessions,  1693." 

"We  ...  do  desire  that  a  Dwelling  house  in  the  parish  of  Paul's 
Walden  now  in  the  occupation  of  John  Howard  may  be  registered  as  a 
place  of  Religious  Worship  for  Protestant  Dissenters.  2nd  January,  1797. 
Alex.  Thompson,  John  Stringer,  Josh.  Pilgrim." 

"  We  ...  do  desire  that  a  Dwelling  house  and  Barn  belonging  to 
Thomas  Starr  and  in  his  occupation  in  the  parish  of  Paul's  Walden,  in  the 
hamlet  of  Bendish,  may  be  registered  as  a  place  of  Religious  Worship  for 
Protestant  Dissenters.  3rd  June,  1799.  Wm.  Wrenn,  Edw.  Batten,  Thos. 
Thurgood,  Thos.  Oxenhani,  Thos.  Starr." 

"  We  ...  do  desire  that  the  Meeting  House  at  Whitwell,  in  the  parish 
of  Paul's  Walden,  may  be  registered  as  a  place  of  religious  worship  for 
Protestant  Dissenters.  8th  October,  1802.  John  Reeves,  Joseph  Pilgrim, 
Henry  Caine." 

There  is  now  at  Whitwell,  besides  this  Independent  chapel, 
a  beautiful  chapel  of  the  Countess  of  Huntingdon's  connection, 
called  St.  Mary's. 

WATFORD, 
Acres,  10,792  ;  pop.,  15,506  ;  ralife,  £750. 

Watford  is  often  mentioned  in  the  Gesta,  or  Annals  of  the 
Monks  of  St.  Albans,  for  it  was  within  their  jurisdiction,  and 
they  held  possession  of  wide  lands  in  the  parish,  which  had  to 

1  Testamentary  Acta,  Archd.  St.  Albans,  Somerset  House. 
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contribute  ten  marks  a  year  to  the  Abbey  refectory,  and  two 
to  the  refector  or  cook.  The  men  o£  Watford,  like  those  of 
St.  Albans,  fretted  under  the  yoke,  and  made  many  efforts 
for  liberty.  They  "  contumaciously  "  hunt  over  their  common 
land,  and  fish  in  their  fishponds,  and  set  up  a  horse-mill  for 
the  grinding  of  their  corn,  apart  from  the  Abbot's  monopoly. 
But  time  after  time  they  are  foiled  at  law  by  the  monks, 
and  lapse  into  the  old  servitude.  In  common  with  other 
parishes  they  obtain  a  charter  of  liberties  in  1381,  securing  the 
rights  of  common  land,  of  fishing,  of  shooting  birds  and  water 
fowl,  freedom  from  the  obnoxious  tax  called  Ale-penny,  and 
permission  to  set  up  their  own  handmills.  But  when  once  the 
monks  regained  their  power  the  charter  was  destroyed,  and 
thus  the  monks  held  on  their  sway  till  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII. 
The  following  is  a  list  of  the  early  vicars : — 

Adam  de  Langley,  resigned  1309. 
1309.  William  de  Aulay. 

Hugh  de  Calk,  resigned  1354. 
1354.  Ralph  de  Broughton. 

Philip  Terry,  M.A.,  1396  (Qesta,  iii.  437). 
1461.  Thomas  Fareham,  ob.  1467  (J.  Whethamsted,  ii.  6,  68,  74,  97,  110). 
1467.  John  Maddey,  Ob.  1471. 
1471.  William  Warner. 

Robert  Moreton,  ob.  1558  (Clutterbuck). 

John  Chirdlard,  ob.  1556  (Cussans). 
1557.  John  Stellyn  {Acta). 
1560.  Andrew  Dallow,  ob.  1562. 

1562.  Stephen  Knight,  ob.  1563. 

1563.  Anthony  Eatonbye. 
1566.  William  Gibson. 
1568.  Lawrence  Saunderson. 
1573.  Henry  Edmunds. 

John  Chapman,  M.A.,  Curate. 
1587.  Anthony  Watson,  M.A. 
Curates  :— Robert  Pratt,  1590  ;  Robert  Twitchett,  1591 ;  John  Gibson,  1594  ; 
George  Redhead  (schoolmaster),  1595 ;    Thomas  Taylor,   1598  ;    Thomas 
Valentine,  M.A.,  Urtor,  1616. 
1618.  Cornelius  Burgee,  D.D. 

Curates :— T.  Valentine ;  1626,  John  Smith  (Lecturer) ;  1638,  Philip  Goodwin. 
1643.  Philip  Goodwin,  M.A.  * 

Mr.  Briger,  Lecturer. 
1662.  John  Goodman,  senior,  Conformist. 
"  1664,  Mr.  Dixon,  Schoolmaster ;   Mr.  Ayres ;  Mr.  Clench,  Curate  to  Mr. 
Jenkin." 

In  the  time  of  Henry  Edmunds  it  is  on  record  that  "  our 
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font  is  removed;  by  whose  orders  we  know  not"  Again, 
"  Our  preacher's  name  is  John  Chapman,  M.A.,  and  our  minis- 
ter's name  is  Henry  Edmunds."  In  15841  there  is  this  report : — 
u  Watford.  Mr.  Henry  Edmunds  the  vicar,  no  graduate,  no 
preacher,  resident;  made  minister  by  Edmund,  Bishop  of 
Peterborough,  A.D.  1570.  He  hath  none  other  benefice  nor 
promotion.  He  is  of  honest  life  and  conversation.  The 
valuation  of  his  living  is  £16  128.,  whereout  goeth  a  pension 
of  £8  a  year ;  and  in  the  gift  of  the  Earl  of  Bedford." 

Watford  is  famous  as  the  residence  at  Cassiobury  of  the 
Protestant  Sir  Richard  Morrisob,  son  of  Thomas  Morrison, 
who  married  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Merry,  of  Hatfield.  He 
was  born  in  Herts,  educated  at  Eton  and  both  Universities, 
and  became  secretary  to  Thomas  Crom well.  In  1 541  he  received 
grant  of  Cashiobury  in  Herts,  which  had  belonged  to  the  Abbey 
of  St  Albans.  He  was  a  great  friend  and  protector  of  Peter 
Martyr.  He  wrote  these  brave  words  about  Henry  VIIL  and 
the  Pope : — "  Of  the  miracles  and  wonders  of  our  times  I  take 
the  change  of  our  sovereign's  opinion  in  matters  concerning 
religion  to  be  even  the  greatest.  .  .  .  Was  it  not  a  wonderful 
work  of  God  to  get  his  grace  from  them  (the  Romanists)  to  Him, 
to  make  him  their  overthrow  whom  they  had  chosen  for  their 
4  defender f  ?  I  have  often  bid  my  countrymen  to  mark  the 
proceedings  of  God  since  this  change  with  Henry  VIII.  God 
hath  made  him  a  full  king — that  is  a  ruler  and  not  ruled. 
God  hath  delivered  him  from  the  bondage  of  the  Bishop  of 
Rome,  his  subjects  from  error,  and  his  realm  from  the  foul  sin 
of  idolatry."2  He  was  one  of  the  Reformers  for  the  University 
of  Oxford,  appointed  by  Edward  VI.,  siding  with  Peter  Martyr 
in  the  disputations  regarding  the  "  Real  Presence  " ;  and  he 
had  a  learned  conference  in  his  own  house,  December  3rd, 
1551,  on  Hoc  est  Corpus  mmm,  with  Whitehead  and  Grindall 
on  the  Protestant  side.  During  Mary's  reign  he  fled  in  com- 
pany with  Grindall,  Sir  Anthony  Cook,  Sir  John  Cheke,  Sir 

1  u  In  his  admission  to  the  University,  is  found  next  at  Bishop  Stortfoid  1561— 

Dr.  Giles  Fletcher  describes  himself  as  1666."     Grosart,    Memoir  of  Phinehas 

of  Watford,  Herts,  aatat.  17,  thus  in-  Fletcher,  Fuller  W.  L.,  iii  10.    I  have 

forming  us  that  in  1548  his  parents  were  not  succeeded  in  finding  any  trace  of 

resident  there,  and  also  that  Watford,  Giles  Fletcher  in  the  Watford  register, 
not  Kent  (as  so  long  mis-stated),  was  his  *  Invective  against  Treason  :  Strype, 

birthplace.  His  father,  Richard  Fletcher,  Memorial*,  I.,  i.  64  j  III.,  L  378,  389. 
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Thomas  Wroth,  and  Mr.  Hales,  "all  persons  of  very  great 
learning  and  extraordinary  worth  and  goodness"1  to  Stras- 
burg,  and  there  he  died  an  exile,  March  17th,  1556.  This  was 
his  estimate  of  Latimer : — "  Did  there  ever  any  man  flourish,  I 
say  not  in  England  only,  but  in  any  nation  in  the  world,  after 
the  Apostles,  who  preached  the  Gospel  more  sincerely,  purely , 
and  honestly  than  Hugh  Latimer  ? "  He  bore  a  like  testimony 
to  Cranmer. 

His  widow  Bridget  was  a  woman  of  strong  character  and 
great  piety.  She  was,  like  her  husband,  a  thorough  Protestant. 
She  afterwards  married  the  Earl  of  Rutland,  and  after  his 
death  had  a  third  husband,  the  Earl  of  Bedford.2  She  died  in 
1600,  aged  seventy-five,  and  was  buried  in  Watford  church, 
where  her  monument  describes  her  as  "  a  woman  of  singular 
sincerity  in  religion,  in  civil  conversation  and  integrity  of 
life  unspotted,  in  hospitality  bountiful  and  provident,  in  all 
her  actions  discreet  and  honourable,  in  great  favour  with  her 
prince,  and  generally  reputed  one  of  the  noblest  matrons  of 
England  for  her  wisdom  and  judgment."  To  her  belonged  the 
appointment  of  the  vicars  of  Watford.  Her  son  Charles  suc- 
ceeded to  Cassiobury,  and  was  sheriff  for  the  county.  It  is 
recorded  of  him :  u  Watford,  February  28th,  1579.  There  doth 
come  to  us  divers  honest  preachers  belonging  to  the  right  wor- 
shipful Charles  Moryson,  Esq.,  and  others ;  who,  when  they  do 
come  to  preach,  help  (our  vicar,  Henry  Edmunds)  to  minister 
the  communion  if  they  be  present.  Signed,  William  Kentish, 
William  Halsey."3  Charles  was  a  Puritan,  and,  dying  in  1599, 
left  the  manor  to  his  widow  Dorothy,  daughter  of  Nicholas  Clark. 
Her  character  and  beliefs  appear  in  the  following  inscription  to 
Lady  Elizabeth  Russell :  "  This  noble  lady,  passing  the  few  and 
evil  days  of  her  pilgrimage  here  in  this  vale  of  tears,  in  the  often 
meditation  of  death,  and  thereby  having  learned  to  number 
her  days,  did  apply  her  heart  unto  wisdom,  as  appeareth  by 
many  holy  meditations  and  religious  observations  which  she 

1  Strype's  Cranmer.  12.  and  to  give  twenty  shillings  for  each 

1  Francis,   Earl   of   Bedford,   was   a  sermon.     He  bequeathed  his  MSS.  of 

favourer  of  the  Puritans,  and  in  his  will  Wycliffe's  works  to  Lord  Bnrghley.    He 

appointed  within  five  monthB  his  execu-  died  in  1685,  aged  fifty-eight.   MSiS.  Bio- 


tors  to   have   twenty    godly   sermons      graphies,  Dr.  Williams's  Lib. 

preached  by  godly  and  learned  persons  '  Acta  of  Archd.  of  St.  Albans,  MS.  in 

at  Cheneys,   Woburn,  and  Melbourne,      the  Abbey. 
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in  the  course  of  hearing  and  private  reading  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures  had  conceived,  and  for  her  own  use  and  comfort 
under  her  own  hand  had  committed  to  writing.  And  being 
now  grown  weary  of  the  vanities  and  vexations  of  this  present 
life,  by  the  instinct  of  God's  good  Spirit,  whereby  she  was 
fully  assured  of  His  love  and  promises  in  Jesus,  desired  to  be 
dissolved  and  to  be  with  Christ ;  and  so  having  lived  religiously, 
virtuously,  and  honourably  43  years,  and  of  them  27  in  holy 
and  unspotted  wedlock,  having  issue  only  Sir  Francis  Russell, 
Kt.,  in  the  invocation  of  God's  holy  name  quietly  and  sweetly 
slept  in  the  Lord  the  12th  day  of  June,  1611." 

Dame  Dorothy,  by  deed  of  October  18th,  1613,  set  apart 
a  house  called  Watford  Place,  in  New  Street,  Watford,  for 
four  almswomen  and  a  lecturer.  She  placed  therein  one 
Thomas  Valentine,  M.A.,  preacher  of  God's  Word,  and  four 
poor  widow  women  in  several  rooms,  to  continue  there  during 
their  lives  and  good  behaviour,  and  intended  that,  after  their 
departure  thence,  other  like  learned  preachers  and  poor  widows 
should  be  successively  placed  in  their  stead  during  the  term 
of  the  lease  (100  years).  Afterwards  Sir  Charles  Morrison, 
her  son  and  executor,  for  the  accomplishment  of  his  mother's 
pious  intention,  by  indenture  of  March  10th,  1627,  assigned 
over  the  lease  to  John  Smith,  M.A.,  preacher  of  God's  Word 
at  Watford,  for  the  residue  of  the  term  of  one  hundred  years. 
He  and  his  wife's  father,  Sir  Baptist  Hicks,  by  the  same 
indenture  granted  an  annuity  of  £50,  issuing  out  of  King's 
Langley  Park,  and  appointed  that "  the  trustees  should  choose, 
nominate,  and  place  in  the  said  almshouses  four  poor  widows 
of  the  town  of  Watford,  and  also  shall  place  in  that  part  of 
the  said  house  wherein  the  then  preacher  dwelt  such  learned 
preacher  and  lecturer  as  then  was  and  should  after  be  appointed 
to  preach  in  the  parish  church  of  Watford." 1  Sir  Charles  Mor- 
rison, by  indenture  of  August  8  th,  1626,  purchased  the  rever- 
sion of  the  said  house  and  granted  it  to  trustees,  inhabitants  of 
the  parish  of  Watford,  to  be  used  and  employed  for  this  charitable 
purpose  for  ever.  Lady  Elizabeth  Russell,  in  1610,  conveyed 
one  corn-mill  in  Felix  Hall,  Essex,  to  trustees  for  ever, "  to  main- 
tain in  the  parish  church  of  Watford  one  learned  sufficient 

»  Clutterbuck,  i.  270. 


r  ash  io.]  WATFORD.  351 

preticker,  to  preach  weekly  to  the  people  there  a  sermon  every 
Tuesday  morning  before  the  market  bell  rings.  The  present 
lecturer  is  Mr.  Allen  Allenson  "  (1728).1 

These  bequests  clearly  prove  that  the  Puritan  element  was 
strong  in  Watford ;  and  as  the  several  vicars  were  appointed 
by  Dame  Bridget  and  her  husbands,  and  afterwards  by  Charles 
Morrison,  there  is  no  doubt  they  were  of  the  Puritan  order. 
Anthony  Watson,  who  was  vicar  of  Watford  from  1587  to 
1618,  was  evidently  a  Puritan.   In  1594  we  have  the  following 
report:    "Watford,  a  vicarage;    patron,   the  Lady   Bridget, 
Countess  of  Bedford ;  valued  at  £16  7s.  Id.    Anthony  Watson, 
M. A.,  incumbent ;  a  preacher,  resident ;  communicants,  about 
900;  men  of  note,   ;  no  recusants."2    In  1599  it  is  on  record, 
44  Mr.  Anthony  Watson  hath  not  worn  the  surplesse ;  he  hath 
omitted  the  cross  in  baptism ;  and  he  administers  the  commu- 
nion to  the  people  standing."    In  1606  "Anthony  Watson  has 
provided  his  habit  according  to  the  canon  ";  but  he  is  presented 
•  before  the  court  "  for  not  wearing  his  surpless  always,  for  not 
having  a  cloke  with  sleeves,  and  for  not  having  a  square  cap." 
He  is,  however,  appointed  "  one  of  the  preachers  at  the  exer- 
cises."    His  churchwardens  as  well  as  himself  get  into  trouble. 
"An  act  of  penance  enjoined  to  Henry  Baldwyn,  William 
Edlin,   Wm.   Swifte,  Christopher  Gibson*  churchwardens  of 
Watford,  for  their  negligence  in  not  preventing  sin  and  faults 
concerning  the  neglect  of  their  minister.     The  said  church- 
wardens shall  upon  Sunday  next,  immediately  after  the  end  of 
evening  prayer,  in  the  chancel  of  the  parish  church  of  Watford, 
before  six  of  the  honester  parishioners,  confess  their  fault,  for 
that  they  have  omitted  to  prevent  the  faults  and  defects  of 
their  minister  committed  and  omitted  punishable  by  the  church 
censures  which  they  did  know  of,  as  appeareth  by  their  several 
answers.     And  shall  confess  themselves  very  penitent,  desiring 
them  to  forgive  them,  and  that  they  shall  be  more  careful  in 
the  executing  of  their  offices.     January  27th,  1599." 

Watson  seems  to  have  been  silenced  in  1618,  and  deprived 
by  the  ecclesiastical  authorities,  although  they  did  not  much 
improve  matters  in  the  direction  they  desired,  for  his  successor, 
chosen  by  Sir  Charles  Morrison,  was  quite  as  thorough-going 

1  Salmon's  Herts,  p.  107.  *  Acta,  MB.  in  St.  Albans  Abbey. 
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a  Puritan.     He  continued  in  the  parish  till  his  death,  and  his 
burial  is  recorded  thus  in  the  Register:  "Mr.  Anthony  Watson 
olvin  vicarius  7th  August,  1625."    His  Puritanism  is  further 
evident  in  the  curates1  he  employed.     Robert  Pratt>  as  we 
have  seen,  was  a  Puritan.     And  in  the  year  1598  we  find  the 
learned  Thomas  Taylor,  now  a  young  man  of  twenty-three, 
but  afterwards  an  eminent  divine.    He  was  born  at  Richmond, 
in  Yorkshire,  in  the  year  1576,  and  educated  at  Christ's  College, 
Cambridge,  where  he  was  chosen  Fellow  and  Hebrew  lecturer. 
He  espoused  the  Puritan  cause,  and  was  silenced  for  a  sermon 
at  St.  Mary's.    Leaving  the  University,  he  settled  first  as 
curate  or  lecturer  at  Watford,*  then  at  Reading,  in  Berkshire, 
and  in  1625  became  pastor  of  Aldermanbury,  London.    At  each 
of  these  places  his  labours  were  made  a  blessing  to  many  souls. 
He  published  many  works,  including  a  Commentary  on  the 
Epistle  to  Titus.     He  died  1632,  in  his  fifty-sixth  year.3 

The  next  vicar  of  Watford  was  a  no  less  noted  man,  whose 
name  and  memory  have  been  bespattered  by  Anthony  Wood, 
and  a  host  of  copyists  from  his  account,  from  Newcourt  down- 
wards. Cornelius  Burges  has  been  branded  as  an  adulterer, 
a  turncoat,  and  a  thief  of  church  property.  But  it  is  impossible 
to  believe  that  any  man  who  was  all  this  could  have  been 
esteemed  by  Lords  and  Commons  in  the  Long  Parliament, 
placed  high  in  position  as  Assessor  of  the  Westminster  Assembly, 

1  The  following  is  a  testimonial  drawn  Pratt,  minister  of  God's  Word  in  Alden- 
up  by  him  regarding  a  candidate  for  the  ham.  William  Leonard,  Richard  Cub- 
ministry  : —  bige,    Nicholas    Cowlburone,    Thomas 

"  Whereas  the  bearer  hereof,  Nicholas  Fotherley,  Ralph  Gnnthrap.  [Endorsed] 
Hall,  hath  requested  these  our  testimo-  "Mr.  Rocket  t,  I  am  content  Nicholas  Hall 
nials,  ...  we  do  certify  your  worship  be  licenced  to  preach  within  the  Arch- 
that  for  his  behaviour  it  is  not  otherwise  deaconry,  and  also  that  he  have  a  licence 
than  it  becometh  a  man  of  his  vocation,  to  serve  the  cure  of  Watford,  or  any  other 
and  for  his  sufficiency  it  is  approved  by  within  the  Archdeaconry.  Jas.  itolfe." 
the  University,  both  being  graduate  as  This,  too,  has  a  Puritan  ring  about  it : 
we  are  certified,  as  also  his  testimonials  "  1597.  Thomas  Weden  hath  this  day, 
upon  other  occasions.  And  further  that  27th  November,  1697,  according  to  order, 
it  may  please  your  Lordship  at  our  hum-  appointed  him  in  the  court  acknowledged 
ble  suit  to  enable  and  authorize  him  before  me  Anthony  Watson,  vicar  of 
according  to  the  ecclesiastical  lawes  of  Watford,  that  he  is  heartily  sorry  if  he 
this  realm  to  assist  our  Pastor  in  his  gave  any  occasion  of  offence  in  working 
ministry,  and  also  to  keep  a  grammar  on  a  day  appointed  to  be  kept  holy  by 
school.  Of  his  fitness  and  sufficiency  we  her  Majesty's  lawes.  Anthony  Watson, 
have  had  very  good  and  effectual  expe-  Thomas  Ewer,  William  Hill,  Church- 
rience,  which  favour  we  will  rest  desirous  wardens." 
to  deserve  by  all  our  possible  service  *  Brook's  Puritans,  ii.  398. 
whatsoever.  From  Watford,  24th  *  Clark's  Lives  appended  to  his  Mar- 
March,  1598.  Antony  Watson,  minister  tyrology,  pp.  125-127. 
of   God's   Word   in    Watford.    Robert 
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and  recognised  as  spokesman  and  leader  by  his  brethren  in 
the  ministry  on  repeated  public  occasions  in  London  and  in 
the  country.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  easy  to  understand 
how  any  leader  in  the  great  movement  of  Church  and  State 
during  the  Commonwealth  would  be  exposed  to  calumny.  No 
slanders  were  too  gross  wherewith  to  blacken  Pym,  Bradshaw, 
and  Oliver  Cromwell ;  but  after  a  lapse  of  two  centuries  these 
falsehoods  are  exposed,  and  the  character  of  these  men  brought 
out  and  vindicated.  The  like  has  been  done  for  Cornelius 
Surges,  both  by  Calamy  and  Neal ;  and  the  fair  verdict  of 
history,  while  admitting  his  faults  of  temper,  acquits  him  of 
any  such  crimes. 

Burges  was  a  Somerset  man,  and  belonged  to  the  family  of 
that  name  at  Batcombe,  in  that  county.  He  was  sent  to  the 
University  of  Oxford  in  161 1,  and  belonged  to  Wadham  College, 
where  he  graduated  B.A.,  and  afterwards  to  Lincoln  College. 
After  taking  orders  he  was  appointed  to  the  vicarage  of  Watford, 
on  December  21st,  1618,  and  the  registers  of  the  church  there, 
in  his  very  clear,  bold  handwriting,  bear  witness  to  his  regular 
sojourn  there  from  1618  to  1626.  Then  we  find  a  break,  and 
John  Smith  appears  as  curate,  and  his  handwriting  marks  the 
break  and  continues  down  to  1633.  This  John  Smith  was  the 
preacher  appointed  under  the  trust  of  Dame  Dorothy  Morrison's 
bequest,  and  lived  at  Watford  place  as  lecturer.  ,  He  acted  as 
curate  in  the  place  of  Cornelius  Burges  during  those  eight  years, 
and  this  tallies  with  what  we  learn  partly  from  Newcourt  and 
partly  from  Burges's  own  pen.  Newcourt  places  Cornelius  Burges 
at  St.  Magnus  Church,  London,  previous  to  1641,  without  giving 
the  date  of  his  appointment.  But  Wood  tells  us  that  Burges 
was  made  chaplain  to  Charles  I.  soon  after  his  accession,  and 
Burges  himself  records  that  his  alma  mater,  the  University  of 
Oxford,  made  him  Doctor  in  Divinity  in  1627.  This  was  evi- 
dently the  date  of  Burges's  coming  to  St.  Magnus  and  to  the 
court,  and  from  this  date  down  to  1641  he  held  the  living  of  St. 
Magnus  together  with  that  of  Watford.  But  he  was  not  long 
in  favour  with  the  court  or  the  prelatical  party.  He  was  a 
Puritan,  as  we  might  expect  from  his  appointment  to  Watford 
by  Sir  Charles  Morrison ;  and  he  did  not  conceal  his  convictions. 
"Dr.  Cornelius  Burgess  about  the  same  time  (1632),  for  using 
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this  passage  in  a  sermon, '  If  your  minister  preach  Popery  or 
Armenianism,  you  may  change  your  dwellings,  and  not  trouble 
the  peace  and  order  of  the  church ;*  for  this  the  Bishop  (Laud) 
gave  him  great  trouble/' l  He  was  much  vexed,  says  Calamy, 
in  the  Hi^h  Commission  Court  for  opposing  the  Laudensian 
faction.  Retiring  again  to  Watford,  we  find  the  registers  in 
his  clear  hand  writing  from  1633  to  1637,  when  Philip  Goodwin's 
writing  begins ;  but  we  still  find  the  signature  of  Burges  in 
1642.  It  was  not  the  act  of  a  turncoat,  but  in  keeping  with 
his  previous  life  and  conduct  that  he  sided  with  the  Parliament 
in  1642 ;  and  with  Stephen  Marshall  was  chaplain  to  the  Earl 
of  Essex's  regiments.2  In  the  beginnining  of  the  Long  Parlia- 
ment he  was  appointed  by  the  Lords  one  of  the  sub-committee 
for  the  Settlement  of  Religion ;  at  the  head  of  the  Puritan 
clergy  he  applied  to  Parliament  for  the  settlement  of  the 
government  of  the  church ;  and  in  1643  he  was,  together  with 
John  White,  M.P.  for  Dorchester,  appointed  by  Parliament 
Assessor  to  the  Assembly  of  Divine?.  In  December  of  that 
year,  the  Londoners  sent  several  of  the  common  council  to 
petition  the  House  of  Commons  that  St.  Pauls  Cathedral 
might  be  opened  again,  and  that  Dr.  Burges  might  be  ap- 
pointed as  lecturer  there  on  Sunday  evening  and  on  a  week- 
day, with  a  pension  of  £400  a  year  out  of  the  revenues,  and 
the  deanery  to  live  in,  both  which  were  soon  settled  by  Act 
of  Parliament.  At  the  same  time  (16th  December,  1643),  the 
Committee  for  Plundered  Ministers  resolved  that  Mr.  Philip 
Goodwin  be  admitted  to  the  vicarage  of  Watford.  "Dr. 
Burges,  however,  having  laid  out  about  £400  on  the  vicarage, 
did  not  at  once  relinquish  it,  and  on  February  6th,  1644-5,  it 
was  ordered  that  Cornelius  Burges,  Doctor  in  Divinity,  do 
deliver  up  unto  Philip  Goodwin,  minister  of  Watford,  in  the 
county  of  Hertford,  all  keys  belonging  unto  the  vicarage  house 
of  Watford  aforesaid,  or  do  show  good  cause  to  the  contrary 
thereof  before  this  Committee/13  He  had  some  litigation  also 
regarding  the  deanery  of  St.  Paul's,  the  shopkeepers  in  the 
neighbourhood  setting  up  their  placards  and  advertisements 
before  his  windows.     While  he  adhered  to  the  Parliament,  he 

1  Dr.  Williams's  Lib^  Morrice  MSS.,  *  Baxter's  Life  of  Sulrrster,  i.  42. 

G.  881.  »  Add.  MSS..  150*59,  fol  i*b. 
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was  opposed  to  the  execution  of  the  king,  and  preached  a 
sermon  at  Mercer's  Chapel,  January  14th,  1648,  in  which  ho 
with  great  freedom  inveighed  against  it.    About  the  same  time 
he  appeared  at  the  head  of  a  number  of  ministers  (fifty-seven), 
who  subscribed  a  paper  drawn  up  by  him  vindicating  them- 
selves against  the  charge  "  of  promoting  the  bringing  of  the 
king  to  capital  punishment/1     This  vindication  is  signed  first 
by  C.  Burges,  D.D.,  Preacher  of  the  Word   in   St.   Paul's, 
London;    then  by   W.   Gouge,  D.D.,  Pastor  of  Blackfriars; 
Edmund  Staunton,  D.D.,  Pastor  of  Kingston,  etc.    This  was 
openly  and  boldly  published  at  a  time  when  others  thought  it 
fit  to  be  silent,  that  they  might  not  expose  themselves.     And, 
as  Calamy  remarks,  Dr.  Burges  seems  to  have  been  a  person 
that  never  was  afraid  to  open  his  mind.     When  he  sat  in  the 
Assembly  of  Divines  he  argued  against  imposing  the  Covenant, 
and  refused  to  take  it  till  he  was  suspended.    But  having  once 
taken  it,  he  thought  himself  obliged  to  keep  it.     Upon  the 
imposition  of  the  Engagement  (1649)  he  retired  to  his  native 
county,  and  purchased  the  manor  at  Wells,  pertaining  to  the 
bishopric,  and  the  deanery  likewise.     He  published  a  work  in 
vindication  of  this  purchase,  entitled,  No  Sacrilege  nor  Sin  to 
Alienate  or  Purchase  the  Lands  of  Bishops  and  others  whose 
Offices  are  Abolished.    This  act  of  purchase  on  Dr.  Burges's 
part  cannot  be  called  dishonest,  for  whatever  question  there 
might  be  as  to  the  appropriation  of  church  property, — and  the 
conduct  of  Henry  VIII.,  who  did  this  wholesale,  is  usually 
condoned  by  those  who  are  ready  to  condemn  Cromwell, — Dr. 
Burges  paid  for  what  he  purchased,  and  paid  the  market  value 
at  the  time;   but  this  property,  which  he  had  bought  and 
paid  for,  was  taken  from  him  without  compensation  in  1660. 
He  preached  at  St.  Andrew's,  Wells,1  until  he  was  turned  out, 

1  "  Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  Rich.  Fairclongh  "  (Lambeth  MSS.,  A  ug., 

ye  14th  May,  1658,  there  was  exhibited  999). 

to  the  Commissioners  for  approbation  of  "  Jane  4th,  1657.    For  the  final  settling 

public  preachers  an  order  of  the  late  of  all  matters  upon  the  claims  of  Cor- 

Committee  of  Parliament  for  the  reform  uelius  Burges,   Dr.  of  Divinity.     It  is 

of  the  Universities,  whereby  Cornelius  ordered  by  and  with  the  agreement  and 

Burges,  Dr.  in  Divinity,  is  constituted  full  consent  of  the   said   Dr.  that    all 

and  appointed  minister  or  public  preacher  arrears  of  £400  a  year,  formerly  payable 

in  Andrew's  Church,  called  the  Cathedral  by  ordinance  of  Parliament,  be  continued 

Church  in  Wells,  in  the  county  of  Somer-  unto  him  till  the  12th  February,  1655, 

set.  Certificates  of  fitness  from  Ed.  Bey-  on  which  day  his  Highness  and  Council 

nolds,  Edmund  Calamy,  Simeon  Ashe,  approved   of   the  Trustees'  suspension 


&>»; 
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and  robbed  of  all  his  property  at  the  Restoration ;  whereupon 
he  returned  to  Watford,  where  he  lived  in  seclusion,  and  "  was 
brought  to  great  want  and  poverty,  and  was  eaten  up  with  a 
cancer  in  neck  and  cheek."  It  is  melancholy  to  reflect  upon 
this  sad  reverse ;  but  it  is  a  reverse  which  many  of  the  best 
men  of  that  time  suffered, — Richard  Baxter  among  the  rest, — 
and  they  who  represent  these  sufferings  as  God's  judgments  mis- 
judge the  man.  Cornelius  Burges  had  been  the  author  of  many 
learned  works ;  he  was  a  man,  wrote  Dr.  Henry  Sampson,1  "  of 
solid  parts  and  great  learning ;  he  was  excellently  skilled  in 


thereof,  and  that  he  have  from  the  12th 
February,  1655,  and  so  from  time  to  time 
thereafter,  the  yearly  sum  of  £200  for 
and  daring  his  natural  life  for  and  in 
full  satisfaction  of  all  stipends,  salaries, 
sumine  and  summes  of  money  by  him 
claimed  or  to  claim  for  these  Trustees 
by  virtue  of  any  order,  ordinance,  or  Act 
of  Parliament,  or  authority  derived  from 
them,  provided  he  the  said  Dr.  Burges 
preach  the  Gospell  from  time  to  time  in 
the  Cathedral  Church  of  Wells  twice 
every  Lord's  day.  And  that  Mr.  Laurence 
Steele,  treasurer,  doe  from  the  24th 
January  next  from  time  to  time  pave  the 
said  £200  a  year  unto  him  accordingly. 
And  it  is  further  ordered  that  the  said 
Mr.  Steele  doe  forthwith  pay  all  arrears 
of  the  premisses  and  the  growing  profits 
to  become  due  the  24th  June  next  accord- 
ing to  the  purport  of  this  present  order, 
and  that  he  likewise  continue  the  £200 
a  yeare  from  the  24th  June  from  time  to 
time  by  quarterly  payments  as  aforesaid. 
Edw.  Crossett,  Ra.  Hall,  Jo.  Humfrey, 
Richard  Yong,  Jo.  Pocock,  Geo.  Cow- 
per"  (Lambeth  MSS.,  Aug.,  993). 

"  July  22nd,  1669.  Whereas  the  Com- 
mittee for  Plundered  Ministers  upon  full 
hearing  of  these  Trustees  and  Cornelius 
Burges,  Dr.  of  Divinity,  concerning  the 
yearly  summe  of  £400  by  him  claymed 
by  ordinance  of  Parliament  of  the*  23rd 
of  April,  1(145,  and  order  of  ye  Committee 
for  Kef ormation  of  ye  Universities  of  the 
7th  January,  1651,  of  which  £200  a  year 
hath  been  discontinued  by  these  Trustees 
ever  since  the  12th  February,  1655,  and 
taking  into  consideration  the  meritt  and 
ability  of  ye  said  Dr.  Burges  being  in  ye 
beginning  of  ye  troubles  very  serviceable 
to  ye  Parliament  and  the  cause  by  them 
mayntayned  against  the  Common  Enemy, 
have  upon  the  whole  matter  ordered  that 
the  yearly  sum  of  fourscore  pounds  should 
be  added  to  ye  said  £200  a  yeare,  and 
that  ye  said  £280  a  yeare  should  be  settled 


upon  the  said  Dr.  Burges,  and  from  time 
to  time  paid  unto  him  by  quarterly  pay- 
ments for  and  during  his  natural  life,  he 
the  said  Doctor  continuing  diligently  to 
preach  the  Gospell  in  ye  Cathedral  Church 
of  Wells  during  the  said  time,  unless  the 
Parliament  should  take  further  order, 
directing  these  Trustees  to  pay  the  same 
accordingly  without  delay.  Ordered  that 
Mr.  Lawrence  Steele,  treasurer, doe  forth- 
with pay  unto  the  said  Dr.  Burges  all 
arrears  and  the  said  £200  a  yeare  due  the 
24th  June  last  and  hitherto  unpaid,  and 
that  he  continue  the  payment  thereof 
from  thenceforth  from  time  to  time  by 
(quarterly  payments  without  delay.  And 
it  is  further  ordered  that  the  further 
yearly  sum  of  £80  be  added  to  the  said 
£200  a  yeare  according  to  the  said  order 
of  ye  said  Committee  for  Plundered 
Ministers,  and  from  time  to  time  paid 
unto  him  the  said  Dr.  Burges  by  quar- 
terly payments,  and  that  ye  said  Law- 
rence Steele,  treasurer,  doe  from  time  to 
time  pay  the  same  unto  him  accordingly 
by  quarterly  payments  without  delay. 
Jo.  Thorowgood,\Y*ra.  Skynner,Ra.  HaU, 
Ri.  Sydenham,  Rich.  Yong,  Jo.  Pocock" 
(Lambeth  MSS.,  Aug.,  987). 

1  Quoted  by  Neal,  iv.  370.  Besides  his 
Sermons  before  the  Parliament,  he  pub- 
lished— A  Chain  of  Graces  drawn  out  at 
length  for  the  Reformation  of  Manners, 
12mo,  1622 ;  A  New  Discovery  of  Per- 
sonal Tithes,  1625;  The  Fire  of  the 
Sanctuary,  or  a  Tract  of  Zeal,  1625 ;  The 
Baptismal  Regeneration  of  Elect  Infants, 
1629 ;  A  Vindication  of  ihe  Reasons 
against  Bishops'  Votes  in  Parliament, 
1641 ;  A  Vindication  of  the  Sion  College 
Society,  1648;  No  Sacrilege  or  Sin  to 
Alien  or  Purchase  the  Lands  of  Bishops 
and  Chapters.  He  had  also  a  controversy 
with  Dr.  Pearson  after  the  return  of 
King  Charles  about  the  necessity  of 
Reformation  in  Doctrine,  Discipline,  and 
Worship. 
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the  liturgical  controversies  and  those  of  church  government, 
and  was  possessed  of  all  the  books  of  Common  Prayer  that 
were  ever  printed  in  England."  His  last  recorded  act,  three 
weeks  before  he  died,  was  his  sending  his  collection  of  Common 
Prayer-books  to  the  public  library  at  Oxford ;  and  in  a  spare 
leaf  before  the  title  of  one  of  them  he  wrote  this  note  with  his 
own  hand,  dated  at  Watford,  16th  May,  1665 :  "  I,  Cornelius 
Barges,  being,  by  my  dear  and  honoured  mother  the  University 
of  Oxford  made  Doctor  of  Divinity  in  1627,  and  much  grieved 
that  I  am  able  to  do  nothing  worthy  of  her,  yet  I  humbly  offer 
that  I  have— namely,  the  first  book  of  the  first  of  Edward  VL," 
and  so  on,  describing  the  rare  and  valuable  books  which  he 
thus  bequeathed;  "all  these  I  most  humbly  and  thankfully 
give  to  my  said  honourable  mother  of  Oxford,  1  being  ready 
to  die,  beseeching  her  to  account  of  these  four  small  mites  as 
our  Lord  and  blessed  Saviour  did  of  the  poor  widow  s  two 
mites,  that  by  casting  in  that  cast  in  all  she  had.  Cornelius 
Burges."  In  the  registers  of  Watford,  which  he  had  so  well 
kept  for  many  years,  we  find  the  entry  among  the  burials, 
M  Dr.  Cornelius  Burges,  9th  June,  1665." 

Philip  Goodwin,  M.A.,  of  St.  John's  College,  Cambridge, 
came  to  Watford  from  St.  Andrew's,  Hertford,  where  he  had 
been  curate,  in  1637.  He  was  already  married,  for  we  find  the 
following  entry : — Buried  Sarah,  daughter  of  Philip  Goodwin, 
September  3rd,  1638.  He  continues  to  sign  with  some  few  in- 
termissions down  to  1661,  when  he  was  ejected  for  Noncon- 
formity, and  William  Davenant  put  in  his  place.  In  1650,  the 
Commissioners  report  that "  Philip  Goodwin  is  here,  a  very  able 
preacher/'  He  was  one  of  the  Triers  appointed  for  Herts.  He 
received  the  following  Augmentation: — "  November  19th,  1659. 
Whereas  ye  vicarage  of  ye  parish  church  of  Watford,  in  ye  county 
of  Hertford,  doth  not  exceede  ye  yearly  value  of  £50  and  the 
said  parish  is  populous,  containing  a  market  toune,  in  pursuance 
of  an  order  of  the  Comtee  for  Plundered  Ministers  in  that  behalf e, 
it  is  ordered  that  ye  yearly  summe  of  £30  be  graunted  to  and 
for  increase  of  ye  maintenance  of  ye  minister  for  the  time  being 
of  the  parish  church  of  Watford  aforesaid,  being  duly  approved 
of  as  by  authority  of  Parliament,  is  directed  to  hold  to  Mr. 
Philip  Goodwin,  present  minister  there,  from  the  25th  March, 
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1659,  for  such  time  as  he  shall  continue  faithfully  to  discharge 
the  duty  of  the  minister  of  the  said  place  or  further  order, 
and  that  Mr.  Thomas  Sherman,  Receiver,  doe  pay  ye  same 
unto  him  accordingly  out  of  ye  rents  and  profitts  of  ye  tithes 
of  Westwell,  in  the  county  of  Kent,  or  other  revenue  within 
the  receipt  of  the  said  Mr.  Sherman,  not  otherwise  particularly 
disposed  of.  Wm.  Steele,  Jo.  Thorowgood,  Will.  Skynner, 
Ri.  Yong,  Jo.  Pocock."1  Goodwin  published  4<  The  Evangelical 
Communicant,  a  Treatise  declaring  who  are  to  receive  the 
Supper  of  the  Lord ;  that  it  is  an  ordinance  peculiar  to  some, 
and  not  appertaining  to  all  who  live  under  the  Word,  by  Philip 
Goodwin,  M.A.,  of  St.  John's  College,  Cambridge,  and  now 
minister  of  the  Gospel  at  Watford,  in  Hartfordshire,  1649. 
dedicated  to  the  virtuous  and  truly  religious  lady,  the  Lady  Jane 
Fitz- Williams."  In  1654  he  published  "  Dies  Dominicus  Redi- 
vivus;  w\  The  Lord's  Day  enlivened,  etc.  By  Philip  Goodwin, 
M.A.,  Preacher  of  the  Gospel  and  Pastour  of  the  Public  Con- 
gregation at  Watford;  with  a  Dedication  to  the  worshipful 
the  Justices  of  the  Peace  adjacent  Watford,  July  20th,  1654." 
And  the  next  year,  1655,  he  published  "Family  Religion 
Revived;  or,  A  Treatise  to  discover  the  good  old  way  of 
seizing  God  in  private  houses.  By  Philip  Goodwin,  Master 
in  Arts,  and  Minister  of  the  Gospel,  1655  ;  dedicated  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  town  and  parish  of  Watford,  in  Hart- 
fordshire,— Dear  neighbours,  ministers  are  not  only  called 
labourers  but  are  compared  to  persons  whose  employment  is 
planting,  ploughing,  building,  rowing  vTrrjperai  from  ipeaaco  to 
row.  His  people  are  the  city  he  is  to  watch  and  keep,  the 
vineyard  he  is  to  dress  and  plant,  the  field  he  is  to  plough  and 
sow,  the  flock  he  is  to  feed  and  lead,  the  house  he  is  to  repair 
and  build,  the  ship  he  is  to  row  and  draw.  Yours,  willing  to 
serve  you  in  soul  affairs,  Philip  Goodwin,  June  5th,  1655." 
In  this  work  he  says: — "Houses  of  sporting,  carding,  dicing  y 
dancing,  are  not  houses  for  praying,  seeking,  and  serving  God. 
I  would  report  of  a  pious  and  most  religious  knight  in  a 
neighbour  county  who,  seeing  a  servant  newly  come  to  his 
house  with  a  pair  of  cards  in  his  hand,  told  him  he  did  not 
use  to  entertain  such  inmates.     For  (said  he)  I  knew  once  a 

1  Lambeth  MSS.,  907. 
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knight's  house  in  this  land  wherein  for  a  time  were  cards  and 
prayer,  and  prayer  and  cards,  but  at  length  the  cards  cast  out 
prayer;  I  am  resolved  in  my  house  prayer  shall  keep  out 
cards"  (p.  143).  He  also  published  in  1657  The  Mystery  of 
Dreams;  still  describing  himself  on  the  title-page,  "Preacher 
of  the  Gospel  at  Watford,  in  Hertfordshire." 

We  find  during  Philip  Goodwin's  ministry  the  following 
appointment1: — "Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  the 
13th  day  of  November,  in  the  year  1654,  there  was  exhibited 
to  the  Commissioners  for  Approbation  of  Publique  Preachers 
a  nomination  of  Joseph  Jackson,  Clerk,  Master  of  Arts  to  the 
Lecture  of  Watford,  in  the  county  of  Hartford,  made  to  him 
by  Sir  Gilbert  Gerrard  and  others,  the  feoffees  for  the  electing 
and  constituting  of  the  said  Lecture,  together  with  a  testimony 
in  the  behalf  of  the  said  Joseph  Jackson  of  his  holy  and  good 
conversation.  Upon  perusal  and  due  consideration  of  the 
premisses,  and  finding  him  to  be  a  person  qualified  as  in 
and  by  the  Ordinance  for  such  approbation  is  required,  the 
Commera  above  mentioned  have  adjudged  and  approved  the 
said  Joseph  Jackson  to  be  a  fit  person  to  preach  the  Gospel, 
and  have  granted  him  admission  and  do  admit  the  said 
Joseph  Jackson  to  the  said  Lecture  in  Watford  aforesaid,  and 
do  hereby  signify  to  all  persons  concerned  therein  that  the 
said  Joseph  Jackson  is  hereby  enabled,  according  to  the 
establishment  and  constitution  of  the  said  Lecture,  to  preach 
therein  and  to  receive,  possess,  and  enjoy  all  the  stipend  or 
stipends,  rents,  duties,  and  profitts  whatsoever  as  is  or  shall 
be  to  him  according  to  the  establishment  of  the  said  lecture 
belonging.  In  witness  whereof  they  have  caused  the  Common 
Seal  to  be  hereunto  affixed,  and  the  same  to  be  attested  by  the 
hand  of  the  Regr  by  his  Highness  in  that  behalf  appointed. 
Dated  at  Whitehall  the  thirteenth  day  of  November,  1654." * 

1  Lambeth  MSSM  A 1//7.,  997;  lib.  3,  f ol.21.  To  St.  Michael's,  St.  Albans    .        .    £20 

a  In  164ti  we  find  that  the  rectory  of  „  St.  Stephens       ....    £20 

Watford,  which  was  yery  rich,  and  in  the         „  Redburne £20 

possession  of  Lord  Capell,  was  seques-  „  Abbots  Langley         .        .        .    £30 

tered  from  him  and  the  following  allot-         ;,  Harpenden £30 

ments  made :—  „  Flamstead £20 

To  Rickmansworth ....    £40         „  Sandridge £20 

„  Watford £30  „  North  Myms      ....    £20 

T,  St.  Peter's  in  St.  Albans   .        .    £30  Committee    for  Plundered  Ministers, 

„  Northaw £30  Order    Book,    286,    No.  1.  F.     Record 

..  St.  Albans  (Abbey)   .        .        .    £50  Office,  Dom.  Interregnum. 
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After  the  Act  of  Uniformity,  Richard  Roberts,  who  in  1655 
had  been  minister  of  the  Abbey  church,  St.  Albans,  and  in  1662 
was  ejected  from  the  church  at  Cullesdon,  in  Surrey,  came 
to  live  at  Watford.  "  Here  he  laboured  constantly,  and  was 
greatly  honoured  and  beloved,  even  by  the  conforming  clergy, 
and  by  the  Anabaptists  and  Quakers,  for  his  prudence,  exem- 
plary piety,  and  abundant  charity  in  that  great  but  poor  town."  * 
Upon  the  Declaration  of  Indulgence,  1672,  we  find  "  The  house 
of  Richard  Roberts,  at  Watford,  in  Hertfordshire,  September  5th, 
1672,  and  a  licence  to  Richard  Roberts  to  be  a  Presbyterian 
teacher  in  his  house  above  licensed,  September  5th,  1672."  He 
had  been  one  of  the  triers  for  the  county  of  Surrey.  The  fol- 
lowing inscriptions  in  Watford  Church  are  given  by  Chauncy : — 
"Here  lieth  the  body  of  Elizabeth.,  wife  of  Mr.  Richard  Roberts, 
of  Neesdon  family  in  Middlesex,  sometime  minister  of  the 
parish  of  Coulsdon  in  Surrey,  the  daughter  of  Dr.  William 
Gouge,  of  Blackfriars,  London,  who  died  May  9th,  1676,  in  the 
52nd  year  of  her  age.  Here  lieth  also  Mr.  Richard  Roberts, 
husband  to  the  said  Elizabeth,  who  departed  this  life  March 
3rd,  1676-7,  in  the  71st  year  of  his  age." 

We  have  the  following  record  of  three  "  Conventicles "  at 
Watford  in  the  year  1669  .-—"Watford.  (1)  At  ye  house  of 
Mr.  Roberts ;  numbers  and  quality,  considerable  of  the  middle 
and  inferior  sort ;  preacher,  the  same  Roberts,  a  Nonconformist 
minister.  (2)  In  other  places  of  the  said  town,  but  uncertainly; 
preachers  and  teachers,  the  same  Roberts,  Dr.  Stanton,  Mr. 
Jenkins  of  Langley.  (3)  At  ye  house  of  John  Crawley,  a 
joiner,  sect  Anabaptists ;  numbers  and  quality,  some  of  con- 
siderable estate;  preachers  and  teachers,  the  same  Crawley, 
John  Coleman,  farmer."2  Besides  the  licence  granted  to  Mr. 
Roberts  upon  the  Indulgence  of  1672,  we  find  one,  "  (241)  To 
Jeremiah  Froysell,  of  Garston,  in  Hertfordshire,  to  be  a  Pres- 
byterian teacher,  September  5th,  1672; "  and  also  "the  house 
of  John  Marsh,  of  Garston,  in  Hertfordshire,  licensed  for  Pres- 
byterian worship,  and  a  further  licence  to  Jeremiah  Froysell  to 
be  a  Presbyterian  teacher  at  the  house  of  John  Marsh  afore- 
said, September  30th."    Garston  is  an  estate  on  the  St.  Albans 

1  Calamy,  Account,  p.  070,  and  pp.  137,  *  Lambeth  MSS.,  639. 
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road,  three  miles  north  of  Watford,  and  bordering  on  St. 
Stephen's  parish.  John  Marsh,  Esq.,  bought  it  about  1636 
from  William  Carter,  and  was  evidently  a  man  of  influence  and 
a  Nonconformist,  licensing  his  house  for  worship.  He  died  in 
September  1681.  The  manor  of  Meriden  moreover  was  held 
by  Henry  and  Thomas  Ewer,  a  name  often  occurring  among 
the  favourers  of  Nonconformity. 

The  Baptist  Church,  Beechen  Grove,  Watford,  was  consti- 
tuted a  separate  community  in  1707.  Previously  there  was  a 
community  of  Baptists  spread  over  west  Herts  and  the  adjoin- 
ing parts  of  Bucks,  with  stations  at  Watford  and  Chesham,  but 
having  its  headquarters  at  Hemel  Hempsted,  where  Samuel 
Ewer,  the  pastor,  resided.  At  his  suggestion  a  separation  was 
made,  and  the  church  at  Watford  commenced  with  two  pastors, 
Anthony  Burgess l  and  Richard  Carter.  During  the  rest  of  the 
century  the  members  were  scattered  over  the  districts  sur- 
rounding Watford.  One  of  the  pastors  resided  at  Chipperfield, 
and  one  of  the  deacons  at  Chandler's  Cross.  In  1715  a  return 
gives  the  number  of  hearers  as  five  hundred,  including  forty- 
three  voters  for  the  county.2  The  co-pastorate  lasted  seven- 
teen years,  till  the  death  of  Mr.  Burgess  in  1724,  and  Mr. 
Carter  lived  till  1734.  The  Rev.  James  Fall  commenced  his 
ministry  in  1735,  and  continued  it  till  1763,  twenty-eight 
years.  Dr.  Gill,  from  whose  church  he  came,  preached  at  his 
ordination,  and  also  his  and  his  wife's  funeral  sermons.  Both 
the  latter  are  contained  in  Dr.  Gill's  printed  worka  After 
Mr.  Fall's  death  the  church  chose  as  their  pastor  the  Rev. 
Samuel  Medley,  known  by  his  hymns,  among  which  is  that 
beginning, — 

"Awake,  my  soul,  in  joyful  lays." 

He  was  succeeded  by  Luke  Haywood,  who  had  formerly  been 
a  soldier.  During  the  last  twenty  years  of  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury things  were  at  a  low  ebb  at  Beechen  Grove.  After  long 
probations  Mr.  Love  and  Mr.  Sandys  were  in  succession  chosen 
ministers,  but  both  retired  from  their  office  in  a  very  short 

1  One  of  the  ejected  ministers ;  Anthony  bridge,  and  a  member  of  the  Westminster 

Burgess,  M.A.,  ejected  from  Sutton  Cold-  Assembly  of  Divines.    He  was  not  akin 

field,  in  Warwickshire,  was  the  son  of  a  to    Cornelius    Burges.      Calamy,   Ace., 

learned  schoolmaster  at  Watford.    He  p.  739. 
was  fellow  of  Emmanuel  College,  Cam-  *  Evans  MSS.,  Dr.  Williams'  lib. 


862  MEMORIALS  OF  NONCONFORMITY  IN  HERTS,     [hundred  of 

time.  From  1785  to  1797  Thomas  Hunt  was  minister.  We 
find  the  following  registrations  by  him: — "362,  House  of 
John  Wilson,  Watford,  Baptists,  by  Thomas  Hunt,  minister 
15th  July,  1794.  403,  House  of  W.  Lepard,  certified  by  Thos. 
Hunt,  minister,  7th  September,  1796.  And  also  the  following : 
42C,  the  House  of  J.  Whittaker,  Watford,  Baptists,  certified  by 
Mary  Tomalin,  11th  September,  1797.  430,  The  House  of 
Mary  Tomalin,  Baptists,  certified  by  W.  Carden."1  In  1798  the 
Rev.  W.  Groser  became  pastor,  and  the  Church  revived.  The 
meeting-house  erected  in  1721  was  considerably  enlarged.  We 
find  his  name  as  certifying  places  of  worship  for  the  Baptists 
thus: — "505,  House  of  John  Bond,  and  506,  Barn  of  John 
Bond,  Abbots  Langley,  13th  July,  1799,  and  21st  June,  1800; 
547,  House  near  Beachen  Green,  8th  October,  1801 ;  and  559, 
Barn  of  S.  Salter,  Rickmansworth,  8th  July,  1802 ;  C33,  House 
of  Joseph  Springall,  Watford,  certified  by  Nathan  Sharman, 
20th  November,  1805 ;  950,  Waterdale  House,  Watford,  cer- 
tified by  W.  Groser,  minister,  26th  April,  1816;  970,  Bethesda, 
Watford,  by  W.  Groser,  18th  September,  1816."2  Mr.  Groser 
continued  in  Watford  until  1819.  A  Mr.  Jones  followed  him 
for  a  short  time,  but  was  never  chosen  as  pastor.  William 
Copley  was  minister  for  three  years,  and  John  Edwards  for 
six,  1826—1833.  In  1834  the  Rev.  Edmund  Hull,  previously 
at  Kingsbridge,  became  pastor,  and  during  his  ministry  there 
was  a  great  enlargement  of  the  Church.  In  1835  a  new  chapel 
was  built.  When  the  failure  of  his  health  obliged  Mr.  Hull  to' 
resign,  he  was  followed  by  J.  P.  Hewlett,  who  was  pastor  nine 
years ;  Clement  Bailhache  for  five  years ;  T.  Peters  for  nine 
years,  to  1874;  W.  Best,  who  settled  in  April  1875,  and  died 
on  the  18  th  of  the  following  June ;  Frederick  W.  Goad  by,  M.A., 
from  1876  to  his  death,  October  1879.  During  his  ministry 
the  present  chapel  was  erected. 

Among  the  registrations  of  places  of  religious  worship  we 
find  one  by  the  Independents  thus: — 

"  835,  House  of  James  Allen,  at  Watford,  certified  by  Richard  Hawkins, 
minister,  as  a  place  of  worship  for  the  Independents,  2nd  October,  1812." 

1  Lists  of  places  of  relipious  worship  a  Lists  in  Somerset  House  as  before 

certified  from  li>«8  to  1852.    Volume  I.       Diocese  of  London. 
Counties,  Reg.  Gen.  O.  Somerset  House. 
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And  again, — 

"878,  Gilead  Meeting  at  Watford,  Independents,  certified  by  P 
Hawkins,  minister,  30th  June,  1814." 

The  following  are  from  a  file  of  Registrations  in  t 
deaconry  of  St.  Albans : — 

"  We  do  hereby,  etc.,  certify  that  a  certain  Building  situat* 
den  hamlet,  in  the  parish  of  Watford,  in  the  possess*1^. 
Adcock,  is  intended  to  be  used  as  a  Chapel  for  religi^ : »  flfe- 
testant  Dissenters  of  the  denominations  of  Inde*pen 
18th  April,  1821.    Daniel  Adcock,  Joseph  Harding,4 
Kingham,  Wm.  Bird,  Thos.  Rose.'' 

44 1,  the  undersigned,  do  hereby  certify  that  a  house  in  my  occ> 
situated  in  Boot  Yard,  Watford,  is  intended  forthwith  to  be  used 
place  of  religious  worship  by  an  assembly  or  congregation  of  Protestam 
7th  August,  1826.     Richard  May." 

"We  .  .  .  certify  that  a  certain  Building  situate  in  Watford  Heath, 
parish  of  Watford,  in  the  possession  and  occupation  of  William  Chapman, 
is  intended  to  be  used  as  a  Chapel  for  religious  worship  by  Protestant 
Dissenters  of  the  Baptist  denomination.  24th  February,  1827.  W.  Chap- 
man, John  Edwards,  Daniel  Adcock,  Thos.  Ewins,  W.  Halifax,  W.  Young." 

"  We  .  .  .  certify  that  a  certain  Building  situate  at  Colney  Buts,  Wat- 
ford, in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Daniel  Adcock,  is  intended  to  be  used  as  a 
Chapel  for  religious  worship  by  Protestant  Dissenters  of  the  denomina- 
tions of  Independents  and  Baptists.  17th  April,  1835.  Daniel  Adcock 
Joseph  Harding,  Wm.  Young,  James  Capel,  John  Cook,  James  Bird." 

"We   .  .  .  certify  that  a  Dwelling  house  at  Watford,  now  in  the  occu-  j 

pation  of  George  Grigg,  is  intended  to  be  used  as  a  place  of  Religious  1 

Worship  by  a  congregation  of  Protestants.    20th  January,  1843.    George  j 

Gri&j,  John  Clark." 

"We,  inhabitants  of  Watford,  certify  that  a  building  situate  in  Jones'  I 

Yard,  in  the  parish  of  Watford,  now  in  the  holding  of  Richard  Margetts,  I 

Blacksmith,  of  Watford,  is  intended  to  be  used  as  a  place  of  Religious 
worship  by  a  congregation  of  Protestants.     12th  October,  1848.     Richard  \ 

Margetts,  Thos.  Margetts,  James  Wedber,  H.  Kibbell,  H.  Slade,  W.  Caffell,  j 

Jos.  Welsh,  Geo.  Moss,  J.  A.  Rust,  W.  Newmell."  j 

In  1875  the  Herts  Congregational  Union  commenced  religious  1 

services  in  the  Corn  Exchange,  and  subsequently  secured  a 
site  for  a  small  church  in  Clarendon  Road.  First  pastor,  Alfred 
Cave,  B.A. ;  present  pastor,  James  Belcher. 

The  Wesleyans  began  their  work  in  Watford  in  1808,  in  the 
Market  Place,  and  a  room  in  Hedges  Yard,  High  Street,  a 
room  afterwards  (1840)  occupied  by  the  Primitive  Methodists. 
One  of  the  members,  Mr.  Edmonds,  in  1814  built  a  chapel  in 
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Water  Lane.  In  1838  the  chapel  now  used  as  a  mission  hall 
in  Farthing  Lane  was  opened.  Watford  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  made  a  "  circuit  town  "  till  1872.  In  1869  the  ground 
on  which  the  present  buildings  stand  was  purchased ;  a  build- 
ing  was  erected  to  serve  as  a  chapel,  and  alternately  as  a 
school  of  the  larger  building.  From  Watford  there  is  no 
Wesleyan  Chapel  till  Willesden  is  reached,  on  the  London 
Road. 


HEMEL  HEMPSTEAD  CHURCH. 


II.   HUNDRED   OF  DACORUM. 

ALL  the  parishes,  save  Bushey,  in  this  Hundred  belonged  to 
the  Archdeaconry  of  Huntingdon,  which  embraced  the 
greater  part  of  Hertfordshire.  The  Hundreds  of  Dacorum, 
Hertford,  Broadwater,  Hitchin,  Odsey,  and  part  of  Edwinstree 
were  in  this  great  Archdeaconry,  and  formed  the  several 
deaneries  of  Berkhamstead,  Hertford,  Baldock,  and  Hitchin, 
belonging  to  the  huge  diocese  of  Lincoln.  There  were  thus 
seventy-seven  parishes  of  Herts  in  the  Archdeaconry  of  Hunt- 
iogdon,  and  the  headquarters  of  the  Archdeaconry  were  at 
Hitchin.  Here  the  Registrar  resided,  and  in  his  care  were  the 
documents — the  Acta  and  Transcript  Registers.  It  was  the 
duty  of  the  incumbents  and  churchwardens  of  the  several 
parishes  to  send  a  certified  copy  of  their  parish  register  of 
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births,  deaths,  and  marriages  annually  to  the  Archdeacon ;  and 
these  certified  registers,  together  with  the  Acta  (non-testa- 
mentary1), are  still  in  the  care  of  Messrs.  Hawkins  and  Lind- 
sell,  solicitors  of  Hitchin.  They  have  afforded  me  every  facility 
of  examining  these  documents,  which  I  have  found  valuable 
and  very  helpful,  especially  in  cases  where  the  original  registers 
of  a  parish  have  been  lost.  Here  is,  indeed,  a  mine  of  county 
and  ecclesiastical  lore,  which  Clutterbuck  and  Mr.  Cussans 
have  passed  by  unexplored.  The  Toleration  Act  obliged  the 
Registrar  of  the  Archdeaconry  to  keep  a  list  of  all  places  for 
religious  worship  certified  to  him  in  the  several  parishes,  and 
this  list  of  certified  places  of  Nonconformist  worship  is  in  good 
condition  in  two  parchment-bound  volumes,  called  "  Meeting- 
House  Books."  They  contain  registrations  of  no  fewer  than 
five  hundred  "  places  of  meeting  for  the  religious  worship  of 
Almighty  God,"  certified  by  Protestant  Dissenters  from  the 
Established  Church  in  these  seventy-seven  parishes  of  Hert- 
fordshire, from  the  year  1692  to  the  year  1836.  Of  course 
many  of  these  places  were  temporary,  and  denoted  only  a 
removal  of  the  same  congregation  from  a  smaller  to  a  larger 
place  of  meeting.  But  many  of  them  are  still  in  existence,  and 
are  among  the  oldest  and  most  interesting  centres  of  Noncon- 
formity in  the  county.  It  may  here  be  observed  that  these  older 
chapels  often  do  not  appear  in  the  very  imperfect  and  some- 
what misleading  Lists  of  Certified  Places  far  Religious  Worship 
issued  by  authority  of  Parliament  in  1876  and  1882.  These 
lists  are  imperfect,  even  as  it  regards  the  period  they  pro- 
fessedly deal  with  from  1852  downwards,  because  registration 
now  is  optional.  But  they  are  still  more  misleading  because 
no  statement  is  given  of  the  places  of  worship  still  existing, 
but  registered  previous  to  1852.  Under  the  Toleration  Act, 
and  prior  to  1852,  places  of  meeting  might  be  certified  to  a 
Bishop's  court,  to  an  Archdeacon's  court,  or  to  any  General  or 
Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Peace ;  and  in  the  Registrar-General  s 
care  are  a  dozen  large  folio  volumes,  with  returns  of  these 
registrations  from  the  several  dioceses,  counties,  and  boroughs. 

1  The  testamentary  Acta  are  in  the  volumes,  like  those  of  the  Archdeaconry 
Probate  Department,  Somerset  House,  of  St.  Albans,  were  likewise  deposited 
and  it  would  be  well  if  the  remaining      there. 
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1668 — 1852.  No  use  has  been  made  of  these,  and  no  reference 
is  made  to  them  in  the  authorised  Lists.  A  casual  reader,  cast- 
ing his  eye  over  the  pages  of  these  Blue  Books,  might  conclude 
that  the  bulk  of  the  Nonconformists  in  England  and  Wales 
are  Wesleyans  or  Primitive  Methodists,  the  majority  of  the 
older  chapels  belonging  to  Presbyterians,  Independents,  Bap- 
tists, and  Quakers,  though  still  in  existence,  not  appearing  in 
the  Returns. 

ALDBURY. 
Acres,  2,057  ;  pop.,  912  ;  value,  £380. 

This  beautiful  parish  was  in  the  Deanery  of  Berkhamstead, 

the  Archdeaconry  of  Huntingdon,  and  the  Diocese  of  Lincoln. 

Close  by  is  Ashridge,  where  was  a  chantry  founded  by  Edmund, 

Earl  of  Cornwall,  nephew  of  Henry  III.,  "  who  was  believed 

to  have  had  the  good  fortune  to  obtain  while  in  Saxony  a 

portion  of  a  drop  of  the  veritable  blood  of  our  Saviour.     To 

guard   this  sacred  relic,  Edmund  founded  a  new  order  of 

Augustine  monks,  called  Bon  Hommes,  who  were  to  pray  daily 

until  the  world's  end  for  the  soul  of  Richard  his  father.    Edward 

the  Black  Prince  presented  to  the  chantry  other  relics,  including 

a  piece  of  the  true  cross,  which  was  set  in  a  table  of  gold  and 

silver,  enriched  with  rubies,  sapphires,  emeralds,  and  pearls."  * 

In   1535  Ashridge  was   dissolved  and   came   to   the  Crown. 

Henry  VIII.  gave  the  rectory  to  Thomas  Babbington  and  the 

Hydes,  and  the  lords  of  the  manor  have  held  it  ever  since, 

save  during  the  Commonwealth.     In  1576,  we  find  Matthias 

Watts,  M.A.,  at  Aldbury,  and  described  as  concionator,  or 

preacher.2     In  the  records  of  the  Archdeaconry  of  Hunts  the 

registers  of  this  parish,  the  originals  of  which  are  lost,  are  in 

good  preservation  from  the  year  1610  downwards.     In  that 

year  Matthias  Watts  signs  as  minister,  John  Barnes  and 

W.  Glenister  as  churchwardens.     In  1617,  on  April  29th,  we 

have  the  following  certificate :   "  Aldeburie.    There  is  not  anie 

recusant   within   our  parish.     Edmund  Paris  and   Timothy 

Danburie  remaine  excommunicate,  and  have  not  received  the 

holie  communion  this  Easter.     Math.   Watts."     And  again  : 

"  3rd  September,  1627.     There  is  not  anie  recusant  in  our 

1  Cuaaans'  Dacorum,  81.  2  Lambeth  MSS.,  900. 
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parish  that  hath  not  received  the  liolie  communion  this  Easter 
saving  Timothy  Danburie,  which  was  and  yet  is  sick,  who  hath 
promised  to  receive  the  next  communion  if  he  liveth  thereto ; 
and  saving  Joan  Mead,  widow.  Math.  Watts."  These  parish- 
ioners were  probably  Puritans.  In  "  163C  Math.  Watts,  late 
rector  of  this  parish  of  Aldbury,  was  buried,  January  12th." 
And  already  in  163G-7  Thomas  Gilpin  signs  as  rector.  In 
1038  one  George  Bayly  signs  as  curate,  and  Thomas  Gilpin 
again  as  rector  in  1839.  He  appears  as  one  of  the  sequestered 
clergy  in  Walker's  list.  And  this  is  confirmed  by  the  Minutes 
of  the  Committee  for  Plundered  Ministers,1  June  14th,  1645. 
"  The  petition  of  Thomas  Gilping,  from  whom  the  rectorie  of 
Aldbury,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  is  sequestered  for  liberty 
to  officiate  there  again  was  read  and  denyed."  This  is  followed 
by  another  petition  from  him  "for  maintenance  out  of  the 
rectorie  of  Aldbury."  He  was  supplanted  by  James  Porty, 
a  Scotchman,  who  signs  the  petition  of  the  Herts  ministers  in 
1640,  praying  for  "the  setting  up  of  government  according 
to  our  Covenant"  and  the  Directory.  The  Commissioners  to 
inquire  concerning  Church  livings  in  1G50  report  that  this 
rectory  was  worth  £70  per  annum,  that  it  was  sequestered 
from  Thomas  Gilpin,  clerk,  and  that  the  cure  was  supplied  by 
Mr.  James  Porty,  a  Scotchman,  by  order  of  the  Committee  for 
Plundered  Ministers,  and  that  Mr.  Thomas  Hide,  Bart.,  was 
then  patron." 2  This  Mr.  Porty  left  before  1634,  for  in  that  year 
Edward  Wirley  appears  as  preacher,  and  he  is  named  by 
Walker  likewise. 

"  Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  whereas  the  Rectory  of  Aldbury* 
in  the  county  of  Hartford,  is  and  standeth  sequestered  from  Mr.  Thomas 
Gilpin,  late  Rector  thereof,  and  Mr.  Edward  Wirley  iB  by  hia  Highnes, 
Oliver,  Lord  Protector  of  the  Commonwealth  of  England,  etc.,  under 
his  seale  manuall  nominated  public  preacher  there.  The  Commissioners 
appointed  for  approbation  of  publique  preachers  being  thereunto  required 
by  his  HighneB  on  the  behalfe  of  the  said  Edward  Wirley,  and  finding 
him  to  be  a  person  qualified  as  in  and  by  the  ordinance  for  such  approba- 
tion is  specified,  doe  by  these  presentes  ratine  and  confirme  and  allow 
him  the  said  Edward  Wirley  to  be  and  continue  in  the  said  sequestered 
Rectory  as  publique  preacher  there,  and  receive,  possess,  and  enjoy  all 
rents,  duties,  and  profits  whatsoever  incident  and  belonging  to  the  Rectory 

'  B.  M.  Add.  MSS.,  15«69,f.  174.  2  Lambeth  MSS..  Survey,  voLx. ;  Lans- 

downe  MSS.,  B.  M.,  469. 
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of  Aldbury  aforesaid,  in  as  full  and  ample  manner  as  bqing  present  incum- 
bent he  ought  or  might  enjoy  the  same.  In  witnes  whereof  they  have 
caused  the  common  seale  to  be  hereunto  affixed,  and  the  same  to  be 
attested  by  the  hand  of  the  Register  by  his  Highnesse  in  that  behalfe 
appointed.  Dated  at  Whitehall  the  twelfth  day  of  January,  one  thousand 
six  hundred  fifty  and  four.  Edw.  Wirley,  No.  649,  pres.  9th  December, 
1664,  cert,  as  aforesaid  by  Robert  Garrett,  Thos.  Constable,  John  Wilkins, 
of  Martin's,  London."  l 

"  April  22nd,  1656.  These  Trustees  having  lett  the  tithes  of  Aldbury, 
in  the  county  of  Hertford,  unto  Colonel  Philip  Twisselton  to  hold  from 
the  25th  March,  1655,  for  one  year,  they  are  now  satisfied  that  several  of 
the  said  tithes  amounting  to  the  summe  of  £12  12*.  mentioned  in  a  paper 
now  exhibited  by  the  said  Colonel  were  received  by  the  former  lessees, 
becoming  due  before  the  9th  July,  1655,  when  the  former  lease  expired. 
It  is  therefore  ordered  that  the  said  £12  12*.  be  abated  the  said  Colonel 
Twisselton  of  the  rent  by  him  payable  to  these  Trustees  out  of  the  pre- 
misses, provided  that  this  order  be  first  entered  with  the  auditor.  Edw. 
Creese tt,  Ra.  Hall,  Jo.  Humfrey,  Jo.  Pocock,  Ri.  Yong."  "Upon  con- 
sideration of  the  case  of  Edward  Wirley,  Incumbent  of  the  benefice  of 
Aldbury,  it  is  ordered  that  upon  payment  of  the  arrears  of  tithes  during 
his  incumbency  the  demand  for  payment  of  them  before  be  respited, 
whereof  Mr.  Geo.  Farrington,  solicitor,  is  to  take  notice." 

It  appears  that  Edward  Wirley  did  not  remain  till  the 
Restoration,  for  one  of  the  latest  appointments  by  Richard 
Cromwell,  Protector,  was  that  of  Francis  Plomer  to  this 
parish.    It  is  as  follows : — 

"Aldbury,  in  county  Hertford,  Mr.  Francis  Plomer  admitted  the  22nd 
day  of  April,  1669,  to  the  Rectory  of  Albury,  in  the  county  of  Hertford, 
upon  a  pres.  exhibited  the  same  day  from  His  Highnes  Richard,  Lord 
Protector,  under  his  seal  manual  and  certificates  from  W.  Stane,  Tho. 
Relfe,  Wm.  Hoole,  Mr.  of  the  Savoy."8 

Mr.  Plomer  was  not  permitted  long  to  hold  his  appointment. 
In  1660  he  was  ejected  to  make  way  for  Qilpin.  In  1677 
David  Lloyd,  curate,  signs  the  register.  On  September  5th, 
1676,  proceedings  were  taken  in  the  Archdeacon's  Court  against 
William  Everton,  of  Aldbury,  Nathanael  Ecles,  of  Harpenden, 
and  others,  for  their  Nonconformity. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  rectors  here,  1576 — 1662 : — 

1576.  Matthias  Watts. 

1637.  Thomas  Gilpin. 

1645.  James  Porty.     \  Q^^g^^  1660.  Thomas  Gilpin,  restored. 

1664.  Edward  Wirley.  V    wea|t|J  1677.  David  Lloyd,  curate. 

1669.  Francis  Plomer.) 

»  Lambeth  MSS.,  Aug.,  997.    Bee  also  971  and  972.  *  Ibid.,  999,  f.  262. 
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The  following  are  the  places  of  meeting  for  religious 
worship  registered  under  the  Toleration  Act: — 

1.  "To  the  Archdeacon  of  Huntingdon.  These  are  to  certifie  that  a 
congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters  do  intend  to  meet  for  Religions 
Worship  at  the  house  of  Austin  Brooks,  in  the  parish  of  Albury,  in  the 
county  of  Hertford.  Witness  our  hands  this  30th  day  of  June,  1099. 
Austin  Brooks,  Robert  Warner,  John  Browne.     Reg.  15th  July,  1699." 

2.  "To  the  Archdeacon  of  Huntingdon.  These  are  to  certifie  those 
whom  it  may  concern  that  there  is  a  meeting-place  for  Religious  Worship 
to  be  holden  by  the  Presbyterians  or  Independents  at  ye  dwelling-house 
of  Samuel  Puddefoot,  in  the  town  of  Albury,  in  the  county  of  Harts. 
Subscribed  by  us  this  20th  day  of  August,  1707.  William  Almond, 
William  Grover,  Samuel  Partridge,  Daniel  Puddefoot  Reg.  22nd 
September,  1707." 

3.  "We,  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed,  being  Protestant 
Dissenters,  and  well  affected  to  his  Majesty  King  George  and  the  happy 
constitution  we  are  under,  do  desire  that  the  dwelling-house  of  Mr.  Beacon 
Bedford,  of  Aldbury,  be  licensed  for  a  place  for  the  worship  of  God.  In 
witness  whereof  we  have  here  set  to  our  hands  this  17th  day  of  January, 
1747-8.  Beacon  Bedford,  William  Coals,  Geo.  Davies,  Wm.  Woster, 
Joseph  Butterfield." 

4.  "  We,  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed  Protestant  Dissenters, 
residing  at  and  near  Aldbury,  have  agreed  to  appropriate  the  dwelling- 
house  of  Mr.  John  Grover,  baker,  at  Aldbury,  for  the  Public  Worship  of 
Almighty  God,  and  request  that  the  same  may  be  registered  in  the 
Archdeacon's  Court!  agreeable  to  the  Act  in  that  case  provided.  As 
witness  our  hands  John  Grover,  Daniel  Humphrey,  James  Partridge, 
John  Folks,  John  Clbmxnt,  Dissenting  minister  at  Tring.  Reg.  4th 
June,  1795." 

5.  "Aldbury.  Place  of  meeting,  the  dwelling-house  and  barn  of  Mrs. 
Martha  Calverhouse  for  Protestant  Dissenters,  March  8th,  1809.  Witness 
our  hands,  Martha  Calverhouse,  John  Griffiths,  minister,  James 
Partridge,  Thos.  Cooley,  John  Grover." 

"Aldbury.  The  barn  joining  the  dwelling-house  of  Mr.  John  Grover 
for  Protestant  Dissenters,  March  9th,  1809.  Witness  our  hands,  John 
Clbmvnt,  John  Grover,  John  Fulks." 

6.  "  Aldbury.  House  of  Ann  Hall,  Protestant  Dissenters,  August  11th, 
1827.    Witnesses,  Ann  Hall,  James  Partridge,  Daniel  Clement." 

In  a  list  of  registrations  before  the  Quarter  Sessions  occur 
the  following : — 

7.  "45,  Albury  (no  place  named).    MichL  Session,  1691. 

8.  "62,  Albury,  a  place  certified  by  Nathan  Robinson  of  Albury. 
Epiph.  Session,  1692." 
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BERKHAMSTEAD    ST.    PETER. 
Acres,  4,250  ;  pop.,  4,484 ;  value,  £450. 

This  town  is  distinguished  very  early  in  ecclesiastical  history 
as  a  place  of  a  Council  (the  CouiicU  of  Berkhamstead),  held  in 
the  year  697,  under  Archbishop  Britwald  (Bertuald)  of  Canter- 
bury and  the  Bishop  of  Rochester.  There  were  several  priests 
and  rich  laity  present,  including  some  soldiers.  The  twenty- 
eight  canons  passed  are  called  judicia  Withredi  regis,  and 
are  of  a  singular  kind  :— 

"1,  The  churches  are  to  be  free  of  taxation ;  2,  to  violate  the  claim 
of  the  Church  is  as  bad  as  to  violate  that  of  the  king ;  4,  foreigners  not 
behaving  themselves  are  to  be  hunted  out  of  the  country,  or,  5,  pay  one 
hundred  solidi ;  6,  a  priest  refusing  baptism,  or  being  so  drunk  that  he 
cannot  officiate,  is  to  be  removed ;  7,  if  a  slave  works  on  Sunday  by  his 
master's  command,  the  master  must  atone  this  by  eighty  sodato,  or ; 
8,  if  a  slave  works  of  his  own  accord  on  Sunday,  he  must  be  beaten  or 
pay  his  master  six  solidi;  9,  if  a  freeman  works  he  must  go  to  the 
pillory ;  13,  he  who  sacrifices  to  the  devil  suffers  confiscation ;  14,  if  a 
slave  he  must  pay  stripes  or  six  solidi ;  15,  he  who  gives  his  slaves  flesh  on 
fast  days  must  redeem  himself  from  the  pillory ;  16,  if  a  slave  of  his  own 
will  eats  flesh  he  must  pay  stripes  or  eight  solidi ;  17,  the  word  of  a  bishop 
or  king  is  as  good  as  an  oath ;  25,  he  who  kills  a  thief  has  nothing  to 
pay  ;  27,  a  slave  who  steals  must  be  sold  across  the  sea ;  28,  a  wandering 
stranger  is  to  be  treated  as  a  thief." l 

Early  Protestantism  finds  its  first  historical  expression  in 
the  foundation  of  Dean  Incent's  School.  In  1523  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Berkhamstead  agreed  to  devote  the  lands  belonging  to 
one  of  the  old  Popish  hospitals  (the  brotherhood  of  St.  John 
Baptist)  to  the  building  of  a  school,  and  providing  a  master  to 
give  gratuitous  instruction  to  poor  children.  In  this  they  were 
led  by  John  Incent,  a  native  of  the  town,  and  one  of  the 
brotherhood  of  St.  John.  He  had  been  educated  first  at 
Cambridge,  and  then  at  All  Souls  College,  Oxford,  where 
(January  26th,  1506)  he  was  admitted  Bachelor  of  Canon  Law, 
and  two  days  after  Bachelor  of  Civil  Law.  In  July  and 
November  1513,  he  supplicated  to  be  admitted  as  Doctor  of 
Canon  Law.  He  was  vicar-general  to  Bishop  Fox,  of  Win- 
chester, and  Master  of  St  Cross,  Winchester,  in  1524.  As 
Canon  of  St  Paul's  he  was  present  at  the  condemnation  of  the 

1  Hefele,  Conciliengeschichte,  Hi.  824,  825. 
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Protestant  martyr,  Richard  Bayfield,  and  gave  his  approval  to 
that  martyrdom.  On  his  deathbed  he  owned  with  sorrow  and 
remorse  that  he  had  been  guilty,  in  1538,  of  instigating  to  the 
murder  of  Robert  Packington,  a  Protestant,  who  was  myste- 
riously shot  dead  as  he  was  crossing  Cheapside  to  the  Mercers" 
Chapel,  while  the  murderer  escaped.  "  The  mystery  was  never 
cleared  till  Dean  Incent  on  his  deathbed  confessed  that  he 
himself  had  been  the  author  thereof,  by  hiring  an  Italian  for 
forty  crowns  or  thereabout  to  do  the  feat.  For  the  testimony 
whereof,"  says  Fox,  "  and  also  for  the  repentant  words  of  the 
said  Incent,  the  names  both  of  them  who  heard  him  confess 
it,  and  of  them  which  heard  the  witnesses  report  it,  remain  yet 
in  memory,  to  be  produced,  if  need  required."1  Of  this  deed 
he  bitterly  repented,  and  came  himself  to  see  the  truth  of  the 
doctrines  he  then  hated.  In  1540  he  became  Dean  of  St. 
Paul's,  and  the  year  following  endowed  the  Free  School  at 
Berkhamstead  for  a  hundred  and  twenty  scholars.  He  died 
the  12th  September,  1545*  "When  the  school  was  thus 
finished  the  Dean  sent  for  the  chief  men  of  the  town  into  the 
school,  where  he,  kneeling  down,  gave  thanks  to  Almighty 
God  who  had  given  him  life  to  see  the  perfection  of  that  work 
which  both  he  and  the  town  and  country  had  been  about  for 
twenty  years  before.  Then  he  called  for  Richard  Rive,  and 
placed  him  in  the  seat  there  made  for  the  schoolmaster,  and  so 
appointed  him  to  be  master,  and  after  that,  took  him  by  the 
hand  and  gave  him  possession  of  the  lodging  pertaining  to  the 
office.  In  like  manner  he  placed  John  Audley  to  be  usher 
and  Job  East  to  be  chaplain.  The  Dean  died  the  following- 
year.8  In  the  third  year  of  Edward  VI.  it  was  enacted  that 
"  the  school  be  called  The  Free  School  o/Kvng  Edward  VI.  in 
Berkharnstead  for  ever  more.  That  the  warden  of  All  Souls, 
Oxford,  should  every  third  year  visit  the  school  with  power  to 
displace  the  master  and  usher  if  he  should  find  that  they  did 
not  do  their  duty." 

The  first  master,  Richard  Rive  or  Reeve,  was  a  thorough 
Protestant,  and  "  of  Calvin's  school."    John  Fox,  in  his  Acts 

i  Fox,  Acts  and  Monuments,  fol.  ed.,  II.,  3  Chauncy,  ii  646.    See  also  History  of 

421,  865.  Berkhamstead,  by  J.  W.  Cobb,  pp.  84-88. 

1  Wood's  Fasti  Ox.t  and  Newcourt,  L  47. 
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and  Monuments,  refers  to  him,  and  tells  us  that  "at  the 
burning  of  John  Scrivener,  a  martyr,  at  Amersham  (1521), 
one  Thomas  Dorman  was  present  and  bare  a  faggot.  He  was 
uncle  to  this  our  Dorman  [a  Papist  and  a  writer  against  the 
Protestants],  and  found  him  at  school  at  Barchamstead  under 
Master  Reeve.  This  Master  Dorman  (the  nephew)  because  he 
'was  by  his  uncle  put  to  school  at  Barchamstead  to  Mr.  Reeve 
bemg  a  Protestant,  therefore  for  the  same  cause  in  the  first 
sentence  of  his  preface  saith  that  'he  was  brought  wp  vn, 
CcUvin'8  school'  nl 

During  the  first  half  of  the  seventeenth  century  the  masters 
of  the  school  were  successively  Thomas  and  Henry  Hunt; 
the  rector2  of  the  church  was  Thomas  Newman,  who  has  put 
his  name  at  the  foot  of  each  page  of  the  registers  from  1535. 
He  came  in  1598,  and  in  1599  we  find,  "May  6th,  Francis, 
son  of  Thomas  Newman,  rector,  baptized."  He  is  named 
among  the  copyholders  of  Berkhamstead  as  "  Thomas  Newman, 
parson."* 

The  following  is  an  inventory  of  "  Goodes  belonging  to  the 
Church  in  1607":— 

"Imprimis,  a  Communion  Table;  a  form  to  it  Two  forms.  One 
•carpet  for  the  communion.  A  fyne  tablecloth  with  a  decent  surplis  for 
the  minister.  A  communion  cuppe  of  silver  with  a  cover  to  it  of  silver. 
A  lynen  cloth  to  lap  it  in.  Two  communion  books.  A  Bible  of  the  largest 
volume.     The  Paraphrasis  of  Erasmus.     Both  the  tomes  of  homilies. 

Doctor  Jewell's  books  between  Dr.  Harding  and  him.    Dr.  C 's  books 

of  the  Exposition  of  the  first  Lessons.  One  book  of  the  Canons.  The 
bishoppe's  articles.  A  book  of  thanksgiving  to  God  for  the  late  deliver- 
ance at  the  Parliament  House.  A  table  of  the  commandments.  A  decent 
pulpit  and  a  cloth  to  it.  A  chest  for  the  register.  Signed,  Thomas  New- 
man."— Ada. 

About  the  same  date  we  find  "  the  names  of  all  excommunicate 
persons  within  the  parish.     Thomas  Freeman,  Elizabeth,  the 

1  Fox,  Acts  and  Mon..  ii.  40.  The  work  vin's  religion,  was  first  brought  by  my 

referred  to  is  entitled  "A  proof e  of  Cer-  friends  to  the  famous  school  of  Wy- 

teyne  Articles  in  Religion  denied  by  M.  cham,"  etc.    Fox  notes,   touching  the 

JneU,  sett  forth  in  defence  of  the  Catho-  burning  of  Scrivener,  that "  his  children 


lyke  beleef  therein  by  Thomas  Dorman,  were  compelled  to  set  fire  to  their  father.'* 

Bachiler  of  Divinite.    Antwerp,  1564."  3  In  1576  we  find  John  Bullock,  MJL, 

The  following  are  the  words  referred  condonator,  t.e.,  preacher  at  Berkham- 

to:— "It   prycketh   now   fast   (if    my  stead  Magna.    Lambeth  MSS.,  900,  vol. 

memory  fayle  me  not),  ryght  worshipful  xii. 

air,  toward   the    poynt    of    seventeen  *  Lambeth  MSS.,  805. 

yeares,  when  I,  a  young  novice  of  Cal- 
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wife  of  William  Bullock,  William  Gilliard,  Margaret  Broup, 
Bartholomew  Fountain,  et  uxor  ejus,"  for  not  coming  to  church. 
Colonel  Axtell,  a  zealous  Parliamentary  leader,  was  born  here; 
"  1622,  Daniell,  ye  sonne  of  William  Axtill,  was  baptized  ye 
26th  of  Hay."  His  mind  was  of  a  serious  cast,  and  was  early 
tinctured  with  Puritanical  principles,  which  made  him  "a 
zealous  follower  of  that  sect"  He  espoused  very  warmly  the 
Parliamentary  cause,  and  determining  to  devote  his  life  to  its 
service  he  quitted  his  trade  (a  grocer)  and  entered  the  army, 
where  by  his  zealous  and  able  conduct  he  raised  himself  to  the 
several  commands  of  Captain,  Major,  and  Lieut-Colonel  in  a 
regiment  of  foot.  At  the  trial  of  Charles  I.  he  had  command 
of  the  soldiers  below  stairs.1  He  was  one  of  Cromwell's  most 
trusted  generals.  He  was  active  in  reducing  Ireland,  and  was 
governor  of  Kilkenny  for  some  time.  He  was  among  the  last 
to  hold  his  ground  against  Sir  G.  Booth  and  General  Monk. 
Upon  the  restoration  of  Charles  II.  he  was  hanged  at  Tyburn 
as  a  regicide,  October  19th,  1660.  Another  of  the  notables 
of  Berkhamstead  was  Sir  Edward  Waterhouse,  and  his  nephew 
John,  baptized  here  November  12th,  1570,  who  distinguished 
himself  as  physician  to  the  Parliamentary  forces  in  Ireland, 
on  which  account  Oliver  Cromwell,  when  Chancellor  of  the 
University  of  Oxford,  ordered  that  he  should  receive  the 
degree  of  M.D.  Among  the  Puritans  of  Berkhamstead  must 
also  be  named  Francis  Combe,  who  in  1641  gave  an  annuity  of 
£6  138.  4d  for  a  Monday  Lecture  to  be  preached  in  Berkham- 
stead Church.  And  in  the  Commons  Journals  3  it  is  recorded 
that  "  Upon  the  humble  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Berk- 
hamstead St.  Peter,  that  a  Lecture  might  be  settled  on  Mondays 
by  the  neighbour  ministers  named  in  the  Petition,  it  is 
ordered  so." 

Coming  to  the  time  of  the  Long  Parliament  and  the  Com- 
monwealth, the  registers  show  that  Thomas  Newman  was  here 
in  1639,  and  it  was  from  him  that  the  rectory  was  sequestered 
in  1642.  Walker  names  John  Napier  as  ejected  by  the  Par- 
liament; but  he  adds  that  he  obtained  a  small  donative  in 
Bucks  during  the  Commonwealth,  and  lived  to  be  restored. 
According  to  this  the  Parliament  did  not  treat  him  badly.    He 

1  Clutterbuck,  i.  315.  *  ii.  638. 
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was  probably  only  curate  to  Thomas  Newman.  There  is  an 
entry  of  the  baptisms  of  eight  children  of  John  Napier,  one 
after  another,  1648  to  1659,  and  also  of  the  children  of  Francis 
Wethered,  written  in  the  same  way  by  "John  Napier,  rector."1 
The  registers  seem  to  have  been  kept  during  the  Common- 
wealth out  of  the  hands  of  the  successive  ministers,  regarding 
whom  we  find  somewhat  in  the  Minutes  of  the  Com*66  for 
Plundered  Ministers.  The  succession  of  ministers  seems  to 
have  been  (1)  George  Phippon,  who  did  not  remain  here.  (2) 
William  Harrison,  M.A.,  who  signed  the  petition  of  Hertford- 
shire ministers  for  the  settling  of  the  Directory  and  Church 
government  "according  to  our  Covenant,"  in  1646.  In  the 
registers  we  find  this  entry,  "  1645.  Now  began  the  Directory." 
He  left  in  1647.  (3)  David  Bramley,  named  in  1650  as  mini- 
ster here  by  the  Commissioners  to  inquire  touching  Church 
livings.  (4)  Richard  Lee,  1656.  The  following  are  the  extracts 
from  the  Minutes  of  Committee  relating  to  these  ministers : — 

"  March  29th,  1645.  It  is  ordered  that  some  godly  orthodox  divine  be 
commended  to  the  sequestration  of  the  Rectorie  and  Church  of  Barkhain- 
stead  St.  Peter's,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  and  to  officiate  the  cure 
there. — It  is  ordered  that  George  Phippon,  minister  of  the  word,  be 
commended  to  the  Committee  of  the  Assembly  of  Divines  for  examination 
of  ministers,  who  are  hereby  desired  to  examine  the  fitness  of  the  said 
Mr.  Phippon  to  have  the  sequestration  of  the  Rectorie  and  Church  of 
Barkhamstead  St.  Peter's,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  and  to  officiate  the 
cure  there,  and  to  certify  the  same. — April  19th,  1645.  Whereas  the 
Rectorie  of  the  Parish  of  Barkhamstead  St.  Peter's,  in  the  county  of 
Hertford,  is  and  standeth  sequestered  by  order  of  this  Com*0  from 
Thomas  Newman,  Rector  thereof,  for  his  malignancie  against  the  Parlia- 
ment ;— It  is  ordered  that  William  Harrison,  Master  of  Arts,  a  godlie 
and  orthodox  divine,  doe  forthwith  officiate  the  cure  of  the  said  Church 
as  Rector,  and  preach  diligently  to  the  parishioners  there,  and  shall  have 
for  his  paynes  therein  the  parsonage  house  and  glebe  lands,  all  the  tithes, 
rents,  duties,  and  profits  whatsoever  of  the  said  rectorie  till  further  order 
shall  be  taken  in  the  premisses.  And  all  persons  are  required  quickly  to 
permit  the  said  Mr.  Harrison  to  officiate  the  cure,  and  to  enter,  possess, 
and  enjoy  the  said  house,  tithes,  rents,  duties,  and  profits  whatsoever  of 
the  said  rectorie,  as  they  will  answer  the  contrary  at  their  peril. 

"May  12th,  1647.     Upon  hearing  the  cause  between  Mr.  Harrison  to 

whom  the  Rectory  of  Barkhamstead,  in  the  County  of  Hertford,  is 

sequestred,  the  parishioners  thereof  in  the  procedure  of  parties  on  both 

sides,  and  the  counsel  of  the  said  Mr.  Harrison : — It  is  thought  fit  to  order 

1  Add.  M8S.,  B.M.,  156G9.  f.  91. 
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upon  due  consideration  of  the  whole  matter  that  the  said  Mr.  Harrison 
shall  pay  unto  the  sequestrators  of  the  said  Rectory,  or  Churchwardens  of 
the  said  Parish,  the  sum  of  twelve  pounds  of  lawful  money,  out  of  the 
profits  of  the  said  Rectory  by  him  received  for  the  use  of  the  next 
minister  which  shall  be  posted  in  the  said  Rectory,  in  full  satisfaction  of 
all  claims  and  demands  whatsoever  out  of  any  of  the  profits  of  the  said 
Rectory,  to  be  by  the  said  Mr.  Harrison  discounted  upon  any  pretence  of 
service  which  the  said  Mr.  Harrison  ought  to  have  performed,  and  that 
the  same  being  paid  all  reckonings  whatsoever  between  the  said  parties 
for  and  in  respect  of  the  said  sequestration  are  to  be  discharged. 

"  May  7th,  1647.1  This  Com***  do  appoint  to  heare  the  cause  between 
Mr.  Harrison,  to  whom  the  Rectorie  of  Barkhamstead  St.  Peter's,  in  the 
county  of  Hertford,  is  sequestered,  and  the  Bayliffe,  Burgesses,  and  inhabit- 
ants of  Barkhamstead  Peter's  aforesaid  on  Wednesday  next ;  whereof  the 
said  Bayliffe  and  inhabitants  are  to  have  convenient  notice. 

"June  11th,  1647.  Whereas  the  Rectorie  of  Barkhamstead  Peter, 
in  the  county  of  Hertford,  is  sequestered  from  Thomas  Newman,  and 
William  Harrison  is  settled  therein,  who  hath  since  left  the  same, 
it  is  ordered  that  William  Hill  and  William  Theed,  Churchwardens  of 
the  said  parish,  John  Benning  and  Robert  Benning,  two  of  the  Burgesses 
of  Barkhamstead  Peter  aforesaid,  and  Nathan  Payne,  and  Oliver  Blabb, 
inhabitants  of  the  said  towne,  do  provide  for  the  service  of  the  cure  of 
the  said  Parish,  and  collect,  gather,  and  receive  the  tithes,  rents,  duties, 
and  profitts  of  the  said  Rectory,  and  therewith  satisfie  such  person  and 
persons  as  they  shall  from  time  to  time  so  provide  to  officiate  the  cure  of 
the  said  Church  from  and  during  the  space  of  three  months  now  next 
ensueing.  And  the  said  parties  are  hereby  authorized  to  receive  of  the 
said  Mr.  Harrison  the  twelve  pounds  ordered  to  be  by  him  paid  by  order 
of  the  twelfth  of  May  last,  and  to  dispose  thereof  according  to  the  purpose 
of  the  said  order.  In  default  whereof  it  is  ordered  that  the  said  Mr. 
Harrison  doo  make  his  appearance  before  this  Committee  on  the  18th  day 
of  June  instant,  to  show  cause  to  the  contrary  whereof  he  is  not  to  fail  at 
hisperiL" 

William  Harrison  was  followed  after  an  interval  by  David 
Bramley.     It  appears  from  the  Church  wardens'  Accounts9 

i  Add.  MSB*  15671.  which  was  lately  given  by  the  worthie 

*  B.  Mn  Add.  MSB.  18,773,  foL  189-  Francis  Combe,  Esq.,  towards  the  main- 

156.    Here  we  also  find  the  following :  tenance  of  the  same.    Fra.  Nixon,  Wm. 

"4  Sept..  1659.  We,  whose  names  are  here-  Hill,  Bob.  Renold,  Ralph  Benning!  Tho. 

unto  subscribed,  do  nominate  Thomas  Hawes,  junr.,  Fra.  Clarke,  John  Childe, 

ABNOLDf  clerk,  to  be  our  Lecturer  for  Wm.    Babbe,   Thoe.    Hawes,    Nathan 

the  parish  of  Berkhamstead  St.  Peter,  Payne "  (foL  161).    "  16  Dec\,  1660.  We 

there  to   preach   by  himself,  or  some  ...  do  nominate  and  elect  Francis 

able  minister  of  his  procurement,  every  D  UN  com  BK,clerke,  Lecturer  of  this  parish 

Monday,  to  begin  at  the  hour  of  ten  of  of  Berkhamstead,  to  preach  there  by 

the  clock ;  so  to  continue  every  Monday  himself,  or  some  able  minister  of  his 

successively  for  the  space  of  one  whole  providing,  every  Monday.  (Signed)  John 

year  from  the  date  above  written,  and  to  Napier,  Rector.     Napier  signs  down  to 

receive  and  take  that  benefit  and  profit  1681,  and  in  1682  Hob.  Brabant. 
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that  John  Napier  officiated  as  "minister"  in  1648-9,  that 
David  Bramley  came  in  1650,  and  was  here  the  three  following 
years.  The  Parliamentary  Commissioners  of  1650  report  that 
"the  cure  is  supplied  by  David  Bramble,  clerk,  by  order  of 
the  Committee  for  Plundered  Ministers,  and  that  it  was  seques- 
tered from  John  Napier,  clerk."  *  In  1656  we  find  another 
change,  and  Richard  Lee  gained  the  appointment. 

"  Oliver,  Lord  Protector  of  the  Commonwealth  of  England,  Scotland, 
and  Ireland,  and  the  dominions  thereto  belonging,  To  all  persons  who  have 
or  snail  have  sufficient  authority  or  power  in  this  behalf  greeting.  We 
nominate  and  present  Richard  Lee,  Clerk  to  the  Rectory  of  St.  Peter's, 
Baxkhamstead,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  being  under  sequestration  now 
lawfully  and  of  right  void.  And  to  our  nomination  or  presentation  of 
full  right  or  howsoever  belonging,  commanding,  and  requiring  you  forth- 
with to  admit  the  said  Richard  Lee  to  the  Rectory  of  Barkhamstead 
aforesaid,  and  that  you  truly  and  lawfully  institute  him  Rector  there. 
And  that  likewise  you  invest  him  with  all  his  rights  and  appurtenances 
whatsoever.  And  that  you  do  perform  and  fully  accomplish  all  and  every 
the  singular  Acts  which  your  office  obligeth  you  to  discharge  herein. 
In  witness  whereof  we  have  caused  this  our  letter  to  be  made  patent, 
witness  ourself  at  Westminster,  this  20th  June,  1656.  By  the  Lords1 
commission  of  the  great  seal,  Hastings."2 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  rectors  here,  St.  Peter,  1576 — 

1662:— 

1576.  John  Bullock,  MA.  1646.  William  Harrison,  M.A. 

1584.  William  Painter  (?)  1648.  John  Napier. 

1598.  Thomas  Newman.  1650.  David  Bramley. 

1640.  John  Napier,  curate.  1656.  Richard  Lee. 

1643.  George  Phippon.  1660.  John  Napier,  restored. 

Upon  the  passing  of  the  Toleration  Act  the  Nonconformists 
of  this  parish  soon  availed  themselves  of  the  freedom  thus 
granted.     We  find  the  following  licenses : — 

1.  "  73.  Berkhamsted  St.  Peter,  Anabaptists,  place  certified  by  Matthew 
Littleton  of  Berkhamstead  St.  Peter,  Midsummer  Sessions,  1693." 

1  Lambeth  MSS.,  Survey,  1650  $  Lans-  Samuel  Gregory,  John  Newman,  Samuel 

downe  MSS.,  459.  Brooks,  James  Banning,  Geo.  Gascoyne, 

*  Lambeth  MSS.,  Augmentations,  944.  John  Bilby,  Mordecai  Heme,  Rich.  Hill, 

On  October  6th,  1668,  the  guardians  of  Gabriel  Hawley,  John  Hudnell,  Mr.  Mas- 

Berkhamstead  Bt.  Peter  present  Thomas  sineale,   Thos.  Piatt,  Mr.  John   Vaux, 

Preston  for  not  paying  his  tax  and  rate  Nicholas  Banning,  Thos.  Wilkinson,  Mrs. 

towards  the  repair  of  his  parish  church,  Clarke,  Wm.  Shrigley,  W121.  Chapel,  John 

being  2s.  8d.;  Mordecai  Heme  for  the  Howe,  John  Norris,  Francis  Sheppard, 

like,  being  £4  12*.  Orf. ;  John  Hoare,  4*. ;  Mr.  John  Edling,  Thos.  Gloucester  (now 

Francis  Knight,  £1  As.  8rf.    "These  un-  in  Albury),   Widow  of  John  Bedford, 

derwritten  presented  for  refusing  to  pay  Samuel    Marston,   Francis    Nixon," — a 

their  church  rates  for  the  year  1667:  goodly  number  of  Nonconformists.— Acta 

Wm.  Hitchcock,    Mr.   Edw.   Seymour,  of  Archd.  of  Hunts. 
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2.  "75.  Great  Berkhamstead,  Anabaptists,  place  certified  by  Robert 
Ford  of  Berkhamstead,  Mich.  Sessions,  1693."  ' 

The  following  were  the  successive  pastors  of  this  Baptist 
Church :— Mr.  Fell,  in  1678  ;  John  Russell,  chosen  1698;  John 
Cook,  1700;  Thomas  Basting,  1700;  John  Treacher2  till  1745 
(he  seems  to  have  preached  here  in  1703) ;  Mr.  Cock,  1772 ; 
Joseph  Hobbs,  who  was  pastor  of  this  congregation  together 
with  that  at  Chesham  from  1802 — 1840,  and  died  September 
19th,  1840,  having  been  pastor  thirty-eight  years. 

At  Bedmond  Pond  there  was  a  General  Baptist  Meeting 
House,  of  which  John  Bocket  was  pastor,  who  died  in  1708. 
In  1715  this  place  is  named  thus :  "  Near  Berkhamstead,  Bed- 
man  Pond  and  Coney  St. ;  preacher,  Cooke,  Anabaptist"  The 
following  are  meeting  houses  certified  in  the  Meeting  House 
Book  of  the  Archdeaconry  of  Hunts : — 

3.  "To  the  Archdeacon  of  Hunts  or  his  official.  We  whose  names  are 
hereunder  written  do  desire  that  a  dwelling-house  and  the  offices  belong- 
ing thereunto  in  the  parish  of  Berkhamstead  St.  Peter,  now  in  the  occu- 
pation of  Thos.  Witney,  may  be  registered  as  a  place  of  religious  worship 
for  Protestant  Dissenters  pursuant  to  the  directions  of  an  Act  of  Parliament 
for  that  purpose  made  and  passed  in  the  first  year  of  the  reign  of  King 
William  and  Queen  Mary.  Witness  our  hands,  April  3rd,  1778,  John 
Geard,  Richard  Angell,  Wm.  Austin." 

4.  "  We,  etc.,  desire  that  the  dwelling-house  and  offices  belonging  there- 
unto in  the  parish  of  Berkhamstead  St.  Peter,  now  in  the  occupation  of 
William  Sutton,  may  be  registered  as  a  place  of  religious  worship  for 
Protestant  Dissenters  pursuant,  etc.  22nd  June,  1778.  William  Austin, 
W.  Sutton,  Joseph  Austin.    Reg.  24th  June,  1778." 

5.  "  We  whose  names  are  hereunder  written  do  desire  that  a  place  built 
for  religious  worship  situate  in  Castle  Street,  in  the  parish  of  Berkhamsted 
St.  Peter,  may  be  registered  as  a  place  of  religious  worship  for  Protestant 
Dissenters  pursuant,  etc.  June  10th,  1780.  Edw.  Hill,  John  Shepherd, 
Wm.  Norman.    Reg.  10th  June,  1780." 

6.  "  We,  etc.,  do  desire  that  a  dwelling-house  and  the  offices  belonging 
thereto  in  the  parish  of  Berkhamsted  St.  Peter,  now  in  the  occupation  of 

1  Large  folio  Lists  in  the  Registrar  cumstances,  and  a  collection  was  made 

GeneraTs  Office,  Somerset  House.  lor  his  relief,  at  White's  Alley.    In  1745 

*  Born  1680,  at  Chesham,  Bucks,  bap-  he  left  Berkhamstead  to  succeed  Mr. 

tized  by  Mr.  John   Russel,  pastor   at  Hands,  at  Duke  Street  Park  meeting, 

Chesham.    He  was  representative  of  the  where  he  remained  till  his  death,  April 

church  at  Berkhamstead,  at  the  General  12th,  1766,  aged  seventy-fire.   A  funeral 

Assembly  held  at  White's  Alley,  1703.  It  sermon  was  preached  for  him  by  Mr. 

is  probable  he  was  settled  here  as  pastor  Samuel  Fry,  and  afterwards  published, 

for  many  years.    We  find  him  still  here  S  e  Wilson's  Dim.  Churches,  iv.  182. 
in  1788,  wnen  he  was  in  necessitous  cir- 
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Matthew  Walker,  may  be  registered  as  a  place  of  religious  worship  for 
Protestant  Dissenters,  etc.  15th  August,  1783.  Wm.  Austin,  Richd. 
Matthews,  Joseph  Austin.     Reg.  30th  August,  1783." 

7.  "  We,  etc.,  desire  that  a  dwelling-house  in  the  parish  of  Great  Berk- 
hamatead,  now  in  the  occupation  of  William  Austin,  may  be  registered  as 
a  place  of  religious  worship  for  Protestant  Dissenters.  April  19th,  1793. 
John  Geard,  Saml.  Bradley,  Thos.  Button." 

8.  "  We,  etc.,  desire  that  a  dwelling-house  at  Tricksden,  in  the  parish  of 
St.  Peter  at  Berkhamstead,  now  in  the  occupation  of  John  Belcher,  may 
be  registered  as  a  place  of  religious  worship  for  Protestant  Dissenters. 
21st  May,  1798.    John  Geard,  Thomas  Button,  John  Crawley." 

9.  "  We,  etc.,  desire  that  a  barn  in  the  parish  of  St.  Peter's,  at  Berkham- 
sted,  now  in  the  occupation  of  John  Fordham,  may  be  registered  as  a 
place  of  religious  worship  for  Protestant  Dissenters.  21st  May,  1798. 
John  Geard,  Thos.  Button,  John  Crawley. " 

10.  "  Berkhamstead,  St.  Peter's.  The  dwelling-house  and  premises 
of  Joseph  Hobbs  as,  etc,  for  Protestant  Dissenters.  18th  February, 
1811." 

11.  "Berkhamstead  St.  Peter.  Tenement  of  C.Woodstock  and  two 
other  tenements  for  Protestant  Dissenters.  June  3rd,  1812.  Charles 
Woodstock,  W.  Budd,  Th.  Briant,  Th.  Wood." 

12.  "Berkhamstead  St.  Peter's.  Barn  of  John  Bedford,  Protestant 
Dissenters,  Baptists.  June  30th,  1830.  John  Butterfield,  Thos.  Wood, 
Jno.  Bedford,  Job  Bracy,  Jephtha  Ivory,  Jno.  Floyd,  Chas.  E.  Jones." 

13.  "  Great  Berkhamstead.  The  building  of  Wm.  Sear  for  Protestant 
Dissenters  ;  certified  February  25th,  1834.     Robt.  Maxwell." 

14.  "  Great  Berkhamstead.  Building  in  Castle  Street,  Protestant  Dis- 
senters, July  1st,  1834.  Certified  by  Wm.  Hodge,  Thos.  Butterfield,  Benj. 
Martin,  Wm.  Crawley,  G.  Burton." 

15.  "  Great  Berkhamstead.  House  at  Frithsden,  Protestant  Dissenters, 
January  1st,  1836.  Certified  by  Thos.  Wood,  Chas.  Jones,  Wm.  Water- 
ton." 

16.  "  116.  Berkhamsted  St.  Peter.  Meeting-house  for  Baptists."  And— 

17.  "  115.  Friethsden,  for  Baptists.  Certified  at  Mich.  Sess.,  1837,  by 
Joseph  Hobbs,  minister ;  Jos.  Baldwin,  John  Pearson,  Thos.  Martin." 

A  chapel  was  opened  in  Berkhamstead  in  connection  with 
the  Countess  of  Huntingdon's  Itinerant  Society  in  1790  ;  and 
on  November  3rd  William  Baker  was  ordained  over  the  Inde- 
pendent congregation  at  this  place,  Messrs.  Fuller  of  Box  Lane 
and  Atley  of  St.  Albans  taking  part.  In  1810  Joseph  Hobbs, 
minister  of  the  Baptist  Chapel,  assisted  at  Water  Lane  Chapel. 
The  Rev.  J.  Yockney  also  preached.  William  Hodge  was  the 
pastor  from  1830  to  1860.  The  chapel  was  enlarged  in  1834, 
and  the  present  chapel   built  in   1866.     William  West  was 


380  MEMORIALS  OF  NONCONFORMITY  IN  HERTS,     [hundred  of 

minister  1862-3;    Thomas  Snell,  1863—1869;   Alfred  Cave, 
1872—1875 ;  James  Menzies,  1876—1883. 

Besides  the  Baptist  and  Congregational  Churches,  there  are 
places  of  worship  for  the  Society  of  Friends,  the  Primitive 
Methodists,  and  the  Brethren. 


NORTHCHURCH,  OR  BERKH AM  STEAD  ST  MARY. 
Acres,  3,880 ;  pop.  2,128 ;  value,  £794. 

Chauncy  says  that  "  on  Ascension  Day,  1555,  Mr.  Thomas 
Waterhouse,  clerk,  was  buried  here;  he  was  at  Ashridge  at 
the  Dissolution  by  Henry  VIII.  Henry  Axtil,  a  rich  man, 
starved  himself,  and  was  buried  here  April  12th,  1625.  There 
were  several  Chapels  of  Ease  in  this  parish,  but  they  are  now 
demolished  and  converted  into  barns." 1  In  1607  John  Hopkyns 
signs  as  rector ;  Ralph  Axtell  and  Timothy  Danbury,  church- 
wardens. In  1610  he  reports,  "Recusants  none;  living  worth 
100  marks  yearly ;  communicants,  80.  J.  Hopkyns,  parson.** 
But  in  the  same  year,  1610,  November  20th,  we  find  proceed- 
ings "  against  John  Grover,  of  Northchurch,  that  he  went  to 
cart  upon  St.  Luke's  day  last  past,  and  that  he  and  his  servants 
went  to  cart  on  the  feast  of  St.  Michael  and  on  November  5th, 
which  is  appointed  to  be  kept  holy."  Also  "  December  5th, 
Edward  Moss,  of  Northchurch,  misspending  the  evening  prayer 
by  serving  of  his  hogges."  "  15th  June,  1611,  William  Hollyman, 
of  Northchurch,  for  carting  on  St.  Andrew's  day."  In  1615 
John  Ewer  and  Nicholas  How,  churchwardens.  In  "  1626 
George,  son  of  Mr.  John  Norbury,  baptized,  14th  September, 
by  John  Hopkins,  the  parson  there."  In  1635  one  William 
was  presented  for  Nonconformity.  In  "  1637  Ann,  daughter  of 
Mr.  John  Hopkins,  parson  of  Northchurch,  buried  December 
18th."  In  1639  Edward  Hatch  appears  as  curate.  In  1641 
John  Hopkins  and  Grace  Underwood  were  married,  28th 
December,  and  "John  Hopkins,  rector,"  signs  the  return. 
1642,  September  2nd,  John  Hopkins,  clericus  of  Northchurch, 
died.  Clutterbuck  and  Cussans  put  Thomas  Falthrop  after 
him  as  rector ;  but  he  was  at  Little  Barkhamstead,  as  Walker 
says,  and  as  is  evident  from  other  testimonies ;  for  on  Septem- 

1  Chaimcy's  Hist.  AtUiq.  of  Herts  (ed.  1826),  ii  552. 
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ber  13th,  1642,  Alexander  Levingston,  S.  T.  B.,  was  appointed. 
Daring  the  Commonwealth  we  find  Thomas  Arnold  named  by 
the  Commissioners  of  1650  in  their  return.1  In  1660,  Decem- 
ber 10th,  Thomas  Greaves,  dericas,  was  admitted  to  the  rectory 
of  Northchurch,2  per  mortem  Alexander  Levingston.  In  1661 
Roger  Wilsford  was  inducted.  On  April  13th,  1675,  Joseph 
Sayer  was  inducted  on  the  death  of  Dr.  Wilsford,  and  Septem- 
ber 26th,  1693,  Thomas  Smoult,  per  mortem  Joseph  Sayer.3 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  rectors  here,  1576 — 1662 : — 

1576.  Nicholas  Clinton,  S.  T.  B.,  cone.       1649.  Thomas  Arnold. 

1607.  John  Hopkins.  1660.  Alexander  Levingston,  restored, 

1642.  Alexander  Levingston,  S.  T.  B.         1661.  Roger  Wilsford. 

The  following  places  of  meeting  for  Divine  worship  have 
been  certified  by  Nonconformists  in  this  parish : — 

1.  "No.  80,  Northchurch,  Anabaptists.  Certified  by  John  Atkins,  of 
Northchurch,  Midsummer,  1696." 

2.  "To  the  Archdeacon  of  Hants.  These  are  to  certify  whom  it  may 
concern  that  there  is  a  meeting-place  for  religious  worship  to  be  holden 
by  Protestant  Dissenters  at  the  dwelling-house  of  Samuel  White,  in  the 
parish  of  Northchurch,  in  the  county  of  Hertford.  Inscribed  by  us  whose 
names  are  underwritten,  being  all  inhabitants  of  the  said  parish,  Henry 
Putnam,  Joseph  Partridge,  Timothy  Johnson,  Henry  Norris,  Steph.  Boyce,. 
Richard  Wood,  John  Cock,  John  White.    Reg.  13th  May,  1713.* 

3.  "  June  10th,  1789.  We  whose  names  are  underwritten,  being  Pro- 
testant Dissenters  from  the  Church  of  England,  do  hereby  signify  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Archdeacon's  Court  at  Hitchin  that  a  house  and  premise* 
in  the  occupation  of  William  Thrussell,  in  the  parish  of  Northchurch,  in 
the  said  county  of  Herts,  is  intended  to  be  a  place  of  religious  worship 
for  the  Protestant  Dissenters  from  the  Church  of  England,  and  we  do- 
hereby  request  the  said  Secretary  of  the  Archdeacon's  Court  to  register 
the  same  pursuant  to  the  statute  in  such  case  made  and  provided.  William 
Thrussell,  Sarah  Thrussell,  Ephraim  East.  12th  June,  1789,  W.  W., 
Dep.  R." 

4.  "  We  whose  names,  etc.,  do  desire  that  a  dwelling-house  in  the  parish 
of  Northchurch,  now  in  the  occupation  of  Wm.  Lawrence,  may  be  regis- 
tered as  a  place  of  religious  worship  for  Protestant  Dissenters  pursuant, 
etc  19th  April,  1798.  John  Geard,  SamL  Bradley,  Thos.  Button.  Reg. 
24th  April,  1798,  W.  W.» 

5.  "  We,  etc.,  desire  that  a  dwelling-house  at  Bourn  End,  in  the  parish 

i  Lambeth      MBS.,     Survey,     1660.  co.  Herts,  to  go  to  his  place  to-morrow 

Among  the  State  Papers  Domestic  Inter-  to  preach,  and  to  have  hu  horse." 
rtawtm  of  1661,  p.  681,  we  find  the  fol-  *  Kennet,  Register,  324* 

lowing :  "  August  16th,  1661.    Pass  for  '  Acta  Archdeaconry  of  Hunts,  "  In- 

Thomas  Arnold,  minister  of  Northchurch,  ductions." 
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of  Northchurch,  now  in  the  occupation  of  Joseph  Dodd,  may  be  registered 
as  a  place  of  religions  worship  for  Protestant  Dissenters  pursuant,  etc. 
19th  April,  1798.    John  Geard,  Saml.  Bradley,  Henry  Asplen." 

6.  u  We,  etc,  desire  that  a  barn  at  Bown  End,  in  the  parish  of  North- 
church,  now  in  the  occupation  of  Joseph  Bean,  may  be  registered  as  a 
place  for  public  and  religious  worship  for  Protestant  Dissenters  pursuant, 
etc.     19th  April,  1798.     John  Geard,  Saml.  Bradley,  Jos.  Button." 

7.  "We,  etc.,  desire  that  a  dwelling-house  at  Gossoms-end,  in  the 
parish  of  Northchurch,  in  the  occupation  of  Wm.  Harris,  may  be  regis- 
tered  as  a  place  for  religious  worship  for  Protestant  Dissenters.  19th 
April,  1798.    John  Geard,  Thos.  Button,  Samuel  Bradley." 

8.  "At  Berkhamstead  St.  Mary,  the  dwelling-house  of  Wm.  Ghost 
certified  as  a  place  of  worship  for  Protestant  Dissenters,  January  15th, 
1812,  by  Jos.  Hobbs,  E.  Turner,  Thos.  Martin." 

9.  "  Northchurch.  Dwelling  of  Jas.  Ivory  at  Potten-end  for  Protestant 
Dissenters.  January  19th,  1821.  Geo.  Monk,  Rev.  Thomas  Millar,  Jno. 
Bedford,  Jephtha  Ivory." 

10.  "  Ditto.  House  of  Thomas  Sears  for  Prot.  Diss.  20th  January, 
1821.    Bev.  Thos.  Millar,  Thos.  Sears,  Joseph  Ashby,  Jesse  Ivory." 

11.  "Northchurch.  Barn  of  Preston  Bean  for  Protestant  Diss.  Cer- 
tified May  16th,  1821,  by  Rev.  Thos.  Millar,  Henry  Norris,  Preston  Bean, 
Jas.  Lawrence." 

12.  "Northchurch.  House  of  Henry  Bale  for  Protestant  Dissenters, 
January  10th,  1830.     Wm.  Hopwood,  Wm.  HilL" 

13.  "  House  at  Northchurch  certified  for  religious  worship  for  Protes- 
tant Dissenters,  June  12th,  1836.  William  Norris,  Preston  Bean,  Jas. 
Lawrence." 


BOVINGDON. 
Acres,  3,958 ;  pop.,  1,054  ;  value,  £300. 

Allied  with  Hemel  Hemsted  in  those  days  were  two 
chapelries,  Bovingdon  and  Maunden,  each,  however,  having 
its  own  minister  and  curate,  and  both  in  the  Archdeaconry 
of  Huntingdon.  The  eminent  Puritan,  the  companion  in 
suffering  of  John  Field  and  Thomas  Cartwright,  Thomas 
Wilcocks,  was  minister  of  Bovingdon  for  about  ten  years  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  sixteenth  century.  He  was  born  in  1549, 
and  educated  in  St.  John's  College,  Oxford,  in  1564  and  follow- 
ing years.  Leaving  the  University  he  became  a  learned, 
zealous,  and  useful  preacher  in  Honey  Lane,  London.1     In 

1  Wood's  Athena  Oxon.,  I  801.     He      divine."     See  also  Brook,  Lives  of  the 
calls  Wilcocks  "  a  grave  and  reverent      Puritans,  ii.  186—191. 
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1572  he  was  active  with  Walter  Travers  and  John  Field  in 
establishing  the  first  Presbytery  at  Wandsworth,  in  Surrey. 
A  treatise  was  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Field,  assisted  by  Thomas 
Wilcocks,  and  revised  by  several  of  the  brethren.  It  was 
entitled  uAn  Admonition  to  Parliament,  exposing  the  corrup- 
tions of  the  hierarchy  and  the  tyranny  of  the  bishops."  Mr. 
Field  and  Mr.  Wilcocks  presented  the  Admonition  to  Parlia- 
ment,  for  which,  July  7th,  1572,  they  were  committed  to 
Newgate,  and  suffered  confinement  there  in  a  most  loath- 
some cell  for  fifteen  months.  Mr.  Cartwright  visited  them 
there;  and  strongly  coinciding  with  all  their  opinions,  pub- 
lished a  second  Admonition  to  the  Parliament.  On  June 
11th,  1573,  a  Royal  Proclamation  was  issued  suppressing  the 
Admonition  and  the  Defence.  When  Wilcocks  obtained  his 
release  he  was  at  the  same  time  deprived  of  his  living  in 
Honey  Lane.  "  The  city  will  never  be  quiet,"  wrote  Sandys, 
Bishop  of  London, "  until  these  authors  of  sedition,  who  are  now 
esteemed  as  gods,  as  Field,  Wilcocks,  Cartwright,  and  others,  be 
far  removed  from  the  city."1  Driven  from  his  flock  and  his 
benefice,  he  preached  as  he  found  an  opportunity,  though  not 
without  molestation  from  the  prelates.  For  ten  years  he 
preached  very  frequently  at  Bovingdon,  where  the  Maynes,  of 
Westbrooke,  are  supposed  to  have  protected  him,  this  family 
being,  according  to  an  old  local  tradition,  strong  favourers  of 
the  Puritans.  In  1576  he  is  named  as  one  of  the  "  Recusants 
within  the  Archdeaconry  of  Hunts,"  thus  "  Thomas  Willcocks, 
curatus  de  Bovingdon."2  Also  "  Bovingdon,  Thos.  Willcocks, 
oondonator."  We  find  the  burial  of  a  daughter  of  his,."  Dorcas, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Wilcocks,  minister,  November  6th,  1582," 
in  the  registers  of  Hemel  Hemsted  church.  Moreover,  we 
find  his  name  in  the  Letters  of  Lady  Bacon,  and  he  was 
evidently  one  of  that  coterie  of  Puritans  whom  that  pious 
lady  gathered  round  her,  which  (as  we  have  seen)  included 
Robert  Johnson,  Dr.  Percival  Wyborn,  Humphrey  Wilblud, 
William  Dyke,  Richard  Gawton.  In  a  scornful  letter  from 
Edw.  Spencer  to  Anthony  Bacon,  dated  16th  August,  1594, 
about  Lady  Bacon  (in  whose  house  he  was  staying  at  the  time, 
and  whose  hospitality  he  was  sharing),  he  says,  "  There  is  one 

1  Strype's  Whitgift,  iii.  38.  2  Lambeth  MSB.,  900. 
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Page  which  had  six  pound  on  her;  Mr.  Willcockes  had  a 
paper  with  a  great  deal  of  gold  in  it.  Wildblode  had  two 
quarterns  of  wheat.  Dicke  had  something  the  other  day,  what 
I  know  not." l  Though  a  decided  Nonconformist,  Wilcocks  was 
a  man  of  great  moderation.  He  acknowledged  the  Church  of 
England  to  be  a  true  Church,  and  her  ministry  to  be  a  true 
ministry,  but  greatly  encumbered  with  the  superstitions  and 
corruptions  of  Popery.  He  also  occasionally  attended  the 
public  service  of  the  church,  and  was  a  divine  of  great  learning 
and  piety,  yet  for  the  single  sin  of  Nonconformity  he  was 
often  prosecuted  in  the  Ecclesiastical  Courts,  and  often  sus- 
pended and  deprived.  In  1581  he  was  convened  before  his 
superiors  and  suspended  from  his  ministry,  and  in  1591  he 
was  again  cast  into  prison.  He  was  the  author  of  several 
works  enumerated  by  Wood  in  his  Athence,  who  speaks  in 
high  praise  of  Wilcocks,  not  knowing  him  to  be  a  Puritan. 
In  a  work  entitled  A  View  of  Antichrist,  his  Laws  and 
Ceremonies  in  our  English  Church,  by  Anthony  Gilbey,  the 
fowrth  table  is  subscribed  by  T.  W.,  Thomas  Wilcocks,  as  author. 
Under  this  head  are  named  "  the  conjured  font/1  "  godfathers 
and  godmothers,"  "  women  to  baptize  children,"  "  confirmation 
or  bishoping  of  children,"  "dividing  of  the  chancel,"  etc.* 
Thomas  Wilcocks  had  a  share  in  the  composition  of  that  impor- 
tant and  interesting  collection  of  Puritan  documents  called  A 
Parte  of  a  Register,  thus  confirming  the  opinion  already  sug- 
gested that  Gorhambury  was  the  place  whence  it  proceeded, 
and  that  Lady  Bacon  was  the  promoter  of  it.  It  contains  the 
papers  of  Robert  Johnson,  Sir  Nicholas  Bacon's  chaplain ;  the 
narrative'  by  Richard  Gawton,  of  Hemel  Hemsted  and  Red- 
burn,  concerning  his  troubles.  The  Introduction,  moreover, 
is  by  Dr.  Wyborn,  who,  we  know,  was  at  Gorhambury ;  and 
near  the  end  of  the  volume  is  "  The  Copie  of  a  Letter,  with  a 
Confession  of  Faith,  written  by  two  faithful  servants  of  God, 
unto  an  honourable  and  vertuous  Ladie,"  whom  we  take  to  be 
Lady  Bacon.  The  letter  is  signed  "  Thomas  Wilcocks  and  John 
Field,"  the  two  Puritans  who  were  in  prison  together,  and  who 
wrote  to  Lord  Burghley  seeking  his  aid.    The  writers,  moreover, 

»  Lambeth  MS&,  648.  of  a  Register,  pp.  12,528. 

*  Strype's  Annah,  iL  2,  218,  and  Parte 
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say  :  "  In  many  respects  we  acknowledge  ourselves  very  much 
bound  unto  your  good  Ladyship." 

Brook  gives  a  few  of  the  letters  of  Thomas  Wilcocks  to 
Anthony  Gilby,  of  Ashby-de-la-Zouch,  in  Leicestershire,  and 
says  that  many  of  his  letters  were  addressed  to  persons  of 
quality.  "He  wrote  to  Sir  John  Brocket,  of  Brocket  Hall, 
Herts,  in  1578,  and  to  Mr.  Crane,  of  Roughampton,  in  Surrey. 
He  dedicated  a  book  to  Lady  Anne  Bacon,"1  but  this  may 
mean  simply  the  letter  already  named  prefixed  to  the  "  Con- 
fession of  Faith  "  in  A  Parte  of  a  Register.  He  was  intimate 
with  the  celebrated  Sir  Peter  Wentworth.2  He  died  in  the 
year  1608,  and  in  the  fifty-ninth  year  of  his  age. 

Among  the  Puritans  of  Bovingdon  at  this  period  and 
onwards  must  be  named  the  family  of  Mayne,  who  held  the 
manor  of  Westbroke  Hay.  Henry  Mayne,  who  married  Alice 
Randolfe,  daughter  of  Randolfe,  of  co.  Bucks,  was  a  strong 
Puritan.  He  and  his  wife  both  died  in  1615,  and  the  epitaph 
on  her  grave  describes  her  character : — 

"  A  loyall  wife,  Christe  widdowe,  tender  mother, 
Carefull,  paynefull  lyvinge,  dyinge  never  other ; 
Her  faith  and  pacience  in  her  mortal  payne, 
Require  a  stone  of  marble  to  remayne. 
Her  labours,  paynes,  and  pangues  are  past, 
She  now  injoys  most  blessed  rest  at  last.1' 

Her  son,  James  Mayne,  who  married  Mary,  daughter  of  John 
Andrews,  departed  this  transitory  life  in  1642,  and  his  tomb 
has  engraved  on  it  the  words  "Death  has  passed  upon  all 
men ;  but  the  righteous  hath  hope  in  his  death."  After  his 
death  the  manor  came  to  his  daughters  Sarah  and  Mary.  In 
1650  the  Parliamentary  Commissioners  reported  that  "  within 
the  manor  of  Hemsted  there  are  two  other  small  manors; 

1  Dr.  Williams'  Lib.,  MS.  Biographies,  Archbishop  replied,  "You  will  refer  your- 

C.  617.  selves  wholly  to  us  therein."    To  which 

*  When  (1671)  the  Com1"  for  religion  Wentworth  in  some  heat  answered  :— 

brought  their  model  for  reformation  to  "No,  by  the  faith  I  bear  to  God,  we  will 

the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  with  some  pass  nothing  before  we  understand  what 

articles  left  out,  the  Archbishop  asked  it  is,  for  that  were  but  to  make  you 

"why  they  put  out  of  the  book  the  popes.    Make  you  popes  who  list;   for 

article  for  homilies  and  for  the  conse-  we    will    make    you    none."     Strype, 

crating  of  bishops  ? "    Mr.  Peter  Went-  Annals,  II.,  i.  99.    Wentworth  was  the 

worth  (who  was  one  of  that  Com'"),  a  year  following  sent  to  the  Tower  for 

bot  man,  answered,  because  they  had  no  advocating  the  right  of  free  spc-ch  in 

time  to  examine  them,  how  they  agreed  Parliament.    See  Neal.  History  of  the 

with  the  Word  of  God.    Whereat  the  Puritans,  i.  229. 
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one  of  them  belongs  to  Mrs.  Hester  Martyn  and  Mrs.  Mary 
King,  called  the  manor  of  Agnells ;  the  other  belongeth  to  Mr. 
Richard  Wood  (probably  a  trustee  only)  and  Mrs.  Sarah 
Mayne,  called  the  manor  of  Westbrooke."  l 

After  Thomas  Wilcocks  the  minister  we  next  meet  with  at 
Bovingdon  is  Cadwallader  Morgan,  who  seems  to  have  been 
here  before  1609,  and  who  remained  till  1617,  when  he  removed 
to  St.  Bennett's  Sherehog,  London.2  In  1609  he  signs  thus, 
*'  Cadwallader  Morgan,  minister.  Churchwardens,  John  Knight, 
Jas.  Treacher."  But  on  May  10th,  1610,  the  Acta  mention 
one  Mr.  Kempster,  of  Bovingdon,  who  was  charged  with 
"preaching  without  licence,"  and  ordered  "to  procure  his 
licence  from  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Lincoln."  On  November  6th 
of  the  same  year,  John  Shepperd  and  Richard  Smith,  of 
Bovingdon,  are  presented  "  for  refusing  to  come  to  our  parish 
church."  We  also  find  the  following  certificate : — "  March 
28th,  1614.  These  are  to  certifie  that  in  Bovingdon  chappell  of 
ease  to  Hemel  Hemsteed  there  are  Communicants  two  hun- 
dred ;  Popish  Recusants  we  have  none.  Sectaries  that  come 
not  to  the  church  there  are  four — viz.,  Richard  Miles  and 
Frances,  his  wife ;  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of  Richard  Partridge, 
and  Marie  their  daughter.  In  witness  whereof  I  have  sub- 
scribed my  name  this  28th  March.  Caddw.  Morgan,  curate." 
In  1617  Thomas  Taylor  signs  the  copy  of  the  register,  he 
being  vicar  of  Hemel  Hempsted,  and  C.  Morgan  having  left. 
In  1620  "  John  Parker,  minister,"  appears,  with  Robt.  Ewer 
and  Jas.  Goole  as  churchwardens.  In  1624  "  Mr.  Mayne,  Esq. 
was  buried  31st  December."  In  1627,  August  14th,  Elizabeth 
Weedon,  of  Bovingdon,  pleads  that  "  her  husband  is  lame  and 
cannot  kneel  to  receive  the  Communion.  Dominus  commanded 
him  to  receive  the  Holy  Communion  on  bended  knees,  and  if 
he  cannot  to  give  proof  to  the  minister."  John  Parker 
remained  here  during  the  Commonwealth  down  certainly  to 
1650,  where  he  is  named  as  curate  of  Bovingdon  by  the 
Commissioners  to  inquire  touching  Church  livings.  He  seems 
to  have  had  a  large  family.8 

1  Cussans,  Daconm,  182.  In  1680  the  3  We  find  the  following  in  the 
manor  of  Westbrook  was  sold  to  Joshua  copies  of  registers  Bent  to  the  Arch- 
Lomax.  deacon : — 

2  Newcourt,  Repcrtorium,  L  304.  •'  1625.     Elizabeth      and     Margaret, 
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In  the  Hemel  Hempsted  register  we  have  the  following : — 
"July  6th,  1665.  Mr.  Samuel  Parker,  curate  at  Bovingdon, 
and  Mrs.  Susan  Bugbard,  of  Barkhamsted,  married/'  so  that 
probably  John  Parker  was  succeeded  by  Samuel,  who  may 
have  been  his  son.  In  1667  "  Samuel  Parker,  Presbyter," 
signs  the  register.  But  he  was  not  here  much  longer,  for  in 
1669  we  meet  with  "  Michael  Roberts,  curate/1  In  1664 
Helen  Gould  is  presented  "  for  not  paying  her  rate  to  the 
Church/'  and  in  1676  Joseph  Dell,  of  Bovingdon,  is  summoned 
before  the  court,  but  his  offence  is  not  specified. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  curates  here,  1576 — 1669 : — 

1676.  Thomas  Wilcooks.  1665.  Samuel  Parker. 

1609.  Cadwallader  Morgan.  1669.  Michael  Roberts. 

1620.  John  Parker. 

Bovingdon  was  the  scene  of  the  labours  of  that  eminent 
servant  of  Christ,  Dr.  Edmund  Staunton,  during  the  last  few 
years  of  his  life.  "  His  last  remove,"  writes  Clark, l  "  was  to  a 
place  called  Bovingden,  a  little  village  which  probably  had 
never  been  taken  notice  of  if  this  eminent  servant  of  Christ 
had  not  made  his  abode  and  ended  his  days  there.  He  was 
brought  thither  by  the  invitation  of  a  very  religious  and  noble 
gentleman,  who  freely  accommodated  him  with  all  the  con- 
veniences of  an  habitation  of  his  in  that  place.  But  our  Doctor 
told  a  friend  of  his  that  whatsoever  he  saved  that  way  he  still 
expended  it  in  charitable  uses,  and  made  conscience  of  giving 
it,  either  in  money  or  books,  to  poor  families  in  that  or  some 
neighbouring  places.  He  distributed  several  hundred  of  Cate- 
chisms, and  of  Mr.  Baxter's  Call  to  the  Unconverted,  amongst 
them.    During  his  abode  here  he  daily  attended  the  duties  of 

daughters  of  John  Parker,  were  hap-  favour.     I  am  an  unthankful  man  in 

tized  21st  February.  that  on  the  Friday  I  was  not  with  you 

-  1632.  Elizabeth,  daughter   of  John  at  Hemsted ;  but  I  hope  you  will  pardon 
Parker,  minister,  baptized  11th  June.  me,  it  was  an  offence  committed  against 

u  1684.  Sara,  daughter  of  John  Parker,  my  will.     I  am  yours  to  command,  and 

baptized  18th  April.  I   hope   I   may  now  make  bold  tor  a 

**  1636.  John,   son   of   John    Parker,  pardon,  and  that  upon  condition  to  amend 

minister,  was  buried  22nd  June.  you  will  be  pleased  to  excuse  me  from 

-  1687.  John,  son  of  John  Parker  and  the  visitation.     Our  honest  church  war- 
Elizabeth  his  wife,  baptized  4th  June.  dens  will  pay  my  proxie,  and  if  God  will 

•'  1640.  Susan,  daughter  of  John  Par-  I  will  accompany  them  unto  Whethani- 

ker  and  Elizabeth  bis  wife,  baptized  10th  sted  the  next  visitation.    So  in  all  love, 

February. M  yours  ever  to  command,    I  rest  your 

He  sent  the  following  letter  to  the  ever  loving  davly  friend  to  command  in 

official  of  the  Archdeacon  in  1634  : —  the  service  of   heaven,    John    Parker, 

"Mr.    Bolfe    (semi-patron),    Worthy  1634." 

ftir, — May  it  please  you  to  give  me  your  l  Lives,  164. 
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that  family  wherein  he  lived,  instructing  those  that  were 
therein ;  and  if  any  of  the  poor  of  that  place  chanced  to  come 
in,  he  would  bid  them  welcome,  and  say  that  Christ  came 
along  with  them,  and  tell  them  that  the  poor  hath  the  Gospel 
preached  unto  them.  In  this  place  he  enjoyed  great  privacy, 
which  he  greatly  prized.  He  often  rode  to  St.  Albans,  or  to 
some  other  adjacent  place,  and  once  or  twice  a  year  to  London 
and  Kingston ;  and  seeing  he  could  not  preach  in  a  church  to 
many,  he  contented  himself  to  preach  in  a  chamber  to  a  few. 
A  little  before  his  departure,  a  minister  praying  with  him,  he 
showed  signs  of  great  affection  all  the  while,  and,  prayer  being 
ended,  he  took  him  by  the  hand  and  held  it  fast,  express- 
ing great  signs  of  joy  in  God,  and  of  thankfulness  unto  Him. 
And  on  the  14th  of  July,  1671,  this  shining  light  went  out  to 
receive  his  wages  from  his  great  Lord  and  Master,  Jesus  Christ. 
He  was  buried  in  the  chancel  of  Bovingdon  church,  July  17th, 
1671,  and  there  his  remains  lie,  under  a  fair  stone  with  this 
epitaph  engraven  upon  it,  made  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Simon  Ford."1 

In  Memoriam 
Eruditi  et  aanctissimi  yiri 
Edmukdi  Stauntok,  S.T.D. 
Qui  annum  agena  aeptuageasimum  primum  Decimo 
quarto  die  Julii,  Anno  Domini  1671. 
Spiritum  ejus  in  Manus  Domini  Jesu  Christi  gumma  pace  deposuit. 
Scire  cupis,  Lector,  en  jus  Lapis  iste  sepulti  est  ? 
En  lege,  summissa,  sed  lege  voce  precor. 
Se  solum  innota,  latuit  Pietate  modestus, 
Erubuit  que  suis  conscius  esse  bonis 
Unde  haec,  vera  licet,  si  norit  forte,  verendum 
Ne  fugiat  marmor,  vel  cinis  ipse  loquax.2 

The  site  upon  which  Box  Lane  Chapel  stands  must  long 
ago  have  been  used  by  the  Romans  for  sepulchral  if  not  for 
sacred  purposes.     For  in  the  year  1837,  upon  the  digging  of 

1  Preacher  at  Aldermanbury  Chapel,  Modest,  in  piety  unknown  to  self 

London,  1670.    Newcourt,  Repertonum,  alone,  he  lived  retired, 

ii.,  pp.  917,  919.  And  blushed  to  recognise  his  own 

*  "  Would  you  know,  Reader,  whose  this  „,.      *°"?  dee^*-      ,    . 

stone,  and  who  lies  buried  here  ?  The8e  thmp  *hou&h  tru*>  most  true, 

Lo!  Bead,  I  pray,  with  voice  sub-  w     ™*  he  to  know 

dued  but  yet  aloud.  We  fe?r  this  stone  itself  would  fly,  or 
J  e  en  his  dust  cry  out."  * 

*  The  epitaph  as  above  given  is  from  the  stone  j  see  Gussans,  Dacorum,  p. 
Clark.    It  is  somewhat  abbreviated  on       184. 
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a  grave  in  the  chapel  yard,  there  was  brought  to  light  what 
remained  of  a  massive  oaken  chest,  in  which  with  other  relics 
had  been  deposited  two  large  rudely-constructed  glass  vases, 
one  of  them  globular,  and  the  other  square,  each  of  which 
contains  to  this  day  the  calcined  bones  originally  put  within 
them,  and  which  may  be  seen  in  the  British  Museum.1  Upon 
the  passing  of  the  Conventicle  and  Five  Mile  Acts,  the  Non- 
conformists were  sorely  pressed,  and  the  position  of  their 
earlier  chapels  witnesses  to  the  necessity  for  retreat.  This 
accounts  for  the  erection  of  a  chapel  in  such  an  obscure 
place  as  Box  Lane  then  was,  and  the  provision  made  for  the 
escape  of  the  preacher  by  the  doorway  still  to  be  seen  at 
the  back  of  the  pulpit.  This  indicates  the  existence  of  a 
place  of  worship  upon  the  spot  long  before  the  date  of  the 
first  trust  deed  of  the  present  chapel.  Half  a  century  before 
the  Act  of  Toleration,  a  "  Conventicle  "  hidden  among  the  trees 
was  built  up  this  lane,  then  a  mere  bridle  or  one  horse  way. 
Joshua  Lomax,  who  purchased  the  Manor  of  Westbroke,  was  a 
Nonconformist  and  a  sufferer  at  St.  Albans  for  conscience'  sake. 
There  are  two  main  pillars  which  support  the  heavy  roof  now 
covered  over,  but  in  reality  rudely  squared  oak  trees.  The 
initials  of  a  seat-holder  in  trap-nails,  as  also  the  date  1708,  are 
still  to  be  seen  in  one  of  the  pews,  which  are  very  narrow,  and 
were  for  one  hundred  and  fifty  years  very  high.  The  pulpit  is 
evidently  very  old,  as  also  the  massive  oaken  table  in  front  of 
it,  "  while  the  good  old  timekeeper,  supposed  to  have  occupied 
its  present  position  for  two  centuries,  still  does  credit  to  the 
enterprising  John  Pinchbeck,  whose  name  is  inscribed  upon 
it"  The  first  Trust-Deed  is  dated  1697,  and  speaks  of  the 
chapel  as  "  lately  erected,"  indicating  that  the  present  building 
was  erected  soon  after  the  passing  of  the  Toleration  Act.  The 
deed  is  signed  by  the  proprietors,  Thomas  Lomax  and  Mary 
Lomax,  his  wife,  Thomas  being  the  son  and  heir  of  Joshua 
Lomax,  who  purchased  the  Westbroke  estate,  and  into  whose 
possession  probably  the  earlier  chapel  had  come.  They  trans- 
fer the  chapel  to  twelve  trustees.* 

1  Reminiscences  of  the  Old  Sanctuary,  in  1875.    The  account  here  given  is  based 

Box  Lane,  by  the  Rev.  Alexander  Scott,  upon  Mr.  Scott's  Reminiscences, 

minister  of  the  place,  being  Letters  which  *  Joshua  Bayes,  clerk,  Lake  Lewis  the 

appeared  in  the  Hemel  Jlemsted  Gazette  elder,  yeoman,  Henry  Procter,  physician, 
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Joshua  Bayes,  the  minister  at  this  date,  was  son  of  Samuel 
Bayes,  of  Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  ejected  from  Grendon  in 
Northamptonshire  in  1662,  when  he  retired,  to  Manchester, 
where  he  died.  His  son,  Joshua,  was  born  1671,  and  educated 
under  the  learned  Richard  Frankland,  M.A.,  of  Christ's  College, 
Cambridge,  whose  academy,  then  at  Attercliffe,  he  entered, 
November  15th,  1686,  having  one  of  the  Lomaxes  as  his  fellow- 
student.1  He  was  ordained  in  London,  June  22nd,  1694,  with 
six  other  candidates,  of  whom  the  younger  Dr.  Calamy  was  one. 
This  was  the  first  ordination  amongst  the  Dissenters  in  the  city 
after  the  Act  of  Uniformity.  After  his  ordination  Joshua 
Bayes  came  to  Box  Lane,  and  remained  as  pastor  of  the  church 
(which  was  Presbyterian  or  Independent  according  to  the  terms 
of  Agreement  of  the  United  brethren)  for  about  eleven  years. 
He  then  removed  to  London  as  assistant  minister  at  St.  Thomas' 
Meeting,  Southwark.  He  was  employed  to  help  in  completing 
Matthew  Henry's  Commentary,  which  stopped  short  at  the 
end  of  the  Acts,  and  the  part  on  the  Galatians  is  from  the  pen 
of  Joshua  Bayes.  In  1723  he  became  pastor  of  the  church  at 
Leather  Lane,  and  in  1732  was  chosen  one  of  the  Merchant 
Lecturers  at  Salter's  Hall.  He  died  April  24th,  1746,  aged 
seventy-six,  and  was  buried  in  Bunhill  Fields.  There  is  a 
portrait  of  him  in  Dr.  Williams'  library.2 

In  1715  Box  Lane  chapel  had  as  its  minister  George  Boyde, 
with  a  congregation  of  three  hundred  hearers,  of  whom  twenty- 
three  were  voters  for  the  county.  He  died  in  1728.3  In  that 
same  year  John  Goodhall  became  the  pastor.  On  February 
14th,  1743,  the  chapel  was  conveyed  to  new  trustees,  including 
John  Goodhall,  and  John  Booth,  of  Corner  Hall,  tanner.  John 
Goodhall  lived  at  Berkhamstead.  John  Henry  Langley  was 
the  next  pastor,  and  to  him  and  others  the  chapel  was  con- 
veyed in  1776.  Robert  Carey,  M.D.,  was  minister  from  1810 
—1818.    J.  T.  Girton,  1828—1845.    Alexander  Scott. 

Win.  Easbury  the  elder,  Bovingdon,  gen-  l  List  of  Frankland's  students  in  Toul- 

tleman,  Wm.  Haydon,  Bovingdon,  meal-  min's  Hist,  of  Dissenters,  App.     See  also 

man,  Nicholas  Sage,  Hemel  Hemstead,  B.  Brook  Aspland's  Memoirs  of  Richard 

maltster,  Daniel  Field,  Hemel  Hemstead,  Frankland.  1862. 

mealman,  John  Partridge,  Berkhamsted,  *  See  Walter  Wilson's  History  oj  Dis- 

butcher,  Jas.  Oliver,  Hemel  Hemstead  r  tenting  Churches,  iv.  396 — 899. 

mealman,  Walter  Oxton,  Hemel  Hem-  a  Evans  MSS.,  Dr.  Williams'  lib. 
stead,  ironmonger,  Michael  How,  Felden, 
gentleman. 
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The  following  is  a  list  of  places  of  religious  worship  certified 
under  the  Toleration  Act : — 

L  "60.  Bovingdon,  for  Presbyterians,  certified  by  Edw.  Weedon,  of 
Bovingdon.    Mich.  Session,  1692." 

2.  "  72.  Bovingdon,  a  place  certified  by  Thos.  Johnson,  of  Bovingdon, 
Easter,  1693." 

3.  "103.  Bovingdon,  for  Anabaptists,  certified  by  Anne  Blake,  of 
Bovingdon.     Mids.  Sessions,  1702." 

4.  "  These  are  to  certifie  whom  it  may  concern  that  there  is  a  Meeting 
Place  for  Religious  Worship  to  be  holden  by  Presbyterians  at  the  Dwelling* 
House  of  Mr.  George  Boyd,  in  the  parish  of  Bovingdon.  Subscribed 
by  us  whose  names  are  underwritten,  19th  November,  1711,  being  all 
inhabitants  of  this  parish,  John  Fisher,  Jeremiah  King,  Daniel  How, 
Wm.  LinnelL     Reg.  21st  November,  1711." 

5.  "  We  whose  names  are  underwritten  do  humbly  desire  that  a  Dwell- 
ing-House  known  by  the  name  of  Street  Farm,  in  the  parish  of  Bovingdon, 
now  in  the  occupation  of  Joseph  Mayo,  farmer,  may  be  registered  for  a 
place  of  Religious  Worship  for  Protestant  Dissenters,  pursuant,  etc. 
23rd  February,  1799,  Nathan  Sharman,  James  Blake,  Thos.  Dell,  Joseph 
Baldwin,  Jas.  Blake,  jun.,  John  Beeson.     Reg.  1st  March,  1799." 

6.  "  We  whose  names  are  hereunder  signed  do  desire  that  a  Dwelling- 
House  and  Barn  in  the  parish  of  Bovingdon,  now  in  the  occupation  of 
John  Fountain,  may  be  registered  as  a  place  of  Religious  Worship  for 
Protestant  Dissenters,  pursuant,  etc.  Witness  our  hands  this  13th  May, 
1808,  John  Geard,  W.  Langford,  jun.,  John  Geard,  jun.  Reg.  14th 
June,  1808.     W.  W." 

7.  "  Bovingdon,  the  House  of  Thomas  Knolles  Gosnell,  Protestant 
Dissenters,  Independents,  cert.  August  11th,  1811.  James  Campbell, 
elder,  C.  Mitcham,  J.  Mott,  Henry  Fearon." 

8.  "  House  of  Anne  Hobson  at  Box  Moor,  Protestant  Dissenters,  Anne 
Hobson,  Geo.  Holloway,  James  Church.    June  1820." 

9.  "  Bovingdon,  the  House  of  Wm.  Rickett,  Protestant  Dissenters, 
cert.  December  11th,  1832,  by  Daniel  Harding,  Daniel  Skinner,  Wm. 
Austin,  Henry  Holluway,  Henry  Reeve." 

The  Boxmoor  Baptist  church  owes  its  origin  to  the  efforts  of 
Mrs.  Ann  Hobson  and  Miss  Mary  Carey,  sisters  of  Carey  the 
missionary.  In  1822  they  opened  a  room  at  Two  Waters,  in 
which  Thomas  Rippon  preached.  Here  a  Sunday  School  was 
begun  by  £.  Steane,  afterwards  Dr.  Steane.  In  1825  a  chapel 
was  erected  on  the  present  site,  and  a  church  formed  February 
23rd,  1826,  J.  Clark  officiating.  The  first  pastor  was  Maurice 
Jones,  ordained  1828.  He  left  in  1831,  when  students  from 
Stepney  preached,  and  chiefly  C.  M.  Birrell,  afterwards  of  Liver- 
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pool  In  1836  F.  W.  Gotch  (afterwards  of  Bristol  College,  and 
one  of  the  Bible  Revision  Company)  became  pastor,  and  re- 
mained till  1843.  During  bis  ministry  one  hundred  and  forty 
members  were  added.  B.  P.  Pratten,  B.A.,  came  in  1844,  aod 
resigned  in  1858.  In  his  time  eighty-five  members  were  added. 
C.  E.  Leonard,  M.A.,  was  ordained  pastor  in  1858.  A  new 
chapel  upon  the  same  site  was  opened  October  26th,  1864,  after 
which  illness  obliged  Mr.  Leonard  to  retire.  J.  S.  Thornton 
was  here  1865-7.  A  small  Wesleyan  Chapel  at  Bovingdon 
began  at  this  time  to  be  occupied  by  the  Baptists.  Mr. 
Leonard  now  resumed  the  pastorate,  and  remained  till  1873. 
He  compiled  a  short  history  of  the  Baptist  churches  in  Herts 
and  Beds.     J.  W.  Thomas  followed. 

BUSHEY. 
Acres,  3,188 ;  pop.  4,780  ;  value,  £800. 

This  parish,  which  is  in  the  Archdeaconry  of  St.  Albans,  is 
mentioned  in  the  Gesta,  and  one  of  the  abbots  dates  a  letter 
to  the  Pope  from  his  manor-house  at  Bisseye,  as  the  name  is 
spelt.  One  John  Hylle  was  made  rector  in  1474  by  the  Duke 
of  Clarence,  and  upon  his  retirement  in  1482  a  long  deed  is 
drawn  up  and  given  in  full,  pledging  the  incoming  rector,  John 
CortelJ,  to  pay  a  yearly  pension  to  John  Hill,  on  account  of 
his  age  and  infirmities,  of  £6  138.  4d.  In  this  document  the 
name  is  spelt  Busshey. 

The  Acta  of  the  Archdeaconry  name  George  Chapman  as 
rector  here  in  1557,  and  next  to  him  John  Synger,  in  1560. 
In  1579  there  is  a  certificate  that  "  no  preacher  hath  preached 
in  our  parish  save  only  Mr.  Willowghby,1  parson  of  Standmore, 
whom  our  parson,  Mr.  John  Singer,  hath  hired  to  preach  the 
quarter  sermons.  Howbeit  there  was  one  Richard  Costelett, 
a  preacher  licensed,  as  he  said,  by  the  Bishop  of  Salisbury,  who 
preached  for  us  the  Sunday  sennight  before  Christmas  Day. 
Signed  William  Anderson,  curate,  John  Shepperd  and  Henry 
Jourden,  churchwardens."  In  1584  the  report  is  "Bushey, 
Mr.  John  Singer  the  parson,  no  graduate,  nor  preacher,  resi- 
dent ;  made  a  minister  long  ago.    He  hath  none  other  benefice 

1   Baptist    Willoughby   at   Stanmore      court,  Rep.,  i.,  p.  730. 
Magna,  Midds.,  16«3—  IH10.    8ee  New- 
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nor  promotion.  He  is  of  honest  life.  Henry  Hickman,  of 
Bushey,  is  the  patron.  Mr.  William  Lawson  the  curate,  no 
graduate  nor  preacher,  resident  upon  the  cure.  Made  minister 
2nd  of  her  Majestie's  reign.  Not  beneficed.  Of  honest  life." 
It  is  evident  that  Singer  was  at  this  time  an  old  man  and 
infirm;  Newcourt  represents  him  as  minister  here  before 
Bonner's  .time,  and  as  deprived  to  make  way  for  a  Romanist, 
and  restored  again.  According  to  the  Acta,  he  followed  George 
Chapman.  He  was  succeeded  in  that  same  year,  1584,  by 
Richard  Scott,  in  whose  time  the  following  report  of  the  parish 
was  given :  "  Bushey,  a  parsonage.  The  late  patron,  Henry 
Hickman,  is  dead,  and  I  know  not  who  hath  the  patronage. 
Valued  at  £18  28.  Id  Richard  Scott,  clerk,  incumbent,  a 
preacher,  resident.     Communicants,  about  240.     Men  of  note 

.     No  recusants."     Scott,  it  appears  from  Newcourt,  was 

deprived  of  his  living  in  1609,  when  William  Westerman,  of 
Sandridge,  was  inducted,  and  held  this  living,  together  with 
Sandridge,  till  his  death  in  1622.  In  1610  he  furnishes  arms 
for  this  living — "a  petroneL"  Two  curates  of  his  are  named 
in  the  Acta,  namely,  John  Day  and  John  HilL  In  1621  Ralph 
Abbot  is  named  as  curate  here.  In  1622  William  Pickering 
was  appointed  vicar,  and  the  following  year  Anthony  Watson 
appears  as  his  "  curate,"  who  was  parson  at  Watford. 

The  pious  and  learned  Dr.  Edmund  Staunton  was  here  for 
two  years  as  his  first  appointment  from  April  19th,  1627,  upon 
the  presentation  of  Henry  Ewer,  Esq.,  a  staunch  Puritan. 
u  Here  he  had  a  welcome  entertainment  among  the  generality 
of  the  inhabitants,  but  especially  by  those  which  had  any 
favour  to  religion.  He  preached  and  catechised  on  the  Lord's 
Days  and  other  days,  to  the  great  benefit  of  his  hearers  that 
attended  his  ministry  not  only  of  Bushy,  but  others  that  repaired 
unto  him  from  Watford  and  other  adjacent  places.  An  ancient 
godly  minister  yet  living  gave  this  testimony  of  him  under  his 
hand :  The  little  time  that  Dr.  Staunton  spent  at  Bushy  was 
not  without  good  success ;  many  persons  in  mine  own  hearing 
have  acknowledged  that  his  ministry  was  the  means  of  their 
conversion.  During  his  abode  at  Bushy  (which  was  about  two 
years)  he  repaired,  or  rather  rebuilt,  at  his  own  charges,  the 
dwelling-house  belonging  to  the  minister.     At  this  time  also 
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he  married  a  wife,  the  daughter  of  one  Mr.  Scuddamore,  of 
Watford,  a  man  of  good  account  in  those  parts,  both  for  his 
estate  and  godliness.  By  her  he  had  one  daughter.  Also  being 
appointed  to  preach  a  Visitation  Seimion,  because  he  sharply 
reproved  Pluralities  and  non-residency,  some  that  were  con- 
cerned and  guilty  were  greatly  offended."1 

Bushey  was  so  good  a  living  that  one  Dr.  Seaton,  of  Kingston- 
upon-Thames,  coveted  it,  and  tried  to  prove  a  flaw  in  Staunton's 
title.  There  was  a  trial  at  law  about  it,  and  Seaton's  counsel, 
Attorney-General  Noy,  was  so  taken  by  the  ingenuity  of 
Staunton  that  he  moved  for  an  exchange,  and  so  brought  it 
about  that  Seaton  should  have  Bushey,  and  Staunton  should 
have  Kingston.  But  Seaton,  having  now  got  Bushey,  would 
not  part  with  Kingston,  and  desired  to  make  Staunton  simply 
his  curate  there.  Hereupon  Staunton  repaired  to  Noy,  related 
to  him  the  deceitful  behaviour  of  his  client,  and  Noy  told 
Seaton  that  unless  he  resigned  Kingston  he  would  soon  pick 
a  hole  in  his  title  to  Bushey.  This  made  Seaton  resign  King- 
ston, where  Staunton  laboured  for  twenty  years. 

The  character  of  Dr.  Seaton's  incumbency  appears  from  the 
following  extracts  from  the  Acta:  3rd  August,  1633,  the 
wardens  are  cited  "  for  not  keeping  a  sufficient  service-book, 
and  for  not  keeping  the  church  swept  and  comely."  In  1634 
William  Fell,  of  Bushey,  is  presented  for  keeping  the  Register 
Book  at  his  house,  and  they  could  not  get  it  out.  Fell  will 
not  perform  the  penance  of  the  court.  Lemuel  Hickman,  of 
Bushey,  is  presented  for  absenting  himself  from  church.  In 
Archbishop  Laud's  account  of  his  province,2  he  says,  "Mr. 
George  Seaton,  rector  of  Bushey,  is  charged  with  continual 
non-residence  and  other  misdemeanours  little  becoming  a 
clergyman.  But  of  this  neither  my  Lord  nor  myself  can  say 
more  to  your  Majesty  till  we  see  what  will  rise  in  proof  against 
him."  After  this,  in  1638,  we  find  "  John  Gibson  curate"  here,, 
showing  that  Seaton  was  roused  to  care  for  his  cure  ;  and  an 
inventory  of  the  same  date  names  among  the  goods  of  the 
church  *  one  great  Bible,  Bp.  Jewell's  Works,  one  hour-glass." 

In  1642  Dr.  George  Seaton  was  sequestered  from  the  living- 

»  Clark's  Lives,  p.  Kil.  8  Lambeth  MSS.  292.     It  has  Charles 

I.'s  notes  written  in  the  margin. 
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of  Bushey  "  for  his  scandalous  life  and  malignancy,"  as  the 
following  entries  show : — 

"26th  January,  1 642-3. l  It  is  ordered  that  Mr.  Browne  be 
recommended  to  the  parishioners  of  Bushy,  in  the  county  of 
Hertford,  to  supply  the  cure  of  that  parish,  and  that  the  profits 
be  sequestered  unto  him  for  that  purpose." 

"January  31st,  1642-3.  The  sequestration  to  Mr.  Marina- 
duke  Brown  was  assented  to  by  the  House." 

"July  11th,  1643.*  Order  for  the  sequestration  of  the  rec- 
torie  of  Bushy,  in  the  county  of  Hertford  (whereof  Dr.  Seaton 
was  parson,  and  ordered  by  order  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament 
to  be  turned  out,  and,  while  this  was  in  proceeding,  by  com- 
bination Mr.  Philip  Edlyn,  clerk,3  was  instituted  and  inducted), 
and  for  the  putting  in  of  Mr.  Marmaduke  Browne." 

As  in  1627  he  tried  to  rob  Dr.  Staunton  first  of  Bushey,  and 
then,  after  the  exchange,  of  Kingston-upon-Thames,  so  now  in 
1643  Seaton  tries — when  for  scandalous  life  he  is  sequestered — 
to  put  in  a  protegt  of  his  own.  This  Philip  Edlyn,  B.D., 
according  to  Walker  (who  gives  both  Seaton  and  him  a  place 
among  his  "  sufferers"),  was  rector  of  St.  John  Zachary,  London,, 
arid  lecturer  at  Gray's  Inn.  "  He  was  presented  to  Bushey 
February  4th,.  1642-3,  on  the  resignation  of  Dr.  Seaton,  and 
dispossessed  of  it  about  July  11th,  1643,  by  the  House  of 
Commons."  4  The  following  extracts  from  the  minutes  of  the 
Committee  for  Plundered  Ministers  throw  further  light  upon 
this  transaction : — 

"  17th  January,  1645.  It  is  ordered  that  the  rectorie  of  Bushey,  seques- 
tered to  the  use  of  Marmaduke  Browne  who  is  deceased,  shall  be  seques- 
tered to  the  use  of  Dr.  Staunton  in  case  he  shall  relinquish  the  cure  of 
the  church  at  Kingston,  in  the  county  of  Surrey.  Ordered  that  Edmund 
Staunton,  Doctor  in  Divinity,  be  recommended  to  the  Assembly  of  Divines 
to  examine  his  fitness  to  have  the  rectorie  of  Bushey.    24th  March,  1645. 

1  Commons'  Journals,  ii.  944.  to  face,  and   that    then  whosoever  is 

8  Commons*  Journals,  til.  161.  found  to  have  misinformed  the  House 

3  See    Hist.    MSB.    Commission,    5th  may    receive    exemplary  punishment." 

Report,  p.  71.    Lords'  Journals,  1642-8,  Also:  "Petition  of  Philip  Edline,  Bache- 

Feomary  8th.    Order  for  sequestering  lor  in  Divinity.    Prays  that  the  order 

the  living  of  Bushey,  Herts.    Annexed  :  for  sequestering  the  living  of  Bushey 

"  Petition  of  George  Seaton,  Doctor  of  may  be  discharged,  as  petitioner  was 

Divinity,  complains  that  the  order  for  duly  instituted  to  the  living  upon  the 

sequestering  the  living  of  Bushey  was  resignation  of  Dr.  Seaton." 

obtained  by  misinformation.   Prays  that  4  Walker,    Sufferings   of  the    Clergy r 

he  and  his  accusers  may  be  brought  face  ii.  168. 
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Gentlemen, — The  Committee  for  Plundered  Ministers  have  received 
information  that  the  cure  of  the  church  is,  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Browne, 
to  whom  the  rectorie  there  was  sequestered,  and  by  Dr.  Staunton  his 
refusing  thereof,  again  come  to  their  disposal.  They  have  therefore 
commanded  me  to  recommend  unto  you  Mr.  William  Good,  a  member 
of  the  Assembly  of  Divines,  whom  though  in  regard  of  his  own  worth 
they  conceive  him  very  fit  and  able  to  discharge  the  service  thereof,  yet 
are  they  unwilling  to  settle  him  there  unless  he  may  have  the  desire 
and  affections  of  those  who  are  to  expect  the  benefit  of  his  ministry 
among  them,  whereof  the  Committee  do  expect  speedy  resolution.  April 
Oth,  1646.  Whereas  Dr.  Seaton,  rector  of  the  parish  church  of  Bushy, 
upon  complaint  in  Parliament  against  him,  was  by  order  of  the  House  of 
Commons  of  the  26th  January,  1643,  sequestered  from  the  said  rectory, 
and  Marmaduke  Browne,  a  godly  orthodox  divine  sithence  deceased,  was 
then  appointed  to  the  cure  of  the  said  church  and  sequestration  of  the 
said  rectorie.  And  Philip  Edlin,  clarke,  by  combination  with  the  said 
Dr.  Seaton,  who  had,  pending  the  said  proceedings,  gotten  the  patronage 
of  the  said  church  into  his  power  and  disposal  to  resign  the  said  church 
for  the  said  sequestration,  caused  himself  to  be.  instituted  and  admitted 
thereinto  before  the  said  sequestration  passed  the  House  of  Lords,  to 
elude  the  proceedings  of  both  Houses,  and  the  said  Philip  Edlin  having 
discovered  his  malignancy  against  the  Parliament,  and  several  other 
misdemeanours  being  proved  against  him,  the  said  sequestration  was  by 
order  of  the  House  of  Commons  of  the  21st  July,  1643,  ratified  and  con- 
firmed to  the  said  Mr.  Browne.  And  the  said  Mr.  Browne  is  since  de- 
ceased. It  is  ordered  that  the  said  rectory  shall  stand  sequestered  to  the 
use  of  William  Goodk,  Doctor  of  Divinity,  a  godly  and  orthodox  divine, 
.and  a  member  of  the  reverend  Assembly  of  Divines,  who  is  hereby 
appointed  forthwith  to  officiate  the  cure  of  the  said  church  as  rector,  and 
to  preach  diligently  to  the  parishioners  there. " 

William  Goode  did  not  long  remain  at  Bushey,  for  in  1647 
(as  the  dates  on  his  tomb  show)  the  cure  was  given  to  Richard 
W$rd,  who  is  named  by  the  Commissioners  to  inquire  touching 
Church  livings  as  minister  here  in  1650.  In  1655  Ward  pub- 
lished A  Treatise  on  the  Three  Theological  Graces,  Faith,  Hope, 
and  Cliarity;  8vo.  On  April  24th,  1657,  upon  the  strength 
of  certificates  from  Ph.  Goodwin,  of  Watford,  Simeon  Ashe, 
Samuel  Annersley,  Richard  Kentish,  and  Henry  Scobell, 
Richard  Ward,  M.A.,  received  a  presentation  to  the  place  from 
Oliver  CromwelL  He  continued  here  till  the  Restoration,  and, 
according  to  Walker's  statement,1  "at  the  persuasion  of  his 
friend  Silas  Tyte  (who  named  himself  Titus)2  did  unwillingly 

1  Walker,  ii.  365.  Silas  Titus.     He  was  son  of  a  father  of 

*  Wood  gives  a  long  account  of  this       both  his  names,  of  Bushey,  in  Herts, 
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disgorge  the  Covenant,  got  a  presentation  to  it  (the  living) 
from  His  Majesty  per  lapsum,  and,  disusing  the  surplice, 
mangled  the  prayers  here  until  his  death  in  1684."  By  this 
it  appears  (as  Calamy  says)  that  in  Dr.  Walker's  opinion 
Richard  Ward  was  as  bad  as  a  Nonconformist,  if  not  worse. 
Persuaded,  however,  by  Silas  Titus  (just  the  man  to  persuade 
to  a  compromise  and  to  obtain  the  appointment  from  the 
king),  Richard  Ward  remained  at  Bushey  till  his  death.  He 
was  buried  in  Bushey  church,  and  the  following  inscription  is 
on  his  tomb : — 

"  Here  lyeth  the  body  of  Richard  Ward,  thirty-seven  years  rector  of 
this  parish,  a  constant  preacher,  and  a  constant  practiser  of  what  he 
preached  ;  learned,  charitable,  peaceable,  and  pious  ;  a  contemner  of  thi» 
world  because  he  knew  it  and  expected  a  better.  Thou  who  dost  read  this 
imitate.     Ob.  July  25,  1684,  fetat.  suae  82." » 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  rectors  here,  1560 — 1662. 


1560.  John  Singer. 

1584.  William  Lawson,  curate. 
1584.  Richard  Scott. 
1609.  William  Westennan. 

Curates  : — John  Day,  John  Hill. 

1621.  Ralph  Abbot. 
1622.  William  Pickering. 

1623.  Anthony  Watson,  carate. 


1627.  Edmund  Staunton. 
1630.  George  Seaton. 

1638.  John  Gibson,  curate. 
1642.  Marmaduke  Brown. 
(1643.  Philip  Edlin.) 
1645.  William  Good. 
1647.  Richard  Ward,  ob.  1684. 


The  celebrated  John  White  resided  in  the  neighbourhood 


gentleman,  descended  from  a  family  called 
Tito  in  Italy ;  became  a  commoner  of 
Christ  Church,  Oxford,  in  1687,  being  then 
fifteen,  where  he  remained  three  years. 
He  then  became  captain  in  the  army,  and 
took  first  the  side  of  the  Parliament,  but 
refused  to  go  with  the  army  in  the  trial 
of  the  king.  He  went  with  the  Commis- 
sioners appointed  by  Parliament  to 
Charles  at  Newcastle,  and  thence  to 
Holdenby,  in  Northamptonshire,  where, 
beine;  much  respected  by  the  said  Com- 
missioners, they  sent  him  with  an  express 
to  Parliament,  June  5th,  1647,  with  the 
news  that  the  king  was  seized  by  Cornet 
Joyce  and  his  party,  for  which  he  had 
£50  voted  him  "  to  buy  a  horse."  In 
December  1647  Cromwell  Bent  him  to 
persuade  the  king  to  abdicate,  and  here 
it  is  told  that  he  began  a  correspondence 
with  the  king  in  Carisbrook  Castle. 
Cromwell,  indeed,  wrote  to  Hammond, 
governor  of  the  jail,  saying,  "Captain 
Titus  and  some  others  about  the  king 
are  not  to  be  trusted."  In  consequence 
of  this  suspicion  he  had  to  fly  beyond  the 


seas,  and  was  with  Charles  II.  as  Groom 
of  the  Bedchamber  till  the  Restoration. 
The  pamphlet  Killing  no  Murder,  recom- 
mending all  persons  to  assassinate  Crom- 
well, was  attributed  to  him,  though  it 
seems  (says  Carlyle,  Cromwell,  ill.  210) 
to  have  been  written  by  Sexby. 

1  Ward  also  published  in  1673  "  Two 
very  useful  and  compendious  Treatises. 
1st.  On  the  Nature  of  Wit,  Wisdom,  and 
Folly;  the  2nd,  On  the  Use  and  Abuse  of 
the  Tongue,  By  Richard  Ward,  preacher 
of  the  Gospel  at  Bushey,  in  the  county 
of  Hertford,  1673."  With  a  dedication  : 
"  To  the  truly  Hon.  Colonel  Titus,  one 
of  His  Majesty's  Bedchamber.  Much 
honoured  and  worthy  Sir, — Books  may 
be  distinguished  by  these  four  notions  : 
some  are  to  be  spit  out,  some  to  be 
swallowed,  some  to  be  eaten,  and  some 
to  be  chawed.  .  .  .  I  have  the  honour  and 
happiness  to  know  you,  to  be  thoroughly 
known  unto  you,  and  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  you  for  many  years.  You 
have  been  a  constant  friend,  yea,  as  a 
patron  to  me  and  mine." 
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of  Bushey.  He  was  the  second  son  of  Henry  White,  of 
Heylan,  in  Pembrokeshire,  where  he  was  born  29th  June, 
1590.  With  his  brother  Griffith  White  he  came  to  Jesus 
College,  Oxford,  in  1607,  and  afterwards  studied  law  at  the 
Middle  Temple.  He  was  one  of  the  trustees  appointed  by  the 
Puritans  to  purchase  certain  Church  livings,  e.g.,  All  Saints, 
Hertford,  and  for  this  he  was  summoned  before  the  Star 
Chamber.  He  was  afterwards  elected  one  of  the  Committee  of 
Religion,  and  was  chosen  chairman.  He,  together  with  Corne- 
lius Burges,  was  appointed  Assessor  of  the  Assembly  of  Divines 
at  Westminster.  He  was,  with  Bagshaw,  chosen  member  for 
South wark  in  the  Long  Parliament;  and  on  January  7th, 
1641-2,  he  told  the  House,  "The  greatest  and  chiefest  authors 
of  our  miseries  are  the  bishops  and  their  adherents,  favourers 
of  the  Romish  and  Arminian  factions/' x  As  the  Assembly  sat 
in  Henry  VII/s  Chapel,  and  afterwards  in  the  Jerusalem 
Chamber,  "at  the  upper  end  is  a  chair  for  the  prolocutor, 
Dr.  Twisse.  Before  it,  on  the  ground,  stand  two  chairs  for  the 
two  Mr.  Assessors,  Dr.  Burges  and  Mr.  White.  The  one,  our 
good  friend  Dr.  Burges,  a  very  active  and  sharp  man,  supplies 
the  prolocutor's  place ;  the  other,  our  good  friend  Mr.  White, 
has  kept  in  of  the  gout  since  our  coming."  "  White,  the  Cen- 
turist,"  says  Walker,  "  had  a  house  in  Hertfordshire  not  fer 
from  Bushey."8  He  died  on  the  29th  January,  1644-5,  and 
was  buried  in  the  Temple  Church,  at  the  high  altar  on  the 
Middle  Temple  side,  close  to  the  end  where  the  altar  stood. 
He  was  accompanied  to  his  grave  by  most  of  the  Parliament 
men,  and  soon  after  a  marble  stone  was  put  over  his  body  with 
the  following  inscription: — 

"  To  the  memory  of  John  White,  Esq.,  second  son  of  Henry  White,  of 
Heylan,  in  the  county  of  Pembroke,  Esq.,  a  late  useful  member  of  the 
Honourable  House  of  Commons  in  Parliament,  and  one  of  the  Bench  of 
the  Honourable  Society  of  the  Middle 'Temple,  who  was  born  the  29th  of 
•  June,  1590,  ai,d  departed  this  life,  leaving  behind  him  one  daughter, 
Winifrede,  wife  to  Richard  Blackwell,  of  Bushy,  by  Catherine,  his  first 
wife,  daughter  of  Edward  Barfoot,  of  Lamburne  Hall,  in  Essex,  Esq. ,  four 
sons  and  four  daughters  by  Mary,  his  second  wife  and  relict,  eldest 
-daughter  of  Thomas  Stiles,  of  Little  Missenden,  in  the  county  of  Bucking- 
ham.    He  had  two  other  daughters  deceased  in  his  lifetime."8 

1  Hanbury,  Memorial*,  ii.  147,  217.  8  MSS.,  Dr.  Williams's  Lib.,  Biographies 

%  Sufferings,  ii.  1G8.  voLiii. 
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As  Richard  Ward,  who  was  so  thorough  a  Puritan,  though  a 
Conformist,  lived  almost  until  the  accession  of  William  III., 
there  was  little  need  for  Nonconformist  action  in  the  parish  ; 
and  though  Dr.  Edmund  Staunton,  on  one  side,  and  Mr.  Loaffs, 
of  Shenley,  on  the  other,  and  Jeremy  White,  likewise  residing 
or  visiting  often  in  the  parish  itself,  are  named  as  holding  "  con- 
venticles "  or  licensing  meeting-houses  in  the  district  around,  we 
find  no  mention  of  such  meeting  in  the  parish  of  Bushey  until 
in  the  beginning  of  the  present  century  the  Independents 
appear.     The  first  registration  appears  in  1809,  as  follows : — 

"  No.  727.  the  building  of  Jos.  Keene,  in  Bushey  parish,  certified  as  a 
place  of  religious  worship  of  Almighty  God  for  Independents  by  Jno. 
Jennings  on  the  12th  July,  1809."  The  next  is,  "  No.  899,  Clogs,  Bushey, 
certified,  etc.,  for  the  Independents  by  W.  Hawkin,  30  November,  1814." 
Again,  "No.  2008,  Room  at  Bushey,  certified,  etc.,  for  the  Independents 
by  John  Brown,  of  Bushey,  17  December,  1838." » 

In  accordance  with  these  registrations  it  is  recorded  that  in 
1809,  J.  Keene,  of  Chesham,  and  William  Jennings,  of  Kensing- 
ton, assisted  by  Robert  Capper,  J.P.,  and  lord  of  the  manor, 
fitted  up  and  opened  an  outhouse  or  lumber-room  on  the  pre- 
mises of  J.  Keene,  on  Clayhill.  Preachers  were  supplied  by 
the  London  Itinerant  Society.  In  1812  this  meeting-place  was 
enlarged,  and  would  hold  200.  Mr.  Capper  erected  a  chapel 
and  minister's  house  on  his  own  freehold  in  1814.  The 
following  is  the  succession  of  ministers: — 

1815.  Thomas  Gilbart,  of  Hackney  College.  In  1818  left  for  York 
Street,  Dublin. 

William  SneU,  of  Hoxton  Academy,  1819—1828.  Removed  to  Lynn, 
Norfolk. 

John  Vine,  1828 — 1834.    Went  as  missionary  to  Jamaica. 

William  Warden,  1835,  1836. 

John  Fernie,  Hackney  Academy,  1837 — 1844,  when  he  removed  to 
Farnham,  Surrey. 

John  Vine  again,  1845 — 1859.     Removed  to  HoddeBdon. 

John  Moses,  1860. 

A.  H.  New,  of  Wigan,  1861—1863.     Removed  to  Barnsbury  Chapel. 

John  Basley,  of  Wardour  Chapel,  London,  1864—1882. 

W.  H.  Edwards  (still  here,  1883). 2 

1  Return  of Places  of  Religious  Worship  day  school  founded  1815;  190  scholars, 

Certified,  etc.    Diocese  of  London.    So-  20  teachers.    A  schoolroom  was  built  in 

mereet  House.  1870  on  the  site  of  the  old  room  at  a  cost 

*  The  present  chapel  was  opened  1850.  of  £380. 
It  seats  450 ;  church  members,  84.    Sun- 
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FLAMSTEAD. 
Acres,  5,929;  pop.,  1,846;  value,  £180. 

George  Ferrers,  born  at  St.  Albans  1510,  nephew  of  Giles 
Ferrers,  Archdeacon  of  St.  Albans  1531,  was  given  this  manor 
by  Henry  VIII.,  and  purchased  lands  in  Markyate  Street, 
September  7th,  38th  of  Henry  VIII.  He  was  a  thorough- 
going Protestant  as  we  have  seen,  in  high  favour  with 
Henry  VIII.  and  Edward  VI.,  whose  diversions  he  was 
appointed  to  superintend.  He  died  at  his  house  in  this  parish 
in  the  beginning  of  January  1578,  and  was  buried  in  the 
church  on  the  11th  of  the  same  month.1  There  is  a  tradition 
that  Edward  VI.  in  his  infancy  was  removed  to  Flamstead  by 
the  advice  of  his  physicians,  and  resided  in  the  house  of  Sir 
Richard  Page.  In  the  aisle  is  buried  the  body  of  Anne  Poure 
(second  daughter  of  Francis  Poure  and  of  Anne  his  second  wife, 
third  daughter  of  Julius  Ferrers,  of  Market  Street),  who  died 
June  13th,  1631,  with  this  Puritanic  inscription: 

u  Poure,  Rich  waa  in  the  Spirit ; 
Anne  Poure,  rich  Poure  by  Christ's  merit. " 

As  to  the  early  rectors  of  Flamstead,  which  is  first2 
described  as  "  a  chapel  to  the  church  of  Redburne,"  Clutter- 
buck  gives  a  long  list,  and  supplementing  his,  I  have  met  with 
the  following : — 

"John  Oudeley,  rector.  Ob.  7th  March,  1454  ;  Edward  Layton,  18th 
April,  1538  ;  Stephen  Garret,  clerk,  now  incumbent."3 

According  to  Strype,4  the  advowson  of  the  rectory  of  Flam- 
stead (which  originally  belonged  to  St.  Albans,  and  with  the 
surrounding  manors  was  confiscated  to  the  Crown)  was  given 
in  the  year  1547  by  the  Crown,  in  exchange,  to  the  Dean  and 
Chapter  of  Thornton,  in  Lincolnshire.  In  the  Church  Registers 
we  find  the  following  statement: — "Thus  far  Price,  the 
minister,  had  writ  in  his  tyme.  I  entered  in  the  year  1578 
curat  of  this  parish.  I  have  baptized  since  that  tyme:  Firmyn 
Adams,  curat."  In  Mr.  Price's  time  (September  6th,  1676) 
proceedings  were  taken  in  the  Archdeacon's  Court  "against 
John  Desburne,  John   Hare,   Thos.   Dell,  G.   Puddifatt,  W. 

>  Cooper,  Atli.  Cantab.,  i.  386.  »  Harl.  MSS.,606. 

8  Gesta,  i.  72.  Memorial*,  IL,  i.  121. 
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Birdsey,  all  of  Flamstead,  for  not  coining  to  church."  We  find 
several  entries  signed  by  Firmyn  Adams,  who  kept  his  registers 
neatly.1 

In  1610,  April  28th,  Robert  Rose,  son  of  George  Rose,  of 
Flamstead,  is  presented  "  for  not  receiving  the  Communion/' 
He  confesses  "  that  he  had  fallen  out  with  one  of  his  fellows, 
whereupon  he  thought  fitt  to  forbeare  at  that  time."  The 
same  year,  May  23rd,  Rose  Walker,  wife  of  John  Walker,  of 
Flamstead,  is  presented  "  for  not  receaving  the  Communion  " ; 
and  in  1611,  June  23rd,  Henry  Axtell,  of  Flamstead,  is  ordered 
"to  repayre  to  his  parish  church  where  he  dwells  and  to 
receave  the  Holy  Communion."8 

Among  the  deaths  the  following  occurs  : — "June  25th,  1613. 
Firmyne  Adams,  curate  of  Flamstead,  buried"  He  thus  had 
been  here  thirty-five  years,  from  1578  to  1613.3 

Baanah  Gladman  succeeded  Firmyn  Adams  in  1613. 
Among  the  marriages  we  find  his  thus : — "  Baanah  Gladman 
and  Jane  Wheathill  were  married  February  28th,  1613."  We 
find  also  the  baptism  of  some  of  his  children :  "  March  30th, 
1619.  Mary,  daughter  of  Baanah  Gladman,  minister.  July 
24th,  1620.  John,  son  of  Baanah  Gladman,  minister.  July  9th, 
1622.  Katherine,  daughter  of  Baanah  Gladman,  minister.  July 
9th,  1627.  Hannah,  daughter  of  Mr.  Baanah  Gladman."  He  was 
probably  brother  to  Naariah  Gladman,  of  Ridge.  In  1628  the 
name  of  Robert  Fordham  appears  as  "  minister."  Probably 
immediately  following  him  was  Benjamin  King.  His  neat 
handwriting  distinctly  marks  the  term  of  his  sojourn  from 
1G38  to  1642.4 

1  "  1582, 29th  April.  Christopher  Adame.  2  Ada  of  the  Archdeaconry  of  Hunt- 
son  of  Fermyn  Adams,  minister,  and  Cecil!  ingdon,  at  Hitchin. 
his  wife,  baptized/'  *  Daring  his  ministry  Richard  Harsh 

"  1684, 16th  August,  John  Adams,  son  was  born  in   this    parish  (1666),  who 

of  Fermyn  Adams,  minister,  and  Cecill  afterwards  became  chaplain  to  Land  and 

his  wife,  baptized."  Charles  L  and  was  ejected  from  the 

"  1586,  18th   January,   Rose   Adams,  vicarage  of  Halifax  in  1642,  but  lived  to 

daughter  of  Fermyn  Adams,  minister,  be  restored.     He  was   made   Dean  of 

and  Cecill  his  wife,  baptized."  York  in  1660,  and  died  October  13th, 

"  1690,  1st  Hay,  Philip  Adams,  son  of  1663,  aged  seventy-eight.     See  Walker 

Fermyn  Adams,  minister,  and  Cecill  his  and  Kennet,  Register,  218,  284. 

wife/  4  Thus,  among  the  baptisms  : — 

About  this  date  there  is  an  entry  "  1689,  January  27th.  Judith,  daughter 
of  a  baptism :  "  Baptized  Ann.  etc.,  of  of  Benjamin  King,  minister,  and  Eliza- 
Market  Street,  in  the  parish  of  Studham,  beth  his  wife." 

and  I  had  the  consent  of  Hr.  Dakin,  "  1641,  March  16th.  Mary,  daughter  of 

minister,  under  his  hand."  Benjamin  King  minister,  and  Elizabeth 

hie  wife." 

26 
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King  was  one  of  the  ejected  ministers  of  1660,  and  is  thus 
mentioned  by  Calamy :  "  Mr.  Benjamin  King  was  minister  at 
Flamstead,  in  Herts,  a  man  of  great  gravity  and  worth.  One 
of  a  bold  spirit,  a  very  Boanerges  in  the  pulpit ;  eminent  as 
a  preacher,  and  also  for  the  holiness  of  his  life."  While  at 
Flamstead  he  published  a  discourse  on  The  Marriage  of  the 
Lambe,  which  he  dedicated  to  Sir  Thomas  Barrington  and  his 
lady.  He  removed  from  Flamstead  to  Hitchin  somewhere 
about  the  year  1643,  but  already  he  had  been  appointed  one 
of  the  occasional  lecturers  at  Dunstable,  in  Beds,  and  at  Hitchin, 
July  14th,  1642.  From  Hitchin  he  removed  to  Oakham,  in 
Rutland,  in  1649,  whence  he  was  ejected  in  1660,  to  make 
way  for  Abraham  Wright,  who  was  reinstated  there.1 

His  little  work,  The  Marriage  of  the  Lambe,  is  described  as 

"  A  Treatise  concerning  the  spiritual  espousing  of  Christ,  to  a  beleeving 
soule,  wherein  the  subject  is  folly  handled  in  the  nature  of  it,  in  the 
effects,  priviledges,  symptomes,  with  the  comforts  that  arise  to  a  beleever 
from  this  relation,  wherein  also  the  excellency  of  Christ,  and  many  other 
spiritual  truths  flowing  from  the  subject,  are  by  way  discovered.  By 
Benjamin  King,  minister  of  God's  Word  at  Flamstead,  in  Hartfordshire. 
Rev.  xxl  9.  London  :  Printed  by  Tho.  Cotes  for  R.  H.,  1640."  It  is 
dedicated  "To  the  Right  Worshipfull,  truly  worthy,  and  very  much 
honoured  Knight  and  Baronet,  Sir  Thomas  Barrington,  and  to  his  truely 
vertuous  Lady.     Grace,  Mercy,  and  Peace  from  the  Fountain." 

And  the  author  says,  "  The  cause  enforcing  mee  to  the  publi- 
cation thereof,  was  the  earnest  request  of  some  speciall  and 
neere  friends,  whose  affections  were  much  moved  with  the 
subject  handled  in  the  pulpit;  to  satisfie  their  desire  (being 
no  lesse  to  me  than  a  command)."  He  speaks  of  "  my  grateful 
mind  to  you  both  for  those  personal  favours  received,"  and  of 
"  that  high  respect  you  shew  to  the  spokesmen  and  faithful 
ministers  of  Jesus  Christ";  and  he  signs  himself  "Your 
worship's  truest  friend  and  servant  for  the  good  of  your 
soules,  Benjamin  King."  The  text  of  the  discourse  is  Hosea 
ii.  20,  and  it  contains  several  quotations  in  Greek  and  Latin 
from  the  classics  and  the  Fathers.  The  treatise  is  thoroughly 
evangelical  and  Protestant.     "What  was  it,"  he  asks,  "that 

1  He  lived  at  Lessingham   after  his  who  was  afterwards  the  Nonconformist 

ejectment.    He  had  two  daughters,  one  minister  at  Oakham.    See  Calamy,  Ac- 

of   whom  he  married  to  Mr.   Vincent  count,  544 ;  Contin^  720. 
Alsop.  and  the  other  to  Mr.  Robert  Ekins, 
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made  the  fiery  faggots  to  those  blessed  witnesses  of  the  truth 
to  seem  a  bed  of  roses  ?  "  And  speaking  of  regeneration,  "  It 
is,"  he  says,  "  a  renewing  of  the  inward  man,  a  metamorphosing 
of  the  heart,  reformation  springing  from  a  conscience  purified 
and  sprinkled  with  the  blood  of  Christ ;  it  proceeds  from  the 
work  of  God's  Spirit." 

The  next  minister  whose  name  we  find  at  Flamstead  k 
Christopher  Comyn.  In  all  three  registers,  Baptisms, 
Marriages,  Burials,  he  begins : — "  Take  notice  that  either 
through  the  carelessness  or  neglect  of  the  present  ministers,  or 
the  distraction  and  violence  of  the  times,  this  register  book  is 
defective  unto  this  year,  1647,  in  which  Christopher  Comyn 
came  to  officiate  in  this  place."  But  it  is  evident  from  the 
few  entries  that  follow  in  his  neat  hand  that  he  was  here  only 
a  short  time.  And,  indeed,  the  Commissioners  to  inquire  into 
the  state  of  ecclesiastical  benefices  report  in  1650  regarding 
Flamstead,  that  "  the  cure  is  supplied  by  such  as  the  parish 
make  choice  of." I 

In  1653  John  Goodman  appears  as  minister.  He  begins 
thus,  "  Here  is  the  note  of  the  marriages  registered  by  me, 
John  Goodman,  curate  of  Flamstead,  since  the  year  of  our 
Lord,  1653.  Here  is  an  acknowledgment  of  the  burials,  as 
followeth,  by  me,  John  Goodman,  preacher,  of  Flamstead, 
1653."  We  find  him  at  Tring  in  1650,  and  a  conforming 
minister  at  Watford  in  1662,  and  at  Hadham  afterwards. 
He  died  1690. 

The  next  name  that  we  find  among  the  ministers  of  this 
interesting  parish  is  that  of  Joseph  Thomas,  who  signs  the 
register  as  minister  of  Flamstead  in  1670.  Salmon  says  (1728), 
''The  present  curate  is  John  Bibey,"  who  was  at  Redburn 
1688. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  rectors  here,  1676 — 1662 : — 

1676.  Mr.  Price.  1647.  Christopher  Comyn. 

1678.  Finnyn  Adams.  1663.  John  Goodman. 

1613.  Baanah  Gladman.  1662.  Joseph  Thomas. 
1638.  Benjamin  King. 

1  July  10th,  1665.  The  Lady  Barring-  is  impropriate,  Mr.  Baker  claiming  first- 
ton  hath,  by  Mr.  Garthwright,  attended  fruits  out  of  the  same  and  tenths  being 
these  trustees,  complaining  that  she  is  likewise  claimed,  although  the  said  reo- 
ditturbed  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  Beo-  tory  standeth  charged  with  neither, 
lory  of  Flamstead,  which  she  allegeth  Lambeth  MSS.,  971. 


404  MEMORIALS  OF  NONCONFORMITY  IN  HERTS,     [huidbed  or 

The  registers  are,  about  this  date,  rich  in  the  names  of 
neighbouring  ministers  who  certify  that  in  burials  the  corpse 
was,  according  to  Act  of  Parliament,  buried  in  "  drooped  wool." l 

The  registers  also  contain  indications  of  the  strong  Puritan 
and  Nonconformist  elements  which  exist  in  the  parish,  specially 
at  Markyat  Street,  to  the  present  day.  For  example : — "  Old 
father  Thomas  Munne,  of  Margate  Street,  in  this  parish,  who 
was  a  constant  professor  of  holy  religion,  and  died  in  it,  was 
buried  January  24th,  1648."  The  family  of  Eeles,  also 
well  known  to  be  Nonconformist,  lived  in  this  parish.  In  the- 
Order  Book  of  Licences  for  Nonconformist  preachers  and  meet- 
ing-places upon  Charles  II.'s  Declaration  of  Indulgence  we  find 
the  following : — 

"  The  house  of  William  Eeles  at  Flamstead,  in  Hartfordshire,  licensed 
as  a  Congregational  meeting-place,  July  25th,  1672." 

Probably  Nathanael  Eeles,  of  Harpenden,  frequently  preached 
here,  and  here  he  was  buried, — "  Mr.  Nathanael  Eeles,  the 
ejected  minister  of  Harpenden,  was  buried  according  to  the 
late  Act  made  for  carrying  in  drooped  wool,  as  the  certificate 
made  of  Thomas  Cotton,  Esq.,  one  of  His  Majesty's  Justices  of 
the  Peace,  witnesses.    30th  December,  1678." 2 

Somewhat  of  the  Puritan  element  appears  in  the  following 
entry  in  the  register : — "  Memorandum  that  Monday  and 
Wednesday  in  Rogation  Week,  the  11th  and  the  13th  of  May, 
1713,  the  parishioners  of  Flamstead  went  processioning  round 
the  parish,  and  were  treatted  at  Richard  Halsey  and  Thomas 
Bradwin  at  Holsmer  End,  and  were  made  drink  at  Tinker's 
Bottom  by  Thomas  Smith,  of  Wood  End,  Timothy  Smith,  of 

1  Thus  we  find  the  name  of  *'  Thomas  Great  Gaddesden,  was  buried  November 

Draper,  minister  of  Redbourne,"  down  20th,  1701." 

to  1684 ;  of  "  John  Bybve,  vicar  of  Red-  a  Again  Nathanael  Eeles,  gentleman,  of 

bourne,"  from  1688  ;  of  "  Henry  Bateson,  the  parish  of  Elsenham,  in  Essex,  wa» 

minister  of  Great  Gaddesden"  and  u  vicar  buried   June    21st.    1681;    Mrs.  Sarah 

of  Great  Gaddesden,"  1688-89  ;  of  "  Mr.  Eeles,  his  wife,  buried  July  16th,  1681. 

Robert  Brabant,  vicar  of  Hemel  Hem-  Rebecca  Eeles,  of  the  parish  of  St. 

stead,"  1687;  of lt  Edward  Gibson,  vicar  of  Dunstan's  in  the  East   of   the  Tower 

Caddington,"  1689  ;  "  Mr.  Edward  Board-  Ward,  was  buried  according  to  Act  of 

man,   vicar  of  Caddingdon,"  1690 ;    of  Parliament,   certificate    from    Thomas 

"  John  Lord,  minister  (or)  vicar  of  Kens-  Draper,  minister.    April  2nd,  1683. 

worth,"  very  often  ;  u  Mr.  Johnson,  vicar  "  William   Eeles,  gentleman,   of  this 


of  KensworthL"  1689  ;  of  "  John  Clarke,  parish,"  he  who  licensed  his  house  as  a 

rector   of    Whipsnade";    of    "Robert  Congregational    meeting  -  place,    "wa» 

Whitehead,  vicar  of  Caddington'1  and  buried  according  to  Act  of  F 

"  vicar  of  Great  Gaddesden,"  1692 ;  "Mr.  as  by  certificate  from  Thoma 

Nathan    Crookshaw,   curate    of    Kens-  Esq.,  one  of  His  Majesty's  J 

worth,"  1699     "John  Clark,  curate  of  the  Peace,  19th  August,  1691." 
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Puddifate,  and  were  treatted  at  Beech  Wood  by  the  lady 
Sebright,  and  should  a  been  treatted  at  Edward  Bridon's  at 
McvrHatt  Street,  and  at  Mr.  Edes  at  Popsal  End,  but  were 
not  But  were  treated  of  William  Halsey's,  at  the  Hill,  accord- 
ing to  ancient  custom."  The  Nonconformists,  as  usual,  refused 
to  countenance  or  sanction  these  drinking  customs,  and  hence 
the  record  against  them  in  the  old  register. 

We  have  a  further  indication  that  among  the  Nonconform- 
ists here  there  were  Anabaptists  as  well  as  Congregationalists, 
in  the  frequency  with  which  we  find,  after  the  name  of  the 
child  buried,  the  words  "  not  baptized,"  or  "  unbaptized  ;"  e.g., 
as  early  as  "1615,  October  23rd,  a  child  of  Thomas  Pressons, 
of  Markyat  Street,  unbaptized."  Also  in  the  registers  simply 
of  births. 

At  Markyate  Street,  which  is  a  village  a  mile  in  length, 
partly  in  Herts  and  partly  in  Beds,  and  in  three  parishes,  of 
Flamstead,  Caddington,  and  Studham,  there  is  a  school  founded 
by  Thomas  Coppin,  who  by  will  dated  8th  December,  1662, 
gave  £400  for  establishing  it.  The  Baptists,  who  are  very 
strong  in  the  locality,  in  1860  demanded  the  election  as  trustee 
of  "  one  of  their  sect,"  but  it  was  in  law  decided  against  them. 

The  following  are  the  places  licensed  under  the  Toleration 
Act  in  this  parish : — 

1.  "16.  Market  Street,  for  Quakers,  registered  Michaelmas  Session, 
1690." 

2.  "24.  Flamstead,  by  John  Osman,  of  Flamstead,  1690." 

3.  "25.  Flamstead,  certified  by  Thomas  Muns,  of  Flamstead,  same  date." 

4.  "32.  Flamstead,  by  William ,  of  Flamstead,  Easter  Session,  1691." 

5.  "  85.  Studham,  Anabaptists,  by  Edward  Barton,  of  Studham.  Epi- 
phany, 1698." 

6.  "  92.  Market  Street,  Quakers.    Easter  Sessions,  1699." 

7.  "  These  are  to  certify  that  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters 
intend  to  meet  for  Religious  Worship  at  the  house  of  Samuel  Bedford,  in 
the  parish  of  Flamstead,  September  26th,  1752.  Francis  Sleap,  Robert 
Young,  John  Farr." 

8.  "  We  whose  names  are  hereunder  written  do  desire  that  a  Dwelling* 
House  in  the  parish  of  Caddington,  in  the  county  of  Herts,  now  in  the 
occupation  of  Edward  Squire,  may  be  registered  as  a  place  of  Divine 
Worship  for  Protestant  Dissenters,  pursuant,  etc.,  15th  February,  1781. 
John  Geard,  Jas.  Mann,  Thos.  Everitt.    Registered  15th  February,  1781." 

9.  "  We  ...  do  desire  that  a  Dwelling-House  in  the  parish  of  Flamstead, 
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now  in  the  occupation  of  Joseph  Pain,  may  be  registered  as  a  place  of 
Religions  Worship  for  Protestant  Dissenters,  pursuant,  etc.,  March  10th, 
1798.    John  Geard,  Thos.  Everitt,  Thos.  Button." 

10.  "  We  ...  do  desire  that  a  Dwelhng-House  now  in  the  occupation 
of  John  Coopers,  of  Flamstead,  in  the  Hundred  of  Dacorum,  may  be 
registered  as  a  place  for  the  Religious  Worship  of  God  by  Protestant 
Dissenters,  13th  February,  1800.  John  Munn,  Thos.  Knight,  Thos. 
Gregory." 

11.  u  We  .  .  .  being  Protestant  Dissenters  from  the  Church  of  England 
certify  that  a  certain  Messuage  or  Tenement  at  Troley  Bottom,  in  the 
parish  of  Flamstead,  in  the  occupation  of  Hannah  Pierce,  is  intended  to 
be  appropriated  and  set  apart  by  a  certain  number  of  Protestants  called 
Independents,  for  the  purpose  of  Divine  Worship,  etc.,  March  31st,  1806. 
John  Smith,  minister,  Thomas  Johnson,  Nathaniel  Parkins,  John  Elling- 
ham." 

12.  "  Caddington,1  a  newly-erected  chapel  for  Protestant  Dissenters, 
April  27th,  1809,  certified  by  John  Read,  Geo.  Bingham,  Wm.  Iredale, 
Francis  Emerson,  Ash.  Mouse,  James  Wright." 

13.  "Flamstead,  a  building  of  Bn.  Hawkins.  Protestant  Dissenters, 
May  17th,  1820,  certified  by  Benjamin  Hawkins,  James  Pollard,  Wm. 
Norwood."* 

The  Independents  were  the  first  Dissenters  who  appeared  in 
the  parish  in  the  license  of  1672,  and  we  find  them  repeatedly 
afterwards.  The  Quakers  come  next  in  order.  The  Baptists 
likewise  were  here  early,  and  have  still  a  strong  footing  in  the 
parish.  They  erected  a  chapel  in  1731,  and  the  place  was  a 
station  of  the  old  Baptist  church  at  Luton.  The  place  was 
kept  open  by  a  resident  named  Sutton.  In  1813  a  church  was 
formed,  and  Joseph  Harris,  of  St.  Albans,  ordained  pastor. 
He  died  in  1827.  Under  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Heath,  1832,  the 
chapel  was  enlarged.  T.  W.  Wake  was  here  as  pastor  thirty- 
years,  from  1840 ;  W.  Crick,  1869 ;  H.  W.  Taylor,  1871.  A 
new  chapel,  to  seat  five  hundred,  was  opened  9th  September, 
1873.  The  Wesleyans  and  Primitive  Methodists  likewise  have 
places  of  worship  here. 

1  The  greater  part  of  the  parish  of  Market  Street  in  particular,  a  oompara- 

Caddington  is  in  Herts,   though  the  tively  safe  refuge.  Thomas  Ooppin,  who 

church  is  in  Bedfordshire;  and  Market  died  in  1662,  endowed  the  grammar  school 

Street,  or   Markyate  Cell,  derives   its  here. 

name    from   a   priory   in   this   parish,  *  The  first  eipht  of  these  certificates 

founded  by  Geoffrey,  16th  Abbot  of  St.  are  from  the  lists  of  certified  places. 


Albans,  1145,  where  lived  a  company  of       1688 — 1852.  at   Somerset    House,  in  a 
nuns.     Upon  the  dissolution  of  small       volume   labelled    Counties.     The   other 

seven  are  from  the  Meetine-hoase  book, 
Archdn.  of  Huntingdon,  at  Hitchin. 


monasteries  this  priory  came  to  the 
Crown.  In  times  of  persecution  the 
Nonconformists  found  this  parish,  and 
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FLAUNDEN. 
Acres,  890 ;  pop.,  240 ;  value,  £300. 

This  was  a  chapel-of-ease  to  Hemel  Hemsted  and  in  the 
Archdeaconry  of  Huntingdon,  but  the  Acta  contain  very  few 
references  to  the  place.  In  1610,  October  10th,  Richard  Bal- 
lam,  minister,  signs  with  Rich.  Lovett  and  Thos.  Partridge 
as  churchwardens;  and  he  again  signs  in  1622  with  Sylvanus 
Axtell  and  Wm.  Knighton,  as  churchwardens.  Ballam  evi- 
dently was  here  till  1639,  when  we  meet  with  "Edward 
Winstarr,  curate,"  who,  according  to  the  registers,  was  here 
till  1642.  The  Commissioners  to  inquire  touching  Church 
livings  found  "Mr.  Robert  Physicke,  a  preaching  minister,1 
here  in  1650.  How  long  he  remained  we  have  not  discovered, 
but  in  1666  Henry  Fletcher  was  curate  here.  In  1672  there 
was  no  minister,  for  only  the  churchwardens  sign.  They 
present  "Edward  Butterfield  and  Mary  Thompson,  living 
together  as  man  and  wife,  but  never  married  by  the  Common 
Prayer;  and  their  children  as  unbaptized.  Also  Jeremiah 
Baldwin,  his  children  not  baptized.  John  Prince,  church- 
warden." And  in  1673  the  same  John  Prince  reports  Philip 
Thompson  and  Edward  Butterfield  as  "standing  excommu- 
nicate." 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  curates  here,  1576 — 1662 : — 

1576.  John  Facer.  1650.  Robert  Physicke. 

1610.  Richard  Ballam.  1666.  Henry  Fletcher. 

1639.  Edward  Winstarr. 

Salmon  2  records  in  his  day  (1728)  :  "  This  church  is  hard  for 
a  stranger  to  find,  and  the  curate,  for  want  of  endowment,  can't 
find  the  way  thither  more  than  one  Sunday  in  a  month,  and 
that  in  an  afternoon."  "  'Tis  pitty,"  says  Chauncy, w  they  have 
no  better  stipend  for  their  encouragement ;  but  in  those  days 
twenty  shillings  did  answer  the  value  of  fifty  pounds."3 
Clutterbuck  says  of  the  church  in  his  day  (1815),  "It  is  a 
mean  structure,  containing  no  memorials  of  the  dead  within  its 
walls,  and  being  partly  inhabited  by  poor  families."4    And 

1  Lambeth  M8S.,   Survey,  and  Lana-  *  Historical  Antiquities  of  Berts,  ed. 

downe  M88.,  459.  1826,  iL  477. 

*  History  of  Herts,  p.  118.  *  History  of  Herts,  i.  869. 
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Mr.  Cussans  narrates,  "On  the  appointed  fourth  Sunday,  if 
the  weather  were  fine,  a  man  was  stationed  on  the  top  of  the 
tower  of  Bovingdon  church,  whence  he  commanded  a  view  of 
the  road  leading  from  Hemel  Hemsted.  If  he  saw  the  parson 
or  his  curate  approaching,  he  would  descend  and  ring  the  bell 
to  summon  the  parishioners  to  church.  If  it  rained  or  snowed, 
it  was  quite  unnecessary  to  place  a  man  on  the  look  out.  It 
sometimes  happened  that  for  three  consecutive  months  there 
was  no  Divine  service  held  either  at  Flaunden  or  Bovingdon. 
A  labourer,  not  fifty  years  old,  told  me  that  he  had  often 
known  a  corpse,  when  become  too  offensive  to  keep  longer  in 
the  house,  to  remain  for  three,  four,  or  five  days  in  the  church 
before  a  clergyman  from  the  mother  church  could  be  procured 
to  perform  the  burial  service."1 

The  spiritual  wants  of  the  parish,  however,  were  not  unpro- 
vided for.  The  following  are  the  places  of  religious  worship 
certified  by  Protestant  Dissenters  under  the  Toleration  Act : — 

1.  "84.  Flaunden,  a  place  certified  by  Philip  Thompson,  of  Flaunden, 
Epiph.  sessions,  1698." 

2.  "  89.  Flaunden,  a  place  of  meeting  for  Quakers,  cert,  by  Ph.  Thomp- 
son, of  Flaunden,  Epiph.,  1699." 

3.  ' '  We  whose  names  are  underwritten  do  humbly  desire  that  a  dwelling- 
house  in  the  hamlet  of  Flaunden,  in  the  parish  of  Hemel  Hemsted,  in  the 
occupation  of  George  Sedwell,  Farmer,  may  be  registered  as  a  place  of 
religious  worship  for  Protestant  Dissenters  pursuant,  etc.  May  13th, 
1804.  Nath.  Shannon,  Geo.  Sedwell,  Wm.  Grover,  John  Childs,  James 
Blake." 

4.  "  Meeting  House  at  Flaunden  for  Protestant  Dissenters  certified 
December  20th,  1830,  by  Richard  Clare,  Geo.  Sedwen,  Jos.  Johnson,  Jas. 
Cole,  Henry  Glenister." 

The  church  in  Union  Chapel,  Flaunden,  was  formed  June  9th* 
1836,  J.  Statham  being  present.  In  1850  the  members  united 
with  the  church  at  Chipperfield,  S.  Cowdy,  pastor.  In  1860 
C.  J.  Cole  took  the  pastorate  for  eight  months.  W.  Fisk  then 
held  the  office  till  1871. 

»   Cussans,  History  of  Hertfordshire,  'Well,  to-morrow  is  the  regular  day/ 

Dacorum,  p.  179.    He  also  records  the  replied  the  woman  who  was  showing 

following  story  : — "  A  party  of   ladies  them  over  the  church,  ( but  I  do  hope 

and   gentlemen  who   were   visiting   in  and  trust  it  will  rain,  and  then  the  parson 

the  neighbourhood,  walked  down  to  old  won't  come,  for  I've  got  one  of  my  best 

Flaunden  Church.    '  How  very  interest-  hens   a-sitting  on  thirteen  eggs  in  the 

ing,'  remarked   one   of  the   party,    'I  pulpit,    and    she    won't   come    off   till 

should  so  like  to  attend  service  here.'  Tuesday." 
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GREAT  GADDESDEN. 
Acres,  4,074;  pop.,  938;  value,  £260. 

When  Ring  Henry  VIII.  seized  upon  this  living,  together 
with  the  manors  connected  with  it,  and  took  it  from  the  Church, 
he  granted  all  for  a  small  sum  of  money  to  one  William  Hawse, 
or  Halsey,  and  thus  this  single  family  became  possessed  of  one 
of  the  fairest  estates  in  Herts.  The  living  has  ever  since  been 
in  the  gift  of  the  Halseys ;  and  as  they  have  almost  always 
been  on  the  Royalist  side,  and  "  Church  and  State"  men,  there 
has  been  little  favour  in  the  parish  towards  Puritanism  or 
Nonconformity.  Nevertheless  it  exists  here,  and  it  has  existed, 
and  is  traceable  for  three  centuries ;  and  occasionally  the  name 
of  Halsey  has  been  associated  with  it.  Leonard  Step  with, 
who  was  here  from  1562  to  1592,  is  described  as  non  grad. 
nee  corwionator,  neither  graduate  nor  preacher,1  so  that  there 
was  not  much  light  in  the  parish  during  those  thirty  years. 
William  Lillington,  who  followed  (1592 — 1614),  signs  the 
register  simply  as  "minister,"  and  so  does  Robert  Crop  well, 
who  was  here  for  just  a  year  after  him,  and  was  buried 
16th  November,  1615.  He  has  left  the  following  record : 
"  Gaddesden  Magna,  March  29th,  1614.  My  patron  is  called 
Mr.  Robert  Halse.  The  value  of  it  in  the  King's  Book  is 
£10  1*.  8d.  We  have  no  recusants  in  our  parish,  but  three 
that  are  counted  bewitched,  who  are  excommunicated.  The 
number  of  communicants  are  (vie)  about  250.  Robert  Crop- 
well,  vicar."2  Thomas  Moore,  M.A.,  the  next  minister  (1615 — 
1620),  leaves  the  following  note :  "  Great  Gaddesden.  Persons 
excommunicated — William  Wallis,  John  Jeffrey,  and  Joane, 
his  wife.  Tho.  Moore,  minister;  Henry  Deane,  and  John 
Harris,  churchwardens.".  Whether  these  are  the  same  three 
parishioners  "counted  bewitched"  we  cannot  say.  William 
Stilling  was  instituted  to  the  living  3rd  November,  1620,  and 
remained  here  thirty-six  years  till  his  death.  There  are  in 
the  register  entries  of  the  baptisms  and  deaths  of  his  children, 
and  he  signs  himself  as  "  William  Stilling,  minister"  ;  but  he 
seems  to  have  suspended  or  discontinued  his  work  for  some 

1  Lambeth  MSS.,  900.  9  Acta,  Archd.  of  Huntingdon,  at  Hitchin. 
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years.  The  Commissioners  of  Parliament  to  inquire  touch- 
ing Church  livings,  1650,  report  that  "William  Stilling  doth 
officiate.  He  never  preacheth  but  once  a  Lord's  Day,  and  that 
but  of  late ;  and  that  he  preacheth  in  such  a  manner  as  very 
few  will  hear  him." 1  And  it  is  further  reported,  "  He  has  dis- 
continued it  (officiating)  now  three  years  and  upwards  in  the 
heat  of  the  late  war "  On  April  22nd,  1645,  it  was  ordered 
by  the  Committee  for  Plundered  Ministers  "  that  Mr.  Halsey, 
of  Great  Gaddesden,  do  make  his  personal  appearance  before 
the  said  Committee  on  May  1st  next" ;  but  whether  he  appeared 
or  not  is  not  recorded.  The  Committee  for  the  Displacement 
of  Scandalous  Ministers  passed  the  following  resolution,  which 
we  find  among  their  Minutes : — 

"  May  9th,  1640.  Upon  the  certificate  of  the  Committee  of  Parliament 
sitting  at  St.  Albans,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  that  they  conceive  not 
themselves  sufficiently  qualified  to  take  cognizance  of  the  Articles  last 
exhibited  before  them  against  William  Stillinge,  vicar  of  Great  Gaddesden 
in  the  said  countie,  being  as  they  alledge  enabled  by  the  House  of  Com- 
mons only  to  examine  without  oath ;  it  is  notwithstanding  ordered  that 
the  said  Committee  do  proceed  in  the  examination  of  the  said  cause,  by 
virtue  of  the  authority  to  them  derived  from  the  said  House,  and  accord- 
ing to  the  former  order  of  this  Committee  in  that  behalf ;  and  to  certify 
the  said  Articles  and  Examinations  on  both  sides  to  this  Committee,  to 
the  end  that  this  Committee  may  upon  the  whole  matter  proceed  as  to 
them  shall  seem  right."  - 

Stilling,  it  appears,  was,  after  all,  allowed  to  remain  until 
his  death.  In  the  register  there  occurs  the  following :  "1656, 
January  12th.  William  Stilling,  minister,  buried."  And  in 
1 660,  June  1st,  Faustine  Knight,  the  registrar,  was  buried- 
But  no  minister  is  named  here  till  November  6th,  1660,  when 
Samuel  Bradwell  received  the  appointment.  He  seems  to 
have  left  at  the  end  of  1663,  and  was  followed  by  W.  Bradley, 
who,  after  three  years,  was  followed  by  Henry  Bateson  (29th 
November).  We  learn  from  the  Acta  that,  on  October  30th> 
1663,  Edward  Halsey  was  charged  before  the  Archdeacon  for 
keeping  school  without  license,  and  Henry  Deane,  of  this 
parish,  was  presented  "  for  standing  excommunicate."  In  1676 
"  Robert  Higbie,  of  Gaddesden/'  is  presented  because  "  all  his 
children  but  one,  his  youngest   son,  are  unbaptized."     The 

»  Lambeth  MSS.,  Survey  of  1650,  vol.  x.  a  B.  M.  Add.  MSS.,  16670,  fol  107. 
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state  of  affairs  in  the  parish  in  1682  is  thus  described:  "We 

present  Qaddesden  as  destitute  of  a  minister" ;  and  further  on 

in  the  same  year,  "  At  Gaddesden  Magna  they  want  surplesse 

and  prayer-book." 

The  following  is  a  list  of  vicars  here,  1562 — 1662 : — 

1562.  Leonard  Stepwith.  1615.  Thomas  Moore. 

1692.  William  Lillington.  1620.  William  Stilling. 

1614.  Robert  Cropwell.  1660.  Samuel  Bradwell. 

We  find  the  following  places  of  religious  worship  certified 
by  Nonconformists  in  this  parish : — 

1.  "35.  Great  Gaddesden  certified  by  Thomas  Halsey,  of  Great  Gaddes- 
den, Midsummer  Session,  1691." 

2.  "  106.  Great  Gaddesden.  Anabaptists  certified  by  George  Boss,  of 
Great  Gaddesden,  Mids.  Session,  1703." 

3.  "107.  Great  Gaddesden.  Independents  certified  by  John  Clark, 
Epiph.  Seas.,  1704." 

4.  "Great  Gaddesden.  Dwelling-bouse  of  Harker  Carrington  for  Pro- 
testant Dissenters,  March  25th,  1822,  by  Rev.  Thos.  Miller,  Harker 
Carrington,  SamL  Marcot,  Job  Homan.'' 

5.  "Great  Gaddesden.  The  house  of  Wm.  Messenger  for  Protestant 
Dissenters,  May  7th,  1826,  by  John  Smith,  Wm.  Messenger,  Geo.  Ambrose, 
David  Bowers." 

6.  "  Great  Gaddesden.  Meeting-house  in  Gaddesden  Row  for  Pro- 
testant Dissenters,  April  5th,  1830,  by  Wm.  Henley,  Geo.  Ambrose,  Wm. 
Messenger." 

The  Wesleyans  have  a  chapel  in  this  parish  as  well  as  the 
Baptists. 

LITTLE  GADDESDEN. 
Acres,  924 ;  pop.,  388 ;  value,  £300. 

Thomas  Windsor  is  named  in  1576  as  rector  here,  but  i& 
described  as  "no  graduate."  He  was,  however,  a  preacher,, 
and  on  March  30th,  1611,  was  summoned  before  the  Arch- 
deacon's Court "  for  expounding,  not  being  thereto  licensed." 
In  1612  Barnabas  Holloway  became  rector,  and  was  here  thirty- 
two  years.  The  parish  is  often  mentioned  during  the  Com- 
monwealth in  the  Minutes  of  the  Committee  for  Plundered 
Ministers.  It  appears  that  Barnabas  Holloway  was  sequestered 
by  the  Parliament  in  1644,  and  that  he  and  his  wife  gave  the 
Committee  no  little  trouble  about  their  claims. 
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"  March  11th,  1644.  This  Committee  do  appoint  to  hear  the  cause 
Against  Mr.  Holloway,  rector  of  Little  Gaddesden,  in  the  county  of  Hert- 
ford, and  his  witnesses  for  his  defence  therein  (appointed  to  be  heard  this 
day)  on  Thursday,  the  27th  of  March ;  whereof  the  prosecutors  of  the 
said  cause  are  to  have  speedy  notice."  "  April  8th,  1644.  Upon  hearing 
this  day  what  could  be  alledged  on  the  behalf  of  Barnabas  Holloway, 
curate  of  Little  Gaddesden,  to  the  matters  depending  against  him,  for 
which  he  stands  sequestered.  This  Committee  confirm  his  sequestration." 
"  The  rectory  of  Little  Gaddesden  is  sequestered  from  Barnabas  Holloway 
for  his  malignancy  against  the  Parliament,  by  the  Committee  of  Parlia- 
ment sitting  at  St.  Albans."  "  April  8th,  1644.  Upon  the  humble  petition 
of  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Barnabas  Halway,  from  whom  the  rectorie  of  Little 
Gaddesden  is  sequestered,  it  is  ordered  that  the  said  Mrs.  Halway  shall 
have  for  and  towards  the  maintenance  of  her  and  her  children  the  foil 
clear  5th  part  of  all  tithes,  etc.,  of  the  said  rectorie,  Mr.  Halway  and 
his  wife  yielding  all  due  obedience  to  the  sequestration ;  and  the  said 
Mr.  Halway  shall  have  time  to  remove  from  the  parsonage  till  Michaelmas 
next.  And  it  is  further  ordered  that  the  said  Mr.  Halway  shall  have, 
reap,  remove,  and  carry  away  to  his  own  use  the  corn  and  grain  by  him 
sown  and  growing  upon  the  glebe  land  of  the  rectory." 

"  April  15th,  1645.  Whereas  the  Rectory  of  Little  Gaddesden  stands 
sequestered  from  Barnabas  Holloway,  it  is  this  day  ordered  that  Thomas 
Gray,  a  godly  orthodox  divine,  do  officiate  the  cure  forthwith.*1 

"January  17th,  1645-6.  Upon  complaint  made  by  Elizabeth,  the  wife  of 
Mr.  Hallway,  that  Mr.  Gray  hath  hitherto  delayed  payment,  this  Committee 
order  that  a  full  fifth  part  be  paid  her.  And  the  Committee  of  Parlia- 
ment for  the  said  county  are  desired  to  see  the  same  put  in  execution,  or 
«lse  to  certify  the  cause  of  Mr.  Gray's  non-payment." 

"  April  22nd,  1646.  This  Committee  do  appoint  to  consider  the  certifi- 
■cate  of  the  Committee  of  Parliament  sitting  at  St.  Albans  concerning  the 
settling  of  the  fifth  profits  of  the  Rectory  of  Little  Gaddesden  on  the  wife 
and  children  of  Mr.  Halway,  on  May  7th." 

"  May  21st,  1646.  Upon  hearing  what  Mr.  Gray,  to  whom  the  rectory 
of  Little  Gaddesden,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  could  have,  why  he 
should  not  pay  a  fifth  part  to  the  wife  of  Mr.  Halloway,  according  to  the 
certificate  of  the  Committee  of  Parliament  sitting  at  St.  Albans,  made  in 
pursuance  of  an  Order  of  Reference,  it  is  ordered  that  he  do  forthwith 
pay  the  same,  and  that  the  said  rectorie  do  stand  sequestered  from  him 
until  he  hath  paid  the  same  and  all  arrears  thereof,  according  to  the  said 
certificate." 

"  Little  Gaddesden,  January  10th,  1 646-7.  Ordered  that  William  Adam- 
son,  Minister  of  the  Word,  be  commended  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Assembly  of  Divines  for  the  examination  of  Ministers,  who  are  desired  to 
examine  the  fitness  of  the  said  Mr.  Adamson." 

"May  19th  (July  19th,  September  11th),  1647.  Whereas  Thomas 
Portrie,  Thomas  Smith,  and  Henry  Tedder,  parishioners  of  Little  Gaddes- 
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den,  in  the  comity  of  Hertford,  were,  by  the  Committee  of  Parliament 
sitting  at  St.  Albans  (in  pursuance  of  an  order  of  reference  from  this 
Committee),  appointed  to  pay  unto  the  wife  of  Mr.  Holloway,  from  whom 
the  rectorie  of  Little  Gaddesden  aforesaid  stood  lately  sequestered, 
amounting  to  '£14,  all  tythes  remaining  in  their  hands  and  due  to  the  said 
Mr.  Gray,  who  refuses  to  pay  the  same  unto  her,  as  by  certificate  from  the 
said  Committee  appears :  It  was  therefore  ordered  that  the  said  parish- 
ioners do  forthwith  pay  the  same  unto  her  according  to  the  said  order  of 
the  said  Committee  at  St.  Albans,  or  show  cause  to  the  contrary  before 
this  Committee  on  the  24th  day  of  June  next,  whereof  they  are  not  to- 
fail  at  their  peril."1 

These  minutes  show  the  care  and  consideration  of  the  Com- 
mittee for  Plundered  Ministers  to  provide  for  the  families  of 
the  clergy  even  when  sequestered  for  scandalous  life  and  malig- 
nancy. It  would  appear  that  neither  of  the  ministers  named, 
Gray  and  Adamson,  stayed  long  at  Little  Gaddesden.  For  the 
Commissioners  of  1650  report  that  "  Mr.  Draper  duly  officiates 
the  cure  " — perhaps  the  Thomas  Draper  who  in  1663  appears 
as  minister  of  Redburn.  Walker3  says  that  "one  Richard 
Lee  was  presented  to  this  living  in  1655  " — i.e.,  the  same  whom 
we  find  before  this  date  at  Berkhamstead  and  Hatfield,  and 
again  there  in  1660. 

"  Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  whereas  the  rectory  of  Little 
Gaddesden,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  is  void  by  the  eviction  of  Thomas 
Draper,  clerk  ;  and  Richard  Lee,  clerk,  is  by  the  Rt.  Hon.  John  Earl  of 
Bridgewater,  the  patron  thereof,  nominated  thereunto,  the  Commissioners 
for  approbation  of  public  preachers  having  received  their  testimony  in  the 
behalf  of  the  said  Richard  Lee,  of  his  holy  and  good  conversation,  upon 
personal  and  due  consideration  of  the  premises,  and  finding  him  to  be  a 
person  qualified  as  in  and  by  the  ordinance  for  such  approbation  ia 
required :  Do  by  these  presents  ratify,  confirm,  and  allow  him,  the  said 
Richard  Lee,  to  be  and  continue  in  the  said  sequestered  rectory  as 
publique  preacher  there,  and  to  receive,  possess,  and  enjoy  all  houses, 
gleabe  lands,  tithes,  rents,  duties  and  profits  whatsoever  incident  and 
belonging  to  the  Rectory  of  Little  Gaddesden  aforesaid  in  as  full  and 
ample  manner  as  being  present  incumbent  he  ought  or  might  enjoy  the 
same.  In  witness  whereof  they  have  caused  the  common  seal  to  be  here- 
unto affixed,  and  the  same  to  be  attested  by  the  hand  of  the  Register  by 
his  Highness  in  that  behalf  appointed.  Dated  at  Whitehall,  September 
7th,  1655."  ■ 

•  The  above  extracts  will  be  found  in  »  Suffer  iwjs  of  the  Clergy,  Part  II. 

three  volumes  of  the  Committee's  Mi-  3  Lambeth  MSS.,  Aug.,  996. 

nutes.  B.  M.  Add.  MSS.,  15  669-71. 
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Lee,  however,  was  not  long  here,  for  in  the  year  1658  Thomas 
Fossan  was  appointed  by  Richard  Cromwell,  the  Protector. 
u  Richard,  by  the  grace  of  God,  Lord  Protector  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  England.  We  present  Thomas  Fossan,  clerk,  to 
the  Rectory  of  Little  Gaddesden  by  the  cession  of  the  last 
incumbent  there,  or  howsoeVer  now  void ;  requiring  and  com- 
manding you  forthwith  to  admit  the  said  Thomas  Fossan  to  the 
rectory  aforesaid.  18th  March,  1658."  "Little  Gaddesden,  in  the 
county  of  Hertford.  Thomas  Fossan,  clerk,  admitted  the  14-th 
day  of  April,  1659,  to  the  Rectory  of  Little  Gaddesden,  in  the 
-county  of  Hertford,  upon  a  presentation  exhibited  the  same 
day  from  his  Highness  Richard,  Lord  Protector  under  the 
Great  Seal  of  England."  * 

Fossan  conformed  in  1662,  and  was  here  till  his  death  in 
1682.  Appointed  by  Richard  Cromwell,  he  must  subsequently 
have  complied  with  all  the  changes  of  the  Restoration. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  vicars  here,  1576 — 1662 : — 

1576.  Thomas  Windsor.  1650.  Thomas  Draper. 

1612.  Barnabas  Holloway.  1665.  Richard  Lee. 

1645.  Thomas  Gray.  1658.  Thomas  Fossan  till  1682. 
1647.  William  Adamson. 

The  following  are  the  places  named  as  registered  for  Non- 
<xmformist  worship  here : — 

1.  "  We,  whose  names  are  hereunder  written,  do  desire  that  a  dwelling 
house  and  the  offices  belonging  thereunto  in  the  parish  of  Little  Gaddes- 
den, now  in  the  occupation  of  Joseph  Austin,  may  be  registered  as  a  place 
of  religious  worship  for  Protestant  Dissenters,  pursuant  to  an  Act  of 
Parliament  for  that  purpose  made  and  passed  in  the  1st  year  of  King 
William  and  Queen  Mary.  Witness  our  hands  this  20th  day  of  June, 
1778.  H.  Blaine,  licenced  preacher ;  Anthony  Missenden,  William  Austin. 
So  registered  24th  June,  1778." 

2.  "  Little  Gaddesden.  The  dwelling  house  of  Robert  Austin  for 
Protestant  Dissenters  registered  December  12th,  1812,  by  John  Crosby 
Sheppington,  minister ;  Isaac  Phenix,  minister ;  Bobt.  Glaster,  Peter 
Aslem,  Wm.  Hainsler,  Jos.  Wright,  Abraham  Driffield." 

1  Lambeth  MS&,  ^up.,  946  999.     Ber.       27th,  1662.    Elizabeth,  wife  of  Samuel 
Thomas  Fowler,  tutor  in  the  Earl  of       Bedford,  was  buried  April  17th,  1676. 
Bridgewater's  family,  died  here  February 
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HARPENDEN. 
Acres,  5,061     pop.,  3,064 ;  value,  £700. 

Puritanism  and  Nonconformity  have  long  been  strong  and 
healthy  in  this  parish.     In  1640  the  manor  of  Rothamstead 
passed  into  the  hands  of  a  thoroughly  Protestant  family  from 
Holland — the   family  of    Wittewronge.      "It  pleased   God," 
writes  Sir  John  Wittewronge,  "  in  infinite  mercy  to  open  my 
grandfather's  eyes  to  see,  and  his  heart  to  embrace,  the  saving 
truths    of  the    Gospel   of  our    blessed    Lord    and    Saviour 
Jesus  Christ,  as  it  had  been   not  long  before  the  time  of 
his  birth  restored  in  a  good  measure  to  its  primitive  purity 
(by  the  powerful  and  successful  preachings  of  Luther,  Zwingli, 
Calvin,   and  several  other  eminent  servants  of  God),   and 
reformed  from  the  gross  errors  of  superstition  and   popery, 
whereby  it  had  for  many  ages   been  eclipsed ;  so  that  he 
became  a  Protestant  and  of  that  persuasion  which,  for  dis- 
tinction sake,  is  commonly  called  Calvinist."    Owing  to  the 
persecution  of  Protestants  in  the  Low  Countries  set  on  foot  by 
Philip  II.  of  Spain,  this  James  Wittewronge  fled  from  Ghent  in 
Flanders  to  England  in  1564.     "  It  was  in  this  time  of  hot 
persecution  that  my  grandfather  left  his  country  to  enjoy  his 
conscience,  and  made  shipwreck  of  his  outward  estate  to  pre- 
serve his  inward   peace."    He  settled  in   London  and  died 
1593,  "  when  (as  I  have  Scriptural  ground  to  hope  and  believe) 
he  found  our  blessed  Saviour's  promise  (Mark  x.  29,  30)  made 
good  to  him.  ...  He  sent  his  son  Jacob  (my  father)  to  St. 
Albans  to  school  to  be  instructed  in  learning  in  the  free  school 
there,  whereof  at  that  time  one  Helicomius  (by  nation  a  Bra- 
banter,  and  so  my  grandfather's  countryman)  was  preceptor, 
a  man  of  great  esteem  for  his  abilities  for  that  employment. 
Here  my  father  continued  until  1576,  when  he  went  to  Mag- 
dalen College,  Oxford.*     He  afterwards  became  a  brewer  in 
London,  and  "  attained  unto  a  very  considerable  estate."     In 
1619,  "desirous  to  lead  a  more  private  life,  he  retired  to  a 
house  which  he  had  purchased  at  West  Ham,  in  Essex,  where 
he  lived  until  1622,  when  it  pleased  Almighty  God  to  take  him 
to  Himself.     My  mother's  father,  who  was  of  the  Reformed 
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religion,  having  left  his  eountry  to  enjoy  his  conscience,  came 
over  to  England,  but  returned  again.  My  mother,  after  his 
death,  came  to  England  and  lived  with  her  sister,  where  the 
providence  of  God  bringing  my  father  acquainted  with  her,  he 
married  her.  .  .  .  She  died  1646,  and  lyeth  buried  in  Harpen- 
den  church.  I  was  born  1618  in  London,  and  was  baptized  in 
the  Dutch  church,  whereof  my  father  was  at  that  time  both  a 
member  and  an  elder."1  In  1645  Sir  John  Wittewronge  (who 
writes  this  narrative)  came  to  Rothamstead,  in  the  parish  of 
Harpenden,  in  which  church  his  wife  was  buried  (1649)  and 
his  children  baptized.  The  tone  and  expression  of  this  narra- 
tive throughout  show  that  Sir  John  Wittewronge  himself  was 
a  Protestant  and  of  the  Puritan  schooL 

We  also  have  evidence  that  Sir  Thomas  Barrington  and  his 
wife  Judith,  daughter  of  Sir  Rowland  Lytton,  of  Knebworth, 
and  relict  of  Sir  Q.  Smyth,  of  Annables,  in  Harpenden  parish, 
were  Protestants  and  favourers  of  the  Puritan  clergy.  Benja- 
min King,  one  of  the  ejected  ministers,  dedicated  a  volume  of 
sermons,  entitled  The  Marriage  of  the  Lamb,  to  them. 

Goodman  Jenkin,  moreover,  of  Turner  Hall,  who  died  1670, 
aged  seventy-six,  Robert  Jenkyn  (pb.  1701,  aged  sixty-eight), 
and  Goodman  Jenkyn,  who  married  Sarah  Kentish,  of  St. 
Stephens,  St.  Albans,  and  died  1746,  aged  ninety,  were  friends 
of  the  Puritans.  To  these  may  be  added  Robert  Rudston,  who 
married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  Ellis,  of  St.  Albans,  and 
died  1642,  "  leaving  to  his  friends  fair  testimonies  of  his 
love;  to  the  poor,  of  his  charity;  to  the  world,  of  his  virtue; 
for  whose  pious  memory  his  brother  erected  this  deserved 
memorial.1' 

Among  the  ministers  or  curates  of  Harpenden,  which  was  a 
chapelry  under  Wheathamstead,  the  first  whom  we  have  disco- 
vered is  Marcus  Stubbing  in  1576,  when  Nicholas  Cooke  was 
rector  of  Wheathamstead .  Stubbing  is  then  described  as  habiUs 
ad  convumaridum,  skilled  in  preaching,  and  he  seems  to  have 
remained  here  till  1604,  when  he  became  rector  of  Wheatham- 
stead. He  was  an  influential  man  in  the  county,  and  held  the 
office  of  surrogate.  John  Starr  became  curate  here  already 
in  1604,  and  repeatedly  signs  the  register  thus,  "By  me  Jo. 

1  Clutterbuck,  i.  407—411. 
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Starr,  curat  of  Harpeden." 1  He  was  a  married  man  with  a 
family,  and  remained  here  till  1624,  when  he  removed  to  St. 
Stephens.  He  seems  to  have  got  into  some  trouble  soon 
after  his  settlement,  for  on  May  28th,  1611,  Starr  is  charged 
before  the  Court  "that  he  hath  enclosed,  demised,  and  lett 
away  from  his  house  a  certain  parcel  of  land  unto  one  John 
Chaworth.  And  on  June  15th  Mr.  Starr,  of  Harpenden,  is 
to  repair  the  one  half  of  the  house  called  the  priest's  house ; 
Richd.  Hayward  and  Thos.  Kelby,  churchwardens,  to  repair 
the  other  half,  and  not  to  meddle  with  the  land."  Concerning 
the  same  matter,  the  following  order  is  given  to  the  church- 
wardens : — 

"3rdJuly,  1611.  Edward  Hayward  and  Thomas  Kilby,  gardiana  of 
Harpenden ;  that  they  cause  the  minister  to  give  warning  in  the  church 
at  morning  prayer  that  the  parishioners  assemble  themselves  after  evening 
prayer  in  the  chancel,  and  that  they  do  acquaint  the  parishioners  that  it 
is  ordered  by  the  court  that  a  tax  be  made  of  so  much  money  as  will  repair 
the  one-half  of  the  house  called  the  priest  house.  And  in  case  the  parish- 
ioners shall  not  appear  according  to  the  said  warning,  then  the  church- 
wardens are  ordered  to  tax  so  much  money  to  the  use  aforesaid.  And  if 
they  shall  appear  and  make  the  said  tax,  then  they  are  to  certify  thereof 
at  the  next  court.  And  in  case  they  shall  appear  and  refuse  to  make  such 
taxation,  then  to  make  such  certificate.  And  in  case  part  do  consent  and 
another  part  dissent,  then  that  they  do  examine  which  is  the  major  part ; 
and  if  the  major  part  agree  to  it,  then  they  are  to  proceed  to  the  taxation 
and  certify  ut  supra.  But  if  the  major  part  do  not  agree,  they  are  to 
certify  the  names  of  those  that  assented  and  those  that  dissented"  It  appears 
that  on  the  "  17th  July  the  guardians  {i.e.,  the  churchwardens)  had  not 
warned  the  minister  to  give  public  notice"  ;  and  further  that  "John  Cha- 
worth, of  Harpenden,  hath  laid  out  the  parcel  of  ground  belonging  to  the 
priest's  house."  * 

We  find  nothing  further  about  this  affair,  and  probably 
John  Starr  won  the  day  about  the  land,  but  had  to  repair  the 
••  priest's  house"  at  his  own  cost.  In  1616-7  Thomas  and 
Timothy  Neale,  of  Harpenden,  are  arraigned  for  not  coming 
to  church.  In  May  1617  Thomas  Kelly  and  his  wife,  of 
Harpenden,  are  presented  "  for  not  receiving  the  Communion/' 

1  NoTember  4th,  1604.  Marriages,  Jo.  clarke,  curate,  baptized.  1616,  Agnes, 
Starr,  curate.  1605-6,  March  23rd,  bap-  daughter  of  John  Starr,  baptized.  (1622, 
turns  by  me  Jo.  Starr,  curate  of  Harpe-      Methuselah  Harris,  son  of  Methuselah 


by  me  Jo.  Starr,  curate  of  Harpe-  Methuselah  Harris,  son  of  Methuselah 

den.    1608,  John,  the  son  of  John  Starre,  Harris,  baptized  August  25th.) 
clarke,  baptized  20th  April.    1610,  Feb-  3  Acta  of  the  Archdeaconry  of  Hunts, 

rnary  4th,  Mary,  daughter  of  John  Starr,  at  Hitchin. 

27 
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The  next  curate  was  Henry  Byrd,  who  first  appears  in  1624. 
But  in  1626  we  meet  with  "  Robert  Kitson/'  curate  both  here 
and  at  Wheathamstead.  Henry  Byrd,  however,  reappears, 
and  signs  the  register  yearly  down  to  1639,  when  he  died1 
In  1632  we  find  in  the  Acta  a  curious  apology  for  one  "Joseph 
Bilton,  of  Harpenden,"  who  had  been  charged  before  the  court. 
"  Joseph  Bilton,  in  regard  of  some  infirmity  in  his  head,  and 
in  that  he  knew  not  the  law,  hath  sat  with  his  hat  on  in  the 
church  at  the  reading  of  the  first  or  second  lesson,  for  which 
he  is  heartily  sorrie."  In  1632,  May  24th,  Marion  Neale,  of 
Harpenden,  is  arraigned  "for  not  receiving  the  Communion"  ; 
likewise  Maria  Smyth,  who  pleads  "that  Thomas  Neale,  her 
master,  would  not  let  her  go  to  Communion."  On  November 
22nd  of  the  same  year  Mr.  Nathaniel  Cotton,  of  Harpenden, 
affirms  before  the  judge  that  my  Lord  Bishop  of  Lincoln  told 
him  that  Mr.  Dr.  Morrison  should  meddle  no  more  in  this 
business  against  him.  The  "business/'  however,  is  not  named- 
On  "  May  25th,  1635,  at  Wheathamstead,  before  Mr.  Stubbing, 
surrogate,  and  W.  Rolfe,  notary  public,  William  Nashe,  of 
Harpenden,  and  others  were  summoned  for  working  at  the 
stocking  of  a  tree  and  peeling  of  bark  upon  Ascension  Day  all 
forenoon.  Also  upon  Easter  Monday  last  past  all  the  forenoon 
in  felling  of  wood.  And  were  sentenced  to  do  penance  in  the 
church." 

But  a  different  regime  was  in  store  for  the  parish;  the 
ecclesiastical  yoke  was  to  be  broken  for  a  season,  and  freedom 
in  Church  and  State  to  be  enjoyed.  The  time  of  the  Com- 
monwealth was  a  time  of  great  privilege  and  prosperity  in 
Harpenden.  Following  Mr.  Byrd,  there  came  to  the  curacy 
a  man  evangelical  in  doctrine  and  Congregational  in  judgment, 
of  holy  life  and  high  culture,  Nathanael  Eeles  by  name.  A 
Hertfordshire  man  by  birth,  and  a  graduate  of  Cambridge,  he 
was  trained  in  theology  in  Holland  by  one  of  the  most  devout 
and  learned  theologians  of  the  evangelical  and  Calvinistdc 
school  that  Holland  has  produced ;  and  there  he  was  ordained, 
not  episcopally,  but  as  a  presbyter  by  his  fellow  presbyters ; 

»  "  1631,  February  25th.    Charles,  eon  March   29th,   Nicholas    Kilby,   clarke, 

of  Henry  Byrde,  clerke,  and  Abigail  his  buried*)     1639-40,   March    2nd,    Henry 

wife  baptized.  1036,  October  14th.  Abi-  Byrde,  clarke,  curate  of  Harpenden,  was 

gail,  daughter  of  Henry  B^rde,  clerke,  buried.    Nicholas   Neale,   John    Howe, 

and  Abigail  his  wife  baptized.    (1633,  churchwardens.'1 
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and  he  came  to  Harpenden  chosen  by  the  free  voice  of  the 
congregation.  "Mr.  Nathanael  Eeles,"  says  CaJamy,  "was  born 
at  Aldenham,  in  this  county,  in  1617,  of  good  parentage. 
Having  made  a  good  proficiency  at  school,  he  went  to  Emanuel 
College  in  Cambridge,  where  he  prosecuted  his  studies  till  he 
was  senior  Batchelor,  and  then  in  order  to  his  greater  improve- 
ment he  crossed  the  seas,  and  studied  two  years  at  Utrecht, 
under  the  celebrated  Gisbert  Voet;1  and  being  judged  com- 
petently qualified  for  the  ministry,  was  there  ordained  a 
Presbyter,  and  then  came  into  England,  and  preached  at 
Caddington,  in  the  county  of  Bedford ;  and  in  the  year  1643 
was  called  by  the  people  at  Harpenden  (alias  Harden),  in 
Hertfordshire,  to  be  their  pastor.  There  he  continued  preaching 
with  great  satisfaction  and  good  success  till  1661,  when  he 
was  ejected  by  the  succeeding  incumbent,  Dr.  Killigrew.  Har- 
penden being  a  Chapel  of  Ease  to  Wheathamstead,  and  both 
belonging  to  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Westminster,  and  being 
a  sequestered  place,  it  was  restored  to  the  Dean  before  the  Act 
of  Uniformity  gave  a  general  silence  to  the  Nonconformists. 
When  that  Act  took  place  Nathanael  Eeles  had  a  wife  and 
seven  children.  When  the  Corporation  Act  had  passed,  he 
left  his  family  and  lived  some  time  at  Bovingdon.  Before 
and  after  which,  as  he  had  opportunity,  he  preached  in  private, 
sometimes  at  his  own  house  and  sometimes  at  St.  Albans,  and 
other  places,  till  King  Charles's  Declaration  for  Liberty  of 
Conscience  in  1672,  when  he  took  a  licence  for  his  own  house 
at  Harpenden,  where  he  preached  gratis  to  all  comers.  When 
the  licences  were  recalled,  he  continued  to  expose  his  house 
and  person  to  the  fines  and  penalties  that  were  then  recover- 
able of  him,  and  still  carried  on  a  constant  course  of  Church 
ministrations  till  his  last  sickness ;  and  Providence  so  ordered 

1  Gysbert  Voetns  was  born  March  8rd,  nem  librorwn,  a  gormandizer  of  books. 

1588.  at  Heusden,  in  Holland,  and  studied  His  character  was  most  lovable,  and  he 

theology  at  Leyden.  He  was  early  noted  used  bjr  word  and  example  to  encourage 

for  his  advocacy  of  the  Calvinistic  doc-  his  pupils  to  cultivate  the  exercitia  pietatis 

trine  of  election,  and  also  for  his  holy  and  the  spiritual  life.    He  was  beloved 

walk  and  his  fondness  for  the  De  imita-  by  great  and  small  among  the  townsfolk, 

tiome  of  Thomas  a  Kempis.    When  pro-  and  the  street  where  he  lived  still  bears 

feasor  of  theology  at  Utrecht  his  piety  his  name.    He  died  November  1st,  1676. 

and  learning  drew  many  pupils  far  and  BeeHerzog,  Recd-Encyclopadie.  s.v.  This 

near.    He  might  be  found  in  his  study  was  the  tutor  under  whom  Nathanael 

at  four  every  morning  surrounded  by  Eeles  was  for  two  years  trained. 
his  books ;  indeed,  he  was  called  helluo- 
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it  that  he  never  was  disturbed,  though  often  threatened.  He 
had  little  trouble,  except  what  was  given  him  by  citations 
from  the  spiritual  courts.  Having  a  call  from  the  people  of 
Coddicoat,  he  preached  there  every  other  Lord's  Day  twice, 
still  providing  a  supply  (Mr.  Robert  Tory  for  the  most  part) 
for  his  own  people  at  Harpenden,  without  any  charge  to  them. 
He  was  a  man  of  considerable  parts,  great  prudence,  good 
judgment,  admirable  temper,  and  a  candid  disposition ;  much 
respected  and  beloved  by  persons  of  all  ranks,  having  a  good 
mien  and  a  grave  presence.  He  was  an  excellent  text-man, 
and  well  acquainted  with  the  Scriptures,  strict  in  the  observa- 
tion of  the  Lord's  Day,  both  for  himself  and  family;  very 
tender  of  offending  any,  and  one  that  had  a  good  report  of  alL 
No  occasion  could  be  found  against  him  even  by  his  worst 
enemies,  except  in  the  matter  of  his  Nonconformity,  concerning 
which,  being  inquired  of  by  Mr.  Tory  when  he  was  very  near 
his  end  what  he  thought  of  it,  and  whether  he  apprehended 
it  worth  while  for  a  man  to  venture  his  estate,  liberty,  and 
good  name  for  it,  he  answered  with  a  voice  and  earnestness 
beyond  his  strength,  that  he  would  not  be  without  the  comfort 
of  it  for  ten  thousand  worlds.  He  was  afflicted  several  years 
with  a  sciatica  and  other  bodily  infirmities,  and  though  his 
pains  were  often  great,  was  never  heard  to -speak  a  hard  word 
of  God ;  but  always  justified  Him  and  begged  patience  under, 
rather  than  deliverance  from  his  afflictions.  His  weakness 
was  such,  by  reason  of  these  disorders,  that  for  some  time  he 
was  forced  to  preach  sitting,  which  he  continued  to  do  till 
about  a  fortnight  before  his  death.  He  entered  into  his  rest 
December  18th,  1678,  leaving  behind  him  a  wife  and  ten 
children."1 

1  Calamy, Account,  ete.,  pp.  367-8.    We  We  then  find:  "June  6th,  1651,  Mrs. 

find  the  following  notices  of  him  and  his  Jane  Eeles,  late  wife  of  Mister  Nathanael 

family  in  the  Harpenden  registers  : —  Eeles,    minister   of   God's    word,    was 

"  Baptisms  :— 1645,   December    17th,  buried." 

William,  the  son  of  Mr.  William  Eeles."  "  January  21st,  1657,  Jane  Eeles,  the 

"  1646-7,  March  17th,  Jane,  the  daughter  daughter  of  Mr.  Nathanael  Eeles,  minis- 

of  Nathanael  and  Jane  Eeles."  ter  of  God's  Word,  was  buried." 

"  1648,  April  25th,  Nathanael,  the  son  He  married  a  second  time,  as  the  fol- 

of  Nathanael  and  Jane  Eeles."  lowing  extracts  show  :— 

"1649,  April  30th,  Nathanael,  the  sonn*  "1664,  July  24th,  Isaac,  the  son  of 

of  William  Eeles  and  Anne  his  wife."  Nathanael  Eeles  and  Sarah  his  wife,  was 

"1649,  May  3rd,  John,  the    son    of  baptized." 

Nathanael  Eeles  and  Jane  his  wife."  "  1657,  March  15th,  Sarah,  the  daughter 
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He  was  buried,  as  we  have  already  seen,  in  the  churchyard 
of  Flamstead  parish 

Nathanael  Eeles  was  ejected  at  Harpenden  to  make  way  for 
Dr.  Henry  Killigrew,  who  was  given  this  living  together 
with  that  of  Wheathamstead.  He  was  the  fifth  and  youngest 
son  of  Sir  Robert  Killigrew,  and  born  at  Hanworth,  near 
Hampton  Court,  Middlesex,  February  11th,  1612.  He  became 
a  commoner  of  Christchurch,  Oxford,  in  1628.  In  November, 
1642,  he  was  made  Doctor  of  Divinity,  Chaplain  to  the  Duke 
of  York,  and  Prebendary  of  Westminster.  He  published  a 
tragedy  called  The  Ccmspiracy,  and  some  volumes  of  sermons. 
In  1661  he  was  given  the  living  of  Wheathamstead.  He  had 
-a  daughter  named  Anne,  "a  grace  for  beauty,  and  a  muse  for 
wit."1 

In  the  Lambeth  records  there  exists  a  deed  dated  December 
17th,  1656,  for  the  separation  of  the  two  parishes  of  Harpenden 
and  Wheathamstead,  in  accordance  with  the  petition  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Harpenden.    It  is  as  follows : — 

"  By  the  Trustees  for  the  better  maintenance  and  encouragement  of 

Preaching  Ministers  and  for  uniting  of  Parishes.    Whereas  the  Rectory 

of  Nathanael  Eeles,  minister  of  God's  the  presence  of  Nathan  Cotton,  gentle- 
Word,  and  of  Sarah  his  wife,  was  born,  man,  Jonas  Cotton,  gentleman,  Nathan- 
and  was  baptized  the  2nd  April,  1658."  iell  Eeles,  clerk,  and  Godman  Jenkyn." 
"  1660,  June  8th,  Joseph,  the  son  of  "  Robert  Jenkyn,  gentleman,  and  Rose 
Nathanael  Eeles,  minister  of  God's  Word,  Kentish  his  wife  married  by  Alban  Cox, 
and  Sarah  his  wife,  was  born  22nd  May,  Esq.,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  county 


1660,  and  baptized  the  8th  June."  of  Hertford,  in  the  presence  of  Godman 

"1662,  May  29th,  Benjamin,  the  son  Jenkyn,    gentleman,    Nathan    Cotton, 

of  Nathanael  Eeles,  minister  of  God's  gentleman,    Nathaniell    Eeles,    clerke. 

Word,  and  Sarah  his  wife,  was  baptized."  William  Cotton,  gentleman ;  and  divers 

"  1664,  May  16th,  Rebecca,  the  daughter  others  were  then  also  present  in  the 

of  Nathanael  Eeles,  minister  of  God's  parish  church  of  Harpenden  aforesaid. 

Word,  and  Sarah  his  wife,  was  baptized."  Alban  Cox.'1    "  September    27th  1657. 

"  1665-6,  January  80th,  Jeremiah,  the  Mr.  Francis   King,   of   Hemstea.   and 

son  of  Nathanael  Eeles,  minister  of  God's  Mrs.    Sarah  Cotton,  of   the   parish  of 

Word,  and  Sarah  his  wife,  was  baptized."  Harpenden,  both  in  the  county  of  Hert- 

"1667-8,    January    10th,    Mary,    the  ford,  were  published  in  the  church  of 

-daughter  of  Nathanael  Eeles,  minister  Harpenden  three  several  Lord's  Days, 

of  God's  Word,  and  Sarah  his  wife,  was  September  27th,  October  4th  and  11th 

baptized. n  published  by  me,  John  Squire.  Regis- 

"1671,  October  12th,  Daniel,  the  son  trar."  "  April  22nd,  1658.  JohnCheworth 

of  Nathanael  Eeles,  minister  of  God's  and  Elizabeth  Threddar  his  wife  were 

Word,  and  Sarah  his  wife,  was  baptized."  published  in   the  marketplace   at   St. 

1  Wood's  Ath..  I  1035.    The  following  Albans  the  21st,  28th  of  November,  and 

extracts  from  the  Harpenden  Register  ye  fifth  of  December  in  ye  year  1657, 

illustrate  the  method  of  celebrating  mar-  and  were  married  before  Mr.  Nathaniell 

riages  during  the  Protectorate  : —  Eeles,  minister  of  the  Gospel  in  ye  parish 

4  July   7th,  1655.     Jonas   Bray  and  of  Harpenden,  in  ye  county  of  Hertford, 

Mary   Willshire   married   before   John  the  day  and  year  above  written  in  the 

King,  Esq.,  Justice  of  the  Peace.  Signed  presence   of   these    witnesses,  Edward 

John  King."    "March  21  st,  1654.    Wil-  Threddar  and  Joseph  Cheworth,  with 

liam  Cotton  and  Elizabeth  Jenkins,  in  divers  others  then  present." 
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of  Wheathamstead,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  with  the  Chappell  of 
Harpenden  thereto  belonging,  is  of  large  extent,  the  profitts  of  the  said 
Rectory  ariseing  within  the  precincts  of  the  fields  and  territories  of  Wheat- 
hamsted  aforesaid  being  of  the  yearly  value  of  £150,  and  the  profitte  of 
the  said  Rectory  arising  within  the  fields  and  territories  and  precincts  of 
the  said  Chappelrie  and  Hamlett  of  Harpenden  being  of  the  yearly  value 
of  £160 ;  And  whereas  the  sayd  Chappelrie  and  Hamlett  of  Harpenden 
hath  bin  lymitted  by  antient  and  known  bounds  by  itself,  having  church- 
wardens overseers  for  the  poor,  and  Constables  chosen  within  themselves  -r 
And  in  regard  of  the  distance  of  the  sayd  Chappellrie  from  the  said  parish 
Church  of  Wheathamsted,  the  inhabitants  thereof  cannot  with  convenience 
from  time  to  time  resort  to  the  sayd  parish  church,  many  places  of  the 
said  Chappelrie  or  Hamlett  being  above  four  miles  distant  from  the  sayd 
parish  church,  as  by  a  survey  of  the  sayd  parish  and  Chappelrie  taken  by 
vertue  of  a  commission  under  the  great  seal  of  England  .  .  .  appeareth. 
Now  upon  consideration  had  of  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Harpen- 
den aforesayd  for  the  dividing  of  the  sayd  Chappelrie  and  making  it  a 
distinct  parish  of  itself e,  and  of  the  survey  taken  as  aforesayd,  and  upon 
full  hearing  as  well  of  the  petitioners  and  of  Mr.  Thomas  Thornton. 
Incumbent  of  the  sayd  Rectorie,  as  of  the  Parishioners  of  Wheathamstead 
aforesayd  against  the  sayd  division,  We  do  adjudge  it  fitt  and  accordingly 
order  by  consent  of  the  sayd  Mr.  Thornton  and  by  and  with  the  approba- 
tion of  his  Highnesse  the  Lord  Protector  and  the  Councell  to  us  signified 
by  their  order  bearing  date  the  4th  day  of  September,  1656,  that  the  said 
Chappell  and  Hamlett  of  Harpenden  and  all  messuages,  lands,  tenements, 
and  hereditaments  within  the  sayd  Chappelrie  and  Hamlett,  and  the  pre- 
cincts and  lymitts  thereof  be  and  stand  severed  an4  divided  from  the  sayd 
parish  of  Wheathamsted,  and  that  the  same  be  from  henceforth  deemed 
adjudged  and  taken  to  be  a  distinct  parish  of  itselfe.  And  that  from  time 
to  time  so  oft  as  the  sayd  Rectorie  and  Church  of  Harpenden  aforesayd 
shall  become  voyd  and  destitute  of  a  Minister,  the  patron  of  the  Rectorit 
of  Wheathamsted  shall  present  unto  the  Church  of  Harpenden  one  Parson 
in  and  upon  whom  the  right  of  all  proffitts  and  emoluments  whatsoever 
within  the  precincts  and  fields  of  the  sayd  parish  of  Harpenden  (which  to 
the  Parson  of  Wheathamsted  aforesayd  doe  belong)  shall  be  annexed, 
settled,  and  vested  by  vertue  of  these  presents,  save  only,  and  we  order 
for  the  sayd  Mr.  Thornton  only,  and  to  no  other  succeeding  parson  of 
Wheathamsted,  the  one-half  part  of  all  tythes  from  time  to  time  growing 
in  and  upon  the  farms,  lands,  and  tenements  situate  in  Harpenden  afore- 
sayd hereafter  following ;  that  is  to  say  upon  the  demesne  lands  of  Sir 
John  Wittewronge,  Kt.,  belonging  to  his  manor  of  Rothamsted,  and  now 
being  in  his  owne  tenure  and  occupation.  And  also  in  and  upon  the 
lands  of  Mr.  Godman  Jenkyn  belonging  to  Bowershall  and  Cooters,  and 
farmes  now  being  in  his  owne  occupation.  And  also  upon  the  lands  of 
Mr.  Nathan  Cotton  belonging  to  or  called  Turner's  Hall  now  in  the  tenure 
of  the  sayd  Nathan  Cotton.     And  also  upon  the  lands  of  Mr.  Edmond 
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Neale  belonging  to  or  called  Hammillfl,  and  now  in  the  occupation  of  the 
sayd  Edmond.  And  also  upon  the  lands  of  Sir  John  Wittewronge,  Kt., 
Mr.  Nathaniel  Coles,  and  the  widow  Lawrence,  lying  at  Top  Street,  and 
now  or  lately  in  the  tenure  of  Assahel  Catlin.  And  also  upon  the  lands 
of  Sir  John  Wittewronge  lying  at  Top  Street  af oresayd,  and  now  in  the 
occupation  of  Edward  Fogward.  And  also  in  and  upon  the  lands  of 
William  Cutt,  now  in  the  tenure  of  him  the  said  William.  And  also  of, 
in  and  upon  the  lands  of  Thomas  Torberidge,  belonging  to  or  called  by 
the  name  of  Fawbriers,  now  in  the  occupation  of  Susan  Salmon.  And 
also  upon  the  lands  of  Sir  John  Wittewronge,  Kt.,  lying  at  Hatching 
greene,  and  now  in  the  occupation  of  the  widow  Harding.  And  also  upon 
the  lands  of  Mr.  James  Pudston  lyeing  at  Top  Street,  and  now  in  the 
tenure  and  occupation  of  Edward  Porter ;  all  which  sayd  lands  are  by 
estimation  1660  acres  or  thereabouts  ;  To  have  and  to  hold  the  same  unto 
the  said  Mr.  Thornton  and  his  Assignes  for  and  during  so  long  time  as  he 
shall  continue,  remain,  and  be  Incumbent  of  the  sayd  Rectorie  of  Wheat- 
hamsted.  And  from  and  after  the  death,  resignation,  or  removall  of  the 
sayd  Mr.  Thornton,  the  said  halfe  part  of  the  tythes  and  of  all  other  the 
tythes  and  promts  ariseing,  groweing,  and  renewing  within  the  parish  of 
Harpenden  shall  be  held  and  enioyed  by  the  Pastor  of  the  sayd  Rectorie 
and  Church  of  Harpenden  for  the  time  being  according  to  the  aforesayd 
settlement. " 

This  was  one  of  many  wise  arrangements  justly  and  legally 
made,  and  calculated  to  do  much  good  for  the  people,  which 
was  set  at  nought  upon  the  restoration  of  Charles  II. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  ministers  here,  1576 — 1662 : — 

1576.  Marcus  Stubbing.  (1626.  Robert  Kitson,  curate.) 

1604.  John  Starr.  '    1639.  Nathanael  Eeles. 

1624.  Henry  Byrd.  1662.  Henry  Killigrew. 

After  his  ejectment,  as  Calamy  tells  us,  Nathanael  Eeles 
lived  and  laboured  among  his  own  people  at  Harpenden, 
preaching  in  private  in  his  own  house  or  at  St.  Albans,  save 
when  the  Five  Mile  Act  obliged  him  to  leave  his  family  and 
remove  to  Bovingdon,  where  he  would  be  in  the  company  of 
Dr.  Staunton.  But  upon  the  Declaration  of  Indulgence  (in- 
tended really  to  benefit  the  Romanists,  not  the  Protestant 
Nonconformists),  he  in  common  with  many  more  availed 
himself  of  the  liberty ;  and  in  the  Order  Book  of  Licences  we 
find  the  following : — 

"  Like  for  the  house  of  Nathanael  Eele.8  at  Harpenden,  in  the  county  of 
Hertford." 

»  Lambeth  MSS.,  990.  fol.  81. 
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"  Licence  to  Nathanael  Eeles  to  be  a  Congregational  Teacher  in  his  haute 
at  Harpenden,  in  the  county  of  Hertford" l 

These  licences  were  cancelled  the  following  year,  the  king 
to  gain  money  from  his  Parliament  breaking  the  seal  of  his 
Declaration  with  his  own  hand ;  *  but  Mr.  Eeles,  at  the  risk 
of  fines  and  penalties,  carried  on  his  services,  preaching  at 
Harpenden  and  Codicote  on  alternate  Sundays,  till  his  death 
in  1678. 

In  the  course  of  another  ten  years  the  Toleration  Act  was 
passed,  and  the  following  are  the  places  registered  under  it  by 
the  Dissenters : — 

1.  "  We,  whose  names  are  underwritten,  being  Protestant  Dissenters 
from  the  Church  of  England,  do  hereby  certifie  that  the  house  of  Wm. 
Kilby,  in  the  parish  of  Harpenden,  is  appointed  for  a  place  of  religious 
worship,  and  we  do  desire  that  the  same  may  be  registered  and  a  certificate 
thereof  given,  according  to  a  late  Act  of  Parliament  to  the  purpose.  Dated 
22nd  May,  171 1,  Joseph  Garnett,  Rich.  Bigg,  Martha  Garnet,  Wm.  Garnet. " 

2.  "  The  dwelling-house  of  John  Gooding,  known  by  the  name  of  Cold 
Harbour,  situate  in  the  parish  of  Harpenden,  is  a  house  appointed  for  the 
public  worship  of  God  by  the  people  known  by  the  name  of  Anabaptiats, 
etc.  Witness  our  hands,  November  13th,  1713,  Hugh  Smith,  James 
Marshall,  Wm.  Browne,  Wm.  Brookes,  Jno.  Hobbs,  Jno.  Bocket" 

3.  "  These  are  to  certify  that  the  dwelling-house  of  Jeremiah  Downes, 
in  the  parish  of  Harpenden,  is  appointed  as  a  public  meeting-house  for 
the  worship  of  God.  Hugh  Smith,  Jno.  Rawlins,  Wm.  Garnet.  Reg11. 
8th  September,  1723." 

4.  "  To  whom  it  may  concern.  These  are  to  certify  that  we,  whose 
names  are  underwritten  and  others,  his  Majesty's  Protestant  subjects, 
intend  to  use  the  dwelling-house  and  barn  of  Thos.  Tomalin,  in  the 
parish  of  Harpenden,  blacksmith,  for  the  worship  of  Almighty  God,  and 
humbly  request  that  the  same  may  be  registered  according  to  the  Statute 
in  that  behalf  provided.  Robt.  Tomalin,  Wm.  Jenkins,  SamL  Copleston, 
September  6th,  1790  "  (probably  Methodists). 

5.  "  This  is  to  certify  .  .  .  that  my  house,  in  the  parish  of  Harpenden, 
is  set  apart  as  a  place  of  religious  worship  of  Almighty  God  for  divers  of 
his  Majesty's  Protestant  subjects,  commonly  called  Methodists,  April  1st, 
1792.     Witness,  Thos.  Robinson,  Wm.  South,  Chas.  Evans,  Jas.  Norris." 

>  Record  Office   Preaching  Licences,  record :  "  The  said  Peter  Keohoe  did  sub- 

Domettic  Entry  Book,  No.  88.  p.  189.  scribe  to  the  Articles  aforesaid,  and  also 

*  Neal's  History  of  the  Puritans,  iv.  made  and  subscribed   the  Declaration 

41 9.  against  Transubstantiation,  and  took  the 

9  One  Peter  Keohoe,  who  appears  as  oaths  of  allegiance  and  supremacy  the 

schoolmaster  at  Harpenden  in  1772,  sub-  12th  November,  1772,  before  me,  J.  P. 

scribes  certain  Articles,  approving  of  the  Morgan,  Surrogate."    He  was  of  course 

Book  of  Common  Prayer,  the  Thirty-nine  a  Conformist. 
Articles,  and  other  things,  and  this  is  the 
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6.  "  We  .  .  .  certify  that  we  have  appropriated  and  set  apart  a  certain 
house  or  chapel  now  in  the  occupation  of  Susan  Tomlin,  situate  at 
Harpenden,  as  a  place  of  religious  worship  for  a  certain  congregation  of 
Protestant  Dissenters  from  the  Church  of  England,  under  the  denomina- 
tion of  Independents ;  and  we  do  hereby  desire  that  the  same  may  be 
registered  pursuant,  etc.  Witness  our  hands  this  31st  December,  1801, 
Susan  Tomlin,  owner  of  the  chapel,  Mary  Humphry,  John  Humphry, 
John  Downs,  Mary  White,  Mary  Hatton,  Wm.  Luck,  Mary  Davison. 
Reg*.  4th  March,  1802,  W.  W." 

7.  "  We  .  .  .  certify  that  a  certain  building,  known  by  the  name  of 
a  Chapel,  in  the  possession  of  John  Humphry,  situate  in  the  parish  of 
Harpenden,  is  set  apart  and  intended  to  be  used  as  a  place  of  religious 
worship  for  his  Majesty's  Protestant  subjects  dissenting  from  the  Church 
of  England,  etc.  Dated  June  20th,  1803,  Mary  Kilbey,  John  Humphry, 
Jas.  Ellis,  Wm.  Coles,  Mary  Humphry,  John  Downes,  Sarah  Downes, 
Elizabeth  Kilbey." 

8.  "  Harpenden.  The  house  of  Wm.  Vigis,  for  Protestant  Dissenters, 
12th  January,  1819.     Certified  by  Wm.  Vigis. " 

9.  "  Harpenden.  The  house  of  the  Rev.  Maurice  Phillips,  for  Protestant 
Dissenters,  17th  May,  1819,  M.  Phillips,  6.  Brown,  Jos.  Newsom." 

10  ''Harpenden  House  of  Matthew  Luck,  at  Kingsbourne  Green,  for 
Protestants,  March  17th,  1820.  Wm.  Towers,  Wm.  Henson,  M.  Luck, 
Joseph  Smith  " "  (Methodists). 

A  new  Independent  Chapel  to  seat  three  hundred  was 
opened  here  July  14th,  1840.  The  former  place  of  worship 
was  standing,  but  being  private  property  the  occupation  of  it 
by  the  congregation  depended  on  the  views  of  the  tenant. 
In  the  cost  (£474)  they  were  assisted  by  the  Rev.  W.  B. 
Leach,  of  London,  and  his  people.  H.  Davis  was  then  the 
minister.3    W.  G.  Tarbolton  is  now  the  pastor. 


HEMEL  HEM8TED* 
Acres,  6,677  ;  pop.,  9,064 ;  value,  £600. 

Richard  Field,  author  of  The  Book  of  the  Church,  was  bom 
in  this  parish  October  15th,  1561.     "  He  was,  in  his  time/'  says 

1  All  the  above  are  copied  from  the  is  absent  from  Berkhamstead,  Wheat- 

Meetiag  House  Books,  Archd.  of  Hants.  hamstead,  Rothamstead.   Channcy  (1700) 

*  Congl.  Mag.,  1840,  p.  678.  and  Salmon  (1728)  h&veHemsttd;  Clutter- 

'  The  name  Hemel  Hemtted,  like  most  buck   (1827)   Hemel  Hempsted,  and  Mr. 

other  names,  has  been  variously  spelt  Cussans  the  still  longer  Hemel  Hempstead. 

In  Domesday  Book  it  is  Hamel-amestede  The  woodcut  which  heads  this  Hundred, 

and  Hen-amsteda.    In  the  Gesta  Abbairim  and  the  five  which  follow,  have  been 

8.  Atbani  (Riley's  ed.,  ii.  222)  it  is  Hemel-  purchased  from  the   publishers  of  Mr. 

kawutede.    Hemsted  often  occurs;  but  a  Cussans's  History, and  with  his  consent. 
_p  sometimes  creeps  in,  which,  however, 
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Wood,1  aa  principal  maintainor  of  Protestancy,  a  powerful 
preacher,  an  exact  disputant,  and  so  admirably  well-knowing  in 
the  controversies  between  the  Protestants  and  the  Papists,  that 
few  or  none  went  beyond  him  in  his  time."  Sir  H.  Nevill, 
when  he  first  heard  him  preach,  said,  "  This  is  a  field  for  God  to 
dwell  in";  and  Fuller  styles  him  "that  learned  divine  whose 
memory  smelleth  like  afield  the  Lord  hath  blessed."2  William 
Heme,  an  eminent  Puritan,  was  minister  of  Hemel  Hemsted 
for  some  years,  from  1573 — 1580.  Strype  names  him  side  by 
side  with  Crowley,  "  a  man  of  note  among  the  Dissenters,  and 
Field,  and  Ghark  in  1582,  very  diligent  in  visiting  and  dis- 
puting with  certain  priests  in  the  Tower/'3  At  the  end 
of  a  long  document  by  the  Hertfordshire  ministers  in  1574, 
laying  down  minute  rules  for  the  conduct  of  fortnightly 
exercises  in  the  county,4  "  Mr.  Heme,  of  Hemsted,1'  is  named 
side  by  side  with  "  Mr.  Mountford  of  Tuynge,  Mr.  Hammon 
of  Leachwould,  and  Mr.  Potkin  of  Lilley,"  as  chief  modera- 
tors appointed  by  the  Bishop  (Cooper)  to  preside  at  these 
Exercises.  His  signature  occurs  in  the  parish  register  ap- 
pended to  a  baptismal  certificate  of  some  length  on  December 
19th,  1573.* 

Richard  Gawton,  a  still  more  eminent  Puritan,  succeeded 
William  Heme,  chiefly  through  the  influence,  probably,  of 
Lady  Bacon,  about  the  year  1582.  We  have  already  given 
some  account  of  l)im  in  connection  with  Redburn.  After  his 
suspension  by  the  Bishop  of  Norwich,  he  went  to  Bury  St. 
Edmunds,  and  "was  preacher  there  in  1581." G  But  as  we 
find  him  at  Hemel  Hemsted  the  next  year  he  could  not  long 
have  been   at  Bury.      Residing  at  Hemsted  he  was  near 

»  Athena:  Oxonienses,  fol.  ed.  I.  410.  in  the  matter  and  fear  of  the  Lord,  bat 

3  Holy  War,  lib.  4,  cap.  5.  also  at  all  times  hereafter  to  discharge 
'  Life  of  Parker,  i.  430.                               the  said  parish  of  it.     Witnesses  hereof, 

4  Lansdowne  MSS.,  xix.,  No.  24 ;  William  Heme,  viccar,  Thomaa  Howe 
Strype's  Annals,  II.,  i.  478,  sqq.  and    John    Hog,    churchwardens,    and 

5  '*  December  1578,  the  19th  day.  Bap-  also  Hichard  Mason.*1  Previous  to  Mr. 
tized  Daniel,  the  son  of  Thomas  Billing-  Heme  we  find  the  entry  of  the  burial  of 
ham,  late  of  Battersea,  in  Surrey,  and  "James  Wilson,  vicar  of  Hemsted,  on 
Mary  Baldwin,  of  Lampeter,  in  Surrey,  February  8th,  1664."  And  afterwards 
at  which  day  William  Nichclls,  of  Hoi-  the  baptism  of  "  William,  son  of  Mr. 
form,  in  Middlesex,  and  William  Pirton,  Heme,  November,  1584." 

of  Dramford,  in  Middlesex,  did  not  only  e  Brook's  Lives  of  the  Puritans,  iu  246  ; 

undertake  before  the  congregation   in  Browne's  History  of  Congregationalism 

Hemel  Hemsted  for  the  bringing  up  of  in  Suffolk,  p.  892. 
the  said  child,  not  begotten  in  matrimony, 
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neighbour  to  Thomas  Wilcocks,  of  Bovingdon,1  and  to  William 
Dyke,  of  St.  Michael's,  and  he  was  one  of  those  who  experienced 
the  protection  and  patronage  of  the  Lady  Bacon.  He  was  here 
from  1582  till  1594,  and  had  as  his  assistant  for  three  years 
William  Dyke,  of  St.  Albans,  who  succeeded  him.2  He  was 
afterwards  at  Eedburn. 

William  Dyke  was  here  as  vicar  from  1595  to  1604,  and 
we  find  the  following  baptisms  of  his  children  in  the  Hemel 
Hemsted  registers : — "  Nathanaell,  son  of  Mr.  William  Dyke, 
March  22nd,  1594-5.  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Mr.  William  Dyke, 
April  4th,  1596.  Solomon,  the  son  of  Mr.  William  Dyke,  October 
21st,  1599.  Joseph,  son  of  Mr.  Dyke,  June  8th,  1601."  In 
1603  there  is  a  change  in  the  handwriting,  and  in  1605- 
Thomas  Taylor  became  vicar,  and  was  here  upwards  of  twenty 
years,  till  his  death  in  1628.  The  Acta  of  the  Archdeaconry 
contain  a  few  notes  relating  to  his  time.  "  1610,  April  28th. 
I,  Christopher  Besouth,  of  Hemel  Hemsted,  do  willingly  and 
ex  anvmo  subscribe  to  the  three  Articles  mentioned  in  the 
thirty-sixth  canon  ";  and  on  December  15th  of  the  same  year, 
"I,  Thomas  Taylor,  do  willingly  subscribe,"  etc.  About  the 
same  time,  "May  23rd,  Michael  Humphry,  of  Felden,  in 
Hemel  Hemsted,  was  presented  for  not  receiving  the  Com- 
munion." "October  27th.  We  present  Robert  Coleman  for 
his  irreverent  sitting  in  the  church  with  his  hat  on  at  the 
Gloria  Patri.  He  alleged  that  he  put  it  on  by  reason  that  it 
raineth  upon  him  as  he  sitteth  in  his  seat.  Dismissed  with 
pious  admonition.'1  "  Ralph  South,  of  Oreendale,  for  absenting 
himself  from  the  church  three  months."  "  Against  the  Guar- 
dians of  Hemel  Hemsted  that  it  raineth  into  their  church, 
specially  into  R.  Coleman's  seat."  "  December  8th.  Mr.  Taylor, 
the  vicar,  is  to  repair  the  chancel."  u  1611,  22nd  May.  James 
Pratt,  of  Hemel  Hemsted,  arraigned  that  he  wrought  at  his 
trade,  being  a  bricklayer,  on  the  feast  of  St.  Matthew."  In 
1627  Thomas  Taylor,  vicar,  certifies  "  that  we  have  no  Popish 
recusants  in  our  parish."  And  in  1628  occurs  the  register  of 
his  burial,  "  Buried,  November  9th,  Mr.  Thomas  Taylor,  vicar."3 

1  In  16**2  we  find  the  baptism  in  Hem-  *  Sec  p.  116  of  this  work. 

sted  church  of  "  Dorcas,   daughter   of  *  He  signs  frequently  at  the  foot  of  the 

Thomas  Willcock,  minister."  In  1585  of  page,  and  the  births  and  baptisms  of  his 

**  James,  son  of  Mr.  Rogers,  minister  at  children  are  carefully  inserted,  the  hour  an 

St.  Sepulchre's,  London."  well  as  day  of  birth  being  given,  thus : — 
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He  was  succeeded  by  John  Taylor,  who  was  immediately 
instituted  in  his  stead,  18th  November,  1628,  who  cannot  have 
been  the  son  John  baptized  November  3rd,  1615.  We  find 
also  a  Timothy  Taylor,  B.A.,  willingly  subscribing  the  three 
Articles,  and  licensed  to  Hemel  Hemsted  in  1632,  perhaps  as 
a  curate,  and  possibly  the  Timothy,  Thos.  Taylor's  son,  baptized 
in  1613.  The  Acta  here  also  contain  some  carious  entries. 
4t  1632,  October  11th,  John  Field,  on  St.  Matthias's  Day,  caused 
three  loads  of  apple  trees  for  a  new  orchard  to  be  carried  to 
his  house.  He  hath  ploughed  up  the  church  path  in  two 
closes  leading  between  Locust  and  Berry  Mill."  Again,  "  7th 
December,  1634,  Ephraim  Beaouth  was  charged  with  profaning 
the  Lord's  Day  in  killing  of  a  bullock  or  other  cattle,  being  a 
butcher.  He  confessed  that  he  did  kill  a  bullock  after  evening 
prayer,  but  that  it  was  done  of  necessity;  for  having  two 
bullocks,  one  had  almost  killed  the  other  with  goaring." 
Again, "  Robert  Gosby,  of  Hemel  Hemsted,  was  charged  because 
Mary  Chancellor,  his  servant,  daughter  of  Chancellor  of  Stud- 
ham,  tailor,  about  thirteen  years  of  age,  was  nowhere  yet 
baptized,  nor  came  to  church.  Gosby  said,  when  he  under- 
stood she  was  not  baptized  he  acquainted  her  father,  that  he 
himself  desired  she  might  be,  and  Mr.  Taylor,  his  minister,  was 
willing  to  administer  baptism  unto  her.  But  Edw.  Chancellor, 
her  father,  was  unwilling ;  thereupon  the  said  Gosbie  turned 
her  away."  Timothy  Taylor,  the  curate,  was  charged  in 
January  1634  with  quarrelling  with  one  Thomas  Walker,  the 
younger,  in  the  parish  church,  and  injuring  him.  In  1637 
Henry  King  appears  as  curate,  and  in  1640  John  Brayne. 
But  John  Taylor  continued  here  as  vicar  until  the  sequestra- 
tion of  the  living.  His  influence  and  example  in  the  parish 
were  anything  but  good,  and  the  seeds  of  Nonconformity  sown 
by  Richard  Gawton  and  Wm.  Dyke  had  sprung  up  and  grown, 
and  were  strengthened  by  the  behaviour  of  the  State-appointed 
vicar.  Outbreaks  of  a  rough  kind  proved  the  growing  impa- 
tience of  the  people,  and  soldiers  and  militia  men  broke  down 

"1610,  December  20th.  Marie,  daugh-  "1615,  November  3rd.  John,  son  of 

ter  of  Mr.  Thomas  Taylor,  minister."  Mr.  Thomas  Taylor,  vicar,  born  October 

"1613,  March  25th,  Timothy,  the  son  31st,   between  seven  and  eight  in  the 

of  Mr.  Thomas  Taylor,  vicar,  born  the  evening."  1618,  April  26th,  James ;  1624, 

25th,  about  eleven  of  the  clock  in  the  March  17th,  Thomas;  1627,  William, 
night  1612." 
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the  communion  rails  in  this  and  many  other  churches.1  Accord- 
ing to  Walkers  statement,  John  Taylor  was  turned  out  of  the 
living  of  Hemel  Hemsted  about  March  1642  by  the  House,  who 
at  the  same  time  appointed  George  Kendall  to  succeed  him.* 
He  was  also  sent  for  as  a  delinquent  The  following  extracts 
show  how  matters  stood : — 

"6th  June,  1642.  Upon  the  humble  petition  of  the  Parishioners  of 
Hemel  Hemsted,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  this  day  read  and  presented 
to  the  House,  it  is  ordered  that  Mr.  Philip  Goodwyn,  M.A.,  in  orders, 
and  an  orthodox  divine,  be  recommended  to  be  their  Lecturer  there,  to 
preach  weekly  upon  the  Lord's  Day  in  the  afternoon,  and  upon  Thursday 
mornings.  And  this  House  doth  further  order  that  the  Vicar  of  Hemel 
Hemsted  aforesaid  shall  suffer  the  said  Mr.  Goodwyn  to  have  the  free  use 
cf  his  pulpit  without  interruption,  to  preach  accordingly.*  August  22nd, 
1642.  Upon  the  humble  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Parish  of  Hemel 
Hemsted,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  desiring  Mr.  George  Kendall,  an 
orthodox  divine,  and  in  orders,  to  be  their  Lecturer,  and  to  preach  there 
every  Sunday  in  the  afternoon,  and  on  Thursdays  in  the  morning,  being 
their  market  day,  the  House  doth  recommend  the  said  Mr.  Kendall  to  be 
their  Lecturer  accordingly,  and  do  require  Mr.  Taylor,  the  vicar  of  the 
said  pariah,  and  his  curate,  to  permit  the  said  Mr.  Kendall  to  exercise  his 
ministry  at  the  time  desired,  without  any  their  lett  or  interruption.4 
August  30th,  1642.  Daniel  Howe,  Jonathan  Kinge,  churchwardens  of  the 
parish  of  Hemsted,  informed  the  House  that  Mr.  John  Taylor,  their 
vicar,  and  Mr.  Jo.  Braine,  his  curate,  did  absolutely  refuse  to  obey  the 
order  of  this  House  for  recommending  Mr.  Kendall  to  be  a  Lecturer,  to 

i  "The  rails  in  the  chancels  of  tenne  any  one  of  them.  Farther  I  know  not. 
churches  in  the  said  two  hundreds  of  Sic  tester,  Jo.  Briggs ;  Idem  ttstatur, 
-     -  -        -  -  -  -     -       U.w— Record  0:~       "'     '      ' 


Caehio  and  Dacornm  were  palled  down  by  Jo.  Bassill." — Record  Office,  Charles  I., 

soldiers,  5th  October,  1640,  Jo.  Boteler,  Domestic,  1640. 

Jo.  Jennings."    August  23rd,  1640.    "I  »  Walker's  Sufferings  of  Clergy Ai.  878. 

did  hear  Edmund  Aylee  say  that  he  was  *  Commons  Journals,  u.  608.    See  also 

the  captain  of  those  unruly  soldiers  that  Hist.  MSB.  Commission,  5th  Report,  p.  27. 

did  pull  down  the  rails  in  our  church  or  House  of  Lords  Calendar,  1642,  June  0th. 

chancell,  and  those  were  the  last   of  (<  Petition  of  the  greatest  part  of  the 

seventeen  that  he  had  pulled  down  and  parishioners    of    Hemel    Hemsted    to 

broken  with  his  own  hand.   Likewise  he  House   of   Commons'1  that   Mr.  Philip 

said  he  was  one  of  the  two  committed  by  Goodwin  may  be  appointed  lecturer  to 

Thomas  Conesbye,  Esq.,  into  prison  at  preach  on  Sunday  afternoon  and  Thurs- 

Htmsted,  but   he  was  brought   out  of  day  morning  (market  day)  without  hin- 

prison  by  the  soldiers  by  force ;  and  if  drance  from   the  vicar,   John  Taylor, 

at  any  time  he  were  in  distress,  he  could  Annexed.    Petition  of  John  Ashton,  of 

have  five  hundred  to  relieve  him.   I  said  Hemel  Hemsted,  ironmonger,  to  House 

unto  him,  'Suppose  you  were  dismissed  of  Commons,  for  relief  against  several 

from  his  Majesty's  service  ? '     He  an-  sentences  of  the  High  Commission  Court 

swered,  '  That  they  would  follow  their  by  which  he  has  been  fined  and  impri- 

work  however,  and  that  there  should  not  soned  at  the  suit  of  Mr.  Taylor,  the 

stand  one  rail  within  ten  miles  of  Hem-  vicar,  for  playing  at  "  Stool "  ball  with 

sted  or  this  place.'     Moreover,  I  asked  the  curate  and  others  on  a  holiday,  etc.,. 

him  what  abetters  he  had  in  his  so  foul  Taylor  having  been  proved  to  be  a  man 

an  action  ;  he  said  he  would  be  torn  in  of  a  scandalous  life." 

a  hundred  pieces  before  he  would  confess  4  Ibid.,  v.  780. 
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preach  there  on  Sundays  in  the  afternoon,  and  on  Thursdays  in  the  fore- 
noon, and  that  he  would  lose  his  life  rather  than  he  would  resign  the 
possession  of  his  pulpit.  Resolved  that  John  Taylor,  vicar  of  Hemsted, 
in  the  county  of  Hertford,  shall  be  forthwith  sent  for,  as  a  Delinquent, 
by  the  sergeant-at-arms  attending  on  this  House.  Resolved  that  Mr.  Jo. 
Braine  should  be  sent  for  as  a  Delinquent.  March  14th,  1642-3.  An  ordi- 
nance for  sequestering  the  profits  of  the  parish  of  Hemel  Hemsted,  in 
the  county  of  Hertford,  whereof  Mr.  Jo.  Taylor  is  vicar,  into  the  hands 
of  certain  sequestrators  named  in  the  said  sequestration,  for  the  use  of 
Mr.  George  Kendall,  M.A.,  who  is  hereby  appointed  and  required  to 
officiate  as  vicar,  and  to  take  care  for  the  discharge  of  the  cure  of  the  said 
church,  in  all  the  duties  thereof,  until  further  order  shall  be  taken  by  both 
Houses  of  Parliament,  was  this  day  read,  and  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the 
Lords  for  their  concurrence." l 

We  now  pass  to  the  Lords  Journals,  and  find  the  story- 
continued  in  the  following  manner :  — 

"  1642,  March  23rd.*  Whereas  John  Taylor,  vicar  of  the  parish  church 
of  Hemel  Hemsted,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  for  his  tavern  and 
alehouse  haunting,  drunkenness,  uncleanness,  .  . .  proved  against  him,  has 
been  voted  unfit,  we  ordain  that  Tobit  Combs,  Daniel  Howsen,  Richard 
Salter,  John  Gates,  Samuel  Southen,  Samuel  Baker,  Henry  King,  Francis 
Howe,  shall  sequester  the  living  unto  George  Kendall,  M.A.,  a  godly, 
learned,  and  orthodox  divine,  who  is  appointed  to  preach  every  Lord's 
Day,  and  to  officiate  as  vicar." 

No  sooner  was  Mr.  Taylor  deprived,  and  Mr.  George  Kendall 
recognised  in  his  place,  than  the  elements  of  Nonconformity, 
that  long  had  been  persecuted,  asserted  themselves  in  the  form 
of  what  then  was  called  Anabaptism.  Mr.  Kendall  was  at  this 
time  a  Baptist,  and  permitted  in  his  parish  the  preaching  of  a 
strong  Baptist  advocate,  named  Baldwin.  Hence  new  troubles 
arose,  and  neighbouring  ministers  appealed  by  letter  to  Cornelius 
Burges,  who,  be  it  remembered,  was  vicar  of  Watford. 

"  February  19th,  1643-4.  This  day  Dr.  Burgess  and  Dr.  Wincupp,  from 
the  Assembly  of  Divines,  acquainted  their  Lordships  with  a  letter 
written  from  divers  ministers  and  other  persons  of  credit  in  the  County 
of  Hertford.  The  letter*  was  read,  being  'An  information  of  divers 
erroneous  points  delivered  in  a  sermon  lately  at  Hemsted,  by  one  Mr. 
Baldwin;  and  the  sermon  being  ended,  the  said  Baldwin  sat  himself  down 
in  the  pulpit  to  see  who  would  answer  his  opinions,  and  nobody  undertaking 
to  answer  him,  he  stood  up  and  made  a  challenge  to  maintain  his  opinions 
~  against  any  on  that  day  fortnight  afterwards ;  whereupon  a  tumult  was 

1  Commons  Journal*,  ii.  743, 1002.  9  Ibid^  vi  488. 

3  Lords  Journals,  v.  667. 
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likely  to  be.  The  Assembly  presents  these  things  to  their  Lordships'  con- 
sideration ;  and  this  being  against  the  Covenant,  they  offer  it  to  their 
Lordships'  consideration,  whether  it  be  not  fit  to  send  down  some  able 
minister  to  preach  at  Hemsted  that  day,  upon  which  he  appointed 
them  to  answer  him,  whereby  the  people  may  be  settled  in  their  opinions, 
and  tumults  prevented.'  Likewise  another  information  was  read '  of  divers 
erroneous  opinions  lately  delivered  by  the  said  Baldwin  at  Hatfield. 
Upon  this  the  House  ordered  that  the  said  Baldwin  shall  be  forthwith 
attached  and  brought  before  this  House,  to  answer  the  said  offence. 
Upon  information  this  day  received  of  great  disorders  committed  by 
one  Baldwin  (pretending  to  be  a  preacher)  in  the  church  of  Hemsted,  in 
the  county  of  Hertford,  tending  to  sedition,  it  is  ordered  by  the  Lords 
in  Parliament  assembled,  that  the  Assembly  of  Divines  be  requested  to 
send  some  able  preacher  to  preach  in  that  church  upon  Thursday,  the  last 
of  February,  and  truly  to  inform  the  people  of  the  integrity  and  care  of 
both  Houses  of  Parliament  for  settling  of  matters  of  religion,  according 
to  the  Word  of  God,  and  of  the  endeavours  of  the  Assembly  to  attain  that 
end  ;  and  that  for  the  future  some  grave,  learned,  and  discrete  ministers 
be  requested  to  perform  that  Lecture  till  further  order  can  be  taken,  and 
that  the  churchwardens  of  Hemsted  do  take  care  that  none  but  such  as 
are  known  to  be  ministers  in  orders  be  permitted  to  preach  at  any  time 
there.'  '  To  the  right  worshipful  our  much  respected  friend,  Cornelius 
Burges,  D.D.,  Assessor  of  the  Assembly  of  Divines,  at  his  lodgings  in 
Coleman  Street,  in  London :— Sir, — We  whose  names  are  subscribed, 
coming  on  this  present  Thursday,  15th  February,  to  hear  a  sermon  at 
Hemsted,  in  Herts,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  the  Lectures  there,  we  heard 
one  Mr.  Baldwin,  who  having  formerly  preached  there  (as  we  are  informed) 
to  like  purpose,  amongst  other  things  which  we  conceive  heterodox,  in- 
veighed much  against  baptizing  of  infants,  as  a  carnal  ordinance,  and  that 
all  that  maintained  and  practised  it  deny  Christ's  coming  in  the  flesh,  and 
are  of  anti-Christian  spirit ;  and  promised  on  the  same  day  fortnight  to 
prove  that  we  are  free  from  national  bondage,  which  he  thought  more  fit 
to  be  insisted  on,  because  we  are  like  at  this  time  to  be  engaged  in  a  State 
religion,  and  to  be  commanded  to  serve  God  in  one  way,  or  to  use  one 
way  of  worship,  and  in  the  close  of  his  sermon,  challenged  any  in  the 
congregation  to  make  use  of  their  privilege,  which  is,  as  he  said,  freely  to 
bring  their  allegation  against  anything  that  he  had  taught ;  and  if  no 
man  objected,  he  should  presume  that  they  were  taken  for  truths,  and  no 
man  able  to  reply ;  whereupon  we  were  enforced  to  oppose  those  errors 
instantly  upon  the  close  of  the  sermon.  But  satisfaction  not  being  given, 
and  the  people  seeming  to  be  much  distracted,  he,  the  said  Mr.  Baldwin, 
made  a  further  challenge,  to  answer  them  to  any  of  those  points,  especially 
that  of  baptizing  infants,  the  14th  day  after,  which  will  be  the  last  of  this 
present  February.  Sir,— We  are  in  some  streight ;  we  partly  doubt 
whether  it  wil  be  fit  to  entertain  such  a  challenge,  yea  or  nay,  and  desire 
your  advice  in  it,  and  (if  you  think  it  convenient  to  be  requested)  the 
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sense  of  the  Assembly  also,  and  that  with  all  convenient  speed.  Thus 
committing  yon  and  your  endeavours  in  the  public  service  to  the  blessing 
of  God  we  humbly  rest,  Your  friends  and  brethren  in  the  work  of  the 
Lord, — John  Jemmatt,  Ralph  Rotheram,  John  Turner,  Nathaniel  Debanck, 
Wm.  Bann,  Wm.  Micklethwayte,  Richard  Symonds,  Jeremy  King.' 

"Dr.  Burgess,  this  day,  2nd  March,  1643-4/  gave  the  House  an 
account,  that  according  to  their  Lordships'  directions,  he  hath  preached 
at  Hemsted,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  and  he  finds  the  people  there 
much  possessed  with  Anabaptism  and  Antinomianism,  and  other  sects ; 
that  unless  some  speedy  course  be  taken,  the  mischief  will  hardly  be 
prevented,  and  the  minister  of  the  town,  Mr.  Kendall,  refused  to  come  to 
him,  whereby  he  might  acquaint  him  with  the  order  of  Parliament  This 
Mr.  Kendall  being  set  in  there  by  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  hath  been 
a  chief  promoter  of  all  the  distractions  there  ;  he  refuseth  to  baptise  any 
infants;  he  hath  openly  maintained  the  Church  of  England  to  be  no 
Church,  and  that  a  parochial  congregation  cannot  be  a  true  Church.  It  is 
generally  conceived  that,  so  long  as  he  is  permitted  there,  it  will  never  be 
better  for  the  people,  but  rather  worse ;  and  that  there  is  labouring  in 
that  town  against  the  taking  of  the  covenant.  That  there  are  divers 
ministers  of  that  county  who  have  promised  to  preach  the  Thursday 
Lecture  at  Hamsted,  according  to  an  order  of  this  House,  19th  February, 
1643,  but  by  reason  of  the  great  distraction  in  those  parts,  and  the  bold- 
ness of  the  Anabaptists  and  other  sectaries  thereabouts,  the  ministers  dare 
not  enter  upon  this  service,  unless  they  be  ordered  by  their  several  names 
to  perform  it, — vie.,  Messrs.  G-ladman,  (rood win,  King,  Jemmat,  Puttee, 
Leviston,  Barton,  Woolfall,  Simnes,  Juice,  Rotherham,  Newton,  Carre. 
Buckley,  Debanke.1  Hereupon  this  House  ordered,  That  the  said  Kendall 
shall  be  summoned  to  appear  before  the  Lords  in  Parliament  forthwith,  to 
answer  the  said  offences  ;  and  that  the  Assembly  be  desired  to  take  some 
course  that  the  said  parish  may  be  supplied  with  a  minister  to  preach 
there,  until  this  House  gives  further  directions  therein.  And  it  is  further 
ordered  that  this  House  appoint  the  fifteen  preachers  mentioned  in  the 
list  read  this  day,  to  preach  on  the  lecture  days  at-  Hemsted  in  their 
several  turns.  And  this  House  thought  it  fit  to  have  a  conference  with 
the  House  of  Commons,  after  Kendall  hath  been  heard  what  he  can  say 
for  himself." » 

»  Lords  Journals,  tl  446.  s  Lords  Journals,  vi.  470,  14th  March. 

•  Also  a  certificate  was  read,  as  fol-  1643-4  :— "  Next  Mr.  Kendall,  the  minis- 

loweth: —  ter   of  Hemsted,  was   brought   in,    and 

"  We,  being  inhabitants  in  the  town  the  information  against  him  was  read, 

or   parish  of  Hemsted,    whose   names  1. 'He  hath  refused  to  baptise  the  infant* 

are  nere  underwritten,  do  certify  that  born  in  that  parish  for  sundry  months 

Mr.  Kendall,   now  a  minister   in   our  last  past,  albeit  he  hath  been  earnestly 

town,  hath  from  time  to  time  denied  to  requested  thereunto,  and  did  at  his  first 

administer  the  Sacrament  of  Baptism  coming  baptise  infants.'    Mr.  Kendall'* 

unto  our  infants,  when  we  have  earnestly  answer  that,  things  being  not  determined 

desired  it ;  this  we  are  ready  to  testify.  by   the    Parliament    concerning   cere- 

Thos.  Walker.the  elder,  Wm.  Arnot,  monies,  he  was  not  resolved  about  some 

Tho.  Walker,  Wm.  Gregory,  Nathaniell  ceremonies,  and  he  forbore  to  use  them  ; 

Miles.  as  the  manner  of  baptism  and  the  power 


DACOBUM.J 


TTFATKT,    HEMSTBD. 


438 


The  proceedings  concerning  Mr.  Baldwin  will  be  detailed  in 
connection  with  Hatfield,  where  he  more  fully  promulgated 
his  Anabaptist  views;  but  the  entire  narrative  shows  how 
pertinacious  the  Anabaptist  preachers  were,  and  what  pains 
both  Houses  of  Parliament  took  to  examine  charges  brought 
against  them,  but  how  little  toleration  they  showed.  As 
to  Mr.  Erbury  we  find  the  following: — "There  is  one  Mr. 
Erbury,  that  lived  in  Wales,  who,  in  the  beginning  of  the 


of  it,  ever  since  the  bishops  were  voted 
down,  he  knew  not  whether  he  had  any 
power  or  no  to  do  it.     Also  this  was 
proved  by  Thomas  Walker,  the  elder, 
and  Win.  Gregory.   2.  *  That  he  hath  re- 
fused to  administer  the  Lord's  Sapper  to 
the  parishioners  by  all  the  time  of  his 
being    there,   and    bitterly    inveighed 
against  such  as  had  received  that  sacra- 
ment at  the  hands  of  another,  the  first 
day  he  preached  there,  saying  they  had 
no  more  right  to  it  than  dogs,  or  to  that 
effect,  to  the  great  grief  and  scandal  of 
the  people.'    Kendall  confessed  he  had 
not  administered  the  Communion  to  the 
parish  since  he  came  there,  because  he 
conceived  those  as  were  there  were  not 
Christians,  and  had  no  ripht  to  it,  and 
because  there  were  great  divisions  in  the 
parish  :  neither  hath  he  taken  the  Com- 
munion himself  since  he  came  there. 
This  article  was  likewise  proved  by  Tho. 
Walker  and  Wm.  Gregory.    3.  '  Irat  he 
hath  been  a  great  means  of  divisions  and 
distractions  among  the  people,  who  lived 
together  in  good  accord  before  his  coming 
among  them ;  and  he  doth  admit  divers 
men  to  preach  there  against  the  bap- 
tizing of  infants  (which  himself  also  hath 
done,  as  namely  one  Mr.  Baldwin  and 
one  Mr.  Erbury),  as  also  against  the 
Parliament  and  the  Assembly.'   Kendall 
denied  that  ever  he  heard  Mr.  Baldwin 
and  Mr.  Erbury  preach  anything  against 
the  Parliament  and  the  Assembly.    Tho. 
Walker     deposed     that     Mr.     Erbury 
preached  in  their  church  at  Hamsted 
that  baptism  was  a  human  and  a  carnal 
ordinance,  and  if  the  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment and  the  Assembly  do  make  a  rule 
and  a  tye  to  observe  it,  it  is  anti-Christian. 
4.  *  He  hath  publicly  maintained  that  the 
parochial,  congregations   are   no    true 
Churches,  and  that  all  true  Christians 
nuut  separate  from  them,  whereupon 
divers  have  separated.'     Kendall  con- 
fessed, '  that  his  opinion  is  that  a  paro- 
chial Church  in  a  parochial  frame  is  not 
the  visible  Church  of  Christ.'     5.  'He 
hath  refused  to  take  the  National  Cove- 
nant, answering  that  he  will  neither  take 


it  nor  administer  it ;  and  so  it  is  not 
there  administered  at  all.'  Kendall 
denies  this  charge ;  but  being  asked  by 
the  House  whether  he  will  take  the 
Covenant,  he  said,  when  it  is  offered  him 
he  will  do  as  God  directs  him.  Hereupon 
the  House  ordered  that  for  the  present 
the  said  Kendall  shall  stand  committed 
to  the  prison  of  Newgate  during  the 
pleasure  of  this  House,  for  endeavouring 
to  sow  sedition  amongst  the  people ;  and 
that  his  keeper  shall  not  permit  any  per- 
son to  come,  but  to  keep  him  in  safe 
custody.  And  because  the  said  Kendall 
was  put  into  the  cure  of  Hemsted  by 
ordinance  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament, 
by  way  of  sequestration,  it  is  resolved 
to  have  a  conference  with  the  House  of 
Commons  to  desire  them  to  concur  with 
their  Lordships,  that  he  may  be  put  out 
from  discharging  that  cure  j  and  to  de- 
sire that,  for  the  future,  none  may  be 
put  into  any  cures  by  way  of  sequestra- 
tion but  such  as  shall  be  approved  of  by 
the  Assembly  to  be  fit  and  able."  Ibid^ 
480,  21st  March,  1643-4  .— "  Upon  read- 
ing the  petition  of  George  Kendall,  now 
close  prisoner  at  Newgate,  it  is  ordered 
that  he  shall  have  the  liberty  of  the 
prison,  provided  he  be  not  suffered  to 
preach,  or  disperse  his  opinions."  Ibid., 
600,  April  4th,  1644  :— "It  was  moved 
that '  George  Kendall,  a  minister,  prisoner 
in  Newgate,  might  be  released  upon  bail,' 
but  the  House  was  informed  ( that  lately 
he  hath  written  a  letter  to  Mr.  Bur- 
roughes,  one  of  the  Assembly  of  Divines, 
wherein  there  are  some  things  which  will 
induce  their  Lordships  not  to  release  him 
yet.'  Hereupon  this  House  ordered  that 
Mr.  Burroughs  be  desired,  from  this 
House,  to  bring  the  said  letter  to-morrow 
morning  to  this  House."  April  8th,  1644 : 
"  Ordered   that   Mr.   Kendall,   now    a 

Erisoner  in  Newgate,  shall  be  released  of 
is  imprisonment,  giving  sufficient  secu- 
rity in  a  bond  of  £500  not  to  publish 
any  of  his  opinions,  either  in  the  prison 
or  elsewhere,  contrary  to  the  doctrine  of 
theChu  ch  of  England. " 

28 
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Parliament  was  an  Independent,  but  by  degrees  is  fallen 
to  many  gross  errors,  holding  universal  redemption,  etc,  and 
now  a  Seeker  and  I  know  not  what.  This  man  was  a 
chaplain  in  the  Earl  of  Essex's  army  a  great  while,  but 
having  left  the  army  he  was  about  London,  and  did  vent  his 
opinions  here.  But  about  spring  last  (1646)  he  hath  betaken 
himself  to  the  Isle  of  Ely  for  his  ordinary  residence.  In 
July  last  he  was  at  Berry.  He  was  also  at  Northampton, 
Oundle,  Newport  Pagnel."  *  George  Kendall  being  silenced, 
we  next  find  the  provision  made  for  the  supply  of  the  parish 
of  Hemel  Hemsted.  "May  18th,  1644.  An  ordinance  from 
the  Lords  for  settling  Mr.  James  Ashton  in  the  parish  of 
Hemel  Hemsted."  *  He  did  not  long  remain,  for  on  July 
30th,  1646,  we  find  the  following  appointments  named  in  the 
Minutes  of  the  Committee  for  Plundered  Ministers3: — 
"  Whereas  the  rectory  of  Hemel  Hemsted,  in  the.  county  of 
Hertford,  is  sequestered  from  Mr.  Taylor,  and  Mr.  Kendall 
was  since  settled  there,  who  has  since  returned  into  his  own 
county,  it  is  ordered  that  the  said  rectorie  should  stand 
sequestered  henceforth  unto  the  use  of  John  Warren,  a 
godly  orthodox  divine,  who  is  hereby  ordered  to  officiate  the 
said  cure.,,  Warren  was  still  at  Hemel  Hemsted  in  1650,  when 
the  Commissioners  mention  him  and  describe  him  as  a  laborious 
preaching  minister.  There  are  several  references  to  him  in  the 
Minutes  of  the  Committees  for  Augmentations  and  Approbation 
of  Public  Preachers,  from  which  it  appears  that  John  Warren 
was  highly  esteemed,  and  that  he  remained  at  Hemel  Hem- 
sted till  his  death  on  August  13th,  1657. 

1  Edwards's   Gangraena.  Part  L,  77  ;  Nonconformity  in  Wales,  by  Thomas  Rees, 

Part  III.,  89,  90.     *rW.  Erbury  was  born  pp.  47-51. 

at  Roath,  near  Cardiff,  1604.  graduated  *  Commons  Journal*,  iiL  499: — "  March 

B.A.  at  Brasenose  College,  Oxford,  was  21st,  1648-4.    Petition  of  the  inhabitants 

episcopally  ordained,  was  curate  first  at  of  Hemsted  and  some  near  neighbours. 

Newport,    Monmouthshire,    and   after-  Pray   that   Mr.   George  Kendall,  their 

wards  vicar  of  St.  Mary's,  Cardiff.    He  vicar,  who  has  faithfully  fulfilled  hi? 

was.  ejected  thence  in  1638  for  refusing  work,  may  be  restored  to  them. — Mav 

to  read  the  Book  of  Sports.    In  1642  he  7th,  1644.    Petition  of  the  inhabitants 

was  plundered  by  the  King's  party,  and,  of   Hemel  Hemsted,  in  the  county  of 

fleeing  to  England,  became  a  chaplain  in  Hertfordshire.     Pray  that   Mr.  James 

the  Parliament '8  army.    He  adopted  and  Asheton  may  be  appointed  their  pastor, 

advocated  views  akin  to  the  Quakers,  but  and  that  power  may  be  given  to  him  to 

he  became  somewhat  deranged,  and  put  recover  all  arrears  of  dues  payable  since 

forth  confused  and  mystical  sentiments.  the  ejection  of  the  last  minister." — Hist. 

He  died  in  April  1664."     See  Protestant  MSS.  Commission,  6th  Beport,  pp.  6,  7. 

»  Add.  MSS.,  16670,  ff.  162,167. 
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"John  Warren,  certified  by  Thos.  Juyce,  of  Kings  Langley,  Thos. 
Arnold,  of  Northchureh,  Phil.  Goodwin,  of  Watford,  Elidad  Black- 
well,  of  London.  Enow  all  men  by  these  presents  that  the  7th  day  of 
June,  in  the  yeare  1654,  there  was  exhibited  to  the  Commissioners  for 
Approbation  of  Publique  Preachers  a  presentation  of  John  Warren, 
clerke  to  the  vicarage  of  Hemel  Hemsted,  in  the  county  of  Hertford, 
made  to  him  by  his  Highness  Oliver,  Lord  Protector  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  England,  etc.,  the  patron  thereof  under  the  Great  Seale  of 
England,  together  with  a  testimony  on  the  behalfe  of  the  said  John 
Warren,  of  his  holy  and  good  conversation.  Upon  perusall  and  due  con- 
sideration of  the  premisses,  and  finding  him  to  be  a  person  qualified  as  in 
and  by  the  ordinance  for  such  approbation  is  required,  the  Commissioners 
above  mentioned  have  adjudged  and  approved  the  said  John  Warren  to 
be  a  fit  person  to  preach  the  Gospel,  and  have  graunted  him  admission 
and  do  admit  the  said  John  Warren  to  the  vicarage  of  Hemel  Hemsted 
aforesaid,  to  be  full  and  perfect  possessor  and  incumbent  thereof :  and  do 
hereby  signify  to  all  persons  concerned  herein  that  he  is  hereby  intituled 
to  the  profits  and  perquisite  and  all  rights  and  dues  incident  and  belonging 
to  the  said  vicarage  as  fully  and  effectually  as  if  hee  had  been  instituted 
and  inducted  according  to  any  such  laws  and  customs  as  have  in  this  case 
formerly  been  made,  had,  or  used  in  this  realme.  In  witness  whereof 
they  have  caused  the  common  seale  to  be  hereunto  affixed,  and  the  same 
to  be  attested  by  the  hand  of  the  Register  by  his  Highness  in  that  behalfe 
appointed.  Dated  at  Whitehall  the  eighth  day  of  June,  1654." — Lambeth 
MSS.,  Augmentations,  997.  Again,  No.  977,  March  1 1th,  1656-7  :— "  Upon 
consideration  of  the  humble  petition  of  John  Warren,  minister  of  the  Gospel 
at  Hemel  Hemsted,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  ordered  by  his  Highness  and 
the  Councill  that  it  be  referred  to  the  trustees  for  maintenance  of  ministers 
to  settle  an  augmentation  of  £36  per  annum  for  maintenance  of  the  minister 
of  the  said  parish  of  Hemel  Hemsted,  and  to  give  order  for  payment  thereof, 
notwithstanding  the  former  order  of  restraint. — Hen.  Scobell,  Ck.  of  ye 
Councell."  "  December  11th,  1657.1  The  Trustees  having  by  order  23rd 
October,  1656,  granted  the  yearly  sum  of  £34  18s.  to  and  for  the  increase 
of  the  maintenance  of  Mr.  John  Warren,  minister  of  Hemel  Hemsted,  who 
is  since  deceased,  viz.,  the  13th  August,  1657,  and  the  said  cure  hath  been 
supplied  by  the  relict  of  Mr.  Warren  till  the  29th  September  last,  it  is 
ordered  that  Mr.  Francis  Church  doe  pay  forthwith  unto  the  Executors 
of  the  said  Mr.  Warren  all  arrears  of  the  said  augmentation  ending  the 
said  29th  September." 

M  February  9th,  1657-8.  Ordered  that  £20  a  year  augmentation  formerly 
granted  to  Mr.  Warren,  late  minister  of  Hemel  Hemsted,  in  the  county 
of  Hertford,  be  continued  and  paid  unto  Mr.  Matthew  Carre,  the 
present  minister  there,  approved  by  the  Commission  for  approbation  of 
public  preachers ;  and  that  the  sum  be  from  time  to  time  paid  unto  the  said 
Mr.  Carre  out  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  tithes  of  Hemel  Hemsted. 

»  Lambeth  MSS.,  995. 
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September  10th,  1658.  According  to  an  order  of  his  Highness  and 
Oooncell  of  31st  December,  1657,  ordered  that  the  yearly  sum  of  £10  and 
no  more  be  continued  to  and  for  increase  of  the  maintenance  of  Mr. 
Matthew  Carre,  minister  of  Hemel  Hemsted.  Oliver,  Lord  Protector 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  and  the  Do- 
minions thereto  belonging,  to  all  persons  who  have  or  shall  have  sufficient 
authority  and  power  in  this  behalf  greeting.  We  nominate  and  present 
Matthew  Carre,  clerk,  to  the  vicarage  of  Hemel  Hemsted,  in  the 
county  of  Hertford,  being  by  the  death  of  the  last  incumbent  there,  or 
howsoever,  void.  And  to  our  nomination  or  presentation  of  full  right  or 
howsoever  belonging,  commanding  and  requiring  you  forthwith  to  admit 
the  said  Matthew  Carre  to  the  vicarage  of  Hemel  Hemsted  aforesaid, 
and  that  you  truly  and  lawfully  institute  him  vicar  there.  And  that 
likewise  you  invest  him  with  all  his  rights,  members,  and  appurtenances 
whatsoever.  And  that  you  do  perform  and  fully  accomplish  all  and 
every  the  "ngnl™*  acts  which  your  office  obligeth  you  to  discharge  herein. 
In  witness  whereof  we  have  caused  this  our  letter  to  be  made  patent 
Witness  ourself  at  Westminster  this  twentieth  day  of  September,  1651 
By  the  Lords'  Commission  of  the  Great  Seal.        (Signed)  Hastibgs."1 

Matthew  Carr  had  been  curate  at  Long  Marston  in  1626. 
Calamy  names  another  minister  of  this  parish,  and  says,  "  Mr. 
Thornton,  of  Hemel  Hemsted,  conformed  after  he  had  been  some 
time  a  Nonconformist."  *  He  probably  means  Wheathamstead, 
where  Thomas  Thornton  was.  Matt.  Carre  died  here,  and  his 
burial  is  thus  recorded :  "  November  9th,  1661,  buried  Mr.  Matt. 
Carr,  vicar."  The  conforming  vicar  was  Geo.  Screven,  who  was 
inducted  the  18th  December,  1661.  He  writes  on  his  trans- 
cript of  the  register,  "  I  have  not  copied  out  any  christenings 
of  the  year  1660!  which  was  before  my  time,  because  I  am 
informed  many  were  set  down  which  were  never  baptized." 
The  following  year  a  long  list  occurs  of  persons  presented  for 

1  Lambeth  M88.,  945.    "  To  the  Com-  hereby  nominate  and  present  and  appoint 

mimonen  for  Approbation    of  Public  Matthhw  Cabr,  Minister  of  the  word. 

Preachers,  and  all  others  whom  it  may  to  the  said  vicarage  and  church,  praying 

concern.  We,  William  Steel,  Lord  Chan-  that  the   said  Matthew  Carr  may  be 

oellor  of  Ireland,  Sir  John  Thorowgood,  admitted  to  and  settled  in  the  said  vicar- 

of   Kensington,    Kt.,    George   Cowper,  age  and  church,  and  vested  with  all  the 

Richard  Tong,  John  Pocock,  Ralph  Hall,  rights,    members,    and    appurtenances 

Richard   Syddenham,  John   Humphry,  thereof,  which  we  do  hereby  confer  upon 

and  Edward  Crossett,  Esqs.,  trustees  by  him.    And  that  it  would  please  yon  to 

several  Acts  of  Parliament  for  Mainte-  do  all  other  things  requisite  and  neces- 

nanoe  of  ministers:  the  true  and  un-  sary  to  be  done  in  the  premises.   In 

doubted   patrons  of  the   vicarage  and  witness  whereof  we  have  hereunto  set 

church   of    Hemel    Hemsted,    in    the  our  hands  and  seals  this  October  27th, 

county  of  Hertford,  now  become  void  1657.— Ri.  Sydenham,  Jo.  Pooocj^Joh* 

by  the  death  of  the  last  incumbent,  or  Humphrey,  Richard  Yohg." 

by  any  other  way  howsoever.    Having  *  Calamy's  AccowU,  p.  370. 
nominated  and  presented,  and  we  do 
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not  coming  to  church.1  And  it  is  recorded  that  on  "  Septem- 
ber 12th,  1662,  John  Brandley  was  buried  in  an  orchard  by 
a  company  of  Quakers  and  Anabaptists.  May  12th,  1663, 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  Bedford,  of  Luton,  a  tinker.  Many 
other  people  of  the  sectarian  party  have  been  buried  in  an 
orchard  within  this  parish.  Some  cohabit  as  man  and  wife 
who  never  were  lawfully  married  by  the  Book  of  Common 
Prayer.  Very  many  remain  unbaptized,  of  which  I  cannot  at 
present  make  presentment,  because  both  churchwardens  do 
absolutely  refuse  their  assistance  in  it.  Their  names  are  John 
Curl  and  James  Dagnall  whom  I  do  present.  G.  Screven, 
vicar,  1667."  On  "October  24th,  1673,  Thomas  Robins,  a 
husbandman  of  Hemel  Hemsted,  was  committed  to  Hertford 
gaol  for  a  claim  of  eight  shillings,  tithes,  at  the  suit  of  Joseph 
Jones."3  This  was  Joel  Jones,  the  rector  at  the  time. 
The  following  is  a  list  of  the  vicars  here,  1573 — 1662. 

1573.  William  Heme.  1640.  John  Brayne,  curate. 

1582.  Richard  Gawton.  1642.  George  Kendall. 

1594.  William  Dyke.  1644.  James  Ashton. 

1606.  Thomas  Taylor.  1646.  John  Warren. 

1628.  John  Taylor.  1657.  Matthew  Carr. 

(1632.  Timothy  Taylor).  1661.  George  Screven. 

1637.  Henry  King,  curate. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  places  of  religious  worship  certified 
in  the  parish  of  Hemel  Hemsted  from  the  passing  of  the 
Toleration  Act,  1688—1852  :— 

1.  "20.  Hemsted,  Herts,  Anabaptist,  certified  at  the  Mich.  Sessions, 
1690." 

2.  "21.  Warner's  End,  Hemsted,  Herts,  -  Mich.  Sessions,  1690." 

3.  "  93.  Hemsted,  Herts,  Quakers  certified  at  the  Mids.  Sessions,  1699." 

4.  "95.  Hemsted,  Herts,  Anabaptists,  cert,  by  Win.  Woodward,  of 
Hemsted,  Midsummer,  1700." 

5.  "  104.  Hemsted,  Herts,  Presbyterians,  cert  by  Joshua  Bayes,  of 
Hemsted,  Midsummer,  1702." 

6.  "110.  Hemsted,  Herts,  Baptists,  cert,  by  Wm.  Woodward,  of 
Hemsted,  Mich.,  1704." 

i  "SamL  Southen,  Nathan  Southen,  Thos.  Halsey,  Joseph  Beldon,  Widow 

Mr.  Anthony  Storey,  John  Brandley,  Na-  Long.    John  Lea  for  not  baptizing;  his 

thaniel  Nashe,  John  and  Thos.  Goodman,  children;  W.  King  for  the  like,  Thos. 

Tho.  Moore,  James  Robson,  John  Lea,  Goodman  for  the  like,  Jas.  Wood  for 

James  and  John  Wood,  Jeremy  Bates,  the  like." — Acta  of  Archd.  of  Huntingdon. 

John  Field,  junior,  body  maker,  John  *  Besse,  Suferings  qf  the  Quakers,  rol. 

Bachelor,    James   Pope,    W.   Brookes,  i.  260. 
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7.  "  These  are  to  certifie  that  there  is  a  meeting  intended  to  be  holden 
by  the  Baptists  at  the  house  of  Christopher  Skynner  in  Hemel  Hemsted. 
Signed,  Ch.  Skinner,  Jno.  Gladman,  Tho.  Kentish,  John  Sage,  Ebenezer 
Bennett,  June  14th,  1704." 

8.  "  These  are  to  oertifie  that  there  is  a  meeting-place  for  religious 
worship  to  be  holden  by  the  Independents  and  Baptists  at  the  house  of 
Ch.  Skinner  in  Hemel  Hemsted.  Subscribed  by  Joshua  Threader,  Thos. 
Burch,  Wm.  Ivory,  Robert  Kinerick,  Ch.  Skinner.  All  inhabitants  of 
the  town  of  Hemel  Hemsted.    Beg.  8th  October,  1705." 

9.  "  These  are  to  certifie  .  .  .  there  is  a  meeting-place  for  religious 
worship  to  be  holden  by  the  Presbyterians  or  Independents  at  the  dwelling- 
house  of  John  Gates  in  Croutch  Field,  in  the  parish  of  Hemel  Hemsted. 
Subscribed  by  us  this  6th  August,  1 706,  being  all  inhabitants  of  the  said 
parish.  Henry  Procter,  med"  pract.,  Daniel  Field,  Nicholas  Sage,  Dan. 
How,  John  Gates.     Beg.  19th  August,  1706." 

10.  u  These  are  to  certifie  .  .  .  that  there  is  a  meeting-place  for  religious 
worship  to  be  holden  by  the  Presbyterians  at  the  dwelling-house  of  George 
Boyd  in  Hemel  Hemsted.  Subscribed  by  us  this  19th  September,  1706, 
being  all  inhabitants  of  the  said  parish.  Henry  Procter,  Dan.  Field, 
Thos.  Knowlton,  John  Gates,  Geo.  Boyd.    Beg.  23rd  September,  1706." 

11.  u  These  are  to  certify  that  ...  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dis- 
senters called  Baptists  do  intend  to  meet  for  religious  worship  in  a  house 
called  Wood  Lane  End  House,  abutting  on  the  High  Street  Green  on  the 
south-west,  and  on  a  lane  called  Wood  Lane  on  the  north,  in  the  parish  of 
Hemel  Hemsted,  inhabited  by  Sarah  Ewer  and  John  Mills,  April  18th, 
1712.  Witness,  John  Lowther,  John  Costard,  James  Yates,  John  Atkins, 
John  Humphrey,  John  Mills.    Beg.  18th  April,  1712." 

12.  *'  These  are  to  certifie  that  according  to  a  late  Act  of  Parliament  a 
congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters  called  Baptists  do  intend  to  meet 
for  religious  worship  in  a  house  called  Ward's  End,  abutting  on  a  highway 
leading  from  Lockers  to  Berkstead  on  the  north-east,  and  a  house  of 
William  Turner's  on  the  south,  in  the  parish  of  Hemel  Hemsted,  in  which 
William  Tardnett  and  Elizabeth  Downer  lately  dwelt,  and  which  now 
standeth  empty.  Witness,  John  Lowther,  John  Costard,  James  Yates, 
John  Atkins,  John  Humphrey,  John  Mills.    Beg.  April  18th,  1712." 

13.  "  These  are  to  certifie  that  ...  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dis- 
senters called  Baptists  doe  intend  to  meet  for  religious  worship  in  a 
house  called  Waterside  House,  abutting  on  the  tanyard  that  is  next  to 
the  Waterside  and  Moore  on  the  south-east,  and  on  an  orchard  now  rented 
by  Henry  Foster  on  the  north,  in  the  parish  of  Hemel  Hemsted,  inhabited 
by  John  Costard  and  Henry  Foster.  Witness,  John  Atkins,  John  Mills, 
Robert  Turner,  James  Gale,  James  Harris,  John  Ceatter.  Reg.  22nd 
September,  1712." 

14.  "  These  are  to  certifie  whom  it  may  concern  that  there  is  a  meeting- 
place  for  religious  worship  to  be  holden  by  Presbyterians  at  the  dwelling 
of  Richard  East  at  Ronching  End,  in  the  parish  of  Hemel  Hemsted. 
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Subscribed  by  us  whose  names  are  underwritten,  being  all  inhabitants  of 
the  said  parish.  Thomas  Hayden,  Win.  Rogers,  Tho.  Birch,  Tho.  Knowl- 
ton.    Reg.  21st  November,  1717." 

15.  "  These  are  to  certifie  whom  it  may  concern  that  there  is  a  meeting- 
place  for  religious  worship  to  be  holden  by  Presbyterians  at  the  dwelling- 
house  of  Thomas  Peppet,  in  the  parish  of  Hemel  Hemsted.  Subscribed 
by  us  whose  names  are  hereunder  written,  being  all  inhabiters  of  the  said 
parish.  Nicholas  Sage,  William  Enowlton,  James  Field,  Hen.  Procter. 
Reg.  16th  December,  1717." 

16.  "  These  are  to  certifie  that  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters 
do  intend  to  meet  for  religious  worship  at  William  Handcock's  house  at 
the  Lodge  at  Hemsted,  in  Herts.  Witness  our  hands  this  27th  Decem- 
ber, 1717.  William  Handcock,  Daniel  Peacock,  Edward  Arnold,  Joseph 
Edwards.     Reg.  27th  December,  1717." 

17.  "  These  are  to  certifie  that  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters 
doe  intend  to  meet  for  religious  worship  at  Peter  Gavestock's  house  at 
Grintfield,  in  parish  of  Hemel  Hemsted.  Witness  our  hands  the  11th 
day  of  November,  1721.  Daniel  Peacock,  Peter  G-ravestock,  Joseph 
Edwards.    Reg.  9th  December,  1721." 

18.  "  These  are  to  certifie  that  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters 
do  intend  to  meet  for  religious  worship  at  the  house  of  Elizabeth  Field 
at  Priket's  End,  near  Hemel  Hemsted,  15th  November,  1722.  Daniel 
Peacock,  Joseph  Sutton,  Edward  Arnott.    Reg.  26th  November,  1722." 

19.  "  We  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed  do  hereby  certifie  that 
there  was  in  the  year  1731  erected  and  built  a  new  meeting-house  situated 
in  the  town  and  parish  of  Hemel  Hemsted,  which  was  appropriated 
and  set  apart  and  has  been  ever  since,  and  is  now  used  by  a  congregation 
of  Protestants  dissenting  from  the  Church  of  England,  who  scruple  the 
baptising  of  infants,  commonly  called  Baptists,  who  before  the  said  new 
meeting-house  was  built  assembled  for  the  exercise  of  religious  worship 
at  a  former  meeting-house  of  theirs  at  Marlows,  in  the  said  parish  of 
Hemel  Hemsted  aforesaid,  and  we  do  hereby  desire  that  the  said  new 
meeting-house  may  be  registered,  etc.,  August  25th,  1750.  Clendon 
Dankes,  Joseph  Munn,  Nath.  Saunders,  Robert  Kendrick,  Geo.  Baske- 
ville,  John  Matte.  Reg.  September  8th,  1750,  by  J.  Tristram,  Deputy 
Registrar." 

20.  "  We,  whose  names  are  hereunder  written,  do  desire  that  a  dwelling- 
house  at  Winknell,  in  the  parish  of  Hemel  Hemsted,  now  in  the 
occupation  of  Joseph  Ellis,  may  be  registered  as  a  place  of  religious 
worship  for  Protestant  Dissenters,  pursuant,  etc.  John  Geard,  Samuel 
Bradley,  Tho.  Batton,  April  19th,  1798.    Registered  April  24th,  1798." 

21.  "  We  ...  do  desire  that  a  dwelling-house  and  barn  adjoining  at 
Two  Waters,  in  the  parish  of  Hemel  Hemsted,  now  in  the  occupation  of 
Mr.  Samuel  Collet,  may  be  registered  as  a  place  of  religious  worship  for 
Protestant  Dissenters,  pursuant,  etc.,  April  29th,  1801.  John  Geard, 
Tho.  Button,  Wm.  Button.    Reg.  2nd  May,  1801." 
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22.  "  We,  etc.,  do  desire  that  a  dwelling-house  and  premises  at  Two 
Waters,  in  the  parish  of  Hemel  Hemsted,  in  the  occupation  of  Wm. 
Nash,  paper-maker,  may  be  registered  as  a  place  of  religions  worship  for 
Protestant  Dissenters,  pursuant,  etc.  John  Geard,  Samuel  Smith,  W. 
Langford,  jun.    Dated  October  25th,  1805." 

23.  "  We  the  undersigned,  being  Protestant  Dissenters  from  the  Church 
of  England,  commonly  called  Independents  and  Baptists,  do  hereby 
certify  that  two  rooms  on  the  ground  floor  of  the  dwelling-house  in  the 
occupation  of  William  Billington,  situate  upon  Box  Moor  Heath,  in  the 
parish  of  Hemel  Hemsted,  is  intended  to  be  used  for  the  public  worship 
of  Almighty  God,  and  we  hereby  request  that  this  certificate  may  be 
registered,  etc.,  September  30th,  1808.  W.  Budd,  Rich.  Bates,  George 
Oakley,  Tho.  Woods,  Tho.  King.    Reg.  October  3rd,  1808,  W.  W." 

["  The  22nd  day  of  January,  1777.  David  Jones,  of  Hemel  Hemsted, 
did  subscribe  to  the  articles  aforesaid,  and  also  made  and  subscribed  the 
declaration  against  transubstantiation,  and  took  the  oaths  of  allegiance 
and  supremacy  before  me,  J.  P.  Morgan."    Jones  was  a  schoolmaster.] 

24.  "  Hemel  Hemsted.  The  dwelling-house  of  Joseph  Wright  for 
Protestant  Dissenters,  29th  April,  1811.  Certified  by  John  Chapman, 
Francis  Chapman,  Jos.  Wright,  Tho.  Packer,  Jos.  Geannan,  Ashby 
Mouse." 

25.  "Hemel  Hemsted.  The  building  of  Matthew  Wallington  for 
Protestant  Dissenters,  June  17th,  1815.  Certified  by  W.  Grover,  Jos. 
Johnson,  Elisha  Child*. " 

26.  "  Hemel  Hemsted.  The  tenement  of  Humphrey  Tarbox  for 
Protestants,  February  4th,  1813.  Certified  by  Humphrey  Tarbox,  his 
mark.    Jos.  Turner,  witness." 

27.  "Hemel  Hemsted.  The  dwelling-house  and  barn  of  Jos.  Dodd 
for  Protestants,  29th  July,  1816.  Certified  by  Tho.  Wood,  Rich.  Bates* 
W.  Budd,  Tho.  Bates,  James  Penn,  Charles  Woodstock." 

28.  "Hemel  Hemsted.  The  house  of  John  Asting  for  Protestants, 
February  17th,  1817.  Certified  by  John  Harkins,  Tho.  Wood,  W.  Budd, 
W.  Mardel,  Charles  Woodstock." 

29.  "  Hemel  Hemsted.  Salem  Chapel  at  Two  Waters  for  Protestant 
Dissenters,  August  15th,  1818.  Wm.  Foxwell,  minister,  Jas.  Tolley, 
Wm.  Budd,  John  Powling,  Wm.  Frances,  G.  Gristwood,  Jno.  Waller." 

30.  "  Hemel  Hemsted.  The  house  of  Anne  Hobson,  at  Box  Moor,  for 
Protestant  Dissenters.  Certified  by  Anne  Hobson,  Geo.  Holloway,  James 
Church.,, 

31.  "Hemel  Hemsted.  Stable  at  Levistock  Green  for  Protestant 
Dissenters,  July  3rd,  1820.  Certified  by  Jos.  Dodd,  Jos.  Camfield,  James 
Clark." 

32.  "  Hemel  Hemsted.  A  room  in  Heath  Farm  for  Dissenters.  July 
7th,  1822.  Certified  by  Sam.  Thompson,  Elder;  James  Kilner  and 
Robert  Hovenden,  Deacons ;  John  Dillon,  Hen.  Fearon,  David  Liston, 
T.  Knolles  Gosnell." 
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33.  "Hemel  Hemsted.  Dwelling-house  of  Sara  Kist  for  Protestant 
Dissenters,  March  10th,  1825.  Certified  by  Th.  Hopley,  Ezekiel  Blake, 
Sara  Kist." 

34.  "Hemel  Hemsted.  Meeting-house  for  Protestant  Dissenters,  October 
4th,  1825.    Certified  by  W:  Moxon,  H.  Nash,  Jas.  Church." 

35.  "Hemel  Hemsted.  Building  of  T.  Wood  for  Protestants,  Septem- 
ber 13th,  1828  (Methodists)." 

36.  "  Hemel  Hemsted.  House  at  Green  End  for  Protestant  Dissenters, 
March  22nd,  1833.    Certified  by  Geo.  Hall,  Jno.  Smith,  Wm.  Smith." 

37.  "  Hemel  Hemsted.  House  of  Thomas  Hopley,  Protestant  Dissenters, 
October  9th,  1834.  Thos.  Hopley,  Thos.  Bontems,  Jos.  Francis,  Jos. 
Orchard." 

The  following  account  of  the  Baptist  church,  Hemel  Hem- 
sted, is  from  a  brief  History  of  the  Herts  Baptist  Churches,  by 
H.  C.  Leonard,  M.A. : — "  Samuel  Ewer  was  probably  the  first 
pastor  of  this  church.  He  had  been  previously  one  of  the 
elders  of  the  central  church  of  Eensworth.  From  a  funeral 
sermon  preached  for  him  in  1708  we  find  that  he  was  'justly 
esteemed  by  all  men  of  probity  and  good  sense  who  had  the 
advantage  of  his  acquaintance/  that  in  his  sermons  while 
'constantly  insisting  on  the  great  and  substantial  truths  of 
Revelation '  he  '  kept  clear  from  the  extremes  of  superstition 
and  enthusiasm,  believing  that  substantial  religion  did  consist 
in  a  conformity  to  the  moral  perfections  of  the  Godhead/ 
Further,  we  are  told  that  he  '  did  forego  that  which  he  might 
have  demanded, — the  maintenance  of  himself  and  family, — 
none  the  less  on  that  account  taking  pains  in  promoting  the 
salvation  of  his  people/  He  wrote  a  book  on  baptism,  in 
reply  to  one  by  Mr.  Edward  Hitchin,  entitled  The  Infants* 
Cause  Pleaded,  Cleared,  and  VvrMccrted.  It  is  described  by 
Ivimy  as  'a  masterly  performance/  and  was  translated  into 
the  Welsh  language.  About  1718,  Dr.  Philip  James  became 
pastor.  He  was  the  only  child  of  a  wealthy  Welsh  farmer 
(born  November  1st,  1668),  by  whom  he  was  sent  to  Oxford, 
to  study  for  the  Episcopalian  ministry.  Having  embraced 
Baptist  opinions  he  was  disinherited,  and  turned  his  attention 
to  medicine  and  commenced  preaching  at  Warwick,  then  at 
Coventry,  then  at  Curborow,  near  Lichfield,  whence  he  removed 
to  Hemel  Hemsted.  At  this  time  the  meeting-house  was  in 
Marlowes,  on  the  road  leading  from  the  town  to  Boxmoor, 
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which  was  exchanged  for  a  larger  one  in  Hemsted  in  the 
year  1731.  Dr.  James  was  for  several  years  assisted  in  his 
ministry  by  the  Rev.  Francis  Walker,  with  whom  he  had 
some  differences,  and  afterwards  by  his  son,  the  Rev.  Samuel 
James,  A.M.,  who  removed  to  Hitchin,  and  by  the  Rev.  Clendon 
Dankes,  who  succeeded  him,  and  ministered  to  the  church  as 
sole  pastor  from  1751  to  his  death  in  1758.  Dr.  James  had 
supported  himself  by  keeping  a  school,  and  it  is  remarkable 
that  this  was  also  the  case  with  both  of  his  successors  after 
Mr.  Dankes,  Dr.  Morgan  Jones,  and  the  Rev.  John  Liddon. 
Dr.  Jones  was  ordained  in  1761,  and  maintained  a  high 
character  as  a  scholar  and  minister.  At  the  ordination  of  the 
Rev.  John  Liddon  in  1780,  the  celebrated  Robert  Robinson,  of 
Cambridge,  officiated.  James  Clark  was  co-pastor  with  Mr. 
Liddon,  who,  after  a  lengthened  pastorate  of  forty-three  years, 
was  compelled  to  retire  through  increasing  infirmities.  In 
1822  Edward  Steane,  for  many  years  the  well-known  minister 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  Camberwell,  ministered  to  the  church. 
From  1823  to  1845  the  church  enjoyed  the  services  of  Thomas 
Hopley,  who  was  highly  esteemed  and  very  useful  The  Rev. 
Thomas  Finch,  now  of  Twerton,  near  Bath,  succeeded  in  1845, 
the  late  Rev.  W.  Aitchison,  afterwards  of  Newport,  in  1848, 
and  the  late  Rev.  N.  Hawkes,  in  1853.  In  1857  William 
Emery,  afterwards  of  Southampton,  became  pastor.  The  pre- 
sent chapel  was  opened  in  October  1861.  There  were  after- 
wards added  to  it  a  large  schoolroom  with  eight  commodious 
class-rooms  and  a  minister's  house.  In  1865  the  Rev.  W. 
Emery  resigned  the  pastorate,  and  was  succeeded  in  the 
same  year  by  the  Rev.  W.  B.  Bliss,  now  of  Leicester,  who 
removed  to  Leamington  in  1869.  In  the  course  of  a  few 
months  the  Rev.  T.  Foston,  then  of  Norwich,  accepted  an 
invitation  to  the  pastorate.  The  church  has  a  large  Sunday- 
school  of  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  scholars,  and  supports 
a  ragged  school,  and  a  village  chapel  at  Leverstock  Green/' 

The  Independents,  who  have  had  a  place  of  worship  here 
since  1690,  deserted  their  old  chapel  a  few  years  ago  for  an 
iron  structure  costing  £600,  erected  during  the  ministry  of 
Alexander  Macintosh. 
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KENSWORTH. 
Acres,  2,453  ;  pop.,  891 ;  value,  £450. 

Clutterbuck  names  John  Wright  as  vicar  in  15G0,  and  next 
to  him  John  Syddall.  But  between  these  came  Leonard  Tuke, 
who  was  vicar  here  in  1576,  and  is  described  as  "neither 
graduate  nor  preacher."  Here,  however,  he  remained  for  nearly 
forty  years,  for  his  signature  occurs  as  late  as  1615,  "  Leonard 
Tuke,  vicar ;  Rich.  Robins,  Edwd.  Frith,  guardians,"  that  year. 
In  1610,  "May  23rd,  John  Crawley,  of  Kensworth,  is  summoned 
for  not  receiving  the  Communion  ;  he  comes  to  our  church  but 
once  a  month."  In  1611  Henry  Stringer  for  the  same  crime. 
The  name  of  Heaward,  afterwards  noted  among  the  Baptists, 
often  occurs  in  the  register.1  John  Syddall  was  instituted  to 
the  vicarage  18th  March,  1615,  and  had  been  here  twenty- 
eight  years  when  he  was  deprived,  during  which  time  the  state 
of  the  parish  must  have  been  far  from  satisfactory.  A  vicar 
who  did  not  preach  had  lived  here  forty  years,  and  a  vicar 
who  did  not  practise  for  nearly  thirty  years  more.  Archbishop 
Laud,  in  his  Account  of  his  Province,2  about  the  year  1637, 
says,  "  At  Kensworth,  in  Hertfordshire,  and  some  other  places, 
many  go  from  their  own  churches  by  troupes  after  other 
ministers,  which  is  a  common  fault  in  the  south  parts  of  that 
diocese  (Lincoln),  where  the  people  are  said  to  be  very  godly 
in  matters  of  religion."    This  is  an  important  testimony  regard- 

1  a  1615.  Joan  Heaward,  daughter  of  15th.      Elizabeth,    daughter    of    John 

Henry   Heaward,   jun.,   baptized    26th  Jordan,  baptized  29th  May,  1615.    1621, 

March."  John,  son  of  John  Siddal,  vicar,  baptized 

"  1621.  Buried  Thomas  Heaward,  delin-  June  12th.     1628,  William,  son  of  John 

quent,  April  21st."  §ydda11'    baPtized    MaT    16th-      1626. 

M 1621.  Thomas,  son  of  William  Hea-  Thomas,  son  of  John  Syddall,  baptized 

ward,  baptized  May  3rd."  April  5th.    1626,  Anne,  daughter  of  John 

"1621.  Married   Thos.    Gregory  and  Syddall,  February  8rd.    Baptized  1629, 

Elizabeth  Heaward,  October  4th."  May  22nd,  Paul ;   1682,  November  6th, 

"  1625.  Baptized  Henry,  son  of  Henry  Samuel ;   1635,  September  1st,    James ; 

Heaward,  April  19th.'*  1686,  July  4th,  Sarah  ;  1689,  April  3rd, 

"  1626.   Baptized     Thomas,     son    of  Matthew ;   1640,  August  18th,  Martha, 

Thomas  Heaward,  August  6th."  all  children  of  John  Syddall,  vicar,  and 

"1629.  Baptized  Jonathan,  son  of  Wm.  Anne  his  wife."     We  also    find  such 

Hevward,  December  6th."  entries  as,  "  1620,  buried,  John  Watkins, 

"1630.  Baptized  Jeremias,  son  of  Wm.  pauperrimus,     November     18th;    1626, 

Hevward,  July  25th."  buried     James     Noble,     stranger    and 

**  1682.  Baptized  Thomas,  son  of  Wm.  creeple ;  Rich.  Wager,  labourer,  pauper- 

Heyward,  February  24th."  rimus  •  Helen  Chambers,  vidua  pauper- 

Also   1615,    "Thomas  Tuke,   son  of  rima." 

William  Tuke,  baptized  September  3rd.  *  Lambeth  MSS.,  943,  p.  253. 
1622,  Philip,  son  of  W.  Tuke,  December 
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ing  Nonconformity  throughout  the  seventy-seven  parishes  of 
Herts  which  the  Archdeaconry  included.1 

Walker9  places  John  Syddall  in  his  list  of  sufferers  for  con- 
science1 sake ;  and  says  that  "  after  his  sequestration  he  offered 
to  officiate  in  his  church,  but  was  dragged  out  of  it  by  the 
parishioners,  and  at  length  driven  out  of  his  house  likewise, 
and  died  in  two  months  after ;  hastened  to  his  grave,  as  all 
believed,  by  his  sufferings.  Soon  after  his  vicarage  was 
supplied  successively  by  a  weaver  and  two  ploughmen." 

The  Century  gives  us  a  different  account  of  this  John 
Syddall.8 

"  68.  The  benefice  of  John  Syddall,  vicar  of  the  parish  church  of  Kens- 
worth,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  is  sequestered,  for  that  he  is  a  common 
frequenter  of  alehouses,  and  commonly  drunk ;  and  hath  several  times 
refused  to  administer  the  Sacrament  to  such  as  would  not  come  up  to  the 
rails  to  receive  the  same.  And  when  the  rails  were  taken  away  he  said 
it  was  the  beginning  of  the  abomination  of  desolation,  and  that  whore- 
mongers and  drunkards  are  as  excusable  as  those  that  goe  from  their  own 
parish  to  hear  sermons,  and  that  Papists  were  better  subjects  than  Puri- 
tans. And  he  hath  neglected  his  cure  for  several  Lord's  Days  without 
any  supply,  and  hath  expressed  great  malignancy  against  the  Parlia- 
ment." 

The  Committee  for  Plundered  Ministers,  on  August  2nd, 
1645,  ordered  u  that  the  parishioners  of  Kensworth  do  forth- 
with provide  for  the  maintenance  of  the  wife  of  Mr.  Syddall, 
from  whom  the  vicarage  of  Kensworth  is  sequestered,  as  well 
as  of  his  children,  according  to  their  agreement  heretofore  made 
before  this  Committee."  4 

The  minister  appointed  in  Syddall's  place  was  the  celebrated 
Edward  Harrison,  the  well-known  champion  of  Baptist  views. 
John  Geree,  of  St.  Albans,  speaks  of  him  as  "a  neighbour 
minister,  and  a  great  demagogue,  i.e.,  leader  of  the  people,  who 

1  The  following  is  from  the  Acta  of  cored  four  persons  of  Kensworth  for  his 

the  Archdeaconry: — "1632,  May    9th.  compurgators,  Ed.  Nodd,  Thos.  Wager, 

Officiom  Domini,  contra  Robert  Groome,  Thos.  Woodhonse,  Kichard  Woodhonse  ; 

parishioner  of  Kensworth,  for  not  coming  bat  they  were  sore  threatened  by  Thomas 

to  church.    He  introduced  as  his  com-  Lodge  and  other  neighbours  that  if  they 

purgatores  [witnesses  to  his  innocence]  went  with  him  to  perform  this  business, 

Philip  Dive,  of  Whipsnett,   in  Bedds ;  they  would  not  be  set  on  work  in  the 

Thomas  Andrew,  of  Flamstead;  John  town  or  earn  any  money  there,  which 

Bunyan,  of  ditto;  and  Christopher  Amery ,  dissuaded  them  to  come. " 

of  Caddington,  in  Herts.   Then  Dominus  *  Suffering*  of  the  Clergy,  ii.  365. 

asked  why  he  did  not  bring  his  compur-  *  Wnite's  Century,  p.  82. 

gators  from  the  parish  of  Kensworth  two  4  Add.  MSB.,  15669,  foL  126. 
in  number.    He  replied  that  he  had  pro- 
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hath  attempted  the  oppugnation  of  my  arguments " ;  and 
Edwards1  speaks  of  him  as  "one  Master  Harrison,  about 
St.  Albans  side/'  naming  him  among  "  preachers  who  some- 
time were  ministers  in  the  Church  of  England,  but  now  great 
sectaries,  of  whose  strange  preachings  and  practices  I  shall 
hereafter  give  an  account."  He  is  mentioned  in  a  letter  of 
Capt.  R  Deane  to  Barlow,  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  thus :  "  About 
this  time  there  were  many  ministers,  some  who  had  been 
before  ordained,  and  others  who  were  admitted  to  parochial 
and  other  public  charges,  among  whom  of  my  acquaintance 
were  .  .  .  Mr.  Edward  Harrison  and  Mr.  Daniel  Dyke,  and 
some  others  in  or  near  Hertfordshire,  did  openly  profess,  and 
some  of  them  write  and  publish  their  opinions  concerning  the 
proper  subjects  and  manner  of  baptism."  Edward  Harrison  is 
further  named  by  the  Commissioners  of  1650  as  still  officiating 
here,  and  here  he  seems  to  have  laboured  with  great  earnest- 
ness till  1656,  when  he  removed  to  London,  where  he  is 
mentioned  by  Crosby  among  the  sufferers  for  conscience'  sake.2 
There  is  abundant  proof  that  the  Baptists  were  very  strong 
here  during  the  Commonwealth,  and  the  parochial  registers  of 
the  neighbouring  parish  of  Flamstead  contain  several  entries 
of  the  births  of  unbaptized  children,  the  words  "  not  baptized  " 
being  sometimes  added.  Edward  Harrison  was  succeeded  by 
John  Goodman,  who  was  certified,  30th  April,  1657,  as  a 
worthy  minister  by  John  King,  John  Marsh,  Wm.  Eeles, 
Nathan  Cotton,  Jonas  Cotton,  John  Warren,  of  Hemel  Hem- 
sted,  Nath.  Eeles,  of  Harpenden,  Thos.  Arnold,  of  Northchurch, 
and  W.  Retchford,  of  St.  Albans."8  On  December  1st,  1657, 
there  is  an  order  for  the  payment  of  Mr.  John  Goodman,  vicar 
of  Kensworth.  He  remained  a  little  over  two  years,  and  in 
June  1659  James  Baileman  was  appointed,  but  only  to  be 
ejected  at  the  end  of  1660,  when  Isaac  Bringhurst  was  put  in. 

u  January  6th,  1659-60.  Whereas  the  vicarage  of  the  pariah  church  of 
Kensworth,  in  ye  county  of  Hertford,  exceedeth  not  ye  yearly  value  of 
£30,  and  the  lease  of  the  rectory  of  Kensworth  aforesaid,  parcel  of  the 
possessions  of  the  late  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Paul's,  London,  is  lately 
expired,  ordered  that  the  yearly  sum  of  £70  he  granted  out  of  ye  tithes 

1  fiangraenaj  Part  III.,  81.  iv.  251.    Iviiay,  i.  294,  ii.  407. 

*  History  of  the  Baptist*,  ii.,  lvii.,  and  3  Lambeth  MSS.,  998,  980. 
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of  ye  said  rectory  to  and  for  increase  of  the  maintenance  of  such  godly 
and  painful  preachers  of  ye  Gospell  as  shall  be  from  time  to  time  duly 
settled  ministers  of  ye  said  church,  and  approved  of  as  by  authority  of 
Parliament  is  directed,  and  that  the  same  be  from  time  to  time  paid  unto 
Mr.  James  Baileman,  present  minister  of  ye  said  parish  church,  of  whose 
godly  conversation,  ability,  and  fitness  for  the  said  place  these  Trustees 
have  received  good  testimony.  To  hold  unto  him  from  ye  24th  June  last 
for  such  time  as  he  shall  continue  faithfully  to  discharge  ye  duty  of  ye 
minister  of  ye  said  parish  church.  And  that  Mr.  Francis,  Church  receiver, 
doe  pay  the  same  unto  ye  said  Mr.  Baileman  accordingly.  And  it  is 
further  ordered  that  upon  setting  out  so  much  of  the  tithes  of  ye  said 
rectory  as  will  make  up  ye  said  vicarage  £100  a  yeare,  due  course  shall  be 
taken  for  annexing  ye  same,  according  to  Act  of  Parliament  in  that 
behalf. —Jo.  Thorowgood,  Wm.  Steele,  Jo.  Pocock,  Ri.  Yong,  Wm. 
Skynner."  April  27th,  1660.  Upon  consideration  had  of  the  time  of  the 
determination  of  the  late  lease  of  the  rectory  of  Eensworth,  in  the  county 
of  Hertford,  ordered  that  three  months'  time  be  allowed  to  the  present 
tenant  of  the  said  tithes  for  payment  of  his  rent  from  and  after  the 
respective  feast  daies  limited  for  payment  thereof  ;  within  three  months 
after  the  said  daies  as  aforesaid  noe  advantage  shall  be  taken  against  him 
for  his  'non-payment  thereof  whatsoever." — Lambeth  MSS..  Augmenta- 
tions, 987. 

Isaac  Bringhurst  disappears  in  1662,  and  in  1663  we  meet  with 
the  following  entry : — "October  8th,  1663,  baptized  Sarah,  the 
daughter  of  Bishop  Lyster,  vicar,"  who  seems  to  have  remained 
till  his  death  in  1680.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  baptisms  are 
very  scanty  in  the  Kensworth  registers ;  indeed,  from  1662  to 
1665,  i.e.f  three  years  inclusive,  only  two  baptisms  are  reported, 
one  of  them  being  the  vicar's  own  child. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  vicars  here,  1560 — 1662  : — 

1576.  Leonard  Tuke.  1659.  James  Baileman. 

1615.  John  Syddall.  1660.  Isaac  Bringhurst. 

1643.  Edward  Harrison.  1663.  Bishop  Lvster. 
1657.  John  Goodman. 

Previous  to  the  Toleration  Act,  the  headquarters  of  the 
Hertfordshire  Baptists  were  at  Kensworth,  whither  resorted 
many  who  resided  in  upwards  of  thirty  villages  and  towns  of 
Herts  and  Bedfordshire.  On  the  cessation  of  persecution  this 
large  scattered  community  was  broken  up  into  many  local 
churches,  amongst  which  were  those  at  St.  Albans  and 
Hemel  Hemsted.  In  1675  the  records  of  the  church  at 
Kensworth  filled  four  folio  volumes.     These  were  removed 
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to  London  by  an  expelled  member,  and  never  recovered.1 
Having  already  given  some  account  of  this  church  in  connec- 
tion with  St.  Albans,  the  following  registrations  of  places  of 
worship  in  the  parish  are  all  that  need  be  added  here : — 

1.  "17.  Kensworth.  A  place  of  religious  worship  here  certified  to  the 
Justices  at  Mich.  Sessions,  1690." 

2.  "23.  Kensworth.  Anabaptists,  certified  by  Thos.  Hayward,  of  Kens- 
worth,  Mich.  Sessions,  1690." 

3.  "  These  are  to  certify  that  we  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed, 
being  Protestant  Dissenters,  have  set  apart  a  dwelling-house  of  John 
Frost,  in  the  parish  of  Kensworth,  as  a  place  for  the  religious  worship  of 
Almighty  God,  and  request  that  you  may  register  it  pursuant,  etc.  John 
Frost,  John  Read,  Francis  Emerston,  Wm.  Iredale,  Jas.  Wright,  Geo. 
Bingham.    Beg.  17th  November,  1807." 

4.  "  Kensworth.  The  dwelling-house  of  David  Taylor  certified  for  Pro- 
testant Dissenters  10th  April,  1810,  by  David  Taylor,  John  Coates,  Wm. 
Tredale,  John  Bead,  Hen.  Bradshaw,  Jas.  Wright,  Geo.  Bingham." 

5.  "  Kensworth.  A  chapel,  Wesleyans,  December  4th,  1830,  certified 
by  Wm.  Pollard." 


KING'S  LAXGLEV. 
Acres,  3,461  ;  pop.,  1,464;  value  £430. 

King  Richard  II.,  the  guest  of  the  Abbot  of  St.  Albans  in 
1381,  was,  as  Fuller  puts  it,  "huddled  into  his  grave  at  Langley 
in  Hertfordshire,  in  October  1399,  and  his  body  remained  here 
fourteen  yeares."  "It  is  probable,"  says  Fuller,  "that  the 
obscurity  of  his  burial  gave  lustre  to  the  report  that  he  was 
still  alive."2 

John  Fox,  in  his  Acts  and  Monuments?  names  among  the 
Lollards  accused  in  the  Diocese  of  Lincoln,  in  the  year  1521, 
"  William  Dobset,  of  King's  Langley,  denounced  for  saying 
that  images  stood  for  nothing,  and  that  pilgrimage  served  to 
spend  folks'  money  and  nothing  else.  Further,  that  offering 
candles  or  other  things  to  saints  stood  in  no  stead,  and  was 
but  cost  lost.  Also,  when  his  wife  was  going  on  pilgrimage, 
he  asked,  'Whither?'  and  she  said,  'To  our  Lady  of  Willes- 
den/    '  Our  lady/  said  he, '  is  in  heaven/  " 

•  See  Part  I.,  chap.  11.  3  Vol  ii.  (folio  ed.),  p.  37. 

2  Fuller,  Church  Hittory,  i.  483. 
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The  penance  enjoined  on  these  parties  by  John  Longland, 
Bishop  of  Lincoln,  was  almost  uniform,  namely,  to  be  impri- 
soned as  a  penitent  in  the  neighbouring  monastery.  By  his 
labour  within  he  was  to  earn  meat  and  drink ;  but  he  must 
not  pass  the  precincts  of  the  monastery.  In  a  word,  forced 
servitude  and  imprisonment.  The  accusers  of  Dorset  were 
John  a  Lee,  Thomas  White,  and  Thomas  Clerke. 

We  meet  with  many  Cartwrights  in  this  parish  from  1576 
downwards,1  and  with  the  names  of  the  children  of  William. 
Coe,  minister  in  1581,  and  his  burial,  August  5th,  1587.  He 
was  succeeded  by  Gregory  Grove,  who  had  a  daughter  baptized 
here  November  5th,  1604,  and  who,  in  1610,  July  23rd,  signs 
the  marriage  register  of  Roger  Partridge  and  Jane  Kentish, — 
"  Gregory  Grove,  minister,  John  Hill  and  James  King,  church- 
wardens." At  this  date  we  find  the  following  inventory  of 
church  goods  of  King's  Langley : — "  Imprimis,  one  Bible  of  the 
largest  volume,  a  service  book,  the  paraphrase  of  Erasmus,  the 
First  Book  of  Homilies.  Item,  a  Communion  table,  two  covers, 
one  of  crimson  and  one  of  woolen  for  the  Communion  table, 
a  register  book  of  parchment,  two  chests,  one  with  three  locks 
and  keys  for  the  register  book,  one  surplesse,  five  bells,  a  long 
ladder."  On  April  28th,  1617,  there  is  this  certificate :— "  We 
have  no  recusants  in  our  parish,  and  all  parishioners  have 
received  the  Holy  Communion  this  last  Easter.  Gregorie 
Grove,  minister,  Wm.  Kelsbye,  Jas.  Dell,  Gard."  Gregory- 
Grove  signs  still  in  1627  ;  but  he  was  buried  on  December  14th 
of  that  year.3  His  successor  was  inducted  before  his  death, 
"  John  Southen,  indue,  20th  November,  1627."  In  his  time, 
"  24th  May,  1632,  Richard  Fermarie,  of  King's  Langley,  was 
presented  for  not  receiving  the  Communion."  Southen  was 
here  six  years,  till  his  death,  for  we  find  the  baptism  of  two 
children  of  his,3  and  on  March  7th,  1634-5,  Thomas  Juice,  MJL, 

1  Richard,  eon  of  John  Cartwright,  Thomas,  son  of  Robert  Cartwright,  Jann- 
baptized,  November  17th,  1576.  Henry,  ary  16th,  1632.  Also  Arthur  Pigg,  gen- 
ditto,  February  21st,  1578 ;  Mary,  daugh-  tleman,  buried  6th  October,  1586. 
ter, ditto,  July 7th,  1583;  Alice, daughter  *  "Gregory  Grove,  vicar  of  King's 
of  Robert  Cartwright,  buried  January  Langley,  buried  December  14th,  1627* 
2nd,  1584-5;  Robert,  son  of  Robert  3  "Mary,  daughter  of  John  Southen, 
Cartwright,  baptized  3rd  January,  1589  ;  vicar,  and  Ann  ux.  March  31st,  1629  ; 
Daniel,  son  of  John  Cartwright, baptized  John,  son,  ditto,  June  26th,  1630."  We 
25th  February,  1592;  Elisha,  son  of  also  find, "  1634-5,  John  Southen,  minister, 
Richard  Cartwright,  19th  July,  1629  ;  buried  February  18th." 
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was  inducted  per  mortem  vlt  vie.  Thomas  Juice1  was  one  of 
those  ministers  who  quietly  held  his  ground  in  his  sphere  of 
labour  through  all  the  changes  of  the  Commonwealth ;  who 
was  esteemed  by  both  parties  as  a  moderate  man,  and  beloved 
by  his  parishioners,  and  who  held  on  his  living  undisturbed  at 
the  Restoration-  It  is  clear  from  the  registers  of  King's 
Langley  that  Thomas  Juice  came  in  1634,  and  that  he  con- 
tinued here  until  his  death  in  1070.  We  find  the  baptisms  of 
several  children-2  The  following  references  to  Mr.  Juice  occur 
in  the  Minutes  of  the  Commonwealth  Committees : — 

•*  August  23rd,  1650.  Whereas  the  Com*"  for  Plundered  Ministers  by 
their  order,  17th  September,  1647,  have  granted  the  yearly  rent  of  £10 
reserved  to  the  Bishop  of  Ely  out  of  the  Improp.  Rectory  of  King's 
Langley,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  to  and  for  increase  of  the  mainten- 
ance of  Thomas  Juice,  minister  of  the  Parish  Church  of  King's  Langley 
aforesaid,  the  vicarage  whereof  is  not  worth  above  £30  a-year.  It  is 
ordered  that  Mr.  John  Hawley,  Receiver  of  the  said  rent,  doe  forthwith 
pay  unto  the  said  Mr.  Juice  the  summe  of  £5,  being  one  half-year's  rent 
of  the  premisses  to  him  due  on  or  about  the  5th  day  of  March  last,  the 
said  Mr.  Hawley  taking  the  said  Mr.  Juice  his  acquittance  for  the  receipt 
thereof.'1'  u  February  22nd,  1653.  Ordered  that  before  any  augmentation 
be  paid  unto  Mr.  Thomas  Juice,  minister  of  King's  Langley,  he  produce 
a  certificate  under  the  hands  of  some  godly  and  able  preachers  of  the 
Gospel,  testifying  his  piety,  ability,  and  painfulness  in  the  ministry.™ 
"July  15th,  1656.  Upon  consideration  had  of  the  information  now 
given  concerning  Mr.  Juice,  minister  of  Langley  Regis,  in  the  county  of 
Hertford,  it  is  ordered  that  upon  his  producing  a  certificate  of  his  appro- 
bation from  the  Com**  for  approbation  of  publique  preachers,  the 
Trustees  will  take  the  petition  into  further  consideration.  Jo.  Thorow- 
good.  Edw.  Cressett,  Ri.  Sydenham,  Jo.  Humfrey,  Jo.  Pocock."* 

1  Calamy  mentions  a  minister  of  this  Juice,  minister,  and  Margaret,  his  wife, 

name  as  ejected  from  Worcester,  and  April   10th,    1645;   Mary,   daughter  of 

describes  him  as  a  sober,  grave,  serious,  Thomas   Juice,    minister   of   Langley, 

peaceable,  blameless,  able  minister.    He  March    23rd,    1647 ;    George,     son    of 

lost    £100  per  annum  by  his  ejection,  Thomas    Juice,    minister   of    Langley, 

and  afterwards,  for  a  livelihood  for  him-  June   18th,   1651."     We  then  find  the 

*elf,  his  wife,  and  three    children,  he  burial   of   a    son,   John,    October  6th, 

taught  a  little  school  till  the  passing  of  1660,  and  of   "Master  Thomas  Juice, 

the  Corporation*  Act,  when  he  was  forced  buried  the  29th  April,  1670."    Thus  it 

to  abscond.    He  was  afterwards  pastor  appears  that  the  Thomas   Trite  named 

of  a  congregation  at  Reading,  in  Berks,  (Cussans)  as  vicar  in  1684  is  none  other 

where  he  died.  than  Thomas  Juice,  badly  written,  who 

'  **  George,  son  of  Thomas  Juice,  vicar,  came   at  that   date,  and  remained  till 

and  Margaret,  his  wife,  January  2nd,  1670. 

1637;    Dorothy,   daughter    of    Thomas  3  Lambeth  MSS.,  Augmentations,  979. 

Juice,  minister.  May  21st,  1640;  Thomas,  4  fbul.,  975. 

son  of  Thomas  Juice,  minister,  January  *  J  bid.,  972,  fol.  565. 
9th,   1642;  Alice,  daughter  of  Thomas 

29 
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The  following  is  a  list  of  the  ministers  here,  1576 — 1662 : — 

1576.  William  Coe.  1627.  John  Southen. 

1587.  Gregory  Grore.  1635.  Thomas  Juice,  ob.  1670. 

William  Jenkyn,  ejected  from  Christ's  Church,  London,  came 
to  reside  at  a  house  which  he  had  at  Langley,  in  Herts.  While 
there  he  preached  every  Lord's  Day,  and  through  the  good 
providence  of  God,  met  with  but  little  disturbance.  Upon 
the  Indulgence  of  1672  he  returned  to  London,  but  was  after- 
wards committed  to  Newgate  for  preaching,  and  died  there, 
January  19th,  1685,  aged  seventy-two.  A  nobleman  having 
heard  of  his  happy  release,  said  to  the  King,  "  May  it  please 
your  Majesty,  Jenkyn  has  got  his  liberty."  Upon  which  he 
asked  with  eagerness,  "Aye  ?  who  gave  it  him  ?"  The  nobleman 
replied,  "A  greater  than  your  Majesty,  the  King  of  kings,'" 
with  which  the  King  seemed  greatly  struck,  and  remained 
silent.1 

Upon  the  death  of  Thomas  Juice,  Edward  Carter,  M.A.,  was- 
appointed  to  King's  Langley,  26th  July,  1670,  and  in  "  1672, 
September  11th,  Wm.  Ewer,  gentleman,  was  buried  by  Wm. 
Covert,  curate."  On  September  16th,  1674,  "Joseph  Ewer,  of 
King's  Langley,  was  presented  for  not  coming  to  church,"  and 
in  September,  1682,  "  John  King  and  John  lines,  guardians,, 
doe  present  the  want  of  a  surplesse." 

At  Chipperfield,  in  this  parish,  the  Nonconformists  have  long 
maintained  a  footing.  The  following  are  the  records  of  certi- 
fied places  of  worship  that  we  have  discovered : — 

1.  "22.  At  Chipperfield,  a  place  certified  for  Religions  Worship  for 
Protestant  Dissenters  by  John  Carter,  Michaelmas  Sessions,  1690." 

2.  "65.  At  Chipperfield,  a  place,  etc.,  certified  by  Wm  Knight,  of 
Chipperfield,  Epiphany  Sessions,  1692." 

3.  "  These  are  to  certifie  that  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters 
doe  intend  to  meet  for  Religious  Worship  to  be  holden  by  the  Presby- 
terians or  Independents  at  the  Dwelling  House  of  John  Andrews,  in 
Chipperfield,  in  the  parish  of  King's  Langley,  in  the  county  of  Hertford. 
Witness  our  hands  this  25th  day  of  May,  1708.  Tho.  Norrisj  John  Wing- 
field,  John  Rose.     Registered  25th  May,  1708." 

4.  "  These  are  to  certifie  whom  it  may  concern  that  there  is  a  Meeting 
Place  for  Religious  Worship  to  be  holden  by  the  Presbyterians  or 
Independents  at  the  Dwelling  House  of  John  Winkfield,  in  Chipperfield, 
in  the  parish  of  King's  Langley.    Subscribed  by  us  April  8th,  1717,  being 

1  Palmer's  Noncon.  Memorial,,  i.  111. 
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all  inhabiters  of  the  said  Parish.    John  Andrew,  John  Rose,  Wm.  How. 
Registered  April  29th,  1717." 

5.  "A  house  at  Chipperfield,  in  the  parish  of  King's  Langley,  by  a 
Congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters  called  Baptists,  July  13th,  1777. 
Hugh  Giles,  minister,  Wm.  Davis,  J.  L.  Davis,  Francis  Morton,  James 
Blake,  Humphry  Read,  Thos.  DelL" 

6.  u  We  whose  names  . .  .  desire  that  a  Dwelling  House  known  by  the 
name  of  Stone  Wall  House,  at  Chipperfield,  in  the  parish  of  King's 
Langley,  now  in  the  occupation  of  Thos.  Darver,  carpenter,  may  be 
registered  for  a  place  of  Religious  Worship  for  Protestant  Dissenters, 
pursuant,  etc.  December  6th,  1800.  Nathan  Sharman,  Jas.  Blake,  Thos. 
Dell,  Joseph  Baldwin,  Jas.  Cannon,  John  Johnson,  John  Beeson.  Regis- 
tered 12th  December,  1800." 

7.  "  King's  Langley,  Dwelling  House  and  premises  of  Thos.  Phipps 
for  Protestant  Dissenters,  29th  June,  1810.  Certified  by  John  Q-eard, 
John  Geard,  jun.,  Jno.  Tapp." 

8.  M  King's  Langley.  Dwelling  House  of  John  Nash  and  Wm.  Clariage, 
for  Protestant  Dissenters,  10th  November,  1810.  Wm.  Turner,  Thos. 
Phipps,  Thos.  Johnson." 

9.  "  King's  Langley,  Dwelling  House  and  premises  at  Chipperfield,  for 
Protestant  Dissenters,  19th  January,  1811.  Jos.  Stringal,  Jno.  Steppart, 
Thos.  Groom,  Jas.  King,  Benj.  Child.1' 

10.  "  King's  Langley,  House  of  W.  King,  Protestant  Dissenters, 
October  20th,  1825.  W.  King,  Jas.  Young,  W.  Smith,  J.  Nash,  Hen. 
Wootaon." 

The  Baptists  date  their  footing  at  Chipperfield  from  a  prayer- 
meeting  held  about  seventy  years  ago  at  a  house  near  Rose 
Hall  which  was  said  to  be  haunted.  Some  years  afterwards 
a  Mr.  Springwell  opened  his  house  at  Penman's  Green  for 
Divine  worship ;  the  preachers  came  from  Chenies.  A  barn 
was  next  fitted  up,  where  Mr.  Baker  preached ;  and  in  1825 
an  evangelist  named  Davies  was  placed  here  by  the  Herts 
Union.  From  1827  to  1838  Mr.  Lewis,  of  Chenies,  acted  as 
pastor,  and  a  chapel  was  built.  A  young  working-man  named 
Cousins  also  preached  for  two  years  and  a  half.  From  1846 
to  1850  S.  Cowdy,  LL.D.,  was  here.  After  him  D.  Hancock, 
D.  Evans,  and  W.  Edwards  were  successively  pastors.  In 
1857  William  Fisk  was  ordained,  and  ministered  zealously  for 
fourteen  years.  Three  enlargements  of  the  chapel  have  been 
made.     In  1872  S.  Couling  became  pastor.1 

1  Abridged  from  a  History  of  the  Baptist  Association  compiled  by  H.  C. 
churches  forming  the  Herts  and  Beds      Leonard,  M.A. 
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NORTH  MIMMS. 
Acres,  4,966  j  pop.,  1,266;  value,  £350. 

"In  1472,"  says  Fuller,1  "King  Edward  IV.  was  feasted  in 
More  Park,  iu  this  parish,  by  Archbishop  Neville,  and  after- 
wards he  seized  on  the  Archbishop's  estate,  valued  at  £20,000, 
and  found  a  mitre  of  his  so  rich  that  he  made  himself  a  crown 
out  of  it.  The  Archbishop  was  sent  to  Calais,  and  was  kept 
bound  in  extreme  poverty.  He  was  afterwards  restored  to  his 
liberty  and  archbishopric,  but  never  to  the  cheerfulness  of  his 
spirit,  drooping  till  the  day  of  his  death."  John  More,  the 
father  of  Sir  Thomas,  held  this  manor  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VII. ; 
here  Thomas  More  was  born,  and  here  he  wrote  his  Utopia. 
Erasmus,  who  reckoned  Sir  Thomas  More  among  his  friends, 
often  visited  him  here  and  received  his  hospitality. 

North  Mimms  was  likewise  the  birthplace  of  Henry  and 
Edmund  Peacham,  and  Henry  Peacham's  celebrated  work, 
The  Compleat  Gentleman,  contains  references  to  the  place. 
"  In  the  time  of  Edward  VI.,"  he  writes,2  "  lived  meny  John 
Heywood,  who  wrote  his  Epigrams,  as  also  Sir  Thomas  More 
his  Utopia,  in  the  parish  where  1  was  born, — North  Mimmes 
in  Hertfordshire,  near  to  St.  Albans, — where  either  of  them 
dwelt,  and  had  fair  possessions."  With  reference  to  his  school 
days  he  tells  us,  "  I  had,  I  remember  myself,  near  St.  Albans, 
in  Hertfordshire,  where  I  was  born,  a  master  who  by  no 
entreaty  would  teach  any  scholar  he  had  farther  than  his 
father  had  learned  before  him ;  as,  if  he  had  only  learned  but 
to  read  English,  the  son,  though  he  went  with  him  seven  years 
should  go  no  further.  His  reason  was,  they  would  then  prove 
saucy  rogues,  and  controle  their  fathers."  And  he  adds,  "  Yet 
these  are  they  that  oftentimes  have  our  hopeful  gentry  under 
their  charge  and  tuition,  to  bring  them  up  in  science  and 
civility."3  He  also  gives  us  this  interesting  glimpse  of  the 
habits  of  the  time :  "  Within  these  fifty  or  threescore  years  it 
was  a  rare  thing  with  us  in  England  to  see  a  drunken  man, 
our  nation  carrying  the  name  of  the  most  sober  of  any  in  the 
world.     But  since  we  had  to  do  in  the  quarrel  of  the  Nether 

>  Church  History,  i  528.  3  Ibid.,  p.  27. 

The  Compleat  Gentleman,  ed.  8,  p.  95. 
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lands  about  the  time  of  Sir  John  Norrice  his  first  being  there, 
the  custom  of  drinking  and  pledging  healths  was  brought  over 
into  England,  wherein  let  the  Dutch  be  their  own  judges  if 
we  equal  them  not;  yea,  I  think  we  rather  excell  them/'1 

We  have  already  spoken  of  Edmund  Peacham,  who  in  his 
early  life  was  curate  at  Ridge.  As  to  the  part  which  Sir 
Francis  Bacon  took  against  him,  Mr.  Gardiner  admits  that  Bacon 
was  entirely  in  the  wrong.  The  notes  and  copy  of  a  sermon 
found  in  Peacham's  study — never  printed,  never  preached — 
were  seized,  and  made  the  ground  of  a  charge  of  treason.  Chief 
Justice  Coke  declared  they  were  not  treasonable,  and  so  did 
the  other  judges;  but  Bacon  advised  the  King  to  the  unjust 
act  of  consulting  the  judges  one  by  one  privately,  laying  before 
them  untested  evidence.  Even  then,  though  two  found  treason 
in  the  papers,  Coke  still  asserted  there  was  not.  And  Bacon 
then  "  did  not  scruple  to  advise  that  a  false  rumour  should  be 
deliberately  spread,  to  the  effect  that  the  only  difference  of 
opinion  had  been  on  the  question  whether  the  publication  of 
a  treasonable  writing  was  necessary  to  bring  the  writer  under 
the  penalties  of  treason."  Peacham  wa3  accordingly  sent  to 
Somerset,  and  tried ;  Montague,  who  had  already  pronounced 
against  him,  bein^  sent  down  as  one  of  the  judges.  He  was, 
of  course,  found  guilty,  and  sentenced  to  bs  hanged, — a  sentence 
which  was  anticipated  by  the  poor  man's  death  in  prison. 
Bacon  thus  had  a  main  hand  in  Edmund  Peacham's  unjust 
condemnation  and  death ;  and  what  is,  if  possible,  worse,  he 
was  one  of  the  few  who  consented  to  the  King's  order  for  the 
torturing  of  Peacham,  and  was  present,  and  one  of  the  inquisi- 
tors, during  the  torturing  of  the  aged  minister.  "  The  old  man 
was  accordingly  tortured,"  writes  Gardiner,2  "in  the  vain 
expectation  that  he  would  reveal  a  plot  which  existed  only  in 
the  imagination  of  the  councillors.  He  suffered  in  silence." 
Such  was  the  behaviour  of  Francis  Bacon  against  his  neigh- 
bour who  had  been  born  in  this  parish  of  North  Mimms,  not 
six  miles  from  Gorhambury,  and  peradventure  had  been  his 
schoolfellow  as  a  boy  at  St.  Albans,  or  had  at  least  been  known 
to  him  as  a  curate  at  the  neighbouring  parish  of  Ridge. 

From  the  registers  in  the  Archdeaconry  of  Huntingdon  it 

»  Ibid.,  p.  272.  9  ffittory  of  England,  1608—1616,  vol.  ii.,  p.  181  sqq. 
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appears  that  Henry  Peachaw,  B.A.,  ad  cone,  lie.,  was  vicar  in 
1581.  Thomas  Young  signs  as  vicar  in  1623.  John  Barley 
and  Edw.  Archdale,  churchwardens.  Thomas  Young  signs 
every  year  down  to  1641.1  Walker  mentions  among  his 
"  sufferers "  John  Clark,  vicar  of  North  Mimms,  and  adds, 
"  This  I  take  to  be  the  living  which  he  lost.  He  was  also  for 
his  loyalty  banished  unto  one  of  the  Caribbee  Islands.  Some 
of  the  family  came  at  last  to  be  relieved  by  the  charity  of  the 
corporation  just  now  mentioned.'? 2  John  Clark  was  restored 
to  this  living  in  1660,  made  D.D.  of  Oxford,3  and  he  lived  for 
twenty  years  as  vicar  here  till  his  death  in  1681. 

During  the  Commonwealth  there  was  an  order  dated  Octo- 
ber 7th,  1645,  that  John  Grubb,  Esq.,  shall  forthwith  pay  to 
Thomas  Andrewes,  minister  of  North  Mimms,  all  the  profits 
due  to  him  for  the  cure  of  the  said  church.4  This  Thomas 
Andre wes  was  in  1662  ejected  from  Wellingborough,  North- 
ampton, and  is  described  by  Calamy 5  as  a  man  of  great  courage 
and  boldness.  He  was  from  Cambridge  University,  and  after 
four  years'  residence  here  he  removed  to  Wellingborough.  He 
was  followed  in  1648  by  John  Lloyd,  who  is  named  by  the 
Commissioners  as  vicar  here  in  1650,6  and  was  ejected  in 
1660  to  make  way  for  Clark.  In  1656  a  vote  of  £20  for  his 
maintenance  was  passed.     It  is  as  follows : — 

"September  19th,  1656.  Ordered  that  the  yearly  sum  of  £20  be  and 
the  same  is  hereby  grannted  to  the  minister  of  North  Mimmes,  in  the 
county  of  Hertford,  to  and  for  increase  of  his  maintenance,  His  Highness 
and  the  Oonnoell  having  approved  of  the  Bame  graunt.  And  that  the 
same  be  from  time  to  time  paid  unto  Mr.  John  Lloyd,  minister  of  North 
Mimmes  aforesaid  (approved  according  to  the  ordinance  for  approbation 
of  publique  preachers)  out  of  the  rents  and  profitts  hereafter  mentioned, — 

1  The  following  are  the  more  striking  beth   his  wife,  baptized  January   7th. 

entries:— "1617.   John    Michel  buried  1688.  Robert  Chaulkley,  of  St.  Peter's, 

14th  September ;  Jas.  Pays,  Wm.  How,  and  Mary  Harwood,  of  North  Mimms, 

churchwardens.    1621.  Thomas  Glover,  married  April  27th.    1689.   Constance, 

son  of  Thos.  Glover,  gentleman,  bap-  daughter  of  Mr.  Stephen  VasselL,  rector 

tized  6th  June.    1624.  Mr.  Danyell,  ser-  of  Pepley,  in  Essex,  by  Mary  his  wife, 

vant  to  ye  king,  buried  26th  February.  baptized  4th  April.     1639,   16th   July, 

Mrs.  Roberts,  wife  of  Mr.  John  Roberts,  Coningsby,  t»on  of  Mr.  Thos.  Williams, 

buried  12th  February.    1627.  February  by  Ann  bis  wife,  baptized.     1639-10, 2nd 

14th,   Edm.  Faldo,  gentleman,   buried.  March,  Mrs.  Ann  Moore  buried." 

1628.  Sir  Francis  Coningsby,  Kt.,  buried  *  Walker,  ii.  219. 

11th    December,   1688.    George    Oliver  3  Kennet,  RegigUr,  p.  332. 

and  Anna  Roberts  married   6th  May.  *  Add.  MSS.,  15669,  fol.  185. 

1688.  Ann,    daughter    of  Mr.    Thomas  5  Continuation,  637. 

Meautis,  buried  7th  September.    1637.  6  Lambeth  Survey,  1650  ;  Lansdowne 

William,  son  of  Wm.  Hay  ward,  by  Eliza-  MSS.,  459. 
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viz.,  the  yearly  sum  of  £3  6a.  8d.  out  of  the  tithes  of  Wild  and  Caldecott, 
the  yearly  pension  of  £6  4&  issuing  oat  of  Aldenham,  the  yearly  sum  of 
£5  6*.  oat  of  the  rectory  of  Broxborne,  and  the  further  yearly  sum  of 
£10  16*.  oat  of  the  rectory  of  Caddington,  within  the  county  of  Hertford 
and  amounting  on  the  whole  to  the  said  yearly  sum  of  £20,  the  same  to 
be  acoompted  from  January  1st,  1655,  and  to  be  from  time  to  time  con- 
tinued and  paid  to  the  said  Mr.  Lloyd  for  such  time  as  he  shall  discharge 
the  duty  of  the  minister  of  the  said  place  or  untill  further  order  of  these 
trustees.  And  Mr.  Francis  Church,  receiver,  is  hereby  appointed  to  pay 
the  same  unto  him  accordingly,  provided  this  order  be  first  entered  with 
the  auditor.  Jo.  Thorowgood,  Edw.  Cressett,  Bi.  Sydenham,  Jo.  Pocock, 
Bi.  Yong."> 

After  Clark  was  appointed  and  Lloyd  ejected  in  1660,  the 
penal  laws  against  Nonconformists  were  enforced  here.  In 
1663,  October  30th,  Philip  Adams  was  presented  for  not  paying 
his  rate  to  the  repair  of  the  church,  8s.  9d.  Also  Jasper  Lapish 
for  the  like,  Is.  Fined  20s.  On  3rd  January,  1664,  Robert 
Swanley,  Nathanael  Francis,  C.  Clarke,  John  Todd,  Geo.  Long, 
all  of  North  Mimms,  were  presented  and  fined  for  not  attending 
•church.     No  other  offence  is  named. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  vicars,  1581—1662  :— 

1581.  Henry  Peacham.  1645.  Thomas  Andiewes. 

John  Jackson.  1648.  John  Lloyd. 

1623.  Thomas  Young.  1660.  John  Clark  restored. 
1641.  John  Clark. 

The  following  place  of  worship  was  certified  in  this  parish 
for  Protestant  Dissenters : — 

'We  whose  names,  etc.,  desire  that  a  dwelling-house  in  the  parish  of 
North  Mimms,  now  in  the  occupation  of  Michael  Whitbread,  may  be 
registered  as  a  place  of  religious  worship  for  Protestant  Dissenters  pur- 
suant, etc.  June  11th,  1776,  John  Geard,  Jos.  Button.  Beg.  19th  June, 
1776."  * 


PUTTENHAM. 
Acres,  690  j  pop.,  128;  value,  £1G6. 

Christopher  XJrswick  was  settled  as  vicar  of  this  parish 
for  about  three  years,  from  1482 — 1485.  He  has  left  his  mark 
here  in  the  singular  and  beautiful  roof  of  the  nave,  which 
strikingly  resembles  parts    of  St.    George's,   Windsor.      He 

»  Lambeth  MSa,  Augmentation*,  972,  *  Meeting   House   Book,    Archd.    of 

fol.  594,  5.  Huntingdon. 
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belonged  to  the  family  of  Urswick,  at  Urswick,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Furness  Abbey,  well-known  benefactors  of  that 
abbey.  He  was  Almoner  to  Henry  VI L,  and  employed  by 
him  on  several  important  embassies.  He  became  Dean  of 
Windsor,  and  during  his  stay  there  rebuilt  the  Deanery,  and 
founded  the  Urswick  Chapel  in  St.  Georges  there.  He  was  a 
friend  and  patron  of  Erasmus,  who  dedicated  to  him  one  of  his 
Translations  from  Lucian,  and  who  received  from  him  the 
present  of  a  horse.  He  belonged  to  that  branch  of  the  Urswick 
family  who  sided  with  the  House  of  Lancaster,  the  other 
branch,  after  the  defeat  at  St.  Albans,  having  with  the 
Harringtons  settled  in  Shropshire.  He  was  specially  distin- 
guished for  his  refusal  of  preferments.  "  I  have  not  heard,"  says 
Weever,  "of  many  clergymen,  neither  in  his  nor  in  these  days, 
that  would  relinquish  and  refuse  thus  many  ecclesiastical 
honours  and  preferments,  and  content  himself  with  a  private 
parsonage.  But  here  let  him  rest  as  an  example  for  all  our 
great  prelates  to  admire,  and  for  few  or  none  to  imitate/" 
This  eulogium  refers  to  the  fact  that  Urswick  resigned  all  his 
preferments,  refused  the  bishopric  of  Norwich,  and  retired  to 
the  rectory  of  Hackney,  where  he  was  content  to  live  and  die. 
He  departed  full  of  years,  lamented  by  all,  March  24th,  1521, 
in  the  seventy-fourth  year  of  his  age.  Hackney  church  was 
rebuilt  in  his  time,  and  a  handsome  altar  tomb  still  stands  as 
his  monument  in  the  porch  of  the  modern  building.1 

The  Acta  of  the  Archdeaconry  name  John  Fisher  as  here 
1564 — 1585,  but  describe  him  in  1575  as  having  no  degree, 
and  being  no  preacher,  but  fit  to  catechise.  He  was  followed 
by  Thos.  Norfolk,  also  of  Tring,  1585  ;  Daniel  Collins,  S.T.B., 
21st  August,  1610;  William  Neile,  18th  February,  1616^ 
Richard  Corbett,  27th  May,  1620.  In  1621  John  Brookes  signs 
as  "curate,"  and  in  1622  we  have  li  John  Marston,  priest.'1 
In  1624  Master  John  Brookes  and  Mistress  Joan  Marston  were 
married  16th  September,  and  in  1625  it  is, reported  "To  all 

1  West's  Furne*s,  215,  395;  Bacon's  Batteford  from  Battesford,  Charleton 
Iltit.  of  Hen.  VI 7.  (Works,  Montague  from  Chariest on,Ho]lingwoith  from  Hol- 
ed., v.  41);  Weever's  Funeral  Monu-  lingsworth.  Christopher  had  a  brother. 
mtntfy  Hackney ;  Knight's  Erasmus,  73,  John  Urswick,  from  whom  the  Shrop- 
78;  R.  Simpson's  Memorials  of  St.  John*,  shire  Urwicke  are  descended.  Mr. 
Hackney,  Part  I.,  i.  73;  ii.  1— 8,  252.  Thomas  A.  Urwick,  of  Corfe  Mullen. 
The  name  has  been  corrupted  from  Urs-  Dorset,  has  fully  traced  the  pedigiee. 
wick  to  Urwick.  as  Barton  from  Barston. 
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things  inquireable  at  this  Visitation  we  answer,  all  is  welL 
Wm.  Stennell,  Richard  Seare,  churchwardens."  On  August 
15th,  1626,  Brookes  was  appointed  "  upon  the  resignation  of 
the  last  vicar."  In  1629  John  Brookes  signs  as  minister,  and 
he  was  here  till  1640.    Registers  of  some  children  of  his  occur.1 

We  find  that  Daniel  Collins  was  appointed  to  Puttenham 
and  lecturer  at  Tring  by  the  Puritans  of  the  seventeenth 
century.  He  was  rector  of  Rislip,  in  Middlesex,  in  the  year 
1616,  afterwards  minister  at  Cowley,  in  the  same  county, 
1629.  We  find  him  again  at  Rislip  in  1639,  but  he  was 
compelled  to  resign  again  on  account  of  his  Puritan  views  in 
1641.  He  was  resident  at  Tring  when  his  son  Samuel  was 
born,  about  the  year  1628.  He  subsequently  had  a  prebend 
at  Windsor,  and  was  ejected  from  this  in  1660  to  make  way 
for  W.  Chamberlain.2 

The  Commissioners  appointed  in  1650  to  inquire  into  the  state 
of  ecclesiastical  benefices  found  that  Puttenham  was  a  rectory  of 
the  annual  value  of  £60,  then  held  by  Richard  Brookes,  and 
that  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln  was  the  patron.3  This  Richard 
Brookes  may  have  been  a  son  of  John  Brookes.  He  resigned 
his  living  here  soon  after  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  Uniformity, 
and  was  followed  by  Robert  Cheyne,  Conformist.  In  1662 
"  Daniel  Kingham,  guardian  of  Puttenham,  doth  present  that 
some  persons  in  our  parish  as  yet  conform  not,  but  hope  they 
will.  Our  church  is  out  of  repair.4  There  was  no  resident 
minister  here  from  the  death  of  Mr.  Sculthorpe  in  1713  until 
the  appointment  of  Mr.  Holme  in  1849.6 

The  following  are  the  rectors,  1564 — 1681 : — 

1564.  John  Fisher.  1022.  John  Mars  ton. 

1383.  Thoe.  Norfolk.  1626.  John  Brookes. 

1610.  Daniel  Collins.  1650.  Richard  Brookes. 

1616.  William  Neile.  1662.  Robert  Cheyne. 

1620.  Richard  Corbett.  1672.  Abraham  Watson. 

1621.  John  Brookes,  curate.  1681.  Edward  Sculthori>e. 

'1626,     3rd    September.     Elizabeth,  Main  en  t  was  made  fellow  of  New  College, 

daughter  of  Master  John  Brookes  and  Oxford,  and  the  same  year  was  incoi- 

J oa n  his  wife,  baptized.   1031,  8th  April.  pomtea  MJ).  in  Oxford.    He  travelled 

Joseph,  son  of  John  and  Joan  Brookes,  in  Russia,  and  in  Ki71  published  a  work 

baptized  ;    bnried  21  st  February,   1H33.  entitled  The  History  of  the  Present  State 

*  See  Newcourt,  Repert.,  i  694,  724 ;  of  Russia.    He  died  Fellow  of  King's 

Kennet,  Rtauttr,  203  ;  Clutterbucl;  i.  512.  College. 

Samuel  Collins,  his  son,  born  at  Tring,  3  Lambeth,  Survey,  vol.  10. 

graduated  Doctor  of  Physic,  Padua,  in  4  Acta,  Archdeaconry  of  Hunts. 

ltI4£,  and  in  1650  by  ordinance  of  the  Par-  *  Cussans,  Dacontm,  p.  1 0. 
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SHEXLEY. 
Acres,  4,860;  pop..  1,520;  value,  £1.100. 

In  this  parish  there  lived  in  the  fourteenth  century  a  famous 
Lollard,  John  de  Montacute,  a  warm  friend  and  adherent  of 
the  followers  of  Wicliffe.  We  find  the  following  reference  to 
him:—  "Names  of  the  chief  Lollards :  William  Nevile,  Luis 
Clifford,  John  Clenbow,  Richard  Stury,  Thomas  Latimer; 
and  chief  fatuus  among  them  all  John  Montagu,  Earl  of 
Salisbury,  who  fell  into  such  madness  that  he  caused  all 
images  which  his  predecessors  had  erected  in  his  manor  or 
chapel  of  Shenley  to  he  taken  down  and  hidden  away.  One 
only  privilege  was  obtained; — the  image  of  St.  Katherine,  which 
he  permitted  to  be  left  in  the  pistrinum,  because  none  would 
be  affected  to  the  same.11 1  He  was  beheaded  by  the  people  of 
Cirencester  in  the  year  1400.2 

In  1610,  Nicholas  Whittle  being  "parson,"  as  he  signs 
himself  on  June  30th,  Thos.  Barnard  was  presented  in  the 
Archdeacon '8  Court  for  standing  excommunicate  and  not 
receiving  the  Communion  at  Easter  last.  On  October  27th 
Adam  Brock,  of  Shenley,  is  presented,  because  "he  in  an 
unseemly  manner  did  lay  a  henne  under  the  book  of  John 
Meade  the  younger,  or  parish  clarke."  It  is  enjoined  "that 
he  do  penance  in  the  chancel  before  the  minister  and  guar- 
dians." John  Meade,  junior,  was  himself  on  the  same  day 
indicted  for  "  striking  Wm.  Nutkin  a  box  on  the  ear  with  his 
hand  in  the  church  porch/'  and  was  to  do  penance.  Wm. 
Nutkin  in  turn  is  presented  "for  laying  a  henne  under  the 
book  of  John  Meade,  and  pleads  that  he  only  thrust  a  hen  into 
the  pocket  of  the  said  Meade  in  the  church  porch  of  Shenley." 
Such  were  the  miserable  trifles  which  the  Archdeacon  and  his 
Court  had  to  give  their  time  to.  On  1627,  March  3rd,  William 
Barnard,  of  Shenley,  was  presented  "  that  he  went  to  plough 
upon   St.   Matthias  day  last.     Unde  Dominus  eundem  pie 

1  Chronicon  Anglia,  p.  877.  vilipensor,  contemptor  canonum,  Sacra- 

2  See  Walsingham,  Hist.  Anglicana,  ii.  mentorum  deriaor,  sine  sacramento  con- 
244,  "Comes  Sarnm  qui  Lollardorum  fessionis,  ut  fertur,  ritam  finivit,  a.d. 
fantor  in  tota  vita  fuerat,  et  imaginnm  1400.'* 
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hortans  ab  officio  suo  dimisit"      In  the  registers  are    the 
burials  of  some  unbaptized  children.1 

Nicholas  Whittle  died  in  1638,  and  was  succeeded  by  Stephen 
Jones,  who  signs  as  "  parson  of  Shenley."  The  Commissioners 
for  the  Parliament  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  church  livings 
report  that  in  1650  "Mr.  Isaac  Loeffs  officiates  for  the  present, 
Stephen  Joanes  being  insufficient,  and  that  John  Crew,  Esq., 
was  patron."  We  have  the  clearest  evidence  that  this  Isaac 
Loeffs  was  not  merely  a  temporary  supply,  but  that  he  was 
•duly  appointed  minister  of  the  parish,  and  that  he  was  here 
from  1650  to  1662,  when  he  was  ejected  through  the  Act  of 
Uniformity.  The  following  is  a  recommendation  of  him  when 
-a  young  man  by  Dr.  Lazarus  Seaman : — 

"  September  9th,  1648. — These  are  to  certify  whom  it  may  concern  that 
the  bearer  hereof,  Isaac  Loeffs,  M.A.  of  the  last  year,  and  Fellow  of  Peter 
House,  in  Cambridge,  is  of  a  godly  life  and  conversation,  orthodox  in 
judgment,  and  well  affected  to  the  Parliament.  In  witness  whereof  I 
have  subscribed  my  hand.  La.  Seaman,  Magr.  C.S.P." 

Dr.  Calamy  gives  a  Latin  recommendation  of  Isaac  Loeffs 
from  the  Chancellor  of  Cambridge  University,  Henry  Rich, 
which  is  followed  by  papers  relating  to  his  settlement  at 
•Shenley,  in  which  living  he  succeeded  Mr.  Stephen  Jones,  who 
resigned  it  in  the  year  1650.  The  patron  was  John  Crew,  of 
Crew,  in  the  county  of  Chester,  Esq.,  who  conferred  the  right 
of  presentation  for  that  time  in  case  of  a  vacancy  upon  certain 
persons  nominated  in  a  writing  drawn  up  for  the  purpose  to 
the  following  effect : — 

"  To  all  Christian  people  to  whom  this  present  writing  shall  come  to 
be  seen,  heard,  or  read.  I,  John  Crew,  in  the  county  of  Chester,  Esq., 
send  greeting,  in  our  Lord  God  everlasting.  Whereas  I  am  vested,  seized, 
and  lawfully  estated  of  and  in  the  advowBon  and  patronage  of  the  rectory 

»"  16*20,  December  19th.  The  child  of  gentleman.    1037,  May  17th.   Buried  a 

John    Pecock    unbaptized,    buried    by  child    of   John    Brinkles,     unbaptized. 

Nicholas  Whittle,   parson.     1624,  May  There   are    few    baptisms:     1635,    8th 

26th.  Buried  the  son  of  W.  Arrow,  un-  January.     Baptized  Elizabeth,  daughter 

baptized.  1623.  Nathanael  Axtell,  senior,  of  Mr.  Humphry  Hay  ward.    1636,  July 

bnried  May  1st.    October  4th.  Margaret,  29th.     Baptized  George,  son  of  G-eorg'c 

wife  of  Nicholas  Whittle,  clarke,  buried.  Marsh,     gentleman.      1687,    December 

1628,  February  7th.  Alban  Cox,  gentle-  27th.    Baptized  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 

man,  buried.     1630,  June  30th.  Buried  a  Mr.  Ben j.   King.      1637-8,   March  2nd. 

•child    of   Edw.   Plomer's,     unbaptized.  Baptized  John,  son  of  Mr.  Stephen  Jones. 

Angnst  8th.    Buried  a   child   of  John  1638,  March  28th.   Buried  Mr.  Nicholas 

Morrison's,  unbaptized.    1631,  24th  Feb-  Whittle,  clarke." 
xnary.  Bnried  Roger,  son  of  John  Marsh, 
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of  Shenley  and  the  presentation  thereunto  :  now  know  ye  that  I,  the  said 
John  Crew,  as  well  for  the  especial  trust  and  confidence  I  have  of  the 
fidelity  and  integrity  of  John  Mursh,  Esq.,  Thomas  Brisco,  and  Thomas 
Harris,  gentlemen,  parishioners  inhabiting  within  the  said  parish  of  Shen- 
ley ;  have  appointed,  assigned,  and  authorized  the  said  John  Marsh,  Thomas 
Brisco,  and  Thomas  Harris  my  faithful  deputy  and  deputies  for  me,  and 
in  my  name,  to  limit,  assign,  and  present  to  the  parsonage  of  the  said 
cure  of  Shenley  a  godly,  able,  and  orthodox  minister,  such  as  by  the  said 
John  Marsh,  Thomas  Brisco,  and  Thomas  Harris,  or  by  any  two  of  thenx, 
shall  be  well  liked  and  approved  of.  The  said  presentation  of  my  said 
deputies  to  be  but  once  ;  to  commence  and  begin  when  and  as  soon  as 
the  same  shall  happen  to  be  void  by  death  or  otherwise.  And  whatsoever 
the  said  John  Marsh,  Thomas  Brisco,  and  Thomas  Harris,  or  any  two  of 
them  shall  do  or  cause  to  be  done,  in  the  premisses,  I  do  hereby  ratify,, 
promise,  confirm,  and  allow  by  these  presents.  In  testimony  whereof  I 
have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  the  15th  day  of  July,  a.d.  1650. 
John  Crew.  Sealed  and  delivered  in  the  presence  of  Edw.  Hayes,  Joshua 
Lomax,  Brett  Netter."1 

Calaiuy  next  gives  in  full  the  Latin  text  of  the  resignation 
of  Stephen  Jones,  and  the  form  of  appointment  of  Isaac  Loeffs, 
M. A.,  u  our  beloved  in  Christ/'  to  the  rectory  and  parish  of 
Shenley,  dated  December  30th,  1650,  and  signed  John  Marsh, 
Tho.  Brisco,  Tho.  Harris. 

We  find  the  following  Augmentation  granted  to  Mr.  Loeffs: — 

"Tuesday,  3rd  February,  1656-7.  To  the  Councell  at  Whitehall.  On 
consideration  of  the  humble  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Shenley,  in  the 
county  of  Hertford,  shewing  that  by  a  lease  made  of  the  parsonage  of 
Shenley  aforesaid,  in  the  11th  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  by  consent  of  the 
then  Bishop,  patron,  and  incumbent,  the  same  was  let  for  99  years,  and 
a  rent  of  £20  per  annum  only  thereon  reserved,  which  rent  is  also  charge- 
able with  first  fruits,  tenths,  and  other  payments  for  the  whole,  so  that 
the  said  parish  is  deprived  of  a  competent  subsistence  for  their  minister, 
there  being  no  other  maintenance  than  the  said  rent  charged  as  aforesaid,, 
and  an  allowance  of  £50  per  annum  settled  by  the  leasee©  on  trustees  for 
a  lecturer.  And  whereas  Mr.  Isaac  Loaffs.  the  present  minister  there,  is 
certified  to  be  an  able  and  painful  preacher  of  the  Gospel,  and  of  a  pious 
life  and  conversation.  Ordered  by  His  Highness  the  Lord  Protector  and 
the  Councell  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  trustees  for  maintenance  of 
ministers  to  settle  on  the  said  Mr.  Loaffs  an  augmentation  of  £40  per 
annum  for  his  better  encouragement  and  maintenance,  and  to  take  order 
that  the  same  be  duely  paid  accordingly.    W.  Jessop,  CI.  of  ye  Councell.,,t 

Mr.  Loeffs  continued  at  Shenley  until  he  was  ejected  by  the 
Act  of  Uniformity  1662,  when  William  Elliott,  Conformist,  was- 

1  Calamy,  Continuation,  p.  526.  «  Lambeth  MSS.,  977. 
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appointed.  About  1675  he  came  to  London,  and  was  assistant 
to  Dr.  Owen,  Bury  Street,  St.  Mary  Axe.  Dr.  Savage,  pastor 
of  that  church,  writes  that,  from  his  church  book,  Mr.  Loeffs 
appears  to  have  been  some  time  co-pastor  with  Dr.  Owen  or 
Mr.  Clarkson,  standing  in  the  list  of  pastors  after  Mr.  Clarkson, 
and  that  he  died  July  10th,  1689.  Mr.  Loeffs  published  a 
treatise  on  The  Soul's  Ascension  va  a  State  of  Separation.  8vo, 
1670.1 
The  following  is  a  list  of  the  rectors,  1610—1662  :— 

1610.  Nicholas  Whittle.  1650.  Isaac  Loeffs. 

1638.  Stephen  Jones.  1662.  William  Elliott. 

There  is  abundant  evidence  to  show  that  Isaac  Loeffs  after 
his  ejectment  continued  to  live  at  Shenley,  and  to  preach  in 
the  district  at  St.  Albans  and  other  places  as  opportunity 
offered.  We  find  him  named  as  a  preacher  at  Ridge,  Idlestree, 
St.  Peter's,  in  1669.  In  the  same  year  a  conventicle  is  named 
"  at  the  houses  of  William  Dudley  and  John  Parrett,  yeomen, 
at  Shenley,  about  forty  attending,  numbers  decreasing,  Wm. 
Dudley  and  John  Parrett  ye  chiefest  in  qualitie."  Noncon- 
formity has  long  held  its  ground  in  this  parish,  as  the  following 
list  of  registrations  shows : — 

1.  "  26.  At  Shenley,  certified  by  Solomon  Woodyer,  of  Shenley,  Mich. 
Sessions,  1690." 

*2.  4i  87.  At  Shenley,  for  the  Anabaptists,  certified  by  William  Woodyer, 
of  Shenley,  Epiphany  Sessions,  1698."2 

3.  "  We  whose  names  are  underwritten  do  humbly  desire  that  a  dwell- 
ing-house in  the  parish  of  Shenley,  now  in  the  occupation  of  Joseph  King. 
may  be  registered  as  a  place  of  religious  worship  for  Protestant  Dissenters, 
29th  May,  1784.     James  Turner,  Wm.  Wells.    Reg.  June  9th,  1784." 

4.  "  At  Shenley,  the  dwelling-house  of  George  Browne  for  Protestant 
Dissenters,  July  27th,  1809,  certified  by  John  Geard,  John  Tapp,  George 
Browne." 

5.  "At  Shenley,  the  dwelling-house  of  W.  Jackson  for  Protestant 
Dissenters,  September  14th,  1811,  certified  by  W.  Jackson,  J.  Pursell, 
J.  Franklin,  Mary  France,  Thos.  Henley,  W.  Luff." 

6.  "Shenley.  Chapel  at  Barnet  for  Dissenters,  4th  September,  1819. 
J.  Morley,  J.  Mills,  Henry  Herridge,  Dav.  Reid,  J.  Alsop,  Thomas  Alsop." 

There  is  a  Wesleyan  Chapel  in  the  parish,  and  at  London 
Colney,  a  small  Baptist  Chapel. 

»  Calamy,  Contin..  .V24 — 530  j  Wilson's  for  Protestant  Dissenters  certified  from 

Diss.  CA.,  i.  2&S;  Palmer,  None.  J/ero.,  16*8  to  1852  ;  Somerset  House,  volume 

ii.  312.  Counties. 

*  Lists  of  places  of  religious  worship 
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THING, 
Acre*,  7,390 ;  pop.,  4,354  ;  value,  £390. 

The  county  histories  are  quite  in  the  dark  regarding  the 
ecclesiastical  history  of  Tring  for  three  centuries.  They  present 
a  gap  in  the  list  of  vicars  from  1545  down  to  1819,  having 
nothing  to  tell  save  one  extract  from  the  ecclesiastical  survey 
made  during  the  Commonwealth  in  1650.  The  original  regis- 
ters are  lost  But  in  the  Archdeacon's  archives  at  Hitchin 
copies  of  these  registers  still  exist,  though  much  damaged  by 
damp,  and  it  becomes  apparent  that  Tring,  with  its  two  chapel- 
ries  of  Long  Marston  and  Wiggington,  had  each  its  succession 
of  ministers,  as  well  as  each  its  registers,  during  these  centuries, 
of  baptisms,  marriages,  and  burials. 

To  begin  with  Tring  itself,  we  find  that  after  Molyneux  in 
1545  there  came  Thomas  Norfolk  as  curate,  who  is  described 
as  of  no  degree,  and  no  preacher.  He  remained  here  till  he 
obtained  the  curacy  of  Long  Marston,  where  we  afterwards 
find  him.  Next  we  find  Dr.  Daniel  Collins,  who  was  also  at 
Puttenham,  and  next  in  1606  "  Samuel  Collins,  minister,"  signs. 
He  may  have  been  brother  to  Daniel,  but  not  his  son,  who 
became  a  physician.  In  1614  Rolfe  Jones  signs  as  clerke,  and 
John  Norton  as  churchwarden.  In  1621  Matthew  Clarke  signs 
as  minister  of  Tring,  Matt.  Carr,  churchwarden ;  in  1626  Michael 
Reeve  and  Henry  Geary,  churchwardens.1  Matthew  Clarke 
remained  till  1632,  when  Andrew  Harwood  signs  as  minister, 
and  he  continued  here  till  1645.  Walker,  in  his  Sufferings  of 
the  Clergy,  names  "  Horwood  M  as  rector  of  Tring,  and  seques- 
tered by  the  Parliament.  He  is  thus  named  by  the  Commis- 
sioners of  1650:  "  Tring.  John  Goodman  supplies  the  cure  by 
sequestration  from  Andrew  Harwood."  We  have  not  discovered 
anything  more  about  this  John  Goodman,  but  the  feet  of  the 
sequestration  is  confirmed  by  the  minutes  of  the  Committee 
for  Plundered  Ministers.  On  December  6th,  1645,  Richard 
Dagnall,  Robert  Gregory,  John  Baiseter,  and  Henry  Foster, 
who  had  been  appointed  by  the  Parliament  to  collect  the 

1  We  find  these  Nonconformist  names  daughter  of  Mr.  Anderson,  buried.   Sep- 
ia the  registers  :  "  1622,  March  7th,  John  tember  4th,  buried  a  child  of  Mr.  Har- 
Norton  buried.    1628,  March  80th,  John  wood's." 
Foster  buried.    1685,  April  21st,  Mary, 
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profits  of  the  benefice  of  Tring  sequestered  from  Andrew 
Harwood,  were  ordered  to  continue  to  collect  the  tithes,  and 
therewith  to  pay  the  stipend  to  such  persons  as  had  been 
or  should  be  provided  by  the  Parliament  to  serve  the  cure.1 
Andrew  Harwood  held  another  living  in  Essex,  and  was- 
called  upon  to  surrender  one  of  the  two. 

4<  July  7th,  1647.  Upon  the  humble  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Tring,  in  the  county  of  Hertford  ; — for  that  this  Committee  are  informed 
that  Mr.  Harward,  vicar  of  Tring  aforesaid,  having  another  living  in  the 
county  of  Essex,  was  by  the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Manchester,  left  to* 
his  election  which  of  the  said  livings  he  would  adhere  unto,  and  which  he 
would  relinquish,  and  that  he  hath  now  left  his  said  cure  in  Essex,  and- 
therefore  prayeth  he  may  be  admitted  to  this  said  benefice  of  Tring, 
there  being  no  minister  there  to  officiate  the  said  cure,  from  whence  he 
was  deprived  by  the  means  of  some  of  his  parishioners. — This  Committee 
do  hereby  desire  his  lordship,  or  Mr.  Weaver,  member  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  to  certify  what  proceedings  there  have  been,  heretofore  before 
his  lordship  against  the  said  Mr.  Harward,  and  in  case  the  said  cause  be- 
truly  represented  to  this  Com**,  it  is  ordered  that  the  said  Mr.  Harward 
be  settled  in  the  said  church." 

John  Goodman  remained  till  the  Restoration,  when  he 
removed  to  Watford.  His  successor  here  was  "Francis  Dun- 
combe,  minister/9  who  was  also  lecturer  at  Berkhamstead. 
In  1672  Abraham  Watson  signs  as  curate,  in  1677  "Lewia 
Evans,  minister/'  and  in  1694  Robert  Creed.  In  1662,  Octo- 
ber 12th,  John  Geary,  senior,  John  Geary,  junior,  Henry  Geary, 
John  Dell,  the  widow  Dell,  John  Whichwith,  his  wife  and 
two  daughters,  are  presented  for  not  coming  to  church.  Mr. 
Kentish,  gentleman,  and  his  wife,  for  the  like;  John  Ellis, 
Richard  Sutton  and  his  wife,  Thomas  Dodgett  and  his  wife,. 
Thos.  Sallett  and  his  wife,  Richard  Bate  and  his  wife,  James 
Abrasset  and  his  wife,  Ch.  Taylor  and  his  wife  and  son,  Matthew 
Gray  and  his  wife,  all  for  the  same  offence.  "  Richard  Martin,, 
of  Tring,  for  not  coming  to  church,  and  for  causing  his  wife 
to  be  buried  out  of  Christian  burial."  This  is  a  frequently* 
mentioned  crime,  and  it  is  curious  that  whereas  in  the  nine- 
teenth century  an  Act  of  Parliament  securing  to  Nonconformists 
the  right  of  burial  by  their  own  ministers  in  the  churchyard 
was  strongly  opposed  by  many  of  the  Conformist  clergy,  in> 

1  Cn*8an?,  Dacorwn,  p.  27.  from  Add.    MSS  ,  16,669,  foL  224. 
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the  seventeenth  century  the  same  clergy  lined  and  imprisoned 
Nonconformists  for  burying  their  relatives  out  of  the  church- 
yard.1 And  in  the  years  1663  and  1664  William  Draper  is 
accused  in  the  same  court  "for  teaching  school  without  license." 
The  Acta  of  the  Archdeaconry  of  Huntingdon  furnish  the 
following  names  of  ministers  of  Tring : — 

1575.  Thomas  Norfolk.  H;r>0.  John  Goodman. 

160f>.  Samuel  Collins.  i^o.  Francis  Duncombc. 

1610.  Daniel  Collins.  ^572.  Abraham  Watson. 

1614.  Rolfe  Jones.  1677.  Lewis  Evans. 

1621.  Matthew  Clarke.  1G94.  Robert  Creed. 
1632.  Andrew  Harwood. 

The  Toleration  Act  put  a  stop  to  persecution,  and  the  Non- 
conformists of  Tring  began  publicly  to  meet  for  worship.  We 
find  the  following  registrations  of  places  of  worship : — 

1.  "54.  In  the  parish  of  Tring,  a  place  registered  at  Michaelmas 
Sessions,  1691/' 

2.  "  100.  At  Tring,  for  Anabaptists,  certified  by  Hannah  Abrathat,  of 
Tring,  at  Easter  Sessions,  1701." 

3.  u  We  .  .  .  being  Protestant  Dissenters,  desire  that  the  dwelling-house 
of  Mr.  James  Young,  in  the  parish  of  Tring,  be  licensed  for  a  place  of 
worship  of  God.  17th  January,  1747-8.  James  Young,  Joseph  Sutton, 
Robt.  Harding,  Thos.  Carter,  Thos.  Coles." 

4.  "We  .  .  .  Protestant  Dissenters  .  .  .  desire  that  the  messuage  or 
tenement  situate  at  Tring,  lately  erected  by  the  said  Protestant  Dissen- 
ters, may  be  licensed  for  a  place  to  be  used  for  the  public  worship  and 
service  of  God.  19th  March,  1753.  Jas.  Young,  Thos.  Holloway  Mar- 
shall, Jas.  Kitely,  Benj.  Brittain,  Jos.  Seeley,  Josiah  Sale,  Bob.  Nicholls, 
.Jonathan  Harding,  John  Rose,  Wm,  Adams,  Jos.  Priest,  Hen.  Biggs, 
Caleb  Cock." 

5.  "We  .  .  .  desire  that  a  dwelling-house  and  the  offices  belonging 
thereto  in  the  parish  of  Tring,  now  in  the  occupation  of  John  Rogers, 
may  be  registered  as  a  place  of  Religious  Worship  by  Protestant  Dis- 
senters, pursuant  .  .  .  this  18th  day  of  September,  1779.  Henry  Blaine, 
•Joseph  Austin/' 

6.  "We  .  .  .  Protestant  Dissenters  have  appropriated  a  large  room 
adjoining  the  dwelling-place  of  Mr.  Henry  Blaine,  Tring,  Herts,  for  the 
purpose  of  Public  Worship,  and  desire  the  same  may  be  registered 

1  The  list  for  Tring  goes  on, — Sarah  and  his  wife,  Roger  Dancer  and  his  wife. 

Mortimer;  W.  Hawkins,  Joseph  Permas  Henry  Reeve,  Wm.  Reeve,  Widow  Put- 

and  his  wife,  Luke  Switson,  Widow  Field  tenham,  W.  Foster,  Thos.  Scott ;  in  fact, 

and  her  daughter,  John  Bachelor  and  his  a  congregation  of  Nonconformists  pre- 

wife,  Thos.  Parsons  and  hie  wife,  W.  sented  for    not   coming  to  the  parish 

Partridge  and  his  wife,  Widow  Cocks,  church,  and  either  fined  or  imprisoned 

John  Clarke  and  his  wife,  Robert  Jones  for  the  crime. 
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Henry  Blaine,  minister,  Thos.  Benning,  junior,  Benj.  Row,  J.  Cutler, 
J.  Clement,  Thos.  Benning,  senior,  Anth.  Missenden,  October  30th,  1785." 

7.  "We  . . .  Protestant  Dissenters  residing  at  Tring,  having  set  apart 
for  the  public  worship  of  Almighty  God  a  building  in  the  premises  of 
Mrs.  Mary  Blaine,  of  Tring,  widow,  do  hereby  request  that  the  same 
may  be  registered.  Registered  12th  December,  1794.  John  Clement, 
minister,  Thos.  Benning,  Anth.  Missenden,  Jno.  Cutler,  Atkins  Bull, 
Wm.  Clement.'' 

8.  "We  Protestant  Dissenters  living  at  Tring,  having  purchased  and 
fitted  up  a  small  place  for  the  worship  of  Almighty  God  on  the  premises 
of  the  late  John  Levatt,  in  Akeman  Street,  in  the  town  of  Tring,  do 
request  that  the  same  be  registered.  April  21st,  1800.  John  Clement, 
minister,  Geo.  Griffin,  Jno.  Sutton,  Thos.  Benning,  Joseph  Butterfield, 
Dan.  Olney." 

9.  "We  .  .  .  desire  that  a  Meeting  House  at  Frogmore  End,  in  the 
parish  of  Tring,  may  be  registered  as  a  place  of  worship  for  Protestant 
Dissenters,  pursuant  .  .  .  February  10th,  1801.  Game  tt  Jones,  Edmund 
Foster,  John  Mead,  William  Foster,  Jos.  Brooks,  W.  Bull" 

10.  "  Tring.  Meeting  House  at  Akeman  Street,  for  Protestant 
Dissenters.  October  10th,  1808.  Thos.  Woodman,  G.  Jones,  Jas.  Horton, 
Job  Honour,  Robt  Eggleton." 

11.  "  Tring.  A  house  at  Willston  for  Protestants  [Methodists].  16th 
October,  1818.  Edw.  Foster,  Thos.  Butcher,  R.  Grange,  Thos.  Caughtory." 

12.  "  Tring.  House  of  Benj.  Crouch  for  Protestant  Dissenters.  6th  April, 
1832.  Benj.  Crouch,  Thos.  Butcher  (senior  and  junior),  Job  Honour,  Henry 
Tomkins." 

The  old  Particular  Baptist  interest  is  seated  near  the 
town,  at  a  place  called  New  Mill  Its  origin  is  not  known,  but 
it  is  at  least  as  old  as  the  Revolution,  having  sent  messengers 
to  the  general  assembly  of  the  Baptists  in  London  in  1689. 
The  pastor  of  the  church  at  that  time  was  Mr.  Richard  Sutton, 
and  he  was  accompanied  to  the  assembly  by  a  person  named 
John  Bishop,  who  was  either  a  deacon  or  a  private  member. 
Thomas  Peake  was  pastor  here  at  the  commencement. of  the 
eighteenth  century,  and  preached  at  Tring  several  years.  It 
is  probable  he  succeeded  Mr.  Sutton.  Mr.  Peake's  death  must 
have  taken  place  about  the  year  1717.  Jonas  Thorowgood,  the 
next  pastor,  was  born  somewhere  in  this  part  of  the  county, 
and  probably  stood  related  to  John  Thorowgood  mentioned 
in  the  history  of  the  Hitchin  church  as  member  for  that  of 
Pirton.  "  He  lived  full  seventy-five  years  without  any  consider- 
able change  of  abode."  He  was  born  in  1678,  and  was  cast 
upon  the  world  very  young.  "  When  in  his  youthful  vanity,  he 
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was  led  by  a  singular  providence  to  hear  Mr.  Haworth,  the 
Dissenting  minister  at  Hertford,  and  was  so  impressed  that 
he  chose  from  that  time  to  attend  upon  his  preaching."1  In 
the  early  part  of  the  reign  of  George  III.  the  congregation  waa 
very  small,  rarely  exceeding  twenty  people,  and  it  dwindled 
away  so  that  the  place  was  shut  up,  and  the  grass  grew  upon 
the  unoccupied  way.  Some  time  afterwards  fifteen  persons  were 
added  to  those  surviving,  and  they  were  formed  into  a  new 
church  by  Samuel  Medley,  of  Liverpool,  who  came  to  reside  at 
Watford  in  1768.  The  congregation  at  New  Mill  erected  a 
new  meeting-house  in  1818.  It  was  opened  on  the  14th  of 
October  in  that  year.  They  had  a  burial-ground  adjoining  to 
it,  and  before  the  new  place  was  built  they  had  several  times- 
enlarged  the  old  building.  They  had  also,  a  few  years  before, 
erected  a  new  stable  and  coach-house,  sufficient  to  receive 
twenty  horses  and  sixteen  carts  and  chaises,  so  many  being 
often  used  to  convey  people  to  the  place  of  worship.  The 
people  dined  in  the  vestry  rooms  on  a  Sunday,  and  they  had 
from  one  hundred  to  two  hundred  at  a  prayer-meeting  after- 
wards. 

Besides  the  congregation  of  New  Mill  there  is  another  Church 
of  the  Particular  Baptists  in  Tring,  formed  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  present  century.  Their  first  pastor  was  Mr. 
Joseph  Seymour,  who  was  set  apart  May  29th,  1808.  A  place 
of  worship  was  opened  September  28th,  1808,  when  three 
sermons  were  preached  by  Mr.  Shenstone,  of  London,  Mr. 
Holloway,  of  Beading,  and  Mr.  John  Hyatt,  of  London.  The 
purchase  of  the  ground  and  the  expense  of  the  building 
amounted  to  £1,380.  On  the  anniversary  in  July  1813,  it  was 
stated  from  the  pulpit,  that  the  friends  who  had  lent  money  at 
first  without  interest  had  agreed  to  give  up  their  several 
claims,  by  which  means  the  remaining  debt  of  more  than  £400 
was  at  once  done  away.  Mr.  Seymour  left  Tring  in  September 
1813,  and  settled  with  a  Baptist  Church  at  Great  Missenden,. 
Bucks.  He  was  succeeded  at  Tring  by  Mr.  Thos.  Hunt,  from 
Dunstable.2 

1  Quoted  fromWallin's  Sermon  on  the         *  Gerald  Massby,  the  "  Poet  of  the 

death  of  Thorowgood,  45,  62,  by  Walter  Poor,"  was  born  May  1828,  in  a  little 

Wilson,  from  whose  MSB.,  vol.  iv.,  in  stone  hut  near  Tring.     One  shilling  a 

Dr.  Williams's  library  this  account  is  week  was  the  rent  of  the  hovel,  the  roof 

taken.  of  which  was  so  low  that  a  man  could. 
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LONG  MARSTON. 

The  two  chapelries  in  the  old  parish  of  Tring,  Long  Marston 
and  Wiggington,  were,  during  the  eighteenth  century,  in  a  state 
of  neglect  and  decay.  Mr.  Cussans  says  the  rectors  or  per- 
petual curates  of  Tring  from  time  immemorial  have  officiated 
at  Long  Marston  and  Wiggington.  But  the  records  of  the 
Archdeaconry  of  Huntingdon,  in  which  these  chapelries  were, 
together  with  the  copies  of  the  parochial  registers  there  col- 
lected, prove  that  three  centuries  ago  these  two  chapelries 
were  by  no  means  neglected  cures,  that  each  had  its  perpetual 
curate,  that  marriages  were  performed  in  both  as  well  as  at 
Tring,  that  they  had  their  churchwardens  or  guardians  regu- 
larly chosen,  and  that  their  registers  duly  kept  of  baptisms, 
marriages,  and  burials,  were  fairly  copied  every  half-year 
attested  by  the  minister  and  guardians,  and  the  copies  sent  to 
the  Archdeacon's  registrar. 

A  list  in  the  Lambeth  Library1  names  John  Facer  as  parson 
at  Long  Marston  in  1576 ;  the  copies  of  registers  which  now 
only  begin  at  1610  represent  Edward  Colshill  as  curate  here  at 
that  date.  In  the  Acta  we  find,  "  I,  Edward  Colshill,  of  Long 
Marston,  do  willingly  and  ex  animo  sign  the  three  articles.' 
But  so  far  back  as  1607  we  find  this  certificate,  "  Anno  Dom. 
1607.  These  are  to  certifie  that  all  the  communicants  in  Long 
Marston  have  received  the  Communion  this  Easter,  according 
to  lawe.  Edward  Colshill,  curatt  ibm,  Thomas  Ford,  Robert 
Swing,  churchwardens."  Edw.  Colshill  signs  still  in  1614; 
but  in  1622  Thomas  Norfolk  signs  as  "  minister,"  John  Allin, 

not  stand  upright  in  it.    His  father  was  to  get  wealth  out  of  it,  and  the  image 

a  canal-boatman  earning  ten  shillings  a  of  God  is  worn  from  heart  and  brow." 

week.    At  eight  jean  old  Gerald  went  His  first  "poems"  were  printed  and  pub- 

into  the  silk  manufactory,  toiling  there  lished  in  his  native  town  of  Tring.    He 

from  six  to  six  daily.    ' '  Having  to  earn  writes  :— 

my  own  dear  bread,"  he  says,  "by  the  ..  There>8  nofc  a  gpot  ^  aU  this  flowery 

eternal  cheapening  of  flesh  and  blood  ^4                                              J 

thus  early  J  never  knew  what  childhood  ^^^  tyranny's  cursed  brand-mark 

meant."    He  learnt  to  read,  and  "the  ^th  nJot  ^ . 

Bible  and  Bun  van    were  the  principal  0  were  it  not  f or  it8  aU-blasting  hand, 

books  he  read.  The  silk-mill  befag  burnt  'j^  Chriot  what  a  gweet  J^J 

down,  he  went  u>  straw-plaiting.  When  ^  ^^  ^^  heen ,  •._ 

fifteen  years  old  he  came  to  London  as  ° 

an  errand   boy.    "  As  the  Jews  sweat  See  Ballad  of  Babe  Chrietabel,  with  other 

down  sovereigns,"  he  writes,  "  hustling  Poems;  with  a  Biographic  Sketch, pp.  78, 

them  in  a  bag  to  get  gold-dust  ont  of  159. 

them,  so  is  the  poor  man's  child  hustled  »  Lambeth  MSS.,  900. 

and  sweated  down  in  this  bag  of  Society 


468  MEMORIALS  OF  NONCONFORMITY  IN  HERTS.     [HUNDRED  of 

Win.  Bounick,  wardens,  and  again  in  1624  with  Isaac  Collier 
and  John  Field,  wardens.  In  1626,  "  Mr.  Car,  minister  of  this 
place,  Thos.  Cocks,  churchwarden,"  and  he  signs  himself 
"Matthew  Carr,  presbyter,  curate  of  Long  Marston,"  and  so 
down  to  1630,  when  we  find  "John  Garrard,  curate."  Carr 
was  afterwards  at  Hemel  Hemsted.  Next  year  Simon  Harris 
signs  as  curate  here,  Richard  Jordan,  Wm.  Bounick,  church- 
wardens. There  are  registers  of  the  baptisms  of  his  children, 
but  he  remained  only  three  years.  In  1634-37  Archibald  Gill 
is  "minister,"  and  in  1637-41  Thomas  Mossly  signs  as  "curate." 
The  Acta  of  the  Archdeaconry  of  Huntingdon  furnish  the 
following  names  of  ministers  at  Long  Marston : — 

1545.  Anthony  Molyneux.  1680.  John  Garrard. 

1576.  John  Facer.  1681.  Simon  Harris. 

1607.  Edward  Colahill.  1684.  Archibald  GilL 

1622.  Thomas  Norfolk.  1687.  Thomas  Moesly.    Here  in  1642. 

1626.  Matthew  Carr. 

This  village  has  long  been  a  stronghold  of  Nonconformists, 
but  the  records  concerning  them  are  very  scanty.  The  following 
are  the  registrations  of  places  of  worship  for  Protestant  Dissen- 
ters here  during  the  present  century : — 

1.  "  Long  Marston,  the  dwelling-house  of  Martha  Goodson  for  Pro- 
testant Dissenters,  certified  May  28th,  1810,  by  Seabrook  Gregory,  Charlee 
Gregory,  Daniel  Boneham." 

2.  "  Long  Marston,  the  house  of  Wm.  Bodwell  for  Baptists,  November 
1st,  1819,  certified  by  Wm.  Kingaley,  Wm.  Bodwell,  Jno.  Folks,  Jno. 
Goodson." 

3.  "  Long  Marston,  the  barn  of  Hen.  Chapman  for  Protestants  [i.e., 
Methodists],  September  19th,  1829,  by  James  Syderst,  Wesley  an  minister." 

There  are  still  Baptist  and  Wesleyan  chapels  in  the  hamlet. 


W1GGINTON. 

This  was  a  chapelry  in  the  parish  of  Tring  and  a  perpetual 
curacy.  In  1576  William  Wilkinson  was  parson  here.1  In 
1601  "  a  note  of  this  presente  yeare  "  naming  Geo.  Reeve,  John 
Bigges,  Richard  Morris,  W.  and  T.  Davie,  John  Roodes,  Francis 
Pearl,  John  Cooles,  Matthew  Dell,  John  Harris,  W.  Edmond, 
says,  "Of  a  minister  we  be  destitute  at  this  time.    John 

i  Lambeth  MSS.,  900. 
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Wethered,  W.  Nicholis,  churchwardens."     In  1610-11,  March 
28th,  "  I,  Rowland  Hebblethwett,  of  Wigginton,  do  willingly 
subscribe  the  three  articles."     In  1615  Rowland  Hebblethwett, 
curate  of  Wigginton,  signs,  Wm.  Partridge,  senior,  and  Wm. 
Partridge,  junior,  being  churchwardens.      In   1620  Thomas 
Taugley  is  "  minister,"  John  Pratt,  Geo.  Massel,  churchwardens. 
In   1626  Thomas  Fuller  is  curate,  a  name  that  afterwards 
occurs  at  Hatfield.      In  1632  Eubulus  Richardson  signs  as 
minister,  and  was  here  till  1637,  when  Richard  Robinson  is 
minister,  and  he  signs  down  to  1642.1    After  the  Restoration 
Richard  Prover  signs  as  churchwarden.     1675,  L.  Evans  is 
"minister."    He  signs  in  full:  "1676,  Lewis  Evans,  minister, 
Robert  Downey,  churchwarden."     In  1697  there  are  seven 
marriages, four  baptisms,  and  four  deaths  registered  by  "Robert 
Creed,  minister" — perhaps  a  son  of  Wm.   Creed,  parson  of 
Aldenham  26th  October,  1627-    Salmon  says  (1728),  "This 
church  is  served  but  once  a  month,  and  that  in  the  afternoon." 
Joseph  Neal,  of  Gray's  Inn,  and  of  Dean,  Beds,  by  deed  dated 
12th  July,  1705,  left  property  "  for  providing  a  lecturer  who 
should  read  the  service,  preach  a  sermon,  and  catechise  the 
children  at  Wigginton  on  the  second  and  fourth  Sundays  of 
every  month  from  Easter  to  Michaelmas."    Mr.  Cussans  says 
(1880),  "  The  majority  of  the  parishioners  are  Dissenters." 

The  Acta  of  the  Archdeaconry  of  Huntingdon  furnish  the 
following  names  of  ministers  at  Wigginton : — 

1576.  William  Wilkinson.  1682.  Eubulus  Richardson. 

1601.  No  minister  here.  1637.  Richard  Robinson. 

1610.  Rowland  Hebblethwett.  1675.  Lewis  Evans. 

1620.  Thomas  Taugley.  1694.  Robert  Creed. 
1626.  Thomas  Fuller. 

The  following  places  were  registered  for  Protestant  Dissen- 
ters as  places  of  religious  worship  at  Wigginton  after  the 
passing  of  the  Toleration  Act : — 

1.  •*  We  whose  names  are  hereunder  written  do  desire  that  a  dwelling- 
house  and  the  offices  belonging  thereunto  in  the  parish  of  Wigginton, 
now  in  the  occupation  of  James  Foster,  may  be  registered  as  a  place  of 
religious  worship  for  Protestant  Dissenters  pursuant,  etc.  22nd  June, 
1778,  Joseph  Austin,  Wm.  Austin." 

1 "  W.  Pratt  and  Robert  Caloot  church-  was  buried.    1639,  December  8th,  bap- 
wardens  in  16S7,  Badulphus  Dover,  Saml.  tized  Sarah,  daughter  of  Isaac  Bunnion 
Hone,  churchwardens  in  1642.    In  1688,  and  Margaret  his  wife." 
February  7th,  Robert  Marsh,  gentleman, 
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2.  "  We  ...  do  desire  that  a  dwelling-house  at  Boutway,  in  the  parish 
of  Wigginton,  may  be  registered  as  a  place  of  religions  worship  for  Pro- 
testant Dissenters  pursuant,  etc.  July  18th,  1799.  John  Geard,  Wm. 
Button,  Thos.  Button." 

3.  "We  the  undersigned  Protestant  Dissenters  residing  at  and  near 
Wigginton  wish  to  appropriate  a  room  in  the  dwelling-house  of  Daniel 
Dodd,  of  that  place,  for  the  public  worship  of  Almighty  God,  and  we 
request  that  the  same  may  be  registered  in  the  Archdeacon's  Court  as  the 
Act  directs.  April  22nd,  1800.  John  Clement,  minister,  Daniel  Dodd, 
John  Birch,  Joseph  Horton,  Job  Honour.    Reg.  3rd  May,  1800." 

4.  "  Wigginton.  House  of  Mary  Birch  for  Protestants  [Methodists], 
certified  May  22nd,  1818,  by  Daniel  Claribut.,, 


WBEA  TH AM  STEAD. 
Acres,  5,083;  pop.,  2,819;  value,  £800. 

Peter  Vannes,  an  Italian,  brought  to  England  by  Ammonius, 
Latin  secretary  to  Henry  VIII.,  was  instituted  to  the  rectory 
of  Wheathamstead,  with  the  annexed  chapelry  of  Harpenden, 
16th  December,  1529.1  In  1576  Nicholas  Cooke  (not  Tooke) 
was  rector,  and  is  at  that  date  described  as  "  of  no  degree,  nor 
a  preacher."2  He  was  followed  here  by  Mark  Stubbing,  who 
at  the  same  date  is  described  as  curate  of  Harpenden,  and  as 
habitis  ad  c<moionandum9  and  who  in  1586  succeeded  to  the 
rectory,  and  remained  rector  till  his  death.3  He  was  thus  at 
Harpenden  and  Wheathamstead  fully  half  a  century,  and  during 
his  later  years  was  assisted  by  the  curate  of  Harpenden.  In 
1614  there  were  "  340  communicants ;  recusants,  none ;  patron, 
the  Bishop  of  Lincoln;  value  of  the  living  £42.  In  1624 
Mark  Stubbing  signs  the  return,  but  in  1626  Henry  Byrde, 
curate,  sighs;  in  1627  Robert  Kitson,  curate;  in  1633  Jas. 
Barker,  who  remained  here  as  curate  till  1640,  and  was  after- 
wards at  Paul's  Walden  and  Redburn.  During  the  long  regime 
of  Mark  Stubbing  several  parishioners  were  presented  at  the 
Archdeacon's  Court  for  ecclesiastical  offences.  "161 1,  May  1 1th, 
William  Sparkes,  of  Wheathamstead,  for  not  receiving  the 
Communion."  "  1631,  March  15th,  John  Wells,  of  Wheatham- 
stead, for  carting  of  dounge  upon   St.  Matthew's   day  and 

1  Cooper,  Atuenm  Cantab.,  i.  220.  buried  April  80th."—  Transcript  Regis- 

»  Lambeth  MSS.,  900.  ters. 

3  "  1637.  Hark  Stubbing,  parson,  was 
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laying  it  upon  the  land  as  the  fame  goeth.*  The  curate,  James 
Barker,  who  was  a  Puritan,  was,  it  seems,  called  to  account 
on  April  9th,  1635,  when  we  find  an  order  "to  place  the 
Communion  table  at  the  east  end  of  the  chancel,  and  to  make 
and  set  up  decent  rails  about  the  same/'  showing  that  it  had 
not  stood  there,  and  that  there  had  been  no  rail.  Two  years 
before  the  death  of  Mark  Stubbing,  on  "April  9th,  1635, 
Lambert  Osbolston,  MA.,  licenced  as  a  public  preacher,"  was 
instituted.  He  had  graduated  M.A.  of  Christ  Church,  Oxford, 
in  1619,  and  was  appointed  prebend  of  Westminster  and  master 
•of  Westminster  School.  So  successful  was  he  in  this  last  office, 
that  he  had  eighty  doctors  in  the  three  great  faculties  in  the 
two  Universities  that  had  been  his  scholars  before  the  year 
1640,  and  did  gratefully  acknowledge  their  education  under 
him.  He  was  much  favoured  and  patronized  by  Dr.  Williams, 
Bishop  of  Lincoln,  and  to  him  he  owed  his  appointment  at 
Wheathamstead.  Bishop  Williams  having  once  said  that  "  the 
Puritans  were  the  King's  best  subjects,  and  he  was  sure  they 
would  carry  all  at  last,"  Laud,  hearing  this,  lodged  an  infor- 
mation against  him  in  the  Star  Chamber,  caused  him  to  be 
suspended,  fined  £10,000,  and  committed  to  the  Tower.  Among 
the  good  Bishop's  letters  were  found  two  written  to  him  by 
Lambert  Osbaldeston,  speaking  of  the  misunderstanding  be- 
tween "the  great  leviathan  and  the  little  urchin."  This  last 
word  Laud  took  as  meaning  himself,  and  although  the  counsel 
for  the  defendant  absolutely  denied  any  reference  to  Laud,  the 
€ourt  of  the  Star  Chamber  fined  Osbaldeston  £5,000  to  the 
King  and  £5,000  to  Laud,  also  "  that  he  be  deprived  of  all  his 
spiritual  dignities  and  promotions  [including  Wheathamstead], 
be  imprisoned  during  the  King's  pleasure,  and  to  stand  in  the 
pillory  in  Dean's  Yard,  Westminster,  before  his  own  school, 
and  have  his  ears  nailed  to  it."  Mr.  Osbaldeston,  being  among 
the  crowd  in  the  court  when  this  sentence  was  pronounced, 
immediately  went  home  to  his  study  at  Westminster  School 
burnt  some  papers,  and  absconded,  leaving  a  note  upon  his 
desk  with  these  words,  "If  the  Archbishop  [Laud]  inquire  after 
me,  tell  him  I  am  gone  beyond  Canterbury."  The  messengers 
were  soon  at  his  house,  and  finding  this  note,  sent  immediately 
to  the  seaports  to  apprehend  him ;  but  he  lay  hid  in  a  private 
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house  in  Drury  Lane  till  the  search  was  over,  and  then  con- 
cealed himself  till  the  meeting  of  the  Long  Parliament  All 
his  goods,  however,  and  chattels  were  seized  and  confiscated.1 
One  Lewis  Wemys  was  put  in  his  place  by  Laud  as  vicar 
of  Wheathamstead.  The  Bishop  of  Lincoln  obtained  a  writ 
charging  Wemys  to  appear,  and  to  show  by  what  right  he 
(the  Bishop)  was  hindered  from  presenting.  This  writ  was 
nailed  to  the  church  door,  but  on  January  13th,  1639-40, 
Wemys  petitioned  the  King,  and  was  admitted.  The  Long 
Parliament  in  1642  restored  Lambert  Osbaldeston  to  this 
living,  and  he  retained  it  till  after  1650.  He  seems  never  to 
have  lost  his  appointment  at  Westminster,  but  though  he 
resigned  his  school,  he  retained  his  stall  there  until  his  death, 
October  3rd,  1659.  Walker  says  that  he  "was  sequestered 
from  Wheathamstead  for  insufficiency." 

The  Commissioners  to  inquire  touching  church  livings  report 
in  1650  that  "  Mr.  Lambert  Osbaldston  was  then  possessor  and 
proprietor  of  Wheathamstead  Rectory  and  of  Harpenden,  and 
received  the  profits  of  the  said  parishes  to  his  own  use ;  that 
the  Bishop  of  Lincoln  was  the  late  patron ;  that  one  Mr.  Davis 
supplied  the  cure  of  Wheathamstead,  and  Mr.  Nathanael 
Eeles,  an  orthodox,  able,  and  godly  minister,  supplieth  the  cure 
of  Harpenden,  for  which  he  received  a  salary  of  £30  per 
annum;  and  that  this  chapel  was  fit  to  be  taken  from  it  and 
made  a  distinct  church,  as  the  parish  had  been  divided  from 
Harpenden  by  custom  grounded  upon  an  ancient  charter."3 
From  this  it  appears  that  Lambert  Osbaldeston  did  not  himself 
officiate  at  Wheathamstead,  though  he  enjoyed  the  rectory. 
An  extract  from  a  letter,  though  from  a  prejudiced  source,  at 
the  time  shows  that  he  was  called  to  account  for  certain 
irregularities.  "  September  5th,  1655,  London.  Very  busy  are 
they  in  most  counties,  as  I  hear,  to  establish  godly  ministers 
in  all  places,  there  being  strict  scrutiny  made  into  those  that 
are  the  present  incumbents,  insomuch  as  they  have  questioned 
Lambert  Osbaston  for  impudence,  ignorance,  and  debauched- 
ness,  and  having  proved  that  he  pledged  an  health  about  six 
years  ago,  have  ousted  him  of  a  rich  parsonage  in  Hertfordshire,. 

»  Neal's   Puritans,    ii.   267;    Brook's  « Lambeth   MSB.,    Survey,    No.     10  r 

Lives,  L  83 ;  Wood's  Fasti,  ii.  212.  Lansd.  MSS.,  469. 
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where  he  was  very  well  liked  for  his  good  hospitality." l 
Lambert  Osbaldeston  was  deprived  of  this  living  in  1655,  and 
we  have  evidence  of  the  institution  of  Thomas  Thornton  in 
his  place.  "  Robert  Breton  and  Thomas  Thornton  unsuccess- 
fully petitioned  for  the  rectory  of  Wheathamstead  and  the 
chapel  of  Harpenden.  The  latter,  Thomas  Thornton,  alleged 
that  he  was  appointed  to  the  joint  living  in  1655  in  lieu  of 
the  mastership  of  University  Coll.,  Oxford,  to  which  he  had 
been  elected  in  1654."  2  The  following  order  shows  that  the- 
plea  of  Thomas  Thornton  was  true : — 

"  October  8th,  1655.  There  was  exhibited  by  the  Com*6  for  Approbation 
of  Public  Preachers  a  presentation  of  Mr.  Thomas  Thorneton  to  the 
rectory  of  Wheathamstead,  with  the  chapel  of  Harpenden,  in  the  county 
of  Hertford,  made  to  him  by  his  highness  Oliver,  Lord  Protector  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  England,  together  with  a  testimony  in  the  behalf  of 
the  said  Thomas  Thorneton  of  his  holy  and  good  conversation.  Upon 
personal  and  due  consideration  of  the  premisses,  and  finding  him  to  be  a 
person  qualified  as  in  and  by  the  ordinance  for  such  approbation  is* 
required,  the  Commissioners  above  mentioned  have  adjudged  and  approved 
the  said  Thomas  Thorneton  to  be  a  fit  person  to  preach  the  Gospel,  and 
have  granted  him  admission  and  do  admit  the  said  Thomas  Thorneton  to 
the  rectory  of  Wheathamstead  with  the  chapel  of  Harpenden  aforesaid, 
to  be  full  and  perfect  possessor  and  incumbent  thereof,  and  do  hereby 
signify  to  all  persons  concerned  therein  that  he  is  hereby  instituted  to  the 
profits  and  perquisites  and  all  rights  and  dues  incident  and  belonging  to 
the  said  rectory  and  chapel  as  fully  and  effectually  as  if  he  had  been 
instituted  and  inducted  according  to  any  such  laws  and  customs  as  have 
in  this  case  formerly  been  made,  had,  or  used  in  this  realm.  In  witness 
whereof  they  have  caused  the  common  seal  to  be  hereunto  affixed  and 
the  same  to  be  attested  by  the  hands  of  the  Register  by  his  Highness  in 
that  behalf  appointed.  Dated  at  Whitehall  ye  8th  day  of  October,  1655." 

At  the  Restoration,  1660,  the  claim  of  Thomas  Thornton4 

1  Extract  from  a   letter   from  Wm.  Lenthrop,  minister,  and  his  son  Thomas. 

Dugdale  to  John  Langley  in  the  collec-  1666,  August  14th.    Nicholas  Onley  and 

tion  of  the  Duke  of  Sutherland.    His-  Mary,  daughter  of  Dr.  Henry  Killigrew, 

torical  MSS.    Commission,  Report  v.,  p.  married.  1666,  December  28rd.  Anthony 

176.  Harrington,  Esq.,  and  Sara,  daughter  of 

*  Cuasans,  Dacorwn,  p.  847,  from  S.P.  Sir  John  Garrard,  married.  1667, 
Domestic,  Charles  IL,  vol.  i.,  285.  November  24th.  John,  their  son,  bap- 

» Lambeth  MSS.,  996.  tked.       1664-5,    March    10th.    Buried 

*  The  following  registers  occur : —  Elsie,  daughter  of  Mr.  Gittinss,  minister. 
"1660,  August  26th.  Elizabeth,  daugh-       1669,     November    18th.     Mr.    Bichard 

ter  of  Thomas  Thornton,  minister,  and  Mitchell,  of  Coddicote,  buried.    January 

Elizabeth   his   wife,    baptized.      1661,  19th.  Mr.  Edw.  Brock ett,  of  the  place. 

October  1st.   Sara,   daughter  of   Wm.  buried.    Signed  'John  Clarke,  curate/ 

Eeles  and  Lucy  his  wife,  baptized.  1661,  1675.  Mr.  W.  Brockett  buried  January 

June  3rd.   Buried   Jane,   wife   of  Mr.  1st.     John   Lamb,    rector.     Benjamin 


474  MEMORIALS  OF  NONCONFORMITY  IN  HERTS,     [htodred  of 

was  disallowed,  and  Henry  Killigrew  was  appointed  both  to 
Harpenden  and  to  Wheathamstead,  and  held  them  till  1673. 
He  was  the  youngest  son  of  Sir  R.  Killigrew,  and  born  at 
Hanworth,  Middlesex,  1612.  He  was  also  almoner  to  the 
Duke  of  York,  and  Master  of  the  Savoy  from  1661  till 
his  death  in  1693.  In  1663,  October  6th,  Roger  Ashton, 
of  Wheathamstead,  was  presented  for  not  paying  his  tax 
to  the  church,  being  15*.  10d.,  Robert  Parker  for  the  like 
10s.  8d.,  and  Geo.  Ashton  for  not  coming  to  church.  In  May, 
1673,  John  Latnbe  was  appointed  upon  the  resignation  of 
Henry  Killigrew.  In  1682  the  wardens  "  present  the  want  of 
a  surplice  and  hood  and  two  Common  Prayer  Books,"  showing 
that  matters  had  fallen  into  some  neglect  as  far  as  vestments 
were  concerned. 

Our  summary  of  the  rectors  here,  1529 — 1662,  is  as  follows : — 

1529.  Peter  Valines.  1642.  Lambert  Osbaldeston  again. 
157ti.  Nicholas  Cooke.  1650.  Mr.  Davis,  curate. 

1586.  Mark  Stubbing.  1055.  Thomas  Thornton. 

1626.  Henry  Byrde,  curate.  1660.  Henry  Killigrew. 

1627.  Robert  Kitson,  curate.  1672.  John  Clarke,  curate. 
1633.  James  Barker,  curate.  1673.  John  Lambe. 

1635.  Lambert  OBbaldeston.  1697.  Thomas  Wells,  curate. 

1639.  Lewis  Wemys. 

The  following  are  the  places  certified  under  the  Toleration 
Act  for  religious  worship  for  Protestant  Dissenters  in  this 
parish : — 

1.  "28.  Wheathamstead,  a  place  certified  by  James  Harding,  of 
Wheathamstead.    Michaelmas  Sessions,  1690." 

2.  "29.  Wheathamstead,  a  place  certified  by  Richard  Sibley,  of 
Wheathamstead.    Michaelmas  Sessions,  1690." 

3.  "  77.  Wheathamstead,  for  Anabaptists,  certified  by  James  Harding, 
of  Wheathamstead.    Michaelmas  Sessions,  1694." 

4.  "  These  are  to  certifie  that  there  is  a  Meeting  holden  for  the  public 
worship  of  God  at  the  house  of  Wm.  Osman,  at  the  east  side  of  Guster- 
wood,  in  the  parish  of  Wheathamsted.    Witness  our  hands  January  28th, 

Peter,  parish  clark,  keeper  of  the  regis-  the  book,  and  am  aged  about  four  score." 

ter  book,  and  John  Hill,  churchwardens."  "  170G,   Lady  Day.    Most  worthy   Sir, 

"  1097.  Thomas  Wells  curate."  "  1700-1,  this  I  do  deliver  as  the  very  truth  which 

February    17th.     Buried    Mr.  Richard  have    kept    the  fifty-three  years,   and 

8m  ith,  of  the  Grove.     These  bills  are  have  recorded  all  myself,  and  am  almost 

exactly    from    the    register    book    for  four  score  and  six  years  old.    Witness 

W  heathamstead.      Witness    my   hand,  my  hand,  Benjamin  Peter,  parish  clark  ; 

B  enjamin  Peter,  who  hath  been  parish  J.  Lambe,  rector." 
clarke  this  forty-five  years,  and  kept 
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1699,  James  Harding,   Hagh  Smith,  senior,  Hugh  Smith,  jun.,  John 
Rawlins.     Reg.  ult  die  Aprilis,  1700." 

5.  "  Whereas  the  dwelling-house  of  James  Harding,  situate  in  Wheat- 
hamstead,  is  a  house  appointed  for  the  the  publick  worship  of  God  by 
people  known  by  the  name  of  Anabaptists,  etc.  Witness  our  hands,  Hugh 
Smith,  James  Marshall,  John  Carill,  Wm.  Browne,  Wm.  Brookes,  John 
Hobbs,  John  Brookes." 

6.  "  These  are  to  certify  that  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters 
do  intend  to  meet  for  religious  worship  at  the  house  of  William  Young, 
of  Custed  Wood,  in  the  parish  of  Wheathamsted.  January  28th,  1723. 
Wm.  Young,  Wm.  Hancock,  Richard  Coddall,  John  Harren.  Registered 
2nd  June,  1723." 

7.  "  The  house  of  Richard  Coddall,  by  Marshall's  Heath,  in  the  parish 
of  Wheathamsted.  Certified  January  28th,  1723.  Richard  Coddall,  Wm. 
Hancock,  John  Harren.    Registered  2nd  June,  1723." 

8.  "This  is  to  certify  that  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters 
design  to  meet  for  religious  worship  in  a  dwelling-house  situate  at  Wheat- 
hamsted inhabited  by  John  Grannell.  17th  March,  1728.  Tho.  Barker, 
Jno.  Grannell,  John  Tewn.    Registered  March  18th,  1728." 

9.  "  These  are  to  certify  that  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters  do 
intend  to  meet  for  religious  worship  at  the  house  of  Andrew  Tristram,  in 
the  parish  of  Wheathamstead.  Witness  our  hands  June  1st,  1749,  James 
Smith,  Thomas  Smith,  Joseph  Kibley." 

10.  "  We  .  .  .  certify  that  a  certain  house  in  the  occupation  of  Ann 
Fillbey,  in  the  parish  of  Wheathamsted,  is  set  apart  and  intended  to  be 
used  as  a  place  of  religious  worship  of  Almighty  God  for  his  Majesty's 
Protestant  subjects  dissenting  from  the  Church  of  England.  Dated  16th 
May,  1808.  Minister,  John  Humphrey ;  Ann  Fillby  her  mark,  Jas. 
Huckelsby,  Mary  Huckelsby,  John  Cock,  Thos.  Webb  his  mark,  Geo. 
Day  his  mark,  Wm.  Webb.    Registered  28th  June,  1808.  W.  W." 

11.  "Wheathamsted.  The  dwelling-house  of  Thos.  Parrett  for  Pro- 
testant Dissenters.  November  12th,  1808.  Thos.  Parrett,  Mary  Parrett, 
Jno.  Coates,  Wm.  Jackson,  Wm.  Webb,  Mary  Day." 

12.  "  A  dwelling-house  of  Thos.  Neale,  at  Wheathamsted,  for  Protestant 
Dissenters.  January  1st,  1810.  John  Geard,  Nathanael  Field,  Richard 
Browne." 

13.  "  Dwelling-house  of  Geo.  Sutton,  Wheathamsted,  for  Protestants. 
September  8th,  1812.    Geo.  Sutton." 

14.  "At  Wheathamsted.  Building  of  W.  Rogers,  Geo.  Sutton,  N. 
Bacon,  for  Protestant  Independents.  Certified  May  26th,  1815,  by 
George  Sutton,  Thos.  Fullwood,  H.  Hawkins." 

15.  "  At  Wheathamsted.  Building  of  Mrs.  Susannah  Nash  for  Protestant 
Dissenters.     November  22nd,  1828.    S.  Nash,  W.  Upton,  T.  A.  Barber." 

Mr.  George  Sutton,  of  the  Water  Mills,  Wheathamsted,  in 
1812,  licensed  his  own  house  as  a  place  of  worship  (No.  13). 


476  MEMORIALS  OF  NONCONFORMITY  IN  HERTb. 

The  first  sermon  was  preached  by  Mr.  John  Hayter  Cox,  then 
pastor  of  St.  Albans  Congregational  Church.  The  chapel  was 
opened  5th  July,  1815.  It  was  recommended  by  Jas.  Smith 
of  Redburn,  J.  Carter  of  St.  Albans,  J.  Morrison  of  Barnet, 
J.  Harris  of  Market  Street,  C.  Maslen  of  Hertford,  R.  G.  North 
Ware,  J.  B.  Brown,  Buntingford,  E.  Daniels  of  Luton,  J.  H. 
Cox,  St.  Albans,  J.  Bailey,  Hitchin,  W.  Pendred  of  Royston, 
W.  Jameson  of  Royston,  J.  Alcott  of  Berkhamsted,  and  Dr. 
Robert  Cary  of  Box  Lane.  From  1815  to  1822  supplied.  Church 
formed  1822,  Rev.  George  Browne,  of  St.  Albans,  attending. 
Ministers— Thomas  Cannon,  1822—1827.  Francis  Watts, 
August,  1827,  to  September,  1828.  Charles  Wildey,  1828— 
1832 ;  removed  to  Ashwell.  David  Francis,  July  22nd,  1832,  to 
April  3rd,  1835  ;  died,  and  was  buried  in  the  adjoining  ground. 
The  ministrations  of  the  above  were  nearly  gratuitous ;  they 
enjoyed  only  a  house,  rent,  rate,  and  tax  free.  T.  Salmon,  late 
missionary  at  Surat,  1835—1838 ;  H.  Davis,  1838—1841,  sent 
by  the  Home  Missionary  Society.  Thomas  Gilbert,  1841 — 
1848.  James  Reading,  1848 — 1852 ;  his  services  were  gratui- 
tous. W.  Wainwright,  1853  to  May  8th,  1865;  died,  and 
was  buried  in  the  adjoining  ground.  C.  F.  Tilcocks,  1866 — 
1872.  J.  T.  Hoppus,  1872.  A  new  chapel  was  built  and 
opened  22nd  May,  1877. 


SEAL  OF  THE  BOROUGH  OF  HERTFORD.1 


III.   HUNDRED  OF  HERTFORD. 

r[S  Hundred  included  the  following  parishes: — Amwell, 
Broxborne,  Cheshunt,  St.  Margaret's  or  Stanstead  Thele, 
Wormley ;  these  belonged  to  the  Archdeaconry  of  Middlesex. 
Also  Bengeo,  Berkhamstead  Parva,  Bayford,  Bramfield,  Essen- 
don,  Hertford  (All  Saints',  St.  John's,  St.  Andrew's),  Herting- 
fordbury,  Stapleford,  Tewin;  these  were  in  the  Archdeaconry 
of  Huntingdon.  Bramfield,  though  transferred  to  the  Hundred 
of  Cashio,  still  remained  in  the  Archdeaconry  of  Huntingdon. 
The  Acta  of  the  Archdeaconry  of  Middlesex  which  relate  to 
Herts  are  at  Chelmsford,  Essex ;  and  I  have  had  opportunity 
to  examine  them. 

AMWELL  MAGNA. 
Acres,  2,487  ;  pop.,  2,517  ;  value,  £400. 

Fox,  in  his  Acts  and  Monwmenbs*  gives  a  heartrending 
narrative  of  the  burning  in  one  fire  at  Stratford-le-Bow, 
on  June  27th,  1556,  of  thirteen  martyrs,  eleven  men  and  two 
women.    Among  these  was  Laurence  Parnam,  "  a  smith  of 

i  This  and  the  following  woodcuts  are      Messrs.  Chatto  and  Windas,  his  pub- 
from  Cussans's  History  of  Hertfordshire,       Ushers 
purchased   with   his   permission    from  a  Vol.  Hi.,  pp.  692-8. 
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Hodsdon,  within  the  pariah  of  Amwell,  and  of  the  age  of 
twenty-two  years.  Some  of  them  affirmed  that  in  the  Church 
of  Christ  there  be  but  two  sacraments,  that  is  to  say,  Baptism 
and  the  Lord's  Supper ;  others  referred  themselves  to  believe 
as  the  Scripture  teacheth  them;  and  some  other  refused  to 
make  answer  because  of  their  simplicity.  The  two  women 
declared  that  they  refused  to  be  reconciled  to  the  faith  and 
religion  that  was  then  used  in  the  realm  of  England.  And 
Laurence  Parnam  added  that  he  never  refused  to  be  reconciled 
and  brought  to  the  unity  of  the  Catholic  Church  of  Christ" 
Giving  an  account  of  his  persecution,  he  further  said,  that  "  he 
was  committed  to  Hertford  prison  because  he  would  not  go  to 
church;  and  from  thence  he  was  sent  to  Bonner,  Bishop  of 
London,  to  be  by  him  further  examined." 

On  the  morning  of  their  martyrdom  at  Stratford-le-Bow,  June  27th, 
1556,  "  the  thirteen  were  divided  into  two  parts  in  two  separate  chambers, 
and  the  Sheriff  came  to  the  one  part  and  told  them  that  the  other  had 
recanted,  and  that  their  lives  should  be  saved  if  they  did  so.  But  they 
replied,  that  their  faith  was  not  builded  on  man,  bnt  on  Christ  crucified. 
Then  the  Sheriff,  perceiving  he  could  not  influence  them,  went  to  the 
other  part  and  said  the  like  to  them,  that  they  whom  he  had  been  with 
before  had  recanted,  and  should  not  therefore  suffer  death,  counselling 
them  to  do  the  like.  But  they  answered  as  their  brethren  had  done,  that 
their  faith  was  not  builded  on  man,  but  on  Christ  and  His  Word.  Now 
when  he  saw  it  booted  not  to  persuade  (for  they  were,  God  be  praised, 
surely  grounded  on  the  Bock  Jesus  Christ),  he  led  them  to  the  place 
where  they  should  suffer ;  and  being  all  there  together,  most  earnestly 
they  prayed  unto  God,  and  joyfully  went  to  the  stake,  and  kissed  it,  and 
embraced  it  very  heartily.  The  eleven  men  were  tied  to  the  three  stakes, 
and  the  two  women  loose  in  the  midst  without  any  stake,  and  so  they 
were  all  burnt  in  one  fire,  with  such  love  to  each  other,  and  constancy  in 
our  Saviour  Christ,  that  it  made  all  the  lookers-on  to  marvel." 

In  these  days,  when  not  only  Romanists,  but  Ritualists 
within  the  pale  of  the  Established  Church,  seek  to  lead  the 
people  of  England  back  to  the  sacrifice  of  the  Mass,  and  to  the 
dogma  of  the  Real  Presence  on  the  Altar,  it  is  well  to  note 
the  beliefs  for  which  the  blacksmith  of  Amwell  parish  was 
burnt  to  death.     Their  Letter  of  Apology  tells  us : — 

"  Item  1.  There  are  but  two  sacraments  in  Christ's  Church,  Baptism 
and  the  Lord's  Supper. 

44  2.  We  believe  that  there  is  a  visible  Church  wherein  the  Word  of  God 
is  preached,  and  the  Holy  Sacraments  truly  administered. 
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"3.  The  see  of  Borne  is  the  see  of  Antichrist,  the  congregation  of 
the  wicked,  whereof  the  pope  is  head  under  the  devil. 

"  4.  The  Mass  is  not  only  a  profanation  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  but  also 
a  blasphemous  idoL 

"  5.  God  is  neither  spiritually  nor  corporally  in  the  sacrament  of  the 
altar,  and  there  remaineth  no  substance  in  the  same,  but  only  the  sub- 
stance of  bread  and  wine. 

"For  these  articles  of  our  belief  we  being  condemned  to  die,  do 
willingly  offer  up  our  corruptible  bodies  to  be  dissolved  in  the  fire,  all 
with  one  voice  assenting  and  consenting  thereunto. 

"  (Signed  among  others)  Laurence  Parnam."1 

The  church  of  Amwell,  with  all  its  tithes,  was  given  to  the 
Abbot  and  monks  of  St.  Albans,  but  afterwards  to  the  Prior 
and  Convent  of  Hertford ;  the  bargaining  about  tithes  may  be 
seen  in  Newcourt.3  The  parish  was  in  the  Archdeaconry  of 
Middlesex  and  diocese  of  London.  The  following  is  a  list  of 
the  vicars,  1575—1662  :— 

1575.  William  Clarke.  1599.  Thomas  Hassall.  Common 

1586.  Henry  Bayford.  1657.  Stafford  Leventhorpe.     weftlth  " 

1591.  John  Payton.  1669.  Higham  Hills.  : 

1660.  William  Hawling  (Conformist). 

We  find  William  Clarke,  vicar  here  in  1576,  described  as  one 
who  u  knows  Latin."  The  registers  contain  the  following  note 
concerning  a  gap  between  1586-90 : — "  In  the  year  1586  was 
vicar  Henry  Bayford,  a  man  very  unworthy,  simple  and  negli- 
gent in  his  place,  who,  as  he  neglected  his  duty  in  the  church, 
so  also  he  did  elsewhere;  for  as  far  as  I  [Hassall?]  can  perceive 
there  was  no  register  kept  in  his  days.  He  after  some  years 
resigned  his  living  to  Mr.  Payton,  and  betook  himself  to  some 
other  employment/'8  John  Payton  was  followed  in  the  year 
1599  by  Thomas  Hassall,  who  was  minister  for  the  long 
term  of  fifty-seven  years,  and  through  all  the  changes  of  the 
Commonwealth  down  to  1657.  The  Commissioners  of  1650 
report  that  the  vicarage  was  then  of  the  annual  value  of  £18, 
and  that  it  was  held  by  Mr.  Thomas  Hassall.*  The  parish 
registers  contain  the  following  notes : — 

"I,  Thomas  Hawaii,  born  in  the  city  of  London,  in  the  parish  of 

i  Another  Hertfordshire  man,  and  a  *  Rtpertorium,  i  798. 

blacksmith  too,  among  these   thirteen  *  See  Cossans,  Hundred  of  HertfurdT 

martyrs,  waa  William  Halliwell,  of  p.  182. 

Waltham  Cross.    His  signature  also  is  4  Lambeth  HSS.  Survey. 
appended  to  the  above  articles.     See 
Fox  as  before,  iii.  694,  5. 
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"St.  Peter's  in  Cornhill,  sometime  a  member  of  Trinity  College  in  Cam- 
bridge, where  I  commenced  Master  of  Arts,  was  instituted  and  inducted 
into  the  real  and  actual  possession  of  this  vicarage  of  Amwell  Magna 
the  6th  day  of  February,  according  to  the  computation  of  the  Church  of 
England,  Anno  1599."  "  The  said  Thomas  Hassall  departed  this  life  at 
Amwell  September  24th,  Thursday,  and  was  buried  the  Saturday  follow- 
ing, September  26th,  in  the  year  1657,  I,  Isaac  Craven,  of  Aston,  in  this 
county  of  Hartford,  clerk,  preaching  for  him  upon  this  text  Genesis  hit. 
29,  and  Augustine  Rolfe,  of  Stansted  Abbott  in  the  same  county,  clerk, 
burying  him  by  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  according  to  his  desire  dum 
vixU.    In  cetermim  vivat  et  valeat" ' 

Thomas  Hassall  (Salmon  informs  us)  has  left  a  book  which 
is  a  history  of  the  turbulent  times  he  lived  in,  and  his  own 
behaviour  in  them,  which  he  leaves  for  the  perusal  of  posterity. 
44  The  monthly  humiliation  falling  in  with  Christmas,  the  former 
was  by '  ordinance '  to  be  kept ;  for  the  other  had,  it  seems, 
forfeited  its  title  by  the  abuses  of  its  votaries.  The  words 
are, '  Our  sins,  and  the  sins  of  our  forefathers,  have  turned  this 
Feast  into  an  extreme  forgetfulness  of  Him/  In  1652,"  con- 
tinues Salmon,  "the  Parliament  ordered,  to  prevent  keeping 
Christmas  Day,  that  the  Lord  Mayor  and  sheriffs  should  pro- 
tect those  from  wrong  and  violence  that  opened  their  shops 
then.  As  to  his  own  part,  speaking  of  the  authority  of  Par- 
liament, who  enjoined  taking  the  Covenant,  he  [Hassall]  defers 
with  great  submission  to  them.  Men  of  inferior  place  (saith 
he)  and  gifts,  uncapable  of  such  transcendent  mysteries  of 
State,  were  fearful  to  subscribe.  And  when  he  mentions  his 
submission  to  the  necessities  of  the  time,  and  to  the  power  of 
present  authority,  and  throwing  up  the  Common  Prayer  for  a 
conceived  form  of  service,  he  concludes  with,  Condones,  qwceso 
Jehovah,  servo  tuo  in  hoc — f  Lord,  pardon,  I  pray  Thee,  Thy 
servant  in  this  matter.'"3 

Hassall  was  followed  in  1657  by  Stafford  Leventhokpe, 
of  whom  we  find  the  following  record : — "  Amwell.  Stafford 
Leventhorpe  admitted  17th  March,  1657,  having  a  presen- 
tation from  Jeremy  Elwes,  Esq.,  patron,  and  certificates  from 
Thomas  Thornton,  of  Wheathamsted,  Edward  Hickes,  of 
Hertingfordbury,  Nath.  Eeles,  of  Harpenden,  and  Jo.  Young,  of 
Kimpton." 3    It  would  seem  that  he  removed  within  a  year  to 

1  See  Cussans,  Hundred  of  Hertford,  »  Salmon's  History  of  Herts,  p.  20. 

p.  181,  note ;  from  the  Parish  Register.  *  Lambeth  MSB.,  998. 
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Sheephall,  where  he  conformed  to  the  Bartholomew  Act,  but 
resigned  in  1665,  and  removed  to  Stevenage,  where  he  remained 
till  his  death  in  1678.  At  Amwell  he  was  followed  in  1659 
by  Hicham  Hills,  and  he  in  turn  the  following  year,  1660, 
by  William  Hawling,  from  Broxborne,  who  conformed  to  the 
Act  of  Uniformity,  and  remained  here  till  his  death  in  1683. 
In  1665  he  was  presented  upon  the  charge  of  "baptizing 
without  godfathers  and  godmothers."1  Chauncy  gives  the 
following  inscription  on  his  tomb  in  the  chancel : — 

"  Infra  jacet  sepuUiu  Gulielmus  Hawling  kujus  Ecclesuz  Vicarius,  qui 
obiit  February  7th,  anno  scdidis  1682-3,  annoque  cttatis  sua  75." 

John  Scott,  the  Quaker  poet,  resided  in  the  parish  of 
Amwell.  He  was  born  in  South wark,  January  9th,  1730.  In 
1740  his  father  withdrew  from  business,  and  retired  with  his 
family  to  Amwell,  and  his  son  John  was  sent  to  a  private 
day-school  near  Ware.  In  1748  he  formed  an  acquaintance 
with  Charles  Frogley,  a  bricklayer,  who,  like  Scott,  had  a 
natural  taste  for  poetizing.  Scott's  first  pieces  appeared  in 
the  Gentleman's  Magazine,  1753.  In  1766  he  became  ac- 
quainted with  Dr.  Johnson,  who  admired  his  amiable  qualities 
and  "  always  spoke  of  him  with  feeling  regard."  In  1773  he 
published  a  pamphlet  upon  "  the  present  state  of  the  parochial 
and  vagrant  poor.0  In  1776  he  published  his  poem  of  Amwell. 
By  his  exertions  a  wide  road  between  Ware  and  Hertford  was 
opened,  and  many  improvements  made  in  the  streets  of  Ware. 
He  died  at  Radcliff,  London,  December  12th,  1783,  aged  fifty- 
four  years,  and  was  buried  in  the  Quakers'  burying-ground 
there.2  The  following  indicate  the  presence  of  Friends,  Bap- 
tists, and  other  Nonconformists  in  this  parish  after  the  passing 
of  the  Toleration  Act : — 

"  42.  Amwell,  a  meeting-place  for  Quakers  certified  at  Mich.  Sessions, 
1691." 

"56.  Great  Amwell,  a  meeting-place  for  Anabaptists  certified  by 
Christopher  Greenhill,  of  Great  Amwell,  at  Epiphany  Sessions,  1692." 

1  Acta  of  the  Archdeaconry  of  Middle-  And  in  1669  Thos.  Taylor,  Jas.  Spratt, 

■ex  at  Chelmsford.    In  the  same  year  Henry    Cook,  "for   not    receiving  the 

(1665)  Wm.  Hadaley,  John  Benton,  Wm.  sacrament." 

Baker, John  Childerson.  Oeo.  Boll,  Bichd.  *  Clutterbnck,  ii.  21,  from  Hoole's  Life 

Ladde,  John  Bryan,  Edw.  Parker,  were  of  John    Scott,  1785,    prefixed   to   the 

presented  "  for  not  coming  to  their  own  Critical  Essays. 
parish  church  on  Sundays  and  holy  day  a." 

31 
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11  86.  Little  Amwell,  a  place  of  meeting  certified  by  Kathanael  Godfrey, 
of  Little  Amwell.    Epiphany  Sessions,  1698." 

"  1,012.  House  at  Amwell  End,  in  Amwell  pariah,  certified  by  Chas. 
Cook,  of  Loughton,  minister,  on  23rd  May,  1817." 

"126.  Great  Amwell,  for  Primitive  Methodiata,  certified  by  Wm. 
Batley,  of  Amwell  Magna,  minister.    Easter  Sessions,  1850." 


BENGEO. 
Acres,  8,047 ;  pop.,  2,886 ;  value,  £600. 

Sir  Ralph  Sadlier,  who  held  lands  in  this  parish,  was  ordered 
to  entertain  Mary,  Queen  of  Scots,  and  see  her  well  accom- 
panied, and  her  train  well  used  for  their  reasonable  money,  at 
her  passing  through  Hertfordshire  in  1551.1  He  was  also 
appointed  on  a  commission  to  look  after  the  "  lead,  bell-metal, 
plate,  etc.,  as  is  due  to  the  King  (Edward  VI.)  by  reason  of 
the  dissolution  of  divers  monasteries." *  He  was  present  at 
Queen  Elizabeth's  first  council  at  Hatfield,  and  as  a  member 
of  her  council  he  was  a  professed  friend  of  the  Puritans.8 

The  vicar  of  Bengeo  at  this  time  was  John  Williams,  whose 
name  occurs  among  the  Puritans  at  the  Convocation  of  1547, 
and  who  was  afterwards  prebend  of  Gloucester.4  He  was 
followed  by  Richard  Hay  lie,  who  was  here  in  1576,*  and  was 
buried  at  Hitchin  8th  December,  1596.  Thomas  Field,  who 
succeeded,  seems  to  have  been  strict  with  his  parishioners,  for 
on  "November  6th,  1610,  Thomas  Tayler,  of  Bengeo,  his  servant, 
presents  that  the  grain  they  thresh  on  the  week-day  they  fan 
on  the  Sabbath."  Thomas  Field  in  1607  appears  both  as 
*  vicar"  of  Bengeo  and  "  minister"  of  St.  Andrew's,  Hertford. 
In  1614  the  following  return  was  made:  "Bengeo;  patron, 
Sir  Henry  Fanshaw;  value,  £6  ;  communicants,  80 ;  recusants, 
none.  Thomas  Feylde,  vicar.  I  give  my  voice  and  agree  to 
all  that  the  greater  part  of  the  ministers  then  present  do  in 
respect  of  the  clerks  of  the  convocation."  He  died  in  1623, 
and  in  1624  "Spencer  Fell,  curate/9  attests  the  transcript  of 
registers.  In  1625,  "December  10th,  AuousTiN  Hill,  vicar, . 
was  inducted  by  me,  George  Gippes,  of  St  Andrew's,  Hertford, 

Strype,  Memorials,  IL,  i.  602.  *  Strype,  Cranmer,  221,  274. 

lb.,  IL,  ii.  210.  •  Lambeth  M8S.,  900. 

Strype's  Parker,  ii.  191. 
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in  tbe  presence  of  Henry  Bull,  Edw.  Carde,  Richd.  Bull;  Thomas 
Peyrom,  George  Goffe,  churchwardens,"  and  others,  "propter 
cess.  Miles  Scottow."  "20th  June,  1629.  Bengeo:  John  Bright 
inducted  by  Isaac  Craven  in  presence  of  Jon.  Thorowgood,  Jo. 
Thorowgood,  junior,  Thomas  Thorowgood."  "  13th  May,  1635. 
Bengeo:  John  Bewick  on  resignation  of  John  Bright/' 1  Bewick 
was  here,  and  signs  the  register  down  to  1645.  The  Commis- 
sioners of  1650  found  William  Heath  here,3  Joseph  Fobster 
was  appointed  31st  July,  1661.8 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  vicars  from  1550  to  1662 : — 

1550.  John  Williams.  1625.  Augustin  HilL 

1576.  Richard  Haylie.  1629.  John  Bright. 

1596.  Thomas  Field.  1635.  John  Bewick. 

1624.  Miles  Scottow.  Spencer  Ml      1645.  William  Heath  (Commonwealth), 
(curate).  1661.  Joseph  Forster  (Conformist). 

"Among  the  books  preserved  in  the  parish  chest,"  says 
Mr.  Cussans,4  "is  a  most  interesting  and  valuable  register  which 
formerly  belonged  to  the  Society  of  Friends  established  at 
Hertford.  The  record,  which  is  carefully  kept,  and  is  in  an 
excellent  state  of  preservation,  extends  from  the  year  1678 
to  1782.  Among  other  entries  occurs  the  following:  "19th 
March,  1698-9.  Buried  Sarah  Stout,  of  All  Saints',  Hertford/' 
She  was  found  drowned  in  a  mill-dam,  and  the  cause  of  her 
death  was  the  subject  of  the  memorable  trial  of  Spencer  Cowper, 
Esq.,  with  whom  she  was  supposed  to  be  in  love. 

In  1663  John  North,  of  Bengeo,  was  presented  for  keeping 
his  child  eighteen  months  unbaptized.  John  Woolmer,  senior, 
John  Woolmer,  junior,  Thomas  Larkin,  Thomas  Taylor,  the 
wife  of  John  Britten,  Geo.  Monford,  Geo.  Scott,  Elizabeth,  wife 
of  Thos.  Lawrence,  Thos.  Pargrove,  Josias  Sheppardson,  Francis 
Humberstone,  Wm.  Larkin,  Ralph  Ball, — all  presented  at  the 
Archdeacon's  Court  for  not  coming  to  church  at  Bengeo. 

The  following  registrations  of  places  of  religious  worship  for 
Protestant  Dissenters  in  this  parish  occur : — 

1  These  are  from  the  bundles  of  indue-  Saml.  Watkins,  of  St.  Andrew's,  Holborn, 

tions  in  the  Archdeaconry  of  Hunts  at  cleHeus.&nd  Elizabeth  Bull,  of  St.  An- 

Hitchin.      In    the   registers    we   find;  drew's,  Hartford,  married."  **  Also  several 

"  1626,    January    2nd,   Humfry   Tabor  children  of  Gabriel  and  Elizabeth  Fletcher 

and  Martha  Goodman  were   married."  baptized  1634-41." 

••  1636-7.  22nd  February,  John  King,  Dr.  *  Lambeth  MSS.,  Survey,  vol.  8. 

of  Physic,   of   Enfield,   and    Elizabeth  *  Rennet's  Register*  p.  612. 

Boberta  married."    "  1688,  April  27th,  *  Cussans,  Hundred  qf  Hertford,  p.  46. 
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1.  "  House  and  premises  at  Tumnell,  Bengeo,  for  Protestant  Dissenters, 
19fch  June,  1810.     Cei-tined  by  John  Geard,  John  Crawley,  Wm.  Rudd." 

2.  "  House  and  premises  of  John  Read,  at  Waterford,  Bengeo,  for  Pro- 
testant Dissenten,  21st  June,  181 0.  Certified  by  John  Geard,  John  Crawley, 
Matt.  Foster." 

3.  "  Dwelling-house  and  premises  of  W.  Acorn  for  Protestant  Dissent- 
ers. Certified  March  28th,  1812,  by  Wm.  James,  Ben.  Ansell,  Bobt.  Young, 
Jno.  Nicholls,  Ed.  Tratter,  Jas.  Field. M 

4.  "  Dwelling-house  of  W.  Warren  for  Protestants,  April  30th,  1813. 
Certified  by  W.  Irons,  W.  Warren,  W.  James." 

5.  "House  of  John  Grumble  for  Protestant  Dissenters  17th  February, 
1817.    Certified  by  C.  Maslen." 

6.  "  House  of  Jas.  King,  Bengeo,  for  Protestant  Dissenters,  November 
28th,  1831.    Certified  by  W.  Roe,  Jas.  King." 


LITTLE  BERKHAM8TEAD. 
Acres,  1,689;  pop.,  424;  value,  £300. 

King  Henry  VIII.,  in  the  thirty-first  year  of  his  reign,  granted 
the  stewardship  of  this  manor  to  Sir  Anthony  Denny,  the  well- 
known  "  favourer  of  the  Gospel  and  professor  of  it,"  as  Strype 
describes  him.1  His  seat  was  Waltham  Abbey,  and  his  wife, 
the  Lady  Joan,  was  among  those  of  the  court  persecuted  by 
Bishop  Gardiner.2  William  Saunders,  a  Puritan,  was  appointed 
to  this  living  by  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  St.  Paul's  in  1549, 
and  in  1576  Nicholas  Clinton,  described  as  S.T.B.  and  concio- 
nator  or  preacher,  was  minister  here.  Lord  Burghley  made 
his  second  son,  Sir  Robert  Cecil,  lay  rector  in  1588,  and  in 
1610  Nicholas  Hughes  signs  as  "sub-rector";  in  1621  Jeremiah 
Williams  as  "  curate";  in  1623  John  Davenaiit  as  "sub-rector '* ; 
and  in  1624  Thomas  Falthropp  was  inducted.3  The  well-known 
Thomas  Ken,  author  of  the  morning  and  evening  hymns,  was 
born  here  in  July,  1637.4  The  following  is  a  list  of  rectors 
from  1550  to  1662:— 

1  Strype,  Memorials,  II.,  i.  444 ;  ii.  41.  Nathaniel  Matthew,  cler.,  baptized 
»  lb.,  1,  i.  598.  March  7th.  1656,  April  8th,  Nathanael, 
*  All  these  are  named  in  the  Ada  of  son  of  Nath.  Matthew,  baptized.  1658, 
the  Archdeaconry  of  Huntingdon.  In  the  March  2nd,  Humfry,  son  of  Nath.  Mat- 
registers  (transcripts)  we  find:  "1625,  thew.  baptized.  1662,  May  3rd,  Elizabeth, 
June  15th, Robert,  son  of  Thos.  Falthropp,  daughter  of  Nath.  Matthew,  baptized, 
baptized.  1689,  June  29th,  buried  Mr.  1669,  June  9th,  William,  son  of  Nath. 
Bichd.  Carr.  1640,  October  10th,  mar-  Matthew,  baptized.  1660,  25th  April, 
ried  John  Ferrers,  Kt.,  and  Mrs.  Eliza-  Esther,  daughter  of  Mark  Ken,  baptized.1' 
beth   Lever.    1658,  Isan,   daughter   of  4  Wood's   Athena,   ii.   989.      Bishop 
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1549.  William  Saunders.  1623.  John  Davenant,  sub-rector. 

1576.  Nicholas  Clinton.  1624.  Thomas  Falthropp. 

1588.  Sir  R.  Cecil,  lay  rector.  1645.  Samuel  Cradock. 

Nicholas    Hughes     (sub-rector  1646.  Abraham  Bush,  M.A. 

1610).  1650.  Nathanael  Matthew,  conformed 
1621.  Jeremiah  Williams,  curate.  in  1662. 

Walker1  mentions  Thomas  Falthropp  as  sequestered  from 
this  living  some  time  after  1648,  and  adds,  "  Two  chief  articles 
against  him  (as  I  have  been  assured)  were  these :  1.  That  he 
had  dissuaded  his  parishioners  from  going  into  the  service  of 
the  Parliament,  the  proof  of  which  was  this.  Philip  Hill,  one 
of  his  parish,  had  an  only  son,  who  was  resolved  to  go  a 
volunteer  into  the  Parliament  army,  upon  which  the  old  man 
came  to  Mr.  Falthropp  and  entreated  him  to  dissuade  his  son 
from  that  project,  which  he  accordingly  did,"  etc.  That  Thomas 
Falthropp  was  sequestered,  not  in  1648,  but  in  1645,  we 
have  abundant  proof  from  the  minutes  of  the  Committee  for 
Plundered  Ministers.     Thus — 

"28th  February,  1645.  It  is  ordered  that  the  sequestrators  of  the 
rectory  of  Little  Barkhamsted,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  do  forthwith 
pay  unto  Mr.  Horkb  the  £15  ordered  him  for  officiating  the  cure  since 
the  said  sequestration.  July  26th,  1645.  The  rectorie  of  Little  Bark- 
hamsted, in  the  county  of  Hertford,  is  sequestered  from  Mr.  Falthrop  to 
Mr.  Cradock.  July  28th.  This  Committee  do  appoint  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  petition  of  Mr.  Falthrop,  from  whom  the  rectorie  of  Little 
Barkhamsted,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  is  sequestered,  and  of  Mr. 
Cradock,  to  whom  the  same  is  sequestered;  and  it  is  ordered  that  Mr. 
Falthrop  do  forthwith  deliver  up  the  possession  of  the  parsonage  house 
and  use  of  the  glebe  to  Mr.  Cradock*  June  11th,  1646.  It  is  ordered 
that  Mr.  Cradock  do  shew  cause  why  he  doth  not  officiate  the  cure. 
June  16th,  1646.  It  is  ordered  that  Abraham  Bush,  minister,  be  referred 
to  the  Assembly  for  Barkhamsted  Parva.  July  9th,  1646.  Whereas  it 
appears  that  Mr.  Falthrop  has  not  been  heard  by  his  witnesses,  it  is 
thought  fit  that  he  be  heard,  yet  as  he  keepeth  possession  of  the  said 
parsonage  house,  this  Committee  do  expect  that  obedience  be  first  given 
by  him  before  he  be  admitted  to  further  hearing.    Whereas  the  rectory 

Ken   was    the   son    of    Thomas    Ken  shire.  In  1672  he  returned  to  Winchester, 

of  Furnival's  Inn.    In  1652  he  went  to  In  1684  he  was  made  Bishop  of  Bath  and 

Winchester  School,  and  in  1666  to  Oxford,  Wells,  and  was  one  of  the  seven  bishops 

where  he  gained  a  fellowship  at  New  committed  to  the  Tower  in  1688,  tried, 

College  in  1667.    At  the  musical  gather-  and  acquitted.    Being  a  non-juror,  he 

ings  there  "  Ken  would  sometimes  be  was  deprived  of  his  bishopric.    He  died 

among  them  and  sing  his  part."  Ordained  March  19th,  1711.    Encvc.  Britannica,  t.n. 

in  1662.  be  successively  held  the  livings  l  Sufferingt  of  the  Clergy,  ii.  243. 

of  Little  Easton,  Essex.  Brightstone.  Isle  *  Add.  MSS. ,  1 6669. 
of  Wight,  and  East  Woodhay  in  Hamp- 
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of  Little  Barkhamsted,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  was  by  order  of  the 
Rt.  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Manchester  sequestered  from  Thomas  Falthrop 
to  the  use  of  Mr.  Cradock,  who  hath  sithence  relinquished  the  same,  it 
is  ordered  that  the  said  rectory  shall  stand  sequestered  from  henceforth 
to  the  use  of  Mr.  Abraham  Bush.  Master  of  Arts,  a  godly  and  orthodox 
divine,  who  is  hereby  required  forthwith  to  officiate  the  cure  of  the  said 
church  as  rector,  and  preach  diligently  to  the  parishioners  there,  and  that 
he  shall  have  for  his  pains  therein  the  parsonage  house  and  glebe  lands, 
etc.1  August  3l8t,  1646.  Mr.  Falthrop  refuses  to  give  possession  in  order 
to  appear.  Is  again  ordered  first  to  give  up  the  parsonage.  September 
10th,  1646.  The  Committee  of  Parliament  at  Hertford  are  ordered  to 
put  and  settle  the  sequestrators  of  the  rectorie  of  Little  Barkhamsted,  in 
the  county  of  Hertford,  in  possession  of  the  parsonage  house  and  glebe, 
and  to  call  to  their  assistance  all  constables,  trained  bands,  and  other 
officen  they  shall  think  meet ;  and  the  sergeant-at-arms  or  his  deputies 
are  to  take  and  keep  the  said  Mr.  Falthrop  in  safe  custody.  September 
18th,  1646.  It  is  ordered  upon  the  petition  of  Thomas  Falthrop  that  he 
be  discharged  from  imprisonment,  paying  his  fees." 

The  minute  book  abounds  in  references  to  Little  Berkham- 
stead  and  to  Mr.  Falthropp,  clearly  showing  the  patience  with 
which  his  claims  were  considered  and  the  justice  meted  out  to 
him.  We  shall  hear  of  Samuel  Cradock  again  in  connection 
with  Bishop's  Stortford.  Abraham  Bush  was  not  long  here, 
for  in  1650  the  Commissioners  to  inquire  into  the  state  of 
ecclesiastical  livings  report  that  the  rectory  is  held  by 
Nathaniel  Matthew,  by  sequestration.*  We  also  find  this 
augmentation. 

"  March  24th,  1665.  In  pursuance  of  an  order  of  the  late  Committee 
for  Reformation  of  the  Universities  of  April  9th,  1651,  it  is  ordered  that 
Mr.  Francis  Church,  reor. ,  doe  from  time  to  time  pay  unto  Mr.  Nathaniel 
Mathewes,  minister  of  Little  Barkhamsted,  in  the  county  of  Hertford 
(approved  according  to  the  Ordinance  for  Approbation  of  Puhliqne 
Preachers),  the  yearly  sum  of  £20  out  of  the  rents  and  profitts  hereafter 
mentioned,— viz.,  the  yearly  sum  of  £12  out  of  the  rectory  of  Yardley, 
and  the  further  yearly  sum  of  £8  out  of  the  rectory  of  Harpenden, 
within  the  county  of  Hertford,  to  be  accounted  from  the  25th  March, 
1655,  and  to  be  from  time  to  time  continued  and  paid  unto  him  for  such 
time  as  he  shall  discharge  the  duty  of  the  minister  of  the  said  place,  or 
until  further  order  of  these  trustees,  provided  that  this  order  be  first 
entered  with  the  auditor.  Jo.  Thorowgood,  BL  Sydenham,  Ba.  Hall, 
Jo.  Pocock,  Ri.  Young."» 

i  Add.  MSS.,  15670,  fol.  462.  «  Lambeth  M8a,  Augmentation*,  972, 

>  Lambeth  MS&,  Survey,  vol.  x.  fol.  441. 
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Matthew  conformed  in  1662,  and  continued  rector  of  this 
parish  till  his  death  in  1680,  having  been  pastor  thirty  years. 
"Nathaniel  Matthew  and  Elizabeth  his  wife"  buried  three 
children  tria  pignora  chara  in  this  churchyard ;  namely, — 

44  Elizabeth,  ob.  30th  April,  1662,  aged  14  years  ;  William,  ob.  7th  June, 
1662,  aged  10  years  ;  Katherine,  ob.  12th  October,  1669,  aged  19  years  ; " 

and  he  put  under  their  names  the  following  lines  : — 

"  Nonfuerunt  diu  std  vixerunt. 
Their  lives  not  short  who  ripe  for  glory  die, 
And  change  this  moment  for  eternity." * 

Some  Nonconformists  in  this  parish  were  brought  before 
the  Archdeacon's  Court  October  30th,  1663.  "  John  Goodall 
and  his  wife  for  not  coming  to  church  ;  Phoebe  Bourdeaux  for 
the  like,  and  Francis  Forster.  Also  John  Mayhoe.  Ralph 
Charles  for  refusing  to  pay  his  dues  to  the  minister,  and  for 
absenting  himself  from  the  church  three  Sundays."2  They 
availed  themselves  of  the  freedom  granted  in  the  year  1672, 
when  Charles  II.  issued  his  Declaration  of  Indulgence.  <(  The 
house  of  Richard  Pemble,  in  Little  Barkhainstead,  was 
licensed  as  a  Presbyterian  meeting  place  on  July  22nd,  1672  " ; 
and  a  license  was  granted  to  "  Peter  Herrt  to  be  a  Presby- 
terian teacher  in  the  house  of  Richard  Pemble,  in  Little 
Barkhamstead,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  22nd  July,  1672." 

In  the  registrations  under  the  Toleration  Act  the  following 
occur: — 

1.  "  These  are  to  certify  that  we,  Protestant  Dissenters,  request  that  a 
certain  house  and  premises  situated  in  Epping  Green,  in  the  parish  of 
Berkhamstead,  rented  by  a  Mr.  John  Roberts,  butcher,  may  be  entered  as 
a  place  for  Divine  worship.  Witness,  etc.,  this  26th  May,  1802,  Wm.  Broady , 
minister,  Abr.  Jackson,  Nathaniel  Whitbread,  Hewit  Dyer.  Begdd.  28th 
May,  1802.  W.W." 

2.  "  We  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed,  certify  that  the  dwelling- 
house  of  James  Pond,  of  How  Green,  in  the  parish  of  Little  Berkham- 
stead, is  set  apart  and  intended  to  be  used  as  a  place  of  religious  worship 

1  "  1653,  March  7th,  Isan,  daughter  of  Nathaniel    Matthew,    clericus,   buried. 

Nathaniel  Matthew,  clericus,  baptized.  9th   June,  William,  eon   of   Nathaniel 

1656,    April     8th,   Nathaniel,   son    of  Matthew,  buried." — Transcript  Regitttrt 

Nathaniel  Matthew,  clericus,  baptized.  at  Hitchin. 

1668,   March    2nd,   Humphry,   son   of  9  Act^  Archdeaconry  of  Huntingdon 

Nathaniel  Matthew,  clericus,  baptised,  at  Hitchin. 
1662,  May  8rd,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
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for  his  Majesty  8  Protestant  subjects  dissenting  from  the  Church  of 
England,  and  we  do  request  that  the  same  may  be  registered,  eta  Dated 
June  3rd,  1807.  Minister,  John  Humphrey,  Tho.  Harding,  Jas.  Pond, 
Eliz.  Pond,  The*.  Padman,  Jas.  Kirk,  Robt  Copperwheat,  Thos.  White- 
house.    Reg*.  5th  August,  1807." 

3.  "The  house  of  Hannah  Slack  at  Epping  Green,  Little  Berkhamstead, 
certified  as  a  place  of  religious  worship  for  Protestant  Dissenters,  18th 
August,  1810.    Joshua  Pannell,  Thos.  Wenham,  Benj.  Ansell." 


BAY  FORD. 
Acres.  1,632;  pop.,  273 ;  value,  £150. 

Robert  Fairfax,  Doctor  of  Music,  was  born  here  1504,  and 
was  organist  of  the  Abbey  Church,  St.  Albans,  a  wherein  he 
was  buried  under  a  stone  covered  by  the  mayor's  seat."  l 
William  Hughes  is  described  as  curate  here  in  1576,  and  after- 
wards was  rector.  He  was  buried  here  in  1609,  and  in  1610 
the  transcript  register  is  signed  "  per  me  Nicholas  Hughes."  Iu 
1610-11.  " January  22nd,  I,  David  Doulben,  of  Bayford,  do 
willingly  subscribe  the  three  articles."  In  1615  "John 
Priestlay,  minister,"  signs.  In  1620  "  John  Wilson,  sub-rector 
de  Bayford,"  signs ;  probably  the  same  who  was  at  Kirapton 
afterwards.  In  1624  "Griffith  Roberts,  curate,"  signs  (see 
Ridge).  In  1625  Humphry  Tabor  signs;  "Edw.  Akers 
and  John  Thorowgood,  churchwardens."  In  1629  "Richard 
Carr,  curate,"  signs,  and  continues  to  1635 ;  in  1631  he 
describes  himself  as  "  minister."  In  1636  John  Wynne,  curate, 
signs  the  transcripts,  and  down  to  1640.  Then  on  February 
2nd,  1641-2,  Richard  Pooley  was  inducted.2  Walker  enumerates 
him  among  his  "sufferers,"  but  the  evidence  is  clear  that  he 
was  undisturbed  at  Bayford  during  the  Commonwealth,  and 
complied  with  the  covenant  and  directory.  The  Commissioners 
of  1650  report  regarding  Bayford,  "Mr.  Richard  Pooley  dis- 
charges the  cure  by  desire  of  the  inhabitants,"  while  his  son, 
Richard  Pooley,  junior,  officiated  as  minister  of  Essendon. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  rectors  from  1576  to  1662 : — 

»  Cooper.  Athenm  Cantab-  i.  16.  Knighton,  and  Catharine  Ferrers,  bap- 

*  Acta  of  the  Archdeaconry  of  Hunts.  tired  ;  1640,  April  21st,  Knighton  Ferrers, 

We  also  note  the  following  register  :—  Esq.,    buried ;    1640,    September    18th. 

"  1680,  Lady  Ann  Ferrare  buried  August  John  Ferrers,  Kt.(  buried." 

18th  ;  1689,  April  2nd,  Knighton,  son  of 
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1576.  William  Hughes,  curate.  1625.  Humphry  Tabor,  rector. 

1610.  Nicholas  Hughes.  1629.  Richard  Carr,  curate. 

1611.  Dayid  Doulben.  1636.  John  Wynne,  curate. 
1615.  John  Priestlay.  1641.  Richard  Pooley,  senior. 
1620.  John  Wilson,  sub-rector.  1660.  Richard  Pooley,  junior. 

1624.  Griffith  Roberts,  curate. 

Sir  John  Ferrers,  grandson  of  the  poet  and  Puritan,  George 
Ferrers,  of  Flamstead,  came  into  possession  of  this  manor 
through  his  wife,  the  only  surviving  child  of  John  Knighton, 
and  lived  here  till  his  death  in  1640.  He  was  a  Puritan,  and 
so  was  his  son  and  his  grandchild,  Katherine,  the  wife  of 
Thomas  Fanshaw,  who  died  at  Ware  in  1660.  The  manor 
was  then  bought  by  John  Mayo,  of  London,  a  thorough-going 
Parliament  man,  whose  son,  Israel  Mayo,  is  described  as  "  a 
very  worthy  and  religious  gentleman,  a  great  countenancer  of 
religion,  who  often  kept  meetings  in  his  own  house  at  Bayford 
in  Charles  IL's  reign.  Lord  Fanshaw  apprehended  him  as  a 
disafiected  person,  together  with  Sir  Harbottle  Grimston,  but 
upon  his  letter  to  Lord  Chancellor  Hyde  they  were  both 
released." 1  His  only  son,  George  Mayo,  was  educated  by  Mr. 
Cradock,  at  Wickhambrook,  Suffolk. 

Among  the  preachers  in  Israel  Mayo's  house  was  Robert 
Billio,  ejected  minister  of  Wickham  Bishop  in  Essex,  whose 
son  was  also  one  of  Mr.  Cradock  s  pupils.  Calamy  tells  us 
that  in  times  of  persecution  Robert  Billio  was  wonderfully 
preserved,  though  "  he  was  once  very  near  being  taken  when  he 
was  preaching  at  the  house  of  Israel  Mayo,  Esq.,  at  Bayford, 
near  Hertford,  being  but  just  in  time  conveyed  into  a  garret 
and  covered  in  a  dark  hole  with  billets."2  John  Mayo,  the 
father,  died  May  29th,  1675,  aged  eighty-three  years,  and  his 
son,  Israel  Mayo,  died  11th  February,  1715,  in  the  eighty-fifth 
year  of  his  age.  They  both  are  buried  in  the  south  transept 
of  Bayford  church.  Another  Nonconforming  minister  who 
preached  occasionally  at  Bayford  was  Nathaniel  Ball, 
ejected  first  from  Barley,  and  then  from  Royston.  He  lived 
about  seven  years  in  a  small  village  in  Essex,  Little  Chishill, 
where  he  was  screened  by  Mr.  Parr,  his  brother-in-law,  a 
worthy,  serious  conforming  minister ;  he  preached  also  occa- 

i  MSB.  Afi$cellame$,  BJf -L.  Dr.  Wil-  »  Calamy,  Continuation,  480. 

liams's  lib. 
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sionally  in  Cambridge,  Epping,  and  Bayford  with  great  success, 
and  died  at  Epping  September  18th,  1681,  in  his  fifty-eighth 
year. 

In  the  church  of  Bayford,  after  the  Restoration,  the  services 
must  have  been  in  a  somewhat  neglected  state,  for  in  1682 
"  John  Parkin  doth  present  the  want  of  a  surplesse  and  hood 
and  two  Common  Prayer- Books  in  the  parish  church  of 
Bayford/'  On  the  other  hand,  in  spite  of  repression  and 
persecution,  the  Nonconformists  held  their  services ;  and 
immediately  upon  the  passing  of  the  Toleration  Act,  Israel 
Mayo  registered  his  own  house  for  Divine  worship. 

10.  "  Bayford  Place,  in  the  pariah  of  Bayford,  certified  by  Israel  Mayo, 
Esq.,  of  Bayford,  Midsummer  Sessions,  1689." ! 

BRAMFIELD. 
Acres,  1,640;  pop,,  249 ;  value,  £880. 

In  1576  the  name  of  Richard  Stone  occurs  as  rector  here, 
and  he  is  described  as  M.A.  and  Conoionator?  He  was 
probably  of  the  same  family  with  Samuel  Stone,  of  Hertford. 
He  was  succeeded  by  Robert  Byrd,  who  signs  as  "  parson  " 
in  1614,  and  who  gave  the  following  returns  : — 

"  Brantfield,  1614,  29th  March.  No  recusants  ;  communicants  seventy- 
six  ;  value,  £21  6s.  6d.  ;  patron,  Sir  John  Butler.  Robert  Byrd,  rector." 
u  Brantfield,  1617.  To  the  Right  Worshipful  James  Rolfe,  Esq.  May  it 
please  you  to  understand  that  Oliver  Harding  and  Wm.  Tuffnill,  the 
younger,  of  the  parish  of  Brantfield,  did  receive  the  Communion,  May  2nd, 
with  some  sixteen  or  seventeen  more,  at  old  Wm.  Tuffnill  s  house,  who, 
with  his  wife,  has  been  very  weak  and  siokly  a  long  time.  May  13th, 
1617.  N.B. — Mr.  Glover's  maidservant  and  his  manservant,  the  wife  of 
Wm.  Sigrim,  Thos.  Shepherd  and  his  son  have  not  yet  received,  Robert 
Byrd,  parson  of  Brantfield."  ■ 

In  1617  Richard  Burgess  was  presented  and  fined  for  not 
receiving  the  Communion ;  and  in  1634  Geo,  Heath  and  Edw. 

1  "Return  of  all  Plaoea  of  Religious  angelk  than  there  are  churches  at  Brant- 
Worship  certified  to  the  Justices  of  the  field.  If  you  please  to  do  to  him  as  my 
Peace  at  Quarter  Sessions  from  1688  to  lord  hath  done,  he  will  pray  for  your 
29th  June,  1852."— Registrar-General's  health.  Your  loving  friend,  W.  Faldatt." 
Office,  Somerset  House.  In  the  transcript  registers  are  these  : — 
*  Lambeth  MSS.,  900.  "1623,  Thos.  Falthrop  and  Alice  Byrdd 
9  Acta  of  the  Archdeaconry  of  Hunts.  married  April  14th ;  1629,  Elizabeth, 
We  find  in  1617  a  note  concerning  one  daughter  of  Robert  Byrd,  buried  17th 
"  John  Jones,  Brantfield,"  who  seems  to  February ;  Robert  Byrd,  rector  of  Brant- 
have  been  acting  as  curate  here,  as  fol-  field,  buried  February  23rd,  1635-6." 
lows : — "  This  poor©  mann  hath  noe  more 
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Park,  guardians,  present  that  the  north  door  of  the  church  is 
shut  up.  Byrd,  upon  his  death,  was  succeeded  by  Edward 
Boughton;  and  in  1638  the  guardians  present  that  "  there  is 
wanting  in  their  church  an  able  and  meet  parish  clerk,  whereby 
the  service  of  the  church  is  not  supplied  and  performed  as 
it  ought  to  be."  They  name  Richard  Burges  as  clerk,  but 
E.  Boughton,  dericus,  objects  that  "  he  is  not  conformable  to 
the  rites  and  ceremonies,  and  therefore  not  fit."  Thereupon 
the  guardian,  John  Coaste,  is  fined  £3  108.,  and  others  are 
excommunicated.  We  find  also  the  following,  in  which 
Laud  appears: — 

"Bramfield,  15th  October,  1639.  Between  2  and  4  p.m.  in  Bramfield 
Church,  before  Thomas  Morrison,  LL.D.,  and  William,  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury  and  (during  the  suspension  of  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln)  constituted 
through  the  whole  Archdeaconry  of  Huntingdon,  and  John  Phage,  Not. 

Pub.    Richard  Burges,  editimus  or  clericus,  sought  to  be  freed  from 

excommunication,  and  to  be  freed  from  his  office.  He  was  asked  the 
cause  of  his  desire,  and  he  said  that  he  had  himself  been  required  by  Mr. 
Boughton,  the  rector,  to  perform  certain  duties  as  belongeth  to  parish 
clerks,—  viz.,  to  help  him,  the  said  Mr.  Boughton,  on  with  the  hood  and 
surplisse,  to  say  Amen  to  St.  Ambrose  his  creed,  and  to  say  the  creed 
commonly  called  the  Apostles1  Creed  after  the  minister  with  an  audible 
voice,  and  to  answer  every  verse  of  the  hymns  appointed  at  morning  and 
evening  prayers.  All  which  said  duties  he,  the  said  Burges,  said  that  he 
would  not  do  for  some  things  best  known  to  himself.  John  Coaste  then 
said  that  he  will  be  ready  and  diligent  to  help  the  minister  on  with  the 
surplesse  and  hood,  to  answer  every  other  verse  in  the  hymns,  to  say 
Amen  to  St.  Ambrose  Creed,  to  repeat  the  Lord's  Prayer  and  the  Creed 
in  an  audible  voice  after  the  minister.  To  go  into  the  ohancel  at  Com- 
munion times,  there  to  answer  to  the  praises  and  thanksgivings  according 
to  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  and  to  meet  the  minister  at  burials  with 
the  Service  Book  at  the  church  stile  or  gate." 

"  Hitchin,  5th  December,  1639.  Contra  Edward  Boughton,  rector  of 
Bramfield.  He  confessed  that  about  three  years  ago  he,  the  said  Mr. 
Boughton,  being  offended  with  Robert  Fuller,  the  parish  clerk  of  Bram- 
field, for  suffering  dogs  in  the  church  in  time  of  Divine  service,  some  words 
did  slip  from  him  in  the  said  church  of  Bramfield,  between  prayers  and 
sermon  upon  a  Sunday,  as  might  extend  to  the  calling  of  the  said  Fuller 
'  perverse  knave/  for  suffering  dogs  in  the  church  at  the  said  time.  And 
that  upon  the  feast  day  of  St.  Philip  and  St.  James  last  past,  he  being 
called  to  London  upon  urgent  occasion,  there  were  no  prayers  read  or 
Divine  service  celebrated  in  his  said  church  of  Bramfield." 

Walker   names    "Edward    Bolton/'  by  whom   he   means 
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Boughton,  as  "  turned  out  of  this  living  about  the  middle  of 
1643  by  the  House  of  Commons,  who  at  the  same  time  sub- 
stituted Thomas  Owen  in  his  room."     He  adds,  "Mr.  B 

lived  to  enjoy  his  beneBce  after  the  Restoration."1  Thomas 
Owen  signed  the  petition  of  Hertfordshire  ministers  in  1646 
"for  establishing  government  according  to  our  Covenant"; 
and  the  Commissioners  to  inquire  touching  Church  livings  in 
1650,  report  that  he  was  then  serving  the  cure."  3  He  received, 
moreover,  a  yearly  augmentation,  as  the  following  shows: — 

"July  10th,  1656.  In  pursuance  of  an  order  of  the  Com*"  for  Refor- 
mation of  the  Universities,  of  December  4th,  1650,  it  is  ordered  that 
Mr.  Francis  Church,  Recorder,  doe  from  tyme  to  tyme  pay  unto  Mr.  Thomas 
Owen,  minister  of  Bramfield,  in  the  county  of  Hertford  (approved 
according  to  the  ordinance  for  approbation  of  publique  preachers),  the 
yearly  sum  of  £30  out  of  the  rents  and  profitts  hereafter  mentioned, — vi*., 
the  yearly  sum  of  £22  18*.  Otf.  out  of  the  rectory  of  Kensworth,  and  the 
further  yearly  sum  of  £7  2*.  Od.  out  of  the  rectory  of  Babridgeworth, 
both  within  the  said  county,  the  same  to  be  accompted  from  the  date 
hereof,  and  to  be  from  time  to  time  continued  and  paid  to  the  said 
Mr.  Owen  for  such  time  as  he  shall  discharge  the  duty  of  the  minister  of 
the  said  place,  or  until  further  order  of  these  trustees,  provided  that  this 
order  be  first  entered  with  the  auditor.  Jo.  Thorowgood,  Edw.  Cresset, 
Jo.  Pocock,  Jo.  Humfrey,  Ri.  Sydenham.* 

Calamy  names  "  Mr.  Owen  of  Brantfield  "  among  the  ejected 
ministers ;  and  he  was  ejected  in  1660,  when  Boughton  was 
restored.  But  as  Calamy  also  intimates,  he  afterwards  con- 
formed, and  was  vicar  of  Sandridge.4  The  following  were  the 
rectors  from  1576  to  1662  :— 

1576.  William  Stone,  M.A.  1643.  Thomas  Owen. 

1614.  Robert  Byrd.  1660.  Edward  Bonghlon  (restored). 

1635.  Edward  Boughton. 

In  1 663  John  Blendell  and  Wm.  Bassett  were  presented  for  not 
coming  to  church,  and  in  1674  W.  Bunchay  on  the  same  charge. 

BROXBOURNE. 
Acres,  4,605  ;  pop.,  785 ;  value,  £360. 

The  manor  as  well  as  the  church  of  Broxboume  belonged  to 
the  prior  and  knights  of  the  hospital  of  St.  John  at  Jerusalem 

i  Sufferings  of  the   Clergy,   Part  II.,  '  Lambeth  M8S.,  Augmentations  972. 

201.  fol.  562. 

*  Lambeth  MSS..  Surrey,  vol.  x.  «  See  Sandridge,  and  Calamy,  Account, 

870. 
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from  Richard  I.'s  reign  down  to  the  dissolution  of  religious 
houses  by  Henry  VIII.  Then  the  property  was  secularized 
and  granted  to  one  John  Cock,  of  Tewin,  whose  name  appears 
as  High  Sheriff  of  Hertfordshire,  side  by  side  with  Edward 
Brocket,  of  Hatfield,  and  Sir  John  Gates,  of  Cheshunt,  com- 
missioned by  Edward  VI.  His  son,  Sir  Henry  Cock,  was  also 
sheriff  for  this  county,  and  was  cofferer  to  Queen  Elizabeth. 
A  curious  incident  is  related  of  Bishop  Aylmer's  marriage 
licences  in  connection  with  Broxbourne  church.  One  of  the 
charges  against  Aylmer  was  his  too  negligently  granting 
licences  for  the  sake  of  the  fees.  A  marriage  in  Broxbourne 
church,  in  July  1583,  was  matter  of  investigation:  "The  parties 
were  Sir  Thomas  Parrot  and  Lady  Dorothy  Devereux,  daughter 
to  the  Earl  of  Essex,  who  at  that  time  lived  with  Sir  Henry 
Cock,  in  the  parish  of  Broxbourne.  Getting  into  the  parish 
church,  they  were  married  by  a  strange  minister  whom  they 
had  procured.  .  .  .  One  Green  [William  Greene]  was  then 
vicar  of  the  parish,1  to  whom  that  morning  repaired  two 
persons.  One  of  them  told  him  he  was  a  minister  and  a 
Bachelor  of  Divinity,  and  had  been  a  preacher  of  long  time, 
and  asked  him  for  the  key  of  the  church  door.  .  .  .  Coming 
to  the  church,  Green  found  it  open,  and  Sir  Thomas  and  the 
lady  ready  to  enter  in.  The  strange  minister,  whose  name  was 
Lewis,  told  the  vicar  he  had  sufficient  authority  to  proceed, 
showing  him  a  licence  under  seal.  This  the  vicar  offered  to 
read,  but  before  he  had  read  half  of  it,  Sir  Thomas  snatched  it 
away  from  him,  and  offered  him  a  rial  to  marry  him ;  but  he 
refusing,  Sir  Thomas  bade  the  other  go  forward.  But  the 
vicar,  when  the  other  began  to  read,  resisted  him,  and  shut 
the  book,  whereupon  Sir  Thomas  thrust  him  away.  Edmund 
Lucy,  Esq.  (one  that  lived  in  Sir  Henry  Cock's  family  together 
with  Lady  Dorothy),  coming  in,  plucked  away  the  book  from 
the  vicar,  telling  him  he  should  answer  it,  and  was  in  danger 
of  a  premunire  for  resisting  the  bishop's  authority ;  and  so 
Lewis  went  forward  with  his  office  without  the  surplice,  in 
his  cloak,  with  his  riding  boots  and  spurs,  and  despatched  it 
hastily.  This  soon  came  to  the  Court,  and  gave  great  offence, 
for  the  lady  was  a  daughter  of  one  of  the  ancient  noblesse, 

1  In  1676  Thomas  Tunstall  is  named      know  Latin— concionator." 
as  vicar,  and  described  thus :  **  Doos  not 
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though  she  herself  was  in  the  plot.  Sir  Henry  Cock,  being  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  was  commanded  to  take  the  examination 
of  the  matter,  and  send  it  up.  And  in  fine,  the  Bishop  of 
London  underwent  much  blame  for  his  faculties." *  This  Sir 
Henry  Cock  entertained  King  James  for  one  night  on  his  way 
to  Theobalds  with  great  bounty  and  munificence. 

The  inscriptions  on  the  monuments  in  Broxbourne  church 
show  that  a  strong  Puritan  spirit  existed  among  the  inhabi- 
tants.   There  is  one  to  Sir  John  Skefiington  :— 

"  Remarkable  for  that  piety  which  is  also  peaceable,  was  in  a  time  that 
needed  such  men  chose  to  serve  for  his  county  of  Stafford,  for  one  of 
their  Knights  in  Parliament ;  but,  alas  !  here  his  quiet  spirit  met  with  so 
many  just  occasions  of  sorrow  for  the  divisions  in  Church  and  State,  and 
for  the  sad  effects  thereof,  as  turned  his  employment  into  such  a  burden 
as  caused  him  to  retire  to  this  place  for  ease,  where  his  God,  the  God  of 
peace,  appointed  him  to  rest  from  his  labours.  He  died  June  2nd,  1647, 
leaving  fire  children  and  a  world  of  friends  to  mourn  their  loss." 

Again,  John  Bayley,  of  Hoddesdon,  is  described  as  "a  man 
of  primitive  piety,  and  severe  only  to  himself,  who  changed 
this  life  for  a  better  April  6th,  1659,  aged  sixty-three : — 

"  Reader,  think  of  thine,  and  of  thy  Saviour's  death, 
This  world's  deceit,  hell's  horrour,  heaven's  glory, 

That  time  is  not  recallable,  thy  breath 
May  stop  this  minute  ;  meditate  the  story 

Of  thy  past  actions ;  fast,  repent,  and  pray, 

Prepare  thyself  thus  for  the  judgment  day." 

In  1640  one  Edmund  Parlett  was  vicar  of  Broxbourne,  a 
man  who  opposed  the  introduction  of  preaching  lecturers  into 
the  parish,  and  who  was  sequestered  in  1643.  House  of  Lords 
Calendar,  April  2nd,  1642.1  "  Petition  of  inhabitants  of  Brox- 
bourne, county  Herts,  to  House  of  Commons ;  in  September 
1641  the  House  made  an  order  that  the  parishioners  of  any 
parish  might  set  up  a  lecturer :  petitioners  in  pursuance  thereof 
chose  Mr.  Daniel  Evans ;  but  the  vicar,  Mr.  Parlett,  will  not 
agree ;  locks  the  church  and  keeps  the  keys,  and  says  he  will 
not  let  Evans  preach  without  a  direct  order  from  the  House." 
On  22nd  April,  1642,  u  it  was  ordered  by  the  House  of  Com- 
mons that  Mr.  Daniel  Evans,  an  orthodox  divine,  should  be 
received  by  this  House  to  be  lecturer  at  Broxburn,  in  the 

»  Stiype's  Aylmer,  pp.  130,  217—219.  »  But.  MS8.  Com.,  Uh  Report,  p.  IS. 
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county  of  Hertford,  it  being  with  the  consent  of  divers  inhabi- 
tants of  that  parish,  who  have  voluntarily  declared  themselves 
to  allow  him  maintenance  for  the  same.  And  Mr.  Parlett, 
vicar  of  the  said  parish,  who  hath  hitherto  showed  an  un- 
willingness to  permit  the  said  Mr.  Evans  to  preach  there,  is 
hereby  required  to  permit  the  said  Mr.  Evans  the  free  use  of 
his  pulpit  to  preach  there  as  lecturer  one  day  in  the  week."1 
Whether  Mr.  Parlett  yielded  to  this  order  does  not  clearly 
appear;  but  the  probability  is  he  did  not  obey  it,  because  we 
find  that  he  was  soon  afterwards  deprived  In  the  Minutes  of 
the  Committee  for  Plundered  Ministers  we  find  the  following: — 

"October  29th,  1647.  Whereas  the  Vicarage  and  Parish  Church  of 
Broxbonrne,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  is,  and  stands  sequestered  from 
Edmund  Parlett,  by  order  of  the  Com"*  of  the  29th  November,  1643,  to 
the  use  of  Mr.  John  Payne,'  a  godly  and  orthodox  divine,  who  hath 
since  relinquished  the  same,  it  is  therefore  ordered  that  the  said  vicarage 
shall  henceforth  stand  sequestered  to  the  use  of  William  Hawlingb,  a 
godly  orthodox  divine,  and  that  he  do  forthwith  officiate  the  cure  of  the 
said  church  as  vicar,  and  preach  diligently,  etc."8 

The  Commissioners  appointed  by  Parliament  in  1650  to 
inquire  into  the  state  of  ecclesiastical  benefices,  found  that 
Mr.  Hawling  was  vicar;  and  that  there  was  a  gift  of  twenty 
shillings  per  annum  by  W.  Shambrooke,  for  preaching  four 
sermons ;  a  gift  of  forty  shillings  per  annum  by  Mr.  Thorow- 
good  to  preach  five  sermons."4 

Calamy  names  "  Mr.  Halsey,  of  Broxborne,"  evidently  mean- 
ing our  "  William  Hawling,"  as  "  conforming  after  he  had  for 
some  time  been  a  Nonconformist." 6  We  know  that  he 
removed  to  the  neighbouring  parish  of  Great  Am  well,  where 
he  remained  till  his  death  on  February  7th,  1682- 3.fl  The 
following  were  the  vicars  from  1578  to  1662 : — 

1578.  John  Leese.  1609.  Ed.  Watkinson. 

1680.  Wm.  Greene.  1640.  Edmund  Parlett. 

1583.  Henry  Hammond.  (Newcourt,      1643.  Daniel  Evans,  lecturer. 

Repert.,  i.  164.)  1643.  John  Payne. 

1592.  John  Spencer.  1647.  William  Hawling  (conformed). 

»  Commons  Journal*,  ii.  538.  4  Lansdowne  MSB.,  459,  fol.  108.  and 

*  See  Bishop's  Stortford.  Lambeth  MSS.,  Survey,  1660. 

*  Add.  MS8.,  15671,  foL  254.    See  also  *  Calamy,  Account,  p.  870. 
Lambeth  M88-  976.    u  Broxbourne,  May  0  Newcoart's  Repertorium,  I  794. 
26th,  1662.    £5  to  If  r.  William  Hawling, 

minister  of  Broxborne." 
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Partly  in  this  parish  and  partly  in  Great  Amwell  is 
the  chapelry  and  Tillage  of  Hoddesdon.  The  chapel, 
which  belonged  originally  to  a  Hospital  for  Lepers,  was 
served  by  the  vicar  of  Amwell ;  but  Stafford  Leventhorpe  in 
1657  refused  to  pay  the  customary  fine  on  entrance,  where- 
upon the  chapel  was  closed,  and  speedily  fell  into  a  ruinous 
state. 

The  Quakers  had  regular  meetings  on  the  Marsh  Road, 
where  the  old  burying-ground  still  remains,  the  Boreham 
family  taking  the  lead.  W.  Penn's  wife  died  here,  or  hard  by, 
while  visiting  Mr.  Dimsdale.  Wm.  Woodward,  a  chaplain  in 
Cromwell's  army,  preached  in  the  neighbourhood.1  He  after- 
wards gathered  a  congregation  at  Harlow,  in  Essex,  but  his 
connection  with  Hoddesdon  is  very  slender.  Richard  Rumbold 
of  the  Rye  House,  executed  in  1685,  attended  the  ministry 
of  Wm.  Carstairs,  of  Cheshunt,  who  was  himself  tried  for 
complicity  in  the  Rye  House  Plot.2  We  find  the  following 
registrations  of  places  for  Divine  worship  for  Protestant 
Dissenters : — 

1.  "15.  Frampeton's  Hill,  Hoddesdon,  certified  by  Mr.  Thorowgood,  of 
Hoddesdon,  at  Midsummer  Sessions,  1689." 

2.  "  43.  Hoddesdon.  A  place  for  Divine  worship  for  Protestant  Dissen- 
ters, certified  at  Michaelmas  Sessions,  1691." 

3.  "  55.  At  Hoddesdon,  a  place  certified  by  Wm.  Knight,  of  Hoddesdon, 
at  Epiphany  Sessions,  1692." 

4.  "109.  Hoddesdon.  A  place  of  religious  worship  for  Protestant 
Dissenters,  certified  by  Wm.  Hill,  of  Hoddesdon,  at  Mida.  Sessions, 
1704." 

5.  "At  Broxborne,  dwelling-house  of  James  Roberts,  for  Protestants, 
March  28th,  1813,  certified  by  James  Roberts,  W.  James,  Jas.  Field." 

6.  "  1214.  House  at  Hoddesdon,  certified  by  Sewardstone  on  January 
27th,  1821." 

The  following  account  of  the  Congregational   interest  at 

1  Ejected    from    Southwold,   Suffolk.  by  order  of  the  King,   1685.     Rumbold 

Davids,  Anna  Is  of  Evang.  Nonconformity  had  held  a  commission  in  Cromwell's 

in  Essex,  p.  631.  own  regiment,  and  afterwards  became 

*  Nonconformity  in  Hoddesdon, bvCR.  a  maltster,  and   carried    on    his  trade 

Hickling,    p.    2.     "Such    was    William  near   Hoddesdon,   at    the    Bye   House. 

Carstares,  a  Scotch  conventicle  preacher  "  He  was  a  brave  man,  and  died  Chris- 

to  a  numerous  meeting  at  Theobalds,  tianly,"  said  Argyle.   Macanlay's  History, 

where  Rumbald  was  his  frequent  hearer."  chap.  ▼. 
Pamphlet  on  the  Rye  House  Plot, published 
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Hoddesdon  is  abridged  from  the  Rev.  C.  H.  Hickling's  Sketch 
already  quoted : — 

"  Mr.  Gridley,  of  Ware,  who  had  some  property  here  on  the  Ware  Road, 
adapted  a  dwelling-house  as  a  chapel,  and  put  it  in  trust  for  Protestant 
Dissenters,  commonly  called  Baptists,  in  1781.  Here  Maberley,  Chinn, 
Upton,  Collyer,  and  Rowland  Hill  preached.  Mr.  Mabbutt,  who  kept  a 
school  on  the  Ware  Road,  was  the  first  pastor  ;  he  removed  to  Biggleswade, 
Beds,  where  he  died  December  1800,  Mr.  Gardner  succeeded  him  at 
Hoddesdon,  and  was  followed  by  Mr.  Driver,  who  kept  a  boys1  boarding- 
school,  and  was  in  1794  also  pastor  at  Roydon.  On  September  13th,  1811, 
the  church  was  reconstituted,  after  some  years  of  decline,  by  J.  J.  Richards, 
of  Oheshunt  College,  and  Joseph  Irons  became  pastor  in  1812.  Joseph 
Irons  was  born  at  Ware  November  5th,  1785,  was  brought  to  a  knowledge 
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of  the  truth  in  London,  preached  in  the  villages  of  Herts,  and  finally 
settled  as  pastor  of  the  congregation  at  Hoddesdon,  relinquishing  his 
business  and  opening  a  school.  He  removed  to  Camber  well  in  1815.  The 
late  Canon  Irons  was  his  son.  Mr.  Parish  was  the  next  minister,  and 
was  succeeded  in  1819  by  T.  Pinchbeck,  from  Plymouth,  who  had  been 
educated  at  Hoxton.  He  resigned,  after  a  prosperous  ministry,  in  1824, 
and  died  July  29th,  1868.  Mr.  Drew  was  next  the  pastor,  but  for  ten 
months  only.  Coming  from  Essex  to  preach  his  farewell  sermon,  he  was 
killed  by  a  fall  from  the  coach.  Next  a  resident  schoolmaster,  named 
Knight,  was  ordained  pastor  November  1827,  and  resigned  1829.  He 
afterwards  entered  the  Establishment.  Then  followed  C.  Hyatt  1831  ; 
students  from  Cheshunt, — Salmon,  and  Jas.  Roberts, — who  carried  on  a 
mission  at  Goose  Green.  In  1840  the  Rev.  William  and  Mrs.  Ellis 
came  to  reside  at  Rose  Hill,  and  in  January  1846  Mr.  Ellis  became  pastor ; 
a  new  chapel  was  opened  April  27th,  1847,  and  Mr.  Ellis  continued  till 
his  visits  to  Madagascar  obliged  his  resignation  in  1852.  1853 — 1857,  J . 
E.  Tunmer ;  1859—1867,  J.  Vine ;  1868—1870,  8.  T.  Williams  (son  of 

32 
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the  missionary)  ;  1871,  J.  W.  Bloro ;  1876,  E.  A.  Phillips,  B.A. ;  1880, 
Charles  H.  Hickling." 

CHE8HUNT. 
Acres,  8,480 ;  pop.,  7,786 ;  value,  £600. 

Fox,  in  hit*  Acta  and  Monwvxente,1  tells  of  a  Mr.  Cressey, 
resident  at  Waltham  Cross  in  this  parish  in  Henry  VIIL's 
reign, who  had  married  a  relative  of  Cranmer's,  and  who  enter- 
tained the  future  Reformer  when  an  outbreak  of  the  plague 
obliged  him  to  leave  Cambridge.  The  incident  is  worthy  of 
note  here,  as  showing  how  Cranmer  was  first  introduced  to 
Henry  VIII. 

'<  Cranmer  having  two  sons  of  the  said  Cressey  with  him  at 
Cambridge  as  his  pupils,  he  rested  at  Waltham  Cross  at  the 
house  of  the  said  Mr.  Cressey  with  the  said  two  children 
during  that  summer  whiles  the  plague  reigned.  It  chanced 
in  August  that  the  King  coming  to  Waltham,  Drs.  Stephens 
and  Fox  (chief  furtherers  of  the  divorce)  were  lodged  for  a 
night  in  Mr.  Cressey's  house,  where  Dr.  Cranmer  was  staying. 
When  supper-time  came  all  three  doctors  met,  and  Stephens 
and  Fox  conferred  with  Cranmer  and  asked  his  judgment. 
The  Cardinals  and  the  Pope  had  deferred  to  give  judgment, 
much  to  the  King's  chagrin.  But  Cranmer  said  that  it  was  a 
matter  to  be  decided  out  of  the  Word  of  God,  and  that  could 
be  done  as  well  in  England  as  in  Rome.  When  next  they 
saw  the  King,  and  he  asked, '  What  now,  my  masters,  shall  we 
do  V  Fox  replied,  *  We  trust  there  shall  be  better  ways  devised 
than  to  travel  so  far  as  to  Borne,  which  by  chance  were  put 
into  our  heads  the  other  night  at  Waltham.*  And  he  went  on 
to  tell  'how  we  were  lodged  at  Waltham  in  Mr.  Cressey's 
house,  your  Highness  being  there,  when  we  met  with  an  old 
acquaintance  of  ours,  named  Dr.  Cranmer,  with  whom  having 
conference  concerning  your  cause,  he  thought  that  the  next 
way  were  first  to  instruct  and  quiet  your  Higbnese's  conscience 
by  trying  the  question  out  by  the  authority  of  the  Word  of 
God.'  The  King  then  said, '  Where  is  this  Dr.  Cranmer  ?  Is 
he  still  at  Waltham  V  And  thereupon  he  sent  for  him ;  and 
when  he  came  the  King  said, '  Were  you  not  at  Waltham  at 
such  a  time  in  the  company  of  my  secretary  and  my  almoner  ?* 

>  ill  682. 
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And  Dr.  Cranmer  confirming  the  same,  the  King  entrusted 
the  matter  to  his  hands,  and  this  was  the  occasion  of  Cranmer 's 
rise."  Warham  soon  after  died,  and  Cranmer  was  promoted 
to  the  See  of  Canterbury. 

Sir  Anthony  Denny  was  another  champion  of  the  Refor- 
mation connected  with  the  parish  of  Cheshunt.  He  was  born 
here  18th  January,  1500-1,  second  son  of  Sir  Edmund  Denny, 
and  brother  of  Thomas  Denny,  also  of  Cheshunt;  he  was 
educated  at  St.  Paul's  School  under  the  famous  Lily,  and  at 
St  John's  College,  Cambridge.  During  the  last  illness  of 
Henry  VIII.  he  alone  ventured  to  exhort  him  to  call  on  God 
for  mercy.  He  was  knight  of  the  shire  for  Herts,  died  1549, 
and  was  buried  at  Cheshunt.1  Henry  VIII.  granted  to  him 
the  nunnery  near  the  river  Lea,  at  Turnford,  which  had  been 
confiscated  to  the  Crown  upon  the  dissolution  of  the  monas- 
teries; and,  indeed,  the  manor  of  the  rectory  of  Cheshunt, 
with  the  right  of  patronage  and  advowson,  was  also  sold  to 
him.8  Sir  John  Gates,  to  whom  Edward  VI.  gave  the  manor 
of  Cheshunt,  properly  so  called,  in  1547,  was  one  of  the  High 
Sheriffs  of  Essex  and  Hertfordshire  in  1549,  and  was  among 
the  most  eminent  of  those  about  the  young  King,  being  vice- 
chamberlain  and  captain  of  his  guard.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
commission  "  for  the  collection  of  church  stuff,  plate,  jewels, 
ornaments,"  etc.  He  was  among  the  first  to  suffer  upon  the 
accession  of  Mary,  being  condemned  and  hanged  August  22nd, 
1553,  on  the  Lady  Jane  Grey's  account.  At  his  execution  "  he 
confessed  the  faith  he  had  learned  in  the  Gospel,  that  he  was  a 
great  reader  of  Scripture;  and  he  exhorted  the  people  to  submit 
themselves  to  God  and  read  His  Word  charitably,  and  to  be 
edified  thereby."  Not  only  was  all  his  property  confiscated, 
but  his  widow  was  also  deprived  of  her  jointure  which  she 
had  held  in  her  own  right.3 

1  Cooper,  Atk.  Cant.,  i.  99,  589.  she  was  acquainted  with  Lady  Denny. 

*  '•  The  to/Ay  Denny,  wife  to  Sir  An-  Her  son  and  heir  at  Waltham,  Sir  Henry 

thonv,  was  a  great  supporter  and  reliever  Denny,  and  hit  lady,  Honora,  daughter 

of  the  distressed  Reformers    in    these  of  William,  Lord  Grey,  of  Wilton,  were 

dangerous  times  of  King  Henry  VIII.  ;  great  countenancera  of  the  Puritans,  and 

particularly  she  was  charged  to  show  like  to  them  was  Anne  their  daughter, 

Kindness  to  Mrs.   Anne  Askew.      The  wife  to  George  Goring,  of  Bovingden,  in 

persecutors  had  always  an  evil  eye  upon  Sussex/1 — MS.  Biog.,  Dr.  Williams's  Lib. 

aer,  and  that  they  might  destroy  her,  *  Strype,  Memorials,  II.,  li.  164,  210; 

they  examined  Mrs.  Anne  Askew  whether  III. ,  i.  41 ,  46. 
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Cheshunt  had  also  the  honour  of  sending  one  of  the  martyrs 
of  the  Marian  persecution  to  bear  witness  to  Christ  even  unto 
death.  The  vicar  of  the  parish  at  the  time  was  one  Edmund 
Thurland,  who  is  described  as  "a  great  papist,  a  man  alto- 
gether Hispaniolized,  being  brought  up  in  Spain/'1  and  having 
drunk  deeply  the  spirit  of  Romish  intolerance.  He  seems 
also  (according  to  Newcourt2)  to  have  been  either  assisted  or 
followed  in  the  cure  by  Thomas  Thurland,  of  the  same  family, 
afterwards  in  Elizabeth's  reign  deprived  of  the  mastership  of 
the  Savoy  on  account  of  non-residence,  incontinency,  fraudu- 
lent administration,  and  other  crimes  proved  against  him* 
During  the  incumbency  of  these  men  the  Protestants  of 
Cheshunt  were  sorely  driven;  and  Fox  names  "William 
Halliwell,  a  smith  of  the  parish  of  Waltham  Cross,  and  of 
the  age  of  twenty-four  years  or  thereabouts,"  as  one  of  the 
thirteen  burnt  to  death  at  Stratford-le-Bow  on  June  27th, 
1556.  His  signature  occurs  among  other  names  to  a  document 
affirming  belief  in  but  two  sacraments,  and  describing  the  see 
of  Borne  as  "  the  see  of  Antichrist,  the  mass  a  profanation  of 
the  Lord's  Supper,  and  a  blasphemous  idol."* 

The  Lady  Elizabeth,  afterwards  Queen,  was  resident  at 
Cheshunt  for  some  time,  under  the  tuition  of  William  Grindal, 
and  afterwards  of  Roger  Ascham.  "She  had  great  loss  in 
losing  soon  this  her  ingenious  and  learned  instructor,  for  he 
died  young,  in  the  year  1548.  The  Lady  Elizabeth,  to  recruit 
herself  with  another  instructor,  sent  for  Ascham  from  Cam- 
bridge to  supply  his  place;  and  he  accordingly  came  up,  and 
was  with  her  at  Cheshunt."6  When  Edmund  Grindal  was 
made  Bishop  of  London  by  Elizabeth,  at  one  of  his  first  ordi- 
nations, January  14th,  1559,  we  find  the  name  of  Simon 
Williams  then  ordained  deacon,9  and  three  years  afterward 
we  find  this  same  Simon  Williams  appointed  by  Robert  Crook 
to  be  vicar  of  Cheshunt.  It  is  noted  of  him,  "he  does 
not  know  Latin."7  He  remained  here  twenty-eight  years, 
till  his  death  in  1590.  During  his  ministry  there  was  resid- 
ing at  Theobalds,  in  this  parish,  the  celebrated   William 

1  Strype,  Annals,  II.,  L  678.  *  Strype's  Grindal,  p.  5. 

•  Repertorium,  i.  822.  •  Ibid,  p.  54* 

*  Rtrype's  Grindal,  285  aqq.  7  Lambeth  M8S.  892,  yoI.  iv.,  and  900. 
«  Fox,  Act*  and  Monuments,  iii.  593. 
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Cecil,  Lord  Burghley.  William  Cecil  was  born  at  Bourne,  in 
Lincolnshire,  13th  September,  1520.  During  Mary's  reign  he 
was  a  confidential  friend  and  adviser  of  the  Princess  Elizabeth. 
In  1541  he  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Sir  Peter  Cheke,  who 
died  in  1543,  leaving  one  child  (Thomas  Cecil).  On  December 
21st,  1545,  he  married  Mildred,  eldest  daughter  of  Sir  Anthony 
Cook,  and  sister  of  Lady  Anne  Bacon.  He  was  a  favourer  of 
the  Puritans,  and  his  second  wife,  a  woman  of  great  piety  and 
learning,  belonged  also  to  that  school.  When  he  enlarged  the 
house  at  Theobalds  in  1560,  he  built  a  chapel  for  household 
worship;  and  for  about  four  years  from  1579  he  had  the 
Puritan,  Walter  Travers,  as  his  domestic  chaplain,  and  tutor 
to  his  son  Robert.  Walter  Travers  had  been  educated  at 
Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  and  ordained  by  the  Presbytery 
at  Antwerp  May  14th,  1578.  Soon  after  his  ordination  he 
became  assistant  to  Thomas  Cartwright,  and  then  preacher  to 
the  English  merchants  at  Antwerp.  He  was  highly  dis- 
tinguished for  prudence,  learning,  and  piety,  and  Lord  Burghley 
received  him  into  his  family  notwithstanding  his  Noncon- 
formity. Mr.  Travers  could  not  conscientiously  subscribe ;  but 
the  post  of  reader  at  the  Temple  becoming  vacant,  he  was 
invited  to  accept  it,  and  as  no  subscription  was  requisite  he 
complied.1  In  1584  the  Master  of  the  Temple,  Dr.  Alvey,  died, 
and  before  his  death  had  recommended  Walter  Travers  as  his 
successor;  but  through  the  influence  of  Archbishop  Whitgift, 
Travers  was  rejected,  and  Richard  Hooker,  the  author  of  the 
Ecclesiastical  Polity,  was  appointed.  Travers  continued  reader 
about  two  years  under  Hooker,  and  was  then  silenced  by 
Whitgift.  His  chief  work  was  his  De  Disdplina  Ecclesiasti/xi , 
translated  by  Cartwright,  and  (in  1645)  adopted  by  authority 
of  Parliament  as  the  Directory  of  Church  Government. 

Mildred,  the  wife  of  Lord  Burghley,  died  in  the  year  1588 . 
"  I  thank  Almighty  God,"  wrote  her  sorrowing  husband,  "  for 
His  favour  in  permitting  her  to  have  lived  so  many  years 
together  with  me,  and  to  have  given  her  grace  to  have  had  the 
true  knowledge  of  her  salvation  by  the  death  of  His  Son 
Jesus,  opened  to  her  by  the  knowledge  of  the  Gospel,  whereof 
she  was  a  professor  from  her  youth.     I  ought  to  comfort 

1  Brook's  Lives  of  the  Puritans,  ii.  816. 
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myself  with  the  remembrance  of  her  many  virtuous  and  godly 
actions,  wherein  she  continued  ail  her  life."  Among  her 
benefactions  the  following  relate  to  Cheshunt: — 

14  8he  provided  for  twenty  poor  people  in  Cheshunt,  the  first  Sunday  of 
every  month,  a  mess  of  meat,  in  flesh,  bread,  and  money  for  drink.  Also 
provisions  for  six  poor  men  of  special  occupations,  as  smiths,  carpenters, 
weaver?,  in  Cheshunt  and  Waltham,  twenty  marks  a  piece,  in  the  whole 
£80,  which  relief,  by  way  of  loan,  is  to  continue.  Sundry  times  in  the 
year  she  sent  shirts  and  smocks  to  the  poor  people  both  in  London  and 
in  Cheshunt.  She  did  also  yearly  provide  wool  and  flax,  and  did  distribute 
it  to  poor  women  in  Cheshunt  parish,  willing  them  to  work  the  same  into 
yarn,  and  to  bring  it  to  her  to  see  their  manner  of  working.  And  for  the 
m03t  part  she  gave  to  them  the  stuff  freely,  by  way  of  alms,  for  she 
caused  the  same  to  be  wrought  into  cloth,  and  gave  it  to  the  poor,  paying 
first  for  the  spinning  more  than  it  was  worth."  ' 

In  1590  Simon  Williams  was  succeeded  by  Richard  Nkalk, 
son  of  honest  parents  (his  father  was  a  tallow-chandler)  in 
King  Street,  Westminster.  He  was  educated  at  St  John's 
College,  Cambridge,  where  he  was  highly  distinguished,  and 
in  1590  received,  through  Lord  Burghley's  influence,  this 
appointment  to  Cheshunt.  He  was  at  the  same  time  domestic 
chaplain  to  the  Lord  Treasurer,  and  to  Robert  his  son.  He 
remained  at  Cheshunt  fifteen  years,  till  1605.  After  several 
promotions  he  became  Archbishop  of  York.3  He  was  reputed 
a  popish  and  Arminian  prelate,  a  persecutor  of  godly  ministers, 
choosing  Arminian  clergy  for  his  chaplains.  When  any  pious 
minister  preached  before  James  I.,  he  would,  at  sermon  time, 
"  entertain  the  king  with  a  merry  tale."  • 

The  next  vicar,  Robert  Newell,  was  half-brother  to  Neale, 
and  obtained  a  succession  of  ecclesiastical  appointments.  He 
was  rector  of  Wormley,  in  this  county,  in  1599.  In  1614  he 
became  Archdeacon  of  Bucks;  prebend  of  Westminster  1620. 
He  died  at  Winchester  1643.4  He  was  followed  by  Henry 
Hindle,  S.T.B.,  who  died  in  1613 ;  and  Hindle  again  by  Thomas 
Sothworth,  ALA.8  According  to  Newcourt  and  Walker,  the 
vicar  appoiuted  upon   the  death   of  Sothworth  was   Peter 

1  Farther  testimonies  concerning  her  4  Wood's   Fasti,  ii.  159 ;    Newcourt, 

may  be  found  in  Strype,  Annals,  III.,  ii.      Repert.,  i.  822. 
129—131.  *  In    1687     "John    Sotheron,    sent 


*  Anthony  a  Wood,   Ath.  Oxon  j  and  keeper  of  Theobald's   house,  wiff  not 
Newcourt,  Repertorivm,  i.,  719,  822.  pay  his  ship-money."    8.  P.O.  Domestic, 

*  Le  Neve's  Lives  I.,  ii.,  146 ;  Prynne's  Charles  I. 
Canterburie's  Dootne,  p.  531. 
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Samwayes,  D.D.,1  a  man  eminent  for  piety  and  for  zeal  against 
popery.  Walker  names  him  as  ejected  from  the  vicarage  of 
Cheshunb  because  he  would  read  the  Common  Prayer,  and 
says  that  "  he  was  succeeded  therein  by  Samuel  Wincop,  D.D., 
author  of  several  sermons  before  the  Long  Parliament."  This, 
however,  is  doubtful,  because,  according  to  another  account, 
Sothworth  died  in  1625,  at  which  date  Samwayes  was  only 
ten  years  old,  and  Wincop  became  vicar  (says  Cluttterbuck)* 
in  July  1632.  It  may  be,  therefore,  that  Samwayes  was  not 
at  Cheshuut  till  1654.  In  1646  Wincop  signs  the  petition  of 
Herts  ministers  in  favour  of  government  according  to  the 
Covenant.  He  was,  doubtless,  kinsman,  possibly  near  kins- 
man, to  John  Wincop,  D.D.,  one  of  the  Westminster  Assembly 
of  Divines.  The  Commissioners  to  inquire  touching  Church 
livings  in  1650,  report  at  that  date  that  "  Dr.  Samuel  Wyncoppe 
is  vicar."  He  had  for  the  preaching  of  two  sermons  20«. ;  10*. 
being  the  gift  of  Roger  Jackson,  and  10s.  of  Richard  Colter. 
He  resigned  his  cure  before  1654,  when  we  find  two  successive 
appointments,  in  December  1654  that  of  John  Rocket,  and 
in  the  following  February  that  of  Peter  Samwayes. 

"  Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  the  sixth  day  of  December,  in  the 
year  1654,  there  was  exhibited  to  the  Commissioners  for  Approbation  of 
Pnblique  Preachers  a  presentation  of  John  Rocket,  clerke  to  the 
vicarage  of  Cheston,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  made  to  him  by  the 
Right  Honourable  William,  Earle  of  Salisbury,  the  patron  thereof,  together 
with  a  testimony  in  the  behalf  of  the  said  John  Rocket  of  his  holy  and  good 
conversation.*  Upon  perusal  and  due  consideration  of  the  premisses,  and 
finding  him  to  be  a  person  qualified  as  in  and  by  the  ordinance,  for 

1  Peter    Samwayes    was   bom    at  ation.    la  1660  he    was    presented  to 

Eltham,  in  Kent,  1615,  and  educated  at  the  rectory  of  Wath,  near   Itipon,   in 

Westminster  School  and  Trinity  College,  Yorkshire,  and  declined  to  come  back  to 

Cambridge.    He  published  a  work  upon  Cheshunt.      He    founded   a   school   at 

the  Apostasy.,  Heresy,  and  Schitm  of  the  Wath.  providing  that  the  education  of 

Church  of  Borne.    He  also  wrote  upon  the  children  be  according  to  the  prin- 

tbe    Lord's    Prayer,    and    it    was    his  ciplee  of  the  Protestant  religion.     He 

constant  practice  for  thirty-two  years  Jived  a  single  life,  and  died  at  Bedel, 

to  have  pravera  twice  a  day  both  at      OT"L   "~  *"nn  — J  "      '  '  ' 

church  aid  in  his  family.    In  Devotion 

Ingested,     1662,    he    describes    himself 

as  -  Fellow  lately  resident  in  Trinity  at  Cheshunt ;  indeed," it  appears  that  he 

College,  Cambridge."  and  he  dedicates  was  not  appointed  till  1654,  and  had  left 

the     work    to    *•  Elizabeth,    Dowager  in  1656. 

Counters     of     Peterborough, M    signing  •  H ittory  of  Herts,  it,  11  % 

himself  *'  Your  honour's  humble  servant  *  John  Rocket  certified  as  aforesaid 

in  Chris",  and  chaplain,  Peter  Samwaie*."  by  Charles  White,    Thomas  Daffy   of 

He  boldly  argued  with  James  II.  (when  Horby,  Richard  Lee  of  Hatfield,  Finncis 

Luke  of  York)  against  Transubstanti-  Hacker. 
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such  approbation  is  required,  the  Commissioners  above  mentioned  have 
adjudged  and  approved  the  said  John  Rocket  to  be  a  fit  person  to  preach 
the  Gospell,  and  have  granted  him  admission  and  doe  admit  the  said  John 
Rocket  to  the  vicarage  of  Chest  on  aforesaid,  to  be  full  and  perfect  pos- 
sessor and  incumbent  thereof.  And  doe  hereby  signifie  to  all  persons 
concerned  therein,  that  he  is  hereby  intituled  to  the  profitts  and  per- 
quisitts  and  all  rights  and  dues  incident  and  belonging  to  the  said 
vicarage  as  fully  and  effectually  as  if  he  had  been  instituted  and  inducted 
according  to  any  such  lawes  and  customs  as  have  in  this  case  formerly 
been  made,  had,  or  used  in  this  realm.  In  witness  whereof  they  have 
caused  the  common  seale  to  be  hereunto  affixed,  and  the  same  to  be 
attested  by  the  hand  of  the  Register  by  his  Highness  in  that  behalf 
appointed.    Dated  at  Whitehall  the  sixth  day  of  December,  1664." ' 

The  following  relates  to  Samwayes  : — 

44  Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  the  eight  and  twentieth  day  of 
February,  1654,  there  was  exhibited  to  the  Commissioners  for  Appro- 
bation of  Publique  Preachers  a  presentation  of  Peter  Samwayes,  clerke, 
Master  of  Arts,  to  the  vicarage  of  Cheshunt,  in  the  county  of  Hertford, 
made  to  him  by  the  Right  Honourable  William,  Earle  of  Salisbury,  the 
patron  thereof,  together  with  a  testimony  in  the  behalfe  of  the  said  Peter 
Samwayes  of  his  holy  and  good  conversation  (certified  by  Thos.  Dewere, 
Jas.  Armachanus,  Abraham  Caley  of  Le  wish  am).  Upon  perusall  and 
due  consideration  of  the  premisses,  and  finding  him  to  be  a  person 
qualified  as  in  and  by  the  ordinance  for  such  approbation  is  required, 
the  Commissioners  above  mentioned  have  adjudged  and  approved  the 
said  Peter  Samwayes  to  be  a  fit  person  to  preach  the  Gospel,  and 
have  granted  him  admission  and  doe  admitt  the  said  Peter  Samwayes 
to  the  vicarage  of  Cheshunt  aforesaid,  to  be  full  and  perfect  pos- 
sessor and  incumbent  thereof.  And  doe  hereby  signify  to  all  persons 
concerned  therein,  that  he  is  hereby  intituled  to  the  profitts  and  per- 
quisitts  and  all  rights  and  dues  incident  and  belonging  to  the  vicarage 
as  fully  and  effectually  as  if  he  had  been  instituted  according  to  any  such 
lawes  and  customes  as  have  in  this  case  formerly  beene  made,  had,  or 
used  in  this  realme.  In  witnesse  whereof  they  have  caused  the  common 
seale  to  be  hereunto  affixed,  and  the  same  to  be  attested  by  the  hand  of 
the  Register  by  his  Highnesse  in  that  behalfe  appointed.  Dated  at  White- 
hall the  eight  and  twentieth  day  of  February,  1654."* 

We  infer  from  these  two  successive  appointments,  first  that 
Dr.  Wincop  had  ceased  to  be  vicar  in  1654? ;  secondly,  that 
John  Rocket  was  recommended  and  appointed,  but  declined  to 
undertake  the  cure ;  next,  that  the  friends  of  Peter  Samwayes 
endeavoured  to  reinstate  him,  and  succeeded  in  gaining  his 

i  Lambeth  M88.,  Augmentation,  997  ,  *  Lambeth  MSB.,  Augmentations,  997, 
lib.  iii.  65.  I     ib.  8,  fol.  180. 
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appointment.  It  farther  appears  that  he  either  declined  or 
was  deprived  of  the  appointment;  for  on  April  9th,  1656,  we 
have  the  following  entry:-1— "Cheshunt,  know,  etc.,  that  whereas 
the  vicarage  of  Cheshunt  is  sequestered  from  Peter  Samwayes, 
and  John  Yates  is  by  William,  Earl  of  Salisbury,  nominated 
thereto,1  etc."    This  John  Yates  is  mentioned  as  follows : — 

"Tuesday,  2nd  December,  1656.  At  the  Councell  at  Whitehall,  on 
reading  the  humble  petition  of  divers  of  the  inhabitants  of  Cheshunt,  in 
the  county  of  Hertford,  praying  that  forasmuch  as  the  profits  arising 
from  the  small  tithes  due  to  the  vicarage  there  are  not  judged  to  be  worth 
above  £30  per  an.,  and  besides  £50  per  an.  given  by  King  James  for  the 
tithes  of  Theobalds  Park,  which,  lying  scattered  in  twenty-six  fee  farm 
rents  through  Essex  and  Hertfordshire,  are  not  worth  more  than  £40 
per  an.,  by  reason  of  public  taxes  and  charge  of  gathering,  so  that  the 
whole  amounts  not  to  a  competent  maintenance  for  their  minister,  Mr. 
John  Yates,  being  a  godly  and  able  preacher  of  the  Gospel.  Ordered  by 
his  Highness,  the  Lord  Protector,  and  the  Councell,  that  it  be  recom- 
mended to  the  Trustees  for  maintenance  of  ministers  to  settle  on  the 
said  Mr.  Yates  during  his  continuance  as  minister  there  an  Augmentation 
of  £50  per  an.  for  his  better  maintenance  and  encouragement.  W.  Jessop, 
clerk  of  ye  Councell."* 

u  Cheshunt,  December  26th,  1656.  Ordered  that  the  yearly  sum  of 
£50  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  granted  to  Mr.  John  Yates,  minister  of 
Cheshunt,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  His  Highness  and  the  Counsell 
having  approved  thereof  the  2nd  day  of  December,  1656;  and  Mr. 
Lawrence  Steele,  treasurer,  is  from  time  to  time  to  pay  the  same  unto 
the  said  Mr.  Yates  (approved  according  to  the  ordinance  for  approbation 
of  public  preachers,  the  9th  April,  1656)  for  such  time  as  he  shall  dis- 
charge the  duty  of  the  minister  of  the  said  place,  or  until  further  order 
of  these  Trustees :  Jo.  Pocock,  Edw.  Cressett,  Hi.  Sydenham,  Bi.  Yong, 
Jo.  Humfrey.,, » 

Mr.  Yates  was  afterwards  called  to  account  as  follows : — 
'*  December  17th,  1658.  The  Trustees  do  appoint  to  hear  what  Mr. 
Yates  hath  to  offer  why  he  should  not  discount  out  of  the  Augmentation 
by  him  claymed  for  the  tenths  and  first  fruits  due  from  him  unto  these 
Trustees  out  of  the  Vicarage  of  Cheshunt,  and  for  the  tenths  from  him 
due  unto  these  Trustees  out  of  the  Vicarage  of  West  Ham,  in  Essex, 
during  the  time  of  his  being  minister  there,  on  the  24th  December,  inst. 
Whereof  Mr.  Walton,  the  present  minister  of  the  said  place  (of  whom 
the  said  tenths  may  be  required  in  case  they  are  not  payable  by  the  said 
Mr.  Yates)  is  to  have  convenient  notice." 4 

Calamy  speaks   of  Mr.  Yates,  of  Cheshunt,  as  William 

«  Lambeth  M8&,  Augmentations,  968.  »  Ibid.,  993. 

•  Ibid^  977,  p.  &S.  '  « Ibia\,  971. 
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Yates,  and  says,  "  Whether  he  was  in  1662  ejected  at  this 
place,  or  at  Barn  Elms,  in  Surrey,  I  cannot  certainly  say.  But 
in  the  time  of  liberty,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  IL,  he  lived  in 
this  place,  and  preached  at  Theobalds,  and  died  in  this  parish 
(Cheshunt),  leaving  a  worthy  name  behind  him."  In  the 
Continxuition,  Calamy  adds,  "  I  am  informed  Mr.  Yates  died 
in  August  1679,  at  near  an  hundred  years  of  age."  Rennet 
also,  in  his  register,  names  "  William  Yates  "  among  the  chief 
Nonconforming  ministers ;  but  we  fiud  no  trace  of  a  William 
Yates  among  the  Nonconforming  ministers  who  found  a  home 
in  this  parish.  John  Yates  evidently  is  the  man  meant.  Upon 
the  Restoration  in  1660  he  was  ejected,  and  (per  mortem 
Wincop)  Thomas  Hackett,  D.D.,  was  appointed,  a  conformist 
favoured  of  the  King.  Rennet1  mentions  "  a  sermon  preached 
in  St  Patrick's,  Dublin,  on  May  9th,  1661,  upon  1  Cor.  xiv.  16, 
by  Thomas  Hackett,  D.D.,  vicar  of  Cheshunt,  in  Hertfordshire." 
He  was  promoted  in  1672  to  the  Bishopric  of  Down  and 
Connor,  a  post  that  had  been  honoured  successively  by  Jeremy 
Taylor  and  Roger  Boyle,  his  predecessors  in  that  See.  He  was 
bishop  for  several  years,  but  was  at  length  "  deprived  for  some 
misdemeanours."*  Hackett  was  vicar  of  Cheshunt  till  1672, 
when  he  resigned,  and  was  followed  by  Robert  Wensley,  who 
was  here  till  his  death  in  1689.' 

It  is  evident  from  the  Lambeth  MSS.4  that  the  Baptists 
were  at  an  early  date  sufficiently  numerous  to  have  a  meeting 
place  and  a  minister  in  Cheshunt  parish.  In  the  proceedings 
of  the  Parliamentary  Committee  for  Plundered  Ministers,  it 

1  Kennet,  Register,  p.  441.  Also  "  Nicholas  King,  a  Quaker,  for  suf- 
*  Ware's  Antiquities  of  Ireland,  p.  47.  fering  marriages  to  be  solemnized  in  his 
8  In  the  Acta  of  the  Archdeaconry  of  house ;  also  for  suffering  corpses  of  dead 
Middlesex  (at  Chelmsford),  to  which  the  folks  to  be  interred  in  his  garden  or 
parish  of  Cheshunt  belonged,  a  Mr.  Lewis  orchard."  In  1668,  "Contra  the  guardians 
is  named  in  1666  as  curate  and  ludi-  of  Cheshunt  because  they  did  not  pre- 
magister  under  Thomas  Hackett,  and  sent  all  sectaries  or  Anabaptists  that 
Nathaniel  Mott,  in  1677,  as  ludimagistcr  attempt  to  teach  childreu  without  so- 
under Robert  Wensley,  Hackett's  sue-  thority."  In  1669  Robert  Renuington, 
cessor.  In  1666  Edmund  Lewis  was  W.  Cooper,  Robert  Cock,  Jeremy  Wren, 
presented  for  teaching  school  without  Robert  Clark,  were  presented  for  not 
licence  ;  one  Gardner  [probably  Thomas  receiving  the  sacrament  according  to  the 
Gardiker  of  Cottered]  "for  preaching  ceremonies  of  the  Church  of  England  in 
without  licence,  and  for  refusing  to  hold  their  own  parish  church,  in  1670, 
the  child  at  the  font  when  it  was  bap-  u  Contra  Henry  Staines,  of  Cheshunt,  for 
tized."  Thomas  Sheppard,  John  Ellis,  marrying  his  former  wife's  water."  16#5, 
Robert  Clark,  John  Bolton,  Thomas  "  Contra  John  Usher,  John  Wenham,  John 
Button,  were  at  the  same  time  presented  Parker,  for  not  receiving  the  Sacrament" 
for  not  coming  to  their  parish  church  on  *  Part  8urveyt  voL  xii. 
Sundays  and  holy  days  as  the  law  directs. 
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was  ordered  in  the  year  1658  "  that  the  sum  of  £50  per  annum 
.  be  voted  to  Mr.  John  Spencer,  preacher  at  Theobalds."  * 
Crosby  names  Mr.  Spencer  among  certain  Baptist  sufferers, 
though  he  adds,  "I  have  been  able  to  obtain  little  more 
than  their  names."2  In  1672,  among  the  licences  for  preach- 
ing, we  find 

1.  "One  to  John  8pbnceb,  to  be  a  Baptist  teacher  in  the  house  of 
Anthony  Spinage,  of  Cheeton,  Herts." 

2.  "  Licence  for  the  house  of  Anthony  Spinage,  at  Cheston,  Hartford, 
Baptists.    25th  July,  1672." 

Crosby  further  tells  us,  "On  the  day  of  the  King's  proclama- 
tion (16(50)  at  Waltham,  near  Theobalds,  in  the  evening  there 
was  a  bonfire  made  to  express  the  people's  joy.  A  cooper  who 
was  present  swore  and  tore  and  struck  the  ground,  and  said, 
'  Now  have  at  the  Anabaptists/ .  Now  as  the  fire  burned,  he 
took  a  faggot,  and  said,  '  Here  is  a  round-head/  and  cast  it 
into  the  fire  which  burned ;  and  then  took  another  faggot,  and 
said, '  Here  is  an  Anabaptist,'  and  that  burned,  etc.  But  the 
Lord  struck  him  that  night,  so  that  he  never  saw  the  morning. 
Attested  by  several  of  the  same  town."8 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  vicars  here,  1562 — 1672 : — 

1562.  Simon  Williams,  1654-5.  Peter  Samwayes,  M.A. 

1590.  Richard  Neale,  MJL  1656.  John  Yates. 

1605.  Robert  Newell.  1660.  Thomas  Hackett,  M.A. 

1610.  Henry  Hindle,  S.T.B.  Edmund  Lewis,  Ludimag*. 

1613.  Thomas  Sothworth,  M.A.  1672.  Robert  Wensley,  M.A. 

1632.  Samael  Wincop.  S.T.P.  Nathaniel  Mott,  Ludimag*. 

1654.  John  Rocket. 

Cheshunt  was  a  common  resort  of  the  Nonconformists  during 
the  days  of  persecution  that  followed  the  Uniformity  Act. 
Among  these  was  Joseph  Maisters,  a  Baptist  minister,  born 
at  Kingsdown,  near  Ilchester,  in  Somerset,  November  13th, 
1640.     He  went  to  Magdalen  College,  Oxford,  in  February 

1  Thursday,   11th  March,  1657-8.    At  county  of  Hertford,  ordered  by  his  High- 

the  Councelf  at  W hitehall.   Whereas  by  ness,  the  Lord  Protector,  and  the  Coancell 

an  order  of  the  24th  September  last  was  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  trustees 

referred  to  a  Com"*  of  the  Coancell  to  for  maintenance  of  min™  to  settle  upon 

consider   of   an  Augmentation  of  £60  the   aforesaid    Mr.   John    Spencer,  as 

per  an.  to  be   settled  upon  Mr.  John  preacher   at    Theobalds    aforesaid,   aft 

spencer  for  his  better  maintenance  and  Augmentation  of  £50  per  an.  for  his 

encouragement  in  preaching  the  Gospel.  better  maintenance  and  encouragement. 

Now  upon  report  from  the  said  Com"*  that  William  Jessop,  Clerk  of  the  Coancell." — 

the  said  Mr.  Spencer  is  by  the  Com**  for  Lambeth  M88.,  977. 

approbation  of  preaching  ministers  ap-  *  Hist,  of  Baptists,  ir.  51. 

proved  to  preach  at  Theobalds,  in  the  •  •  Crosby,  Hut.  of  the  Baptists,  ii.  81. 
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1656,  where  he  was  under  the  famous  Dr.  Goodwin  until  the 
Restoration.  Thereupon  he  removed  to  Magdalen  Hall,  and 
standing  for  his  B.A.  degree,  it  was  denied  him  purely  because 
of  his  refusing  conformity,  as  the  following  certificates  show : — 

"  February  5th,  1660-1.  These  are  to  certify  whom  it  may  concern,  that 
Joseph  Maisters,  student  of  Magdalen  Hall  (lately  of  Magdalen  College), 
in  Oxon,  during  his  abode  in  the  said  University  did  behave  himself 
piously  and  studiously,  and  was  forced  to  leave  his  place  in  the  said 
college,  as  also  was  denied  his  degree  of  B.A.  (having  completed  his  time, 
and  performed  all  exercises  thereto  required  by  the  statutes)  only  upon 
this  reason, — viz.,  for  his  nonconforming  to  the  ecclesiastical  discipline 
lately  introduced  into  the  said  college.  In  testimony  whereof  we  sub- 
scribe our  names.  Henry  Wilkinson,  D.D.  We  whose  names  are  under- 
writ  can  testify  the  truth  of  the  foresaid  certificate  and  procter's 
subscription.  John  Williams  .(Dean),  Edward  Northmore  {Reg.  Mag  J), 
Edmund  Major  {Reg.  Mag.),  Theo.  Gale,  M.A." 

"  After  such  usage,"  says  Calamy,  "  Mr.  Maisters  had  little 
heart  to  stay  longer  in  the  University,  and  therefore  quitted 
it  and  followed  his  studies  privately,  preaching  as  he  had 
opportunity.  At  length  he  settled  with  a  worshipping  society 
of  Christians  at  Theobalds,  in  Herts,  and  was  ordained  to  the 
ministry,  October  30th,  1667."  In  the  Book  recording  the 
names  of  persons  and  places  licensed  in  accordance  with  Charles 
II/s  Declaration  of  Indulgence  in  1672,  we  find  the  following : — 

3.  u  July  25th,  1672.  Licence  to  Joseph  Maisters,  of  Cheston,  to  be 
a  Baptist  general  teacher." 

He  continued  at  Theobalds  "  till  he  was  about  fifty  years  of 
age,  when  the  congregation  of  Baptists  at  Joiner's  Hall,  one 
of  the  richest  churches  in  London,  I1  may  say  in  England, 
wanting  an  elder,  earnestly  solicited  him  to  come  to  town. 
His  church  in  the  country  was  then  reduced  to  a  very  Bmall 
number,  and  met  in  a  Presbyterian  meeting-house,  the  minis- 
ters of  the  two  congregations  dividing  the  work  betwixt  them. 
It  was  arranged  that  the  members  at  Theobalds  should  join 
themselves  with  him  to  this  church  in  London,  and  that  he 
should  come  down  once  a  month  to  preach  and  administer  the 
Lord's  Supper  unto  them ;  and  this  he  did  for  about  twenty 
years,  till  his  death,  April  6th,  1717.  He  was  buried  in  Bunhill 
Fields,  and  his  funeral  sermon  was  preached  (and  published)  by 

i  Crosby,  It.  348. 
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Jeremy  Hunt,  a  paedo-baptist.  At  his  funeral  he  requested 
that  two  Baptist,  two  Independent,  and  two  Presbyterian 
ministers  should  act  as  pall-bearers.  He  was  a  man  of  an 
unblemished  conversation,  of  extensive  charity,  and  modest 
beyond  what  is  common  to  men  of  his  age  and  advantages." 

Thomas  Wadsworth  was  the  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  at  Theobalds,  and  preached  on  alternate  Sundays  with 
Mr.  Maisters.  He  was  born  in  the  parish  of  St.  Saviour's, 
Southwark;  at  Cambridge  he  was  under  the  tuition  of  Dr. 
Outram.  He  became  M.A.  and  Fellow  of  Christ's  College.  On 
February  16th,  1652,  he  was  appointed  minister  of  Newington 
Butts.  In  August  1660  he  had  to  resign  this  living  to  Mr. 
J.  Meggs,  who  pretended  to  be  the  legal  rector,  though  before 
he  died  he  acknowledged  his  claim  unjust.  He  was  afterwards 
chosen  by  the  parish  of  St.  Lawrence,  Poultry,  to  be  their 
minister,  and  was  ejected  from  this  place  on  Bartholomew 
Day,  1662,  preaching  the  Saturday  night  before  at  his  people's 
request  from  Mai.  iii.  16.  At  their  desire  he  preached  privately 
to  one  congregation  at  Southwark  and  another  at  Theobalds 
by  turns.  In  a  list  of  "  Conventicles  "  at  Lambeth,  bearing  date 
1669,  we  find  one  named  at  "  Theobalds,  preacher  or  teacher, 
Mr.  Wadworth  and  Mr.  Bragge."  He  had  afterwards  as  assis- 
tant as  Southwark,  Mr.  Parsons.  He  died  October  29th,  1676, 
aged  forty-six.     In  the  Licence  Book  we  find  the  following : — 

4.  "  May  1st,  1672.  The  house  of  Jonathan  Pritman  to  be  a  Presby- 
terian meeting-place  at  Theobalds.'1 

5.  u  Thomas  Wadsworth  to  be  a  Presbyterian  teacher  in  the  house  of 
Jonathan  Pritman." 

Also — 

6.  "Licence  to  John  Yates  to  be  a  Congregational  teacher  in  the 
house  of  Jonathan  Pritman  in  Theobalds.    1st  May,  1672." 

Also — 

7.  u  The  house  of Hill,  in  —  Street,  Cheshunt,  in  Hertford- 
shire, licensed  for  a  Congregational  meeting-place.     1st  May,  1672." 

And  once  more — 

8.  "  Licence  to  Christopher  Fowler  to  be  a  Congregational  teacher 
in  Thomas  PothilTs  house  in  Cheshunt,  Hertfordshire.    2nd  May,  1672." 

Chkistopher  Fowler,  M.  A,  was  born  at  Marlborough  about 
1610,  brought  up  at  Oxford,  where  he  was  for  some  time  a 
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preacher  after  he  entered  the  ministry.  He  moved  thence  to 
Woodley,  in  Berks  ;  thence  to  St.  Margaret  Lothbury,  London  ; 
next  to  St.  Mary's,  Reading,  and  at  length  became  Fellow  of 
Eton  College,  near  Windsor.  Upon  Charles  II. 's  return  he  lost 
this  fellowship,  and  in  1662  was  ejected  from  Reading.  After- 
wards he  retired  to  London,  and  exercised  his  ministry  in 
private.  In  1672  we  find  him  taking  out  a  licence  to  be  a 
Congregational  teacher  at  Cheshunt.  He  died  in  Southwark 
January  1678-9.  His  funeral  sermon  was  preached  by  W. 
Cooper,  ejected  minister  of  Southwark,  who  calls  him  "an 
able,  holy,  faithful,  indefatigable  servant  of  Christ,  approv- 
ing himself  such  by  painful  studies,  by  patient  sufferings,  by 
continued  prayer  and  preaching.'1 1 

Robert  Bragge,  who  also  preached  at  Cheshunt,  was  born 
in  1627,  educated  at  Wadham  College,  Oxford,  where  he  was 
chosen  fellow.  He  was  silenced  by  the  Bartholomew  Act,  and 
became  pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church  at  Pewterere' 
Hall,  Lime  Street.  He  died  April  14th,  1704,  aged  seventy- 
seven  years,  and  was  buried  at  Bunhill  Fields,  in  the  same 
vault  with  John  Bunyan.  He  preached  and  published  a 
funeral  sermon  for  T.  Wads  worth  in  1676.  He  was  a  man  of 
great  humility  and  sincerity,  and  of  a  very  peaceable  temper.3 

Abraham  Hume,  M.A.,  born  in  Morayshire,  and  educated  at 
St.  Andrews,  ejected  in  1662  from  Whittingham,  in  Northum- 
berland, also  "preached  privately  at  Theobalds,  and  there 
continued  till  King  James's  liberty.1'  He  was  afterwards 
pastor  of  the  congregation  in  Drury  Lane,8  and  died  January 
29th,  1707,  aged  about  ninety-two. 

Another  Nonconformist  minister  who  sometimes  visited 
Cheshunt  and  preached  there  was  the  Congregationalist,  An- 
thony Palmer.  He  was  born  in  1618,  at  Great  Comberton, 
in  Worcestershire,  M.A.  and  Fellow  of  Baliiol  College,  Oxford, 
in  1640,  and  was  cast  out  by  force  from  his  church  at  Burton- 
on- Water,  in  Gloucestershire,  "  by  some  of  the  neighbouring 
gentry"  before  the  Act  of  Uniformity  was  framed.  About  the 
same  time  his  house  was  plundered  by  soldiers.  He  had  a 
congregation  afterwards  at  Pinner's  Hall,  in  London,  where  he 

»  Calamy,  Account,  p.  97,  who  alio  *  Walter  Wilson's  Dissenting  Churches, 

gives  a  list  of  bis  works  ;  Palmer's  Non-      i.  208. 
con.  Memorial^  i.  294.  *  Palmer's  Noncon,  Memorial,  Hi.  82,83. 
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continued  pastor  till  his  death.  Wood  says  "  he  carried  on  the 
trade  of  cooventicling  to  the  last."  Once,  in  1665,  when  he 
was  preaching  at  Cheshunt,  "  Sir  Henry  Wroth,  of  Durante 
(a  severe  hunter  of  the  Nonconformists),  came  with  a  body  of 
soldiers,  apprehending  a  conventicle  at  a  house  in  Theobalds' 
Park."1  Palmer,  however,  escaped  on  this  occasion.  He  died 
January  26th,  1678. 

It  is  evident  that  Cheshunt  was  a  stronghold  of  Noncon- 
formity, and  a  rendezvous  for  Nonconforming  ministers  during 
the  troublous  times  which  followed  the  Restoration ;  and  it  is 
an  interesting  fact  that  Richard  Cromwell,  the  Protector,  son 
of  the  great  Oliver,  took  up  his  abode  at  Pengelly  House, 
Cheshunt,  on  his  return  to  England  in  1688,  and  died  here 
in  his  86th  year,  July  12th,  1712.  His  remains  were  con- 
veyed to  Hursley,  in  Hampshire,  and  deposited  in  the  chancel 
of  that  church,  on  July  18th,  near  to  the  remains  of  his  wife 
Dorothy.9  His  eldest  daughter  married  Dr.  Thomas  Gibson, 
and,  when  he  died,  in  1722,  he  left  his  property  to  his  son 
Edmund  Gibson,  bishop  of  London,  who  was  thus  grandson  of 
Richard  Cromwell.     He  was  a  great  friend  of  Dr.  Watts. 

Besse  mentions  the  name  of  one  Robert  Cooper,  of  Cheshunt, 
who,  in  1676,  was  "  imprisoned  at  the  suit  of  Robert  Win- 
chestly,  priest,"3  by  whom  he  probably  means  Robert  Worsley, 
who  was  conforming  vicar  here  from  1672 — 1689. 

Another  Nonconformist  minister  of  note  at  Cheshunt,  about 
the  year  1680,  was  William  Carstairs.  "He  was/'  says  Calamy, 
"  not  a  little  concerned  in  the  consultations  here  in  England, 
in  the  latter  part  of  Charles  II.'s  reign,  about  the  best  way 
of  preserving  our  religion  and  liberties,  which  were  in  such 
apparent  hazard  from  a  Popish  successor,  and  was  on  this 
account  a  great  sufferer."  He  was  imprisoned  eleven  weeks  in 
the  Gatehouse,  and  then  was  sent  down  to  Scotland,  that  he 
might  be  put  to  the  torture. 

"  I  was  committed  prisoner,"  he  says,  "  to  the  tolbooth  of  Edinburgh, 
pat  into  irons,  in  which  I  continued  three  weeks. ...  I  was  at  last  brought 
out  about  noon  to  the  council,  who  asked  what  reason  I  had  why  I  should 
not  be  tortured.    Then  the  King's  smith  was  called  in  to  bring  in  a  new 

>  MS.  Br.  Williams'  Lib.,  fol  89.    Ca-  *  Bogue  and  Bonnet's  History  of  DU- 

lamy,  Account,  p.  816.  tenters,  ii.  802 ;  Clutterbuck,  it  121. 

•  Besse,  Sufferings  of  the  Quakers,  1 251. 
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instrument  to  torture  by  the  thnmbkins  that  had  never  been  used  before. 
For  whereas  the  former  was  only  to  screw  on  two  pieces  of  iron  above 
and  below  with  finger  and  thumb,  these  were  made  to  turn  about  the 
screw  with  the  whole  hand.  And  under  this  torture  I  continued  near  an 
hour  and  a  half.  .  .  .  Thus  in  open  violation  of  the  plain  law  of  Habeas 
Corpus  I  was  sent  down  to  Scotland  to  make  way  for  my  torture." l 

After  the  Revolution  Carstairs  was  highly  esteemed  by  King 
William,  often  "  praying  with  him  in  his  family  coach  before 
his  engagements  in  the  field."*  Hence  he  was  called  ''Cardinal 
Carstairs."  He  became  Principal  of  Edinburgh  University, 
and  was  often  sent  thence  to  court  upon  critical  emergencies. 
He  died  with  the  reputation  of  being  as  wise  and  learned  a 
man  as  most  of  his  age.  Woodrow  describes  him  as  a  man  of 
shining  piety,  candour,  and  integrity. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  places  of  religious  worship  certified 
to  Justices  of  Peace  at  Quarter  Sessions  from  1688  to  1852 : — 

1.  "7.  Camberwell  Street,  Cheshunt,  at  Midsummer  Sessions,  1689." 

2.  "8.  Theobalds,  Cheshunt,  Midsummer  Sessions,  1689." 

S.  "38.  Hamsted  End,  Oheshunt,  certified  by  Andrew  Warner,  1st 
December,  1707." 

4.  "182.  Meeting  House  at  Hamster's  End,  Cheshunt,  for  Quakers, 
certified  by  W.  Baker,  26th  January,  1707-8." 

There  is  a  gap  in  the  list  from  1708  to  1790. 

5.  "  322.  Church  Gate  House,  Cheshunt,  for  Independents,  certified  by 
G.  Ford,  minister,  26th  June,  1792." 

6.  "644.  Chapel  at  Cheshunt,  certified  by  Lend.  Kirkman,  minister, 
7th  July,  1806." 

7.  u  701.  House  of  Saml.  Lane,  Cheshunt,  for  Methodists,  certified  by 
Saml.  Lane,  minister,  19th  September,  1808." 

8.  "  1042.  Room  of  Hannah  Davis,  Cheshunt,  for  Independents,  cer- 
tified by  Hannah  Davis,  9th  October,  1817." 

9.  "1046.  House  in  Appleby  Street,  Cheshunt,  certified  by  Robert 
Martin,  18th  October,  1817." 

10.  "  1 143.  House  near  GofFs  Oak,  Cheshunt,  for  Independents,  certified 
by  Catherine  Best,  21st  May,  1819." 

11.  "1175.  House  in  Hammond  Street,  Cheshunt,  certified  by  Robert 
Martin,  minister,  18th  February,  1820." 

1  The  letter  is  given  in  fall  by  Robert  Vindication  of  the  Diuentcre,    p.    258. 

Woodrow  in  his  History  of  the  Suffering*  Woodrow  gtoes  a  portrait -of  Carstairs. 

of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  iv.  S*6  sqq.  John  Dunton,  in  his  Narrative  of  a  Scotch 

There    was   no   evidence    to   implicate  Commencement,  says,  "  Mr.  Carstairs,  the 

Cwtairs  in  the  Bye  House  Plot.    His  Principal,   prayed   over  us   in   elegant 

confession  amounts  simply  to  this,  that  Latin.* — L\fe  and  Letters  of  John  Don- 

"  Dr.  Owen,  Mr.  Mead,  and  Mr.  Griffith  ton,  ii.  688,  690. 

consulted  how  they  might  preserve  their  *  Calamy,  Continn  676. 
religion  and  liberties."  See  James  Peirce's 
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The  trust-deed  of  the  Congregational  Chapel,  Crossbrook,  is 
dated  September  29th,  1705.  Caleb  Wroe,  the  first  pastor, 
was  here  from  1706  until  his  death  in  1728.  He  was  succeeded 
by  John  Oakes,  grandson  of  John  Oakes,  ejected  minister  of 
Boreham,  Essex,  afterwards  pastor  of  the  New  Broad  Street 
Church.  He  was  related  to  Sir  Thomas  Abney,  and  to  the 
first  Lord  Barrington,  who  was  born  at  Theobalds,  1678.  Four 
years  after  his  ordination,  viz.,  in  1733,  the  Presbyterian  con- 
gregation, under  Christopher  Carlisle,  united  themselves  with 
the  church  at  Crossbrook.  This  Presbyterian  congregation,  in 
1715,  numbered  three  hundred  hearers,  of  whom  twenty-two 
were  voters  for  the  county.  The  Crossbrook  congregation, 
in  1728,  likewise  numbered  three  hundred  hearers,  of  whom 
twenty-six  were  voters  for  the  county.1  Dr.  Watts  preached 
on  the  occasion  of  the  union,  September  23rd,  1733.  "  You," 
he  says,  "  who  have  worshipped  God  in  two  separate  congre- 
gations for  many  years  have  just  begun  a  union  as  to  your 
place  of  worship,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  attended  with  an 
increasing  union  of  hearts  in  the  love  of  Jesus,  your  common 
Lord."  The  congregation  enjoyed  the  ministration  of  the 
two  pastors,  the  aged  and  matured  Christopher  Carlisle,  and 
the  young  Mr.  Oakes.  A  volume  of  Sermons  to  the  Young, 
by  Mr.  Oakes,  was  published  after  his  death  in  1745.  He 
was  succeeded  by  John  Mason,  M.A.,  author  of  the  work  on 
Self-Knowledge,  who  was  at  Cheshunt  from  1746  to  1763. 
Born  at  Dunmow,  Essex,  1705,  he  studied  for  the  ministry, 
under  Mr.  Jennings,  at  Kibworth.  His  father  was  a  Congre- 
gational minister,  and  his  grandfather  a  minister  of  the  Esta- 
blishment, and  author  of  the  hymn, "  Now  from  the  altar  of  our 
hearts."  He  became  chaplain  and  private  tutor  in  the  family 
of  Governor  Feaks,  at  his  seat  near  Hatfield.  Soon  after  this 
he  was  called  to  be  pastor  of  a  congregation  at  Dorking,  Surrey. 
After  a  residence  of  seventeen  years  therp  he  removed,  in  1746, 
to  Cheshunt,  where  he  preached  to  a  considerable  congregation, 
and  devoted  part  of  his  time  to  the  education  of  young  men 
for  the  ministry.  He  died  1763,  aged  fifty-eight  years.3  He 
was  buried  in  the  parish  yard,  and  on  a  tombstone  marking 

1  Erans's  MSB.,  Dr.  Williams's  Lib.  *  Bogne  and  Bennett's  History  ofDi$- 

seniers,  iv.  402. 

33 


614  MEMORIALS  OF  NONCONFORMITY  IK  HERTS,     [htotobed  of 

his  grave  is  the  following  inscription:  "The  Revel  learned 
and  pious  John  Mason,  M.A.,  who  was  minister  to  the  Congre- 
gation of  Protestant  Dissenters  in  this  parish  17  years,  eeased 
from  his  labours,  and  was  called  to  receive  his  reward,  February 
10th,  1763,  aged  58.w 

Samuel  Worslet  (educated  at  Daventry  under  Dr.  Ash- 
worth)  was  next  here  as  pastor,  from  1765  till  his  death  in 
1800.  The  following  is  on  his  tomb  in  the  churchyard  at 
Cheshunt :  "  The  Rev.  Samuel  Worsley,  35  years  Protestant 
Dissenting  Minister  in  this  parish,  died  March  7th,  1800,  aged 
59."  Eleazar  CoctAN  followed,  but  resigned  in  1802,  and 
retired  to  Walthamstow,  where  he  kept  a  school.  Edward 
Weybridge  was  pastor  from  1812  to  1828,  when  he  retired, 
and  was  followed  by  Messrs.  Bennett  and  Wildsmith.  In  1840 
Philip  Smith,  B.A.,  took  the  oversight  of  the  church ;  and  John 
Hall  from  1844  to  1847.  Thomas  Hill  was  pastor  from  1848 
to  1864,  and  during  his  ministry  a  new  church  was  built  in 
1857.  He  removed  to  North  Finchley,  and  was  succeeded  by 
J.  W.  Walker,  B.A.,  1864  to  1875.  D.  Davies,  B.A.  (who  had 
been  at  Therfield  from  1856),  became  pastor  here  in  1875.1 

In  1712,  when  Sir  Thomas  Abney  occupied  Theobalds,  he 
persuaded  Dr.  Isaac  Watts  to  retire  for  a  time  from  his  minis- 
terial duties  in  Mark  Lane,  and  to  seek  a  little  repose  at 
Theobalds.  Dr.  Watts  lived  here  for  thirty-six  years,  during 
which  time  he  wrote  most  of  his  works.2  He  died  here  in  1748, 
in  his  seventy-fifth  year,  and  preached  his  last  sermon  at 
Crossbrook  Chapel  six  months  before  his  death. 

Cheshunt  College.  The  Countess  of  Huntingdon,  in  1768, 
established  an  institution  for  training  ministers  at  Trevecca, 

1  The  above  particulars  are  abridged  health,  in  1712  he  came  to  Theobalds. 
from  a  Sketch  of  the  History  of  the  In  1742  he  said,  "  I  came  to  the  house  of 
Congregational  Church  at  Cheshunt,  my  good  friend  Sir  Thomas  Abney,  in- 
compiled  by  the  Revs.  D.  Davies  and  tending  to  spend  but  a  single  week  under 
J.  Oswald  Jackson,  of  Theobalds.  his  friendly  roof,  and  I  have  extended 

*  Isaac  Watts  was  born  at  South-  mv  visit  to  the  length  of  thirty  years/* 

ampton  July  17th,   1674.     His    father  His  Psalms  and  Hymns  he  published  in 

kept  a  boarding-school,  and  suffered  im-  1719,  and  soon  after  his  Divine  and  Moral 

prisonment  for  nis  Nonconformity.  Isaac  Songs  for  Children.    His  Logic  appeared 

was  educated  at  the  free  grammar-school  in  1724,  Improvement  of  the  Mind  1741, 

under  John  Pinhorn,  and  in  1690  entered  Christian  Doctrine  of  the  Trinity  1722, 

the  Academy  under  Thomas  Rowe  in  and  volumes  of  Sermons  and  other  Works 

London.    In  1698  he  became  assistant  to  at  various  dates.    He  died  at  Theobalds 

Dr.  Isaac  Chauncy,  pastor  of  the  Inde-  Nov.  26th.  1748,  aged  seventy-four  years, 

pendent  church  in  Mark  Lane,  and  in  and  was  buried  in  Bunhill-Fields.    Sec 

1702  succeeded  him.    Buffering  from  ill-  W.  Wilson's  Diss.  Churches,  i.  292—318. 
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near  Talgarth,  in  South  Wales.  It  was  while  there  conducted 
hy  John  Wm,  Fletcher.  It  was  removed  in  1792  to  Cheshunt, 
where  the  Rev.  Isaac  Nicholson,  a  clergyman  from  the  Esta- 
blishment, superintended  the  education  of  the  students.  He 
quitted  the  chair  to  take  charge  of  a  congregation  in  London ; 
and  after  Andrew  Horn  had  for  a  time  succeeded  him  at 
Cheshunt,  Dr.  Henry  Draper,  a  clergyman  of  London,  presided 
for  a  few  months.  Next  came,  as  tutor,  J.  J.  Richards,  a 
Dissenting  minister.  The  college  chapel  was  built  in  1806.  In 
1818,  November  18th,  the  building  of  the  College  of  Cheshunt 
was  certified  as  "  a  place  of  religious  worship  for  Protestant 
Calvinistic  Methodists,  by  Thos.  D.  Boden,  Geo.  Darby,  Jno. 
James."  In  1826  the  academy  was  under  the  tuition  of  Messrs. 
Kemp  and  Forster,  and  provided  for  twenty  students.1  Further 
additions  were  made,  and  a  President's  house  built  in  1862.  In 
1868  there  was  a  Centenary  Celebration,  a  full  account  of  which 
forms  a  pamphlet.  Important  alterations  and  additions  were 
completed  in  1872  at  a  cost  of  £10,063.  The  average  number 
of  students  during  the  last  twelve  years  (1871 — 83)  was  thirty- 
five.  The  students  minister  to  congregations  at  the  following 
places: — College  Chapel,  Cheshunt  Street  Chapel,  Nazing, 
Wormley,  Stanstead,  Hertford  Heath  (Am well),  Botany  Bay 
Chapel,  Whitewebbs,  Ponder's  End.  The  trust  deed  requires 
the  Tutors  and  Students  to  subscribe  fifteen  Articles  decidedly 
Calvinistic,  but  "  the  young  men  are  left  entirely  free  in  their 
choice  of  the  denomination  of  Christians  among  whom  they 
may  prefer  to  exercise  their  ministry ."  The  following  is  a  list 
of  the  Presidents  :— 

1768-71.  Rev.  John  William  Fletcher.       1821.  Rev.  William  Kemp. 


1792 

»! 

Isaac  Nicholson. 

1826 

i> 

Jacob  Eirkman  Foster. 

1803 

J! 

Andrew  Horn. 

1839 

i» 

John  Harris,  D.D. 

1806 

I» 

Richard  Owen. 

1850 

»i 

Wm.  Hendry  Stowell,  D.D. 

1807 

1* 

Henry  Draper,  D.D. 

1857 

» 

Richard  Alliott,  LL.D. 

1810 

It 

Josiah  J.  Richards. 

1860 

V 

Henry    Robert    Reynolds, 

1814 

II 

John  James. 

D.D.* 

>  Bogoe    and    Bennett's    History    of      Mag.,  1799,  p.  847 ;  Congl.  Magn  1826, 
Dissenter*,   iv.    295 ;    Nonconformity   in      p.  706. 
Wales,  by  Thos.  Bees,  p.  494;   Evan.  »  Report  of  the  7Vtutee*,1883,pp.27,87. 
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ESSENDON. 
Acres,  2,808 ;  pop.,  594 ;  value,  £500. 

Id  a  list  of  incumbents  bearing  date  1576,  Nicholas  Tooke 
is  named  as  rector  of  Essendon,  and  is  described  as  non  gra- 
duatus,  nee  habilis  ad  ctmcionaridum,  sed  ad  catechizandum 
eujfhcienter.1  In  1609  Rowland  Hughes  signs  the  transcripts. 
In  1610  "Roger  Marsdon,  of  Essenden,  was  accused  that  be 
went  to  cart  upon  Ascension  Day  last  past  in  carrying  of  a 
load  of  bricks.  He  pleads  that  he  did  it  in  mere  charity,  and 
took  no  money  for  it."  In  1614  the  following  report  of  three 
parishes  is  given:  "Communicants  in  Bayford,  87;  in  Berk- 
hamsted,  17 ;  in  Essenden,  35.  My  voyce  I  give  to  him  that 
hath  most  voyces  of  my  brethren.  Rowland  Hughes."  In 
1624  Joseph  Becke  signs  here  as  curate ;  and  on  November 
17th,  1629,  Walter  Tooke,  M.A.,  was  instituted  as  rector.  He 
signs  the  transcript  thus :  "  1630,  August  24th.  Buried  Chris- 
topher Tooke,  gentleman,  burgess.  Signed,  Walter  Tooke, 
rector;  John  and  Benj.  Hill,  churchwardens."  In  1631  John 
Wynne,  M.A.,  "willingly  subscribes"  the  three  articles,  and  is 
licensed  as  curate ;  Robt.  Jaques  and  Henry  Howe,  church- 
wardens. Walter  Tooke,  however,  signs  the  transcripts 
down  to  1640.2  On  February  2nd,  1641-2,  Richard  Pooley, 
M.A.,  is  appointed  "per  mortem  Walter  Tooke,"  and  a  fort- 
night after,  on  February  17th,  his  son,  Richard,  who  was 
deprived  in  1643,  restored  in  1660,  and  who  died  here  in 
1670.8  Walker  has  evidently  confused  the  names;  and  he 
says,  "R.  Pooley's  successor  was  one  J:  Wynne,"  whereas 
Wynne  was  here  ten  years  before.4 

Upon  the  sequestration  of  the  living  from  Richard  Pooley, 
junior,  it  appears  that  Qeorge  Stallybrasse,  whom  Walker  also 
names,  was  appointed.    He  was  already  settled  here  in  1646, 

»  Lambeth  M8S.,  900.  *  "  1669,  January  28th,  Richard,  son  of 
*  Thus  :  "  1684.  Henry  Tooke,  gentle-  Richard  Pooley  and  Getlisell  his  wife,  was 
man,  buried  May  28th:  Walter  Tooke.  baptized."  In  1669*70,  March  5th,  Rich- 
rector.  1636.  Rhhard  Hawthorne  buried  ard  Pooley,  rector,  was  buried. 
April  15th :  Ralph  Tooke,  Esq.,  buried  ♦  Neal  names  "  W.  Mew,  B-D-  of 
December  29th  ;  Henry  Coope,  gentle-  Essingdon,  and  a  member  of  the  West- 
man,  buried  July  2nd,  1685.  1640.  Mrs.  minster  Assembly  of  Divines,  who  regu- 
Hester  Priestley  buried.  1640.  Married  larly  attended  their  meetings." — History 
Samuel  Hare  and  Eli*.  M orison  Norem-  of  the  Puritan*,  iii.  46 ;  but  this  is  pro- 
ber 8rd.  Walter  Tooke,  rector."— Acta  bably  not  our  Essendon. 
Transcripts,  Archd.  of  Hunts. 
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and  signed  the  Hertfordshire  ministers'  petition  to  Parliament, 
in  favour  of  the  Covenant,  in  that  year.  In  1650  again  the 
Commissioners  found  him  still  here,  and  describe  him  as 
"parson."  He  was  turned  out  in  1660  to  make  way  for 
Richard  Pooley,  junior,  who  held  the  living  till  his  death  in 
1669.  George  Stallybrasse,  according  to  Calamy,1 "  afterwards 
conformed/'  We  find  him  in  1662  at  Northaw,  in  this  county, 
where  he  remained  till  his  death,  and  where  he  was  buried 
June  6th,  1676.  Calamy  also  mentions  a  Mr.  Skingle,  of 
Essendon ;  probably  Daniel  Skingle,  of  Little  Hadham. 

At  Essendon,  in  1674,  the  church  guardians,  Rt.  Potter  and 
Geo.  Lines,  were  summoned  before  the  Archdeacon  for  neglect 
of  duty,  and  in  1682  it  is  reported  that  at  Essendon  they  lack 
a  surplice  and  prayer-book. 

"  The  chapel  of  James  Pond,  in  the  parish  of  Essendon, 
was  certified  as  a  place  of  religious  worship  for  Protestant 
Dissenters  on  18th  August,  1817,  by  Charles  Cook,  preacher." 

HERTFORD. 
Acres,  6,168 ;  pop.,  8,718 ;  value,  All  Saints',  £578 ;  St.  Andrew's,  £280. 

A  national  Anglo-Saxon  Synod  was  held  at  Hertford,  com- 
menced by  Theodore,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  on  September 
24th,  673.  The  earlier  canons  of  the  Church  of  Borne  were 
confirmed  and  their  observance  promised,  and  ten  points 
which  Theodore  brought  forward  were  carried.  Modern 
Anglicans  attach  importance  to  this  synod,  but  there  were 
synods  at  Worcester  in  601,  and  in  London  605,  and  one 
before  these  (446)  of  greater  doctrinal  importance,  supposed 
to  have  been  held  at  St  Albans  or  Verulam,  at  which  the 
Pelagian  heresy  was  condemned.  The  ten  articles  of  the  Hert- 
ford synod  were : — 

"  1.  Easter  is  to  be  kept  on  the  Sunday  after  the  14th  Nisan ;  2.  No 
bishop  shall  have  power  in  another's  pariah  ;  3.  He  must  not  disturb  nor 
rob  the  monasteries  ;  4.  Monks  must  not  go  from  abbey  to  abbey ;  5.  A 
cleric  must  not  leave  his  bishop  for  another ;  6.  Travelling  priests  are 
not  to  officiate  without  permission ;  7.  A  synod  shall  be  held  annually 
at  Cloveshoe ;  8.  Bishops  to  take  rank  according  to  date  of  ordination  ; 

1  Account,  p.  870. 
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9.  The  number  of  Christiana  increasing,  more  bishops  are  wanted ;  10. 
Divocoe  only  in  casu  adulterii  and  without  remarrying."1 

Hertford,  being  the  county  town,  was  the  centre  to  which 
Lollards  and  Protestants  were  usually  brought  for  imprisonment 
in  the  early  days  of  religious  persecution.  The  Gesta  of  the  St. 
Albans  monks  record  the  names  of  several  incarcerated  in 
Hertford  jail  for  opposition  to  the  rule  of  the  Abbots.  Hither 
William  Grindecobbe  and  his  fellow  townsmen  were  hurried 
in  the  fourteenth  century.  Hither  Lawrence  Parnam,  the 
smith  of  Hoddesdon,  with  others  named  by  Fox  in  his  Acts 
and  Monuments,  were  conveyed  for  Protestant  Nonconformity 
in  the  reign  of  Mary.  Here  many  Quakers  were  immured  for 
months  and  even  years,  and  some  ended  their  suffering  lives 
within  the  grim  and  gloomy  walls.  If  the  stones  of  those  walls 
could  speak,  they  could  tell  of  many  an  honest  sufferer  for  con- 
science1 sake,  doomed  to  wretched  days  and  wearisome  nights 
in  the  cells  which  they  enclosed. 

The  town  of  Hertford  is  distinguished  in  the  annals  of  Puri- 
tanism as  the  birthplace  of  the  celebrated  Samuel  Stone,  one 
of  the  Pilgrim  Fathers,  and  the  founder  of  the  city  of  Haet- 
ford,  in  Connecticut  He  was  the  son  of  John  Stone  (or 
Stones),  of  Hertford,  and  was  baptized  in  All  Saints'  Church 
on  July  30th,  1602.  The  following  is  the  record  of  his  baptism 
in  the  register:  "  1602,  July  30th,  Samuell,  soane  of  John 
Stone,  was  baptized.11  He  was  one  of  a  large  family,  as  the 
register  likewise  shows.2    Where  he  went  to  school  we  have 

1  Mansi,  zi.  127  ;  Hefele,  Concilien-  also  by  Gennadius,  of  Marseilles  (ob. 
geschickte,  iii.  108.  Cloveehoe  is  explained  496)  ;  see  Appendix  to  the  Benedictine 
by  Fuller  (Ch.  Hi$t.,  B.  II.,  cent.  viii.  21)  ed.  of  Augustine,  x.  63.  Also  by  Marios 
as  Cliff,  near  GraveaencL  Synods  were  Mercator  (a.d.  460). 
held  at  Cloveehoe  in  a.d.  742,  747,  800,  *  The  following  are  the  entries  of  this 
803  (Hefele,  iii.  468,  626,  687,  696).  As  family  in  the  All  Saints'  registers  :— 
to  the  earlier  English  synods  named  "1699.  February  18th,  Jeremias,  son  of 
above,  see  Hefele,  li.  309  (St.  Albans) ;  John  Stones,  baptized.  1601.  January 
iii.  68,  60.  That  the  synod  against  Pe-  19th,  Jeremy,  soane  of  John  Stones, 
lagius  was  held  at  Verulam  or  St.  Albans  buried.  1602.  July  30th,  Samuell,  soane 
is  only  a  conjecture.  Constantius,  in  his  of  John  Stones,  was  baptized.  1604. 
Vita  a.  Germani  (i.  19),  does  not  name  September  29th,  Jeremy  Stone,  son  of 
the  place  (see  p.  14).  Pelagius  is  sup-  John  Stone,  baptized.  1607.  July  6th, 
posed  to  have  been  a  Welshman  named  John  Stone,  son  of  John  Stone,  bap- 
Morgan,  or  Marigena,  translated  ircArf-  tized.   1609.  February  18th,  Mary  Stone, 


ytot  (Cave's  Historia  Literaria,  i.  881).  daughter  of  John  Stone,  baptized.   1609. 

This  is  legend ;  but  Augustine  {Epitt.  October  8th,  John,  son  of  John  Stone, 

186  ad  Paulinum)  B&yB,  "  Pelagium  quern  buried.    1612.  November  1st,   ifa****!^ 

credimus,  ut  ab  illo  distin^ueretur  qui  son  of   John    Stones,    baptised.    1616. 

Pelagius  Tarenti  dicitur,  Brttcnem  fuisse  April  17th,   Lidda,  daughter   of  John 

cognominatum,"  etc.  He  is  called  BriUo  Stones,  baptized.    1626.  April  6th,  Sarah, 
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not  discovered  ;  probably  to  a  school  in  his  native  town,  where 
there  were  able  schoolmasters  in  that  day  as  now.  Efo  was 
further  educated  at  Emmanuel  College,  Cambridge.  He  then 
went  to  reside  at  the  house  of  the  Rev.  Richard  Blackerby, 
at  Ashen,  a  village  in  Essex,  near  Clare,1  "  was  brought  up 
in  divinity  and  Bible  exegesis  at  the  feet  of  that  Gamaliel, 
and"  (as  Mather  says8)  "  you  may  reasonably  expect  that  such 
a  scholar  should  have  a  double  portion  of  the  spirit  which 
there  was  in  such  a  tutor."  Afterwards  he  became  minister 
at  Towcester,  in  Northamptonshire,  where  his  superior  gifts 
and  great  industry  did  not  screen  him  from  prelatic  persecu- 
tion. He  was  an  avowed  but  modest  Nonconformist  to  the 
prelatical  impositions.  He  was  a  friend  and  fellow-sufferer 
with  Thomas  Hooker,  afterwards  his  fellow-labourer  in  New 
England.     Mather  tells  this  amusing  story  concerning  Stone: — 

"  On  Hooker's  return  from  Rotterdam  he  came  to  reside  with  Samuel 
Stone,  who  was  now  become  his  designed  companion  and  assistant  for  the 
New  England  enterprise.  Here  he  was  quickly  scented  by  the  episcopal 
scouts,  who  got  so  far  up  with  him  as  to  knock  at  the  door  of  that  very 
chamber  where  he  was  now  discoursing  with  Mr.  Stone.  Mr.  Stone  was 
at  that  instant  smoking  of  tobacco,  for  which  Mr.  Hooker  had  been 
reproving  him,  as  being  then  used  by  few  persons  of  sobriety.  Being 
also  of  a  sudden  and  pleasant  witt,  Samuel  Stone  stepped  unto  the  door 
with  his  pipe  in  his  mouth,  and  such  an  air  of  speech  and  look  as  gave 
him  some  credit  with  the  officer.  The  officer  demanded  whether  Mr. 
Hooker  were  not  there?  Mr.  Stone  replied,  with  a  braving  sort  of 
confidence,  '  What  Hooker  ?  Do  you  mean  Hooker  that  lived  once  at 
Chelmsford  ? '  The  officer  answered,  '  Yes,  he.'  Mr.  Stone  immediately, 
with  a  diversion  which  once  helped  Athanasius,  made  this  true  answer, 

daughter  of  John  Stones,  baptized.    1629.  lington,  Suffolk,  in  1574,  and  spent  nine 

April  27th,  Esekiell,  son  of  John  Stone,  years    at    Trinity  College,   Cambridge, 

buried.    1685.  August  10th,  Lydia  Stone  He  was  forced  to  remove  from  Feltwell, 

buried."    In  a  survey  of  the  borough  of  in  Norfolk,  where  he  was  minister,  by 

Hertford,  1621,  John  Stone  occurs  as  one  reason  of  his  Nonconformity,   and  he 

of  those  taking  the  survey,  and  also  as  came  to  live  at  Ashen,  in  Essex.    Herd 

one  of  the   freeholders.    See  Cussans,  he  betook  himself  to  the  boarding  of 

Hertford,  Appendix.    We  find  also  the  young   men    and   educating  of  youth, 

following  :  "  1607.  November  26th,  Ema-  spending    twenty -three   years    in    that 

nuel  Stone  and  Ellen  Campe  married,  employment.    He  was  still  at  Ashen  in 

1608.  September  12th,  Katherine,  daugh-  1644.     "Divers  young  students,"  says 

ter  of  Emanuel  Stone,  baptized.    1618.  Clark  {Lives,  p.  68  sqq.J,  "  after  they  came 

November  21st,  Marie  Stone,  ye  daughter  from  the  University,  betook  themselves 

of   Emmanuel    Stone,    was    baptised/'  to  him  to  prepare  them  for  the  ministry, 

(These  two  last  are  from  the  St.  Andrew's  whom  he  taught  the  Hebrew  tongue, 

registers.)     "1624.   August  J 4th,   John  and  with  whom  he  read  divinity." 
Stone,    gentleman,    and   Alice    Alford  '  Mather's  History  of  New  England, 

married.*"  Part  III. 
*  Richard  Blackerby  was  born  at  Wor- 
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'  E  it  be  he  you  look  for,  I  saw  him  about  an  hour  ago,  at  such  a  house 
in  the  town ;  you  had  best  hasten  thither  after  him/  The  officer  took 
this  as  a  sufficient  account  and  went  his  way/' 

Samuel  Stone  soon  after  this  (in  July  1633)  embarked  with 
his  friends,  Hooker  and  Cotton,  at  the  Downs  on  board  the 
ship  Griffin,  which  brought  them  to  New  England.  None  but 
Samuel  Stone  was  owned  to  be  a  preacher  at  their  first  coming 
on  board;  the  other  two  delayed  to  take  their  turns  in  the 
public  worship  of  the  ship  till  they  were  so  far  out  in  the 
main  ocean  that  they  might  with  safety  discover  who  they 
were.  They  arrived  at  Boston  on  September  4th,  1633,  after 
a  passage  of  six  weeks,  and  soon  Mr.  Hooker  was  chosen  pastor, 
and  Mr.  Stone  teacher,  of  the  church  at  Newtown  (afterwards 
Cambridge).  But  in  the  course  of  three  years  Hooker  and 
Stone  set  forth  (in  June  1636)  to  cross  the  wilderness  and 
begin  a  new  settlement  on  Connecticut  river.  This  new  settle- 
ment Samuel  Stone  called  Hartford,  in  remembrance  of  the 
town  of  his  birth.  That  settlement  is  now  the  capital  of 
Connecticut,  one  of  the  handsomest  of  the  New  England  cities, 
with  a  population  of  50,000.  Here  Mr.  Stone  laboured  in  the 
happiest  union  with  his  venerated  friend,  Thomas  Hooker,  for 
eleven  years,  when  the  latter  finished  his  earthly  course ;  and 
after  that  he  remained  sole  pastor  sixteen  years  longer,  till 
"  he  that  was  born  at  Hartford,  in  England,  now  on  July  20th, 
1663,  died  in  Hartford,  of  New  England,  and  went  unto  the 
heavenly  society  whereof  he  would  with  some  longing  say, 
1  Heaven  is  the  more  desirable  for  such  company  as  Hooker 
and  Shepard  and  Hains,  who  are  got  there  before  me.'"1 

Samuel  Stone  had  a  certain  "  pleasancy  in  conversation  * 
which  was  the  effect  and  symptom  of  his  most  ready  wit.  He 
was  like  Dr.  Staunton,  who  said,  "  I  have  used  myself  to  be 
cheerful  in  company,  that  sfaanders-by  might  be  the  more  in 
love  with  religion,  seeing  it   consistent   with  cheerfulness." 

i  Mather's  Eutory  of  New  England,  man.    God  refused  to  hear  oar  prayers 

Part  III.',   p.   117.    There  is  extant  a  for  him,  but  took  him  from  us,  July  7th, 

letter  from  Stone  to  T.  Shepard,  of  Cam-  a  little  before  sonset.    Oar  son  is  set, 

bridge,  Mass.,  dated  "  Hartford,  Jaly  19th,  oar  light  is  eclipsed,  oar  joy  is  darkened. 

1647/'  upon  the  death  of  Hooker.     It  My  loss  is  bitter,  God  gives  me  warning 

begins,  "Dearest  Brother,  God  brought  to  prepare  for  my  change,"  and  bo  on. 

us  safely  to  Hartford,  but  when  I  came  It  is  signed,  "  From  thine,  BAM.  Stonb.1* 

hither  God  presented  to  me  a  sad  spec-  Sprague's  Annals  of  the  American  Pulpit, 

tacle.    Mr.  Hooker  looked  like  a  dying  i.  86. 
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Hence  *  facetious  turns  were  almost  natural  to  him  in  his 
conversation  with  such  as  had  the  sense  to  comprehend  the 
subtleties  of  his  repartees." 

In  his  views  of  Church  discipline  Samuel  Stone  was  perhaps 
the  exactest  (says  Mather)  of  that  which  we  call  Congrega- 
tional. Still  he  held  very  firm  views  regarding  the  prerogative 
of  Jesus  Christ  as  King  in  His  Church.  Being  asked  once  to 
give  a  description  of  the  Congregational  Church  government, 
he  replied,  "It  is  a  speaking  aristocracy  in  the  face  of  a  silent 
democracy  "  He  published  a  Discourse  on  the  Logical  Method 
of  a  Congregational  Church  (London,  1652),  "  wherein,"  says 
Mather,  "some  thought  that,  as  a  stone  from  the  sling  of 
David,  be  mortally  wounded  the  head  of  that  Goliath,  a 
national,  political  Church."  In  his  latter  days  he  experienced 
much  trouble  from  certain  persons  within  his  own  church; 
and  his  biographer  tells  us  "  it  is  not  easy  to  comprehend,  and 
I  wish  no  such  faithful  servant  of  God  may  experience  it, 
how  much  the  spirit  of  Mr.  Stone  was  worn  by  the  continual 
dropping  of  this  contention ; — Outta  cavat  lapidem" 

The  following  lines  were  composed  by  John  Cotton,  of 
Boston,  and  sent  to  Samuel  Stone : — 

"  How  well,  dear  Brother,  art  thou  called  Stone, 
As  sometimes  Christ  did  Simon  Cephas  own  ; 
A  Stone  for  solid  firmness  fit  to  rear 
A  part  in  Zion's  wall,  and  it  upbear. 
Like  Stone  of  Bohan,  bounds  fit  to  describe 
'Twixt  church  and  church,  as  that  'twixt  tribe  and  tribe. 
Like  Samuel's  Stone,  erst  Ebenezer  hight, 
To  tell '  the  Lord  hath  helped  us '  with  His  might. 
Like  Stone  in  David's  sling,  the  head  to  wound 
Of  that  huge  giant  church  (so  far  removed) 
Hight '  the  Church  Catholic,  (Ecumenical, 
Or  at  the  lowest  compass  National/ 
Tet  Poteck,  visible,  and  of  such  a  fashion 
As  may  or  rule  a  world  or  rule  a  nation. 
(Which,  though  it  be  cried  up  unto  the  skies 
By  Philistines  and  Israelites  besides, 
Yet  seems  to  me  to  be  too  near  akin 
Unto  the  kingdom  of  the  Man  of  Sin, 
In  frame  and  state  and  constitution, 
Like  to  the  first  Beast  in  the  Revelation, 
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Which  was  as  large  as  Roman  empire  wide, 
And  ruled  Borne  and  all  the  world  beside.) 
Go  on,  good  Brother,  gird  thy  sword  with  might, 
Fight  the  Lord's  battles,  plead  the  Church's  right." 
"  To  my  Reverend  dear  Brother  Mr.  Samuel  Stone,  Teacher  of  the 
church  at  Hartford  ;  by  John  Cotton." 

Another  native  of  Hertford  who  became  a  Nonconformist 
minister  was  Thomas  Vincent.  He  was  second  son  of  John 
Vincent  (some  time  of  Lincoln's  Inn,  and  afterwards  minister  of 
Sedgfield).1  He  was  born  in  the  ancient  borough  of  Hertford 
(says  Wood)  in  the  month  of  May  1634,  was  educated  partly  in 
grammar  learning  in  Westminster  School,  and  partly  in  that 
at  Felsted,  in  Essex,  and  in  1648  became  a  student  of  Christ 
Church,  Oxford,  by  the  favour  of  the  Parliamentary  visitors 
then  and  there  sitting.  In  1654  he  proceeded  in  Arts,  and  soon 
afterwards  leaving  Oxford,  he  became  chaplain  to  Robeit,  Earl 
of  Leicester.  Though  not  in  orders  from  a  bishop,  he  was 
appointed  to  succeed  Mr.  Case  as  minister  of  St.  Mary  Magda- 
lene, in  Milk  Street,  London,  whence  he  was  ejected  for  his 
Nonconformity  in  1662.  He  was  a  worthy,  humble,  eminently 
pious  man,  of  sober  principles,  and  great  zeal  and  diligence. 
He  had  the  whole  New  Testament  and  Psalms  by  heart  He 
was  one  of  the  few  ministers  who  had  the  courage  to  continue 
in  the  city  amid  the  fury  of  the  plague  in  1665,  and  pursued 
his  ministerial  work  in  that  dangerous  season  with  all  diligence 
and  intrepidity.  He  afterwards  wrote  an  account  of  the 
plague,  entitled  Oody8  terrible  voice  in  the  City.  He  had  a 
good  report  universally,  and  carried  an  unstained  reputation 
to  his  grave.     He  died  at  Hoxton  in  October  1678.* 

All  Saints  Parish. 
In  the  registers  of  this  church  we  find  the  following: 
"1589.  John  MaJtrevers,  sometime  vicar  here,  buried  23rd 
October."  This  John  Maltrevers  was  appointed  to  All  Saints 
23rd  May,  1537,  but  was  deprived  on  the  accession  of  Elizabeth, 
when  George  Turner  was  instituted.     In  1576  Thomas  Noble, 

1  This  Mr.  John  Vincent  was  so  faar-  county.    He  died  at  Sedgfield,  Durham, 

aseedj  and  forced  to  so  many  removes  after   1684.     Bee  Brook's  Lives  of  the 

for  his  Nonconformity,  that  though  he  Puritans,  iii.  521. 

had  a  good  number  of  children,  yet  he  *  Calamy,  Account,  82 ;  Coutin^  30-84. 
never  had  two  of   them  born  in  one 
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M.A.,  is  named  as  incumbent  of  All  Saints,  and  is  described  as 
non  concionator,  "  no  preacher."  He  was  parson  here  many 
years.  In  1610  the  following  report  was  given  :  "  All  Saints. 
No  recusants.  Patron,  Sir  Stephen  Soane,  Kt.  Communicants, 
five  hundred.  Tho.  Noble,  vicar."  And  this  in  1615,  "All 
Saints,  Hertford.  .We,  the  minister  and  churchwardens  of  the 
parish  of  All  Saints,  do  certifie,  according  to  the  warnings 
given  upon  the  letters  received,  that  there  are  not  in  our 
parish  either  any  convicted  or  suspected  recusants.  Tho. 
Noble,  vicar;1  Richard  Barnet,  Wm.  Grant,  churchwardens." 

It  appears  that  the  eminent  Walter  Travers,  chaplain  to 
Lord  Burghley,  preached  at  All  Saints  for  some  time,  during 
Thomas  Noble's  life,  for  in  the  Acta  of  the  Archdeaconiy 
there  is  an  entry,  "  1610.  Mr.  Travers,  of  All  Saints,  Hertford  ; 
enquire  by  what  authority  he  preaches  and  teaches." 

Thos.  Noble  was  here  for  many  years ;  indeed,  till  his  death  in 
1630 ;  he  is  named  repeatedly  in  a  return  of  1621.  We  may 
fancy  the  state  of  the  parish  during  his  life,  and  the  amount 
of  instruction  given  in  the  church,  recollecting  that  he  was 
not  a  preacher.  So  great  was  the  destitution  in  religious 
matters  that — 

"All  good  men  lamenting  a  maintenance  for  a  learned  and  godly 
ministry  all  over  England,  especially  in  great  towns,  it  was  about  the 
year  1626  agreed  among  certain  worthy  religious  persons  to  raise  a 
common  stock  for  buying  of  such  impropriations  as  were  remaining  in  the 
hands  of  the  laity,  for  which  end  they  chose  twelve  trustees, — clergymen, 
citizens,  and  lawyers, — enabling  them  to  reoeive  and  expend  such  moneys 
as  should  be  brought  in :— Dr.  William  Gouge,  Dr.  Richard  Jebbs,  1631, 
Mr.  Charles  Ofspring,  Mr.  John  Davenport,  1631,  divines.  Robert 
Eyre  of  Lincoln's  Inn,  Samuel  Brown  of  Lincoln's  Inn,  Christopher 
Sherland  of  Grey's  Inn,  John  White  of  the  Middle  Temple,  lawyers. 
John  Geering,  Rich.  Davis,  Geo.  Harwood,  Fra.  Bridges,  citizens.  Row- 
land Heylin,  Alderman  of  London,  was  added  to  them,  being  treasurer 
of  the  company ;  and  some  say  Sir  Nicholas  Rain  ton  was  also  added  to 
them.    William  Lemon  and  Tho.  Foxley  were  clerks.    Mr.  Christopher 

1  These  are  among  the  documents  of  4th    August.      1590,    December   80th. 

the  Archdeaconry  of  Hunts,  at  Hitchin.  Baptised  John,  son  of  Th.  Noble,  clerk. 

In  the  All  Saints  Registers  we  find :  1688,  September  15th.  Buried  Elizabeth, 

tt  1582,    1st   October.     Baptized   Alice,  daughter  of  Th.  Noble  :  October  11th, 

daughter  of  Thos.  Noble.     1586,  18th  buried  William,  son  of  Th.  Noble,  clerk. 

July.    Baptized  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  1630,    February   7th.    Buried   Thomas 

Th.  Noble.    1688.  William,  son  of  Th.  Nobell,  Yicar." 
Noble,  clerk,  born  80th  July,  baptized 
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Sherland  dying  about  Hilary  Term  last,  Dr.  Thomas  Crew  was  chosen  in 
his  place.  Many  impropriations  were  bought  in  by  them,  especially  in 
market  towns." ' 

"  Mr.  Peter  Heylyn  preaching  the  Act  sermon  at  St  Mary's, 
Oxford,  July  11th,  1632,  represented  this  as  a  most  dangerous 
design  to  the  Church,  and  upon  this  design  he  made  divers 
observations,  a  copy  whereof  he  delivered  to  Mr.  William  Noy, 
the  Attorney-General.  About  that  time  the  feoffees  were 
brought  into  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  and  on  the  13th  of 
February  in  the  said  year,  1632,  the  feoffment  was  damned, 
and  the  impropriations  they  had  bought  in,  and  the  money 
they  had  in  bank  confiscated  to  the  King's  use ;  and  the  merit 
of  the  case  referred  to  a  further  censure.  Moreover,  the  King 
directed  that  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  the  lord  keeper, 
and  the  bishops  should  consider  whether  criminal  process 
should  not  be  made  against  the  said  feoffees,  and  if  so,  whether 
in  the  Court  of  Exchequer  or  in  the  Star  Chamber !  This  was 
a  design  so  pious  in  itself,  and  so  directly  tending  to  the 
support  and  increase  of  a  learned,  godly  ministry,  and  the 
propagation  of  the  Gospel,  that  most  men  admired  or  com- 
mended it,  and  the  overthrow  of  it  made  such  a  discovery  of 
Laud  and  his  followers'  purposes,  that  it  raised  them  up  many 
adversaries."51 

The  church  of  All  Saints  in  Hertford  was  one  of  the  first 
purchased  in  carrying  out  this  design.  In  the  House  of 
Lords  Calendar,  under  date  June  4th,  1626,  is  named  a  "  Deed 
of  conveyancing  of  the  rectory  of  All  Hallows,  Hertford,  by 
Sir  William  Soane,  Knight,  to  William  Gouge  and  others."* 
Rowland  Heylin,  Alderman  of  London,  was  treasurer  to  the 
company,  and,  upon  the  death  of  Thomas  Noble,  they  appointed 
John  Archer,  M. A.,  to  be  minister  of  this  church.  But  through 
Laud's  influence  this  living,  in  common  with  others  which 
had  been  bought,  was  confiscated  to  the  Crown.  Archer  was 
suspended  soon  afterwards  and  had  to  flee  the  country  In 
1632,  October  11th,  the  Acta  of  the  Archdeaconry  name  John 
Mille  as  appointed  to  this  church,  and  as  willingly  signing 
the  three  articles.      In  1636  Thomas  Edwards  appears  as 

»  Morrioe  MSS.,  Dr.  Williams'  Lib.  '  Hint.  MSS.  Commission,  4th  Report, 

*  Morrioe  MSS.  G.  Kbl,  Dr.  Williams'      p.  12. 
lib. 
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"curate"  here.  This  was  the  notorious  author  of  the  Qangrcena.1 
July  13th,  1638,  Sir  John  Lambe  wrote  to  Laud  stating  that 
Mr.  Archer  of  All  Saints,  Hertford,  stands  suspended,  having 
been  absent  over  a  year,  and  not  likely  to  return,  and  that  the 
church  is  at  an  ill  stay  the  while.  He  therefore  begs  Laud  to 
collate  per  ces&ionem,  and  thinks  that  if  a  discreet  man  be 
chosen  the  parishioners  will  freely  contribute.2  At  Laud's 
suggestion  the  King  instituted  Humphrey  Tabor,  rector  of 
Lothbury,  London,  to  the  vicarage  of  All  Saints  on  March 
6th,  1638-9.  His  character  is  evident  from  a  minute8  dated 
1642-3,  March  23rd:— 

"  Whereas  Humphry  Tabor,  vicar  of  A 11  Saints,  in  Hertford,  with  St. 
John  Evangelist,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  is  commonly  non-resident  on 
his  said  vicarage,  and  preached  not  two  sermons  there  between  August 
1641  and  December  last  (1642),  and  hath  told  them  he  would  put  them 
to  a  dry  nurse,  expressing  his  meaning  to  be  that  he  would  put  one  over 
them  who  should  preach  but  once  or  twice  a  year,  we  do  ordain  that  Sir 
John  Harrison,  Kt.,  Gabriel  Barber,  Humphry  Packer,  William  Heath, 
William  Steward,  Henry  Pett,  Henry  Browne,  William  Rogers,  William 
Brian,  shall  sequester,  etc.,  unto  Francis  Pecke,  M.  A.,  a  godly,  learned, 
and  orthodox  divine." 


1  Thomas  Edwards  was  educated  at 
Trinity  College,  Cambridge ;  he  exercised 
his  ministry  chiefly  as  a  lecturer  at  Hert- 
ford and  at  several  places  about  London, 
and  was  sometimes  brought  into  trouble. 
See  his  Gangrfcna,  Part  III.,  Preface, 
14-16,  where  he  says  : — "  Many  years  ago, 
when  I  was  persecuted  by  some  prelates 
(as  the  best  of  the  Independents  well 
know),  I  preached  against  the  Brownists, 
Separatists.  .  .  .  There  are  many  who 
were  my  auditors  in  those  times  can  and 
will  witness  what  I  have  preached  at 
London  and  Habtford  against  those 
errors ;  when  I  have  in  the  same  places 
preached  such  sermons  against  the  pre- 
vailing innovations  of  the  prelates,  that 
many  thought  I  should  never  have 
preached  again.  And  indeed  I  was 
not  without  manifold  sufferings  and 
troubles,  being  put  out  of  places,  stopped 
from  coming  into  others,  and  at  last 
letters  missive  with  an  attachment  sent 
out  to  bring  me  into  the  High  Commis- 
sion Court.  .  .  .  At  Habtford  about  ten 
years  ago,  when  Independency  and  the 
Church  began  to  be  fallen  to  by  some 
men  of  note  and  some  people  to  look 
after  it,  I  preached  against  it -early,  and 
by  all  means  laboured  to  preserve  the 
people."    In  a  Ship  Money  Return  for 


1686  he  is  named  thus  in  a  list  of  places 
and  clergy  :  "  Hertford,  £55,  Mr.  Danes  : 
Brickenden,  £17  5*.,  Mr.  Edwards.  * 
S.P.O.  Domestic ;  Chas.  I.,  vol.  351.  In 
the  All  Saints  register  occurs  this 
entry :  u  1686.  John  Edwards,  son  of 
Thomas  Edwards,  curate,  was  baptized 
March  6th."  Thomas  Edwards,  the 
father,  died  August  24th,  1647;  aged  forty- 
seven,  in  Holland.  By  his  wife,  who  was 
heiress  of  a  considerable  fortune,  he  left 
one  daughter  and  four  sons,  the  second 
of  whom  was  this  John,  born  at  Hert- 
ford February  26th,  1636-7,  and  baptized 
at  All  Saints  March  6th.  In  1658  John 
Edwards  entered  St.  John's,  Cambridge, 
under  Dr.  Ant.  Tuckney,  a  Presbyterian 
divine.  Sir  Bob.  Carr  took  him  to  Bug- 
den,  presented  him  to  Dr.  Sanderson, 
Bishop  of  Lincoln,  who  ordained  him 

Treacher  in  1664  in  Trinity  Church, 
ambridge.  He  retired,  however,  and 
gave  himself  to  writing.  He  had  great 
zeal  for  Calvinistic  doctrine,  and,  like 
the  old  Puritans,  held  the  close  connec- 
tion between  Arminianism  and  Popery. 
He  died  in  1716. 

*  a  P.  0.,  Charles  I.,  vol.  895,  No.  48. 

3  Lords  Journals,  v.  668.  A  like  ordi- 
nance occurs  in  the  Commons  Journals. 
iii.  8,  March  16th,  1642-8. 
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How  long  Francis  Pecke  remained  we  have  not  ascertained, 
but  in  1650  he  was  no  longer  there.  The  Commissioners,  or 
rather  the  jurors  appointed  by  the  Commissioners  of  1650, 
report  as  follows : — 

"  Henry  Gardiner,  Esq.,  and  John  Barber,  mayor,  do  present  that  Hie 
state  of  the  church  of  All  Saints,  in  Hertford,  with  St.  John's  annexed, 
to  be  as  followeth  :— Mr.  Gabriel  Barber,  purchasing  the  parsonage  and 
great  tithes  of  the  church  of  All  Saints,  in  Hertford,  did  convey  the  same 
to  the  feoffees  for  impropriation  towards  the  maintenance  of  a  godly  and 
able  minister  for  that  cure,  with  a  condition  that  if  they  should  be  hin- 
dered from  settling  such  a  minister  there,  that  then  the  said  tithes  and 
parsonage  should  return  to  the  said  Gabriel  and  his  heirs.  By  a  decree 
in  the  Exchequer  the  feoffments  to  the  said  feoffees  were  adjudged  to 
the  King,  by  virtue  whereof  he  presented  a  clerke  to  the  said  church  of 
All  Saints.  And  the  said  king  and  Sir  John  Harrison,  patron  of  the 
church  of  St.  John's,  in  Hertford,  aforesaid,  agree  to  unite  the  said 
church  of  St.  John's  to  the  said  church  of  All  Saints,  and  the  said  Sir 
John  grants  the  great  tythes  of  St.  John's  to  the  churches  united,  with 
a  condition  to  have  the  presentation  of  his  clerke  alternately  with  the 
King ;  and  in  case  he  were  hindered  to  present  in  his  course,  then  the 
said  tythes  to  revert  to  him  again.  By  an  order  of  the  House  of  Lords 
this  last  Parliament,  the  said  decree  in  the  Exchequer  was  cancelled, 
whereby  the  heire  of  the  said  Mr.  Barber,  by  reason  of  the  obstruction 
against  the  said  feoffees,  layes  claim  to  the  said  tythes  and  patronage  of 
the  said  church  of  All  Saints,  and  thereby  will  avoid  Sir  John  Harrison's 
presentment  in  turn,  and  make  the  union  invalid,  and  by  that  means 
St.  John's  tythes  will  revert  to  him  again,  and  nothing  be  left  for  the 
maintenance  of  a  minister  but  the  vicarage  tythes  of  the  said  two  charges, 
which  do  amount  to  £18.  The  great  tythes  conferred  as  above  to  the 
church  of  All  Saints  by  Mr.  Barber  and  Sir  John  Harrington  amount  to 
£40.  There  is  a  gift  of  £4  per  arm,  given  by  the  will  of  Roger  Daniel, 
citizen  of  London,  for  the  preaching  of  twelve  sermons  yearly  upon  the 
first  Thursday  in  every  month,  duly  paid.  Mr.  Humphrey  Tabor  is 
parson  of  the  Baid  churches  so  united  by  gift  of  the  late  king,  and  stands 
sequestered ;  and  by  order  of  Parliament,  one  Benjamin  Bourne  was 
lately  appointed  to  officiate  here,  who  hath  deserted  the  cure,  and  the 
church  is  now  destitute.    George  Herrie,  John  Conell." ' 

The  next  minister  at  All  Saints,  of  whom  we  find  any 
mention,  was  a  very  noted  man,  namely  Christopher  Feake. 
He  was  first  a  minister  in  the  Establishment,  and  episcopally 
ordained ;  but  he  afterwards  joined  the  brethren  of  the  separa- 
tion, espoused  the  sentiments  of  the  Anabaptists,  became  a  fifth- 
monarchy  man,  and  was  exceedingly  zealous. 

>  Lambeth  MSS.,  Survey,  1650. 
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"  This  Master  Feake,"  writes  Edwards,  "  within  this  twelve  months  was 
a  preacher  in  London,  and  hath  preached  many  strange  and  odd  things  at 
Peter's,  in  Cornhill,  besides  Wool  Church  and  other  places,  such  as  for 
separation  from  our  assemblies,  expressing  many  heterodox  things  about 
mixed  Communion  at  the  Lord's  Supper,  against  maintaining  ministers 
by  tithes.  And  in  sermons  and  prayers  he  hath  many  flings  at  the 
Assembly  ;  but  now  is  preacher  in  the  town  of  Hartford  (the  shire  town), 
and  at  the  greatest  parish  and  church  of  that  town,  viz.,  All  Saints ; 
being  put  into  a  sequestrated  living  by  the  power  of  some  of  the  Inde- 
pendent party  of  that  town,  without  the  approbation  of  the  Assembly, 
having  never  been  with  the  Assembly,  according  to  the  order  of  the  Hon. 
House  of  Commons,  nor  with  the  Committee  of  Plundered  Ministers 
neither  (as  I  believe),  who  use  to  send  those  who  come  to  them  for 
sequestrated  livings  to  the  Assembly,  before  they  grant  them  power  and 
interest  in  such  places.  As  for  his  carriage  at  Hartford,  where  he  hath 
preached  since  last  January  (1646),  it  hath  been  as  follows  : — His  preach- 
ing and  praying  shows  him  no  friend  to  the  Assembly  nor  to  the 
Directory  ;  he  hath  never  used  the  Lord's  Prayer  since  he  came  thither, 
but  hath  preached  against  the  use  of  it  as  a  prayer.  Tis  observed  of 
him  by  understanding  men,  his  auditors,  that  they  never  heard  him 
appoint  or  sing  a  psalm,  he  reads  but  one  chapter,  or  a  piece  of  a  chapter : 
he  hath  not  baptized  any  since  his  coming.  One  of  the  committee,  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  put  up  some  articles  against  him  at  the  Assizes  at 
Hartford  to  both  Judges  then  on  the  Bench.  The  first  was  this :  '  That 
Christ  would  destroy  not  only  unlawful  government  but  lawful,  not 
only  the  abuse  but  the  use  of  it ;  and  as  He  had  begun  to  destroy  it  in 
England,  so  would  He  by  raising  combustions  in  the  bowels  of  France 
and  Spain  ;  and  that  He  would  destroy  aristocracy  in  Holland  for  tolerat- 
ing Arminianism.'  When  he  denied  these  words,  one  being  present  and 
asked,  affirmed  him  to  have  preached  thus ;  and  there  are  four  others, 
understanding  men  and  of  good  worth,  will  testify  the  same.  Then 
Master  Feake  explained  himself  before  the  judges,  'that  there  was  in 
Monarchy  and  Aristocracy  an  enmity  against  Christ  which  He  would 
destroy ' ;  and  as  he  was  speaking,  some  turbulent  fellows  and  sectaries 
clambered  up  by  the  Bench,  and  cried  out,  *  My  lord !  my  lord !  Mr.  Pr. 
[Packer  ?]  doth  it  in  malice ;  we  will  maintain  our  minister  with  our 
blood  ' ;  whereupon  the  judge  threw  away  the  paper,  and  said  he  would 
hear  no  more  of  it,  though  he  had  before  commanded  Master  Eldred  to 
read  openly  all  those  heterodoxies.  The  Lord's  Day  following,  Master 
Feake  in  the  pulpit  endeavoured  to  answer  all  the  articles  put  up  against 
him  to  the  judges  in  a  great  auditory.  Many  other  things  I  have  heard 
of  him  since  his  coming  to  Hartford  ;  but  what  I  here  set  down  of  him, 
besides  the  relation  I  have  had  by  word  of  mouth  of  persons  of  worth, 
'tis  given  me  under  hand  in  writing,  and  that  with  this  seal  set  to  it, 
'  What  I  have  written  I  will  justify,  and  much  more  when  I  am  called 
to  it.'"* 

»  Edwards's  Gangnma,  Part  in.,  81, 147, 148. 
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Thomas  Edwards  says  further,  "There  are  four  famous 
preachers  in  Hartfordshire  (as  I  have  it  from  sure  hands),  one 
Heath,  the  collar-maker  of  Watton,  one  Rice,  the  tinker  of 
Aston,  one  Field,  the  bodies-maker  of  Hartford,  one  Crew, 
the  tailor  of  Stevenage ;  and  besides  these  there  are  some  other 
preachers  who  sometime  were  ministers  in  the  Church  of 
England,  but  now  great  Sectaries,  as  Master  Feake  at  All 
Saints  church,  in  Hartford,  one  Master  Harrison,  about  St. 
Albans  side,  and  some  others,  of  whose  strange  preachings, 
practices,  of  the  complaint  to  the  judges  at  the  Assize  of 
Master  Feake,  I  shall  hereafter  give  the  reader  an  account" 

Feake  afterwards  became  minister  of  Christ  Church,  London, 
and  one  of  the  lecturers  at  Blackfriars.  He  is  denominated  a 
bold  and  crafty  orator,  of  high  reputation  among  the  Anabap- 
tists. He  called  Oliver  Cromwell  "  the  man  of  sin,  the  old 
dragon,"  and  committing  what  was  considered  a  breach  of  the 
peace,  he  was  imprisoned  at  Windsor  in  1653.  He  published 
a  letter  entitled  "The  New  Nonconformist,  or  the  Voice  of  a 
careful  Shepherd  from  his  Watch-tower  at  Windsor  Castle, 
unto  his  little  flock  at  Warwick  Lane,  London."  In  this  he 
says:  "I  am  still  a  Nonconformist  to  the  world,  and  the 
world-like  Church.  From  my  watch-tower  in  this  house  of 
bondage,  called  Windsor  Castle,  this  28th  of  the  sixth  month, 
1654,  Christopher  Feake."  He  wrote  an  epistle  to  a  work  of 
John  Canne,1  a  well-known  fifth-monarchy  man. 

In  1654,  upon  Christopher  Feake's  imprisonment,  Joseph 
Church  was  made  minister  of  All  Saints.    The  baptisms  of 

>  See  Hanbury,  History  of  the  Inde~  to  his  imperishable  work  he  pleads  that 

pendents,  iii.  477.    Brook*  Lives  of  the  the  Scriptures  are  their  own  best  in- 

Puritans,  iii.  909.    John  Canne  had  been  terpreter,  that  they  should  be  translated 

episcopally   ordained,    bat    became     a  "as  much  as  possible,  even  word  for 

Brownist,  and  was  pastor  of  the  church  word,"  apart  from  "  private  interpreta- 

in   Deadman's   Place,  London.     Being  tions  and  bold  glosses.     This  "  Scripture 

compelled  to  leave  the  country  he  went  work  "  took  him  more  than  thirty-seven 

to  Holland,  and  was  pastor  of  the  English  years  (Hanbury,  Memorials  of  the  Jnde- 

church  in  Amsterdam  in  1682  and  fol-  pendents,    iii.    514).      He    also   wrote 

lowing  years,  till  his  return  to  England  against  Tithes.    He,  like  Feake,  was  im- 

in  1640,  when  he  formed  the  Broadmead  prisoned  for  a  time,  but  soon  discharged, 

church  at  Bristol.    Returning  to  Amster-  .There  is  a  long  account  of  him  in  Brook, 

dam  he  prosecuted  his  great  work— his  Lives  of  the  Puritans,  iii.  832-341.   Crom- 

collection  of  marginal  references  to  the  well,  says  W.  Wilson  (Hist,  of  Diss. 

Bible.    Kennet  says  {Register ',  744)  that  Churches,  iv.  135),  never  interfered  with 

Canne  cut  out  of  his  Bible  the  contents  the  Fifth-Monarchy  Men  till  they  had 

of  the  chapters  and  titles  of  the  leaves,  committed   a   distinct    breach   of   the 

reserving  the  bare  text.    In  this  Canne  peace, 
was  only  before  his  time.    In  the  preface 
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four  children  of  his  appear  in  the  register.1  He  remained  here 
till  1660,  when  he  removed  to  St.  Catherine's,  Coleman  Street, 
London.  He  is  described  as  a  worthy  man  of  good  substance 
till  the  Fire  of  London  consumed  it.  In  1662  he  refused  to 
conform,  and  resigned  his  living.2 

In  1660  Humphry  Tabor  was  reinstated,  but  died  in  1662, 
when  Ralph  Battell,  Conformist,  came.  The  following  is  a 
list  of  the  vicars,  1537—1662  :— 


1537.  John  Maltrevere. 
1560.  George  Turner. 
1580.  Thomas  Noble,  M.A. 

Walter  Travers,  preacher. 
1630.  John  Archer,  M.A. 
1632.  John  Mille. 
1636.  Thomas  Edwards,  curate. 


1639.  Humphrey  Tabor. 
1643.  Francis  Pecke,  M.A.  C 

1650.  Benjamin  Bourne.     \  Common- 

1651.  Christopher  Feake.  \     wealth. 
1654.  Joseph  Church.         v. 

1660.  Humphrey  Tabor,  restored. 
1662.  Ralph  Battell. 


As  to  the  chnrch  of  St.  John,  Chauncy  says,  "Thomas 
Willis  rebuilt  the  church  belonging  to  the  Priory  in  1629,  and 
dedicated  it  to  St.  John  Baptist,  from  which  saint  this  parish 
was  denominated ;  afterwards  he  sold  it  to  Sir  John  Harrison, 
Kt,  in  1638,  who  united  it  with  All  Saints  to  advance  the 
livelihood  and  maintenance  of  the  vicar.  This  church  was 
lately  demolished  by  order  of  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln."8  In  the 
transcripts  sent  to  the  Archdeacon  it  appears  that  S.  Heron 
was  minister  of  St.  John's  in   1620,  W.  Springham  and  Th. 


»  "  1654.  Thomas,  the  son  of  Joseph 
Church,  minister,  and  Anne,  his  wife, 
born  17th  January,  and  baptized  26th 
January.  1655,  December  10th,  John, 
son  of  Joseph  Church,  clerk,  and  Anne, 
his  wife,  born,  baptized  the  28rd  follow- 
ing. 1 656,  December  21  et,  Henry,  son  of 
Joseph  Church,  clerke,  and  Anne,  his 
wife,  born,  and  baptized  January  1st. 
1657,  Januarv  31st,  George,  son  of  Joseph 
Church,  clerke,  and  Anne,  his  wife,  born, 
and  baptized  February  3rd."  We  also 
have  the  following:  "1655.  Sarah, 
daughter  of  John  Edwards,  and  Eliza- 
beth his  wife,  born  August  24th.  1655, 
February  16th,  Joshua,  son  of  Dr. 
Richard  Naylor,  born.  1655,  October 
1st,  Thomas  Powell  and  Ann  Rogers 
married."  We  have  also  the  following  : 
"November  4th,  1656.  Whereas  these 
trustees  the  11th  October,  1655,  ordered 
Mr.  Francis  Church  to  pay  Mr.  Joskph 
Church,  minister  of  Allkallowt,  in  Hert- 
ford (approved  according  to  the  ordi- 
nance for  approbation  of  publique  preach- 
ers), the  yearly  sum  of  x24  18*.  Oct.,  it  is 


ordered  in  pursuance  of  an  order  of  the 
Committee  for  Reformation  of  the  Uni- 
versities of  May  7th,  1651,  that  the  further 
yearly  sum  of  £25  Is.  Od.  be  added  to 
make  the  sum  up  to  £50,  and  that  the 
same  be  paid  to  the  said  Mr.  Church  for 
such  time  as  he  shall  discharge  the  duty 
of  the  minister  of  the  said  place,  or  until 
further  order  of  these  trustees." — Lam- 
beth MSS.,  Augmentations,  972. 

8  Calamy,  Account,  p.  38 ;  Cvntin.,  57. 
"Nat.  Walker,  CI.,  3rd  October,  1662, 
per  inconf.  uUimi  Eectoris"  Newcourt, 
Repertonum,  vol.  i.,  p.  813.  Mr.  Papillon 
and  his  lady  were  ajreat  friends  to  Mr. 
Church  after  his  losses.  He  was  in 
straits,  had  many  children,  and  very 
little  to  subsist  on.  He  had  considerable 
offers  if  he  would  have  conformed,  but 
rather  chose  to  remain  a  poor  Noncon- 
formist than  hazard  the  peace  of  his 
conscience.  He  published  The  Christian's 
Daily  Monitor,  etc^  for  the  benefit  of 
young  persons ;  8vo.,  1669. 

3  Chauncy,  i,  p.  506. 

34 
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North,  churchwardens.  He  signs  again,  "  S.  Heron,  minister," 
down  to  1638.  In  1639  John  Pegrem  and  Geo.  Parker,  church- 
wardens, sign  the  return,  and  in  1640  "  Umphrie  Taber,  vicker," 
signs. 

St.  Andrew's  Parish. 

As  to  the  parish  and  church  of  St.  Andrew,  a  survey  of 
1621  says,  "Within  the  said  town  of  Hertford  there  is  at  this 
day  but  one  church,  which  is  called  St.  Andrew  Church,  and 
it  is  presentative,  and  hath  been  presented  unto  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster;  but  there  have  been  two  other 
churches  within  the  said  town  called  St.  Maries,  the  minor,  the 
other  St.  Nicholas,  both  of  them  long  sithence  demolished. 
The  name  of  the  now  incumbent  of  the  said  St  Andrewe's 
Church  is  Thomas  Fielde,  aged  about  sixty  years,  and  his 
benefice  of  St.  Andrewes  is  now  worth  by  the  year  £33  13s.  4d., 
or  thereabouts."1  In  1576  Thomas  Field  was  already  vicar 
of  St.  Andrew's  and  St.  Nicholas,  and  he  signs  down  to  his 
death.  He  was  buried  at  St.  Andrew's,  14th  August,  1623. 
On  1614,  March  29th,  he  reports,  " St.  Andrews,  Hertford. 
Communicants,  260 ;  recusants,  none.  Thomas  Field,  rector," 
In  1623  William  Buckley  signs  as  "  clarke,"  George  Gouge 
and  John  Smythe,  churchwardens.  In  1626  George  Gipps 
signs  as  minister.8  In  1633  Philip  Goodwin,  who  afterwards 
came  to  Watford,  signs  as  "  curate."  In  1634  Edward  Baynes, 
rector,  signs  the  register,8  and  he  was  also  parson  of  Herting- 
fordbury.  In  1636  John  Benson  signs  as  "  curate."  Baynes 
was  sequestered  in  1643,  and  his  wife  received  her  iifths. 
The  registers  show  that  he  was  here  from  1636  to  1641,  each 
page  being  signed  Edward  Baynes,  rector.  By  an  order  of 
the  Star  Chamber,  dated  4th  May,  1638,  Edward  Ferrers,  owner 
of  mills  at  Hertford,  was  ordered  to  pay  tithes  to  Edward 
Baynes,  B.D.,  parson  of  St.  Andrew's.4    He  was  succeeded  first 

i  Cussans,  Hundred  of  Hertford,  Ap-  minister,    baptized   28rd    June.       1638. 

pendix.                          _^^  Guicciardine,  son  of  Edward  and  Ann 

1  "1626,  July  26th,  IKabeth  Gippes,  Baynes,  baptized  24th  June.     1639,  No- 

daaghter  of  Geo.  Gipps,  baptized.  1680,  vember  24th,  Anne,  daughter  of  Edward 

June  2nd,  Deborah  Gibes,  daughter  of  and  Anne  Baynes,  baptized.    1641,  Feb- 

Mr.  Geo.  Gibes,   baptized.     1682,   Sep-  ruary  16th,  Mary,  daughter  of  Edward 

tember  11th,  George  Gippes,  son  of  Mr.  and  Ann  Baynes,  baptized." 

,  minister,  baptized."  *  8.  P.  O.,  Charles  I.f  Domestic,  toL 


*  li  16.96.  Edward,  son  of  Edw.  Baynes,      889,  No.  47. 
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by  William  Bull,1  who  was  here  only  for  two  years,  and  then 
in  1646  by  Clement  Rate,  as  appears  from  the  following 
extracts : — 

"  7th  April,  1646.3  The  petition  of  the  parishioners  of  St. 
Andrew's,  Herts,  was  read.  Ordered  that  Lord  Grey,  of  Wark, 
and  Mr.  Speaker  do  appoint  Clement  Rate8  rector  of  the 
church  of  St.  Andrew's,  in  the  town  of  Hertford,  to  have  and 
enjoy  the  said  rectory."  He  also  was  only  a  short  time  here, 
for  in  1650  "Gabriel  Harding  and  Samuel  Goodwell  presented 
that  Mr.  Jeremy  Burwell  is  parson  of  St.  Andrew's,  in  Hert- 
ford, worth  £75."  The  register  gives:  "1651,  March  5th, 
Rebecca,  ye  daughter  of  Mr.  Jeremy  Burwell,  then  minister  of 
this  parish,  was  baptized.''  And  in  1654,  "Rebeckah  Burwell, 
daughter  of  Mr.  Jerera.  Burwell,  was  buried  November  7th." 
He  remained  here  till  1660,  when  he  was  ejected.  It  appears 
from  the  following  that  Jeremiah  Burwell  was  given  an  aug- 
mentation of  £50  per  ann.  in  1-659.  The  mention  of  All  Saints' 
is  apparently  a  mistake  for  St.  Andrew's  : — 

"  December  9th,  1659.  Whereas  ye  vicarage  of  ye  parish  church  of 
All  Saints',  in  the  towne  of  Hertford,  in  ye  connty  of  Hertford,  exceedeth 
not  ye  yearely  value  of  £18.  In  pursuance  of  an  order  of  ye  Committee 
for  Plundered  Ministers  in  that  behalfe,  it  is  ordered  that  ye  yearely 
summe  of  £50  be  continued  to  and  for  increase  of  ye  maintenance  of  ye 
minister  for  ye  time  being  of  the  said  parish  church  being  duely  approved 
of  and  by  ye  said  Committee  is  directed,  and  that  the  same  be  paid  to 
Mr.  Jeremiah  Burwell,  present  minister  there,  of  whose  godly  conversation, 
ability,  and  fitness  for  ye  said  place  the  trustees  have  received  good  testi- 
mony ;  to  hold  to  the  said  Jeremiah  Burwell  from  ye  29th  day  of  Septem- 
ber last  for  such  time  as  he  shall  diligently  discharge  ye  duty  of  minister 
of  ye  said  place,  or  further  order,  and  to  be  paid  unto  him  out  of  the 
particulars  following,— viz.,  the  yearly  summe  of  £14  out  of  ye  rents  and 
profitts  of  ye  tithes  of  Caldecott,  ye  further  yearly  summe  of  £6  13s.  out 
of  the  rents  and  profitts  of  ye  tithes  of  Quarrington,  the  further  yearly 
summe  of  four  pounds  out  of  the  rents  and  profitts  of  Brickhill,  ye  further 
yearly  summe  of  £16  19a.  out  of  the  rents  and  profitts  of  the  tithes  of 
Kirg*s  Langley,  and  ye  further  yearly  summe  of  £9  fex.  out  of  the  rents 
and  profitts  of  ye  tithes  of  Ashwell,  in  ye  county  of  Hertford,  and 
amounting  in  ye  whole  to  ye  yearly  summe  of  £50.  And  that  Mr.  Francis 
Church,  receiver,  doe  pay  the  same  accordingly.  Jo.  Thorowgood,  Wm. 
Steele,  Jo.  Pocock,  Bi.  Tong,  Wm.  Skynner."4 

>  Clntterbuck,  ii.  169.  eon  of   Mr.   Clement  Raye,   was  bap- 

*  Commons  Journal*,  iv.  602.  tized." 

•'•1646,     February    28th,    Clement,  *  Lambeth  M8S.,  987. 
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Calamy  says  of  him,  "  He  was  a  good  preacher,  and  of  signal 
piety.  He  was  born  in  1 624,  and  died  at  Codicote,  near  Wei  wyn, 
at  the  age  of  forty-four,  on  the  11th  of  February,  1667-8,  at 
the  house  of  Alderman  Qeorge  Poyner.  He  was  buried  in  the 
chapel  belonging  to  Sissevernes  Manor,  in  Codicote  Church. 
He  left  behind  him  the  character  of  a  holy,  heavenly,  humble, 
moderate,  friendly,  communicative  man."1  The  following  in- 
scription is  on  his  grave :  "  Here  lieth  Jeremiah  Burwell,  late 
minister  of  St.  Andrew's,  Hertford,  who  departed  this  life 
February  11th,  anno  1668,  cstatis  8Ufle*44"  (Chauncy).  He 
was  succeeded  in  St  Andrew's  by  Thomas  Ashton  on  Decem- 
ber 20th,  1660.2 

The  following  is  the  list  of  vicars,  1576—1662  :— 

1576.  Thomas  Field.  1636.  John  Benson,  curate. 

1698.  Thomas  Field.  1643.  William  BulL  ) 

1623.  William  Buckley.  1646.  Clement  Raye.        '  Common- 


1626.  George  Gipps.  1650.  Jeremiah  Burwell.  )      wealth- 

1633.  Philip  Goodwin,  curate.  1660.  Thomas  Ashton. 

1634.  Edward  Baynes. 

The  Quakers  suffered  greatly  in  Hertford  in  the  years  1660-2. 
We  find  them  in  Hertford  with  the  Baptists  early.  Thus 
Thomas  Bevis  registers  his  children  not  as  baptised,  but  simply 
"  born"  in  1647, '49, '52.  Sixteen  Friends  were  seized  on  the  13th 
January,  1659-60,  at  their  meeting  in  Baldock,  and  brought  to 
Hertford,  where  they  were  permitted  to  have  lodging,  but 
about  midnight  were  taken  out  of  their  beds,  and  by  warrant 
from  two  justices  committed  to  the  county  jail  for  refusing  to 
swear.  Three  days  after,  John  Bresbon,  John  Beynolds,  John 
Blindell,  John  Siggens,  John  Woolmer,  Edward  Welch,  Samuel 
Trahern,  George  Scott,  and  Ralph  Smart,  were  taken  out  of 
their  meeting  at  Hertford,  and  for  refusing  the  oath  sent  to 
prison.  About  the  same  time  William  Nash,  passing  through 
Hertford,  and  visiting  his  friends  in  prison  there,  was  ensnared 
with  the  oath  and  detained.  In  short,  the  number  of  those 
who  were  taken  out  of  their  religious  meetings  and  committed 
to  jail  in  this  month  only  was  ninety-four  persons.8     Thomas 

1  Calamy,  Account,  861 ;  CotUin.,  630.  December,     1660."— Kennet's    Register, 

*  ' '  ThomaB  Asheton  clericus  admits,  ad  324. 

red.  S.  Andrea  in  villa  Uartf.  ad  pre*.  3  Joseph    Bease,    Sufferings    of    the 

J),  regis  ratione  Ducatus  Lancastr*  20th  Quakers,  L  242. 
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Harris  and  John  Winchester  died  prisoners.  At  the  Quarter 
Sessions  at  Hertford  in  October  1662,  John  King,  Richard 
Thomas,  Abraham  Rutt,  and  Henry  Sweeting  appeared  to 
answer  a  process  against  them  for  absence  from  the  national 
worship,  when  one  of  the  justices,  a  councillor,  made  an 
invective  speech  against  the  Quakers  and  their  meetings  as 
dangerous  and  formidable.  Sentence  was  passed  upon  them 
that  their  lands,  tenements,  goods,  and  chattels  were  forfeited 
to  the  King.  This  order  was  prevented,  but  they  were  not 
released  till  after  thirty-one  weeks'  confinement.  In  1664, 
August  12th,  nine  persons,  namely,  Nicholas  Lucas,  Henry 
Feast,  Henry  Marshall,  Francis  Prior,  Jeremy  Heme,  Thomas 
Wood,  John  Blendall,  and  Samuel  Traherne  were  tried,  and 
seven  of  them  were  sentenced  by  the  judge  (Orlando  Bridge- 
man)  to  transportation  for  seven  years. 

14 The  indictment  against  the  nine  was  for  'being  at  an  unlawful  meeting 
under  colour  and  pretence  of  religion,1  and  the  evidence  of  witnesses,  who 
agreed  that  '  they  were  met  together  above  the  number  of  five,  and  that 
they  heard  them  say  nor  speak  no  words,  nor  saw  them  do  anything  at 
their  meeting  but  sit  still/  The  grand  jury  brought  in  an  ignoramus 
rejecting  the  bill ;  but  Judge  Bridgeman,  standing  up,  asked  them  angrily, 
'  Masters,  what  do  you  mean  ?  Will  you  make  a  nose  of  wax  of  the 
law ! '  and,  threatening  them,  sent  them  forth  again.  They  returned 
soon  and  found  the  bill.  A  jury  was  called,  the  witnesses  sworn,  the 
evidence  that  they  took  prisoners  met  together  above  five,  but  that  they 
neither  saw  nor  heard  anything  at  the  meetings.  '  You  are  not  to  expect/ 
*aid  the  judge  to  the  jury, ( plain,  punctual  evidence  against  them  for 
anything  they  said  or  did  at  their  meeting,  for  they  may  speak  to  one 
another  by  a  cast  of  the  eye,  or  a  motion  of  the  head  or  foot,  or  gesture 
of  the  body,  and  themselves  say  that  the  worship  of  God  is  inward.  If 
they  were  at  the  meeting,  though  they  sat  still  only  and  looked  upon  each 
other,  it  was  an  unlawful  meeting.'  Charged  thus,  the  jury  brought  in 
a  verdict  of  guilty.  Then  the  '  criminals'  pleaded, '  We  are  innocent,  we 
have  wronged  no  man.'  4  Hear  your  sentence,'  said  the  relentless  Orlando 
Bridgeman.  *  You  shall  be  transported  beyond  the  seas  to  the  island  of 
Barbadoes,  there  to  remain  for  ever  ! '  Against  one  of  them  in  particular, 
Jeremiah  Heme,  this  unjust  judge  was  specially  bitter,  having  been  pre- 
judiced against  him  by  '  one  John  King,  of  Great  Hadham,  a  person  of 
a  false  tongue  and  malicious  spirit.'  4  You  are  a  forward  man/  said  the 
judge  to  Herne ;  '  you  have  an  estate ; '  and,  silencing  him,  ordered  him 
*  to  be  set  by.'  Another  victim  of  this  cruelty  was  John  Reynolds,  who 
was  taken  outside  *  within  a  yard  of  the  door  with  his  face  from- wards 
the  meeting.'    About  him  the  judge  endeavoured  much  to  persuade  the 


584  MEMORIALS  OF  NONCONFORMITY  IN  HERTS,     [hundred  of 

jury  that  he  might  very  probably  be  guilty,  giving  them  this  instance. 
'  Suppose/  said  he, f  a  man  be  killed  in  a  house  and  nobody  saw  him  killed, 
but  a  man  is  met  coming  out  of  the  house  with  a  bloody  knife  in  his  hand, 
it  is  a  very  probable  evidence  that  he  is  guilty  of  the  murder.'  Such  was 
the  parallel  which  the  judge  thought  fit  and  appropriate  ;  but,  in  spite  of 
it,  the  jury  acquitted  him.  Well  may  the  narrator  add,  'Let  all  persons 
weigh  and  consider  the  manner  and  intent  of  these  proceedings,  and  to 
what  purpose  law  and  justice  is  pretended  in  their  proceedings  against 
these  innocent  persons  who  have  been  carried  as  lambs  dumb  before  the 
shearers.  Contrary  to  the  very  words  and  form  of  the  law,  the  judge 
tries  to  instigate  and  prejudice  the  jury  against  them,  prepossessing  them 
with  his  own  suppositions,  having  neither  reason  nor  equity,  to  say  nothing 
of  humanity,  in  his  heart.  .  .  .  What  do  jurors  signify  if  a  judge  must 
be  both  judge,  accuser,  and  jury  in  effect  also  1  Let  all  sober  and  moderate 
people  consider  such  proceedings  whereby  innocent  people  are  sentenced 
to  transportation  or  banishment  from  family  and  home  and  country  for 
life,  simply  for  the  crime  of  innocently  sitting  together  in  silence,  waiting 
upon  the  Lord.  We  must  only  appeal  to  the  Lord  God  of  heaven  and 
earth  (by  whom  men's  actions  are  weighed)  for  justice  and  right,  which 
we  cannot  have  from  man.' — G.  W.w ! 

They  were  taken  to  London  and  ordered  to  be  put  on  board 
the  ship  Anne,  whose  captain  was  one  Thomas  Mat,  who, 
when  they  were  put  on  board,  sent  them  ashore  again  and 
again,  for  whenever  he  started  he  was  driven  back  by  adverse 
winds.  The  sailors  said,  "  We  shall  never  get  out  of  England 
while  these  men  are  on  board."  At  last  the  captain  put  them 
once  more  ashore  at  the  North  Foreland,  with  the  following 
certificate : — 

u  Whereas  these  seven  men  called  Quakers,  brought  on  board  my  ship 
by  William  Edmonds,  jailer  of  Hertford,  and  have  continued  waiting 
upon  my  ship  from  London  to  Deal  from  September  14th  till  this  day,  I 
seeing  that  Providence  hath  much  crossed  me,  and  that  the  hand  of  the 
Lord  is  against  me*  that  I  dare  not  proceed  on  my  voyage  to  carry  them, 
they  being  innocent  persons,  and  as  no  Englishman  is  to  be  carried  out  of 
his  native  country  against  his  will,  and  also  my  men  refuse  to  go  the 

1  From  a  rare  Tract,  kindly  lent  me  various  reports,  and  partly  to  inform 
by  Mr.  Lewis  Evans,  of  Nash  Mills,  people  of  the  illegal  proceedings  of  the 
Hemel  Hemsted,  entitled,  "  A  true,  short,  said  Court  against  the  prisoners  afore- 
impartial  relation,  containing  the  sub-  said,  eight  of  which  were  sentenced  to 
stance  of  the  proceedings  at  the  Assize  be  transported  beyond  the  seas,  there 
held  the  12th  and  18th  day  of  the  moneth  to  remain  for  seven  years. — W.  S.  4  And 
called  August,  1664,  at  the  town  of  Hert-  judgment  is  turned  away  backward,  and 
ford,  Orlando  Bridgeman  being  judge,  justice  standeth  afar  off;  for  truth  is 
chiefly  with  and  against  nine  prisoners  fallen  In  the  street,  and  equity  cannot 
called  Quakers;  as  it  .was  then  noted  enter'  (Isa.  lix.  14,  15;  and  see  chap.  x. 
and  observed  first  in  short- writing,  and  1,  2 ;  and  Micah  viL  4).  Printed  in  the 
now  made  publick ;   partly  to  prevent  year  1664." 
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voyage  if  I  carry  them.  For  these  reasons,  therefore,  and  many  more,  I 
will  not  carry  them.  I  put  them  on  shore  to  go  where  they  please. 
November  10th,  1664." 

Being  thus  set  at  liberty  they  returned  to  London,  and  then 
to  their  own  houses.  They  sent  an  honest  letter  to  the  King, 
relating  all  the  circumstances,  and  on  December  7th,  1664,  an 
order  in  council  was  made  for  their  apprehension  a  second 
time  and  for  their  transportation.  Being  thus  returned  to 
Hertford  prison  they  found  there  twenty-one  of  their  friends, 
who  at  the  Quarter  Sessions  held  at  Hertford,  October  3rd, 
4th,  5th,  1664,  were  sentenced  to  banishment  for  seven  years. 
In  pronouncing  sentence  the  Judge  or  Chairman  of  the  Ses- 
sions, whose  name  was  Chauncy,  "was  observed  to  change 
countenance  and  to  faulter  in  his  speech,"  but  recovering 
himself,  said,  "  If  every  one  of  you  will  pay  £100  into  this 
court  you  may  be  discharged  ; "  but  Lewis  Laundy,  as  spokes- 
man, said,  "  It  is  for  the  testimony  of  my  conscience  towards 
God  that  I  am  sentenced,  and  if  I  had  a  hundred  lives  and 
could  redeem  them  all  with  a  hundred  pence,  I  should  not 
give  them  in  this  case."1 

George  Fox  in  his  Journal  (p.  531)  says,  "  I  stayed  at  Hert- 
ford the  10th  of  the  fifth  month,  1678,  several  days,  having 
much  service  for  the  Lord  there,  both  among  friends  at  their 
meetings  and  in  conferences."  And  again  in  1687,  "From 
Enfield  with  some  friends  to  Hertford,  where  I  stayed  three 
or  four  days,  visiting  friends  both  at  their  public  meetings  on 
first  day  and  at  their  quarterly  meetings  of  men  and  women, 
and  good  service  for  the  Lord  I  had  among  them  "  (p.  619). 
Again  in  1690— 

44 1  went  to  Hertford  to  visit  friends  there,  and  was  at  their  meeting  on 
a  first  day,  and  having  something  more  particular  upon  me  to  the  ancient 
friends  of  that  place,  I  had  a  meeting  with  some  of  them  the  next  day, 
and  imparted  to  them  what  the  Lord  had  given  me  for  them.  Then 
journeyed  to  Ware  and  had  a  little  stay  among  friends  there,  and  was  at 
their  meeting/' 

>  Besse,   Buffering*  of  the  Quakers,  L  our  dear  wives,  children,  parents,  and 

248 ;  where  their  named  are  given  and  relations  for  inoffensive  meeting  to  wait 

further  details.    See  also  "Remarkable  upon  the  Lord  our  Maker.    Printed  in 

providences  of  the  living  God  of  heaven  the  year  1664;  and  also  may  serve  for 

and  earth  appearing  for  as  His  oppressed  an  utter  refutation  of  a  lying   paper 

servants  called  Quakers,  who  most  on-  published  under  the  hand  of  one  Edward 

righteously  were  at  Hertford  sentenced  Manning."         * 
to  be  transported  beyond  the  seas,  from 
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Besse  further  records  that  in  1682  Nathanael  Nash,  after 
long  confinement,  died  in  Hertford  jaiL  Mr.  Crook,  the 
Quaker,  died  at  his  house  in  Hertford,  April  26th,  1699,  in  his 
eighty-second  year. 

On  January  15th,  1663-4,  William  Firman,  in  the  parish  of 
All  Saints,  Hertford,  was  presented  at  the  Archdeacon's  Court 
"  for  meeting  at  a  conventicle  at  the  house  of  Nicholas  Lucas, 
in  the  parish  of  All  Saints,  which  they  call  a  new  meeting- 
house erected.     Thomas  Prior  for  the  like ;  Nicholas  Lucas  and 
Henry  Stout  for  the  like.*' l     Again,  "  Mr.  John  Young,  6th 
September,  1663,  did  teach  at  a  conventicle  at  Brickendenby, 
in  the  parish  of  All  Saints  with  St.   John's  ;    almost  sixty 
present;  and  usually  doth  the  like."     Again,  "Abraham  Rutt, 
Wm.  TufFnaile,  Daniel  Tuffnaile,  Mr.  Benis,  of  St.  Andrew's 
parish,  for  not  coming  to  church.     Mr.  Barfoot  for  opening  his 
shop   on  holidays.      Widow    Westwood   for   not  coming   to 
church."     "  1662.    W.   Oaker  for  not  coming  to  church,  St. 
Andrew's,  for  a  month  together.     Elizabeth  Humble  for  the 
like."    "  16th  December,  1663.    St  Andrew's,  Hertford,  Henry 
Sweeting  for  refusing  to  come  to  his  parish  church  on  Sundays. 
Elizabeth  Venables,  widow,  and  Alex.   Rutt  for  the  like." 
"  Samuel  Goodman  of  Hertford,"  in  1676,  March  7th,  4f  presented 
for  teaching  school  within  the  parish   of  Hertford   without 
licence.     He  pleads  that  he  doth  instruct  Blew  Coate  boyes 
belonging  to  Christ's  Hospital,  in  London,  in  the  art  of  writing 
and  arithmetic ;  and  his  wife  doth  teach  them  to  read,  being 
elected  by  the  Governors  and  Master  of  the  Hospital  without 
any  licence  from  the  judge  of  the  court."     March  23rd,  1663-4. 
"  Mr.  Thos.  Ash  ton  of  Si  Andrew's,  rector,  asserts  the  want  of  a 
covering  for  the  Communion  table  of  white  pure  linen,  a  book 
of  homilies,  of  canons,  table  of  degrees  of  marriage,  three  keys 
for  the  chest,  a  black  hearse-cloth,  a  terrier  of  glebe  lands." 
"  1664,  September.    Hurst  hath  been  imprisoned  at  Hertford 
more  than  a  year  last  past."    In  1674  "  Edward  Plumstead  of 
St.  Andrews,  Hertford,  for  keeping  school  without  licence,  and 
not  christening  his  children.     H.  Sweeting  of  St.  Andrew's 
for  the  like." 

Regarding  other  Nonconformists,  it  is  on  record  that  Mr. 

1  Acta,  Archdeaconry  of  Huntingdon,  at  Hitchin. 
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John  Singleton,  M.D.,  ejected  from  Oxford  University  by' 
the  Commissioners  in  1660,  lived  with  Lady  Scott  in  Hert- 
fordshire, and  preached  to  some  Dissenters  at  Hertford  before 
Mr.  Haworth  came.1  When  William  Haworth  came  is  not 
ascertained,  but  he  was  minister  of  a  congregation  of  Dis- 
senters here  for  twenty  years.  Palmer  says :  "  The  congre- 
gation at  Hitchin,  of  which  Mr.  Holcroft  had  been  pastor, 
being  dismissed  to  Mr.  Haworth's  charge,  he  used  to  preach  to 
them  about  once  a  month  in  a  barn  belonging  to  the  other 
society  in  that  town  (Hitchin)  according  to  an  agreement  made 
in  1687.  They  used  generally  to  go  to  Hertford  on  Communion 
days,  but  sometimes  met  from  both  towns  at  Bragbury  End, 
which  is  about  half-way.  The  following  anecdote  is  told  of 
Mr.  Haworth  : — Being  present  at  a  meeting  of  ministers  in  a 
neighbouring  town  (probably  Kettering),  and  disapproving  of 
their  proceedings  relative  to  Mr.  Davis  of  Rowell,  he  ques- 
tioned their  authority,  crying  out,  "  Quo  jure  ?  quo  jure  V  This 
unexpected  attack  produced  a  sudden  silence,  upon  which  some 
person  answered,  "Nvllojure"2  "Then,"  replied  Mr.  Haworth, 
"  it  is  injuria"  While  at  Hertford  he  published  a  work  entitled, 
A  Quaker  Converted,  by  William  Haworth, mini&ter  of  the  Gospel 
at  Hertford,  and  dedicated  to  the  Church  at  Hertford  thus : — 

"  Well-beloved  in  the  Lord,  You  may  remember  how  joyful  we  were 
when  the  Lord  cast  the  young  man  unexpectedly  among  us  ;  and  whereas 
we  had  mourned  that  some  had  gone  out  from  our  meetings  to  them,  in 
this  the  Lord  hath  made  it  up  to  us."  He  adds  :  "  Let  me  engage  you 
night  and  day  to  pray  for  the  poor  town  of  Hertford,  which  now  for  a 
long  time  hath  been  a  nest  of  error,  where  Satan  hath  had  his  seat  .  .  . 
buffetings  wherewithal  I  have  been  exercised  these  fifteen  years.  The 
Lord  is  my  witness." 

We  find  the  following  account  of  the  state  of  religious 
matters  in  Hertford  in  1 669 : — 

u  In  the  town  of  Hertford  there  are  publick  conventicles  held  every 
Sunday  at  ye  time  of  divine  service.  There  is  one  meeting  of  Anabap- 
tists to  ye  number  of  four  hundred  and  upward,  to  whom  one  Capt.  Spencer 
is  ye  preacher.  Another  there  is  of  Quakers  of  as  great  number,  to  whom 
Capt.  Orooke  is  preacher.  He  was  a  Justice  of  ye  Peace  under  Cromwell, 
is  of  dangerous  principles,  a  subtile  fellow,  and  one  who  hath  too  much 
influence  upon  the  people  of  that  towne  and  ye  country  about.    Each  of 

1  Palmer's  Noneon.  Memorial,  L  218.  *  Palmer's  Noncon.  Memorial,  ii.  801. 
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these  have  their  public  places  settled  for  their  meetings  as  if  they  were 
allowed  by  authority.  There  be  two  parsons  of  ye  two  churches  there 
who  are  judged  to  be  not  well  qualified  as  were  to  be  wished  for  that 
place.  The  one  of  them,  Ashton  by  name,  is  reported  to  be  of  scandalous 
life,  and  they  publish  abroad  that  some  tanners  and  other  tradesmen  of 
their  towne  made  him  drunk  on  ye  way  from  London  thither,  and  one  of 
the  tanners  did  set  Ashton  upon  his  horse,  which  horse  threw  him  off  and 
ran  home  to  ye  tanner  s  house,  whereupon  the  tanner's  wife,  supposing 
her  husband  had  been  robbed,  raised  the  towne,  and  there  went  forth  a 
great  number  to  seek  for  ye  tanner,  and  about  two  miles  from  ye  towne 
the  company  that  went  forth  meet  ye  tanner  carrying  Ashton  ye  parson 
on  in  triumph.  And  this  is  made  ye  talk  of  all  ye  country  about.  'Tis 
desired  enquiry  may  be  made  whether  the  said  Ashton  bee  as  he  is 
reported.  'Tis  said  also  of  him  that  he  lives  from  his  wife,  and  is  of  ill 
fame  on  that  account.  'Tis  right  there  were  other  clergymen  of  better 
fame  and  better  qualified  to  deal  with  that  factious  people." ' 

The  following  are  certain  places  of  religious  worship  certified 
to  the  Archdeacon  of  Huntingdon  for  Protestant  Dissenters  in 
the  '  town  of  Hertford  and  in  the  parishes  of  All  Saints 
and  St.  John's  : — 

1.  "  October  5th,  1694.  These  are  to  certify  according  to  a  late  Act  of 
Parliament,  that  a  congregation  of  Dissenting  Protestants  do  intend  to 

1  Lambeth   M88.,    Miscellanies,    689.  the  man  rising  and  going  ont,  found 

"  Mr.  Ashton,  the  parson  of  St.  Andrew's,  nothing  but  the  horse ;  and  telling  his 

in  Hartford,  and  Mr.  Manning,  a  tanner,  mistress  that  the  horse  was  come  but 

meeting  together  at  the  Bull  in  Bishops-  not  his  master,  she  cried  out  and  said 

gate  Street,  London,  went  and  drank  that  her  husband  was  robbed  and  killed, 

together  first  in  the  Bull  cellar,  until  the  and  so  raised  the  town,  and  many  of 

parson  was  almost  blind,  and  from  thence  the  neighbourhood  went  to  look  after 

they  went  to  several  places,  till  at  length  him,  some  with  lanthorns  and  some  with 

he  had  got  his  full  dose.    He  was  to  weapons.    Bat  by  the  time  they  got  to 

have  gone  home  in  the  coach,  but  so  the  town's  end  they  met  the  tanner  with 

loved  his  company  find  his  good  liquor,  the  parson  upon  his  back,  but  being  tired 

that  he  prevailed  with  the  coachman  to  with  carrying  such  a  load,  he  was  fain 

leave  him  a  horse,  because  he  must  go  to  leave  him  at  a  little  house  at  the 

home  to  preach  at  the  funeral  of  the  farther  end  of  the  town,  because  none 

Mayor  of  Hartford  on  the  morrow ;  and  else  of  the  neighbourhood  would  take 

so,  late  at  night  they  set  forward  towards  any  pity  or  be  at  any  pains  to  carry  him 

Hartford,  but  being  so  exceeding  drunk  home.    But  the  parson,  thinking  to  cover 

he  fell  off  his  horse  several  times ;  bnt  all,  got  up  into  the  Box  the  next  day, 

at  last  the  poor  beast,  as  disdaining  to  but  could  scarce  hold  up  his  head,  nor 

carry  him  farther,  ran  away  home,  and  woald  he  go    to  the    mayor's  ho  one." 

left  him  to  shift  for  himself.    His  com-  Ralph  Wallis,  Room  for  the  Cobler  of 

panion,  Mr.  Manning,  taking  more  pity  Gloucester,  1668,  pp.  17, 18.     Page  54,  ^ A 

of  hi  in,  set  him  upon  his  own  horse  and  lady  once  asked  one  of  the  sequestered 

ltd  him ;    but  yet  he  could  not  sit  the  clergy  where  they  had  all  been  during 

horse,  for  Mr.  Manning,  going  a  little  the  time  they  were  turned  out  of  their 

aside  to  escape  the  dirt  not  far  from  the  livings?    He  answered,  'We  have  lain 

town's  end,  down  falls  the  parson  again  among  the  pots  '(abasing  the  Scripture), 

in  the  dirt,  and  awav  runs  the  tanner's  To  which  the  lady  answered, '  I  thought 

horse  home.    His  wife  hearing  the  horse  so  by  your  red  noses.' "    This  reminds 

coming  in,  called  her  man  to  rise  and  let  one  of  Martin  Marprelate's  **  mahogany 

his  master  in,  and  take  care  of  the  horse ;  bishops." 


! 
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meet  for  religions  worship  at  the  house  of  George  Barnes,  in  the  parish 
of  All  Saints,  in  the  town  and  county  of  Hertford.  Witness  our  hands, 
Geo.  Barnes,  Geo.  Barr,  James  Cave,  Jno.  Bearney,  Josiah  Wood,  Wm. 
Guyse,  James  Crouch.    Reg.  8th  October,  1694." 

2.  "  These  are  to  certify  .  .  .  that  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dis- 
senters do  intend  to  meet  for  religious  worship  in  the  barn  or  out-house 
of  Wm.  Clarke,  in  Castle  Street,  in  Hertford,  etc.  27th  March,  1703. 
Wm.  Clarke,  Jno.  Stace,  Jno.  Guyse,  Thos.  Thurrowgood.  Reg.  29th 
March,  1703." 

3.  "  These  .  .  .  that  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters  do  intend 
to  meet  for  religious  worship  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Jno.  Stare  Brazier, 
situated  on  the  river  side,  in  the  parish  of  All  Saints,  Hertford.  28th 
February,  1709.  Jno.  Guyse,  minister,  Jas.  Crouch,  Thos.  Smithson, 
James  Man.    Reg.  28th  February,  1709." 

4.  "Whereas  some  Protestant  Dissenters  do  intend  to  meet  for  the 
worship  of  God  at  the  dwelling-house  of  widow  Coventry,  at  Brickendine 
Green,  in  the  liberty  of  Brickendine,  belonging  to  the  parish  of  All 
Saints,  Hertford,  we  desire  it  may  be  certified  according  to  law.  August 
1st,  1726.  Edw.  Venables,  Joseph  Man,  Edward  Roafe,  Joshua  Hales, 
John  Draper,  Samuel  Peleg,  John  Green,  John  Thurrowgood,  John 
Claph&m,  John  Bennett    Reg.  August  18th,  1726." 

5.  "  We  being  Protestant  Dissenters,  and  well  affected  to  his  Majestie's 
person  and  government,  do  desire  that  the  dwelling-house  of  Joshua 
Hales,  in  the  liberty  of  Brickindon,  in  the  parish  of  All  Saints,  Hertford, 
be  licensed  for  a  place  of  religious  worship.  Jonas  Thurrowgood,  John 
Green,  Joseph  Saward,  John  Kirby,  Josiah  Hales,  Thomas  Smithson, 
John  Smith,  James  Gatward.     Reg.  11th  March,  1730." 

6.  "  We  .  .  .  being  Protestant  Dissenters,  and  firmly  attached  to  his 
Majesty's  person  and  government,  do  desire  that  a  meeting-house  in 
Castlo  Street,  in  the  town  of  Hertford,  be  licensed  for  the  worship  of 
God.  Jonas  Thurrowgood,  Thos.  Smithson,  Saml.  Gatward,  John  Cock, 
Wm.  Scraggs,  Jno.  Groome,  Henry  Herbert.     Reg.  May  15th,  1736. " 

7.  "  We  .  .  .  being  Protestant  Dissenters,  do  desire  the  dwelling-house 
of  Thos.  Catmore,  in  the  parish  of  St.  John's,  in  the  borough  of  Hertford, 
to  be  licensed  for  a  place  for  the  worship  of  God.  October  6th,  1740. 
Thos.  Catmore,  Henry  Bush,  Daniel  Kay,  Samuel  Mitchell,  Joseph 
Mitchell,  Jonas  Thurrowgood.*' 

8.  M  We  .  .  .  being  willing  and  desirous  that  a  house  of  Phinehas 
Stratton,  late  in  the  possession  of  Thos.  Delamont,  situate  in  a  place 
called  Butcher  Green,  in  the  parish  of  St.  John,  in  the  town  of  Hertford, 
be  appropriated  as  a  place  of  religious  worship  of  Almighty  God  for 
Protestant  Dissenters,  commonly  called  Independents.  August  20th, 
1760.  Thomas  Mitchell,  teacher,  Phinehas  Stratton,  Thos.  Atwood, 
Joseph  Elmes." 

9.  "We  .  .  .  desire  that  a  house  in  the  tenure  of  Edw.  Snelling  of 
Hertford,  situate  in  the  Back  Street,  in  the  parish  of  St.  John,  be  regis- 
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tered  as  a  place  of  meeting  for  Protestant  Dissenters.  March  9th,  1773. 
Wm.  Rackstraw,  Joseph  Wood,  Henry  Whittenbnrg,  Thos.  Plows,  Wm, 
Sellars,  Benj.  Young. 

10.  "  We  .  . .  desire  that  a  Building  situate  in  the  parish  of  Brickenden, 
now  in  the  occupation  of  Joseph  Parker,  be  registered  as  a  place  of  meet- 
ing for  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters.  12th  May,  1783.  Joseph 
Parker,  Nathaniel  Hancock,  Jno.  Worsley,  David  Allan,  Thos.  Jeeves, 
Henry  Ward,  Daniel  Wenham,  E.  H.  Killingby." 

11.  "  We  ...  do  desire  that  a  room  in  the  parish  of  St.  John,  Hertford, 
now  in  the  occupation  of  Mr.  Jas.  White,  may  be  registered  as  a  place  of 
public  worship  for  Protestant  Dissenters.    18th  November,  1793.*? 

12.  "  We,  the  inhabitants  of  Hertford,  desire  that  a  Chapel  in  the 
parish  of  All  Saints,  in  the  possession  of  Edw.  Trotter  and  James  White, 
be  registered  for  a  place  of  public  worship,  erected  for  that  purpose  for 
the  use  of  Protestant  Dissenters.  April  4th,  1797.  Edw.  Trotter,  Thos. 
Peacock,  Jas.  White.1' 

13.  "  We  .  .  .  desire  that  a  dwelling-house  in  Brickenton  Liberty,  now 
in  the  occupation  of  Wm.  Ansell,  be  registered  as  a  place  of  religious 
worship  for  Protestant  Dissenters.  August  28th,  1804.  Rev.  Andrew 
Horn,  Jno.  Geard,  Jno.  Geard,  junior." 

14.  "  We,  Protestant  Dissenters,  .  .  .  desire  the  dwelling-house  of  Mr. 
Thomas  Smithson,  in  the  parish  of  St.  John's,  Hertford,  be  licensed  a 
place  for  the  worship  of  God.  Jonas  Thurrowgood,  Tho.  Wells,  Geo. 
Readen,  John  Dent,  John  Walter,  Tho.  Smithson,  John  Bush.  Reg. 
26th  December,  1735." 

.  15.  "We,  Protestant  Dissenters,  desire  the  dwelling-house  of  Mr. 
Foster,  in  the  parish  of  St.  John's,  Hertford,  be  licensed,  etc.  July  28th, 
1739.    (Same  names)/' 

16.  "  We  .  .  .  being  desirous  that  the  house  of  Phineas  Stratton.  late 
in  possession  of  Joseph  Glinester,  in  Back  Street,  in  the  parish  of  All 
Saints,  Hertford,  be  appropriated  as  a  place  of  religious  worship  to 
Almighty  God  for  Protestant  Dissenters  from  the  Church  of  England 
called  Independents,  being  well  affected  to  his  Majesty,  George  ELL, 
have  hereto  set  our  hands.  November  2ndr  1761.  Phineas  Stratton, 
Jno.  Russell,  Sarah  Elmes,  Sarah  Relph,  Jno.  Fitton,  Anne  Spencer, 
Elizabeth  Horton,  Jos.  Elmes,  Tbos.  Atwood. 

17.  "  We,  etc.,  are  desirous  that  a  house  or  building  in  the  possession  of 
Mary  Chamberlain,  of  Hertford,  watchmaker,  situate,  standing,  and  being 
in  the  market-place  of  the  parish  of  All  Saints,  in  the  town  of  Hertford, 
should  be  registered  as  a  place  of  religious  worship  for  a  congregation  of 
Protestant  Dissenters.  Witness,  etc.,  Phineas  Stratton,  teacher,  Wm. 
Sellars,  Richard  Smith,  Jno.  Page,  Mary  Chamberlain,  Eliz.  Hooton"7  (1761). 

18.  u  We,  the  inhabitants  of  Hertford,  do  desire  that  a  warehouse  in 
the  parish  of  All  Saints,  in  the  occupation  of  Jonas  White,  draper,  be 
registered  as  a  place  of  religious  worship.  Reg.  13th  March,  1795. 
Jas.  White,  Thomas  Peacock,  Jno.  Beely." 
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19.  "  These  are  to  certify  that  a  room  situate  in  Maidenhead  Street,  in 
the  pariah  of  All  Saints,  Hertford,  lately  in  the  occupation  of  Samuel 
Crisp,  is  set  apart  by  us  and  other  Protestant  Dissenters,  usually  denomi- 
nated Independents,  as  a  place  for  the  religious  worship  of  Almighty  God, 
which  we  request  may  be  registered.  Jno.  Crisp,  minister,  Samuel  Crisp, 
Thomas  Spencer.    August  24th,  1795." 

20.  "  We  whose  names,  etc.,  do  certify  that  the  house  of  Jno.  Catlin  of 
Hertford  is  set  apart  as  a  place  for  religious  worship  by  his  Majesty's 
Protestant  subjects  dissenting  from  the  Church  of  England.  20th 
September,  1808.  Jas.  Kirk,  Thos.  Whitehouse,  sen.,  Jas.  Pond,  Wm, 
Briggs,  Sarah  Kirk,  Thos.  Whitehouse,  jun.,  Thos.  Maden." 

21.  "We,  etc.,  do  certify  that  an  outhouse  on  the  premises  of  Wm. 
George,  Hartford  Heath,  in  the  parish  of  Hertford,  is  intended  to  be 
used  for  religious  worship  for  his  Majesty's  subjects  dissenting  from  the 
Church  of  England.  Dated  26th  September,  1808.  Jas.  Kirk,  Thos. 
Whitehouse,  sen.,  Jas.  Pend,  Wm.  Briggs,  Thos.  Whitehouse,  jun.,  Sarah 
Kirk,  Thos.  Naden.    Beg.  26th  September,  1808." 

22.  "All  Saints,  Hertford.  Dwelling-house  of  College  Willis  for 
Protestant  Dissenters.  July  28th,  1809.  Certified  by  Wm.  Button, 
John  Farmer,  Hen.  Asplen." 

23.  "  In  Hertford,  a  chapel  belonging  to  Jno.  Millard  for  Protestant 
Dissenters.  Certified  December  2nd,  1809,  by  John  Millard,  Thos. 
Whitehouse,  W.  Briggs,  John  Liefchild,  W.  H.  Robinson,  T.  White- 
house, jun." 

24.  "  St.  John's,  Hertford.  The  house  of  Jno.  Grimes  for  Protestant 
Dissenters.    Certified  February  17th,  1817.    Charles  Maslen." 

25.  "  Hertford.  House  of  Samuel  Neale  for  Protestant  Dissenters. 
Certified  February  18th,  1817,  by  Chas.  Cook,  S.  Neale,  Rd.  Holmes." 

26.  "  Hertford.  Butcher  Green  for  Protestants.  Certified  16th  April, 
1817,  by  T.  Pardoe,  Ch.  Cook,  S.  Neale." 


St.  Andrew's  Parish. 

1.  "These  are  to  certifie  that  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters 
do  intend  to  meet  for  religious  worship  in  a  Barn  belonging  to  Mr. 
Jonathan  Smart,  junior,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Andrew,  in  the  town  of 
Hertford.  7th  April,  1703.  Jon.  Smart,  Jno.  Stace,  John  Guyse,  Rd. 
Young.    April  12th,  1703." 

2.  "  These  are  to  certifie  that  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters 
doe  intend  to  meet  for  religious  worshipping  of  God  at  the  house  of 
William  Bockette,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Andrew's,  Hertford.  Witness  our 
hands,  Daniel  Nash,  Robert  May,  William  Genes,  John  Jackson,  Edward 
Battel.    Reg.,  20th  October,  1707." 

3.  "  These  are  to  certifie  that  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters 
doe  intend  to  meet  for  religious  worship  at  the  house  of  Elizabeth 
Smitheman,  widow,  grocer,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Andrew's,  Hertford. 
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Witness  our  hands  this  22nd  December,   1708,    Jas.    Gatward,    Tho. 
Smithson,  Daniel  Frances.     Reg.  28th  December,  1708." 

4.  "  These  are  to  certifie  that  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters 
do  intend  to  meet  for  religious  worship  at  the  dwelling-house  of  Elizabeth 
Smithman,  near  the  old  cross  in  the  parish  of  St.  Andrews,  in  Hertford. 
30th  September,  1715.  John  Guyse,  minister,  James  Crouch,  Tho. 
Smithson,  John  Stace,  Geo.  Burr.    Reg.  5th  October,  1715." 

5.  u  We  desire  that  a  building  fitted  up  for  a  meeting  house  situate 
in  St.  Andrew's  Street,  in  St.  Andrew's  parish,  Hertford,  be  registered  as 
a  place  of  meeting  for  a  congregation  of  his  Majestie's  subjects  dissenting 
from  the  Church  of  England.  Thos.  Ribright,  Thos.  Young,  W.  Rack- 
straw,  Thos.  Plows,  Ben.  Toung,  Rob.  Abram,  Hen.  Whittenbury, 
W.  Sellars,  Jos.  Elmes,  Jos.  Wood.    Reg.  26th.  April,  1773." 

6.  "  These  are  to  certifie  that  a  building  situate  near  Cowbridge,  in 
the  parish  of  St.  Andrew's,  Hertford,  is  set  apart  by  us  and  other  Pro- 
testant Dissenters  as  usually  denominated  Independents  as  and  for  a 
place  of  religious  worship  of  Almighty  God,  which  we  request  may 
be  registered,  etc.  Dated  in  Hertford  August  14th,  1797.  Signed  by 
Saml.  Crisp,  John  Crisp,  minister.    Reg.  15th  May,  1797.'' 

Congregational  Church,  Hertford. 

The  first  church-book  of  the  Nonconformist  church  at  Hertford  is 
a  somewhat  large  thick  venerable  quarto  volume,  three-fourths  of  which 
is  blank,  the  records  covering  only  sixty-two  leaves,  many  of  which 
are  very  closely  written  in  double  columns.  It  is  entitled,  Minutes  of  the 
Proceedings  of  the  Church  at  Hertford,  instituted  1673.  Then  follow  three 
texts  written  in  full  in  Dr.  Guyse's  hand,  Numb,  xxxii.  1,2;  Deut.  viii. 
2  ;  Psalm  cii.  18.  The  next  page  (between  which  and  the  title  there 
seems  a  gap  as  if  some  leaves  had  been  taken  out  or  lost)  begins  thus  in 
William  Haworth's  hand :  "  The  names  of  ye  members  of  ye  Congrega- 
tionall  Church  at  Hartford,  which  began  in  ye  yeere  1673.  Ye  names  of 
ym  yt  are  deceased  have  an  astoricke  over  ym.  1.  William  Ha  worth, 
pastor  (added  by  a  different  hand),  deceased,  died  January  1702-3.  2. 
Jeremiah  Swift  (gone  off  to  Mr.  Shepherd's  church  of  Brain  tree,  1705). 
3.  B.  Day.  4.  Edward  Fryar.  5.  John  Reeves.  6.  Daniel  Tuffnell. 
7.  Wm.  Barfoot  8.  James  Feild.  9.  William  Dimsdell.  10.  Josiah 
Pratt.  11.  Wm.  Bennett.  12.  Mary  Beny,"  and  so  on  in  the  same  hand 
to  the  number  of  29*2.  No.  22  is  "Mary  Haworth,  senior. — Died  in 
Christ,  7th  February,  1701.  53.  William  Guyse.  54.  Richard  Rawlens. 
His  gift  approved  by  ye  church,  23rd  January,  '92,  dismissed  to  ye  church 
at  ChisBull  and  Royston  20th  January,  1674/'  "  56.  Daniell  Skingle,  his 
gift  of  prophesyinge  or  preachinge  approved  of  by  ye  church,  and  prayed 
for  and  allowed  of  with  a  promise  of  leaveinge  his  callinge  and  giveinge 
himself  wholly  to  it.  60.  Mary  Haworth,  junior."  After  75  is  a  note, 
"  Those  that  immediately  follow  were  dismissed  from  Mr.  Holcrof fa 
church.    76.  George  Wilkinson.    77.  Thomas  Childe.     78.  Joanna  Tom- 
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Kns,"  and  so  on.  "94.  Thomas  Humphrey,  allowed  by  ye  Church  to 
prophesy  ye  23rd  of  January,  '92."  Over  number  109  we  find  the  date 
March  '89,  showing  that  those  who  follow  were  admitted  after  this. 
"  124.  William  Hawortb,  junior,  allowed  to  preach  by  ye  Church  23rd 
January,  '92.  133.  Mr.  Teney  chosen  to  bee  fellow  Elder  ye  9th  March, 
1691-2.  134.  Mrs.  Teney,  his  wife,  gave  her  experience  in  writing,  which 
I  have  in  my  hands."  To  several  names  is  attached  the  statement,  u  added 
at  Hitchin,"  and  to  several  "  added  at  Hartford,"  showing  that  church- 
meetings  were  held  at  both  places.  "  173.  David  Weight,  his  eminent 
healing,  and  calling  together  at  Hitchin,"  is  specially  noted.  "  270.  Eliza- 
beth Haworth,  Hitchin,  October  11th,  1696.  273.  At  Hitchin  from 
Mr.  Daye's  church.    211.  William  Guise.    212.  John  Guise." 

Mr.  John  Guyse  makes  his  first  entry  thus : — "  September  27th,  1705. 
After  ye  last  mentioned  agreement  I,  J.  Guyse,  accepted  of  ye  Pastoral 
Charge,  ye  Day  being  kept  in  fasting  and  prayer.  November  14th,  1705, 
I  was  seperated  to  ye  Pastoral  office  with  fasting  and  prayer,  Mr.  Bragg, 
Mr.  Bidgly,  Mr.  Killinghall,  and  Mr.  Wroe,  being  witnesses  and  managers 
of  ye  work  of  ye  day.  Mr.  Eidgly  preached  from  Col.  iv.  17.  On  ye 
same  day  agreed  yt  ye  Lord's  Supper  shall  be  administered  every  first 
Lord's  Day  in  every  month.'1  The  next  page  is  headed,  "  The  names  of  ye 
members  of  ye  Congregational  Church  of  Christ  seated  at  Hertford  who 
were  living  and  in  ye  Church  when  I  took  ye  charge  of  it  November  14th. 
1705.  Those  that  have  an  asterick  before  them  belong  to  that  part  that 
came  in  at  Hitchin,  and  who  live  there  or  thereabouts.  1.  John  Guyse, 
pastor.  2.  Edward  Fryar.  3.  Willm.  Dimsdell.  7.  Thomas  Hare,  about 
Cheshunt.  22.  William  Guyse,  senior,  deacon,  dyed  June  13th,  1714,  in 
faith,  comfort,  and  great  submission  to  ye  will  of  God.  25.  John  Pilgrim, 
at  Amwell,  died  1719.  Thomas  Child,  Cuddicutt,  died  in  October  1706." 
Then  follows  a  list  pinned  in  the  book  with  the  names  of  fifteen  members 
at  Hitchin,  eleven  at  Offley,  five  at  Preston,  four  at  Ippolitts,  two  at 
Ickleford,  two  at  Baldock,  two  at  Graveley  (Thos.  Johnson  and  his  wife), 
three  at  King's  Walden,  one  at  Lilly,  two  at  Cockernhoe,  seven  in  Bedford- 
shire, five  in  or  near  London,  one  at  Welwyn,  one  at  Ware.  The  former 
list  is  then  resumed  : — "  142.  Willm.  Bennet,  now  at  London.  May  21st, 
1707.  Brother  Bennet's  gift  was  allowed  of  by  the  Church,  which  kept 
this  day  in  fasting  and  prayer  on  his  account,  and  agreed  to  his  preaching 
wherever  the  Providence  of  God  shall  call  him.  He  was  dismissed  to  the 
church  at  Hale-Weston  (near  St  Neots,  Hunts),  May  27th,  1713."'  But 
what  continually  meets  us  in  these  lists  is  the  touching  notices  of  the 
members'  deaths;  thus  again  and  again,  "Died  in  faith  and  comfort"; 
44  died  in  strength  of  faith,  and  holy  resignation  "  ;  "  died  aged  and  full  of 
comfort "  ;  and  occasionally,  UI  did  not  see  her  on  her  death- bed,"  thus 
showing  that  in  the  other  cases  we  have  the  minister's  personal  knowledge 
and  testimony.  John  Guyse  was  evidently  a  good  pastor.  February 
24th,  1702-3,  occutb  the  following  :— "  Then  chose  brother  Guyse,  senior, 
to  be  deacon,  and  prayed  for  him.    Agreed  that  ye  money  which  was  left 
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of  ye  funerall  of  Mr.  Haworth  be  given  to  Mrs.  Deborah  Haworth."  "  July 

11th,  1705.    Agreed  at  a  general  church  meeting  then  held  that  oar 

brethren  in  and  about  Hitchin  shall  not  demand  or  insist  upon  it,  that 

the  pastor  of  the  church  should  at  any  time  be  obliged  to  go  over  to  them 

either  to  preach  or  administer  the  Lord's  Supper  among  them,  and  that 

they  shall  as  much  as  in  them  lies  fill  up  their  places  in  ye  seat  of  the 

church  at  Hertford,  till  the  Lord  shall  open  a  way  for  them  to  go  off 

from  this  body.    The  substance  of  this  agreed  to  by  both  parts,  included 

in  those  whose  names  are  underwritten,— Matt.  Belsham,  Edw.  Hitchin, 

Jos.  Hurst,  Hen.  Fuller,  Tho.  Field. — W.  Guyse,  Benior,  John  State, 

W.  G.  and  J.  Barnes,  W.  Bangs,  Austin  Brooks,  Rich.  Taylor,"  etc.    Then 

comes  a  list  of  "  the  children  of  the  members  of  the  church,"  and  "  the 

names  of  ye  children  which  I  have  baptized."    Next  follow  "  orders  and 

transactions  of  the  Church  of  Christ  at  Hertford  since  I  (J.  Guyse)  took 

ye  charge  of  it,  1 705."  This  narrative  consists  chiefly  of  cases  of  discipline, 

admonitions  to  the  Hitchin  members  to  attend  at  Hertford,  and  references 

to  Mr.  Skingle,  pastor  of  a  neighbouring  church.    Mr.  Daniel  Skingle  is 

named  in  1735  as  pastor  of  a  church  at  Datch worth.    "  September  1st, 

1708.    It  being  proposed  that  our  brethren  at  Braughin  should  sit  down 

with  Mr.  Skingle  when  he  administers  the  ordinance  of  the  Lord's  Supper 

to  four  or  five  of  his  members,  agreed  that  we  do  not  see  that  Mr.  Skingle's 

practice  in  administering  ye  Ordinance  to  ye  few  he  hath  at  Braughin  can 

be  justified  by  Scripture.    November  3rd,  1708.   Agreed  to  admit  of 

members  of  a  Presbyterian  Church  to  occasional  communion  with  us  if 

they  desire  it."    One  brother,  Thurrowgood,  is  censured  for  preaching 

without  the  Church's  leave,  and  he  desires  his  dismission  to  Mr.  Peake's 

church,  which  is  granted  April  27th,  1709.    Again,  "  November  2nd,  1709. 

Censured  John  Borham  for  marrying  his  wife's  own  sister,  though  both 

he  and  she  had  children  of  their  own,  and  though  he  had  been  told  and 

seemed  to  acknowledge  that  'tis  a  scandalous  sin  against  the  law  of  God 

and  this  nation,  and  that,  before  he  was  married.    John  Guyse,  pastor," 

etc.    "  November  29th,  1710.  Appointed  a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer  with 

regard  to  the  present  state  of  public  affairs,  to  be  kept  next  Wednesday 

at  brother  Gatward's,  beginning  at  10  o'th  clock."    "  July  28th,  1714.  Bro. 

Hale  and  Crouch  were  solemnly  set  apart  to  ye  office  of  deacons  in  ye 

church  by  fasting  and  prayer. "     "  September  1st,  1714.  Ordered  that  next 

Wednesday  be  observed  by  the  Church  as  a  day  of  thanksgiving  for 

the  never-to-be-forgotten  mercy  of  bringing  King  George  peaceably  to 

the  throne  in  ye  most  reasonable  of  times,  and  as  a  day  of  prayer  for  a 

blessing  on  his  person  and  government,  and  for  perfecting  ye  begun 

mercies  of  Great  Britain,  and  ye  Churches  of  Christ  therein/  "  September 

29th.     Sister  Saward  having  entertained  ye  Anabaptist  notions,  sent  a 

very  earnest  request  to  ye  church  to  be  dismissed  to  Mr.  Masters's  church," 

which  was  granted.     "  October  9th,  1715.    Our  brethren  in  and  about 

Hitchin,  having  agreed  with  their  brethren  thereabout  to  make  up  the 

breach  that  hath  been  long  between  them,  ye  following  consent  and  diamis- 
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aion  was  signed :—We  do  hereby  give  our  free  and  full  consent  to  all  the 
members  of  this  Church  who  reside  in  and  about  Hitchin  to  unite  with 
those  other  brethren  in  Christ,  usually  meeting  in  Back  Street,  in  Hitchin, 
into  one  church.'  'March  29th,  1721.  Appointed  that  all  meetings  of 
prayer  be  for  some  time  continued  three  hours,  and  principally  spent  in 
relation  to  the  publick  threatening  state  of  things.'  'October  30th, 
1723.  I  acquainted  ye  Church  with  ye  several  attempts  that  have  been 
made  by  ye  London  ministers  and  Mr.  Nisbit's  church  to  get  roe  thither, 
and  with  ye  repeated  refusals  that  I  have  given  them  ;  only  tbey  insisted 
that  I  should  mention  ye  proposal  to  this  church  to  see  if  they  could  by 
any  means  be  brought  to  yield  to  a  treaty  about  it,  or  to  admit  of  some 
other  minister's  preaching  upon  tryal  that  if  they  should  like  him  they 
might  resign  me.  •  The  Church  on  this  occasion  unanimously  expressed  a 
very  kind  and  endearing  affection  towards  me,  rejected  ye  proposal  and 
signed  a  long  answer  to  Mr.  Nisbit's  church  about  it,  full  of  concern  for 
them  and  undeserved  respect  for  me,  and  refusing  to  comply  with  their 
call.  I  afterwards  added  a  few  lines  to  Mr.  Andrews  (one  of  ye  deacons 
that  came  as  a  messenger  from  that  church  to  me),  intimating  my  desires 
that  this  might  put  a  total  stop  to  all  further  motions  about  removing  me 
from  Hertford.'  'May  10th,  1727.  Whereas  Mr.  James  San  teen  and 
Mrs.  Susanna  Lob  have  been  for  sometime  members  with  us,  and  after 
a  1st  and  2nd  solemn  admonition  do  still  persist  in  a  denial  of  ye  proper 
Godhead  of  Christ,  we  do  in  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  with  a 
tender  concern  for  His  glory  and  their  recovery,  and  for  the  preservation 
of  our  own  peace  and  purity,  cut  them  off  from  all  further  relation  to  this 
church  as  if  he  or  she  were  a  heathen  man  and  a  publican.' " 

This  is  almost  the  last  entry  made  in  the  handwriting  of  Mr.  Guyse. 
On  the  next  leaf  we  find  the  following  entry  by  the  next  minister,  the 
Rev.  John  Saukdrrs  : — 

44 1727,  June  20th.  The  Congregational  Church  of  Christ  at  Hartford, 
being  destitute  of  a  pastour  (by  the  removal  of  their  late  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  John  Guyse,  to  a  people  at  London),  made  their  first  motion  to  me 
about  coming  to  Hartford  on  June  20th,  1727,  at  Walden,  where  I 
preached  that  day,  Mr.  Crouch  and  Mr.  Gatward  being  the  messengers. 
And  after  deliberation  for  some  weeks,  it  was  agreed  that  I  should  come 
for  some  time  upon  trial.  Accordingly  (finding  my  removal  from  Bury, 
in  Suffolk,  in  some  respects  necessary)  I  came  to  Hartford  about  the  time 
called  Michaelmas.'1  Then  follow  the  transfers  of  himself  and  his  wife 
from  the  churches  of  which  they  were  members.  "  May  29th,  17*28,  I  was 
settled  as  pastor  in  the  church,  several  ministers  being  present,  Messrs. 
Harris  of  Walden,  Bedford  of  Royston,  J.  Saunders  of  Denton,  Atkin- 
Bon,  then  of  Hitchin,  lately  from  Cumberland.  John  Saunders."  After 
three  leaves  of  entries  chiefly  of  the  admission  of  members,  the  church 
book  passes  from  the  year  1735  to  1756,  when  on  January  27th  the 
following  trustees  of  the  meeting  house  were  appointed  : — "  Messrs. 
John  Wenham,  Benj.  Lawrence,  Edw.  Mitchel,  Jno.  Hall,  Thos.  Smith, 

35 


646  MEMORIALS  OF  NONCONFORMITY  IN  HERTS,     [hukdbsdof 

Isaac  Rudd,  Thos.  Jeeves,  Jonas  Cock,  Daniel  Wenham,  with  Mr.  John 
Saunders  and  Mr.  James  Gatward.  On  June  14th,  1758,  Mr.  John 
Saunders,  the  pastor,  and  Mr.  Rudd,  and  Mr.  Jeeves,  messengers  from 
the  church  at  Hartford,  were  at  Hitchin,  and  saw  Mr.  Hickman  settled 
as  pastor  over  that  church  lately  under  care  of  Mr.  Webb/1  N.B.— The 
Rev.  John  Saunders  died  April  11th,  1768,  aged  seventy-four,  after 
having  been  their  pastor  more  than  forty  years. 

Mr.  Saunders  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Nicholas  Phen£,  November 
15th,  1769.  A  variety  of  circumstances  rendering  it  necessary  for  Mr. 
Phene*  to  remove,  he  was  accordingly  dismissed  to  the  Church  of  Christ 
at  Bradford,  Wiltshire,  formerly  under  the  pastoral  care  of  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Samuel,  September  5th,  1773.  Mr.  Phene,  while  at  Hertford,  married 
Sarah  Everitt,  who  was  with  him  dismissed  to  the  church  at  Bradford. 

The  next  entry  is  dated  April  2nd,  1775,  when  the  Rev.  James  Eello 
was  invited  as  a  candidate ;  and  on  June  2nd,  1776,  he  accepted  a  call 
from  the  Church.  Isaac  Rudd  and  Thomas  Jeeves  are  named  as  deacons, 
and  a  list  of  fourteen  others  who  were  members  at  the  ordination  of 
J.  Eello,  and  of  eight  "  admitted  since  my  settlement."  The  ordination 
was  fixed  for  August  7th,  1776.  Revs.  J.  Towle,  S.  Brewer,  John  Eello 
(to  give  the  charge),  Angus  of  Bishop's  Stortford,  Wells  of  Royston, 
Griffiths  from  Hitchin,  to  attend.  It  appears  from  the  entries  that  it 
was  the  custom  before  receiving  members  to  have  from  them  a  written 
account  of  their  experience,  and  that  members  of  other  churches  coming 
to  Hertford  were  admitted  to  what  was  called  "  occasional  communion." 

March  11,  1781.  The  Rev.  James  Kollo  informed  the  Church  that  he 
had  received  a  call  from  the  Church  assembling  in  Little  St.  Helens'. 
London,  lately  under  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  Mr.  Stephens.  June  17th, 
1781.  The  Rev.  John  Cbisp,  from  Colchester,  having  preached,  was 
invited  to  be  the  pastor,  and  accepted  the  call.  After  a  statement  of  the 
arrangements  for  his  ordination  the  following  occurs : — "  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Crisp  exercised  his  labours  at  Hertford  the  greater  part  of  twenty  yean. 
In  the  year  1796  the  Divine  Providence  so  ordered  it  that  the  old  meeting 
house,  a  capacious  building  with  a  double  tier  of  galleries  round  three 
sides  of  it,  and  situate  near  the  school  of  Christ's  Hospital,  was  pulled 
down  to  enlarge  the  said  school,  and  after  various  difficulties  had  been 
encountered,  a  piece  of  ground  was  purchased  of  Baron  Dimsdale,  and 
the  present  place  of  worship  erected  in  Cowbridge." 

September  12th,  1800.  This  was  the  day  on  which  the  Rev.  Mr.  Crisp 
delivered  his  last  sermon  at  Hertford  in  the  capacity  of  pastor.  The 
three  following  Sabbaths  were  supplied  by  Revs.  Mr.  Pendered  of  Royston, 
Driver  of  Stortford,  and  Mr.  Phelp,  a  student  from  Hoxton  Academy. 
November  9th.  Ebenrzer  White,  of  Pottersbury,  Northamptonshire, 
formerly  of  Hoxton  Academy,  being  recommended  to  Hertford  by  Thos. 
Wilson,  Esq.,  and  the  Rev.  Jno.  Clayton,  of  London,  delivered  three 
discourses,  and  on  January  4th,  1801,  was  called  to  the  pastoral  office. 
On  April  15th,  1801,  the  day  appointed  for  his  ordination,  the  Revs. 
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Samuel  Burder  of  St.  Albans,  £.  White,  John  Reynolds  of  London, 
S.  Greathead  of  Newport  Pagnell,  Jno.  Clayton  of  London,  and  Chaplin 
of  Stortford,  took  part.  December  24th,  1801.  E.  White,  discouraged  by 
the  treatment  of  some  members  of  the  church,  but  more  by  the  limited 
prospect  of  usefulness  which  this  sphere  at  present  affords,  thought  proper 
this  day  to  give  in  a  resignation  of  his  pastoral  office. 

November  3rd,  1805.  The  Rev.  Chajllbs  Maslem  was  invited  to  take 
the  pastoral  care  of  this  church,  which  invitation  he  accepted,  and  con- 
tinued to  labour  at  Hertford  till  Christmas  1824,  when  he  resigned  Jiis 
charge. 

The  next  entry  is  signed  by  Isaac  Anthony,  pastor,  April  14th,  1834. 
He  recounts  the  intervening  history,  how  he  had  "  commenced  his  stated 
labours,"  September  18th,  1825,  and  was  ordained  October  27th  of  that 
year.  In  1836,  Mr.  Anthony  being  ill,  great  help  was  rendered  gratui- 
tously to  the  church  by  the  services  of  the  Rev.  James  Bisset,  Baptist 
minister,  who  conducted  the  Sunday  afternoon  service.  "November  2nd, 
1837,  John  Oswald  Jackson,  son  of  Mr.  George  Jackson,  was  unanimously 
received  into  Church  fellowship." 

List  op  Pastors. 

William  Haworth,  1673—1703.  Charles  Maslem,  1805—1824. 

John  Gayse,  D.D.,  1706—1727.  Isaac  Anthony,  1825—1848. 

John  Saunders,  1728—1768.  John  Hay  Bowhay,  1848—1857. 

Nicholas  Phene,  1769—1773.  William  Spencer,  1858—1859. 

James  Kello,  1776—1781.  James  Wonnacott,  1860—1866. 

John  Crisp,  1781—1800.  William  Maneche,  1867—1872. 

Ebenezer  White,  1801.  Robert  E.  Forsaith,  1872—1882. 


HERTINGFORDBURY. 
Acres,  2,497 ;  pop.,  823 ;  value,  £604. 

Henry  Baywell  is  named  as  minister  of  this  parish  in  1576, 
and  is  described  as  corwi<matw%,  preacher.1  John  Scurfield  is 
named  side  by  side  with  him  at  Hertingfordbury,  perhaps  as 
curate,  and  he  certainly  was  the  next  rector  here.  He  signs 
the  transcript  register  in  1607  "John  Scurfield,  rector " ;  his 
name  appears  thus  still  in  1627,  and  he  was  buried  September 
19th,  1629.*    In  1614  he  gives  this  return,  "  Hertingfordbury, 

»  Lambeth  MSS.,  900.  Robert  Gyfford,  MJL,  and  Ann  Scur- 

*  "1629,  Johannes   Scourfield,  nuper  field,  married   29th  April.     The  Lady 

__ector    de   Hartingfordbury,    sepaltus  Alice  Butler,  vidua,  died  in  Hertingford- 

19th  September.  Robert  Kitson,  curate."  bury    September  1626,   but   buried   at 

!  folio?  *            '                                ""  **                                 ----- 


■  "1629,  Johannes   ttcourneld,  nuper  Held,  married   29th  April.     The  Lady 

Rector    de   Hartingfordbury,    sepaltus  Alice  Butler,  vidua,  died  in  Hertingford- 

19th  September.  Robert  Kitson,  curate."  bury    September  1626,   but   buried   at 

The  following  registers  are  noteworthy:  Heigham,    in    county    Bedford.      1625, 

"1610,  Robert  Mvnne,  Bon  of   Robert  Henry  Bird,  son.  of  Henry  Bird,  clerk, 

Mynne,  gent.,  baptized  23rd  July.    1622,  baptized  7th  December  [See  Harpendenl. 

Henry  Badger,  of  London,  and  Frances  1626,    Walter    Parkhurst    and    Ursula 

Stone,  married  30th  September.    1624,  Payee  married  5th  June.     1626,  Damo 
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1614.  Communicants,  200 ;  recusants,  none ;  value,  £11 108. Od.; 
John  Scurfield,  rector."  Again,  "  Easter,  1626.  Recusants, 
none.  All  received  the  Communion  thin  Easter.  John  Scur- 
field, rector."  Previous  to  his  death,  probably  from  1627,  he  had 
as  curate  Robert  Kitson,  who  was,  in  1626,  at  Wheathamstead 
and  Harpenden.  Upon  Scurfield's  death,  John  Brockett  was 
instituted,  October  12th,  1629 ;  and  four  months  after,  1629- 
30,  February  13th,  William  Buckner,  M.A.,  per  resig.  of 
John  Brockett.1  Again,  in  four  months,  there  was  a  change, 
and  on  June  9th,  1630,  Jonathan  Browne  was  appointed  per 
resig.  William  Buckner.  Walker 2  mentions  Jonathan  Browne, 
LL.D.,  as  sequestered  from  this  rectory.  But  an  inscription  in 
the  church  records,  M  Here  lyeth  the  body  of  Dr.  Jonathan 
Browne,  sometime  dean  of  Hereford  and  rector  of  this  parish, 
who  died  in  December  1643."  And  in  the  list  of  rectors  in 
Newcourt 8  we  find  the  name  of  Edward  Baynes  as  instituted 
"December  8th,  1643,  upon  the  death  of  Jonathan  Browne," 
indicating  that  he  retained  possession  of  this  rectory  till  his 
death.  He  was  an  eminent  man,  but  a  great  pluralist.  He 
was  Dean  of  Hereford,  and  this  he  held  to  the  end  of  his  life ; 
he  was  prebend  of  the  seventh  stall  in  Westminster,  and  he  was 
vicar  of  St.  Faith.  Newcourt  says  that  he  was  sequestered 
from  this  last  appointment,  and  Walker  adds  (without  giving 
us  his  authority)  that  he  was  deprived  "  because  he  had  given 
offence  to  godly  Mrs.  Charnock  by  bowing  towards  the  altar 
at  Whitehall/1  He  describes  him  as  an  admirable  plain  preacher, 
and  of  such  a  venerable  aspect,  that  as  he  passed  along  those 
who  reviled  his  brethren  reverenced  him.  He  was  rector  of 
Hertingfordbury  from  1630  to  his  death,  in  1643.  In  1636  he 
signs  the  transcript  register,  "  Jonathan  Browne,  rector  " ;  but 
afterwards  the  church  was  served  by  curates.    In  1637  William 

Lady  Anne  Harrington,  the  wife  of  Sir  Brockett.  clericus,  baptized  November 

William    Harrington,    Knight,    buried  6th.     Signed,   John    Brockett,    curate. 

14th   June.     162t>,  William    Downhall,  1681,  Christopher  Brockett,  son  of  John, 

Esq.,  buried  5th  September.    Mrs.  Anne  baptized  December  20th.    1634,  William 

Stratford,  wife  of  Mr.  John  Stratford,  Brockett    and  Jane    Mordant   married 

buried  18th  October,  1626,  per  me,  John  March  20th.    1634,  Edmund  Brockett, 

Scurfield,  rector;  Wm.  Dicky  ns,W.Sharn  son  of  John  Brockett,  clericus,  baptized 

brooke,  guardians.    1626-7,  Sir  William  September  11th  [See  Graveley].    1634, 

Harrington,  Knight,  buried  17th  Feb-  John  Milton,  son  of  William  and  Mary 

ruary.    1629,  Thomas,  *on  of  William  Milton,  baptized  October  5th. " 


Milton,   baptized  27th  May."— Records  *  Sufferings  of  the  Clergy,  ii.  84. 

"  the  Archdeaconry  of  Hunts  at  Hitckin. 
"  1629.  John  Brockett,  son  of  John 


of  the  Archdeaconry  of  Hunts  at  Hitchin.  s  Repertorium,  849,  926. 
~    *  '      Bro1     '              '  T  ' 
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j  Harte  signs  as   "curate,"  and  in   1640,  "Joshua  Andrews, 

curate,"  signs.1  Edward  Baynes,  who  succeeded  him  in  1643, 
was  parson  of  St.  Andrew's,  Hertford.  He  was  sequestered 
by  the  House  of  Commons  in  1644. 

"  May  7th,  1644,  the  rectory  of  Hertingfordbury  was  sequestered  from 
Edward  Baines  to  tiie  benefit  of  John  Green,  M.A.,  a  godly,  learned,  and 
orthodox  divine.8  The  Com11*  for  Plundered  Ministers  record,  4  August 
9th,  1045,  that  this  day  they  have  taken  into  serious  consideration  the 
reasons  preferred  by  Mr.  Green  why  he  should  not  pay  the  fifth  part  of 
the  profits  of  the  rectory  of  Hertingfordbury,  in  the  county  of  Hertford, 
sequestered  to  his  use,  to  Anne,  wife  of  Edward  Baines,  from  whom  the 
same  is  sequestered  according  to  the  order  of  this  Committee  of  August 
15th,  1644.  Notwithstanding  which  the  Committee  see  no  cause  why  he 
should  not  pay.''  On  May  13th  it  is  *  ordered  that  Mr.  Green  make  his 
personal  appearance,  and  the  churchwardens  are  authorised  to  set  a  value 
and  estimate  upon  the  said  fifth  part,  and  to  certify  the  same.'  On  May 
24th  it  is  '  ordered  that  the  Committee  sitting  at  Hertford  do  value  unto 
Mrs.  Baines  the  fifth  part  of  the  profits,  all  taxes  deducted.'  And  on  July 
21st,  1647,  upon  complaint  by  Mr.  Green,  to  whom  the  rectory  of  Hert- 
ingfordbury is  sequestered,  of  Anne,  the  wife  of  Edward  Baines,  from 
whom  the  said  rectory  is  sequestered,  that  besides  receiving  the  fifths,  she 
retains  the  parsonage  and  glebe  lands,  and  ref useth  to  leave,  it  is  '  ordered 
that  the  said  Mrs.  Baynes  do  make  her  appearance  before  this  Committee 
on  Saturday  next.'  '  July  24th,  1647.  This  Committee  require  her  to 
yield  and  give  up  to  Mr.  Green  quiet  and  peaceable  possession  of  the  said 
parsonage-house  and  all  glebe  lands.'"* 

John  Green  did  not  remain  much  longer  at  Hertingfordbury. 
Probably  Mrs.  Baynes  did  not  give  up  to  him  the  parsonage 
and  glebe.  The  presentment  of  the  Commissioners  to  inquire 
touching  church  livings  in  1650  contains  the  following  state- 
ment  as  to  Hertingfordbury:  "Oliver  North  and  William 
North  do  present  that  Mr.  Hickes  is  parson  of  Hertingford- 
bury, that  the  living  is  worth  £150,  and  that  it  is  a  seques- 
tration, and  one-fifth  of  the  income  is  paid  to  Mrs.  Baines."5 

1  "  1634,  John   Champniss,  rector  of  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  is  sequestered. 

Dig? well,  and   Martha    Cane,  married,  be  referred  to  the  Coin"e  of  Pari*  for  the 

c.  Bc,y  May  21st.    1638,  William  Harte,  said  county,  who  are  desired  to  examine 

curate,  and  Sarah  Browne,  married  De-  whether  the  said  Mrs.  Baynes  hath  given 

cember  5th.    1641,  Jane    Browne,  wife  unto  Mr.  Green,  to  whom  the  said  rectory 

of  Dr.  Jonathan  Browne,  was  buried  Sep-  is  sequestered,  the  possession  of  the  said 

tember  15th."  parsonage-house  and  glebe,  and  in  case 

*  Commons  Journals,  iii.  482.  she  hath  then  the    said  Comnc  are  de- 
3  B.M.  Add.  MSS.,  15,66V,  fol.  72,  131.  sired  to  see  that  the  fifths  due  unto  her, 

*  Add.  MSS.,  15,671,  foL  144.  "  August  together  with  all  arrears,  be  duly  paid." 
21st,  1647.    Ordered  that  the  petition  of  i  Lambeth  MSS.,  Survey,  1650,  No.  10 ; 
Anne,  the  wife  of  Edward  Baynes,  from  Lands.  MSS.,  B.M.,  459. 
whom  the  rectory  of  Hertingfordbury, 
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Edward  Hickes  was  the  son  of  John  Hickes,  minister  of 
Barrington,  in  Gloucestershire;  born  in  1624,  he  became  a 
student  in  Oriel  College,  Oxford,  in  1639,  aged  fifteen  years; 
left  when  the  war  began,  and  sided  with  the  Parliament; 
returned  to  his  house  after  the  war  ended,  and  took  the 
degree  of  M.A.  in  1649.  He  then  became  minister  of  Herting- 
fordbury,  and  remained  here  until  the  Restoration,  when  he 
was  ejected  to  make  way  for  the  old  incumbent,  Edward 
Baynes.  He  was  made  D.D.  in  1660,  and  conforming,  was 
appointed  rector  of  St.  Margaret  Pattens,  London,  May  11th, 
1661.1  In  1667,  June  27th,  he  was  admitted  rector  of  Buck- 
land,  Herts,  and  died  February  13th,  1682-3,  holding  both 
livings  till  his  death.  Rennet  gives  a  letter  from  Humfreys, 
bishop  of  Sarum,  who  writes,  "  What  is  here  said  (by  Anthony 
k  Wood)  of  Dr.  Edward  Hickes  may  be  true  for  aught 
I  know;  but  this  I  can  say,  having  occasion  to  be  often  at 
his  house  towards  his  latter  end,  I  understood  that  he  had 
been  a  captain  of  horse  in  Charles  I.'s  army,  and  I  have 
heard  him  tell  how' the  fanatics  had  like  to  have  knocked  out 
his  brains  as  he  was  going  to  preach  (I  think  about  Oliver's 
time),  by  a  log  of  wood  which  they  had  contrived  to  fall  with 
opening  the  pulpit  door."  This  (if  true)  must  have  occurred 
at  Hertingfordbury.2 

Edward  Baynes,  upon  his  death  in  1669,  was  succeeded, 

October  6th,  by  Richard  Clarke ;  and  in  1670  "  Francis  Price, 

curate,"  signs  the  transcript  register.     The  following  is  a  list 

of  the  rectors,  1576—1670:— 

1576.  Henry  Bay  well.  1640.  Joshua  Andrews,  curate. 

John  Scurfield,  curate.  1643.  Edward  Baynes. 

1607.  John  Scurfield.  1644.  John  Green,  M.A. 

1629.  John  Brockett.  1649.  Edward  Hickes,  M.A. 

1630.  William  Buckner,  M.A.  1660.  Edward  Baynes.  restored. 
1630.  Jonathan  Browne,  LL.D.  1669.  Richard  Clarke. 

1637.  William  Harte,  curate.  1670.  Francis  Price,  curate. 

In  1662,  October  12th,  Timothy  Presson,  of  Hertingfordbury, 
was   presented   for    not    paying   his  church-rate.      Timothy 

1  Newcourt,  Repertorium,  i.  409.  cated  by  the   author  to  Sir  Nicholas 

a  Kennet,  Reguter  446.    Hickes  pub-  Miller,  Kt.,  High  Sheriff  of  Hertford- 

lished  a  sermon  entitled,  "  The  Righteous  phire,  and  his  epistle  is  dated  at  Buck- 

Judge,  preached    at   Hertford  Assizes,  land,  March  29th,  1682.  a  year  before  his 

lOthMarch,  1681-2,  on  Gen.  xviii.  25,  last  death. 

part.    London,  1682,  4to."    It  is  dedi- 
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Fresson  again,  and  Thos.  Burley,  of  Hertingfordbury,  were 
presented  in  1662  for  not  coming  to  church.1 

In  1674  Thos.  Field  and  Francis  Wildman,  guardians  of 
Hertingfordbury,  were  summoned  for  neglect  of  duty. 

The  following  are  the  only  records  that  we  have  discovered 
of  the  places  of  meeting  certified  in  this  parish  by  Protestant 
Dissenters  for  Divine  worship : — 

1.  "  We  whose  names  are  underwritten,  being  Protestant  subjects,  have 
set  apart  the  house  of  Abraham  Andrews,  of  East  End  Green,  in  the 
parish  of  Hertingfordbury,  for  public  worship,  and  desire  the  same  may 
be  registered,  etc.  May  28th,  1788.  Abraham  Andrews,  Thos.  Wyment, 
Wm.  Cole,  Wm.  Wooding." 

2.  "  The  dwelling-house  and  premises  of  George  Aldridge  certified  as  a 
place  of  religious  worship  for  Protestant  Dissenters  on  March  20th,  1811 
by  Samuel  and  Thos.  Sherwood,  Robert  Day,  Benj.  Isaac/' 


ST.  MARGARETS,  or  STANSTEAD  THELE. 
Acres,  890 ;  pop.,  96  ;  value,  £6. 

This  living  is  a  donative — i.e.,  as  Chauncy  stops  to  explain, 
it  is  given  direct  by  the  patron  to  whom  he  likes,  without  any 
intervening  permission,  induction,  or  appointment  from  the 
archdeacon  or  bishop.  In  this  parish  lived  and  died  Edward 
Cressett,  one  of  the  triers  appointed  in  1654.2 

No  list  has  come  down  to  us  of  the  successive  rectors  of 
this  parish,  but  in  a  list  of  the  towns  and  clergy  assessed  for 
Ship  Money,  1636,  Mr.  Barnett  is  named  at  St.  Margarets.8 
In  1650  Christopher  Scrimsby  presents  that "  William  Graves, 
a  profitable  minister  chosen  by  the  parish,  officiated ;  that  he 
was  allowed  £20  salary,  and  that  this  was  not  certain,  but 
resting  only  on  a  verbal  promise  of  the  impropriator.  It 
is  added  in  this  report  that  St.  Margaret's,  or  Stanstead 
Thele,  is  one  of  the  most  ancient  parishes  in  the  county.4     On 

1  Acta,  Archdeaconry  of  Huntingdon  ried   Mary,   daughter    and    co-heir   of 

at  Hitchin.  James    Marshall,  of  London,  Esq.,   by 

*  Hanbnry's  Memorials  of  the  Indepen-  whom  he  had  issue  eight  sons  and  two 

dent*%  iii.  423.    The  following  inscription  daughters — viz.,  Edward,  James,  John, 

is  given  by  Chauncy  (ed.  1826,  vol.  i.,  Thomas,    Zephaniah,    James,    Joseph, 

p.  6G0)  :  "Here  lieth  interred  the  body  Peregrine.  Mary,  Pelerina." 

of  Edward  Cresset,  of  this  parish,  Esq.  *  S.  P.O.,  Domestic, Charles  I.,  vol.  861, 

He  died  the  third  of  December,  1605  No.  84.    A  copy  of  this  list  has  been 

[Mr.  Cussans  gives  it  30th  December,  lent  me  by  Mr.  Cussans. 

1663],  aged  sixty-three  years.    He  mar-  4  Lambeth  MSS.,  Survey  of  1650,  No.  10. 
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September  1st,  1654,  an  augmentation  of  £50  a  year  was 
voted  to  the  minister  of  St.  Margarets,  in  the  county  of 
Hertford.1  William  Graves  left  St.  Margaret's  in  1656,  and 
removed  to  Little  Munden,  where  he  was  ejected  in  1662. 
He  was  followed  at  St.  Margaret's  by  John  Norcott,  and  on 
April  16th,  1657,  it  is  ordered  that  the  yearly  sum  of  £50  be 
paid  to  Mr.  John  Norcott,  minister  of  St.  Margaret's.2  John 
Norcott  appears  to  have  been  supplanted  in  1662  by  Thomas 
Westrowe,  a  young  man  who  conformed,  and  died  here  Sep- 
tember 12th,  1675,  aged  thirty -four  years ;  and  who  is  described 
on  his  tomb  as  ••  a  singular  example  of  piety,  integrity,  and 
humanity."3  William  Hawlin  was  minister  here  in  1666, 
and  still  in  1678,  and  Richard  Skingle  in  1686.  The  fol- 
lowing is  a  list  of  the  Ministers  : — 

1636.  Mr.  Barnett.  1662.  Thomas  Westrow. 

1650.  William  Graves.  1666.  William  Hawlin. 

1656.  John  Norcott  (Nonconformist).        1686.  Richard  Skingle.4 

The  lists  of  places  certified  to  the  Archdeacon  of  Middlesex 
for  religious  worship  under  the  Toleration  Act  we  have  not 
been  able  to  find.  The  following  occurs  in  the  lists  of  places 
certified  at  Quarter  Sessions : — 

'"96,  St.  Margaret's,  a  place  of  Meeting  for  Protestant  Dissenters 
certified  by  Rebecca  Tidd,  St.  Margaret's.    Midsummer  Sessions.  1700." 

STAPLEFORD. 
Acres,  1,319 ;  pop.,  200 ;  value.  £360. 

John  Stukly  was  rector  of  this  parish  about  1576,  and  is 
described  as  ItabUis  ad  concionandum.9  In  1610  he  sent  the 
following  report  to  the  Archdeacon  of  Huntingdon :  "  1610, 
Stapleford.  No  recusants;  communicants,  55;  value  in  the 
King's  book,  £8  8*. ;  patron,  Edm.  Lynd,  yeoman ;  Jo.  Stukly, 
M.A.,  rector;  Geo.  Pagett,  churchwarden."  In  1627,  "April 
19th,  touching  the  112th  Canon,6  for  non-communicants   at 

1  S.  P.  O.  Domestic,  Interregnum,  1654.  every  parish  church  and  chapel,  shall 
8  Lambeth  MSS.,  Augmentation*,  993.  yearly,  within  forty  days  after  Easter, 
8  Cbauncy  as  before,  i.  55.  exhibit  to  the  bishop,  of  his  chancellor, 
4  Acta  of  the  Archdeaconry  of  Middle-  the  names  and  surnames  of  all  the  parish- 
sex,  at  Chelmsford.  ioners,  as  well  men  as  women,  which 
a  Lambeth  MSS.,  900.  being  of  the  age  of  sixteen  years  re- 
6  CXII.    Non-communicants  at  Easter  ceived  not   the  communion  at    Easter 
to  be  presented.    "  The  minister,  church-  before.' ' 
wardens,  quest-men,  and  assistants  of 
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Easter  we  have  none  to  present ;  John  Stuke,  minister ;  Wm. 
Fitzjohn,  Edw.  Lilly,  churchwardens."  In  1629,  "  Christened 
none ;  maryed  none.  Old  Pym,  an  almes  man,  deaf  and  blind, 
was  buried  April  26th,  1629;  John  Stukly,  minister."  In 
1633,  "  Nothiog  to  be  presented  touching  ye  112th  Canon  for 
non-communicants  at  Easter;  Jo.  Stukly,  minister." x  In 
1634-5  John  Stukly  died,  and  was  succeeded  by  "  William 
Strayearne,  minister,"  as  he  signs  himself  in  1635.  William 
Strayearne  was  here  for  twenty-nine  years,  and  complied  with 
the  changes  of  the  times.  He  signed  the  petition  of  Herts 
ministers  in  1646  "for  government  according  to  our  Cove- 
nant" In  1649  he  acquiesced  in  the  Engagement  In  1650 
"  Edmund  Larkin  and  Thomas  Randall,  jurors  for  the  Com- 
missioners, presented  that  Mr.  William  Treherne  is  parson  at 
Stapleford ;  the  value  of  the  living  being  then  £70." 2  And 
in  1662  he  conformed,  and  continued  parson  till  his  death  in 
1664.  In  1672  the  transcript  of  registers  runs  thus:  "There 
have  been  noe  christenings,  marriages,  nor  burials  from  1672 
till  Michaelmas  1673  in  the  parish  of  Stapleford.  W.  Brad- 
bury, rector ;  Thomas  Randall,  senior,  churchwarden."  In 
1674  Thomas  Randall,  of  Stapleford,  was  among  the  guardians 
summoned  before  the  Archdeacon  for  neglect  of  duty.3  In 
1677-8  David  Williams  was  appointed  rector  per  mortem 
ult.  vie.     The  following  is  a  list  of  the  rectors,  1576 — 1662 : — 

1576.  John  Stukly.  1H64.  William  Bradbury. 

1633.  William  Strayearne.  1677-8.  David  Williams. 

TKWLW 
Acres,  2.G15 ;  pop.,  530  ;  value,  £470. 

Thomas  Montford,  who  graduated  D.D.  at  Oxford  1588, 
held  this  rectory  for  many  years.  He  was  son  of  John 
Montford  (or  Mountfort)  of  the  city  of  Norwich,  and  was 
prebend  of  Harleston,  prebend  of  Westminster,  and  residen- 
tiary of  St.  Paul's.  He  was  a  friend  of  Whitgift's,  and  was 
appointed  by  him  to  preach  at  the  dedication  of  the  hospital 
founded  by  him  at  Croydon;  the  Archbishop  also  absolved 

1  Acta,  Archdeaconry  of  Huntingdon  a  Lambeth  "M.SS.,  Surrey,  No.  10;  Lans- 

at  Hitchin.  downe  MS&,  459,  fol.  108. 

3  Acta  as  before. 
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him  from  suspension  for  having  illegally  performed  the  cere- 
mony of  marriage.1  He  died  in  London,  February  27th,  1632, 
and  was  buried  in  the  chancel  of  the  church  at  Tewin.  He 
left  behind  him  two  sons  in  the  ministry,  John  Montford,  DJX, 
rector  of  Anstey,  in  Herts,  and  James  Montford,  also  D.D. ; 
for  Walker  thus  describes  him,  and  says  that  he  succeeded 
his  father  in  the  rectory  of  Tewin,  but  was  "  turned  out  by 
the  House  of  Commons  about  July  1643,  who,  at  the  same 
time,  thrust  one  Dixie  into  the  living/' 

The  character  of  this  James  Montford  is  thus  given  in  the 
Century:  "24.  The  benefice  of  James  Mountford,  of  the 
parish  of  Tewing,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  is  sequestered, 
for  that  he  hath  refused  to  deliver  the  Sacrament  to  his 
parishioners,  not  coming  up  to  the  railes,  though  some  of 
them  begged  it  with  tears ;  and  openly  reviled  them  for  not 
conforming  to  that  superstitious  innovation,  calling  them 
doggs,  rogues,  and  beggers,  and  presented  them  to  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Court  for  the  same,  to  their  great  damage  and 
vexation ;  and  hath  published  in  his  church  the  Book  of  Sport* 
on  the  Lord's  Day,  and  commended  the  same ;  and  bath  pub- 
lickly  in  his  sermons  affirmed  that  preaching  is  not  necessary 
for  the  sanctification  of  the  Sabbath,  and  that  the  Sabbath  was 
made  for  ministers  to  rest  in  as  well  as  for  the  people ;  and  that 
laymen  ought  not  to  meddle  with  the  Scriptures,  but  must 
beleeve  as  the  Church  beleeves,  which  Church  he  made  to  be 
Archbishops  and  Bishops.  And  the  railes  being  removed,  he 
placed  formes  instead  of  them,  making  the  people  kneele  at 
them  to  receive  the  Lord's  Supper.  And  hath  preached  that 
if  the  King  should  set  up  flat  idolatry  we  ought  to  submit,"  etc.2 

James  Montford  was  followed  by  Y.  Dixe,  as  he  signs 
himself  in  the  petition  of  the  Hertfordshire  ministers  in  1646, 
praying  "that  government  may  be  established  according 
to  our  Covenant."     It  appears  from  the  following  minutes 

1  After  his  submission    and    earnest  house  of  the  'said  Ear],  jet  according  to 

desire  Whitgift  absolved  him  **  1601  for  the  form  of  the  public  prayers,  and  for 

a  clandestine  marriage  of  Edward,  Earl  which  he  was  suspended  for  three  years, 

of  Hertford,  and  Frances  Pranel  (the  But    he  being  sensible  of  his  offence 

widow  and  relict  of  Henry  Pranel,  Eso^.,  humbly  prayed  the  Archbishop  to  provide 

now  Countess  of  Hertford),  out  of  their  for  him  some  remedy,  and  he  did  absolve 

parish  church  without  asking  the  banns,  him  from  the  said  sentence  of  suspen- 

and  without  licence  or  dispensation  on  sion." — 8trype's  Whitgift,  iL  463, 454. 

that   behalf    obtained,  in    the    private  *  White's  Century,  p.  10. 
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of  the  Committee  for  Plundered  Ministers,  that  James  Mont- 
ford's  family  were  allowed  the  one-fifth  part  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  rectory  : — 

"  December  13th,  1645.  Whereas  this  Com1**  have  by  their  order  of 
March  1st,  1643,  secured  £13  6*.  Sd.  to  and  for  the  use  and  maintenance 
of  the  wife  and  family  of  James  Mountfort,  from  whom  the  rectory  of 
Tewing  is  sequestered,  out  of  the  profits  of  the  said  rectory,  by  quarterly 
payments,  and  the  said  Mrs.  Mountfort  is  since  deceased,  it  is  ordered 
that  the  said  allowance  be  continued  to  the  children  of  the  saide  Mr. 
Mountfort,  and  that  the  said  be  paid  from  time  to  time  unto  them." ! 
"August  31st,  1646.  Upon  the  humble  petition  of  James  Mountfort, 
from  whom  the  rectorie  of  Tewing,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  is  seques- 
tered, it  is  ordered  that  Mr.  Dix,  to  whom  the  said  rectorie  is  sequestered, 
do  pay  unto  the  children  of  the  said  Mr.  Mountfort  the  £13  6«.  Sd.  a  year 
for  their  maintenance,  according  to  the  order  of  this  Comtee  of  the  13th 
December  last ;  in  default  whereof  it  is  ordered  that  the  said  rectorie  do 
this  Com*0  desire  the  Com*66  of  Parliament  for  the  said  county  sitting  at 
stand  sequestered  from  him  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  fifth  part ;  and 
Hertford  to  see  this  order  duly  executed."2 

In  1650  "  Edward  North  doth  present  that  Mr.  Henky 
Rainsford  is  parson  of  Tewing,  and  that  the  value  of  the 
rectory  is  £110.     Signed,  Edward  North,3  Joseph  Graye." 

Henry  Rainsford  died  here  soon  after  the  above-named  date. 
He  was  buried  at  Tewin  February  12th,  1651-2.  He  was 
succeeded  by  Fulk  Tudor,  who  was  made  D.D.  by  Charles  II. 's 
command  to  the  University  of  Cambridge  in  1660.  Tudor's 
wife  died  in  1659,  and  having  conformed  in  1662,  he  remained 
here  till  his  death  in  1688,  in  his  sixty-seventh  year.4 

In  1674*  the  penal  laws  were  enforced  against  some  Non- 
conformists in  this  parish  ;  their  names  were  Saml.  and  Catha- 
rine Pryor,  of  Tewing,  also  Maria  Pryor,  "  for  not  coining  to 

«  Add.  MSB.,  16,069,  fol.  527.  10th  of  June,  Anno  Domini  1G50,  leaving 

*  Calamy  names  a  Mr.  Dixy  in  Leicee-  behind  him  one  only  sonne,  by  Joan,  his 

tershire,  "  who  lived  and  died  a  Noncon-  first  wife,  daughter  of  William  Potter, 

formist,  though  not  at  any  fixed  place.  of  Essendon,  in  this  county,  gentleman  " 


at  Bartholomew  Day,  1602."  "  Here  lyeth  the  body  of  Edward  North, 

*  Lambeth  MSS.,  Surrey,  No.  x.    The  late  of  Me  rede  n,  in  this  parish,  Esq.,  who 

following  inscriptions  refer  to  the  family  left  behind  him,  by  his  only  wife,  Mary, 

of  Edward  North  : — "Here  lyeth  buried  the  daughter  of  John  Roberts,  of  Canter- 

the  body  of  George  North,  the  son  of  bury,  Kt.,  one  son  and  three  daughters. 

Edward 'North,  the  elder  of  this  parish,  He  died  the  1st,  and  was  buried  the  10th, 

by  his  second  wife  Ellen,  daughter  of  of  May,  1653."    He  thus  died  very  soon 

William  King,  of  Little  Munden.  in  this  after  signing  the  above  report.     Joseph 

countie,  gentleman.    He  dyed  the  19th  Grave  probably  belonged  to  Bengeo. 

of  March,  Anno  Domini  1649."     "Here  4  Kennet,  Rerjister,  285 ;  Clutterbuck, 

lyeth  the  body  of  Edward  North,  late  of  ii.,  p.  22ti. 
this  parish,  gentleman.    He  dyed  the 
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church."  M  John  Hooker,  W.  Treherne,  and  Catharine  Treherne, 
Thos.  Smart,  J.  Welsh,  Richd.  Hankin  for  refusing  to  come." 
On  September  5th,  167G,  the  guardians,  John  Odoway  and 
W.  Bigg,  of  Tewing,  also  John  Hodson,  were  presented  for 
neglect  of  duty. 

Fulk  Tudor  was  succeeded  in  1688  by  George  Stanhope,  a 
voluminous  writer,  and  chiefly  known  by  his  Boyle  lectures. 
He  was  born  at  Hertisham,  Derbyshire,  1659-60;  was  edu- 
cated first  at  Uppingham,  then  at  Eton ;  graduated  at  Kings 
College,  Cambridge,  and  having  held  the  rectory  from  1688  to 
1702,  was  made  Dean  of  Canterbury.  He  died  March  18th, 
1727-8,  in  his  sixty-eighth  year.1  The  following  is  a  list  of  the 
vicars,  1576—1662:— 

1576.  Thomas  Montford.  1  *'>"><».  Henry  Kainsford. 

1632.  James  Montford,  D.D.  16.V2.  Fulk  Tudor,  D.D..  conformed  : 

1644.  Y.  Dixe.  ob.  1688. 

The  following  occur  in  the  list  of  places  registered  for  Pro- 
testant Dissenters  at  Tewin  after  the  passing  of  the  Toleration 
Act,  1688  :— 

1.  "  To  the  Archdeacon  of  Huntingdon.  These  are  to  oertifie  (accord- 
ing to  an  Act  of  Pari1  in  that  case  provided)  that  a  congregation  of 
Protestant  Dissenters  doe  intend  to  meete  for  religious  worshipping  God 
at  the  house  of  Edward  Greene,  in  the  parish  of  Tewin.  Witness  our 
hands  the  25th  November,  1706,  John  Gray,  Dan.  Nash,  Ralph  Beade, 
John  Wilshere,  Thos.  Coulson,  John  Carnfield.  Reg.  20th  December. 
1706." 

2.  "  These  are  to  oertifie  that  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters 
doe  intend  to  meet  for  religious  worshipping  God  at  the  house  of  John 
Gray,  in  the  parish  of  Tewin.  May  17th,  1707.  Wm.  Bockett,  Edw. 
Greene,  Tho.  Coulson,  Tho.  Pampilon.    Reg.  11th  November,  1707." 

3.  "  We  ....  desire  that  a  dwelling-house  now  in  the  occupation  of 
Mr.  Thos.  Ribright,  of  the  parish  of  Tewin,  optician,  be  registered  as  a 
place  of  meeting  for  a  congregation  of  his  Majesty's  Protestant  subjects 
dissenting  from  the  Church  of  England  for  the  publick  worship  of  Almighty 
God,  pursuant,  etc.  8th  June,  1772.  Thos.  Ribright,  Thos.  Young,  Wm. 
Rackstraw,  Thos.  Plows,  Benj.  Young.,, 

1  Cole's  Collection*,  vol.  xvi.,  p.  51;  Add.  MS8.,  5,817. 
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WORMLEY. 
Acres,  940 ;  pop.,  734 ;  value,  £237. 

In  1576  the  name  of  Tristram  Moore,  B.A,  occurs  as 
preacher  here,  and  is  described  as  one  who  knows  Latin  (latime 
intelligit).  The  parish  belonged  to  the  diocese  of  London. 
Xewcourt  tells  us  that  in  the  year  1597  a  petition  was  pre- 
sented by  the  rector  of  this  parish  (probably  Csesar  Walpole) 
and  the  inhabitants  to  Dr.  Richard  Bancroft,  Bishop  of  London, 
setting  forth,  by  way  of  complaint,  that  they  were  very  much 
harassed  and  vexed  by  citations  and  excommupications  from 
the  courts,  as  well  of  Richard  Stanhope,  LL.D.,  vicar-general 
and  principal  officer  of  the  said  Bishop,  as  also  of  Robert 
Whittle,  MA.,  commissary  in  the  parts  of  Essex  and  Hertford- 
shire, each  of  them  pretending  to  the  jurisdiction  of  this  parish 
in  spiritual  matters.  The  said  Bishop,  in  the  presence  of  them 
both,  continued  the  jurisdiction  to  his  vicar-general  and  his- 
successors,  March  8th,  1597.  It  seems  that  the  two  families 
of  Tooke  and  Purvey  appointed  the  rector  of  this  parish  alter- 
nately. Upon  his  wife's  grave  (1598)  Walter  Tooke  put  in 
Latin  an  inscription,  "Death  to  me  is  gain,  for  Thou,  0  Christ, 
art  my  salvation."  And  the  tomb  of  William  Purvey,  who 
had  married  Dorothy  Denny,  describes  him  as  "  a  good  bene- 
factor, who  provided  both  for  the  better  maintenance  of  poor 
scholars  in  Cambridge,  the  poor  of  this  parish,  and  the  preach- 
ing of  the  Gospel  in  this  church."    He  died  August  23rd,  1617. 

In  1630  Ralph  and  Thos.  Tooke  presented  the  advowson  ot 
this  church  to  Robert  Lovelace,  who  signs  the  petition  of 
Hertfordshire  ministers  in  1646,  praying  for  the  establishment 
of  government  according  to  our  solemn  league  and  covenant, 
showing  that  he  had  taken  the  covenant  and  was  using  the 
directory.  His  signature  is  second  in  the  list.  The  name  of 
one  Ridtard  Miles,  of  Wormley,  occurs  among  those  who  will 
not  pay  ship-money  in  1637,  and  it  is  further  stated  that  he  is 
gone  to  New  England.1 

Lovelace  was  parson  of  this  parish  forty-three  years.  He 
was  nephew  to  Richard  Lovelace,  who  left  him  (when  vicar 
of  Standon)  all  his  lands  here  and  in  Cheshunt,  "  upon  con- 

1  S.P.  O.,  Charles  I.,  Domestic,  1(16. 
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dition  that  every  quarter  of  the  year  after  his  death  there 
should  be  a  sermon  preached  by  some  sufficient  minister  in 
the  church  of  Wormley,  for  the  advancing  of  God's  most  glorious 
name,  and  for  the  edifying  and  comfort  of  those  resorting 
thereunto/'  which  said  four  sermons  were  to  continue  for  ever, 
and  he  willed  that  his  said  nephew  should  give  for  each  of  the 
said  sermons  ten  shillings.1  In  the  report  of  the  Commissioners 
to  inquire  concerning  Church  Livings  in  1650,"  John  Bachelor 
and  Jeremy  Sparkes  do  present  that  Mr.  Lovelace  is  parson 
of  Wormley,  that  the  house  and  tithes  aite  worth  £30  per 
annum.  There  is  an  annuity  of  £20  per  annum  for  twenty 
sermons  to  be  preached  in  the  parish  of  Wormley,  but  whether 
annexed  to  the  return  we  know  not.  There  is  another  annuity 
of  forty  shillings  per  annum  granted  out  of  a  copyhold  estate, 
but  whether  it  be  legal  or  annexed  to  the  return  we  know  not, 
it  being  granted  for  four  sermons  to  be  preached  in  the  parish 
aforesaid."2 

The  following  order  shows  the  esteem  in  which  Mr.  Lovelace 
was  held  during  the  Protectorate : — 

"  March  24th,  1655.  Ordered  that  the  yearly  sum  of  £20  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  graunted  to  the  minister  of  Wormley,  in  the  county  of 
Hertford,  for  increase  of  his  maintenance,  His  Highness  and  Councell 
having  approved  of  the  said  grant.  And  that  the  same  be  from  time  to 
time  paid  unto  Mr.  Robert  Lovelace,  minister  of  Wormley,  aforesaid 
(approved  according  to  the  ordinance  for  the  approbation  of  publique 
preachers),  out  of  the  rents  and  profitts  of  the  impropriate  rectory  of 
Hemetead,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  to  be  acoompted  from  the  1st  January, 
1655,  and  to  be  from  time  to  time  continued  and  paid  unto  him  for  such 
time  as  he  shall  continue  to  discharge  the  duty  of  the  minister  of  the  said 
place,  or  until  further  order  of  the  said  trustees.  And  Mr.  Francis  Church, 
reef,  is  hereby  appointed  to  pay  the  same  unto  him  accordingly,  pro- 
vided that  this  order  be  first  entered  with  the  auditor.  Jo.  Thorowgood, 
Edw.  Cressett,  Edw.  Hopkins.  Ri.  Sydenham,  Jo.  Humfrey.,,» 

The  following  is  a  list4  of  the  rectors  here,  1573 — 1673 : — 

1573.  Tristram  Moore,  B.A.  1610.  George  Darrell,  S.T.P. 

1587.  Caesar  Walpole,  A.M.  1630.  Robert  Lovelace. 

1598.  Tho.  Field.  1673.  John  Freeman,  per  mart. 

1599.  Rob.  Newell.  Lovelace. 

»  Clutterbuck,  ii.  240.  *  Lambeth  M8S.,  Augmentations,  972, 

»  Lambeth  MSS.,  Survey,  vol.  x.  fol.  438. 

4  See  Newcourt,  Bepertorium,  i,  914. 


HERTFORD.]  WORMLEY.  559 

Richard  Wollaston,  who  was  gun-founder  to  Oliver  Cromwell, 
purchased  half  the  manor  of  Wormley  about  1656.  He  was 
commonly  called  Major  Wollaston,  and  resided  in  his  chamber 
at  Gray's  Inn.  "  He  was  a  person  of  good  ability  and  great 
estate,  and  by  persuasion  an  Anabaptist  (I  think,  or  very  near 
it),  and  one  that  was  frequently  troubled  with  indictments 
and  informations  for  not  going  to  church,  or  for  going  to  con- 
venticles, by  Sir  Henry  Wroth,  the  Lord  Fenshaw,  etc.  He 
gave  very  valuable  sums  of  money  to  buy  Bibles  and  other 
good  books.  He  died  24th  May,  1690,  and  was  buried  at 
Wormley."! 

In  1662,  Henry  Spark  was  fined  for  absenting  himself  from 
Divine  service.  In  1667,  Robert  Tapps,  John  Lovell,  Henry 
Sparke,  James  Higgins,  for  not  receiving  the  Holy  Communion 
at  Easter  last  past.  In  1684,  Contra  Matt.  Ditch,  for  not 
coming.3 

Sir  Benjamin  Maddox  (or  Mattox),  of  Wormley,  was  "a 
violent  persecutor  of  the  Dissenters  in  the  reigns  of  Charles  II. 
and  James  II.,  sometimes  alone,  and  sometimes  in  conjunction 
with  Sir  Henry  Wroth  and  his  club.  And  not  to  separate 
these  persecutors  of  Hertfordshire,  we  mention  Major  Harrison, 
of  Ball  (Ball's  Park),  a  most  furious  man  against  the  English 
interest  and  the  Dissenters,  whom  he  disturbed  at  Theobalds 
and  elsewhere.  In  1665  Sir  Henry  Wroth,  of  Durrants,  went 
with  a  party  of  soldiers,  apprehending  a  conventicle  in  a  house 
in  Theobalds'  Park,  where  Anthony  Palmer  was  preaching, 
but  escaped."3 

The  following  is  the  only  notice  we  have  discovered  of  the 
Nonconformists  in  the  parish : —  • 

u  No.  1993.  A  building  at  Wormley  registered  for  Divine  worship  for 
the  Huntingtomans,  by  J.  K.  Foster,  Wormley,  7th  September,  1838."4 

1  Dr.   Williams*   Lib.,    MSS.,  Miscel-  8  Dr.    Williams'  Lib.,   MSS.,  Afiscel- 

lanitM.     R.  M. — L.  lani^  fol.  89. 

*  Ada,  Archdeaconry  of  Middlesex,  at  4  Lists  of  places  of  meeting  registered 

Chelmsford.  in   the    diocese  of   London,  G.  R.  0., 

Somerset  House. 


OLD  TllEE  IS  WALKERS  PARK  {from  "  Cussans's  Hertfordshire  "). 


IV. — HUNDRED  OF  BROADWATER. 

I^HE  twenty-four  parishes  included  in  this  hundred  belonged 
all  of  them  to  the  Archdeacomy  of  Huntingdon  and  the 
diocese  of  Lincoln. 

ASTOX. 
Acres,  2,052 ;  pop.,  572 ;  value  £380. 

William  Boteler,  M.A.,  ad  concionandum  habilis,  was 
rector  here  in  1575.  He  was  followed  by  John  Gamon,  who 
was  "parson"  here  in  1609,  and  remained  till  his  death  in 
1628.1  John  Burnapp,  before  curate  at  Benington,  was  insti- 
tuted to  this  living  in  1629  by  the  Protestant  Bishop  Williams, 
and  he  remained  here  twenty-nine  years  till  his  death.  He 
accepted  the  Solemn  League  and  Covenant,  and  signed  the 
petition  of  Hertfordshire  ministers  in  favour  of  the  esta- 
blishment of  Presbyterian  government  in  1646.  About  this 
date  Edwards,  in  his  Gangrcena?  writes,  "There  are   four 

1  "  Mr.  John  Gamon.  parson  of  Aston,  the  King's  book ;  patron.  Sir  Robt.  Bot- 

buried  December  81st,  1628."    Register  teler ;  communicants,  140 ;  no  recusants." 

Transcript  at  Hitchin,  where  is  the  fol-  2  Part  III.,  p.  81. 
lowing  return  for  1614  :  "  Value,  £26  in 
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famous  preachers  in  Hertfordshire — one  Rice,  the  tinker  of 
Aston."  The  name  of  Rice  occurs  in  the  registers  of  the  parish 
frequently.1  In  1650  the  Commissioners  to  inquire  into  the 
state  of  Church  livings  report  (as  presented  by  John  Hatton, 
of  Aston)  that  this  is  a  parsonage  presentation  worth  £120 
per  annum,  and  that  Mr.  John  Burnapp  was  then  the  minister. 
Buraapp  was  buried  at  Aston  13th  April,  1653,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Isaac  Craven,  who  came  from  Ware,  having  taken 
the  engagement  and  changed  with  the  changing  times.  He 
took  part  in  the  funeral  service  for  Thomas  Hassall,  of  Am  well 
Magna,  and  preached  the  funeral  sermon  from  Gen.  xxxv.  29. 
He  died  at  Aston  in  November  1660,  and  was  succeeded  by 
Marmaduke  James.2 

The  following  is  the  official  record  of  Isaac  Craven's  appoint- 
ment : — 

"Aston  Rectory,  Isaac  Craven,  April  10th,  1653,  certified  by  Tho. 
Allein,  Tho.  Lavender,  John  Rothwell,  Jo.  Sheffield  of  London,  Jo.  Legate 
of  Barnham.  Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  the  26th  day  of  April, 
in  the  year  1654,  there  was  exhibited  to  the  Committee  for  approbation 
of  public  preachers  a  presentation  of  Isaac  Craven,  MA.,  to  the  rectory 
of  Aston,  made  to  him  by  Philip  Boteler,  Esq.,  the  patron  thereof,  together 
with  a  testimony  on  the  behalf  of  the  said  Isaac  Craven,  of  his  holy  and 
good  conversation.  Upon  perusal  and  due  consideration  of  the  premisses 
and  finding  him  to  be  a  person  qualified  as  in  and  by  the  ordinance  for 
such  approbation  is  required,  the  Commissioners  above  mentioned  have 
adjudged  and  approved  the  said  Isaac  Craven  to  be  a  fit  person  to  preach 
the  Gospel,  and  have  granted  him  admission  and  do  admit  the  said  Isaac 
Craven  to  the  rectory  of  Aston  aforesaid,  to  be  full  and  perfect  possessor 
and  incumbent  thereof.  And  do  hereby  signify  to  all  persons  concerned 
therein  that  he  is  hereby  intituled  to  the  profitts  and  perquisites  and  all 
rights  and  dues  incident  and  belonging  to  the  said  rectory  as  fully  and 
effectually  as  if  he  had  been  instituted  and  inducted  according  to  any 
such  laws  and  customs  as  have  in  this  case  formerly  been  made,  had,  or 
used  in  this  realm.  In  witness  whereof  they  have  caused  the  common 
seal  to  be  hereunto  affixed,  and  the  same  to  be  attested  by  the  hand  of 
the  register  by  his  Highness  in  that  behalf  appointed.  Dated  at  Whitehall 
the  tenth  day  of  May,  1654;'  • 

1  **  John  Rice  and  M.  Kent  were  mar-  1641.  Thomas,  son  of  John  Rice,  buried 
ried  October  18th,  1631.  William,  son  of  August  30th,  1641." 
John  Rice,  was  buried  May  7th,  1634.  *  "  Marmaduke  James,  chr.  admits,  ad 
John,  son  of  John  Rice  and  Mercy  his  red.  ecclesim  de  Asheton  Com.  Hertf.  ad 
wife,  baptized  November  30th,  1638.  pret.  Philippi  Boteler  Armig.  die  8th  No- 
Thomas,  son  of  John  Rice  and  Mercy  his  v ember,  1660." — Kennet's  Register,  p.  309. 
wife,  baptized  March  28thj  1640-1.  Mercy,  *  Lambeth  M8S.,  Augmentations,  997, 
wife  of  John  Rice,  buried  April  16th,  L,  fol.  45. 
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The  following  is  a  list  of  the  rectors  from  1576  to  1662  :— 
1675.  William  Boteler.  1658.  Isaac  Craven. 

1609.  John  Gamon.  1660.  Marmaduke  James. 

1629.  John  Bornapp 

The  following  notices  are  from  the  Acta  of  the  Archdeaconry 
of  Huntingdon : — 

"  1611,  May  22.  Thomas  Knott,  of  Aston,  that  he  did  hedge  at  Can- 
dlemas day." 

"  1662,  September,  Aston.  Thomas  Kent  and  Nicholas  Handsoombe, 
guardians,  do  present  Thomas  Grubb  and  Elizabeth  his  wife  for  not  causing 
their  children  to  be  baptised.  Also  John  Riste  and  his  wife  and  Thomas 
Caufield  for  the  like.  William  Sheath  the  younger  for  not  coming  to 
church.  Widow  Walbey  for  not  coming  to  church,  nor  causing  her  child 
to  be  baptized." 

"  1674.  William  Skye,  of  Aston,  presented  for  not  coming  to  church 
for  three  months.    Also  John  Rice,  of  Aston,  and  Robt.  Keepe.'* 

The  following  are  the  places  of  religious  worship  registered 
at  Quarter  Sessions  or  in  the  Archdeacon's  Court : — 

1.  "  82.  Parish  of  Aston,  Herts,  a  place  certified  by  Henry  Pryor,  of 
Aston,  at  the  Easter  Sessions,  1697." 

2.  "  These  are  to  certifie  that  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters 
doe  intend  to  meet  for  religious  worshipp  at  the  dwelling-house  of  Moses 
Coventry,  in  the  parish  of  Aston,  in  the  county  of  Hertford.  Witness 
our  hands  this  23rd  April,  1706,  Thos.  Pampillon,  Henry  Sell,  Moses 
Coventry,  John  Berry. n 

3.  "  These  are  to  certifie  that  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters 
do  intend  to  meet  for  religious  worship  at  the  house  of  Thomas  Spenser, 
of  Aston,  and  therefore  desire  the  said  house  to  be  registered  according  to 
law.  Witness  our  hands  this  23rd  day  of  May,  1720,  Tho.  Coulson,  John 
Berry,  Samuel  Mitchell,  Benj.  Chapman,  Edw.  Ives,  Tho.  Spenser,  Jos. 
Cook.    Reg.  2nd  June,  1720." 

4.  "June  10th,  1783.  We  his  Majesty's  subjects,  being  Protestant 
Independents,  do  certify  that  the  house  of  Alex.  Thompson,  of  Aston,  is 
set  apart  for  the  public  worship  of  Almighty  God,  and  do  desire  that  the 
same  may  be  registered,  etc.  Witness  our  hands,  Thos.  AUom,  Alex. 
Thompson,  Wm.  Chalkley,  Daniel  Titmaas,  John  Pallett,  Tho.  Stringer, 
Wm.  Goodwin,  Geo.  Palmer,  Wm.  Mickley,  Joseph  Palmer,  Jno.  Andrews, 
J.  Matthews,  Wm.  Langford,  Wm.  Eady,  Sarah  Langford,  Thoa.  Hagger. 
Reg.  13th  June,  1783." 

5.  "  December  8th,  1783.  We  his  Majesty's  subjects,  being  Protestant 
Baptism  (sic)  Independents,  do  certify  that  the  house  of  Daniel  Titmaas, 
of  Aston,  is  set  apart  for  the  public  worship  of  Almighty  God.  Witness 
oar  hands,  Daniel  Titmass,  Wm.  Pallett,  Ann  Springer,  Sarah  Titmass, 
Geo.  Kent,  Wm.  Kent,  Mary  Kent,  John  Stringer.  Reg.  9th  December, 
1783."   . 
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6.  "Dwelling-house  of  Wm.  Holt  registered  for  Protestant  Dissenters 
30th  June,  1810,  by  J.  Stringer,  Wm.  Holt,  and  Wm.  Goodwin." 

7.  "  House  of  Benj.  Isaac  for  Protestant  Dissenters,  registered  15th 
October,  1810,  by  Benj.  Isaac,  John  Stringer,  Wm.  Goodwin." 

8.  "  Boom  of  Charles  Chalkley  at  Aston  registered  September  17th, 
1822,  by  W.  W.  Hale,  Philip  Robins,  Charles  Chalkley." 

9.  "  House  of  Jno.Pallett  for  Protestants,  registered  October  7th,  1834, 
by  Wm.  Taylor. » 

AYOT  ST.  LAWRENCE. 
Acres,  787  ;  pop.,  112;  value,  £180. 

Thomas  Porter,  rector  here  from  1576,  is  described  about 
that  date  as  concionator}  He  was  here  nearly  fifty  years. 
In  1614  he  sent  this  return:  "Ayott  St.  Lawrence.  Patron, 
Mr.  Nicholas  Brietoe ;  King's  book  value,  £8  88.  4d. ;  commu- 
nicants   ;  recusants,  none.     Tho.  Porter,  rector."    He  also 

signs  himself  "minister"  in  1615.  In  1625  the  Transcript 
Register  has  the  following :  "  Mr.  Thomas  Porter,  clerk,  buried 
June  8th."  Signed,  "Jo.  Ivory,  minister;  Thomas  Slow, 
churchwarden."  John  Ivory  was  minister  of  Little  St.  Law- 
rence in  1629.  In  this  year  the  transcript  is  signed  by  "John 
Ford,  curate";  and  about  this  date  Thomas  Read  seems  to 
have  held  the  living:  indeed,  June  16th,  1625,  is  the  date 
of  his  appointment ;  but  as  ho  held  tho  living  of  Offley 
likewise,  Ayot  was  served  by  a  curate.  John  Ford  signs  again 
as  Lector  in  1632 ;  in  1636  Thomas  Gates  signs  as  "  curate," 
and  T.  Read  as  rector.2  Thos.  Read  was  deprived  of  this  living 
in  1643,*  but  he  kept  possession  of  the  parsonage-house  and  /^ 

glebe  till  1646,  as  the  Minutes  of  Committee  show,  and  after 
that  date  the  M  fifths"  were  granted  to  his  family.  Next  came 
William  Janeway,  who  had  been  minister  at  Lilly,  in  this 
county,  1633,  who  in  1645  removed  to  Aspeden,  and  undertook 
the  supply  of  this  parish  of  Ayot  St.  Lawrence.  He  was  here 
from  1644  to  1646,  when  he  removed  to  Kellshall,  where  he 
died,  and  was  buried  June  1657. 

The  following  minutes  of  the  Committee  for  Plundered 
Ministers  relate  to  this  parish : — 

"April  4th,  1646.4    Upon  the  humble  petition  of  William  Janeway, 

»  Lambeth  M8&.  900.  *  Walker,  Suffering*  qf  Clergy,  ii.  348. 

'  Acta,  Arcfad.  of  Huntingdon.  *  Add.  M8&,  16,«70. 
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to  whom  the  rectory  of  Lawrence  Ayott  heretofore  stood  sequestered,  it 
is  ordered  that  the  said  Mr.  Janeway  shall  have  all  the  rents,  revenues, 
and  profits  of  the  said  rectory  which  become  due  or  payable  for  or  daring 
the  time  that  be  did  officiate  the  cure  of  the  said  church,  whether  payable 
by  Mr.  Bristow  or  any  other  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  which  they 
are  hereby  required  to  pay  him  accordingly."    "  July  27th,  1646.    Upon 
the  humble  petition  of  Mary,  the  wife  of  Thomas  Read,  from  whom  the 
rectory  of  Lawrence  Ayott  is  sequestered,  it  is  ordered  that  the  said  Mrs. 
Bead  shall  have  for  and  towards  the  maintenance  of  her  and  her  children 
the  full,  clear  fifth  part  of  all  the  tithes,  rents,  glebe  lands,  and  Easter 
book  of  the  said  rectory  for  the  sequestration  thereof  (all  taxes  and 
charges  first  deducted  out  of  the  whole),  unless  good  cause  in  writing 
be  shown  to  the  contrary  before  the  Committee  of  Pari'  for  the  said 
county ;  the  said  Mr.  Bead  and  his  wife  yielding  all  due  obedience  to  the 
said  sequestration.    The  examination  of  which  cause,  if  there  be  any, 
this  Committee  do  refer  to  the  said  Committee,  or  any  three  of  them 
who  are  desired  to  hear  the  parties  on  both  sides  therein,  and  to  call 
before  them  and  examine  the  witnesses  that  shall  be  produced  as  well  for 
proof  of  the  said  cause  as  on  the  behalf  of  the  said  Mrs.  Bead,  for  the 
justifying  of  her  and  the  said  payment  of  the  said  fifth  part ;  and  to 
determine  the  differences  between  them  if  they  can,  or  otherwise  to  certify 
to  this  Committee  the  whole  business  with  their  opinion  therein. n 

William  Janeway  was  succeeded  in  1646  by  Patrick  Hep- 
burn, who  signed  the  petition  of  Hertfordshire  ministers  in 
favour  of  Church  government  according  to  the  Covenant.  He 
was  probably  a  Scotchman,1  and  remained  here  for  a  few  years 
only.  In  1650  the  Commissioners  to  inquire  into  the  state 
of  Church  livings  report  (Edw.  Rudd  being  "juror")  "that 
Mr.  Bead  was  the  last  incumbent ;  that  the  living  is  seques- 
tered, and  the  cure  served  by  the  appointment  of  the  seques- 
tration." *  We  next  find  George  Willshere  here,  who  was 
son  of  Thomas  Willshere,  parson  of  Welwyn  from  1606  to  his 
death  in  1651,  whose  family  owned  property  in  that  parish. 
George  Willshere  was  born  in  1619,3  and  would  be  about 
thirty-two  years  of  age  when  he  came  to  be  minister  here. 
The  following  is  the  record  of  his  appointment : — 

"  Ayott  Lawrence.  George  Wilshere,  pres.  13th  November,  1654 ; 
certified  by  Esdras  Marshall  of  Hamlingay,  Nathanael  Jury  of  Gransden 
Magna,  Thomas  Jessop  of  Little  Gransden,  Fr.  Bickley,  W.  Pedley. 

"  Sir  Patrick  Hepburn,  of  Blackcastle,  Suffering*  of  the  Church  of  Scotland,  iii 

was  fined  £200  in  1681  •  for  harbouring  267. 

a  declared  rebel — Mr.  Sempill,'  a  minis-  *  Lambeth  M8S-  Pari.  Survey,  No.  10. 

ter."— Root  Wod  row's  Httory   of  the  *  Cussans,  Broadwater,  p.  212. 
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Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  the  22nd  day  of  November,  in  the 
year  1664,  there  was  exhibited  to  the  Commissioners  for  Approbation  of 
Public  Preachers  a  presentation  of  George  Wilshere,  clerke,  to  the  rectory 
of  Ayott  Lawrence,  in  the  connty  of  Hertford,  made  to  him  by  Robert 
Bristow,  Esquire,  the  patron  thereof,  together  with  a  testimony  in  the 
behalf  of  the  said  George  Wilshere  of  his  holy  and  good  conversation. 
Upon  pernsal  and  due  consideration  of  the  premisses,  and  finding  him  to 
be  a  person  qualified  as  in  and  by  the  ordinance  for  such  approbation  is 
required,  the  Commissioners  above  mentioned  have  adjudged  and  approved 
the  said  George  Wilshere  to  be  a  fit  person  to  preach  the  Gospel,  and  have 
granted  him  admission  and  do  admit  the  said  George  Wilshere  to  the 
rectory  of  Ayott  Lawrence  aforesaid,  to  be  full  and  perfect  possessor  and 
incumbent  thereof,  and  do  hereby  signify  to  all  persons  concerned  therein 
that  he  is  hereby  intituled  to  the  profits  and  perquisites  and  all  rights 
and  dues  incident  and  belonging  to  the  said  rectory  as  fully  and  effectually 
as  if  he  had  been  instituted  and  inducted  according  to  any  such  laws  and 
customs  as  have  in  this  case  formerly  been  made,  had,  or  used  in  this 
realm.  In  witness  whereof  they  have  caused  the  common  seal  to  be 
hereunto  affixed,  and  the  same  to  be  attested  by  the  hand  of  the  register 
by  his  Highness  in  that  behalf  appointed.  Dated  at  Whitehall  the  22nd 
day  of  November,  1654." l 

Here  he  remained  till  August  1661,  when  he  was  appointed 
to  the  rectory  of  Springtield  Richards,  in  Essex,  where  he 
conformed  and  remained  till  his  death  in  1679.2  He  was 
succeeded  at  Ayot  St.  Lawrence  by  Henry  Sykes,  who  came 
hither  from  Ippolits,  where  he  had  been  minister,  and  who 
remained  here  till  his  death  in  1697.  On  October  12th,  1662, 
and  again  in  1663,  "John  Halsey,  of  Ayott  St.  Lawrence," 
was  presented  for  not  coming  to  his  parish  church ;  also  John 
Nicholls  of  this  parish.  And  again,  1674,  Edmund  Halsey, 
William  Field,  and  Henry  Sykes  (perhaps  the  rector  himself) 
were  presented.8  Also,  1674,  "John  Perrott,  of  Ayott  St.  Law- 
rence,  for  not  baptizing  his  two  girls." 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  rectors,  1576 — 1662 : — 

1576.  Thomas  Porter.  1644.  William  Janeway. 

1625.  Jo.  Ivory,  minister.  1646.  Patrick  Hepburn. 

1626.  Thomas  KeacL  1654.  George  Willshere. 
1629.  John  Ford,  curate.  1661.  Henry  Sykes. 
1636.  Thos.  Gates,  curate. 

>  Lambeth  MBS.,  Augmentations,  997  ;  '  Acta,   Archd.    of    Huntingdon,    at 

lib.  iiL,  foL  51.  Hitchin. 

*  Newcourt,  Bepertorivm,  ii.  589. 


M6  MEMORIALS  OF  NONCONFORMITY  IN  HERTS,     [hcvdrkd  or 

AYOT  ST.  PETER. 
Acres,  1,100  ;  pop.,  219  ;  value,  £250. 

John  Bushey  was  rector  from  1576,  and  about  that  date  is 
described  as  ad  coTicumandum  sufficiens.1  In  1614  the  number 
of  communicants  is  returned  as  forty  ;  "  no  recusants ;  valua- 
tion in  Kings  book,  £7  14a.;  John  Bussie,  rector/'*  On 
December  20th,  1626,  Mr.  John  Rudd  was  licensed  curate  at 
Digsweil,  and  "to  teach  boys  at  Ayot  St.  Peter."  John 
Bushey  signs  the  transcript  registers  till  1630.  He  had 
resigned  the  year  before,  and  John  Ivory,  who  was  minister 
at  Ayot  St.  Lawrence  in  1625,  succeeded  him.  We  find  the 
record  of  his  marriage  in  the  Minsden  Chapel  registers, 
"  1629-30,  January  29th,  married  John  Ivory,  clericus,  and 
Elizabeth  Radcliffe,  daughter  of  Sir  Edward  Radcliffe ."  He 
had  a  son  Robert,  curate  at  Welwyn,  also  a  daughter,  "  Eliza- 
beth, daughter  of  John  Ivory,  baptized  May  25th,  1636." 
He  remained  here  till  1641,  when  John  Birch  was  appointed 
rector,  who  continued  here  forty-one  years,  till  his  death.  He 
signed  the  petition  of  Herts  ministers  for  "  government  accord- 
ing to  our  Covenant "  in  1646 ;  he  is  reported  by  the  jurors, 
Edw.  Field  and  Thos.  Ley,  in  1650  as  minister  of  the  place ;  he 
conformed  in  1662,  and  died  still  rector  of  the  parish  on  July 
26th,  1682,  in  the  seventy-fourth  year  of  his  age.  He  seems 
to  have  been  assisted  by  a  curate,  John  Leigh,  who  did  not, 
however,  become  rector;  in  1682  it  is  reported  that  at  Ayot 
St.  Peter  they  have  "  no  surplice,  no  Prayer-Book,  no  minister." 
Before  the  close  of  1682  Nathanael  Veryard  was  instituted 
"  on  the  death  of  John  Birch/' 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  rectors,  1576—1662  :— 

1576.  John  Bushey.  1641.  John  Birch,  ob.  1682. 

1629.  John  Ivory.  (John  Leigh,  curate). 

The  Wesleyans  have  a  chapel  in  this  parish. 

"  On  May  8th,  1822,  the  dwelling-house  of  John  Iphgrave  in  this 
parish  was  certified  as  a  place  of  Religions  Worship  for  Protestants  by 
John  Iphgrave."* 

»  Lambeth  M8S.,  900.  *  Muting  House  Book,  Archdeaconry  of 

*  Acta,   Archd.    of    Huntingdon,    at      Huntingdon,  at  Hitchin. 
Hitchin. 
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BALDOCK. 
Acres,  148  ;  pop.,  1,900 ;  value,  £300. 

This  church  was  founded  by  the  Knights  Templars, and  passed 
from  them  in  1312  to  the  Knights  Hospitalers ;  Henry  VIII. 
secularized  and  sold  the  property  in  the  thirty-sixth  year  of 
hU  reign.  The  Commissioners  in  the  reign  of  Edward  VI. 
record  that  "  John  Chyswright,  late  parson  of  Baldock,  and 
now  deceased,  took  into  his  hands  about  twelve  years  past 
two  candlesticks  of  silver,  the  value  thereof  we  the  said 
Commissioners  know  not,  and  the  said  John  hath  left  no 
goods  wherewith  the  said  things  may  be  answered  to  our 
knowledge."1  No  John  of  this  name  occurs  in  the  list  of 
rectors,  but  one  Andrew  Chyswright  was  here  from  1493  till 
his  death  in  1547.  Robert  Cawdrey  was  once  taken  to  task 
by  the  Bishop  for  a  sermon  which  he  preached  in  Uppingham 
Church,  Rutland,  in  the  year  1586.  He  says:  "When  the 
Apostle  saith  that  Epaphras  is  for  you  a  faithful  minister  of 
Christ,  I  noted  that  he  was  not  a  non-resident.  This  was  in 
a  sermon  I  preached  at  Uppingham,  and  the  remark  was 
taken  to  allude  to  one  Mr.  Chadburne,  who  is  both  parson  of 
this  place,  Uppingham,  and  parson  also  of  Baldock,  in  Hart- 
fordshire."2  This  name  fills  up  a  gap  which  occurs  in  the  list 
of  rectors  previous  to  1599.  We  find  it  thus  in  another  list: 
u  Baldock,  William  Uhatburne  ad  coTwionandum  habilis"* 

Chadbourne  was  followed  by  Richard  Price,  who  was  here 
from  1599  till  his  death  in  1613.  He  was  followed  by  Josias 
Bird,  who  was  here  for  more  than  half  a  century,  1613 — 1666, 
and  conformed  to  the  successive  changes  of  the  times.  He  is 
reported  by  Edward  Lawndeyne  and  Anthony  Fayre,  the 
jurors  for  the  Commissioners  to  inquire  concerning  church 
livings,  as  still  incumbent  here  in  1650,  and  we  find  him 
acquiescing  in  the  Act  of  Uniformity  in  1662.4 

1  Cussans,  Broadwater >   p.   14,   from  Grave,  Thos.  Grave,  James  Slow  JPrancis 

S.  P.  O.  Augment.  Off.  MuceL  toL  497.  Gray,  Nicholas  Fletcher,  Geo.  Fletcher 

*  Dr.    Williams'    lib.,   MSB.,  Second  et  ejm  uxor,  Edw.  Fagg,  Jas.  Craven,  all 
Part  of  a  Register ,  p.  796.  of  Baldock,    were   presented   January 

*  Lambeth  MBS.,  900.  90th?  1610,  for  not  receiving  the  Com- 
4  The  following  extracts  from  the  Acta      mumon  according  to  the  canon.    That 

of  the  Archdeaconry  of  Huntingdon,  in  they  do  receive  it  at  their  own  minister's 
which  Baldock  was,  mostly  relate  to  the  hands."  "  1611,  8rd  April.  I,  Thos.  Hat- 
term  of  Bird's  ministry :  "  John  Oawdell,  ton,  of  Baldock,  do  willingly  subscribe," 
George    Wills,     John    Michell,    Bobt.  —probably  a  schoolmaster.    u  1682,  May 


668  MEMORIALS  OF  NONCONFORMITY  IK  HERTS,     [husdrxdof 

The  following  is  his  epitaph  as  given  by  Chauncy  : — 

Josias  Bird  lies  buried  here, 

Who  taught  this  pariah  three-and-fifty  year  ; 

Aged  he  was,  as  I  have  heard  some  say, 

He  was  eighty-eight  before  he  passed  away  ; 

And  died  in  the  year 

When  one  and  sixes  three  made  up  the  Quere. 

He  was  assisted  in  his  ministry  during  the  Commonwealth 
by  William  Sherwin,  minister  of  Wallington,  who  came 
over  to  Baldock  to  preach  once  every  Sunday.  It  has  been 
represented  that  Bird  was  deprived  to  make  way  for  Sherwin, 
and  even  Palmer  (in  his  Nonconformist  Memorial)  falls  into 
this  mistake;  a  mistake  which  prompted  the  following 
note  from  a  certain  copy  of  Chauncy's  History,  which  Mr. 
Cussans  quotes,  inserting  Sherwin's  name  in  his  list  of  rectors: 
"  One  Sherwin,  a  rascally  millenarist  [aic],  was  intruded  here 

in  that Cromwell's  days ;  went  out  24th  August,  1662." 

The  fact  is,  Bird  never  was  disturbed,  but  was  assisted  gratui- 
tously by  Sherwin  of  Wallington,  who  came  as  preacher  or 
lecturer  every  Sunday.  This  is  not  only  evident  from  Bird's 
epitaph  and  the  Commissioners'  report  in  1650,  but  from  what 
Dr.  Calamy  with  his  usual  accuracy  records.  He  says :  "  Mr. 
Sherwin  kept  an  assistant  in  his  house  to  preach  at  Wallington 
on  Lord's  Days  in  the  afternoon,  when  he  preached  at  Baldock, 
casting  his  net  where  there  was  plenty  of  fish,  for  God  blessed 
his  ministry  to  that  great  congregation  very  much.  It  was 
not  any  gain  to  himself,  but  the  doing  good  to  others  that 
must  have  been  his  sole  end  in  preaching  at  Baldock." 1  And 
he  adds :  "  Whereas  it  was  said  he  was  both  rector  of  Walling- 
ton and  Baldock,  it  should  have  been  said,  rector  of  Wallington 
and  lecturer  at  Baldock." 3 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  rectors,  1576—1662  c— 
1576.  William  Chadburne.  1613.  Josias  Bird  to  1666. 

1599.  Richard  Price.  (William  Sherwin,  lecturer.) 

We  find  early  traces  of  the  Quakers  here.    In  1660  the 

9th.     Thomas  Green,  of   Baldock,  for  minister,  doth  present  John  Roe  for  not 
not  receiving  the  Communion  this  last  receiving  the  Communion  j  also  Richard 
Easter.     He  confesses  that  he  did  not  Marten,  Mary  Chapman,  Lettice  Simp- 
receive  it ;   he  was  at   London   Palm  son,  Ann  Wright." 
Sunday,  Easter  Day,  and  Low  Sunday,  »  Calamy,  Account,  p.  861. 
and  was  those  days  at  the  church  at  *  CofUwvation,  p.  681. 
Charterhouse."    **  1668,  Mr.  Josias  Byrd, 
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oath  of  allegiance  was  tendered1  to  many  of  these  people,  who, 
being  taken  at  their  meetings,  and  conscientiously  refusing  to 
swear,  were  sent  to  prison. 

"  On  the  13th  of  the  month  called  January,  a  constable,  with  many 
rude  attendants,  rushed  into  the  meeting  at  Baldock,  and  after  many 
blows  and  abuses,  forcibly  dragged  out  Thomas  Burr,  William  Burr,  jun., 
Richard  Laundy,  John  Izard,  Jeremy  Laundy,  Thomas  Baldock,  Thomas 
Scales,  Edward  Crouch,  John  Bennett,  Thomas  Petchett,  Anthony 
Bennett,  Thomas  Mosse,  Michael  Phillips,  James  Caudell,  sen.,  Daniel 
Kirk,  James  Caudell,  jun.,  and  John  Passell,  whom  they  kept  all  night  at 
an  inn  without  beds,  and  next  day  carried  them  to  Hartford,  where  they 
were  committed  to  the  county  jail."  And  in  1670,  on  May  1 2th,  "  a  meeting 
was  held  at  William  Burr's  house  in  Baldock,  for  which  he,  then  in  prison, 
was  fined  £20.  When  Robinson,  an  informer,  came  to  make  distress,  he 
found  the  malt-house  shut  up,  of  which  he  complained  to  the  Justices 
Ratcliffe  and  Wilmot,  who,  under  a  pretence  of  searching  for  a  conventicle, 
granted  a  warrant  to  break  open  the  doors,  which  the  officers  being  back- 
ward to  do,  the  justices  came  in  person,  and  threatened  the  chief  constable 
to  fine  him  £500  if  he  did  not  break  open  the  doors  of  the  malt-loft.  At 
length  the  informer  burst  open  the  doors,  and  they  took  away  twenty-six 
quarters  of  malt,  part  of  which  was  put  in  the  market-house,  because  no 
person  in  the  town  would  receive  it.  On  the  17th  of  next  month 
Thomas  Burr  was  again  fined  for  four  several  meetings  at  his  house,  for 
which  they  again  broke  open  his  malt-house,  and  carried  away  a  hundred 
and  four  quarters  of  malt.  Thus,  while  close  confined  in  prison,  he 
suffered  the  spoiling  of  his  goods  to  the  value  of  £130."  * 

George  Fox  in  his  Journal*  anno  1655,  says : — 

"When  we  came  to  Baldock  in  Hertfordshire,  I  asked  if  there  was 

nothing  in  that  town,  no  profession.    It  was  answered  me  there  were  some 

Baptists,  and  a  Baptist  woman  sick.    John  Rush,  of  Bedfordshire,  went 

with  me  to  visit  her.    I  was  moved  of  the  Lord  to  speak  to  her,  and  He 

raised  her  up  again,  to  the  astonishment  of  the  town  and  country.    Her 

husbands  name  was  Baldock.     The  Baptist  woman  and  her  husband 

came  to  be  convinced,  and  many  hundreds  of  people  have  met  in  their 

house  since.    Great  meetings  and  convincements  were  in  these  parts 

afterwards.    Many  received  the  Word  of  life,  and  sat  down  under  the 

teaching  of  Christ  their  Saviour.    When  we  had  visited  this  sick  woman 

we  returned  to  our  inn,  where  we  found  two  desperate  fellows  fighting  so 

furiously  that  none  durst  come  nigh  to  part  them.    But  I  was  moved  in 

the  Lord's  power  to  go  to  them  ;  and  when  I  had  lowered  their  hands,  I 

held  one  of  them  by  one  hand,  and  the  other  by  the  other,  showed  them 

the  evil  of  their  doings,  and  reconciled  them  one  to  the  other,  and  they 

were  so  loving  and  thankful  to  me  that  people  admired  it/' 

1  Bern,  Suffering*  of  the  Quakers,  I  '  Besse,  i.  249. 

241.  »  Page  168. 
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"  After  these  things  I  pawed  oat  of  London  in  the  leading  of  the  Lord's 
power  into  Hertfordshire.  After  I  had  visited  friends  there  (1667),  and 
the  men's  monthly  meetings  were  settled,  I  had  a  great  meeting  at 
Baldock  of  many  sorts  of  people.  Then  returning  towards  London  by 
Waltham,  I  advised  the  setting  up  of  a  school  there  for  teaching  boys, 
and  also  a  women's  school  to  be  opened  at  Shacklewell  for  instructing 
girls  and  young  maidens  in  whatsoever  things  were  civil  and  useful." ■ 

The  Quakers  have  still  a  meeting  house  here.  The  follow- 
ing are  the  places  for  religious  worship  certified  to  the  Justices, 
or  to  the  Archdeacon  under  the  Toleration  Act : — 

1.  "11.  Baldock,  a  place  of  religious  worship  certified  by  Jno.  B.  Lord, 
of  Baldock,  at  Midsummer  Sessions,  1689." 

2.  "12.  Baldock  Lane,  a  place  certified  by  Humphry  Edridge,  of 
Baldock  Lane,  at  Midsummer  Sessions,  1689. 

3.  "  53.  At  Baldock,  place  certified  at  Michaelmas  Sessions,  1691." 

4.  "  These  are  to  certifie  that  a  Congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters 
do  intend  to  meet  for  religious  worship  at  the  house  of  Wm.  Hunter,  in 
the  parish  of  Baldock.  Witness  our  hands  this  13th  January,  1706-7. 
W.  Hunter,  John  Housley,  The  mark  of  W.  A.  Johnson.  Beg.  14th 
January,  1706-7.     (Acta  of  Archd.) 

5.  "  We  ...  do  desire  that  a  house  and  the  ground  adjoining  in  Norton 
Street,  in  the  parish  of  Baldock,  now  in  the  occupation  of  Daniel  Dunton, 
may  be  registered  as  a  place  of  religious  worship  for  Protestant  Dissen- 
ters, pursuant,  etc.  Witness  our  hands  this  25th  February,  1778.  John 
Geard,  Jos.  Button,  Thos.  Caporn." 

6.  "  We  ...  do  desire  that  a  Barn  in  Norton  Street,  in  the  parish  of 
Baldock,  now  in  the  occupation  of  Grace  Lee,  may  be  registered  as  a 
place  of  religious  worship  for  Protestant  Dissenters.  John  Geard,  Wm. 
Thomas,  Joseph  Button.    Beg.  20th  January,  1778." 

7.  "  We  ...  do  desire  that  a  Ohapsl,  in  the  parish  of  Baldock,  may  be 
registered  as  a  place  of  religious  worship  for  Protestant  Dissenters,  pur- 
suant, etc.  Witness  our  hands  this  17th  April,  1799.  Robert  Noddings, 
Joseph  Cooper,  Jas.  Bardell.    Beg.  22nd  April,  1799." 

8.  "  Baldock.  A  building  of  B.  Isaac  for  Protestant  Dissenters,  cer- 
tified February  26th,  1812,  by  B.  Isaac,  Sam.  Sherwood,  James  Barns, 
Th.  Kimpton,  Th.  Sherwood." 

9.  "  The  house  of  Richardson,  in  Baldock,  certified  for  Independents, 
14th  December,  1819,  by  Joseph  Turnbull." 

The  first  entry  in  the  Register  of  the  Independent  Chapel 
(erected  1826)  is  dated  May  19th,  1826,  and  is  as  follows  :— 

"The  formation  of  a  Christian  Church  of  the  Independent  order  at 
Baldock.    Resolved,  That  we  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed, 

1  Fox's  Journal,  p.  895. 
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humbly  hoping  that  we  have  received  the  grace  of  God  in  truth,  and 
agreeing  in  those  principles  of  Revealed  Truth  which  we  hold  to  be 
essential  to  the  Christian  system, — such  as  the  Divinity,  Atonement,  and 
Mediation  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  the  influence  of  the 
Holy  Spirit,  justification  by  faith,  and  the  necessity  of  personal  holiness, 
do  resolve  this  day  to  join  ourselves  into  a  Christian  society,  and  purpose 
by  the  grace  of  God  henceforth  to  walk  together  in  the  fellowship  of  the 
Gospel." 

For  about  two  years  the  church  was  without  a  pastor. 
Neighbouring  pastors  administered  the  Sacraments;  students 
from  Wymondly  College  preaching  on  Lord's  Days. 

"James  Rowland,  from  Wymondley  College,  was  the  pastor  from  1828 
to  July  1837.    He  left  for  Henley-on-Thames. 

"  W.  Jarrett,  late  of  Sydney,  New  South  Wales,  was  pastor  from 
February  1840  to  May  1841.    Left  for  Hobart  Town. 

"J.  Batcliffe,  late  of  Londonderry,  was  pastor  from  July  1841  to  Feb- 
ruary 1842 ;  left  for  Warminster. 

"  J.  Moss,  of  Elstead  and  Wormley,  Surrey,  was  pastor  from  April  1842 
to  December  1844. 

"B.  Gill,  of  Charmouth,  Dorset,  1845—1849. 

"  W.  Milne  (of  London  Missionary  Society),  1850—1863.  J.  T.  Lock- 
wood,  1853—1866.  J.  Richards,  of  Deal,  1857—1860 ;  left  for  Wool- 
wich. 

44  C.  S.  Perry,  New  College,  London,  1860—1865.  Left  for  Newport, 
Essex. 

"C.  G.  Haynes,  of  Barkway,  Herts,  1867—1872.  Left  for  Harthill, 
near  Coventry. 

"  Charles  Lemoine,  of  Nottingham  College,  1873.    Rev.  T.  P.  Hookey.0 


BENINGTON. 
Acres,  2,900 ;  pop.,  578 ;  value,  £650. 

William  Middleton,  rector  here  in  1576,  and  described  as 
"neither  graduate  nor  licensed,  but  able  to  preach/'1  was  here 
till  his  death,  in  1615.  The  following  was  his  account  of  the 
parish  in  1614 : — 

"Bight  Worshipful, — These  are  to  certifie  that  I  have  no  Recusants  in 
my  parish.  2.  I  had  in  my  parish  last  Easter,  communicants,  249.  3.  My 
benefice  is  in  the  king's  hook,  £19.  4.  Sir  Charles  Casar  is  the  patron  of 
my  benefice.  5.  For  the  choosing  of  the  Clarkes  of  the  Convocation 
House,  I  give  my  voice  with  my  fellow-ministers.  William  Middleton, 
rector."  This  is  followed  by  a  note  from  John  Bubhapp,  who  was  curate 
«  Lambeth  MSB.,  900. 
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at  the  time.  H  Hon.  Sir,  Whereas  we  had  liberty  at  your  visitation  not  to 
present  our  non-communicants  till  the  next  court,  these  are  therefore 
now  to  certifie  you  that  there  are  not  any  in  the  parish  of  Bennington 
that  are  faulty  in  this  kind.  Jo.  Burnapp,  curate ;  John  Middleton, 
Jo.  Betts,  churchwardens." l 

John  Burnapp  signs  as  curate  down  to  1627.  He  removed 
to  Aston  in  1629.  Sir  Julius  Caesar,  LL.D.,  belonged  to  this 
parish,  and  was  in  1583  preferred  by  Bishop  Aylmer,  who 
gave  him  the  office  of  Commissary  and  Sequestrator  General 
in  the  Archdeaconries  of  Essex  and  Colchester,  and  the  deanery 
of  Braughing,  in  Herts.*  He  was  the  son  of  Caesar  Dalmarius,3 
an  Italian,  a  doctor  of  physic,  and  physician  to  Queen  Mary 
and  Elizabeth.  He  died  April  16th,  1636,  in  his  seventy-ninth 
year,  and  was  buried  in  the  chancel  of  Great  St.  Helen's 
Church,  Bishopsgate,  London.  Fuller  says  of  him,  "  He  was 
a  person  of  prodigious  bounty  to  all."  He  it  was  who  ap- 
pointed his  kinsman,  Henry  Caesar,  D.D.,  to  this  living  of 
Benington,  in  the  year  1616,  after  the  death  of  W.  Middleton. 
This  Henry  Caesar  became  Dean  of  Ely,  had  John  Burnapp 
for  his  curate,  and  in  1629  appointed  Nathanael  Don  to  this 
office.  Upon  his  death,  in  1636,  Bishop  Williams  appointed  Dod 
to  the  living,4  and  he  remained  rector  of  this  parish  until  his 
death,  in  1682.  Natbanael  Dod  was  probably  kinsman  to  the 
celebrated  John  Dod,  of  Cheshire,  who  wrote  on  the  Ten 
Commandments ;  for  we  tind  one,  Hugh  Dod,  buried  close  to 
him,  described  as  "  geTvero&uA,  e  comitatu  Cestriensi  oriundus, 
a  great  benefactor  of  the  church  and  poor  of  this  parish,  who 
died  a  bachelor,  July  6th,  1644s,  aged  sixty-seven." 

Dod  was  reported  here  by  the  Commissioners  concerning 
church  livings  in  1650.  He  was,  as  his  epitaph  tells  us,  seven 
years  curate,  and  forty-five  years  rector;  he  rebuilt  in  part 

*  Acta,  Archd.  of  Huntingdon,  at  of  the  Rolls  of  Charles  I.  for  £15,000,  and 
Hitchin.  enjoyed  it  only  two  years. 

1  Strype's  Aylmer,  p.  46.  *  ''  He  was  inducted  August  811^1686, 

*  Caesar  Adelmare  was  the  second  son       by         *  "     ~ 


of   Peter  Maria  Adelmare   and   Paola 
CsBsarino.    The  Adelmare,  Adelmari,  or 

Adimari  came  from  Florence ;  it  is  also  ByrdelL   notary  public,   Henry  Hicks, 

spelt  Dalmare.   See  Annals  of  St.  Helen' t  John  White."— 4cta.    In  1634  John  Hill, 

Bishopsgate   for  full  particulars  of  the  of  Benington,  was  presented  for  carting 

Ceesar  family.  The  Dean  of  Ely  bad  three  barley  from  Benington  to  Ware  on  a 

sons.    It  was  Sir  Charles  Ceesar  of  that  holiday.    "  1640.  Hugo  Dod, 

family  who  bought  the  office  of  Master  sepult,  July  9th." 
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the  parsonage  house,  and  died  in  1682,  aged  eighty-two  years. 
He  left  many  benefactions.  A  Puritan  element  in  the  parish 
is  indicated  in  the  statement  that  among  those  who  had  not 
paid  shipmoney  in  1637  was  one  u  Edmund  Tappe,  of  Bening- 
ton,  who  was  gone  to  New  England. "l  In  1663  Joseph  Moore, 
John  Kent,  and  Wm.  Skegg,  of  this  parish,  were  presented 
"  for  not  bringing  their  children  to  be  baptized."2 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  rectors  here  from  1576  to 
1662:— 

1576.  William  Middleton.  Nathanael  Dod,  curate. 

John  Buroapp,  curate.  1636.  Nathanael  Dod,  ob.  1682. 

1616.  Henry  Cesar,  D.D. 

The  following  registrations  of  places  for  Nonconformist 
worship  occur : — 

1.  "  Benington.  The  House  and  Barn  of  Wm.  Rayment  for  Protes- 
tant Dissenters,  certified  March  21st,  1810,  by  Wm.  Rayment,  Benj.  Isaac, 
John  Martin." 

2.  "Part  of  a  House  of  Benj.  Isaac  for  Protestant  Dissenters,  certified 
17th  July,  1810,  by  Benj.  Isaac,  Jas.  Titmass,  Wm.  Rayment." 

3.  "  The  house  of  Mr.  Noah  Newman  for  Protestant  Dissenters,  certified 
February  23rd,  1812,  by  David  Malins,  W.  Hale,  David  Wilshere,  David 
Cock.* 

4.  "Barn  of  Wm.  Hale,  certified  28th  May,  1818,  by  Wm.  Hale,  Thos. 
Dearman,  E.  Dr*ge." 

5.  "  Room  of  Ford  Hale,  certified  August  24th,  1818,  by  J.  H.  Barwick, 
W.  W.  Hale,  C.  Fletcher." 

6.  "  Chapel  of  Mr.  Isaac  Bradnack  (?),  certified  October  13th,  1818, 
by  J.  H.  Barwick,  Eliza  Elcock,  Wm.  Hale." 

7.  "House  of  John  Jaggars  for  Protestant  Dissenters,  certified  Feb- 
ruary 27th,  1822,  by  John  Jaggars,  John  Smith,  Francis  Warner,  Ch. 
Sumner,  Th.  Clark,  W.  Digby." 

8.  "  129.  Benington,  a  place  of  religious  worship  for  Protestant  Dis- 
senters, certified  by  W.  Batley,  minister,  Essenden,  at  Epiph.  Sessions, 
1851." 

DATCHWORTH. 
Acres,  1,960  j  pop.,  626 ;  value,  £475. 

The  Abbots  of  Westminster  enjoyed  this  church  and  manor 
until  the  fatal  year  of  their  dissolution,  when  it  came  to  King 
Henry  VIII.     Edward  VI.  afterwards  gave  it  to  the  See  of 

1  &P.O.    Charles  L,  v.  166.  *  Acta,   Archd.   of    Huntingdon,    at 

Hitchin. 
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London  in  exchange,1  Nicholas  Ridley  being  then  Bishop.    In 
1576,  Thomas  Rudd,  rector  here,  was  described  as  coryAonator, 
and  fit  to  catechise,  not  a  graduate  nor  a  Conformist.   William 
Paine  was  rector  here  from  1601  till  his  death,  in  1623.    In 
1611,  May  22nd,  he  presented  Beatrice,  the  wife  of  W.  Truer, 
for  not  receiving  the  communion.     In  1614  he  reported, — 
"1.  No  recusants.     2.  Communicants,  120  to  140.     3.  Value 
in  King's  book,  £14  13a.  4d.     4.  Patron,  Sir  Arthur  Capell, 
Kt."     After  his  death,  in  1623,  Edmund  Stubbings  signs  as 
"rector";  bu*.  on  November  5th  of  that  year,  Richard  New- 
man was  inducted  "per  mortem  W.  Paine"  (Acta),  and  he 
signs  the  transcript  registers  in  1624.     He  held  also  the  living 
of  Hamerton,  Hunts,  where  he  probably  resided,  for  we  find 
a  curate  at  Datch worth, — Thomas  Owen,  from  1635 — 1640, 
Robert   Manley,   1640.      The    living   was    sequestered    from 
R.  Newman  in  1644,  and  Simon  Peck  was  appointed  minister 
in  his  stead,  who  signed  the  petition  of  Herts  ministers  in 
1646.    The  following  minutes  of  the  Committee  for  Plundered 
Ministers  relate  to  him  :— 

"  September  18th,  1645.  It  is  ordered  that  the  Com*  of  Parliament 
sitting  at  Hertford  be,  and  they  are  hereby  desired  to  examine  what 
cause  can  be  shown  why  the  wife  of  Mr.  Newman,  from  whom  the 
rectory  of  Datch  worth  is  sequestered,  should  not  have  one-fifth  part  of 
the  clear  profits  of  the  said  rectory  for  the  maintenance  of  her  children 
according  to  a  former  order  of  this  Com*1*,  etc.  7th  March,  1645-6.  This 
Com"*  appoint  to  take  into  consideration  the  certificate  transmitted  from 
the  Com**  of  Parliament  for  the  county  of  Hertford,  in  the  cause  touch- 
ing the  fifth  part  claimed  by  Mrs.  Newman,  wife  of  R.  Newman,  from 
whom  the  rectory  of  Datch  worth,  and  Mr.  Pecke,  to  whom  the  same  is 
sequestered  on  May  5th,  whereof  the  said  Mr.  Pecke  is  to  have  convenient 
notice.9  May  7th,  1646.  This  Com*6  taking  into  consideration  the  cause 
why  the  wife  of  Mr.  Newman,  from  whom  the  rectory  of  Datchworth,  in 
the  county  of  Hertford,  is  sequestered,  should  not  have  a  fifth  part  to  be 
paid  her  by  Mr.  Peck,  minister  there,  for  that  the  said  Mr.  Peck  hath  a 
wife  and  nine  children,  and  the  said  Mr.  Newman  is  likewise  sequestered 
from  the  rectory  of  Hamerton,  being  esteemed  to  be  worth  near  £120 
a-year,  and  Mr.  Colyn  Henne,  the  minister  there,  hath  no  charge  at  all  ; 
it  is  therefore  ordered  that  the  said  Mr.  Peck  be  discharged  from  payment 
of  the  said  fifth  part ;  and  that  she  shall  have  a  fifth  part  of  the  profits 
of  the  said  rectory  of  Hamerton,  all  taxes  and  charges  first  deducted  to 
commence  from  the  time  the  said  fifth  part  was  granted  out  of  the  said 
rectory  of  Datchworth."8 

i  fltrvpe's  Memorials,  IL,  L  840.  •  Add.  MS&,  15670,  foL  162. 

'  A-i  3I3S..  U669;  16670,  foL  86. 
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Simon  Peck,  with  his  wife  and  nine  children,  did  not 
remain  here  long;  in  1650  we  find  Thomas  Stacey  here  in 
his  place.  The  Commissioners  of  that  year  through  their 
Jurors  (of  whom  John  North  and  Thomas  Turner  belonged  to 
Datchworth)  report  that  the  living  is  worth  £85,  and  that 
Mr.  Thomas  Stacey  is  the  incumbent.  In  1655  we  find 
another  change. 

"June  15th,  1655.  There  was  exhibited  a  presentation  of  Thomas 
Hackbtt  to  the  rectory  of  Thachworth,  alias  Datchworth,  in  the  county 
of  Hertford,  made  to  him  by  Arthur  Lord  Capel,  of  Hadham,  together 
with  a  testimony  in  his  behalf  y  of  his  holy  and  good  conversation.  The 
Commissioners  approved  the  said  Thomas  Hackett  to  be  a  fit  person  to 
preach  the  Gospel,  and  do  admit  him  to  the  rectory  of  Datchworth."1 

In  1660  Newman  was  restored,  but  died  in  1663.  Hackett 
thereupon  regained  the  living,  which  he  held,  together  with 
Cheshunt,  till  his  promotion  to  the  bishopric  of  Down  and 
Connor,  in  1672.  He  was  afterwards  deprived  of  his  See  for 
some  misdemeanours.3 

On  October  12th,  1662,  Francis  Heaward  (whom  we  find  a 
churchwarden  in  1636)  was  presented  for  not  paying  his  rate 
towards  the  church.  In  the  same  year  the  pews  are  reported 
out  of  repair,  and  Rob.  Rudd  and  Rob.  Mardell,  guardians, 
say,  "We  want  a  surplesse  and  a  new  book  of  Common 
Prayer."  Rob.  Burr,  in  1663,  was  accused  of  not  paying  his 
church-rate,  and  in  1666,  August  26th,  John  Uncle  was  pre* 
sented  "  for  carrying  himself  disorderly  in  the  church,  sitting 
at  the  saying  of  the  Beliefe  when  all  the  rest  stand  up,  and 
using  the  same  posture  in  all  the  prayers ;  for  putting  on  his 
hat  in  time  of  divine  service,  for  not  receiving  the  Sacrament 
at  Easter,  and  for  refusing  to  pay  his  Easter  offerings.8 
"  William  Urquart,  curate,0  appears  in  1667  and  in  1672. 
Rt.  Wensley  aays,  "  This  is  a  true  transcript  of  the  registry 
during  the  time  of  my  curacy  there."  In  1672  Charles  Bag- 
galey  was  inducted.  The  following  is  a  list  of  rectors,  1569  to 
1662:— 


>  Lambeth  MSa,  Augmentations,  996.  *  Acta  of  the  Archd.  of  Huntingdon, 

»  Ware's  Prelates  tf  Ireland,  p.  47;       at  Hitchin. 
Kennet's  Register,  p.  875. 
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1569.  Thomas  Rudd.  1640.  Robert  Manley,  curate. 

1590.  Clement  Rudd,  ob.  1698.  1644.  Simon  Peck. 

1598.  Edward  Topsail.  1660.  Thomas  Stacey. 

1601.  William  Paine.  1655.  Thomas  Hackett. 

1623.  Edmund  Stubbing.  1660.  Richard  Newman  restored. 

1623.  Richard  Newman.  1663.  Thofl.  Hackett  again. 
1635.  Thomas  Owen,  curate. 

We  find  the  following  places  of  meeting  for  religious  worship 
certified  in  this  parish  by  Protestant  Dissenters : — 

1.  "  These  are  to  certifie  that  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters 
do  intend  to  meet  for  religious  worship  at  a  new-erected  place  for  that 
nse  in  the  parish  of  Detch worth,  at  a  place  called  Petits,  in  the  county  of 
Hertford.  We  desire  the  same  may  be  registered  according  to  law. 
Witness  our  hands  this  13th  October,  1719,  Edw.  Gray,  Ed.  Green,  Tho. 
Smith,  Moses  Coventre,  Benj.  Chapman,  John  Farr,  Thos.  Coulson,  Edw. 
lyes,  John  Bassett,  Wm.  Kimpton.    Reg.  20th  October,  1719." 

2.  "  We  ...  do  desire  that  the  dwelling-house  of  Thos.  Fletcher  in  the 
parish  of  Datch worth  in  the  occupation  of  the  said  Thos.  Fletcher  may  be 
registered  as  a  place  of  worship  for  Protestant  Dissenters.  W.  Fletcher, 
John  Lawrence,  Thos.  Fletcher,  Wm.  Wrenn,  Daniel  Arnold,  Wm.  Dawes." 

3.  "The  dwelling  house  of  Elisha  Mardell  certified  for  Protestant 
Dissenters,  September  22nd,  1809,  by  Wm.  Button,  John  Farmer,  Henry 
Asplen." 


DIG8WELL. 
Acres,  1,628 ;  pop.,  227 ;  value,  £350. 

Thomas  McTrevers,  rector  in  1576,  is  described  "non  &ub- 
8criben8  ratwne  senectvtis" l  His  successor,  Richard  Stone, 
was  buried  here  13th  August,  1592,  and  was  followed  by 
Richard  Chambers,  who  had  been  at  Hitchin,  and  is  named 
as  a  recusant  side  by  side  with  T.  Wilcocks  of  Bovingdon,  and 
John  Potkins  of  Lilley,  and  who  died  here  in  May  1606.  He 
was  succeeded  by  George  Darrell,  S.  T.  P.,  who  held  the 
living  till  1612,  when  he  resigned  it.  In  1610  Francis  Pratt 
was  curate.  Darrell  (of  All  Souls  College,  Oxford,  brother  to 
Sir  Marmaduke  Darrell)  was  Canon  of  Westminster,  an  appoint- 
ment which  he  held  till  his  death,  October  31st,  1631.  Johs 
Mosse,  who  followed  Dr.  Darrell,  enjoyed  this  living  only  two 
years,  and  was  buried  here  January  30th,  1614-15.  In  1614  he 
reports :  "  Recusants,  none ;  communicants,  fifty ;  taxa  regia, 

»  Lambeth  MSS.,  900. 
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£7  3*.  Patron,  Mr.  Richd.  Sidley."  Owen  Ladd  followed, 
and  his  report  was :  "Within  the  parish  of  Diggswell  there  is 
neither  inhabitant,  sojourner,  nor  common  guest  above  the  age 
of  sixteen  years  who  is  an  absolute  recusant,  coming  not  to 
church  at  all ;  or  an  half  recusant,  who  coming  unto  Divine 
service  or  preaching,  refuseth  to  receive  the  holie  Communion. 
Witness  our  hands  this  24th  May,  1617.  Owen  Ladd,  parson; 
John  East,  churchwarden;  Thos.  Venables,  sidesman."  He 
was  here  till  his  death  in  1627.  Next  came  John  Champneis, 
who  was  minister  here  eighteen  years.  He  married  Martha, 
daughter  of  Sir  Alexander  Cave.1  His  tomb  has  this  inscrip- 
tion : — "  Here  lieth  buried  the  body  of  John  Champneis,  gent., 
M. A.,  rector  of  this  parish  of  Digswell,  and  a  constant  preacher 
of  God's  Word  here  divers  years  together,  who  was  buried 
September  9th,  1645,  aged  forty-two  years."  John  Guibon 
was  appointed  February  4th,  1645-6,  but  was  here  a  short 
time,  for  in  1648  Richard  Adams  was  appointed  and  con- 
tinued, as  his  epitaph  describes  him,  "a  good  physician  for 
soul  and  body,"  till  his  death.  He  was  "buried  at  Digswell 
April  7th,  1664,  aged  fifty-seven  years,"  having  been  sixteen 
years  rector*  William  Minors  was  inducted  April  27th,  1664, 
and  was  here  twenty  years.8 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  rectors,  1576—1662  :— 

1576.  Thomas  McTreyera.  1615.  Owen  Ladd. 

Bichard  Stone,  ob.  1592.  1627.  John  Champneis. 

1592.  Richard  Chambers.  1645.  John  Guibon. 

1606.  George  Darrell,  S.T.P.  1648.  Richard  Adams. 

1610.  Francis  Pratt,  curate.  1665.  Wm.  Minors. 
1612.  John  Mosse. 

In  1674  Thomas  Hill  of  Dixwell,  W.  Venables,  M.  Prior, 

i  "  John  Champneis,  clerke  and  rector  London,  who  died  1716  at  a  great  age, 

of  this  parish,  and  Mrs.  Martha  Cave,  was  probably  son  of  our  Richard  Adams, 

were  married  26th  May,  1635."    "  1686,  See  Crosby,  History  of  the  Baptists,  iii. 

Mary,   daughter   of   John   Champneis,  88;    Wilson,  History  of  the  Dissenting 

and  Martha  his  wife,  baptized  29th  May.*  Churches  in  London^  486.    "  1664.  Mrs. 

"  1687,  Martha,  the  wife  of  John  Champ-  Adams,  mother  of  Richard  Adams,  late 

neis,  clericus,  and  her  sister  Mrs.  Mar-  rector,  was  buried  January  16th.  Stephen. 

garet  Cave,  maiden,  one  of  the  daughters  son  of  Richard  Adams,  rector,  was  buried 

of  Alex.   Care,  Kt..  were  both  buried  March  22nd,  1665.    Wm.  Minors,  pres- 

on  the  same  day,  oeing  81st  January,  byter." — Transcript  Register, 

1687. n  *  "  1666.  W.  Mines  of  Digswell,  clerk. 

»  Richard  Adams,  ejected  from  Hum-  and  Joanna  Brodgrave,  were  married 

beratone  in  Leicestershire,  and  afterwards  16th  April,  1666."—  Transcript  Register y 

a  Baptist  minister  in  Devonshire  Square,  Westmul. 

37 
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John  Hooker,  W.  Treherne,  and  his  wife,  were  presented  for 
not  coming  to  church  in  this  parish.  Also  Jonathan  Welsh 
for  having  a  daughter  six  years  old  unbaptizecL  Thomas 
Smart  and  Richard  Hankin  for  the  like.1  In  1682  it  is 
reported  that  there  was  no  minister,  and  that  a  surplice  and 
Prayer-Book  were  wanting.  On  June  15th,  1685,  Affabel  Battell 
was  inducted  per  mortem  W.  Minors ;  and  on  May  23rd,  1687, 
William  Battell  per  resig.  Affibilis  Battell.' 


GRA  VELEY-CUM-CEI8FIELD. 
Acres,  1,817  ;  pop.,  880 ;  ralue,  £450. 

Benedict  Quarles,  M.A.,  is,  about  1576,  described  as  kahilis 
ad  <xmcionandu,ma,t  Graveley-cum-Chisfield.  Richard  Red- 
MAINE  signs  the  transcript  register  as  "  curate  "  here  in  1609. 
Edmund  Brockett  was  instituted  in  1613,  but  his  signature 
does  not  occur  till  1620.  In  1614  the  following  report  was 
sent  to  the  Archdeacon : — 

"  The  sum  or  number  of  communicants  are  about  a  hundred ;  as  for 
recusants,  we  have  not  any  ;  and  to  estimate  the  worth  of  the  parsonage, 
the  value  thereof  is  altogether  unknown  to  me,  for  I  am  but  curate,  and 
a  stranger  unto  it.  Robt.  Yardley."  In  1611  "  John  Carter,  of  Graveler, 
was  presented  for  Buffering  his  mill  to  go  on  holidays."  In  1627  "the 
minister  complains  that  the  pulpit  standing  on  the  north  side,  the  sun  was 
offensive  to  his  eyes,  and  he  desires  it  might  be  removed  to  the  upper  end 
of  the  south  side  of  the  church  next  the  chancel.  Dominus,  etc.,  that  the 
churchwardens  and  parishioners  shall  appear  the  next  court  and  show 
sufficient  reason  why  the  pulpit  should  not  be  removed,  or  else  the  judge 
doth  intend  to  set  it  there."  ■    We  find  no  further  mention  of  the  matter. 

Edmund  Brockett  remained  here  thirty  years,  and  Walker 
names  his  living  as  sequestered ;  but  his  son  John  Brockett 
succeeded  him  and  relinquished  the  living,  voluntarily  it  would 
seem,  in  1647,  when  Edmund  Goodwin  was  appointed  In 
the  minutes  of  the  Com**  for  Plundered  Ministers,  he  is  thus 
named : — 

"September  9th,  1647.  Refer  Edmund  Goodwin,  minister,  to  the 
assembly  for  the  church  of  Graveley-cum-Chisfield.  Com.  Hertford. 
September  4th,  1647.     Whereas  the  rectory  of  the  pariah  church  of 

1  Acta  of  the  Archd.  of  Huntingdon,  at  s  Ada,  as  before. 

Hitehin.  »  Acta,  as  before. 
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Graveley  stands  sequestered  by  the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Manchester 
from  Edmund  Brockett  to  the  use  of  John  Brockett,  who  hath  since 
relinquished  the  same,  it  is  ordered  that  the  said  rectory  shall  from 
henceforth  be  sequestered  to  the  use  of  Edmund  Goodwin,  a  godly  and 
orthodox  divine,  and  that  he  do  forthwith  officiate  the  cure  of  the  said 
church  and  preach."  > 

The  commissioners  in  1650  report  (the  jurors  belonging  to 
Graveley  being  Edmund  Nodes,  Robert  Heath,  William  Kimp-  m 
ton,  John  Nodes2)  that  the  value  of  this  vicarage  is  £120,  and 
that  it  is  held  by  Mr.  Goodwin,  by  order  of  the  Com1*8  for 
Plundered  Ministers.  In  1654  Edmund  Goodwin  left,  and 
Zachariah  Cbofton  (afterwards  ejected  from  St.  Botolph's, 
Aldgate,  and  before  minister  at  Wrenbury  in  Cheshire)  was 
appointed,  though  he  did  not  stay  any  length  of  time,  but 
was  succeeded  by  Andrew  Cater,  as  appears  from  the 
following : — 

"  Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  the  9th  day  of  June,  in  the  year 
1654,  there  was  exhibited  to  the  Commissioners  for  Approbation  of  Public 
PreacherB  a  presentation  of  Zachariah  Crofton,  clerk,  to  the  rectory  of 
Graveley-cum-Chisfield,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  made  to  him  by 
Brocket  Spencer,  Esq.,  the  patron  thereof,  together  with  a  testimony  on 
the  behalf  of  the  said  Zachariah  Crofton  of  his  holy  and  good  conversa- 
tion; upon  perusal  and  due  consideration  of  the  premises,  and  finding 
him  to  be  a  person  qualified  as  in  and  by  the  Ordinance  for  such  appro- 
bation is  required,  the  Commissioners  above  mentioned  have  adjudged  and 
approved  the  said  Zachariah  Crofton  to  be  a  fit  person  to  preach  the  Gospel, 
and  have  granted  him  admission,  and  do  admit  the  said  Zachariah  Crofton 
to  the  rectory  of  Graveley-cum-Chisfield  aforesaid,  to  be  full  and  perfect 
possessor  and  incumbent  thereof ;  and  do  hereby  signify  to  all  persons 
concerned  therein  that  he  is  hereby  intituled  to  the  profits  and  perquisites 
and  all  rights  and  dues  incident  and  belonging  to  the  said  rectory  as  fully 
and  effectually  as  if  he  had  been  instituted  and  inducted  according  to  any 
such  laws  and  customs  as  have  in  this  case  formerly  been  made,  had,  or 
used  in  this  realme.  In  witness  whereof  they  have  caused  the  common 
seal  to  be  hereunto  affixed,  and  the  same  to  be  attested  by  the  hand  of 
the  register  by  his  Highness  in  that  behalf  appointed.  Dated  at  White- 
hall the  10th  day  of  June,  1654/' 

*  Add.  MSS.,  15671,  fol.  198.  became  minister  of  St.  Botolph,  Aldgate, 

1  Lambeth   MSS.,    Survey,    No.    10  ;  where  he  was  ejected  by  the  Bartholomew 

see  also  Lan«L  MSB.,  469.  Act  in  1662.    He  had  a  school  in  Bedford- 

8  Lambeth  MS8.,  Augmentations,  997,  shire  and  afterwards  in  Aldgate  parish, 

lib.  i.,  fol.  175.   Z.  Crofton  was  born  and  where  he  died  aged  between  fifty  and 

educated  in  Dublin,  became  minister  of  sixty.     He  suffered  imprisonment  twice 

Wrenbury,  Cheshire  ( see  Nonconformity  for  his  nonconformity.  He  was  the  author 

in  Cheshire,  pp.  189,  475),  where  he  was  of  several  pamphlets  and  sermons ;  see 

ejected  for  refusing  the  Engagement  in  Calamy,  Contin^  pp.  19,  20. 
164?.   Instead  of  coming  to  Graveley  he 
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"  Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  the  17th  day  of  November, 
1654,  there  was  exhibited  to  the  Commissioners  for  Approbation  of  Public 
Preachers  a  presentation  of  Andrew  Cateb,  clerk  to  the  rectory  of 
Graveley-cum-Chisfield,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  made  to  him  by 
Brockett  Spencer,  Esq.,  otherwise  Sir  Brockett  Spencer,  Baronet,  the 
patron  thereof,  together  with  a  testimony  on  the  behalf  of  the  said 
Andrew  Cater  of  his  holy  and  good  conversation.  Upon  perusal,  etc.,  the 
Commissioners  have  adjudged  and  approved  the  said  Andrew  Cater  to  be 
a  fit  person  to  preach  the  Gospel,  and  have  granted  him  admission  and  do 
admit  the  said  Andrew  Cater  to  the  rectory  of  Graveley-cum-ChMeld. 
Dated  at  Whitehall  the  17th  day  of  November,  1654."* 

Cater  remained  here  till  the  Bartholomew  Act  of  1662, 
when  he  was  ejected  as  a  Nonconformist ;  and  after  his  eject- 
ment lived  some  time  in  the  family  of  Sir  Robert  Joceline,  at 
Sawbridge worth.  When  he  died  "  he  left  something  by  way  of 
charity,  of  which  the  heir  of  that  family  is  one  of  the  managers 
in  course."1 

"  By  his  will,  dated  26th  June,  1700.  in  which  he  is  described  as  of 
St.  Andrew's,  Hertford,  he  gave  to  trustees  five  acres  of  land  and  a 
cottage  in  Graveley-cum-Chisfield,  the  annual  rent  of  which  was  to  be 
devoted  to  the  poor  of  Sawbridgeworth  in  the  manner  following : — '  One 
moiety  in  teaching  four  poor  children  of  the  parish  to  read,  and  the  other 
moiety  to  be  expended  in  four  Bibles,  well  bound  in  Calais  leather,  to  be 
given  to  the  aforesaid  four  poor  children  on  their  leaving  the  school,  and 
copies  of  the  Assembly's  Catechism,  viz.,  What  is  the  chief  end  of  man  t 
etc.,  Mr.  Joseph  Allein's  Catechism,  or  .4  sure  guide  to  heaven,  Mr.  Thomas 
Vincent's  Explicatory  Catechism,  Mr.  Joseph  Flavel's  Exposition,  and 
other  books  of  a  similar  nature,  which  are  specially  named  in  the  will  to 
be  given  at  stated  times  to  the  poor."  * 

This  gift,  we  are  told,  has  long  been  lost  to  Sawbridgeworth ; 
certainly  not  "  because  of  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  copies  of 
the  books  named  ;"4  Bibles  and  Assembly's  Catechisms  may  be 
obtained  ad  libitum,  and  the  other  books  are  not  scarce. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  rectors  here,  1572 — 1662 : — 

1572.  Benedict  Quarles.  1643.  John  Brockett 

1609.  Richard  Redmaine,  curate.  1647.  Edmund  Goodwin. 

1605.  John  Layfield,  D.D.  1654.  Zachariah  Crofton. 

Thomas  Rooks.  1654.  Andrew  Cater. 

1613.  Edmund  Brockett.  1662.  Philip  Osbaldeston. 

The  following  place  of  religious  worship  for  Protestant 

1  Lambeth  KSS.,  Augmentation*,  997,  *  Calamy'a  Continuation,  p.  531. 

lib.  8,  fol.  37.     Cater  waa  certified  by  *  Cusaa&s,  Broadwater,  p.  70. 

Richard  Vines,  Zach.  Crofton,  Ja.  Craw-  «  Ibid. 
ford,  Ja.  Nalton. 
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Dissenters  was  registered   in    the  Archdeaconry  of   Hunt- 
ingdon : — 

u  We  whose  names,  etc.,  desire  that  a  dwelling-house  in  the  parish  of 
Graveley,  now  in  the  occupation  of  William  Smith,  may  be  registered  as 
a  place  of  religious  worship  for  Protestant  Dissenters,  pursuant,  etc. 
17th  April,  1799.  Robt.  Noddings,  Joseph  Cooper,  James  Bardell.  Reg. 
22nd  April,  1799." 

BISHOP'S  HATFIELD. 
Acres,  12,690 ;  pop.,  4,000 ;  value  £2,000. 

Here  was  the  palace  at  which  Edward  YI.  and  Elizabeth 
spent  much  time  during  their  education,  and  they  were  each 
of  them  here  at  the  time  of  their  accession  to  the  throne. 
James  I.  gave  the  palace  to  Sir  Robert  Cecil,  son  of  Lord 
Burghley,  in  exchange  for  Theobalds. 

John  Taylor,  LL.D.,  Master  of  the  Rolls  in  Henry  VIIL's 
reign,  was  rector  here  in  1503.  His  father  was  a  poor  man, 
and,  as  it  is  surmised,  a  tailor.  He  was  one  of  three  sons  born 
at  a  birth,  and  presented  to  Henry  VII.,  who  ordered  they 
should  be  cared  for  and  educated,  and  who  all  became  doctors 
and  obtained  preferment.  He  was  author  of  a  sermon  on 
Luke  ii.  22,  preached  2nd  February,  1508.  He  died  in  1534.1 
William  May,  LL.D.,  was  made  rector  here,  though  a  layman, 
in  1535,  and  next  year  was  ordained.  He  is  described  as  "  a 
man  of  the  most  honest  sort,  wise,  discreet,  and  well  learned." 
In  1547  he  was  one  of  the  visitors  appointed  to  propagate  the 
priuciples  of  the  Reformation  in  several  dioceses.  He  had  a 
share  in  the  compilation  of  The  Institution  of  a  Christian 
Man.  He  was  Dean  of  St.  Paul's,  and  was  elected  Archbishop 
of  York  on  the  day  of  his  death,  August  8th,  1560.2  Henry 
Bagwell,  B.A,  who  succeeded  Boxhall,  is  described  in  1576  as 
nonaabscribens  ratione  senectutis,3  and  was  buried  in  Hatfield 
Church  8th  June,  1584.  He  was  followed  by  another  remark- 
able  man,  Robert  Abbot  (1584 — 1613),  brother  of  George 
Abbot,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  and  himself  Master  of 
Balliol  College,  Oxford,  and  afterwards  Bishop  of  Salisbury. 
He  was  a  profound  divine,  a  Protestant,  and  a  Calvinist,  and 

i  Cooper,  Ath.  Cantab.,  i. 49.  •  Lambeth  MS&,  900.    John  Boxhall, 

*  Cooper,  Ath.  Cantab-  L  207 ;  Strype,      1654,  is  named  by  Cowans,  from  Hari. 
AnmaU,  I.,  i.  806 ;  Grindal,  66.  MSS.  6829,  foL  189  b. 
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wrote  The  Mirror  of  Popish  Subtleties,  also  The  Exaltation  of 
the  Kingdom  and  Priesthood  of  Christ,  and  a  most  accurate 
commentary  on  the  Epistle  to  the  Romans.  He  died  March 
2nd,  1617,  having  resigned  this  living  five  years  before.1 
Robert  Abbot  was  succeeded  in  1613  by  Henry  Rainsford, 
who  held  this  living  till  1646,  and  died  at  Pewin,  whither  he 
removed  in  February  1650-1.  He  was  also  rector  of  Stan- 
more  Magna,  in  Middlesex,  and  seemingly  did  not  reside  at 
Hatfield.  For  in  1617  and  1621  Richard  Paul  signs  the  tran- 
scripts as  "minister"  here,  Gabriel  Partridge  and  Henry  Ewer 
churchwardens.  In  1622  William  Androwes,  clericus,  signs ; 
in  1624  John  Brown,  minister,  signs ;  in  1625  Thomas  Orate, 
curate,  signs;  in  1626  "John  Brown,  minister/'  again,  and 
Thomas  Graye,  curate;  in  1629  John  Brockett,  curate, 
signs;  in  1630  William  Price,  curate.  From  1633  to  1639 
William  Inuoldsbt  signs  as  "curate"  (afterwards  at  Wat- 
ton).  In  1640  "  Galfrid  Sharpe,  curate/1  signs,  and  in  the 
same  year  "  Richard  Wilkinson,  reader.'9  Thus  we  have  no 
fewer  than  eight  different  ministers  here  serving  the  cure  in 
turn  within  twenty  years.1    Henry  Rainsford  was  still  rector 

>  He  signs  himself  simply  "curate  of  tized.  1628,  28th  March,  Gilbert,  son 
Hatfield  in  1609/'  about  which  date  the  of  Gilbert  Millinjrton,  baptised.  1629, 
following  inventory  of  church  goods  is  Richardo  Clutterbuck  nupta  est  Maria 
given  :— *'  Imprimis  one  f  aire  communion  Hickman,  London,  October  12th.  1631, 
cuppe  of  silver,  with  a  cover  to  the  Maria,  daughter  Gulielmi  Price,  cler., 
same ;  a  communion  table,  three  table-  baptised,  22nd  November.  1681,  Ed- 
cloths  for  the  same,  one  of  silk,  one  of  mund,  Alius  Edmundi  Stones,  baptized 
darnix,  and  one  of  holland;  one  Bible,  11th  December.  1682,  John  Ellis  and 
two  communion  books,  the  Paraphrase  Eliz.  Smith  married,  2nd  October.  1682, 
of  Erasmus,  a  register  booke  of  parch-  20th  May,  Gabriel  Partridge  died.  1683, 
ment,  two  pewter  pots  for  wine,  a  sur-  Edward,  son  of  William  Com  it.  Salisb., 
plesse,  two  great  chests  bound  with  baptized  24th  July.  1686,  Isaac  Mar- 
yron  with  three  locks,  a  beare,  five  great  rowe  clericus  sepultus  25th  August, 
bells  and  a  little  bell  with  their  furni-  W.  Ingoldsbv.  1660,  19th  July,  bap- 
tare."  In  the  Acta  we  find  this  entry:  tized  Maria,  filia  Richardi  Lee,  rectori?, 
"1610.  May  12th.  I,  Samuel  Stevens,  et  Elizabeth.  1665,  November  25th, 
do  willingly  subscribe,  etc.  Presented  to  sepult.  Elizabeth,  filia  Richardi  Lee,  D.D. 
Hatfield.*  "  1687, 8rd  May.  I  Richard  1662-8,  January  15tb,  baptized  John, 
Paul,  do  willingly  subscribe,  etc  Hat-  son  of  Richard  and  Elizabeth  Lee,  rector, 
field."  Again,  12th  March,  "  1616-7.  1666,  March  18th,  buried  Maria,  uxor 
Thomas  Bamford,  of  Hatfield,  presented  Edwardi  Hicks,  S.TJP.  1668,  sepultus 
for  carting  of  wood  on  St.  Michael's  day."  PernobilisGulielmus comes Salisburiensis. 

7  These  names  are  from  the  Transcnpt  1671,  Charingo  Gross  nupta  fait  Eliza- 
Registers  at  Hitchin.  Ab  the  originals  bet  ha  Searanke  February  14  th."  In 
are  lost,  we  give  the  fell  owing  extracts: —  1631,  March  16th,  it  is  recorded,  "The 
"1621,  Anna,  filia  Gulielmi  Androwes,  Guardians  have  provided  a  new  Bible, 
elerici,  baptized  18th  July.  1621,  Diana,  and  repaired  the  walls  and  batteries  of 
filia  Gulielmi  Oomitis  Salisburiensis,  bap-  the  south  aisle  of  their  church."  In 
tized  10th  July.  1625,  Phillippus,  Alius  1662  the  church  is  reported  to  be  u  out 
Gulielmi  Comitis  Salisburiensis,  baptized  of  repaire."  These  are  from  the  Acta, 
28th  July.  1628,  12th  October,  Cathe-  which  are  only  fragmentary, 
rina,  filia  Gulielmi  Comit.  Salisb.,  bap- 
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in  1646.  He  accepted  the  Covenant  and  the  Directory,  but 
was  not  allowed  to  retain  both  his  livings.  He  was  called 
upon  to  choose  which  he  would  keep,  and  at  length  resigned 
this  of  Hatfield  ;  but  we  afterwards  find  him  at  Tewin. 

The  following  extracts  from  the  minutes  of  the  Committee 
for  Plundered  Ministers  show  the  method  of  procedure : — 

"  2nd  Jul j,  1646.  It  is  ordered  that  Henry  Baynesford,  minister  of 
Hatfield,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  do  make  his  personal  appearance 
before  this  Com"*  on  the  14th  July  to  show  what  cause  he  can  wherefore' 
the  benefice  of  Hatfield  aforesaid  should  not  be  sequestered  from  him,  in 
regard  he  hath  another  benefice,  viz.,  the  church  of  Stanmer,  in  the 
county  of  Middlesex,  with  tho  cure  of  souls.  July  9th,  1646.  It  is 
ordered  that  the  hearing  of  the  cause  before  this  Con*"  concerning  Henry 
Baynesford,  minister  of  Hatfield,  be  adjourned  until  Wednesday  next 
(because  the  next  Tuesday  is  the  Thanksgiving  day),  on  which  day  he  is 
ordered  to  attend.  July  22nd,  1646.  It  is  ordered  that  Henry  Raines- 
ford,  rector  of  Hatfield,  and  vicar  of  Stanmore,  shall  have  further  day  to 
make  his  election  which  of  the  said  benefices  he  will  keep  and  reside 
upon  till  Thursday  sevennight  next,  being  the  30th  of  July  instant,  on 
which  day  this  Coin*6  do  require  him  peremptorily  to  make  his  said 
election.  August  2nd,  1646.  Whereas  Mr.  Bainesford,  rector  of  the 
rectories  of  Stanmer,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  and  Hatfield,  in  the 
county  of  Hertford,  hath  liberty  to  make  his  election  which  of  those 
rectories  he  will  adhere  unto,  being  unable  to  officiate  the  cures  of  both 
the  said  churches,  and  he  hath  submitted  the  rectory  of  Hatfield  to  the 
Com*"*"  disposal,  it  is  ordered  that  the  rectory  of  Hatfield  shall  stand 
sequestered  from  him  to  the  use  of  some  godly  and  orthodox  divine." ' 

The  "  godly  and  orthodox  divine  "  to  whom  the  living  was 
given  was  none  other  than  the  notorious  Richard  Lee.  But 
before  giving  an  account  of  him  we  must  notice  an  incident  that 
occurred  in  Hatfield  Church  in  1642,  and  which  caused  no  small 
stir  at  the  time.  Mr.  Rainsford  being  an  absentee,  the  pulpit 
wan  occupied  by  various  preachers,  among  them  by  Robert 
Baldwin,  a  Baptist  minister.  Baldwin  seems  to  have  preached 
a  Thursday  Lecture  here,  and  on  one  occasion,  February  8th, 
1643-4,  he  was  accused  of  praying  "neither  for  the  King, 
Parliament,  nor  Synod,  but  absolutely  against  all  authority  " ; 
and  further  that  preaching  from  1  John  v.  11,  he  urged  "  that 
baptism  is  not  to  be  ministered  to  infants,"  and  "that  the 
Sacrament  of  the  Supper  is  not  to  be  ministered  by  us,  that 

»  Add.  MSa,  16,670,  tola.  966, 848. 
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catechising  is  papistical,  that  our  churches  are  idolatrous  as 
the  temples  of  Diana."  l 

"  He  was  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  House  of  Lords,  and  a  letter  was 
produced  written  by  him  to  W.  Tutty,  minister,  of  Totteridge,  challeng- 
ing him  to  a  discussion  to  be  held  at  *  Minima  steeple-house '  on  the 
points  (1)  ( that  ministers  of  the  Church  of  England  are  members  of 
antichrist  and  stewards  of  the  mystery  of  iniquity/  and  (2)  4  that  infants 
of  days  are  not  fit  subjects  of  baptism/  '  This  paper  was  delivered  to  me 
by  Mr.  Baldwin  with  his  own  hand  at  Ridge,  in  Herts,  on  February 
27th,  1643-4.  Wm.  Tutty.'  The  House  ordered  that  the  said  Robert 
Baldwin,  for  endeavouring  to  stir  up  sedition,  shall  stand  committed  to 
the  prison  of  the  Gate  House  in  Westminster.  On  August  20th  he  was 
released,  '  with  a  command  not  to  commit  the  same  offence  again  ;  if  he 
does,  he  must  expect  to  be  more  severely  punished  by  this  House.' "  * 

To  return  to  Richard  Lee.  The  Commissioners  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  state  of  church  livings  in  1650  (George  Hokes, 
of  Hatfield,  being  one  of  the  jury)  report  that  this  parsonage  is 
worth  £460  per  annum  in  lease  to  William,  Earl  of  Salisbury, 
for  a  term  of  years  to  come  ;  that  there  is  reserved  upon  the 
said  lease  a  salary  of  £36  28.  to  the  incumbent;  and  that 
Mr.  Richard  Lee  is  minister,  to  whom  the  Earl  of  Salisbury 
doth  voluntarily  increase  the  salary  to  the  yearly  sum  of 
£200  at  present.  Richard  Lee  was  born  in  1611.  He  had 
been  very  active  in  getting  men  to  take  the  Covenant, 
and  for  this  he  had  a  piece  of  plate  presented  to  him  by  the 
Committee  at  Romford.  In  September  1644  he  appears  in  a 
list  of  twenty-three  appointed  ordainers.'  In  1652  he  signed 
a  petition  that  persons  of  gifts  and  godliness,  though  not 
ordained,  should  preach  and  receive  the  public  maintenance, 
and  that  a  committee  of  ministers  and  others  may  sit  in  every 
county  to  examine  and  approve  such  as  are  called  to  preach.4 
In  1655  he  was  appointed  to  Little  Gaddesden,  in  this  county, 
and  in  1656  to  the  rectory  of  Berkhamstead  St.  Peter,  by 
Cromwell.  Nevertheless  he  retained  Hatfield,  and  at  St. 
Albans  on  January  29th,  1659-60,  he  and  Hugh  Peters  preached 
to  Monk's  army.6    Already  he  had  turned  with  the  times,  and 

1  Lords  Journals,  vi.  470,  where  the  •  Lords  Journals,  ri.,  p.  681. 

charges  may  be  found  in  fall,  signed  by  *  Journals  of  House  of  Commons,  iii. 

Root.  Winchester,  clericus,  Henry  Ayke-  680. 
rayde,   Fulke  Tydder,  Onslow  Tudder,  4  Ibid.,  viii.  2W. 

Francis  Hare,  John  Longstart,  Richard  *  See  pp.  165—167. 

Wilkinson,  clericus. 
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Kennet1  gives  the  following  reappointment  to  Hatfield: 
"  Richard  Lee,  clericus,  admiss.  ad  rect.  de  Hatfield  Episcopi, 
Com.  Hertf.  ad  pres.  D.  regis  per  lapsum  temporis  ut  dicitur. 
19th  December,  1660."  He  conformed  in  1662,  and  preached 
a  sermon,  entitled  "A  Broken  and  a  Contrite  Heart,  at 
St.  Paul's,  Nov.  29th,  1663,  by  Richard  Lee,  D.D.,  rector  of 
King's  Hatfield,  in  Hartfordshire,"  on  Psalm  li.  17,  dedicated  to 
Sheldon.  It  was  an  act  of  abject  self-humiliation.2  He  died 
in  1684,  aged  seventy-three,  and  was  buried  here. 
The  following  is  a  list  of  the  rectors,  1500 — 1662: — 

1503.  John  Taylor,  LL.D.  1625.  Thos.  Graye,  curate. 

1635.  William  May,  LL.D.  1629.  John  Brocket*,  curate. 

1560.  Henry  Bagwell,  B.A.  1630.  Wm.  Price,  curate. 

1584.  Robert  Abbot  1633.  Wm.  Ingoldsby,  curate. 

1613.  Henry  Rainsford.  1640.  Galfrid.  Sharpe,  curate. 

1617.  Richard  Paul,  minister.  Richard  Wilkinson,  reader. 

1622.  Wm.  Androwes,  olericu*.  1647.  Richard  Lee,  ob.  1684. 

1624.  John  Brown,  minister. 

The  manor  of  Ponsborne,  in  this  parish,  was  purchased  daring 
the  Commonwealth  (1653)  by  two  distinguished  men,  Stephen 
Ewer,  of  Watford,  who  came  to  live  here,  and  Joshua  Lomax. 
Both  these  men  became  Nonconformists  in  1662,  and  Stephen 
Ewer  opened  his  house  here  for  '  public  worship  upon  the 
Indulgence  of  1672. 

We  find  the  following  in  the  list  of  licences :— *  The  house 
of  Stephen  Ewer,  at  Punsbome,  licensed  for  a  Congregational 
meeting-place,  1st  May,  1672."  Also,  "Licence  to  Francis 
Warham  to  be  a  Congregational  teacher  in  Ewer's  house  at 
Punsbome,  Hartford,  1st  May,  1672."  * 

This  Francis  Warham  was  M.A.  of  Bennet  College,  Cam- 
bridge, and  had  been  minister  at  Hendon  during  the  Common- 
wealth from  1650.  Calamy  describes  him  as  "  a  man  of  great 
natural  wit,  of  genteel  learning,  of  great  pleasantness  in 
conversation,  and  a  very  practical  and  profitable  preacher,  but 
unsuccessful" 4  He  was  ejected  from  Hendon  in  1662,  because 
he  would  not  conform. 

>  Jfeyiitor,  824.  .  turn,  p.  618.    F.  Warham  published  a 

9  Annait  qf  Evangelical  Nonconformity  sermon  preached  at  the  funeral  of  Mrs* 

in  Estex,  by  T.  W.  Davids,  p.  206.  Helen  Foot,  wife  of  Saml.  Foot,  Esq-  in 

*  Charles  IL,  Domestic ;  Entry  Book,  Aldermanbury  Church,  1661,  and  other 

▼oL.  88.  sermons. 

4  Calamy,  Accomt,  p.  470 ;  Contmua- 
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Another  Nonconforming  minister  who  preached  in  this 
parish  was  William  Tutty,  ejected  from  Totteridge,  which 
was  a  chapel  of  ease  to  Hatfield.  He  became  chaplain  for 
Colonel  Mark  ham,  anc}  afterwards  preached  usually  at  New- 
gate Street,  a  village  in  this  parish,  six  miles  south-east  of 
the  town  of  Hatfield.     He  died  in  1678. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  places  of  meeting  for  religious 
worship  under  the  Toleration  Act,  certified  to  the  Arch- 
deacon : — 

1.  "  These  are  to  certifie  that  the  house  of  John  Leaper,  in  the  pariah 
of  Hatfield,  and  county  of  Hertford,  is  appointed  and  set  apart  for  a  place 
of  meeting  and  assemblies  for  religions  worship  by  the  people  commonly 
called  Anabaptists.  Witness  onr  hands,  James  Harding,  Hugh  Smith, 
John  Hill,  John  Rawlins,  John  Adkins,  Wm.  Woodger.  Regd  27th  March, 
1694.* 

2.  "  These  are  to  certifie,  according  to  Act  of  Parliament  in  that  case, 
that  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters  do  intend  to  meet  for 
religious  worship  at  the  house  of  Jesper  Ireland,  of  Creamer  Hide,  in  the 
parish  of  Hatfield,  in  the  county  of  Hertford.  Witness  our  hands  this 
21st  April,  1701.  Henry  Johnson,  Thos.  Ellis,  John  Land  (his  mark). 
Begd.  29th  April,  1701." 

3.  "  This  is  to  certify  that  we  whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed, 
being  Protestant  Dissenters,  hereby  request  that  a  certain  house  and 
premises  situated  in  the  town  of  Hatfield,  near  a  pond  called  Butterdale 
Pond,  in  a  back  lane  of  that  aforesaid  town  of  Hatfield  that  leads  to  the 
Redding  road,  and  the  aforesaid  house  and  premises  now  in  possession  of 
a  Mr.  John  Nicholas,  baker,  may  be  entered  as  a  place  set  apart  for  the 
purpose  of  Divine  and  social  worship,  according  to  an  Act,  etc.  Witness 
our  hands  this  26th  April,  1802.  William  Broady,  minister  of  the  Gospel, 
Michael  Whitbread,  Nathl.  Whitbread,  Abraham  Jackson,  Joseph  Broady." 
[Mr.  Broady  was  ordained  Independent  minister  at  Poplar  September 
8th,  1796.— Evan,  Mag.,  iv.  431.] 

4.  "  These  are  to  certify  that  we,  being  Protestant  Dissenters,  request 
that  a  certain  house  and  premises  situated  in  Tyler's  Causeway,  in  the 
parish  of  Hatfield,  now  in  possession  of  Mr.  Christopher  Gamon,  gent., 
may  be  registered  as  a  place  set  apart  for  Divine  and  social  worship, 
according  to  an  Act,  etc.  July  19th,  1807.  Wm.  Broady,  minister,  Abr. 
Jackson,  D.  Hine,  John  Hedges,  John  Whaley.    Regd.  July  24th,  1807." 

5.  "  The  house  of  Robert  Young,  in  the  parish  of  Hatfield,  certified  as  a 
place  of  meeting  for  religious  worship  for  Protestants,  on  November  19th, 
1816,  by  Robert  Young." 

6.  "  The  house  of  Wm.  Clarke,  in  Bishop's  Hatfield,  certified  as  a  place 
of  worship  for  Protestants,  February  8th,  1827,  by  W.  Clarke." 

7.  "  The  house  of  Anthony  Hill,  the  property  of  Robert  Taylor,  in 
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Bishop's  Hatfield,  certified  aa  a  place  of  worship  for  Protestant  Dissenters, 
August  22nd,  1827,  by  Phil.  Ellis,  John  Godfrey,  George  Hill." 

8.  u  The  house  of  Bob.  Taylor,  in  Bishop's  Hatfield,  certified  as  a  place 
of  worship  for  Protestant  Dissenters,  July  26th,  1828,  by  Phil.  Ellis, 
Geo.  Clay,  Jn.  Godfrey." 

9.  "House  at  Lemsford  Mills  certified  as  a  place  of  religious  worship 
for  Protestants  [Methodists],  on  October  7th,  1831,  by  Wm.  Clarke." 
[There  is  a  Wesleyan  chapel  here  now.] 

10.  "House  at  Standborough,  in  the  parish  of  Bishop's  Hatfield, 
certified  as  a  place  of  worship  for  Protestants,  May  15th,  1832,  by  Benj. 
Moorcroft." 

11.  "The  house  of  John  Hawkins,  at  Bishop's  Hatfield,  certified  as 
a  place  of  worship  for  Protestants,  December  31st,  1832,  by  John 
Hawkins  and  Wm.  Edwards  [Methodists]." 

Park  Street  Chapel  (Union  of  Independents  and  Baptists)  completed 
1823.  Ministers :— Charles  Maslin  (ob.  25th  Nov.,  1829) ;  John  Taylor ; 
Geo.  Yerrall ;  Joshua  Bryan ;  J.  L.  Underwood ;  J.  E.  Good ;  G.  W. 
Russell;  T.  W.  Lowrie ;  Samuel  Raban  (1845—54);  Samuel  Bird 
(Baptist,  1854—58)  ;  Thos.  Crow ;  Joseph  Joy  (1864—71)  ;  John  Cox 
Bird  (Independent,  1873,  till  his  death  11th  June,  1879) ;  James  S. 
SherreU  1880—83. 


LETCHWORTH. 
Acres,  1,027 ;  pop.,  108 ;  value  £800. 

This  parish,  in  the  Archdeaconry  of  Huntingdon,  belonged  to 
the  monastery  of  St.  Albans,  and  mention  is  made  in  the  Oesta  of 
the  establishment  of  the  Abbot's  right  against  Sir  R.  Munfichat 
to  appoint  the  rector.  On  examination  of  the  Lincoln  registers 
the  Abbot's  claim  was  established,  and  he  appointed  Adam  de 
Goldingham,  who  resigned  it,  and  afterwards  he  appointed 
R.  de  Donbrige.1  In  1466  the  presentation  of  John  Mus  to 
this  living  was  annulled,  "because  he  was  a  Frenchman  by 
birth/'  and  one  Hyne  was  admitted  in  his  stead.  The  parish 
was  then  under  a  yearly  tax  to  the  kitchener  of  St  Albans.  In 
1467  John  lppinge  was  admitted,  who  in  1470  exchanged  with 
Thos.  Wyrly,  vicar  of  Leighton  Buzzard.  Thos.  Wyrly  died 
3rd  March,  1475-6,  and  his  effigy  is  on  a  brass  in  the  chanceL* 

»  GtMta  Abbahm  8.  Attain,  ed.  Riley,  1479,   by  Robert  Knight;   in  1481  by 

iL  61.  Wm.  Whitewey.—Regulra  Abhatum,  in 

*  He  was  followed  by  Thomas  Whita-  J.  Whethanistede,  ed. Riley,  ii.  60,  61, 66, 

ker,  and  upon  hia  resignation  in  1478,  88,  187,  S01,  244. 
by  Robert  Syssott,  and  on  his  death, 
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In  or  about  the  year  1576,  Henry  Hammond,  JUL,  is 
named  as  rector  of  Letchworth,  and  is  described  as  coiuAona^ 
tor.  He  must  have  been  a  man  of  influence  in  the  county, 
for  he  is  named  by  Cooper,  Bishop  of  Lincoln  in  1574,  as  one 
of  the  four  chief  moderators  whom  he  required  always  to  be 
present  at  the  Prophesyings.1  The  next  name  is  that  of  John 
Bill,  S.T.P.,  son  of  Andrew  Bill,  of  Ash  well.  He  was  rector 
of  Wallington,  prebend  of  Kilsbey,*  and  was  here  from  1597  till 
his  death  in  1622.  In  1615  Stephen  Harbert  signs  as  curate. 
In  1622  Robert  Yardley,  who  had  been  curate  at  Clothall, 
became  rector,  and  signs  as  "  minister  "  in  1623.  Tbe  baptisms 
of  his  children  are  the  main  entries  in  the  registers,  which 
are  very  brief.8  The  transcript  is  returned  for  each  year,  but 
simply  stating  there  had  been  none.  In  1634  the  parishioners 
were  ordered  *  to  repaire  their  pulpit  and  reading  desk."  In 
1635,  May  28th,  "the  judge  did  in  open  court  suspend  Robert 
Yardley,  clericus  and  parson  of  Letchworth";  the  reason  is  not 
stated,  but  he  was  soon  restored,  as  the  registers  show.  In  1637 
the  collectors  of  shipmoney  report  that  "  Mr.  Yardley,  clerk,  is 
very  poor,  and  no  distress  to  be  had,  his  goods  being  taken  for 
the  King  out  of  the  First-fruits  Office."4  He  seems  to  have  left 
about  the  year  1641,  and  the  living  was  sequestered.  The  next 
minister  was  John  Wright,  who  appears  in  1646,  when  he 
had  been  already  officiating  here  for  some  time,  as  the  follow- 
ing Minutes  of  the  Committee  for  Plundered  Ministers  show : — 

"  June  22nd,  1646.*  It  is  ordered  that  the  petition  of  William  Papworth 
concerning  his  claim  of  and  unto  the  tithes  of  Kimberley,  in  the  parish  of 
Letchworth,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  a  copy  whereof  is  hereto  annexed, 
be  referred  to  the  Com**  of  Pari1  sitting  at  Hertford,  who  are  required 
to  examine  the  truth  of  the  said  petition,  and  of  his  claim  to  the  pre- 

>  See   p.    426,    and    Strype,    Annals.  90th,  1629 ;  Martha,  August  23rd,  1632." 

II.,  i.  477.     He  held  the  vicarage  of  "  Buried :   Martha,  daughter  of  Robert 

Broxborne,  1588—1592,  and  was   Pre-  Yardley,   November  4th,   1638;   Suean 

bend  of  Hoxton.    He  probably  died  in  Yardley,  wife  of  Robert  Yardley,  July 

1592.  See  Newcourt,  Repertorivm,  L  164,  80th,  1684."   "  1686.  These  are  to  certifie 

222,  818.  that  within  the  pariah  of  Letchworth- 

■  Cnssans,  (kbeyjp.  29.    In  1610  John  cum-Durley  there   hath  been    neither 

Parker  and  Thos.  Knight  sign  as  guar-  marriage,  christening,  nor  burial,  from 

dians.    "  1615,  July  9th,   Mr.  Timothy  the  feast  of  St.  Michael,  1636,  till  after 

Gray  and  Mrs.  Margaret  Meade  were  the  feast  of  8t.  Michael,  1687.    Robert 

married."    "  1685,  Julian    Bill,   widow,  Yardley,  rector.  John  Arnold,  guardian." 

buried  January  19th."    Transcript  Re-  1689,  none;    1640,  none;    1641{  none; 

gisten  at  Hitchin  from  1610.  1642,  one  marriage  and  one  baptism. 

»  -'Baptized :  Mary,  April  15th,  1628 :  ♦  S.P.O.,  Charles  I..  Domestic,  vol.  166. 

Sara,  August  14th,  1626 ;  Susan,  April  *  Add.  M8S,  15670. 
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mises,  and  of  his  writings  and  evidences  concerning  the  same,  and  whether 
they  are  made  bond  fide,  and  upon  what  consideration,  and  whether  the 
possession  of  the  premises  hath  been  enjoyed,  calling  before  them  the 
minister  to  whom  the  same  is  sequestered,  and  the  witnesses  on  both 
sides,  and  upon  hearing  of  the  whole  matter  to  certify  the  same  to  this 
Com**.  September  11th,  1646.  Refer  John  Wright,  minister,  to  the 
Assembly  of  Divines  for  the  cure  of  the  church  of  Letch  worth, -in 
Com.  Hertford.  September  11th,  1646.  Whereas  the  rectory  of  the 
parish  church  of  Letchworth,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  is  sequestered 
from  Robert  Yardley  by  order  of  the  Bight  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Manchester, 
in  pursuance  whereof  John  Wright,  a  godly  and  orthodox  divine,  hath 
and  doth  still  officiate  the  cure  of  the  said  church,  it  is  ordered  that  the 
said  rectory  shall  stand  sequestered  to  the  use  of  the  said  John  Wright, 
and  that  he  do  continue  to  officiate  the  cure  of  the  said  church  as  rector 
and  preacher,  etc.  September  11th,  1646.  Whereas  this  Com**  have  this 
day  ordered  that  the  rectory  of  Letchworth,  in  the  county  of  Hertford, 
sequestered  from  Robert  Yardley  by  the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Man- 
chester, should  stand  sequestered  to  the  use  of  John  Wright,  a  godly  and 
orthodox  divine,  for  that  the  said  Mr.  Wright  hath  since  the  said  seques- 
tration officiated  there,  it  is  ordered  that  the  said  Mr.  Wright,  paying 
a  fifth  part  of  the  profits  of  the  said  rectory  since  the  said  sequestration 
to  the  wife  and  children  of  the  said  Mr.  Yardley,  together  with  all  arrears 
of  the  said  rectory  by  him  received  which  were  payable  before  the  said 
sequestration,  the  said  Mr.  Wright  shall  have  all  the  residue  of  the  said 
profits  due  since  the  said  sequestration  for  his  pains  in  officiating  the  said 
cure." 

John  Wright  did  not  long  remain  here,  for  the  Commis- 
sioners to  inquire  into  the  state  of  church  livings  report  in 
1650  (John  North  being  juror  for  Letchworth),  that  this 
living  is  worth  £70  per  annum,  and  that  William  Whitsey 
is  the  minister.  He  seems  to  have  conformed  and  continued 
here  till  his  death  in  1676,1  when  Ralph  Battle  was  appointed. 
The  following  is  a  list  of  the  rectors,  1576—1662  :— 

1576.  Henry  Hammond,  M.A.  1645.  John  Wright 

1597.  John  Bill.  1650.  William  Whitsey. 

1615.  Stephen  Harbert,  curate.  1676.  Ralph  Battle. 
1622.  Robert  Yardley. 

>  "1661,  baptized  20th  February  Mar-  annis  duobus.  1665,  20th  July,  Mr. 
smret,  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  W.  Witsey,  rector,  doth  present  John 
Whitsey.  1664,  1st  September,  baptised  North,  the  formerly  sworn  church  war- 
Bridget,  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  den,  and  W.  Thinsell,  the  now  elected 
Whitsey.  1662,  October  10th,  sepult.,  churchwarden,  but  not  yet  sworn,  for 
Thomas  Foster.  1666,  nemo  nascitur  not  collecting  several  briefs  under  the 
hoc  anno.    1670,  1671,  nemo  natus  ibi  great  seal/1 — Acta. 
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KNEBWORTH. 
Acre*,  2,696  :  pop.,  260 ;  value,  £525. 

Among  the  Jones  MSS.1  in  Dr.  Williams'  library,  Grafton 
Street.  London,  are  fragments  of  an  original  register  amounting 
to  thirty  loose  paper  leaves,  contained  in  a  paper  wrapper 
thus  inscribed  by  Mr.  Jones,  "  Parish  of  Knebworth,  in  the 
county  of  Hertford,"  "  Found  among  some  old  waste  papers  in 
a  private  house."     The  first  leaf  is  thus  headed  : — 

"A  Booke  or  Register  conteyninge  all  Christenings,  Marrying*,  and 
Buryalls  within  the  Church  of  Knebworth  from  the  Feast  of  8t.  Michael 
Tharchangell  beinge  the  29th  daye  of  September,  in  the  yeare  of  our 
Lord  God  1596,  and  in  the  yeare  of  the  raigne  of  our  Soveren  Ladie 
Qnene  Eliiabeth  28th,  as  foUoweth." 

The  first  leaf  contains  christenings,  marriages,  and  burials 
intermixed,  from  1596  to  April  1599.  Then  there  is  a  gap 
from  1599 — 1607,  when  leaf  2  begins,  and  the  register  runs  on 
without  break  to  1650.  There  is  a  gap  between  1650  and 
1663,  and  again  from  1669—1703.  The  thirty  loose  leaves  of 
register  are  followed  by  six  of  churchwardens'  accounts,  begin- 
ning thus : — 

"  The  accounte  of  Richard  Bigge,  John  Camfield,  church  wardens  for 
the  pariah  of  Knebworth,  before  Mr.  Rowland  Lytton,  Esq.,  Robert 
Hodgkins,  clericus,  John  Darde,  Jo.  Kimpton,  Jo.  Mason,  Thos.  Yonnge, 
and  Thos.  Wrighte,  parishioners,  taken  21st  December,  being  St.  Thos. 
daye,  a.d.  1599." 

The  accounts  run  on  from  this  date  to  1609,  and  after  them 
comes  a  paper  in  Mr.  Jones1  hand,  noting  particular  entries  in 
the  MS. 

As  early  as  1576  the  name  of  Richard  Hodgeson  appears 
as  rector  here,  with  the  words  ad  cone,  hab., "  able  to  preach  ;WJ 
and  he  probably  is  the  same  with  the  Robert  Hodgekins  named 
in  the  fragmentary  register,  thus:  "Edward  Willsher,  the 
sonne  of  Thomas  Willsher,  of  Langly,  christened  5th  May, 
1597,  whose  sureties  were  Roberte  Hodgekins,  of  Knebworth, 
parson/'  etc.,  and  again  as  surety  2nd  July,  1598.   He  is  named 

i  John  Jones,  minister  of  Sheephall,  very  miscellaneous  character.    See  Wel- 

who  died  August  8th,  1770,  in  the  seven-  wyn  and  BheephalL     The  Knebworth 

tieth  year  of  his  age,  bequeathed  his  MSS.  Fragments  are  marked  B.  17. 

to  Dr.  Williams' library.    They  are  of  a  *  Lambeth  M88.,  900. 
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again  (1602)  in  the  churchwardens'  accounts  thus,  though  the 
entry  has  been  crossed  out  by  a  later  hand :  "  Remaining  in 
the  hand  of  Robert  Hodgkins,  clerke,  for  the  which  he  standeth 
bound  to  the  churchwardens  at  Knebworth,  the  sum,  I  say,  of 
£10."  He  died  in  1605,  and  on  13th  October  of  that  year 
Robert  Hundlebye  was  instituted.1  In  1614  we  have  the  two 
following  reports  sent  to  the  Archdeacon  of  Huntingdon : — 

"  Theee  are  to  certifie  that  there  be  neither  recusants  nor  any  which 
have  not  received  at  the  time  appointed  according  to  the  canons  within 
the  parish  of  Knebworth,  John  Dards,  Edw.  Flindell,  ch.  w. — Knebworth, 
worth  £13 ;  communicants,  100 ;  recusants,  none ;  patron,  Sir  Rowland 
Lytton,  Kt.  Robert  Hundlebye,  rector " ;  this  is  undated,  but  belongs 
to  the  same  date  or  thereabouts. 

Robert  Hundlebye  died  in  1629,  and  in  the  register  we 
find,  u  1629,  Mr.  Robert  Hundleby,  clerke,  buried  June  4th," 
Christopher  Thornton,  who  followed,  remained  here  undis- 
turbed, and  probably  complying  with  the  Covenant  and 
Directory,  till  his  death  in  1649.  The  Commissioners  to 
inquire  touching  church  livings  in  1650  (the  "jurymen"  for 
Knebworth  being  John  Dodd  and  John  Kimpton),  report  that 
the  parsonage  is  worth  £160,  and  that  Mr.  Samuel  Bentham 
is  minister.8  He  conformed  in  1662,  and  enforced  conformity 
upon  his  parishioners;  for  in  the  Acta  of  the  Archdeaconry  it 
is  recorded,  li  1665,  July  20th,  Mr.  S.  Bentham,  rector,  did 
present  John  Kimpton,  senior,  and  John  Kimpton,  junior, 
Geo.  Campe,  John  Parker,  and  John  Flindall,  for  not  receiving 
the  Sacrament  at  any  time  for  fifteen  years ;  and  Wm.  Har- 
wood  for  keeping  his  child,  a  year  old,  unbaptized."  Samuel 
Bentham  died  in  1703,  and  was  buried  October  13th.3  William 
Litton  succeeded  him.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  rectors, 
1576—1662:— 

1576.  Robert  Hodgekins.  1629.  Christopher  Thornton. 

1605.  Robert  Hundlebye.  1649.  Samuel  Bentham. 

i  Clutterbuck,  ii.  880.  His  name  occurs  October  19th ;  1659.  April  8th,  Joseph ; 

in   the   register  thus:    "Buryed  Alice  1661,  January  6th,  Anne;  1668-4.  Janu- 

Hodgkina,  April  3rd,  1609,  by  us,  Root.  ary  10th,  Martha.— Buried  Edith,  wife 

Hundlebie,  rector."  of  Samuel   Bentham,  rector,  February 

*  Lambeth  M88.,  Survey,  No.  10 ;  15th,  1664.  He  seemingly  married  again, 
iAnsd.  MSB.  459.  for  in  1668,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Sam. 

*  "  1708,  October  17th,  buried  Mr.  Bentham,  was  baptised,  April  26th  ;  and 
Samuel  Bentham.  He  had  a  family;  Ursula  on  January  18th,  1669/'  See 
1656,  Judith,  daughter  of  Samuel  Ben-  Transcript  Registers  at  Hitchin. 

tham,  clerk,  and  Edith  his  wife,  baptized, 
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Dame  Judith  Barrington,  daughter  of  Sir  Rowland  Lytton, 
of  Knebworth,  and  wife  first  to  Sir  Geo.  Smith,  of  Annables, 
and  then  to  Sir  Thomas  Barrington,  of  Hatfield,  Broad  Oak, 
Essex,  was  buried  here  on  September  16th,  1657.  She  was  a 
friend  to  the  Puritans,  and  so  was  her  father.  Her  second 
husband  was  a  member  of  the  Westminster  Assembly.  "This 
day,"  Wednesday,  February  21st,  1644,  writes  Lightfoot,  "Sir 
Thomas  Barrington  was  entered  a  member  of  the  Assembly, 
and  took  the  protestation/'  *  Thomas  Goodwin,  M.A.,  the  Com- 
monwealth minister  of  South  Weald,  Essex,  preached  and 
published  her  funeral  sermon,1  and  speaks  of  "her  singular 
prudence,  meekness,  sobriety,  integrity,  affability.  Where  can 
you  show  me  so  many  rich  stones  in  one  ring  together  again? 
God  had  enriched  her  with  the  knowledge  of  Himself  and 
Jesus  Christ.  'Let  us/  saith  she,  'love  one  another  more 
and  more,  and  let  us  not  love  ourselves  in  one  another,  but 
Christ  in  one  another;  that  love  will  be  sure  to  last  and 
abide/" 


MUNDEN  MAGNA. 
Acres,  8,862 ;  pop.,  489 ;  value,  £785. 

George  Bullock,  D.D.,  born  about  1521,  educated  at  Eton 
and  St  John's,  Cambridge,  was  rector  of  this  parish  during 
the  reign  of  Mary.  He  was  a  Romanist  of  eminence,  and,  as 
Margaret  Professor  of  Divinity  at  Cambridge,  was  examined 
to  substantiate  the  charge  of  heresy  against  Bucer,  before  the 
exhumation  and  burning  of  his  body.  Soon  after  the  accession 
of  Elizabeth  he  was  deprived  for  refusing  to  take  the  oath  of 
supremacy.  He  left  England,  and  resided  at  Antwerp,  where 
he  died,  1580.8  In  1576  one  Wm.  Curlowes  was  rector  here, 
and  is  described  as  ad  concionomdum  habUis*  This  parish  is 
celebrated  as  the  scene  of  the  labours  for  two-and-thirty  years 

i  Journal  of  the  Assembly  of  Divines,  late  fellow  of  St.  John's,  Cambridge,  now 

Lightfoot's  Works,   Pitman's   ed.,  vol.  minister  of  the  Gospel  at  8onth  WeakL" 

xiiL,  p.  170.  London,  1658,  4to ;  see  especially  p.  65. 

t  "  A  Fair  Prospect,  showing  clearly  •  Cooper,  Athene*  Cantab-,  L  429. 

the  difference  between  things  that  are  *  Lambeth  MSS.,900.    In  1611,  "17th 

seen  and  things  that  are  not  seen ;  in  a  July,  Richard  Kirby,a  weaver  of  Munden 

sermon  preached  at  the  funeral  of  the  Magna,  was  presented  becanse  he  worked 

Hon.  Lady  Judith  Barrington,  at  Eneb-  at  his  trade  on  May  Day  last."— Ada  of 

worth,  in  Hertfordshire,  by  T.  Goodwin  Archd.  of  Huntingdon. 
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of  the  learned  minister,  Dr.  John  Lightfoot,  author  of  the  Hotcb 
Hebraicce,  and  other  standard  works  in  Sacred  Theology. 
"  Munden,"  says  his  biographer,  "  was  the  favourite  residence 
of  Lightfoot ;  whenever  he  could  find  any  relaxation  from  his 
academic  duties,  he  was  impatient  to  bury  himself  in  his  study 
of  Munden."  x  Respecting  this  parish  he  writes,  "The  rectory 
of  Great  Munden,  which  now  for  the  past  twenty  years  I  enjoy, 
was  enjoyed  before  me  under  two  kings  by  two  rectors,  illus^ 
trious  in  name  and  of  no  common  merit,  who  had  few  to  equal 
them  in  the  times  in  which  they  lived.  George  Downham, 
S.T.D.,  who  was  translated  to  the  bishopric  of  Deny,  in  Ireland, 
was  appointed  by  Ring  James ;  and  by  King  Charles  I.  the 
excellent  Samuel  Ward,  S.T.D.,  his  successor,  Master  of  Sydney 
Sussex  College,  Cambridge,  and  the  very  learned  Margaret 
Professor  of  Divinity  in  the  same  University.  How  unworthy 
am  I  to  be  the  follower  of  such  men,  how  far  below  them ! "  2 

Of  the  predecessors  here  named,  George  Downham  was  the 
son  of  William  Downham,  Bishop  of  Chester,  and  was  educated 
in  Christ's  College,  Cambridge,  of  which  he  became  Fellow  in 
1585.  He  was  made  vicar  of  Caddington  Minor,  Middlesex, 
1598,  and  afterwards  of  Caddington  Major.  He  was  instituted 
to  the  rectory  of  Great  Munden  10th  September,  1601,  and 
was  one  of  James  I.'s  chaplains.  He  held  these  preferments 
until  1616,  when  he  was  promoted  to  the  see  of  Londonderry, 
in  Ireland,  where,  dying  April  17th,  1634,  he  was  buried  in 
the  Cathedral  Church  there.3 

Samuel  Ward,  S.T.P.,  was  vicar  of  this  parish  for  twenty 
years,  from  1616  to  1636.  He  was  born  at  Bishop's  Middle-  * 
ham,  in  the  bishopric  of  Durham,  scholar  of  Christ's  College, 
Cambridge,  and  afterwards  Fellow  of  Emmanuel.  He  was  one 
of  the  English  divines  at  the  Synod  of  Doit,  and  was  always 
esteemed  a  Puritan.  In  1636  he  became  Master  of  Sidney 
Sussex  College,  Cambridge,  and  Margaret  Professor  of  Divinity. 
He  was  one  of  the  Committee  for  Religion  that  sat  in  the 

1  Light  foot 'a  Works,  Pitman's  Edition,  "  To  the  altar  of  his  mercy  I  humbly 
i.  52-62.  fly  in  a  lowlv  supplication,  begging  and 

2  Dedication  to  the  Hebrew  and  TaU  entreating  him  to  vouchsafe  to  continue 
mudical  Exercitations  on  St.  Mark,  Pit-  and  establish  my  station  in  this  place." 
man's  Edition,  voL  xi.,  p.  369.   The  dedi-  8  Ware's  Prelates  of  Ireland,  52  ;  New- 
cation    goes   on  in  a  fulsome,   almost  court,  Repertorium,  i.  128. 


blasphemous,  imploration  of  Charles  IL, 
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Jerusalem  Chamber  in  1640,  and  one  of  the  Westminster 
Assembly  of  Divines.  On  the  breaking  out  of  the  civil  war 
he  joined  in  sending  the  college  plate  to  Charles  I.  He  was 
on  this  ground  deprived  of  his  Mastership  in  1644,1  and  died 
soon  after. 

In  1643  (September  12th)  the  learned  John  Liohtfoot, 
S.T.P.,  was  appointed  by  the  Parliament  minister  of  this  parish, 
and  continued  vicar  here  till  his  death  in  1675.  He  was  bom 
March  29th,  1 602,  in  the  rectory  at  Stoke-upon-Trent.  His  father, 
Thomas  Lightfoot,  "  was  in  very  good  reputation,  both  in  the 
country  or  town  of  Uttoxeter,  where  he  was  minister.  One  thing 
I  give  you  a  hint  of,  he  was  a  great  Puritan."8  His  son,  John, 
was  educated  at  Moreton  Green,  Congleton,  Cheshire,  under 
the  care  of  Mr.  Whitehead,  and  entered  Christ's  College, 
Cambridge,  1617.  He  took  his  B.A.  degree  in  1621,  and  gave 
himself  specially  to  the  study  of  Hebrew.  He  first  became 
minister  of  Norton-under-Hales,  Salop,  then  spent  two  years 
at  Stone,  and  removed  to  Hornsey,  that  he  might  have  access 
to  Zion  College  Library.  In  1630  he  retired  to  Uttoxeter, 
where  he  gave  himself  to  study  for  twelve  years.  In  June 
1642  he  again  visited  London,  preached  at  St.  Bartholomew's 
behind  the  Exchange,  and  was  chosen  one  of  the  Westminster 
Assembly  of  Divines,  whose  sittings  began  July  1st,  1643. 
He  attended  the  sittings  regularly,  took  an  active  part,  and 
kept  a  journal  of  the  proceedings.  Here  we  find  the  first 
mention  of  his  nomination  to  Great  Munden : — 

"  After  this  we  had  some  discourse  concerning  Mr.  Coleman  (preacher 
of  the  Tower),  that  had  held  us  some  time  this  morning  before  we  sat 
(Tuesday,  January  9th,  1643-4),  and  it  being  again  moved  that  he  might 
be  admitted  to  the  place  to  which  he  was  commended  (a  sequestration)— 

1  Neal,  History  of  Puritan*,  iii.  48,  98,  Geo.  Downame  and  Anna  his  wife,  bap- 

101.    During  S.  Ward's  life  Richard  tized    December   7th.    1626,   Hay  6th. 

Pooley  signs  the  Transcript  Register  as  Samuel,  son  of  Mr.  Richard  Pooley  and 

"curate"  or  "minister"  irom   1623  to  Mary  his  wife,  baptized.    1640,  May  4th. 

1626    (see    Weston),   and    Humphrey  Baptized  Thomaa,  son  of  John  Dawson 

Hartness  from  1629  to  March  1st,  1636-7,  and  Sarah  his  wife.    1641-2.   Baptized 

when    he   was  buried    here.     In    1637  William,  son  of  John  Dawson  and  Sarah 

Robert  Habsell  signs  as  "  curate,"  and  his  wife." — Transcript  Registers  of  Great 

John  Dawson  from  1689  to  1642.    We  Munden.  at  Hitchin.    In  16S4  (January 

find  a  John  Banyan  in  the  Register  thus  :  28th),  u  Nathanael  Bray,  of  Much  Man- 

"  1639,  October  6th.  Married  John  Bunn-  den.  was  presented  for  suffering  his  mill 

yon  and  Mary  Burman.    1640,  Septem-  to  go  and  a  servant  to  work  on  a  noli- 

ber  18th.   Baptized  Mary,  daughter  of  day."— Acta. 

John  Bunnyon  and  Mary  his  wife."  Also  'Letter  of  J.  Duckfield  to  Strype; 

"  1610.  Sara  Downame,  daughter  of  Mr.  Lightfoot's  Works,  xiii.  484. 
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viz.,  Great  Munden,  in  Hertfordshire,1  this  was  generally  denied ;  and 
Mr.  Sedgwick  moved  some  one  of  our  Assembly  might  be  recommended 
to  that  place,  and  I  was  nominated  ;  and  it  was  ordered,  with  unanimous 
consent,  that  I  should  be  recommended  to  the  Committee  for  that  purpose 
for  that  place."2  "  Monday,  January  22nd,  1643-4.  This  day  I  was  at 
Munden ;  and  it  was  the  first  time  that  I  was  there,  and  the  first  ^7 
that  I  was  absent  from  the  Assembly  since  we  first  sat." ' 

Soon  after  this  he  had  to  meet  a  suit  brought  against  him 
by  the  executrix  of  Dr.  Ward.  The  following  is  from  the 
minutes  of  the  Committee  for  Plundered  Ministers : — 

"  March  1st,  1644.  Whereas  this  Com4"  are  informed  that  there  is  a 
cause  depending  before  the  Justices  of  the  Peace,  in  the  county  of  Hert- 
ford, concerning  certain  tithes  of  the  rectory  of  Munden  in  the  said 
county,  claimed  by  Mrs.  Mary  Birchmore,  as  executrix  of  the  last  will  of 
Doctor  Ward,  late  rector  there.  Whereas  Mr.  John  Lightfoot,  a  member 
of  the  reverend  Assembly  of  Divines,  to  whom  the  said  rectory  is  seques- 
tered, conceiveth  himself  to  have  interest  by  virtue  of  the  order  of  this 
Com*06  in  that  behalf,  and  in  regard  of  his  necessary  attendance  on  the 
said  Assembly,  he  feareth  he  shall  not  be  able  to  produce  all  his  witnesses 
and  such  writings  and  proofs  to  manifest  and  clear  his  right  by  the  day 
fixed  by  the  Justices  for  hearing  the  said  cause.  It  is  therefore  ordered 
that  the  said  Justices  be,  and  they  are  hereby  desired  to  give  the  said 
Mr.  Lightfoot  such  further  day  for  the  producing  his  said  witnesses  and 
proofs,  and  making  good  his  claim  to  the  said  tithes,  as  his  service  in  the 
Assembly  may  not  be  hindered,  or  himself  straitened  or  prevented  in  the 
full  discovery  of  his  title  in  the  premisses."  * 

We  have  not  discovered  any  record  of  the  issue  of  this  suit. 
The  following  extracts  illustrate  his  manner  of  life  at  Munden : — 

u  The  Doctor  lived  near  a  mile  from  church,  and  never  failed  for  any 
weather,  generally  walking  it,  wet  or  dry.  His  parish  was  scattered,  and 
far  from  him,  and  he  loved  his  study  very  much  ;  but  in  case  of  sickness 
he  never  neglected  his  duty.  His  house  was  a  continual  hospital,  none 
went  away  unrelieved.  His  charities  are  supposed  considerable,  for  he 
had  £300  a  year,  and  no  charge  nor  visible  expense,  yet  spent  all.  When 
at  Ely  he  was  uneasy  because  of  his  absence  from  his  parishioners,  and 
would  often  express  an  earnest  longing  to  be  among  his  dear  "  russet 
coats,"  as  he  called  them.  Their  love  to  him  appeared  most  in  frequenting 
the  church,  and  in  sorrow  at  his  death.  When  the  King  came  (in  1660) 
he  neglected  to  get  a  new  title ;  a  Fellow  of  St.  John's  procured  a  pre 
sentation  to  it,  of  which  Sir  Harry  Caesar  gave  him  notice  before  institu- 

1  The  Acta  of  the  ArchcL   of  Hunt.  Assembly  of  Divines,  Pitman's  Edition, 

name  one  Simeon  Mason  instituted  to  xiii.  108. 

this  Hying  May  1644, /Mr  mortem  Saml.  •  Ibid.,  p.  116. 

Ward.    He  probably  never  obtained  it.  <  Add.  MS8.  15,669,  foL  44. 

*  Lightfoofe  Workf,  Journal  of  the 
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tion  ;  so  the  Doctor  made  friends  (as  by  his  dedication) ;  bat  it  cost  him 
some  money  to  that  Fellow  by  way  of  composition,  under  £100.'" 

This  circumstance  it  was  that  gave  rise  to  the  statement 
that  Dr.  Lightfoot  was  silenced     He  certainly  had  a  narrow 
escape  of  being  ejected  in  1660,  but  he  conformed  in  1662, 
and  was  here  from  1644  to  his  death.     The  Commissioners 
of  1650  report   that  "the  living  is  worth   £160,  and  that 
Dr.  John  Lightfoot  serves  the  cure."2    In  1656  he  lost  his 
wife,  and  afterwards  married  the  relict  of  Mr.  Austin  Bro- 
grave,  of  Hammels  in  this  county.    He  was  grave,  aifable, 
courteous  in  deportment,  temperate  and  abstemious  in  diet; 
he  drank  only  water,  and  altogether  abstained  from  wine. 
He  was  industrious  as  a  student,  having  for  his  motto,  D3BTI 
STJJffl,  "Early  and  Late."     If  he  was  much  in  his  study, 
he  was  also  much  in  his  church.     Though  fond  of  abstruse 
disquisitions,  his  discourses  addressed  to  his  country  hearers 
were  always  full  of  much  practical  matter.     On  the  Lord's 
Day  he  preached  morning  and  evening;  often  continued  in 
the  church  the  whole  day,  and  scrupulously  abstained  from 
all  food  until  the  evening  service  had  been  completed,  that  he 
might  be  more  intent  upon  his  sacred  duties,  and  preserve  his 
thoughts  from   drowsiness.     During  the   Commonwealth  he 
never  wore  the  surplice  or  read  the  prayers.     He  assisted  in 
Walton's  Polyglott  and  in  Poole's  Synopsis*    His  works  fill 
thirteen  octavo  volumes.    His  Harmony  of  the  New  Testament 
he  dedicates  to  Oliver  Cromwell,  Lord  Protector,  calling 
himself,  "  Your  most  devoted  client,"  and  in  an  EpistU  to  Bis 
Highness9 8  Honourable  Council  he  adds,  "Besides  that  homage 
which  I  owe,  in  common  with  the  whole  nation,  to  his  High- 
ness (whom  the  Lord  hath  placed  over  us,  and  raised  up  a 
healer  and   deliverer  in  the  needful  time),  a  peculiar  and 
redoubled  bond  of  fealty  obligeth  me>  as  living  in  a  rectory 
that  belongeth  to  his  patronage  and  donation.    Which  tenancy 
and  dependence  as  I  cannot  but  own,  in  all  submissiveness, 

1  See  Work*,  vol.  i.,  preface,  xiv — xx ;  *  "  Qui  (Lightfoot)  etiam  opem  strain 

vol.  xiii.  482.  huic  Operi  humanissime  obtolit." — Pre- 

*  Lambeth  MSS.,  Survey,  No.  10.    The       face  to  the  Synopsis,  p.  iii. 
jurors    in    1650    belonging  to  Munden 
Magna  to  report  were  William  Harvey 
and  Jonas  Passwater. 
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thankfulness,  and  duty;  so  in  acknowledgment  thereof,  and 
of  my  hearty  loyalty  to  his  Highness,  I  have  assumed  the 
humble  boldness  to  present  this  poor  tribute  and  oblation  to 
him."1  This  is  dated  August  28th,  1654.  It  is  difficult  to 
believe  that  the  same  Dr.  Lightfoot  who  wrote  this  dedication 
to  Oliver  Cromwell  in  1654,  seven  years  after,  in  1661,  wrote  the 
following  to  Charles  II. : — 

u  Sacred  to  God  and  the  King,  an  altar  is  here  to  be  erected  before  the 
porch,  and  thanksgivings  to  be  offered  on  it,  for  this  leisure  granted  to 
the  studies  of  learning,  for  the  muses  preserved,  for  me  and  mine  snatched 
from  imminent  ruin,  to  Jehovah  the  Deliverer  and  Caesar  the  preserver. 
.  .  .  Gome  hither,  stranger,  and  stand  by  me  while  I  am  sacrificing ;  and 
when  you  hear  me  relating  my  own  story,  help  my  prayers  with  yours  ; 
assist  me  with  this  holy  office,  and  worship  the  same  deities  with  me.  .  .  . 

0  how  would  I  commemorate  thee,  thou  best  of  princes,  greatest  Charles, 
how  would  I  commemorate  thee  I     What  praises  or  what  expressions  shall 

1  use  to  celebrate  or  set  forth  so  great  clemency,  commiseration,  and 
goodness.  .  .  .  All  this,  most  great,  most  merciful  prince,  redounds  to 
your  praise  alone, — and  let  it  be  so :  rather  let  England  glory  in  such  a 
prince,  and  let  the  prince  glory  in  such  mercy.  Triumph,  Caesar,  triumph 
in  that  brave  spirit  of  yours  as  you  well  may.  You  are  Charles,  and  you 
conquer."* 

There  is  still  more  of  this  fulsome  adulation,  and  the  letter 
is  thus  dated,  "Made  these  vows,  January  1st,  1661. "  Thus 
did  learning  lick  the  feet  of  vice  enthroned.  With  this  dedi- 
cation prefixed  are  the  Hebrew  and  Talmudic  exercitations  of 
Lightfoot  disfigured. 

The  Puritan  scholar,  who  had  taken  part  in  the  deliberations 
of  the  Westminster  Assembly,  and  received  through  it  his 
nomination  to  Great  Munden,  and  not  only  adopted  but  had 
part  in  framing  the  Westminster  confession  and  the  Directory 
of  worship,  who  received  the  confirmation  of  his  appointment 
at  the  hand  of  Cromwell,  shrivelled  into  a  Conformist,  and 
retained  his  living  till  his  death.  In  1660  Thos.  Tirwhit  was 
appointed,  but  by  means  of  Lightfoot's  submission  and  entreaty 
Charles  vouchsafed  "  to  continue  his  station  at  this  place/' 3 
In  1664  Lightfoot  was  made  prebend  of  Ely,  where  he  died 

*  Works,  Pitman's  Edition,  iii.  4.  It  Com.  Hertford,  October  31st,  1660."— 
its  omitted  in  Blight's  Edition.  Kennet,  ifc^ttfer,  297.   "Johannes  Light- 

*  Works,  as  before,  vol.  xu.  372-8.  foot,  S.T.P.  admits,  ad  Rect.  de  Munden 

*  u  Thos.  Tirwhit,  cler.,  S.T.B.,  admits.  Magna,  Com.  Hertford  ad  pres.  Begis, 
ei  ingtittU.  ad  Red.  de  Mundtn  Magna  13th  December,  1660."— Ibid,  324. 
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December  6th,  1675,  aged  seventy-four.  His  remains  were 
removed  to  M linden.  As  to  his  sons,  John  was  chaplain  to 
Bishop  Walton ;  Anastasius  became  rector  of  Thundridge ; 
Athanasius  was  a  tradesman.  His  daughter,  Joyce,  was 
married  to  J.  Duckfield,  rector  of  Aspenden.1 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  rectors  of  Munden  Magna, 
1576—1662  :— 

1576.  Wm.  Curlowes.  Humphrey  Hartoess ;    1637,  RobL 

1601.  George  Downham.  Haasell;  1639,  John  Dawson. 

1616.  Samuel  Ward.  1643.  John  Lightfoot,  S.T.P.,  ob.  1675. 
Curates  :  1623,  Richd.  Pooley;  1629, 

Though  John  Lightfoot  conformed.  Nonconformity  did  not 
die  among  his  parishioners.  The  Nonconformists  among  them 
worshipped  in  this  and  the  adjoining  parish  of  Little  Munden, 
and  after  the  passing  of  the  Toleration  Act  we  find  the  following 
registration : — 

"  These  are  to  certifie  that  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters 
intend  to  meet  for  religious  worship  at  the  house  of  James  Gattward, 
called  the  Mill  Farm,  in  Munden  Magna.  Witness  our  hands,  April  29th, 
1700.  Thos.  Adams,  James  Gattward,  Philip  Horwood,  Joseph  Skingle. 
Reg.  April  30th,  1700." 


MUNDEN  PARVA. 
Acres,  2,204  ;  pop.,  468 ;  ralue,  £523. 

Salmon  tells  us  that "  there  are  by  ancient  custom  two  acres 
of  land  near  the  church  which  the  lord  of  this  manor  is  not  to 
plough  up,  because  they  were  granted  for  the  recreation  of 
youth  after  evening  service." 2  Richard  Newton  was  insti- 
tuted to  this  living  23rd  August,  1558 ;  but  in  1576  we  find 
the  name  of  Humfrey  Wolston  rector  here,  and  described  as 
ad  concionandum  kahilis?  Again  in  1610,  "Jane,  daughter 
of  Richard  Newton,"  was  baptized,  and  Richard  Newton,  clerk, 

1  In  1663  John  Lightfoote  signs  the  "1675.  Daniel,  son  of  Daniel  Skingle  and 

Transcripts   as   "  rector,"  John    Carter  his  wife,  baptized,  August  29th.    1675. 

and  Wm.  Ivory,  churchwardens.    "  1666.  December  9th,  Dr.  John  Lightfoot,  rector 

Anne,   the  wife  of  Doctor  Lightfoote,  of  Much    Munden,  buried.      1675.   Dr 

buried  January  23rd.    1670.  Elizabeth,  Widrington,  rector.    1691.  Thomas  Wil- 

daughter  of  Daniel    Skingle  and  Lois  son,  curate." 

his  wife,  baptized  October  28th."    1672.  *  History  of  Herts,  p.  221. 

Lightfoot  signs  as  "minister,"  Henry  •  Lambeth  MSS.,  900. 
King  and  Thomas  Walch,  churchwardens. 
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signs  the  Transcript  in  1615  and  1620.  This  was  clearly  a 
different  person  from  him  of  1558.  In  1635  we  have  the  bap- 
tism of  Richard,  son  of  Richard  and  Rose  Newton  (May  28th); 
and  in  1637  Dorothy,  a  daughter  of  Richard  and  Rose  Newton, 
baptized  (March  16th).  In  "  1638  Richard  Newton,  minister, 
buried  December  22nd;"  and  this  is  signed  by  "Richard 
Newton,  curate."  Richard  Thornton,  rector,  appears  in  1639, 
and  in  1640  both  names,  "Rd.  Thornton,  rector,  and  Rd. 
Newton,  curate."  Thus  it  appears  there  were  three  Richard 
Newtons  here ;  the  first  in  1558,  the  second  1610 — 1638,  the 
third  curate  1638 — 1642.  They  probably  belonged  to  the 
same  family.1  The  living  was  sequestered  from  R.  Thornton 
by  the  Parliament,  but  he  continued  to  receive  the  tithes  till 
1647,  as  appears  from  the  following  minutes  of  the  Committee 
for  Plundered  Ministers  : — 

"  August  13th,  1647.  Richard  Thornton  was  ordered  to  appear  before  a 
Com""  of  Parliament  to  answer  his  contempt  for  continuing  to  receive 
tythes  notwithstanding  the  sequestration." f 

Thornton  was  succeeded  by  John  Bateman,  who  signs  the 
Herts  petition  of  ministers  in  1646 ;  but  he  had  already  left  in 
1650,  when  the  Commissioners  report  that  Mr.  Herne  is  in- 
cumbent.8 

William  Graves  was  the  next  minister.  He  is  described 
as  "a  pious  and  profitable  minister."  He  was  at  St  Mar- 
garet's in  1650,  and  in  1658  removed  to  Little  Munden,  where 
he  remained  till  he  was  turned  out  by  the  Act  of  Uniformity 
in  1662,  when  Edward  Brett  was  appointed  per  actum 
uniformitctiis.4 

1  We  find  "  1627.  Geo.  Vincent  and  Sampson  Herne  is  named  by  Calamy  as 

Ann  Newton  married,  August  8th.   1682.  ejected  in  1662  from  Chilham,  in  Kent, 

William,  son  of  Edmund  and  Mary  New-  "  a  man  of  great  learning,  a  very  curious 

ton,  baptized  December  18th.    Edmund  preacher,  and  pious  liver ;  he  had  the 

Newton  buried  May  28rd,  1632."— 7Van-  sight  of  but  one  eve." 
script   Registers    of    Munden   Parva   at  4  Baker's  Collections,  Harl.  MSS.,  7,048, 

Hitchin.    The  Richard  whose  wife  was  fol.  498.   Kennet  {Register,  p.  309)  names 

Rose    was    probably    the    curate,    for  George  Shires  as  admitted  to  this  rectory 

*'  George,  son  of  Richard  and  Rose  New-  14th  November,  1660,  on  the  presentation 

ton,  was  baptized  March  8th,  1639  ;  "  of  James  Thornton  ;  he  probably  never 

and  "  James,  son  of  Richard  and  Rose  came,  for  Graves  was  certainly  here  till 

Newton,    was   baptized    October    21st,  1662.    The  following  are  from  the  Tran- 

1641."    A  Richard  Newton  was  curate  script  Registers:   "1661,  February  24th. 

at  Northaw  1591.  Baptized  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  William 

*  Add.  M88.,  15,671,  fols.  167,  257.  and  Elizabeth  Graves.    1662,  June  12th. 

•  Lambeth  MSS.,  Survey.  Thomas  Buried  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  William 
Kitchen  and  John  Rowley  were  at  this  and  Elizabeth  Graves. 

date  the  juroiB  for  Munden  Parva.    One 
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The  following  is  a  list  of  the  rectors  1558—1662  :— 

1558.  Richard  Newton.  1646.  John  Bateman. 

1576.  Humfrey  Wolstone.  1650.  Mr.  Heme. 

1610.  Richard  Newton  (06.  1638).  1658.  William  Graves,  Noncon.  1662. 

1639.  Richard  Thornton.  1662.  Edw.  Brett,  Conformist. 
Richard  Newton,  curate. 

The  following  are  the  places  registered  for  worship  in  the 
Archdeacon's  Court  by  Protestant  Dissenters : — 

1.  "  These  are  to  certifie  that  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters 
do  intend  to  meet  for  religious  worshipping  God  at  the  house  of  Edmund 
Chapman,  in  the  parish  of  Munden  Parva.  Witness  our  hands,  May  31st, 
1709,  Thos.  Totman,  Robert  Phisek,  James  Cooke,  Richard  Mapell.  Reg. 
22nd  June,  1709." 

2.  "  These  are  to  certify  that  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters 
do  intend  to  meet  for  worship  at  the  house  of  the  Widow  Greene,  in  the 
parish  of  Little  Mundain.  Witness  our  hands,  August  6th,  1737,  Jno. 
Williams,  George  Cook,  Thos.  Beauchamp.    Reg.  12th  September,  1737.' 

3.  "  These  are  to  certify  that  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters 
do  intend  to  meet  for  religious  worship  at  the  house  of  Elizabeth  Pickett, 
widow,  of  Altwick,  in  the  parish  of  Little  Munden.  Witness  our  hands, 
January  25th,  1760,  Saml.  Copperwheat,  Geo.  Bygrave,  Wm.  Adams, 
Jeremiah  Smith,  John  Freeman,  Wm.  Ireland,  Rd.  Cock,  Geo.  Cock, 
Thos.  Bydes.    Reg.  February  12th,  1760." 

4.  "The  dwelling-house  of  Wm.  Bangs,  in  Munden  Dean  End,  for 
Protestant  Dissenters  certified  October  22nd,  1808,  by  Jas.  Kirk,  Wm. 
Bangs,  Wm.  Ausen,  Edmund  Ausen,  John  Irons,  Edmund  Chapman." 

5.  "  A  chapel  in  the  parish  of  Little  Munden,  belonging  to  Wm.  Jack- 
son, certified  for  Protestant  Dissenters  December  8th,  1809,  by  W.  W. 
Hale,  M.  A.  Barwick,  Eliza  Smith,  Wm.  Bangs,  Edmund  Ausen,  T.  H. 
Barwick." 


8 A  COMB. 
Acres,  1,472;  pop.,  260;  value,  £886. 

In  Cole's  MSS.1  Thos.  Therfield  is  named  as  rector  here  1559, 
arid  Richd.  Wood  in  1563.  Richard  Wood8  is  again  named  a* 
here  in  1576.  He  was  succeeded  by  Francis  Stone,  who 
came  in  1585,  and  was  here  till  his  death  in  1626.  In  1610 
the  following  return  was  sent  to  the  Archdeaconry  of  Hun- 
tingdon :  "  Sacombe.  Sir  Robert  Botteler,  patron ;  value, 
£10  3s.  4d. ;  communicants,  80.  We  have  no  popish  recusants 
in  our  parish.    Fran.  Stone,  rector."    Again,  seven  years  later : 

*  B.  M.  Add.  MSS.,  5,829.  *  Lambeth  MS&,  900. 
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u  Sacombe.  We  certifie  that  we  have  no  popish  recusants  in 
Sacombe,  and  that  all  from  sixteen  years  upward  have  received 
the  Holie  Communion  at  Easter,  and  since  within  the  time 
limited  according  to  the  law  in  that  case  provided.  Francis 
Stone,  parson,  1617." x  He  was  succeeded  by  George  Miles, 
who  was  here  from  21st  February,  1625,  to  1638.  After  him 
came  John  Merriton  (1638),  who  seems  to  have  been  one  of 
those  pliant  natures  that  changed  with  the  times.  He  took 
the  Covenant ;  he  was  here  in  1650,  when  the  Commissioners 
to  inquire  touching  church  livings  (Wm.  Bigg  and  Allen  Gold- 
ston  being  the  jurors  for  Sacomb)  reported  this  to  be  a  parson- 
age worth  £80  per  annum,  and  Mr.  John  Merritowne  to  be 
the  minister.2  He  conformed  in  1662,  and  was  here  for  thirty- 
two  years  till  his  death,  20th  December,  1669,  aged  sixty-four 
years.  The  inscription  in  the  church  to  his  memory  adds 
"  much  beloved,  much  lamented." 

The  Acta  of  the  Archdeaconry  of  Huntingdon,  in  which  this 
parish  lay,  indicate  severity  toward  Nonconformists.  In  1638 
the  report  occurs  :  "  Recusants,  none ;  non-communicants,  none ; 
communicants,  116;  John  Meriton,  rector."8  In  1662  Wm. 
Staley  and  his  wife,  W.  Shipman  and  his  wife,  Geo.  Mountford 
and  his  wife,  Thos.  Scot  and  his  wife,  were  presented  for  not 
coming  to  church,  and  again  October  6th,  1663.  In  1667, 
November  8th,  Wm.  Gritten  with  Anne  his  wife  were  pre- 
sented for  having  one  child,  which  is  of  six  months  old,  un- 
baptizecL  In  1674  John  Siggins  was  presented  for  refusing 
to  come  to  church.     This  was  in  the  time  of  Samuel  Bendy 

i  In   1609    Francis   Stone    signs  the  script  Registers  of  Sacomb  at  Hitchin : 

Transcript,  "John  Lane,  Nich.  Kellet,  "1640-1,  March  25th.    Charles  Leake, 

churchwardens."      "1615,    20th    June.  citizen  of  London,  and  Mary  Stone,  single 

Christopher  Baker  and  Elizabeth  Stone  woman,  were  married.     1641,  July  15th. 

married.     1623.  Francis  Stone,  minister,  Susan,  wife  of  John  Meriton,  parson  of 

Hd.  Bridgeman,  Rd.  Clarke,  church  war-  Sacombe,  was  buried.     1669,  September 

dens.      1625,    February    22nd.    Francis  8th.     Buried  William  Stone,  gentleman, 

Stones,  parson,  was  buried.    J.  Kirby,  and  Anne  his  wife.  1669,  December  22nd. 

Thos.  Scot,  churchwardens.     1630,  28th  Buried  Mr.  John  Meriton,  rector  of  S:t- 

July.    Baptized  Edward  Miles,   son   of  combe.    1681,  September  28th.  Mr.  Wm. 

George  Miles,  parson  of  Sacombe.    1630.  Stone,  of    Redriffe,  in    the   county  of 

Grace  Stones,  wife  of   parson    Stones,  Surrey,    was    buried    at    Sacombe,    in 

buried  7th  September.     1632,  June  7th.  woollen    only,    and    an    affidavit    was 

Dorothie  Miles,  daughter  of  Geo.  Miles,  brought.    1690,  May  1.   Mr.  Jonathan 

parson,    baptized.     1635,   13th    August.  Morris,    rector  of   Little  Munden,  and 

Anne  Miles  (ditto)  baptized."  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Brett  of  the  same  parish, 

•  Lambeth  MSS.,  Survey,  No.  10.  were  married.    Timothy  Pulter,  rector." 

*  The  following  are  from  the  Tran- 
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(1669—1671),  and  of  Timothy  Pulter  (1671—1694).  In  1695 
John  Brown,  curate,  signs  the  Transcripts;  in  1696  John 
Adams,  rector;  in  1698  Ralph  Frank,  curate ;  in  1701  Wm. 
Ash  week,  curate. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  rectors,  1559—1662. 

1559.  Thos.  Therfield.  1625.  George  Miles. 

1563.  Richard  Wood.  1638.  John  Merriton.    Conformed  in 

1585.  Francis  Stone.  1662,  oh.  1669. 

We  find  the  following  registration  for  religious  worship 
under  the  Toleration  Act : — 

"  Sacomb.    The  house  of  Joseph  Manser  for  Protestants,  29th  Jane, 
1819,  by  Jos.  Manser,  Geo.  Long." 


STEVENAGE. 
Acres,  4,484 ;  pop.,  8,116 ;  value,  £1,007. 

We  find  John  Pigg  rector  here  from  1432  to  1472,  and 
whether  kinsman  or  not,  the  name  suggests  a  noted  Puritan  in 
Hertfordshire  named  Oliver  Pigg,  who,  though  not  connected 
with  any  particular  parish,  deserves  mention  here.  Oliver 
Pigg  was  admitted  pensioner  of  St.  John's,  Cambridge,  6th 
October,  1565,  and  scholar  of  that  house  on  Dr.  Key  ton's 
foundation,  8th  November,  1566.1  He  was  first  rector  of  All 
Saints',  Colchester,  in  1569,  and  then  of  Abberton,  in  Essex, 
1570.  In  1578  he  was  beneficed  in  the  diocese  of  Norwich,  and 
was  committed  to  prison  on  the  charge  of  putting  the  question 
in  the  baptismal  service,  Dost  thou  believe  f  not  to  the  child,  as 
directed  in  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  but  to  the  parents. 
After  some  little  trouble  he  was  discharged.  At  a  private 
meeting  of  the  Puritans  held  in  1587  at  Cambridge,  under  the 
presidency  of  Cartwright,  to  promote  Church  discipline,  "a  letter 
of  credit  or  trust  (in  Latin)  was  framed,  to  be  signed  in  divers 
counties  by  two  of  the  most  eminent  Puritan  ministers,  for  the 
oversight  and  instruction  of  the  rest  in  those  places."8  The  two 
for  Hertfordshire  were  Dyke  and  Pigg.  He  thus  held  an  import- 
ant position  in  the  county.  A  letter  written  1572,  asking  help 
and  sympathy,  and  signed  by  "R.  Mason  Fontain  and  J.  Castell, 
ministers  of  the  Word,  and  pastors  of  the  London  French 

1  Cooper,  Athena  Cantab.,  i.  147.  «  Sfcrype,  Annals,  III.  i.  690,  ii.  479. 
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Church,"  is  addressed  "  to  our  loving  brethren,  Mr.  Pigge,  Mr. 
Dyke,  and  the  rest  of  the  brethren  in  Bucks  and  Beds."  *  He 
appears  to  have  been  living  in  London  in  1591,  but  his  resi- 
dence there  was  perhaps  temporary.  In  a  work  published  in 
1582  he  is  referred  to  as  "a  preacher  in  Hertfordshire." 

He  wrote  and  published  "A  Comfortable  Treatise  upon  the  latter  part 
of  the  fourth  chapter  of  1  Peter,  from  verse  12  to  the  end,"  by  0.  Pigge. 
On  the  title-page  are  the  texts,  1  Cor.  iv.  9, 1  Peter  iv.  15.  It  is  dedicated 
to  "the  religious  and  very  worshipful  knights,  Sir  Robert  Jermyn  of 
Ru&hbrook,  and  Sir  John  Heigham  of  Baroe,2  in  the  county  of  Suffolk," 
and  the  dedication  is  dated  London,  April  6th,  1582.  In  this  work  we 
find  the  following  words  (p.  19)  :  "  This  is  therefore  certain  truth,  that 
Jesus  Christ  hath  gone  this  way  before  us.  And  Cranmer  in  those  mani- 
fold disgracings  about  his  degrading,  the  man  whom  Bonner  scourged  in 
his  garden,  and  all  the  martyrs  in  their  torments,  were  nothing  else  but 
His  companions.  The  practice  of  our  time  proveth  it,  wherein  pestilent 
tongues  of  professed  popish  enemies  pour  out  their  venom  by  giving  the 
sound  professors  of  religion  and  the  loyal  subjects  to  her  Majesty  the 
names  of  Precisians,  Puritans,  Hot  of  the  Spirit,  Familie  of  Love,  Dis- 
obedient Subjects,  confounding  names  and  multiplying  their  scoffs,  not 
knowing  that  the  good  and  faithful  Protestants  are  as  far  from  these 
heresies  as  they  (the  scoffers)  are  from  truth  and  honesty."  * 

Thomas  Allen  was  rector  here  from  1541  till  his  death  in 
August  1558.  He  was  a  native  of  Essex,  and  son  of  Sir  John 
Allen,  alderman  and  mercer  of  London.  He  was  B.A.  of 
Pembroke  Hall,  Cambridge,  1521,  and  afterwards  fellow.  Fox 
names  him  as  one  of  the  martyr  Bilney's  friends,  "  who  return- 
ing from  Bilney's  burning  at  Norwich,  declared  to  Dr.  Turner, 
dean  of  Wells,  that  the  said  Bilney  took  his  death  most 
patiently,  and  suffered  most  constantly  without  any  recanta- 
tion for  the  doctrine  he  had  professed,  a.d.  1531."4  He 
bequeathed  extensive  lands  to  found  three  grammar  schools, 
at  Stevenage,  Uttoxeter,  and  at  Stone,  in  Staffordshire.  He 
was  succeeded  by  John  Pattingsone,  who  in  1576  is  described 
as  M.A.  and  amcioriator*    William  Pratt  was  rector  from 

1  Dr.    Williams'    Library,    MS.   Bio-  3,  164, 179;  Strype's  Annals. III., i.  691 ; 

graphies.  ii.479.     David's  Annah  of  Nonconfor- 

*  These  men  were  active  in  protecting  mky  in  Essex,  69,  and  the  work  of  Pigg's 
the  Puritans.    See  Strype,  Annals,  III.,  quoted. 

i.  5—30 ;  iL  172—180.  4  Fox,  Acts  and  Monuments,  Seeley  ed., 

*  Oliver  Pigg  also  wrote  and  published  vi.  651 ;  Cooper,  Athena  Cantab.,  i.  177. 
Meditations  Concerning  Prayer,  1588,  and  *  Lambeth  MSS.,  900.      Clutterbuck 
a  Sermon  on  the  101st  Psalm.    London,  gives  his  name  as  Robert, 

8vo,  1591.     Newcourt,  Jtepertonum,  ii. 
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1598—1629.    He  was  M.A.  and  Scholar  of  Christ's  College, 
Cambridge.1 

From  1607 — 1627  no  minister  signs  the  transcript  registers 
of  Stevenage.  It  is  reported  in  1610,  "No  recusants;  commu- 
nicants, 400;  patron,  one  Mr.  Smyth,  minister  in  Suffolk; 
value,  £23."  In  1628,  "Charles  Harrison,  curate,  under  Mr. 
Pratt,  parson,"  signs  the  transcript.  In  "  1629,  October  20th, 
buried,  Oulielmus  Pratt,  rector,"  signed, "  Wm.  Moore,  curate." 
Win.  Moore  appears  still  as  curate  in  1634.  In  1632,  Novem- 
ber 22nd,  John  Boyer  was  presented  for  "teaching  school 
without  licence,"  and  was  ordered  "  to  bring  testimony  from 
the  parson,  schoolmaster  and  son,  of  the  parish,  that  they  give 
way  to  his  teaching,  and  that  it  is  not  prejudicial  to  the  chief 
schoolmaster  in  this  parish."  William  Pratt  graduated  as 
Bachelor  of  Sacred  Theology,  and  his  epitaph  describes  him  as 
"  for  thirty  years  the  most  prudent  rector  of  this  church."  He 
died  in  1629,  in  his  sixty-seventh  year.  He  was  followed 
almost2  immediately  by  Robert  Chester,  S.T.P.,  son  of  Sir 
Robert  of  Royston,  one  of  the  ministers  appointed  by  the  House 
of  Commons  in  1642,  to  take  his  turn  as  lecturer  at  Hitchin. 
In  1646  he  signed  the  petition  of  Hertfordshire  ministers  in 
favour  of  government  according  to  the  Covenant.8  In  1650  he 
is  reported  by  the  jurors  acting  for  the  Commissioners  to  inquire 
into  church  livings  at  Stevenage,  "  Doctor  Robert  Chester  is 
minister."  He  conformed,  and  remained  here  till  his  death, 
April  6th,  1664,  aged  sixty-seven.4 

Stafford  Leventhorpe,  before  of  Amwell,  and  afterwards 
of  Sheephall,  succeeded  Dr.  Chester  here.    In  1662,  November 

1  Christopher  Usher,  A.  B.  of  this  col-  '  Edwards,  Gangrcena,  iii.  81,  speaks 

lege,  had,  in  1S86,  been  charged  "with  of  "one  Crkw,  the  tailor  of  Stevenage," 

speaking  against  the  Queen's  authority,  as  one  of  four  preachers  in  Herts, 
when  he  had  only  spoken  against  the  *  We  fiud  the  following  in  the  Tran- 

cross  in  baptism,  whereupon  William  script   Registers  of  Stevenage : — "  1636, 

Pratt,  A.M.,  and  two  more  scholars  of  November  22nd,  baptized  Robert  Chester, 

the  house  then  present  at  such  talk,  son  of  Robert  and  Anna  Chester.     1637, 

were    examined    by  the   Justices,  and  October  7th,  buried    Edward    Chester, 

denied  any  such  words  as  Christopher  1638,  October  80th,  baptized  Grenado 

was  charged  with  against  the  Queen.  Chester,  son  of  Robert  and  Anna  Chester. 

Btrype,  Annals,  III.,  i.  646.  1640,  July  2nd,  baptized  Anna,  daughter 

*  In  1629,  October  28th,  Richard  Mere-  of    Robert    and  Anna  Chester.      1641, 

dith  was    instituted ;    but  within   two  Henry  Baker,  curate.    1664,  9th  April, 

months,  29th   December,   1629,  Robert  buried  Robert  Chester,  rector  ecclesie. 

Chester  was  appointed.    William  Moore  1664.  March  8th.  baptized  Ralph,  eon  of 

was  still  curate  in  1634.   Bee  Acta  of  the  Stafford  Leventnorpe,  rector." 
Archd.  of  Huntingdon. 
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8th,  Geo.  Andrew  and  John  West  were  presented  for  not 
repairing  to  their  parish  church  according  as  they  are  bound 
by  law.  In  1663,  30th  October,  W.  Crowe  is  accused  of  the 
like  offence.  In  1682  the  want  of  surplesse  and  Prayer-books 
is  reported.     The  following  is  a  list  of  the  rectors  to  1662  : — 

1432—1472.  John  Pigg.  1628.  Charles  Harrison,  curate. 

1641—1558.  Thomas  Allen.  1629.  Robert  Chester,  S.T.P. 

1576.  John  Pattingsone.  Wm.  Moore,  curate. 

1598.  WiUiam  Pratt,  S.T.B.  1664.  Stafford  Leventhorpe. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  places  for  religious  worship 
certified  by  Protestant  Dissenters  under  the  Toleration  Act : — 

1.  "  These  are  to  certifie  that  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters 
do  intend  to  meet  for  religious  worship  at  the  house  of  Thos.  Packet,  of 
Stevenage,  in  the  county  of  Hertford.  Witness  our  hands  this  14th  June, 
1698,  Tho.  Packet,  Hen.  Farrow,  Geo.  Heath.    Regd.  14th  June,  1698." 

2.  "  These  are  to  certifie  that  a  Barn  standing  in  the  yard  belonging  to 
the  dwelling-house  of  Wm.  Bradley,  in  Stevenage,  and  also  one  other 
Barn  in  Stevenage  aforesaid,  which  the  said  Wm.  Bradley  holds  of  John 
Langthorne,  of  Ash  well,  are  respectively  appointed  for  places  of  religious 
worship  for  Protestant  Dissenters,  commonly  called  Quakers,  this  18th 
day  of  the  3rd  month  called  May,  1709.  Edward  Crouch,  Wm.  Bradley. 
Regd.  18th  May,  1709." 

3.  "  These  are  to  certify  that  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters 
do  intend  to  meet  for  religious  worship  at  the  house  of  Thos.  Impey  and 
Dennis  Crown,  at  Bramin  Green,  in  the  parish  of  Stevenage,  January 
10th,  1737-8.  Timothy  Briant,  John  Burbrough,  Benj.  Wabey.  Regd. 
10th  January,  1737-8.* 

4.  "We,  his  Majesty's  Protestant  subjects,  being  Independents,  do 
certify  that  a  Building  joining  to  the  west  side  of  the  dwelling-house  of 
Thos.  Allom,  clock  and  watch  maker,  of  Stevenage,  is  set  apart  for  the 
public  worship  of  Almighty  God  (it  being  erected  for  that  purpose),  do 
desire  that  the  same  may  be  entered,  and  licence  granted,  according  to 
the  Act  of  Parliament  in  that  case  provided.  Witness  our  hands,  March 
25th,  1782,  Thos.  Vasey,  Robt.  Swan,  Thos.  Allom,  Hen.  Burton,  Judith 
Ansell,  Susannah  Middleton,  Thos.  Jnde,  Wm.  Eady,  Wm.  Langford, 
Sarah  Langford.     Regd.  15th  April,  1782." 

5.  "  We  ...  do  desire  that  a  dwelling-house  in  the  parish  of  Stevenage 
.  .  .  now  in  the  occupation  of  Daniel  Yenables,  may  be  registered  as  a 
place  of  religious  worship  for  Protestant  Dissenters,  pursuant,  etc. 
Witness  our  hands  this  31st  March,  1786,  John  Geard,  Daniel  Field, 
Isaac  James.    Regd.  31st  March,  1786,  Wm.  Wilshere,  jun.,  Dep.  Regr." 

6.  "  We  . . .  desire  that  a  Chapel,  in  the  parish  of  Stevenage,  may  be 
registered  as  a  place  of  religious  worship  for  Protestant  Dissenters,  pur- 
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suant,  etc.    March  18th,   1799,  Robt.  Noddings,  Joseph   Cooper,  Jas. 
Bardel.    Eegd.  18th  March,  1799.    W.  W.w 

7.  "  The  house  of  Edw.  Titmass,  at  Stevenage,  certified  for  Protestant 
Dissenters  on  the  3rd  May,  1811,  by  Thos.  Venables,  Wm.  Kimpton, 
Wm.  Warboy." 

8.  UA  Chapel  at  Stevenage  for  Protestant  Dissenters,  certified  on 
June  19th,  1812,  by  B.  Isaac,  Th.  Venables,  W.  Kimpton,  W.  Warboy." 

9.  "Building  of  John  Caw,  at  Stevenage,  for  Protestant  Dissenters, 
certified  May  30th,  1818,  by  John  Caw." 

10.  "  Building  of  Mrs.  E.  Belgrave,  at  Stevenage,  for  Independents, 
certified  June  1st,  1820,  by  Joseph  Turn  bull." 

On  September  29th,  1814,  a  chapel  was  opened  at  Stevenage 
in  connection  with  the  Institution  at  Wymondley,  to  be 
supplied  by  the  tutors  and  students  of  that  seminary.  Mr. 
Chaplin,  of  Bishop's  Stortford,  preached  from  1  Cor.  i.  21 ; 
Mr.  Browne,  of  Buntingford,  and  Mr.  Geard,  of  Hitchin,  took 
part  in  the  service.1 

TOTTERIDGE. 

Acres,  1,597  ;  pop.,  656;  value,  £500. 

At  a  Synod  held  at  St.  Peter's,  in  St.  Albans,  1427,  W. 
Bedhed,  of  Barnet,  and  others,  accused  of  Lollardy,  are 
described  as  "infected  with  the  noxious  doctrine  of  the  rector 
of  Tatarigg,  staying  near  Barnet"2  Who  this  Lollard  "  rector 
of  Tatarigg "  was,  we  have  not  ascertained.  Totteridge  was 
connected  as  a  chapelry  with  Hatfield,  and  the  Hatfield  rectors 
about  this  date  were  R.  Witheringsete  (1420),  T.  Bekyngton 
(1423),  T.  Clerk.  The  minister  of  Totteridge  in  1576  was 
Radulphtjs  North,  described  as  ad  concumandum  JiabUis, 
non-8ub8criben8*  In  1610,  u Neville  Dent,  minister,"  signs 
the  transcript  register.  In  1620,  "  Josias  Morison,  minister/' 
signs,  and  continues  to  sign  down  to  1642.4 

1  Evan.  Magn  xziiu  178.  daughter  of  Henry  Lord  Viscount  Maun- 

*  AmuncUsham  Annates, ed.TL&eytL 229.  devue,  baptized.     1624,  September  5th, 

9  Lambeth  MSS.,  900.  Josias  Morison,  son  of  Josias  Morison, 

4  The  following  entries  occur  in  the  baptized.    1626,  July  80tht  Edward,  son 

Totteridge  transcripts  (now  at  Hitchin) :  of  Josias  Morison,  baptized.    1630,  April 

"  January  1609,  Martha  Dent,  daughter  18th.  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Josias  Mori- 

of  Neville  Dent  and  Katherine  his  wife,  son,  baptized.  1631,  March  11  th,  Jeremias, 

baptized.    1620,  February  27th,  Mary,  son  of  Josias  Morison,  baptized.    1683, 

daughter   of   Henry  Lord  Maundevill,  January  16th,   William,  son  of  Josias 

baptized  by  me,  Jos.  Morison,  minister.  Morison,  baptized.    1684,  February  11th, 

Thos-  Stock  e,  Randall  Nicholl,  church-  Joseph,  son  of  Josias  Morison  and  Sarah 

wardens.    1624,  March  80th,  Susanna,  his  wife,  baptized.    1686,  February  12th, 


Broadwater.]  TOTTBEIDGE.  607 

William  Tutty,  M.A.,  is  named  by  Calamy  as  minister  of 
Totteridge,  who  was  ejected  because  he  would  not  comply 
with  the  Act  of  Uniformity  in  1662.  Ho  was  of  Sydney 
College,  Cambridge,  "  One  of  eminent  piety,  great  parts,  and 
good  learning ;  and  a  follower  of  love  and  peace." *  He  was 
ordained  by  Matthew  Curie,  Bishop  of  Winchester,  in  1640, 
and  Calamy  gives  a  copy  of  his  Orders.  He  was  first,  in  1642, 
vicar  of  South  Mimms,  six  miles  distant,  where  Chauncy 
mentions  him  as  curate  in  1646.3  The  Commissioners  of  1650, 
to  inquire  concerning  church  livings,  report  by  their  jurors 
(Humphry  Stourton  and  William  North)  that  this  is  a  chapel- 
of-ease,  fit  to  be  made  a  parish  church,  having  all  parochial 
rights  thereunto  belonging,  and  that  Mr.  Tutty  served  the  cure, 
for  which  he  received  a  salary  of  £70. "3  The  trustees  for  the 
maintenance  of  ministers  order  payment  to  be  made  to  Mr. 
Tutty  of  the  yearly  sum  of  £50.  The  order  is  dated  March 
5th,  1650-1,4  and  is  endorsed  with  the  following  receipt : — 

"March  1 2 th,  1650-1.  Received  of  Mr.  Francis  Church  the  sum  of 
twelve  pounds  ten  shillings,  according  to  this  order  of  the  Committee  of 
Trustees,  William  Tutty  de  Totteridge."4 

He  was  appointed  one  of  the  Triers  for  the  county  in  1654. 
After  his  ejectment  he  went  first  to  a  farm,  but  soon  became 
chaplain  to  Colonel  Markham ;  and  some  time  after  he  preached 
in  Newgate  Street,  in  the  parish  of  Hatfield.  He  died  in 
1678,  and  had  great  satisfaction  in  his  Nonconformity  from 
his  ejection  to  his  grave.  He  published  a  sermon  preached  at 
All  Hallows,  Barking,  September  17th,  1658,  at  the  funeral  of 
Mr.  Andrew  Bassano,  gentleman,  from  Acts  vii.  59,  entitled, 

Mary,  daughter   of   Josias   and  Sarah  21st,  Jane  Norton,  daughter  of  Roger 

Monson,  baptized.    1638,  February  14th.  Norton  and  Susanna  hi*  wife,  baptized. 

Benjamin,  son   of  Josias  Moriaon  and  1637,  August  22nd,  Hugh  Hare,  son  of 

Sarah  his  wife,  baptized."     Newcourt,  Hugh  Lord  Colerane  and  Lucy  his  wife, 

Repertorium,  ii.    598,   names    a    Josias  baptized.    1637,  December  14th,  George 

Moriaon  as  rector  of  West  Lee,  Essex,  Lord  Chandos,  baron  of  Shenley,  and  the 

1630 — 1646,  when  he  died.    Also  these :  lady  Susanna    Montague,  daughter    of 

"  1624,  A  poor  Welchman  (his  name  not  Henry,  £arl  of  Manchester,  lord  privy 

known  to  us),  as  he  was  passing  to  his  seal,  were  married." 

own  country,  died  at  Totteridge,  and  1  Calamy,  Account,  p.  369. 

was  buried  February  16th.  1638,  October  ■  Newcourt,  Repertorium,  i.  728. 

24th,  Alice,  daughter   of    Huarh    Lord  *  Lambeth  MSS.,  Survey ,  No.  10. 

Colerane,  baptized.  1684,  December  20th.  4  Lambeth  MSS.,  Augmentations,  978. 

Lucy    Hare,  daughter   of    Hugh    Lord  •  Mr.  Tutty  had  a  letter  from    Mr. 

Colerane,  baptized.     1686,  April  21st,  Baldwin,   the   Anabaptist,  challenging 

Henry  Hare,  son  of  Hush  Lord  Colerane  him  to  a  controversy  while  he  was  at 

and  Lucy  his  wife,  baptized.    1686,  July  South  Mimms.    (Seep.  210.) 
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Canticum  Morientis  Cygni;  or,  The  last  dymg  note  of 
Stephen,  the  first  Oospel  Martyr.  He  also  published  Solo- 
mon's Song  in  prose  and  metre. 

To  the  first-named  treatise  there  is  an  Epistle  Dedicatory  to  Mistress 
Anne  Bassano,  in  which  he  calls  this  "  the  first-born  of  my  meditations 
ever  yet  published  " ;  and  he  adds  :  "  Sensible  I  am  that  my  parts  are  as 
low  as  my  person," — by  which  we  infer  that  William  Tntty  was  little 
of  stature, — "and  therefore  hitherto  it  hath  been  mine  only  ambition 
to  do  good  among  mine  own  people,  in  mine  own  sphere.  But  truly 
the  love  and  respect  in  my  ministerial  work,  which  I  always  met  with 
from  your  dear  yokefellow  now  with  Christ,  while  he  sojourned  with  as 
here  below,  forces  me  to  this  thankful  retaliation."  And  he  adds, "  I  have 
lost  a  very  loving  neighbour."  He  Bigns  himself,  "  Tour  loving  Pastor, 
W.  Tutty.    From  my  Study  in  Totteridge,  October  4th,  1658." 

Richard  Baxter  and  part  of  his  family  resided  in  this 
parish  for  three  years,  during  the  days  of  Nonconformist 
silence  and  persecution.  He  who  had  been  offered  and  declined 
a  bishopric  was  content  in  silence  to  spend  ten  years  of  his 
life  in  great  trial  and  privation. 

"  The  next  habitation  which  God's  providence  chose  for  me  was  at 
Totteridge,  near  Barnet,  where  for  a  year  I  was  fain,  with  part  of  my 
family  separated  from  the  rest,  to  take  a  few  mean  rooms,  which  were  so 
extremely  smoky,  and  the  place  withal  so  cold,  that  I  spent  the  winter  in 
great  pain, — one  quarter  of  a  year  by  a  sore  sciatica, — and  seldom  free 
from  much  anguish.1  Thither  Mrs.  Baxter  went  with  me,  and  removed 
her  goods  that  were  movable  from  Acton  to  Totteridge.  At  Totteridge, 
the  first  year,  few  poor  people  are  put  to  the  hardness  that  she  was  put 
to  ;  we  could  have  no  house  but  part  of  a  poor  farmer's,  where  the 
chimneys  so  extremely  smoked  as  greatly  annoyed  her  health  ;  for  it  was 
a  very  hard  winter,  and  the  coal  smoke  so  filled  the  room  we  all  day  sat 
in,  that  it  was  as  a  cloud,  and  we  were  nearly  suffocated.    Thence  we 

1  Sylvester's  Life  of  Baxter,  iii.  60.  under  cover  or  pretence  of  religion,  con- 
Before  leaving  Acton  (16(!9)  Baxter  had  trary  to  the  laws  of  the  kingdom,  at 
been  seized  for  holding  a  conventicle  in  Acton,  where  he  is  now  living,  not  having 
his  house,  i*.,  service  in  his  own  family,  taken  the  oath  appointed  to  be  taken ; 
and  was  imprisoned  in  Clerkenwell  jail,  and  whereas  we  having  tendered  to  him 
In  the  Rawliuson  MSS.,  Bodleian  Lib.  the  oath  and  declaration,  he  hath  refused 
(C.719,fol.«7)  there  is  an  account  of  the  to  take  the  oath  and  declaration  to  be 
proceedings  in  communi  banco  on  Baxter's  taken  by  such  as  shall  offend  against  the 
case,  which  resulted  in  his  liberation,  on  said  Act,  we  therefore  send  yon  here- 
the  ground  of  the  warrant  being  defective.  with  all  the  body  of  the  said  Richard 
The  following  is  the  warrant : — "  To  the  Baxter,  commanding  you  to  receive  him 
keeper  of  his  Majies  gaol  culled  the  new  into  his  Majesty's  said  prison,  and  there 
prison.  Whereas  it  hath  been  proved  to  him  safely  to  keep  for  six  months  with- 
us  upon  oath  that  Richard  Baxter,  clerk,  out  bail  or  mainprise.  Dated  11th  Jane, 
hath  taken  upon  himBelf  to  preach  in  an  21  Gar.  2." 
unlawful!   assembly   in    a   conventicle 
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removed  to  a  house  which  we  took  to  ourselves,  and  to  her  great  comfort 
she  got  Mr.  Corbet  (who  had  previously  resided  in  the  village  with 
Alderman  Webb)  and  his  wife  to  dwell  with  us.'' 1 

Baxter  says,  "  At  Totteridge,  John  Corbet  found  an  asylum 
in  the  house  of  his  friend.  Dwelling  with  Alderman  Webb,  his 
great  love  drew  him  there  to  remove  to  me,  with  whom  a  while 
he  took  up  his  habitation." 3  The  reason  of  Baxter's  coming  to 
Totteridge  was  partly  its  quiet  and  seclusion,  but  partly  because 
his  wife's  brother,  Mr.  Francis  Charlton,  lived  there.8  In  his 
retirement  at  Totteridge,  in  spite  of  all  drawbacks,  Baxter  was 
hard  at  work. 

"  Through  the  great  mercy  of  God  *  he  writes,  "  in  my  retirement  at 
Totteridge,  in  a  troublesome,  poor,  smoky,  suffocating  room,  in  the  midst 
of  daily  pains  of  the  sciatica,  and  many  worse,  I  set  upon  and  finished  all 
the  schemes  (of  the  Methodus  Theologies)  and  half  the  elucidations,  in  the 
end  of  the  year  1669  and  the  beginning  of  1670,  which  cost  me  harder 
studies  than  anything  that  ever  I  had  before  attempted.  In  the  same 
time  and  place  I  also  wrote  a  large  Apology  for  the  Nonconformists"  *  In 
this  last-named  work  he  says  :  "  I  have  resolved  once  more,  before  the 
expiring  of  my  gasping  hopes,  to  resist  despair,  and  to  try  whether  so 
many  years' experience  hath  opened  your  (the  Bishops')  ears  and  hearts  to 
the  reasons  and  humble  requests  of  those  who,  not  so  much  for  their 
sufferings,  as  for  the  souls  of  men,  do  daily  eat  the  bread  of  sorrow.  At 
least  before  I  resign  this  skeleton  to  the  dust,  to  leave  one  more  testimony 
of  my  seal  for  unity  and  peace."  * 

Baxter  was  at  Totteridge  from  1669  to  1672.  "The  19th 
November,"  he  says,  "  my  baptism  day,  was  the  first  day  after 
ten  years'  silence,  that  I  preached  in  a  tolerated  public  assembly 
(though  not  yet  tolerated  in  any  consecrated  church),  but  only 
(against  law)  in  mine  own  house."  "On  February  10th, 
1672-3,  I  took  my  house  in  Bloomsbury,  in  London,  and 
removed  thither  after  Easter  with  my  family,  God  having 
mercifully  given  me  three  years'  great  peace  among  quiet 
neighbours  at  Totteridge,  and  much  more  health  or  ease  than 
I  expected,  and  some  opportunity  to  serve  Him."  6 

1  Memoir  of  Mr:  Baxter,  p.  57.  that  place.    He  had  a  little  before  been 

*  A  sermon  preached  at  the  funeral  of  received  into  the  house  there  belonging 
Mr.  John  Corbet  by  R.  Baxter,  p.  27.  to  Franc.  Charlton,  Esq.,  the  same  whose 

*  Athena    Oxon-   ii.    712.     Anthony  sister  Margaret  had  been  married  to  Mr. 
Wood  says  that  Thomas  Jones  (Fellow  Richard  Baxter. 

of  University  College,  Oxford,  ejected  in  4  Sylvester,  Life  of  Baxter,  iii.  70. 

1662  from  Castle,  in  Montgomeryshire,  a  *  An  Apology  for  the  Silenced  Ministers, 

staunch  Nonconformist)  died  at  Totte-  pp.  L  2. 

ridge  on  Sunday,  October  8th,  1682,  and  •  Sylvester's  Life  of  Baxter,  iii.  102, 

was  buried  in  the  chapel  or  church  of  108. 

39 
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In  1663-4,  March  23rd,  one  William  Connor  was  presented 
"for  not  baptizing  his  child,  being  now  fourteen  years  old"; 
aud  "  Joanna,  wife  of  T.  Hill,  for  making  a  disturbance  in  the 
church."  On  July  20th,  1665,  "Dr.  Lee,  rector  of  Hatfield 
and  chapel  of  Totteridge,  doth  present  that  whereas  they  have 
three  bells  belonging  to  the  church  of  Totteridge,  there  is  but 
one  that  is  made  use  of  for  the  calling  of  the  people  to  hear 
Divine  service,  the  other  two  being  laid  aside.  That  the 
steeple  is  in  much  danger  to  fall,  being  so  much  out  of  repair. 
That  a  convenient  surplesse  for  the  minister  is  wanting ;  that 
which  is  being  too  streight,  that  it  cannot,  without  much 
trouble,  be  put  on  or  off."  "  Richard  Turner,  of  Totteridge,  is 
presented  for  intruding  into  and  withholding  the  pew  in  the 
chancel  there,  wherein  the  rector  of  Hatfield  with  the  chapelry 
of  Totteridge,  and  his  curate  with  his  wife,  ought  and  have 
right  to  sit  to  hear  Divine  service,  as  his  and  their  predecessors 
have  done  for  ten,  twenty,  fifty,  or  sixty  years  last  past." l 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  ministers  here,  1576 — 1662  :— 

1576.  Radulphus  North.  1642.  William  Tatty,  ejected  1662. 

1610.  Neville  Dent.  1662.  Richard  Lee,  conformist 

1620.  Josias  Morison. 

The  following  places  of  religious  worship  for  Protestant 
Dissenters  at  Totteridge  were  certified  to  the  Archdeacon  of 
Huntingdon : — 

"  1.  House  of  Mr.  Richard  Dickenson  certified  for  Protestant  Dissenters, 
April  21st,  1823,  by  David  Reid,  Jos.  Hagen,  W.  Bailey,  M.  Laing,  J. 
Hilton,  M.  Stoneham,  S.  Lambert,  A.  Attfield,  M.  Starling,  M.  Gower, 
M.  Lambert,  F.  Lines,  John  Garratt,  Rd.  Dickenson." 

2.  "  Room  of  Messrs.  Wood  and  Thorowgood  at  Totteridge  for  Protes- 
tant Dissenters,  September  lBt,  1825,  certified  by  John  Wood,  John 
Thorowgood,  Jas.  Davies,  Ben.  Tucker/' 

3.  "  A  new  chapel  at  Totteridge  for  Protestants,  registered  October 
7th,  1828,  by  Ben.  Tucker,  Jos.  Maitland,  James  Edmeston." 

1  Acta  of  the  Archdeaconry  of  Hunting-  "  January  3rd,  Sarah,  the  daughter  of 

don.    There  is  alao  "  an  account  of  such  Thomas  Piatt,  farmer,  and  Joan  his  wife, 

Bums  of  money  as  became  due  to  his  Ditsenters,  was  born."    In  1708  Capbl 

Majesty  in  the  year  1700,  births  2*.  each,  Berbow  was  curate  ;  in  1712  Qeobgb 

twelve ;   burials  4s.  each,  seven  ;  mar-  Shuckburgh,  A.M.,  was  curate ;  in  1734 

riages,  none.  Bachelors  above  the  age  of  John  White  was  "  minister."    u  1746. 

twenty-five,  Mr.  Matthew Brailsfoud,  Buried  the  Rev.  Mr.  White,  curate,  May 

curate,  Mr.    Andrew    Charlton ;    Jonas  16th."    1747—1770,  Bexworth    Liptrott 

Baker,  servant ;  Edw.  Dancer,  servant."  signs  as  curate. 
There  was  a  tax  upon  these.    In  1708, 
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Congregational  Church.— The  first  minister  now  known  was  the 
Rev.  —  Matthews,  whose  son,  the  famous  comedian)  used  to  lead  the 
choir.  At  that  time  the  church  met  at  Whetstone.  About  1820  J.  Davis 
became  pastor.  In  1827  the  present  chapel  was  built,  the  late  John  Hey 
Paget  and  his  widowed  mother,  Mrs.  Catherine  Puget,  rendering  generous 
aid.  James  Pinkerton,  Mr.  Morland,  and  Henry  Rogers  successively 
preached  here.  Pastors  :— 1842,  J.  M.  Charlton,  M.A. ;  1856,  W.  Lawson 
Brown,  M.A. ;  1879,  John  Milnes,  M.A.1 


WALKERN. 
Acres,  2,924 ;  pop.,  843;  value,  £600. 

Edward  Howe,  ad  corunxynmuLvm  habUis,  was  here  in  1576. 
In  the  transcript  registers  we  find  "Edward  Howe,  clerk, 
buried  Aprilj21st,  1606."  He  was  succeeded  by  John  Clarke  : — 
"  Mr.  John  Clarke,  parson,  late  of  this  town  of  Walkern,  was 
buried  May  23rd,  1612."  George  Barry  was  appointed  May 
25th,  1612,  and  signs  the  transcripts  until  his  death,  "  1632, 
George  Barry,  clerk  and  parson,  buried  27th  July." 2 

John  Gorsuch  was  appointed  on  the  death  of  Barry  in 
1632.  In  1636  he  signs  himself  •  S.  T.  P. "  and  "  rector."  His 
daughter,  Katherine,  was  baptized  26th  November,  1633,  and 
his  son,  Richard,  16th  October,  1636.  Walker  names  him  as 
ejected  from  this  living  in  1652 : — 

"The  charge,"  he  says,  "  against  him  was  the  Hackney  one  of  drunken- 
ness, as  also  gaming ;  seldom  appearing  in  the  pulpit  and  observing  the 

1  Guide  to  the  Congregational  Churches  uEternitas."    It  begins  with  baptisms  in 

of  London,  by  Andrew  Mearns,  p.  41.  1669,  and  goes  on  continuously  to  1673. 

*  In  1614  he  gives  the  "  value  as  £20 :  It  is  among  the  records  of  the  Arch- 
communicants  168 ;  recusants  none."  deaconry  of  Hunt,  at  Hitchin.  The  fol- 
•'1615.  Harding,  son  of  Geo.  Barrio,  lowing  are  a  few  extracts:  "1563-4. 
buried  October  10th."  In  1625  Geo.  Gyles  Humberston,  fi litis  John,  baptized 
Crane  and  W.Lane,  churchwardens,  alone  14th  January.  1564.  Margaret  Wennam, 
sign.  There  are  several  entries  of  the  filia  Edmundi,  baptized  28th  September, 
name  Humberstone  ;  also  "  1671.  Roger  1692.  Augustine  Eliot,  filius  Augustine, 
Fletcher  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  married  baptized  4th  February.  1594.  John 
26th  July.  1573.  Thos.  Wennam,  and  Eliot,  filius  Augustine,  baptized  28th 
Elizabeth  his  wife,  married  February  August.  1594-5.  Gyles  Oliver,  son  of 
12th.  16*8.  John  Goslicke.  of  Digswell,  John,  baptized  19th  January.  1596. 
and  Elizabeth  Gynn,  daughter  of  John  Ann  Clark,  filia  John  Clark,  gent.,  bap- 
Gynn,  of  Stevenage,  married  by  licence  tized  30th  October."  Also  the  following 
.  -  ~ . .         ~    .    .-.        «             .At.  baptisms  of  the  children  of  George  Barry, 

parson  of  Walkern  :  "George,  lurch  4th, 


August  18th,  1638.  Anthony  Burgee,  of  the 
parish  of  Langford,  in  the  town  of  Bed- 


ford, and  Elizabeth  Head,  of  this  parish,  1612 ;  Lording,  25th  August,  1614 ;  John, 

the  banns  being  thrice  published  in  both  29th    December,    1616  ;    William,    6th 

parishes,  were  joined  together  in  holy  December,  1619."  Again,  "  1637.  Daniel 

matrimony  October  8th,  1688."    The  old  Gorsuch,  gent.,   and  sometime   citizen 

original  Walkern  register  begins  thus :  and  mercer  of  London,  buried  October 

u  The  register  of  Walkern  ;  Giles  Oliver,  16th."    "  1640.    Gyles  Oliver,  the  parish 

townsman ;  hoc  momentum  unde  pendet  clarke,  was  buried  25th  August." 
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orden  of  the  Church.  But  that  which  oarrieth  the  greatest  venom  in  it 
iB  that  he  had  endeavoured  to  hire  one  Jones  to  ride  a  troop-hone  for 
Prince  Rupert  to  serve  under  him  against  the  Parliament/ ' 

*  He  was,"  says  Chauncy,  "  the  son  of  Daniel  Gorsuch,  of 
London,  merchant,  who  built  a  square  pile  of  brick  on  the  west 
side  of  the  river  Bean;  about  1632  presented  his  son  to  the 
living,  who  was  sequestered  anno  1642  for  his  loyalty  to 
King  Charles."  In  a  copy  of  Chauncy  the  Rev.  T.  Tipping, 
vicar  of  Ardley,  put  the  following  note : — 

"  Dr.  Gorsuch  was  smothered  in  an  hay-mow.  Fairclough  of  Weston, 
acting  rascall  under  Manchester,  sent  a  body  of  rebels  to  seise  and  eject 
Gorsuch  for  Smeath,  vicar  of  Weston.  Gorsuch  betook  himself  to  the 
hay-mow,  and  there  lost  his  life.    He  left  a  very  good  name."  * 

But  a  very  different  account  is  given  in  the  Century : — 

"  13.  The  benefice  of  John  Gorsuch,  D.D.,  rector  of  Walkern,  is  seques- 
tered, for  that  he  is  a  common  haunter  of  ale-houses  and  taverns,  and 
often  drunk  ;  and  oft  sitteth  gaming  whole  nights  together,  and  is  seldom 
in  the  pulpit,  preaching  scarcely  once  a  quarter  ;  and  hath  often  denied 
many  of  his  parishioners  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  without 
any  cause  shown,  and  refused  to  administer  it  to  such  as  would  not  come 
to  the  rails."8 

This  fully  explains  the  sequestration,  which  must  have  taken 
place  about  1643,  though  Gorsuch  did  not  at  once  retire.  The 
name  of  his  successor,  Nathaniel  Ward,  appears  among  the 
signatures  of  Herts  ministers  in  1646.  But  in  the  minutes  of 
the  Committee  for  Plundered  Ministers  we  find  the  following 
order : — 

u26th  October,  1647.  Upon  complaint  made  by  Mr.  Nathaniel  Ward, 
to  whom  the  rectory  of  Walkern,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  is  seques- 
tered, that  Doctor  Gorsuch,  from  whom  the  same  is  sequestered,  hath  in 
contempt  of  the  said  sequestration  taken  away  by  force  and  detained 
from  the  said  Mr.  Ward  the  corn  of  the  glebe  of  good  value,  to  the  great 
prejudice  of  the  said  Mr.  Ward  ;  it  is  therefore  ordered  that  the  wife  of 
the  said  Doctor  Gorsuch  do  show  cause  before  this  Committee  on  the  18th 
November  next  wherefore  she  should  not  be  debarred  of  the  £20  a  year 
granted  her  in  lieu  of  the  fifth  part,  for  the  said  wrong  and  contempt ; 

1  Sufferings  of  the  Clergy,  ii.  251.  there  is  a  change  for  the  better,  when 

*  Cussans,  Broadwater  y  p.  84.  "  JOHN  Be  a  LB,  curate,"  signs.    And  so 

»  White's  Century,  No.  1 3.  The  writing  again  from  1689  to  1641,  when  "  Faaxcib 

in  the  Transcripts  which  has  the  signa-  Bark  with,  curate,"  signs. 

tore  of  Gorsuch  is  very  bad ;  bat  in  1688 
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and  in  case  the  said  Mr.  Ward  shall  forbear  payment  of  the  said  £20  a 
year  to  her,  in  the  meantime  it  is  ordered  that  the  said  detainer  shall  not 
be  accounted  a  contempt  of  the  said  order  of  this  Committee." l 

Nathaniel  Ward,  who  was  appointed  in  place  of  Gorsuch. 
was  one  of  the  New  England  Ministers.  He  was  a  son  of  John 
Ward,  minister  of  Bury  St.  Edmunds,  and  was  born  at  Haver- 
hill, Essex,  about  the  year  1578.  Both  his  father  and  his 
brothers,  Samuel  and  John,  were  distinguished  Puritan  divines. 
He  was  entered  at  Emmanuel  College,  Cambridge,  in  1 596, 
and  graduated  M.A.  in  1603.  He  afterwards  studied,  and  for 
a  while  practised  law ;  but  travelling  in  Prussia  and  Denmark, 
he  was  induced  by  Parous,  the  celebrated  professor  of  theology 
at  Heidelberg,  to  give  up  law  and  turn  to  theology.  On  his 
return  to  England  he  became  preacher  at  St.  James',  Duke's 
Place,  London,  in  1626,  and  afterwards  at  Standon,  in  Essex, 
where  we  find  him  in  1629.  In  Laud's  account  of  his  province 
for  1633  he  says:  "Having,  after  long  patience  and  often 
conference,  proceeded  against  Nathaniel  Ward,  parson  of 
Standon,  to  excommunication  and  deprivation  for  refusing  to 
subscribe  to  the  articles,  I  have  now  left  him  under  sentence 
of  excommunication."3  Ward  left  England  in  April  1634,  and 
settled  as  pastor  of  the  church  in  Agawam,  or  Ipswich,  in 
New  England.  The  year  after  his  arrival  (1635)  he  received 
John  Norton  as  his  colleague,  and  in  February  1637  his  health 
became  so  impaired  that  he  resigned  his  charge,  and  was 
succeeded  by  Nathaniel  Rogers,  though  he  still  preached 
occasionally  as  health  permitted.  Towards  the  close  of  1645 
he  returned  to  England,  and  was  appointed  by  the  Committee 
for  Plundered  Ministers  to  the  cure  of  the  parish  of  Walkern. 
Here  he  remained  till  1648,  when  he  removed  to  his  native 
county  and  became  minister  of  Shenfield,  where  he  died  in  the 
year  1653,  aged  eighty-three  years.  He  was  a  learned  man, 
a  pious  Christian,  an  excellent  preacher,  and  author  of  many 
articles  full  of  wit  and  good  sense.  He  inscribed  over  his 
mantelpiece,  Sobrie,  juste,  pie,  laete.    In  1647  he  published 

»  Add.  MBS.  15,671,  foL  268.  See  also  text  of  Paul,  *  He  would  not  offend  the 

foL  78.  weak  brother/    Bishop  Laud  answered, 

1  Giles  Firmin,  Ward's  son-in-law,  re-  '  Yea,  Paul  said  so  when  he  was  alone : 

peats  an  answer  of  Bishop  Laud  to  his  but  do  you  think  Paul  would  have  said 

father-in-law  :  "  My  father  pleaded  that  so  if  he  had  been  in  a  convocation  ? '" 
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The  Simple  Cobler  ofAgawam,  a  work  of  great  wit  and  genius. 
In  this  work  he  says,  "  I  have  two  comforts  to  live  upon ;  the 
one  is  the  perfections  of  Christ,  the  other  is  the  imperfections 
of  all  Christians/1  Again, "  The  devil,  rather  than  lose  his 
game,  will  outshoot  Christ  in  His  own  bow,  over-gospel  the 
Gospel."1 

Ward  was  succeeded  by  Simon  Smeath.3  The  Commissioners 
to  inquire  touching  Church  Livings  in  1650,  through  their 
jurors  (Nicholas  Clarke  and  Edward  Lowe  for  Walkern), 
reported  Walkern  to  be  "  a  rectory ;  presentative  value,  £160, 
and  then  held  by  Mr.  Simon  Smeath." 3  He  remained  here 
till  1660,  when  he  was  deprived,  one  Anthony  Garley  obtaining 
an  institution  to  the  living.  Simon  Smeath  died  January  6th, 
1678-9,  and  was  buried  January  10th.4 

In  1663,  December  16th,  Francis  Exton  of  Walkern,  George 
Extern,  Margaret  Exton,  Edw.  Chalkley,  Grace  Chalkley,  Ri 
Harvey,  Ch.  Coote,  were  all  presented  by  the  churchwardens 
of  Walkern  for  not  paying  the  rate  towards  the  repair  of  the 
parish  church,  being  8d.9  and  for  not  coming  to  the  church  to 
hear  service  on  Sundays  and  holy  days.    They  were  fined  15*. 

*  "  For  church  work  lam  neither  Pres-  Boy,  with  his  lap  full  of  Caveat*.    He 

by  terian  nor  PJefabyterian,  but  an  Inde-  published  his  brother  Samuel's  Jethro's 

pendent.    My  task  is  to  sit  and  study  Justice  of  the  Peace,  a  sermon  preached 

how  shapeable  the  Independent  way  will  in  1623,  with  a  dedication  to  Sir  Francis 

be  to  the  body  of  England, — then  my  Bacon.   Newcome's  Repertorium,  iL  645 ; 

head  aches  on  one  side;  and  how  suitable  Mather's  New  England,  iii  81 :  David's 

the  Presbyterian  way  will  be  to  the  mind  Essex,   464  ;   Sprague's   Annate  of  the 

of  Christ, — then  my  head  aches  on  the  American  Pulpit,  i.  39,  40;  J.  W.  Dean's 

other  side."    "Voluntary  contributions  Ltfe  of  N.  Ward,  Albany,  1868. 

or   non-contributions  of   members  put  *  "  1648.  Simon,  filius  Simonis  et  Anne 

ministers  upon  many  temptations ;  two  Smeth.  baptizat.    Dec.  9th  Sim.  Smeth, 

hours'  care  does  more  dispirit  an  ingenu-  rector. — Walkern   Parish    Register,    at 

ous  man  than  two  days'  study  ;  nor  can  Hitchin. 

an  elder  be  *  given  to  hospitality '  when  '  Lambeth  MSB.,  Survey,  No.  10. 

he  knows  not  what  will  be  given  him  *  The  old  Register  contains  the  fol- 

to  defray  it.    It  is  a  pity  men  of  gifts  lowing:    "1642.  Captain  John  Bate,  a 

should  live  upon  men's  gifts."    "  When  stranger,  was  buried  in  the  parish  church 

churches  are  so  constituted  that  faith  is  of  Walkern,  in  ye  middle  isle,  under  ye 

ordained  pastor,  truth  teacher,  holiness  stone  of  one  Mr.  Bramfield,  May  81st." 

and  righteousness  rvling  elders,  wisdom  u  1676.  Mrs.  Eleanor  Ward,  widow,  buried 

and  charity  deacons,  knowledge,  love,  May  4th."    Also:  "It  is  to  be  remem- 

hope,  zeal,  heavenly-mindedness,  meek-  bered  that  John  Brown  of  Walkern  was 

ness,   patience,  watchfulness,  humility,  chosen  by  the  inhabitants  to  be  their 

diligence,  sobriety,   modesty,   chastity,  parish  register,  and  was  likewise  ap- 

constancy,  prudence,  contentment,  inno-  proved  and  sworn  by  me,  John  Fair- 

cency,  sincerity,  etc.,  admitted  members,  clough,  Esq.,  one  of  the  Justices  of  the 

and  their  opposites  excluded,  then  there  Peace  within  the  said  county  of  Hert- 

will  be  peace  of  country  and  conscience."  ford,  according  to  the  late  Act  of  Parlia- 

Ward  also  wrote  a  short  satire  against  ment  touching  marriages,  births,  burials, 

the  preachers  of  London,  called  Mercu-  made  24th  August,  1658.  Jo.  Fairclough." 
riue  AfUimecharitu ;  or,  the  Simple  Cooler's 
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or  £1  each.     In  1674  Nehemiah  White  appears  as  curate  here, 
but  in  1677  "  Nehemiah  White,  curate,  was  buried,  June  10th. 
In  1680  Samuel  Gardiner,  rector,  appears.     In  1693  Godfrey 
Gardiner  is  described  as  "  minister." 
The  following  is  a  list  of  the  rectors,  1576—1680  :— 

1576.  Edward  Howe,  1646.  Nathaniel  Ward. 

1606.  John  Clarke.  1650.  Simon  Smeath. 

1612.  George  Barry.  1660.  Anthony  Garley. 

1632.  John  Gorsuch.  1674.  Nehemiah  White,  curate. 

1638.  John  Beale,  curate.  1680.  Samuel  Gardiner. 

1639.  Francis  Barkwith,  curate. 

The  following  places  for  religious  worship  were  certified 
after  the  passing  of  the  Toleration  Act : — 

1.  "  These  are  to  certifie  that  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters 
doe  intend  to  meet  for  religious  worship  at  ye  house  of  Edward  Ives,  in 
the  parish  of  Walkern.  Witness,  etc.,  December  2nd,  1699,  Th.  Hide, 
Moses  Coventry,  Henry  Prior,  Bobt.  Oldwick,  J.  Field,  Th.  Kirby,  Edw. 
Ives.    Beg.  19th  December,  1699." 

2.  "  These  are  to  certify  that  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters 
do  intend  to  meet  for  religious  worship  at  the  house  of  Elisha  Clark,  in 
the  parish  of  Walkern.  26th  April,  1744.  Thos.  Impey,  Thos.  Smithson, 
Jos.  Field,  Edw.  Ives,  Daniel  Pay,  John  Cook.  Beg.  16th  September, 
1744" 

3.  "  These  are  to  certify  that  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters 
do  intend  to  meet  'for  religious  worship  at  the  house  of  Jos.  Field,  of 
Walkern,  and  we  desire  that  the  said  house  may  be  registered,  etc.  Wit- 
ness our  hands,  September  14th,  1765,  Wm.  Hyde,  John  Stevens.  Beg. 
14th  September,  lite." 

4.  "  These  are  to  certify  that  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters 
do  intend  to  meet  for  religious  worship  at  the  house  of  Mr.  James  Bar- 
dolph,  in  the  parish  of  Walkern.  May  28th,  1790.  John  Brackstone, 
Ch.  Baron,  W.  Andrews,  Simon  Purdue,  W.  Ives.  Beg.  8th  June,  1790. 
W.  W.,  D.  R." 

5.  "  The  same  for  the  house  of  Simon  Purdue,  1st  July,  1791.  Witness, 
S.  Purdue,  W.  Ives,  W.  Warner,  Th.  Bradshaw,  Henry  Starr,  Ch.  Bacon, 
Th.  Fletcher.    Beg.  9th  July,  1791." 

6.  "  A  dwelling-house  in  the  occupation  of  Alex.  Thompson  certified 
for  Protestant  Dissenters  29th  October,  1796,  by  John  Geard,  Danl. 
Field,  Thos.  Button.    Beg.  1st  November,  1796.    W.  W." 

7.  "  A  dwelling-house  and  barn  now  in  the  occupation  of  Joseph  Peters 
certified  for  Protestant  Dissenters  July  2nd,  1806,  by  John  Geard,  W. 
Williams,  Jos.  Peters.     Beg.  24th  July,  1806." 

8.  u  Walkern,  a  chapel  for  Protestant  Dissenters  certified  1st  May, 
1810,  by  Wm.  Andrews,  Saml.  Porter,  Jas.  Hilton,  W.  Bacon,  Joseph 
Peters." 
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9.  "  House  of  Thomas  Sprigginu  for  Independents,  certified  8th  Jane, 
1810,  by  Th.  Spriggins,  Edw.  Andrew,  B.  Isaac,  Jas.  Steel,  Jas.  Aylott." 

10.  House  of  Jas.  Ellis,  Walkern,  certified  for  Protestants  March  5th, 
1820,  by  Jas.  Ellis  and  Thos.  Spriggins." 

11.  "Barn  of  G.  Godfrey,  Walkern,  for  Protestants,  April  11th,  1820, 
by  Geo.  Godfrey." 

12.  "Walkern  Hall  Farm  for  Protestants,  April  11th,  1832,  by  Jas. 
English." 

13.  "  House  of  Jas.  Ayott  of  Walkern  certified  for  Protestant  Dis- 
senters October  7th,  1834,  by  Wm.  Taylor." 

The  Independent  Chapel  was  built  in  1810 ;  see  Evan.  Mag.,  xviii.  331. 


WATTON. 
Acres,  3,499;  pop.,  810;  value,  £700. 

Robert  Porter  was  "  parson  of  Watton  "  in  the  latter  part 
of  Elizabeth's  reign,  and  repeatedly  designates  himself  thus  in 
the  transcript  registers.  He  is  described  as  of  Watton  and 
concwnator  in  1576.1  In  1617  is  the  following:  "Sir,  this  is 
to  certifie  you  that  all  of  our  parish  hath  communicated,  and 
all  thing  is  very  well  for  this  last  year  ending  Easter  1617. 
No  recusants.  Nich.  Barlagge,  Robt.  Kent,  churchwardens." 
In  1624  Francis  Stuke  signs  as  parson,  and  his  children 
were  baptized,  John,  June  29th,  1626 ;  Ellen,  October  8th, 
1628 ;  George,  August  29th,  1632.  He  died  and  was  buried 
here  October  12th,  1635,  when  John  Scargill  signs  as  curate, 
and  continues  thus  to  sign  with  John  Miles  and  Th.  Kent  as 
churchwardens  till  1639.  The  rector,  James  Halsey,  S.T.P., 
probably  non-resident,  was  inducted  March  18th,  1635-6,  by 
Thoa  Owen,  curate  of  Datchwgrth.2  In  1640-41  Francis 
Maude  signs  as  curate  here.  On  March  12th,  1640-41,  Wil- 
liam Ingoldsbt  was  appointed  per  mortem  Jas.  Halsey.  He 
had  been  curate  at  Hatfield  for  the  six  years  previous. 
Walker3  says,  "  He  was  turned  out  by  the  House  of  Commons 
about  April  1643,  who  at  the  same  time  thrust  one  J 

1  Lambeth  MSS.,900.  The  Transcripts  *  See  the  Acta  of  the  Archd.  of  Hunt 

"""    ~      ber       ingdon.    Tl  ""  

signed  by  ** 

,  r ,   „        John    Halsey,    U._.    „ , 

me,  Robert  Porter,  parson.  1622,  Decern-       Backe,     and     W.     Cranfield,    church 


give    the    following  : — "  1610,   October  ingdon.    The  certificate  of  induction  is 

1st.  Buried  Margaret  Porter,  wife  of  Mr.  signed  by  u  Thos.  Owen,  Geo.  Franklin, 

Robert  Porter,  parson  of  Watton,  by  John    Halsey,  jQeo.    Haughton,    Edm. 

me,  Robert  Porter,  parson.  1622,  Decern-  Backe,                        ~ 

ber  19th,   Sir  Robert  Botteler,   Knight,  wardens.1 

buried  by  me,  Robert  Porter.     1623-4,  3  Sufferings  qfthe  Clergy,  iL  282. 
February   21 9t,    buried  Robert  Porter, 
parson  of  Watton." 


BROADWATBB.]  WATTON.  617 

W into  the  living."     In  the  Commons  Journals,1  April 

10th,  1643,  we  find  "  an  ordinance  for  sequestering  the  rents 
of  the  rectory  of  Watton,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  whereof 
William  Ingoldsby  is  now  rector,  to  the  sequestrators  for  the 
use  of  John  Wells,  M.A.,  a  godly,  learned,  and  orthodox 
divine,  who  is  hereby  appointed  and  required  to  preach  and 
to  officiate  as  parson."  W.  Ingoldsby  was  accused  before  the 
Lords  April  28th,  1643,  and  "  a  printed  book  of  his  making 
was  produced  full  of  malignant  expressions  and  imputations 
upon  the  proceedings  in  Parliament,  which  he  confessed  he 
published."  The  Lords  gave  judgment  "  that  for  his  offences 
he  shall  be  committed  to  the  prison  of  the  Fleete,  there  to  con- 
tinue during  the  pleasure  of  the  House,  and  that  Mr.  Wells 
shall  supply  the  living  of  Watton."  3 

John  Wells,  thus  deputed  to  supply  the  cure,  was  M.A., 
and  sometime  Fellow  of  St.  John's,  Oxford.  His  preaching  is 
described  as  "  plain  and  profitable,  suitable  to  the  capacity  of 
his  auditory."  He  was  of  an  affable  disposition.  He  became 
minister  of  St  Olaves  Jury,  London,  whence  he  was  ejected 
for  his  Nonconformity  in  1662.3  He  was  not  at  Watton  long, 
for  W.  Ingoldsby,  who  had  been  released  from  prison,  died  in 
1645,  and  the  eminent  Richard  Vines,  M.A,  a  member  of 
the  Assembly  of  Divines,  was  appointed,  as  the  following 
minutes  of  the  Committee  for  Plundered  Ministers  show  : — 

u  August  11th,  1645.  Whereas  this  Com**  is  informed  that  Mr.  John 
Wells  hath  officiated  the  care  of  the  parish  church  of  Watton,  in  the 
county  of  Hertford,  for  several  months  since  the  decease  of  the  former 
incumbent,  from  whom  the  said  was  in  his  lifetime  sequestered  to  the  said 
Mr.  Wells,  for  which  he  hath  not  received  satisfaction  ;  it  is  ordered  that 
he  shall  be  satisfied  and  paid  for  the  said  service  out  of  the  profits  of  the 
said  rectory  that  fell  since  the  death  of  the  said  former  incumbent,  which 
in  the  time  of  the  said  Mr.  Wells  officiated  the  said  cure  as  aforesaid,  and 
this  Com**  do  especially  recommend  the  said  Mr.  Wells  to  Mr.  Vines,  the 
present  rector  there,  to  make  him  satisfaction  for  the  said  service  accord- 
ingly.4 'Gentlemen,  the  Com*"  for  Plundered  Ministers  are  informed 
that  Mr.  Richard  Vines,  a  reverend  and  godly  divine,  and  member  of  the 
Assembly  of  Divines,  is  by  the  rightful  patron  of  the  rectory  of  Watton 

'  iii.  36.  '  Calamy,  Account,  p.  39 ;    Continua- 

*  Lords   Journal*,   vi.f   p.   20.      The       tion,  p.  68.    J.  Wells  died  in  June  1676. 

witnesses'  names  against  him  were  Edw.  «  Add.  MSS.,  15,669,  fol.  258. 

Miles,  John  Myles,  T.  Waight,  T.  Heath, 

J.  Teerman. 
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at  Stone,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  becoming  void  by  the  death  of  the 
late  incumbent,  from  whom  the  same  was  sequestered,  presented  thereto ; 
the  said  Com**  having  large  experience  of  the  worth  and  abilities  of  the 
said  Mr.  Vines,  have  commanded  me  in  their  name  to  recommend  the 
said  Mr.  Vines  unto  you,  expecting  and  presuming  that  he  shall  be 
received  by  you  with  respect  answerable  to  his  worth,  and  that  he  be 
quietly  permitted  by  you  to  officiate  the  cure  of  the  church  without  any 
let,  disturbance,  or  molestation,  and  enjoy  the  parsonage-house  and  profits 
of  the  said  rectory  according  to  his  right  thereunto.  May  22nd,  1645 
To  the  churchwardens  and  parishioners  of  the  parish  of  Watton  at 
Stone,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  these.'" 

Richard  Vines,  M.A.,  was  born  at  Blason,  in  Leicestershire, 
about  1600,  and  educated  in  Magdalen  College,  Cambridge, 
where  he  took  his  M.A.  He  was  first  schoolmaster  at  Hinckley, 
in  Leicestershire,  then  minister  of  Weddington,  in  Warwick- 
shire. At  the  beginning  of  the  civil  war  he  was  driven  from 
his  parish  and  plundered.  He  took  refuge  in  Coventry,  where 
there  were  hidden  thirty  ministers  driven  from  their  flocks 
and  plundered  by  the  King's  troops.  He  was  chosen  member 
of  the  Assembly  of  Divines  at  Westminster  in  1643,  and  at 
the  same  time  made  minister  of  St.  Clement  Danes.  In  the 
Assembly  his  excellent  abilities  and  great  moderation  were 
called  into  daily  exercise.  In  1644  he  was  appointed  by  the 
Parliament  one  of  the  divines  to  assist  at  the  treaty  of 
Uxbridge.  He  was  chosen  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Accommodation,  and  was  at  the  same  time  appointed  Master  of 
Pembroke  Hall,  Cambridge.  After  some  time,  by  the  solicita- 
tion of  the  Earl  of  Essex,  he  removed  to  Watton. 

"  The  parsonage  was  of  good  value,  yet  much  overrated  in  the  common 
report ;  but  it  proved  small  to  him,  by  reason  of  his  great  charges  in 
repairing  a  ruinous  house  ;  great  taxes,  the  tenth  of  all  which  was  laid 
upon  him  by  his  neighbours  (who  knew  not  how  to  value  such  a  pearl) ; 
and  '  as  he  himself  told  me/  says  Clark,  '  being  forced  to  find  a  horse  and 
arms  without  any  other  joined  with  him.  Besides,  in  regard  of  his  neces- 
sary absence  sometimes,  he  was  fain  to  maintain  an  assistant  to  supply 
his  room." ' 

He  preached  warmly  against  the  Baptists.  On  the  death  of 
the  Earl  of  Essex  (September  14th,  1646)  he  preached  his 
funeral  sermon.  In  1649  he  refused  the  Engagement.  The 
Commissioners  to  inquire  touching  Church  Livings  report  (by 

1  Clark's  Lives  in  thit  Later  Age,  48-66. 
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their  jurors,  of  whom  Edward  Bache  and  John  Miles  were 
appointed  for  Watton)  that  Mr.  Richard  Vines  is  minister  in 
1650.  Soon  afterwards  he  was  appointed  to  the  church  of 
St  Lawrence  Jury ;  and  there  his  remains  were  interred  with 
great  lamentation  February  7th,  1655,  when  Dr.  Thomas 
Jacombe  preached  his  funeral  sermon,  giving  the  following 
testimony  concerning  him  : — 

"  Mr.  Richard  Vines  was  a  burning  and  a  shining  light  in  his  day,  and 
possessed  very  excellent  parts,  even  taller  by  the  head  and  shoulders  than 
most  of  his  brethren.  He  was  mighty  in  the  Scriptures,  and  as  an  inter- 
preter, one  of  a  thousand.  He  was  an  accomplished  scholar,  a  perfect 
master  of  Greek,  an  excellent  philologist,  and  an  admirable  orator.  His 
spiritual  and  powerful  ministry  was  principally  upon  the  doctrine  of 
justification,  debasing  man  and  exalting  the  Saviour.  He  wished  to  die 
praying  or  preaching.  (A  few  days  before  his  death,'  says  Fuller, '  as  he  was 
preaching  at  St.  Gregory's  Church,  a  rude  fellow  cried  aloud  to  him,  "  Lift 
up  your  voice,  for  I  cannot  hear  you"  ;  to  whom  Mr.  Vines  replied,  "  Lift 
up  your  ears,  for  I  can  speak  no  loader."  >  Some  called  him  Luther,  not 
being  unlike  him;  'and  indeed,'  adds  Clark,  'he  was  another  Luther.1 
'  He  had  (Luther-like)  an  undaunted  spirit,'  says  Calamy." 

Who  Mr.  Vines's  assistant  at  Watton  was  does  not  appear. 
Thomas  Edwards  says :  "  There  are  four  famous  preachers  in 
Hertfordshire,  as  I  have  it  from  sure  hands,  one  Heath,  the 
collar-maker,  of  Watton/'  etc.  And  again,  "There  is  one 
Carter,  having  but  one  eye,  a  sectary  at  Watton,  in  Hert- 
fordshire, and  a  great  preacher,  who  keeps  conventicles  on  the 
Lord's  Day,  there  being  great  resort  to  him,  never  coming  to 
the  public  assemblies."  s 

The  next  minister  seems  to  have  been  Christopher  Shutb, 
S.T.P.,  who  was  admitted  to  the  rectory  of  St.  Vedast,  London, 
July  9th,  1661,8  and  was  collated  to  the  Archdeaconry  of  St. 
Albans  30th  June,  1664.  He  died  in  1671.  He  was  followed  by 
Samuel  Bendy,  who  also  had  the  vicarage  of  Sacomb,  and  was 
"for  eighteen  years  the  worthy  and  reverend  rector  of  this 
church."  He  died  April  3rd,  1689.  In  1662  Thomas  Bacocke 
and  Francis  Halsey  were  presented  for  not  paying  their  rate, 
and  for  not  coming  to  church ;  and  the  note  is  added,  "  There 
is  no  schoolmaster,  Mr.  Cox  being  gone/'4 

>  Worthies,  Part  II.,  p.  185  ;   Neal's  *  Gangrana,  Part  III.,  81, 106. 

Hist,  of  the  Puritan*,  iv.  118  ;  Clark's  *  Kennet's  Register,  518. 

Lives,  48 ;  Brook's  Lives  qf  the  Puritans,  *  Acta  of  Archd.  of  Huntingdon. 
UL  230—286. 
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The  following  is  a  list  of  the  rectors,  1576—1662  :— 

1576.  Robert  Porter.  1641.  William  Ingoldsby. 

1624.  Francis  Stake.  1643.  John  Wells,  M.A 

1635.  John  Scargill,  curate.  1645.  Richard  Vines,  M.A. 
1635.  James  Halsey,  S.T.P.  1656.  Christopher  Shute,  S.T.P. 

1640.  Francis  Maude,  curate.  1661.  Samuel  Bendy. 

The  following  are  the  places  in  this  parish  certified  under 
the  Toleration  Act  for  Divine  worship  by  Protestant  Dis- 
senters : — 

1.  "  81.  A  place  of  meeting  for  Protestant  Dissenters  in  the  pariah  of 
Watton,  certified  by  Bob.  Thomson  of  Watton  at  the  Easter  Sessions 
1697." 

2.  "  These  are  to  certifie  that  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters 
doe  intend  to  meet  for  religions  worship  at  ye  house  of  Benjamin  Chap- 
man, in  the  parish  of  Watton,  in  the  county  of  Hertford.  Witness  our 
hands  this  20th  February,  1698,  Ben.  Chapman,  John  Berry.  Jan.,  Tho. 
Wright,  Boh.  Chapman.    Beg.  21st  February,  1698." 

3.  "  The  house  of  John  Berry,  in  the  parish  of  Watton,  certified  for 
Protestant  Dissenters  by  Th.  Coulson,  Benj.  Chapman,  Bob.  Chapman, 
John  Berry,  Thos.  Moore.     Beg.  3rd  July,  1701." 

4.  "The  house  of  John  Larke  certified  by  the  same  persons,  and  reg. 
13th  November,  1701." 

5.  "  A  dwelling-house  in  the  parish  of  Watton,  now  in  the  occupation 
of  James  Ward,  certified  as  a  place  of  religious  worship  for  Protestant 
Dissenters  13th  July,  1798,  by  John  Geard,  SamL  Bradley,  Jas.  Smith. 
Beg.  14th  July,  1798." 

6.  "  A  dwelling-house  in  the  parish  of  Watton,  now  in  the  occupation 
of  Wm.  Watts,  for  Protestant  Dissenters,  certified  by  John  Geard,  Sam. 
Smith,  Wm.  Button.    Beg.  28th  December,  1802." 

Schoolmaster's  Certificate.— u  On  June  17th,  1794,  John  Parnell,  of  the 
parish  of  Watton,  did  subscribe  to  the  articles  aforesaid,  and  did  also  make 
and  subscribe  the  declaration  against  transubstantiation,  and  took  the 
oaths  of  allegiance  and  supremacy  before  me,  Wm.  Jones,  surrogate." 

7.  "  A  place  of  meeting  at  Watton  for  Protestant  Dissenters,  certified 
by  W.  W.  Taylor,  W.  Watts,  Philip  Townsend,  W.  Scarbrow,  W.  Pendred, 
July  26th,  1809." 

8.  "  The  barn  of  Wm.  Taylor  certified  July  26th,  1809,  by  J.  H.  Barwick 
and  W.  W.  Hale." 

9.  "  Watton  Street ;  a  house  of  Joseph  Moginie  certified  as  a  place  of 
worship  for  Protestant  Dissenters  September  22nd,  1809,  by  Jos.  Moginie, 
Hy.  Cheverton,  Wm.  Wajts,  Ph.  Townsend." 

10.  "  Dwelling-house  of  John  Millard  certified  for  Protestant  Dissenters 
27th  June,  1810,  by  Jos.  Gostick,  G.  H.  Bowe,  Jas.  Humphries,  S.  B. 
Lambert,  John  Millard,  Wm.  WatW 
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11.  "Wm.  Pendred's,  at  Watton,  certified  for  Protestant  Dissenters 
21st  February,  1810,  by  Jos.  Gostick,  W.  Watts,  W.  Pendred." 

12.  u  Watton ;  premises  of  George  Long  for  Protestants,  29th  June, 
1819,  certified  by  Saml.  French." 

13.  "  Watton ;  house  of  H.  E.  Webster  for  Protestants,  certified  Decem- 
ber 14th,  1819,  by  Henrietta  Elizabeth  Webster." 

14.  "  Watton ;  house  of  Geo.  Monk  certified  for  Wesleyans  December 
1820  by  Geo.  Monk." 

WELWYN. 
Acres,  2,987 ;  pop.,  1,742 ;  valne,  £700. 

George  Lewis,  B.A.,  is  named  as  rector  here  and  ad  concio- 
Tuindum  licenciatue  in  1576.1  He  is  described  as  generosa 
familia  natvs,  and  as  fulfilling  the  duties  of  "  pastor  of  this 
church"  mmma  dUigentia  for  thirty  years,  and  he  died  March 
28th,  1606,  aged  fifty-five.2  The  Welwyn  Register  contains 
several  entries  relating  to  the  family  of  George  Lewis.  It 
contains  the  following  note:  "This  book  was  mislaid  for 
several  years,  and  found  after  Dr.  Young's  death  in  his  study 
by  his  son,  and  given  into  the  custody  of  John  Jones,  curate, 
in  1767."  John  Jones  gives  "some  extracts  from  the  old 
Register  book  of  Wellwyn,  beginning  the  first  year  of  the  reign 
of  Elizabeth.  It  is  said  on  the  title-page  to  be  '  written  [i.e., 
transcribed  upon  vellum]  from  the  beginning  thereof  unto  the 
year  of  our  Lord  God  1598  by  Peter  Rylands,  of  the  towne  of 
St.  Albans,  Scr.' " 8 

The  advowson  of  this  church  was  a  family  property  of  the 
Willsheres  for  many  years.  In  1606  Thomas  Willshere  pre- 
sented Thomas,  his  second  son,  to  the  rectory  of  this  parish, 

1  Lambeth  MSS.,  900.  each  by  Rylands,  the  transcriber,  from 

9  The  inscription  on  a  brass  now  gone,  the  first  imperfect  registers  thus :  "  a.d. 

given  by  Mr.  Cussans  from  Lansd.  MSB.,  1664,   6,  6,  7,  8,  9,  1570,  nihil."    1694. 

119,  fol.  276.    Also  this,  ''Here  lyeth  ye  Edith,  wife  of  Mr.  Geo.  Lewis,  parson, 

body  of  Mr.  Thomas  Cordall,  sometime  buried  at  Hitchin,  July.    1594.  George 

pastor  of  this  church."    Died  January  Lewis  and  Lucy  Bristowe  married  Octo- 

3M,  1563.    Also,  "  January  20th,  1495,  ber  6th.' Agnes,  daughter  of  Geo.  Lewis. 

John    Revesby,  8.T.B.,  rector   of    this  minister  of   the  Word  and  parson  of 

church."  Welwyn,  baptized  21st  December,  1695. 

*  The  Jonbs  MSS.  in  Dr.  Williams'  Martha,  daughter  of  George  Lewis,  min- 

Iibrary,  B.  17.    Mr.  Jones  says, "  What  ister  of  the  Word  and  parson  of  Wellwyn, 

is  now  commonly  called  Robley,  or  Bob-  baptized   January    1st,    1600.     George 

bery  Heath,  is  in  the  Register  written  Lewi*,  sonne  of  George  Lewis,  minister 

Frobley-heath,  and  at  other  times  From-  of  the  Word  and  parson  of  Wellwyn, 

ble-heath.  .  .  .  There  is  an  omission  of  baptized  15th  April,   1602.     160G.  Mr. 

several  years  in  the  Register  under  the  George  Lewis,  sometime  parson  of  this 

several  heads  of  Baptisms,   Marriages,  town,  buried  March  31st. 
and  Burials,  as  taken  notice  of  under 
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and  in  1615  granted  the  advowson  to  John,  his  elder  son,  by 
whom  it  was  sold  to  All  Souls'  College,  Oxford.  Thomas 
Willshere,  the  rector,  was  here  from  1606  till  his  death,  June 
10th,  1651,  in  the  seventy-fifth  year  of  his  age.1  In  1610, 
December  loth,  Robert  Battell,  of  Welwyn,  was  presented  "for 
not  coming  to  the  Holy  Communion  at  Easter  last";  and  in 
1617  "  Clement  Manisty  and  his  wife  had  some  unkindness 
between  him  and  his  minister,  Mr.  Willshere ;  ordered  that  he 
receive  the  Communion  at  his  hands/'  A  certificate  dated 
28th  May,  1617,  is  signed  by  T.  Willshere,  "  that  those  whose 
names  are  underwritten  did  communicate  upon  Sunday  last, 
Clem.  Manisty  and  his  wife,  John  Stratford,  Phil  Feild."  It 
is  also  noted  in  the  Acta  that  "Nathanael  and  Priscilla  Manisty 
have  gone  into  Essex/'  These  names  are  among  the  first  in 
the  early  registers,  and  the  Manestie  family  was  evidently  one 
of  consequence,  as  was  also  (as  Mr.  Jones  observes)  the  family 
of  Pennyfather  (sometimes  written  Penfeather).  Willshere 
employed  a  curate  in  his  later  years,  and  in  1639  "Mr.  Thomas 
Iveson,  curate  to  Mr.  Willshere,  was  buried  January  17th." 
Among  the  Conway  papers  in  the  Record  Office  is  the  follow- 
ing:— 

"  April  23rd,  1639.  The  same  week  sixteen  men  of  the  parish  of  Well- 
ing, in  Hartfordshire,  came  to  their  Archdeacon,  Dr.  Holdsworth,  here  in 
London,  to  complain  of  the  Parson  of  their  Parish  for  having  refused  the 
three  Sundays  before  to  administer  the  Sacrament  unto  them,  only  because 
they  would  not  come  up  to  receive  it  at  the  rail  about  the  Communion 
Table.  I  hear  there  hath  been  great  contention  between  the  minister 
and  the  parishioners,  which  the  Archdeacon  not  being  able  to  compose, 
he  therefore,  with  these  sixteen  parishioners,  addresseth  his  complaints  to 
my  lord's  Grace  of  Canterbury  [Laud],  who,  having  heard  all  the  differ- 
ences, refers  all  back  to  Dr.  Holdsworth,  to  settle  peace  between  all  parties, 
saying,  he  wonders  the  parson  should  exact  their  coming  up  to  the  rail 
to  receive  the  Sacrament,  if  so  be  the  pews  be  conveniently  seated  in  the 
church  to  administer  in  them."  The  letter  of  the  Archdeacon  to  Mr. 
Willshere  is  as  follows :  "  Mr.  Wilsher, — It  hath  pleased  my  lord's  Grace  of 
Canterbury,  upon  a  petition  delivered  to  his  Grace  by  some  of  your  parish, 

1  The  entries  of  his  children's  baptism  Battell  married  July  21st.  1611.  Thomas 

occur  as  follows:    "1609,  Anne;  1613,  Willshere  and  Elizabeth  Smyth  married 

Henry;    1616,   Mary;    1618,   Thomas;  at  Steple  Morden  June  J 0th.     This  I 

1619,  George;    1620,  Elizabeth;    1622,  take  to  be  the  rector."    "  1651.  Thomas 

Bobert ;    1624,  Jesper ;    1627,  Frances  ;  Willshere,  rector  of  the  church  at  Wel- 

1629,  Frances ;    1632,  Richard."    Jones  wyn,  buried  Jane  16th.    This  entry  was 

MSS.  (B.  17),  who  also  gives  the  follow-  made  by  his  immediate  successor,  Dr. 

ing :  "1573.  Thomas  Willshere  and  Jane  Nicholas  Greaves." 
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to  give  order  to  me  to  require  you  not  to  deny  the  Communion  to  any 
of  your  communicants  that  present  themselves  to  receive  as  they  ought 
kneeling  in  the  chancel,  although  they  come  not  up  to  the  rail,  to  which 
none  are  to  he  compelled  to  come,  save  only  those  that  are  willing.  These 
are  therefore  to  require  you  to  take  notice  of  his  Grace's  order,  the  copy 
whereof  I  have  here  sent  you  enclosed.  Sir,  I  am  sorry  you  should  deny 
these  comforts  to  so  many  conformable  men,  having  no  command  from 
superiors.  It  might  have  bred  you  more  trouble,  but  that  my  lord's  Grace 
delights  in  gentleness.  And,  moreover,  your  parishioners  did  not  aggra- 
vate their  grievances  against  you.  Sir,  there  is  one  thing  more  that  was 
not  represented  to  his  Grace,  which  yet  I  must  both  intreat  you  and 
require  you  to  take  into  consideration,  that  you  so  order  the  reading  of 
the  second  service  that  your  parishioners  may  conveniently  hear  it,  and 
receive  by  it  edification,  for  I  am  informed  that  at  least  three  score  of 
them  can  neither  see  nor  hear  you.  So.  not  doubting  but  that  you  will 
accommodate  these  things  to  his  Grace's  expectation  and  your  parish- 
ioners7 lawful  content,  with  my  hearty  love  I  commend  you  to  God,  and 
rest  your  loving  friend,  Rich.  Holdsworth.  St.  Peter,  Bread  Street,  April 
4th,  1639.1    Endorsed  by  Archbishop  Laud/' 

In  Laud's  Account  of  his  Provmce  there  is  the  following  note 
regarding  this  practice : — 

"  There  are  risen  some  differences  in  the  southern  parts  of  his  diocese 
(Lincoln)  about  the  ministers  urging  the  people  to  receive  at  the  rails 
which  his  lordship  saith  he  hath  procured  to  be  placed  about  the  holy 
table,  and  the  people  in  some  places  refusing  so  to  do.  Now  because  this 
is  not  regulated  by  any  canon  of  your  Church,  his  lordship  is  an  humble 
suitor  that  he  may  have  direction  herein.  And  truly  I  think  for  this 
particular  ye  people  will  best  be  won  by  the  decency  of  the  thing  itself, 
and  that  I  suppose  may  be  compassed  in  a  short  time.  But  if  your  Majesty 
shall  think  it  fit  that  a  quicker  way  be  held,  I  shall  humbly  submit"2  The 
king's  note  is,  "  Try  your  way  for  some  tyme." 

The  Commissioners  of  1650  to  inquire  touching  church 
livings  report  that  "  Mr.  Thomas  Willshere  is  incumbent,  and 
that  he  paid  Mr.  Robert  Ivery  £80  per  annum  to  serve  the 
cure."  The  jurors  appointed  by  these  Commissioners  at  Welwyn 
were  Nathaniel  Manestey  and  Richard  Meade.  Robert  Ivery, 
the  curate,  conformed  and  became  rector  of  St.  Magnus,  London, 
in  1662.' 

Upon  the  death  of  Thomas  Willshere,  Nicholas  Greaves, 
D.D.,  was  appointed  minister  of  Welwyn.     He  was  the  son  of 

1  Given  (in  facsimile)  by  Mr.  Cussans,  *  Lambeth  MSS.,  948 ;  Laud's  Account 

Broadwater,  p.  227 ;  from  S.  P.  O.  Do-       of  hit  Diocese,  p.  268. 
mastic,  Charles  I.,  417,  No.  81.  '  Lambeth  MSS.,  Survey,  vol  x. ;  New- 

court,  Hep.,  i.  899. 
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Mr.  John  Greaves,  rector  of  Colmore,  near  Arlesford,  Hants. 
His  elder  brother,  John  Greaves,  was  a  celebrated  mathema- 
tician and  traveller.     Hia  younger  brothers  were  also  men  of 
eminence, — Thomas  in  divinity,  and  Edward  in  physic.  Nicholas 
was  first  commoner  of  St  Mary's  Hall,  Oxford,  elected  fellow 
of  All  Souls'  1627,  and  junior  proctor  of  the  University  in 
1648.     He  took  his  degree  of  B.A.  November  1st,  1642,  and 
was  created  D.D.  in  the  year  following.     He  was  afterwards 
promoted  to  the  Deanery  of  Dromore,  in  Ireland.     It  is  pro- 
bable that  he  fled  into  England  in  the  time  of  the  rebellion. 
He  settled  at  Welwyn  in  1651,  and  remained  here  till  1662, 
when  he  refused  to  conform,  and  was  ejected  on  Bartholomew 
Day.     Kennet,  in  his  Register,  has  the  following  extract  from 
the  Lincoln  registers :  "  1662.  Die  ult  Octob.  Gabriel  Tower- 
son,  clericus,  A.M.,  admiss.  ad  Rect.  EccL  de  Wellwyn  Com. 
Hertford,  per  privationem  Nicolai  Greaves,  S.T.P.,  ult.  incumb. 
virtu te  Actus  Uniformitatis  legitime  vacantem."1    In  the  Acta 
we  find,  "  31st  October,  1662,  Gabriel  Towerson  instituted  per 
depriv.  Nicholai  Graves,  clerici." 

In  1663-4  (March  23rd),  Richard  Barnes,  of  Welwyn,  was 
presented  for  refusing  to  pay  a  rate  made  for  the  repair  of  the 
church;  and  in  1666,  August  26th,  "Wm.  Oakley,  of  this 
parish,  for  not  baptizing  his  child,  being  about  a  quarter  of  a 
year  old."  In  1676  "John  Ackers,  of  Welwyn,  was  presented 
for  refusing  to  come  to  church."  Dr.  Luke  Eeles,  a  famous 
physician,  was  here  for  many  years.  Edward  Young,  LLJD., 
author  of  Night  Thoughts,  was  rector  here  from  1730  till  his 
death  April  5th,  1765.  John  Jones  was  his  curate  from  1750 
to  1760,  when  he  became  minister  of  SheephalL  The  following 
is  a  list  of  the  rectors,  1576—1662  :— 

1576.  George  Lewie.  1651.  Nicholas  Greaves,  D.D.,  ejected 

1606.  Thomas  Willshere.  for  Nonconf.,  1662. 

1650.  Robert  Ivery,  curate.  1662.  Gabriel  Towerson. 

The  following  are  registrations  of  places  of  religious  worship 
for  Protestant  Dissenters  under  the  Toleration  Act : — 

1  Palmer's  Noncon.  Mem.,  ii.  315.  Jones  Nicholas  Greaves,  doctor  and  rector  of 

S'ves  the  following:    M1653.   Nicholas  this  parish  of  Welwyn,  buried  November 

reaves,  rector ;  Richard  Meade  and  Edw.  27th.    1663.  Henry,  the  sonne  of  Nicholas 

Pennyfather,     churchwardens.        1656.  Greaves,  sometime  rector  of  the  parish 

Nicholas  Greaves,  an  infant,  the  son  of  of  Welwyn,  buried  April  14th." 
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1.  "  48.  Welwyn,  a  place  for  religious  worship,  certified  at  Michaelmas 
Sessions,  1691." 

2.  "  The  house  of  Samuel  Manestey,  Esq.,  in  the  parish  of  Welwyn,  is 
set  apart  as  a  place  of  meeting  and  assemblies  for  religious  worship. 
15th  October,  1695.  John  Wilshire,  Wm.  Seeling,  Rowland  Parker,  Ed. 
Warner.    Beg.  22nd  October,  1695." 

3.  "We  desire  that  a  room  in  the  parish  of  Welwyn,  now  in  the 
occupation  of  Mr.  Joshua  Grubb,  may  be  registered  as  a  place  of  religious 
worship  for  Protestant  Dissenters.  29th  November,  1791.  Geo.  Moulden, 
Thos.  Thurgood,  Edw.  Bunker,  D.  Cannon.  Beg.  November  29th,  1791." 

4.  "  We  desire  that  a  new  building  erected  in  the  parish  of  Welwyn, 
now  standing  on  a  piece  of  land  purchased  for  that  purpose,  late  in  the 
occupation  of  Mr.  Summer  Taylor,  may  be  registered  as  a  place  of 
religious  worship  for  Protestant  Dissenters.  Ed.  Bunker,  Thos.  Thur- 
good.   Beg.  19th  June,  1792." 

5.  "  The  house  of  Thos.  Young,  at  Brickwall,  in  the  parish  of  Welwyn 
certified  for  Protestants.     15th  November,  1817.     Charles  Cook."  , 

6.  "  The  dwelling-house  of  Edw.  Humphries,  Welwyn,  for  Protestants, 
certified  February  20th,  1821,  by  Bichard  Gower." 

7.  "  The  house  of  Wm.  Catlin,  at  Welwyn,  for  Protestants,  certified 
February  19th,  1834,  by  Philip  Lawrence." 

8.  "The  house  of  John  Megs,  Welwyn,  for  Protestants.  March  11th, 
1834.     Certified  by  Th.  Squires." 

9.  "Ebenezer  Chapel,  Welwyn,  for  Protestants.  March  25th,  1834. 
Certified  by  Peter  Lawrence." 

WESTON. 
Acres,  4,680;  pop.,  969;  value,  £197. 

This  parish  was  in  the  Archdeaconry  of  Huntingdon,  and  in 
1576,  John  Beesbrowne,  the  vicar,  is  described  as  ad  concio- 
Ttandum  kahilis.  On  July  24th,  1610,  Matthew  Austin,  of 
Weston,  was  presented  because  "  he  did  mow  on  St.  Peter's 
Day  last  past."  In  1614  we  find  W.  Andrews,  M.A,  licensed 
here,  and  signing  a  certificate,  "  no  recusants ;  communicants, 
400 ;  value,  £10  6*.  8d. ;  patron,  Mr.  Richard  Hale."  In  1622 
Esdnw  Marshall  signs  as  "  curate,"  and  so  on  for  four  years. 
He  was  at  Rushden  in  1646.  On  November  8th,  1626,  Richard 
Pooley,  M.A.,  was  instituted  upon  the  death  of  Andrews,  and 
signs  regularly  as  vicar  down  to  1641.  He  was  also  vicar  of 
Easendon,  and  went  to  Bayford  February  2nd,  1641-2.  On 
February  Kith  of  that  year  Simon  Smeath  was  instituted  per 
cess.  Rd.  Pooley.1     Smeath  removed  to  Walkern  in  1649.     He 

1  Acta  of  the  Archd.  of  Huntingdon,  at  Hitchin. 

40 
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was  followed  by  Thomas  Marshall,  whom  Walker  names 
among  his  sequestered  clergy  as  deprived  of  Finchingfield, 
Essex,  in  1642.  But  Stephen  Marshall,  the  well-known 
member  of  the  Assembly  of  Divines,  was  at  Finchingfield  till 
his  death  in  1653.  Walker  says  that  Th.  Marshall  "  retired  to 
the  small  vicarage  of  Weston  (hut  whether  he  enjoyed  the 
profits  of  it  or  not,  I  am  not  informed)  where  he  continued  to 
read  the  Common  Prayer  and  preach  till  his  death."1  The 
Commissioners  of  1650  report  in  that  year  (Robert  Rumball  of 
Weston  being  on  the  jury)  that  "  this  vicarage  is  worth  £40, 
and  Mr.  Marshall  is  the  incumbent."3  He  remained  here  till 
after  the  Restoration,  and  died  in  1662,  before  the  Bartholomew 
Act  came  into  force.  On  his  death  Edmund  Hinde  was  ap- 
pointed, 22nd  July,  1662.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  rectors, 
1576—1662:— 

1676.  John  Beesbrowne.  1626.  Richard  Pooley,  MA. 

1611.  Robert  Thymble.  1642.  Simon  Smeath. 

1614.  William  Andrews,  M.A.  1649.  Thomas  Marshall 

1622.  Bfldras  Marshall,  curate.  1662.  Edmund  Hinde. 

The  following  are  registrations  of  places  for  religious  worship 
for  Protestant  Dissenters  under  the  Toleration  Act : — 

1.  "  These  are  to  oeridfie  that  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters 
doe  intend  to  meet  for  religious  worship  in  the  house  of  John  Farrow,  in 
the  parish  of  Weston.  March  8th,  1696.  John  Farrow,  John  Gooth- 
ridge,  Robt.  Pates.    Reg.  10th  March,  1696." 

2.  "  These  are  to  certifie  that  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters 
doe  intend  to  meet  for  religious  worship  at  the  house  of  John  Nokes,  in 
Weston.  July  7th,  1714.  J.  Nokes,  Wm.  Hyde,  Geo.  Everett,  Mat*. 
Lambs.     Reg.  9th  July,  1714." 

3.  "  These  are  to  certify  that  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters, 
commonly  called  Quakers,  do  intend  to  meet  for  religious  worship  at  the 
house  of  Richard  Wells,  in  the  parish  of  Weston.  4th  April,  1723. 
Joseph  Thompson,  Joseph  Ransom,. Saml.  Richardson,  Thos.  James,  Edw. 
Stillman,  John  Bodaly.    Reg.  eod.  die." 

4.  "  We  .  .  .  desire  that  a  barn  in  the  parish  of  Weston,  now  in  the 
occupation  of  Joseph  Hall,  may  be  registered  as  a  place  of  religious 
worship  for  Protestant  Dissenters.  31st  May,  1785.  John  Geard,  Elisha 
Farr,  Daniel  Titmass.    Reg.  June  4th,  1785." 

5.  "We  .  .  .  desire  that  a  dwelling-house  and  barn  in  the  parish  of 
Weston,  now  in  the  occupation  of  Matthew  Lambus,  be  registered  as 
a  place  of  public  worship  for  Protestant  Dissenters.    2nd  December, 

i  Walker,  ii.  807.  *  Lambeth  MSS.,  Survq,  voL  x. 
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1788.     John  Geard,  DanL  Field,  Elisha  Farr.     Beg.  2nd  December, 
1788.    W.W.,  £>..#." 

6.  "  We  . . .  desire  that  a  dwelling-place  in  the  parish  of  Weston,  now 
in  the  occupation  of  Thos.  Haward,  may  be  registered  as  a  place  of 
religions  worship  for  Protestant  Dissenters.  April  17th,  1799.  Bobt. 
Nodding,  Joseph  Cooper,  Jas.  Bardell.    Beg.  22nd  April,  1799." 

7.  "We  .  .  .  desire  that  a  chapel,  in  the  parish  of  Weston,  may  be 
registered  as  a  place  of  religions  worship  for  Protestant  Dissenters. 
28th  September,  1802.  Joseph  Green,  James  Judd  of  Baldock,  Elisha 
Farr,  Wm.  Fray.    Beg.  October  5th,  1802." 

8.  "  The  house  of  Wm.  Draper,  Weston,  for  Christians.  February  11th, 
1835.    Wm.  Draper." 

WILLIAN. 
Acres,  1,854;  pop.,  300;  value,  £C00. 

In  1576  John  Philipps  was  rector,  described  as  ad  con* 
cionandum  kahilis.  John  Chapman,  S.T,B.,  came  in  1605, 
Fellow  of  Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  who  was  here  till  his 
death,  December  27th,  1624.  He  reports  in  1617,  "There  is 
none  in  the  parish  of  Wilyen  that  be  of  requisite  age,  that 
have  not  received  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  at 
Easter  last.  John  Chapman,  vicar;  Ralph  Same,  Th.  Faye, 
church wardens.,,     The  inscription  on  Chapman's  tomb  says : — 

"  He  adorned  his  age  with  comely  gravity, 
Supported  friends  with  true  fidelity  ; 
In  peace,  and  truth,  and  love,  detesting  pride, 
.He  was  a  monument  before  he  died." 

"  Matthew  Thorley,  rector,**  signs  the  transcript  register  in 
1625,  and  was  here  till  his  death  in  December  1634,1  in  which 
year  Jacob  Twistleton  signs  as  curate.  Richard  Way  was 
appointed  December  24th,  1634,  and  in  1637-9  he  signs  as 
"vicar,"  side  by  side  with  Jacob  Twistleton  as  "curate." 
Walker  says  of  Way,  "He  continued  under  sequestration 
sixteen  years,  and  so  must  have  been  turned  out  about  1644. 
He  lived  to  be  restored,  and  died  in  1673."2    The  following 

»  1684.  Mr.  Matthew  Thorley,  minister  Thorley,  vicar."    "1635.  Rose,  daughter 

of  the  said  parish,  was  buried  December  of   Jacob  Twisleton   and   Susanna  his 

23rd.     In  1638  we  find  the  following :—  wife,    baptized    November    27th.     Mr. 

M  Mrs.  Ann  Chapman,  the  wife  of  Mr.  Edward  Meredith  and  Mrs.  Judith  Wi  • 

John  Chapman,  Bachelor  of  Divinity,  son     marri -d     February     2tfth,     1686. 

and  sometime  rector  of  this  place,  was  Bichard  Way  and  Alice  Northrope  m:  r- 

baried    June    1st,    1633.     Mr.    Randall  ried  May  26th,  1636.   Jacob  Twistleton." 

Ttiorley,  citixen  and  merchant  of  Lon-  See  the  Transcript  Register*  at  Hitchin. 

don,  died  at  London,  brought  hither  and  *  Sufferings  vj  the  Clergy,  ii.  899. 
buried    August   5th,    1638.      Matthew 
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minutes  of  the  Committee  for  Plundered  Ministers  indicate  the 
proceedings  against  him : — 

14  February  27th,  1644.  Ordered  that  the  Corn"*  of  Pari*,  sitting  at 
Hertford  be  desired  to  receive  the  articles  that  shall  be  exhibited  against 
Richard  Waye,  vicar  of  Willian,  in  the  said  county,  and  to  examine  the 
witnesses  that  shall  be  produced  for  proof  of  the  said  articles,  and  to  take 
the  said  Richard  Waye,  his  defence  thereunto  calling  before  them  and 
examining  the  witnesses  that  shall  be  produced  on  both  sides  in  the 
premises,  and  to  certify  the  same  to  this  Com*0." 

"  March  20th,  1644.  It  is  ordered  that  Richard  Waye,  vicar  of  Willian, 
do  make  his  personal  appearance  before  this  Com*6  on  the  3rd  day  of 
April  next  at  one  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon  in  the  Exchequer  at 
Westminster,  to  make  his  defence  to  the  matters  depending  against  him 
before  this  Com**.     Whereof  he  is  not  to  fail  at  his  peril."1 

"  April  3rd,  1645.  It  is  ordered  that  the  vicarage  of  Willian,  in  the 
county  of  Hertford,  shall  stand  and  be  sequestered  from  Richard  Waye, 
vicar  thereof,  forfending  all  misdemeanours  proved  against  him,  to  the 
use  of  some  godly  and  orthodox  divine,  unless  the  said  Mr.  Way  shall 
show  good  cause  to  the  contrary  by  this  day  fortnight." 

"April  10th,  1645.  Ordered  Isaac  Bedford  to  the  Assembly  to  be 
examined  for  the  vicarage  of  Willian,  com.  Hertford." 

"  This  Committee  have  taken  into  their  consideration  the  cause  shown 
why  the  vicarage  of  Willian,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  should  not  be 
sequestered  according  to  the  order  of  this  Com^xrf  April  3rd  last,  and 
do  see  no  cause  to  vary  from  their  former  resolution,  and  do  therefore 
adhere  to  their  former  vote  of  sequestration  of  the  said  vicarage. 
Ordered  that  the  said  sequestration  shall  be  to  the  use  of  Isaac  Bedford, 
minister  of  the  Word,  and  that  he  be  commended  to  the  Assembly  ut 
supraJ1  "  April  29th,  1645.  Whereas  this  Com1*  have  sequestered  the 
vicarage  of  Willian,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  from  Mr.  Way  to  the  use  of 
Isaac  Bedford,  Master  of  Arts,  and  this  Com4**  are  since  informed  that  the 
parsonage-house  and  profits  belonging  to  it  hath  been  from  time  to  time 
enjoyed  by  the  vicars  of  the  said  church  for  the  time  being,  this  Com"* 
do  hereby  order  that  the  said  parsonage-house  and  profits  thereto  belong- 
ing, and  all  other  profits  and  commodities  formerly  enjoyed  by  the  vicar 
of  the  said  church  for  the  time  being,  shall  stand  and  be  sequestered  to 
the  use  and  behoof  of  the  said  Isaack,  which  all  person  and  persons  are 
required  to  permit  him  quietly  to  have  and  enjoy  accordingly." 

Isaac  Bedford  was  son  (says  Calamy)  "of  an  excellent 
father,  Mr.  Isaac  Bedford,  who  was  first  schoolmaster  of 
Sutton,  in  Bedfordshire,  and  then  minister  of  Clifton,  a  place 
four  miles  from  it,  many  years."  His  son  James  (brother  of 
Isaac)  was  ejected  minister  of  Bluntsham,  in  Huntingdonshire. 

i  Add.  MSS.,  15,669,  fols.  40, 122. 
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Isaac  Bedford's  name  occurs  among  the  signatures  of  Hertford- 
shire ministers  to  the  petition  to  the  Lords  for  the  setting  up 
of  the  directory  in  1646.  He  also  is  named  as  one  of  the 
lecturers  for  Hitchin.  The  Commissioners  of  1650  report  that 
this  parsonage  is  worth  £160  a  year,  and  that  Mr.  Isaac 
Bedford  is  minister.  He  was  appointed  one  of  the  Triers  for 
the  county  in  1654.  After  his  ejectment  in  1660,  he  retired 
to  his  native  place,  Clifton,  and  lived  upon  a  small  farm  of  his 
own.  He  took  scholars  to  board,  and  had  a  Conformist  to  teach 
them.  Once,  when  preaching  for  Dr.  Manton,  Mr.  Bedford  was 
accidentally  apprehended  in  his  stead,  and  though  he  had  taken 
the  oath  in  the  Five  Mile  Act,  he  was  fined  £20,  and  the  place 
£40,  which  was  paid  by  the  hearers.  He  died  about  1667.1 
Richard  Way  was  restored  in  1660,  and  Bedford  ejected.  The 
following  is  a  list  of  the  vicars,  1576 — 1662: — 

1576.  John  Philippe.  1637.  Jacob  Twistleton,  curate. 

1605.  John  Chapman,  S.T.8.  1645.  Isaac  Bedford,  M.A. 

1624.  Matthew  Thorley.  1660.  Richard  Way  restored. 
1634.  Richard  Way. 

The  following  occurs  among  the  registrations  of  places  for 
religious  worship  in  the  Archdeacon's  court  under  the  Tolera- 
tion Act: — 

"  This  is  to  certifie  that  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters  design 
to  meet  for  religious  worship  at  a  dwelling-house  adjoining  to  Poundleme, 
in  Willian,  belonging  to  Mr.  Francis  Tresham,  and  inhabited  by  Mr.  John 
Needham.  January  10th,  1714-5.  J.  Needham,  Nicholas  King,  Joseph 
Wilsher,  Thos.  Tickle.     Reg.  12th  January,  1714." 

WYMONDLEY  MAGNA. 
Acres,  1,120  ;  pop.,  270  j  value  £830. 

In  1575  Nicholas  Craven,  B.A.,  was  vicar.  In  1598 
"  Isaac,  son  of  Nicholas  Craven,  minister,  et  uxoris  ejus,  was 
baptized  25th  November."  In  1600  Thomas  Reid,  vicar,  signs, 
and  still  in  1610  as  "minister."  At  this  date  we  have  the 
following  inventory  of  church  goods : — 

44  Wymondley  Magna,  October  24th,  1610.  A  true  inventory  of  all  the 
church  goods  belonging  to  the  parish  of  Much  Wymondley.  Imprimis 
the  Bible  of  the  largest  volume,  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  Erasmus1 
Paraphrase  on  the  Evangelists,  Jewell's  Apology  for  the  Church  of 

1  Neal's  Puritan*,  iv.  427 ;  Calamy,  Account,  867 ;  Palmer's  None,  Mem,,  ii.  815. 
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England,  the  Ecclesiastical  constitutions,  the  book  of  Articles,  the  book 
for  thanksgiving  November  5th,  four  bells  in  the  steeple,  a  chest  with 
three  locks,  a  comely  Burplesse,  a  Communion  table,  two  table-cloths,  one 
of  holland,  the  other  of  blue  buckram,  a  silver  chalice  with  a  cover,  a  stoop 
of  pewter,  a  paper  book  for  the  town  accounts,  a  parchment  register 
book."» 

Cuthbert  Dale  appears  as  vicar  in  1614,  with  John  Field  and 
John  Slow  as  churchwardens ;  and  again  in  1626,  with  Richd. 
Priest  and  John  Welch  as  churchwardens.  Charles  Harrison, 
the  next  vicar,  was  here  from  1630  to  1646.  In  1633  John 
Blanshott,  of  Wymondley  Magna,  was  presented,  because  on 
Sunday  afternoon  his  brother  set  the  mill  a-going,  he  being 
away;  that  he  came  back  and  caused  it  to  be  stayed. 
Harrison  was  succeeded  by  Robert  Bridges  ;  appointed  July 
9th,  1646.*  The  Commissioners  to  inquire  touching  Church 
Livings  (John  Underwood  being  juror  for  Wymondley)  report 
that  there  were  "  none  to  tend  the  cure  for  six  months  past. 
In  1653  John  Lawrence  signs  as  ''register  for  Wymondley." 
In  the  Acta  it  is  stated  that  this  living  was  sequestered  in 
1661-2,  but  who  was  then  minister  is  not  told.  James  Weston 
came  in  1663  as  Conformist,  and  he  presented  "  Edward  Burr, 
sen.,  for  not  receiving  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper 
once  a  year,  and  for  not  coming  to  his  parish  church  duly  as 
he  ought  to  do."  Also  "Edward  Burr,  jun.,  and  his  wife  for 
the  like ;  Thomas  Sheppard,  John  Underwood  and  his  wife, 
Edward  Freeman  and  his  wife,  Thomas  Day  and  his  wife, 
Thomas  Carter  and  his  wife,  John  Maynard,  Robert  Webbe, — 
all  for  the  like  " ;  a  goodly  number  of  Nonconformists  in  the 
small  population.  In  1663  "Winifred  Deares,  widow,  was 
presented  for  not  paying  her  rate."  • 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  vicars,  1576—1662  :— 

1576.  Nicholas  Craven.  1630.  Charles  Harmon. 

1600.  Thomas  Read.  1646.  Robert  Bridges. 

1614.  Cuthbert  Dale.  1663.  James  Weaton. 

i  See  the  Acta  of  the  Archd.  of  Hunt.  *  "  1633,  April  10th.  Charles,  son  of 
We  find  in  the  register  Matthew,  son  of  Charles  Harrison,  baptized.  1637. 
Matthew  Foster,  baptized  January  26th.  Arthur,  April  23rd.  1633.  Jane,  May 
1610.  Edward  Pulter,  armiger,  buried  12th.  1640.  Elizabeth,  September  6th. 
at  Hitchin  10th  August,  1572.  1621.  1643.  John,  August  13th.  1647,  Decem- 
Cuthbert,  son  of  Cuthbert  Dale,  baptized  ber  9th.  Richard,  son  of  Robert  Bridges 
October  11th.  1623.  Andrew,  son  of  and  Mary  his  wife,  baptized. 
Cuthbert  Dale,  baptized  January  6th;  9  Acta  of  the  Archdeaconry  of  Hunting- 
buried  October  23rd,  1024.  Theodore,  son  don,  at  Hitchin. 
of  C.  Dale,  baptized  October  4th,  1625. 
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The  following  are  registrations  of  places  certified  for  religious 
worship  for  Protestant  Dissenters  under  the  Toleration  Act:— 

1.  "We  .  .  .  desire  that  a  dwelling-house  in  the  parish  of  Much 
Wymondley,  now  in  the  occupation  of  Thomas  Samm,  may  be  registered 
a  place  of  religious  worship  for  Protestant  Dissenters.  14th  June,  1776. 
John  Geard,  Jo/.  Button.    Beg.  15th  June,  1776." 

2.  "  That  a  dwelling-house  in  the  parish  of  Much  Wymondley,  now  in 
the  occupation  of  Win.  Hews,  jun.,  may  be  registered.  John  Geard,  Jos. 
Button,  Samuel  James.    18th  April,  1777. 

&  "We  .  .  .  certify  that  a  dwelling-house  belonging  to  Mrs.  Ann 
Adams,  situate  in  Great  Wymondley,  is  intended  to  be  used  for  religious 
worship  by  virtue  of  an  Act  for  exempting,  etc.  Ann  Adams,  Saml. 
Hewes.    Beg.  6th  October,  1807." 

4.  "  The  building  of  John  James,  at  Great  Wymondley,  certified  for 
Protestant  Dissenters,  December  31st,  1814.    John  James,  W.  Parry." 


WYMONDLEY  PARVA. 
Acres,  790  ;  pop.,  401 ;  value,  £80. 

Here  was  once  a  priory,  dissolved  in  1535  by  Henry  VIIL, 
who  gave  the  lands  to  James  Needham,  "  of  the  ancient  family 
of  the  Needhams,  in  Derbyshire,  who  came  into  this  county  of 
Hertford  in  the  year  1536."  In  1576  nvMus  curatus.  In 
1610  "  Oliver  Simson,  minister,"  with  Robt.  and  John  Thrustle, 
churchwardens,  signs  the  transcript.  In  "  1614  communicants, 
76 ;  no  recusants.  Rectory  impropriate  with  Geo.  Head- 
ham,  Esq.  The  minister  a  stipendiary.  Bern.  Jones,  M.A." 
In  1616  "John  Marshall,  minister/'  signs,  with  John 
Underwood  and  Edw.  Ives,  churchwardens.  In  1617,  "  These 
are  to  certifie  you  that  there  be  neither  recusants  nor  any 
which  have  not  received  at  the  times  appointed  according  to 
the  canons  within  the  parish  of  Wymondley  Parva.  John 
Underwood,  Edw.  Eves,  churchwardens."  John  Marshall, 
"minister,"  signs  down  to  1626.1  In  1629  Richard  Smith 
signs  as  "  curate  de  Wymondley  Parva,"  and  again  in  1634, 
and  down  to  1640.*  In  1640  Charles  Harrison  (see  Wymondley 

1  "1626.    Buried    George   Needham,  wife.    1688,  April  19th.  Married  Francis 

Esq.,  June  27th.    John  Marshall,  minis-  Wilford,  vicar  of  Hippelits,  and  Ann 

ter.     1629.    Mistress   Margaret    Need-  Langhorne    with   licence    out   of    the 

ham,  daughter  to  the  Bight  Worshipful  Court   of   Faculties.      Richard  Smyth, 

Mr.   Eustace   Needham,    was    baptized  curate,  Robt.  Thrustle  and  Robt.  Hud- 

21st  May."  son,  churchwardens.    1638,  11th  March. 

*  "  1686.    Baptized   Richard,  son   of  Baptized   George,   son  of  Wm.  Lang- 

Wm.  Langhorne,  gent.,  and  Lettice  his  home,  gent.,  and  Lettice  his  wife.19 
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Magna)  signs  as  curate  here;  and  "John  Wood,  curate/9  in 
1642.  The  Commissioners  to  inquire  touching  Church  Livings 
in  1650  report  that  Eustace  Needham  maintains  a  preaching 
minister  here,  whether  voluntarily  or  by  ...  is  not  known.* l 
Who  the  Commonwealth  minister  was  we  have  not  discovered, 
but  there  is  an  order  in  1662,  "the  curate  here  to  have  a 
licence  to  preach/1  In  1664  the  guardians  present  "Edward 
Woodward,  of  Wymlee  Parva,  for  a  constant  absenter  from 
his  parish  church."  In  1669  "George  Needham,  Esq.,  of 
Wymondley  Priory,  was  buried  in  the  chauncell  July  3rd. 
Robert  Chambers  and  Edw.  Chalkley,  churchwardens."  In 
1690  "Nicholas  Sampson,  curate,"  signs  the  transcript,  and  in 
1695  "  Francis  Bourne,  curate/'  2 
The  following  is  a  list  of  the  ministers,  1610 — 1695  : — 

1610.  Oliver  Simson.  1640.  Charles  Harrison,  curate. 

1614.  Bernard  Jones,  M.A.  1642.  John  Wood,  curate. 

1616.  John  Marshall.  1690.  Nicholas  Sampson,  curate. 

1629.  Richard  Smith,  curate.  1695.  Francis  Bourne,  curate. 

The  following  are  certain  registrations  of  places  for  religious 
worship  under  the  Toleration  Act : — 

1.  "  These  are  to  certifie  that  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters 
do  intend  to  meet  for  religious  worship  at  the  house  of  Rhoda  Carter, 
widow,  situate  in  the  parish  of  Little  Wymondley,  and  we  do  desire  that 
the  said  hou?e  may  be  registered  pursuant,  etc.  July  8th,  1761.  Jnc. 
Stevens,  Jno.  Clarkson." 

2.  "  October  8th,  1799.  We  do  hereby  certify  that  a  certain  building 
situate  in  the  parish  of  Little  Wymondley,  now  in  the  occupation  of  the 
undersigned  Wm.  Parry,  is  intended  to  be  used  for  religious  worship,  etc. 
Wm.  Parry,  Wm.  Williams.    Reg.  12th  October,  1799.    W.  W." 

Academy  at  Little  Wymondley. — The  Academy  of  Dr. 
Doddridge  at  Northampton  for  training  young  men  for  the 
Nonconformist  ministry  originated  in  the  munificence  of  Wm. 
Coward,  an  opulent  merchant  of  London  (ob.  1738).  Upon  the 
death  of  Doddridge  in  1751,  the  Academy  was  removed  to 
Daventry  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Caleb  Ashworth,  who  died  in 
1775.  Thomas  Robins  was  the  next  tutor,  who  resigned  in 
1781.    Thomas  Belsham  followed,  and  owing  to  a  change  of 

i  Lambeth    MSS.,    Survey,    No.  10;  *  Acta,  Archd.  of  Hunt.    Little  Wy- 

Lansdowne  MSS.,  459.  mondley  transcript  registers  at  Hitcliw. 
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views,  resigned  in  1789.  The  Academy  was  then  brought  back 
to  Northampton  under  the  tutorship  of  John  Horsey,  and  there 
dissolved.  In  1799  it  was  revived,  and  Wm.  Parry,1  of  Little 
Baddow,  Essex,  was  chosen  tutor.  A  building  was  purchased 
for  the  Academy  at  Wymondley,  and  F.  H.  Burder,  M. A,  was 
for  a  short  time  assistant  tutor  with  Mr.  Parry,  who  was  here 
for  twenty  years  till  his  death,  1819.  He  was  followed  by 
J.  Atkinson,  of  Epsom,  who  died  in  1821 ;  Thomas  Morell  and 
William  Hall  next  were  joint  tutors,  and  the  Academy  was  in 
1832  removed  from  Wymondley  to  Byng  Place,  Torrington 
Square,  London,  with  the  designation  Coward  College,  and 
was,  with  two  similar  seminaries  (Homerton  and  Highbury), 
absorbed  in  New  College,  Ham p stead,  in  1850. 


1  Williax  Parry  was  born  at  Aber- 
gavenny in  1764,  brought  to  London  in 
1771,  became  a  student  at  Homerton  for 
six  years  under  the  patronage  of  the 
King's  Head  Society,  was  ordained  pastor 
of  the  church  at  Little  Baddow  in  1780, 
and  married  Rachel,  daughter  of  Edw. 
Hickman  of  Hitchin.  He  founded  "  the 
Bknkvolekt  Society,  for  the  relief  of 
necessitous  widows  and  children  of  Pro- 
testant Dissenting  ministers,  and  also  of 
such  ministers  as  through  age  or  infirmi- 
ties may  be  incapacitated  for  public 
service,  in  the  counties  of  Essex  and 
Hertford,"  at  Bishop's  Stortford,  Oct. 
26th,  1789, — a  society  which  has  been 
eminently  useful.  In  1790  he  published 
Three  Letters  to  the  Earl  of  Aglesford, 
followed  by  Thought  on  tuck  Penal  Sta- 
tutes as  affect  the  Protestant  Dissenters. 
During  his  pastorate  Parry  kept  a  school ; 
he  was  a  man  of  great  industry  and  deep 
piety.  In  1794  many  of  his  most  valued 
friends  at  Baddow  emigrated  with  their 
families  to  America.  In  1792  he  had  pub- 


lished a  Vindication  of  Public  and^  Social 
Worship,  and  in  1797  An  Inquiry  into  the 
Nature  and  Extent  of  the  Inspiration  of  the 
Apostles  and  other  Writers  of  the  New  Tes- 
tament. He  became  tutor  at  Wymondley 
Academy  in  1799,  and  during  the  twenty 
years  of  his  labour  there  about  seventy 
persons  received  their  education  for  the 
ministry,  many  of  them,  while  students, 
acting  as  evangelistB  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, and  becoming  men  of  distinguished 
usefulness.  In  1808  Parry  published 
Strictures  on  the  Origin  of  Moral  Evil, 
with  an  Advertisement  dated  "  Wymondley 
House,  Herts,  Jan.  1st,  1808."  He  died 
Jan.  8th,  1819,  after  a  protracted  illness; 
and  his  funeral  sermon  was  preached  in 
John  Geard's  chapel  at  Hitchin,  Jan. 
21st,  1819,  by  William  Chaplin  of  Bishop's 
Stortford,  and  afterwards  published.  See 
Essex  Congregational  Remembrancer y  vols, 
iii.  and  iv.,  Congregational Magazine,l8U). 
A  full  account  of  Wymondley  Academy 
may  be  found  in  the  Congregational 
Magazine,  1834. 


JORDAH'S  BURIAL  GROUND   (BUCK8),  WITH  WILLIAM  FINN'S  GRAVE. 


V.— HUNDRED  OP  HITCHIN. 

THIS  is  the  smallest  of  the  eight  Hertfordshire  hundreds, 
and  consists  of  eight  parishes, — Hitchin,  Ickleford,  Ippo- 
lits,  Kimpton,  Lilley,  Offley,  Pirton,  King's  Walden, — all  for- 
merly in  the  Archdeaconry  of  Huntingdon  and  diocese  of 
Lincoln.  The  records  of  this  Archdeaconry,  which  included 
the  greater  part  of  Hertfordshire,  are  still  at  Hitchin,  in  the 
care  of  Messrs.  Hawkins  and  Lindsell,  who  have  given  me 
every  facility  to  examine  them.  The  Acta  are  very  imperfect, 
and  many  of  the  papers  in  a  dilapidated  condition.  The 
testamentary  Acta  are  in  the  Probate  Department  at  Somerset 
House. 


HITCHIN. 
Acres,  6,457  ;  pop.,  9,070 ;  value,  £650. 


Richard  Chambers,  M.A,  whose  name  is  given  as  vicar  of 
Hitchin  in  1576,  is  described  as  condonator — t.e.,  preacher — 
and  non  subscript — i.e.}  as  not  having  subscribed  the  three 
Articles — and  he  is  placed  at  the  head  of  the  list  of  clergy  in 
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the  county,  side  by  side  with  J.  Potkins  of  Lilley,  and  Thos. 
Wilcocksof  Bovingdon,  the  three  being  described  as  recusantes 
infra  Archd.  Hunt}  This  Richard  Chambers  was  the  son  of 
Richard  Chambers  frequently  mentioned  by  Strype  as  a  zealous 
Protestant,  who  gave  Jewell  money  to  buy  books  with,  was  one 
of  the  exiles  at  Frankfort,  accompanied  Qrindal  to  Frankfort* 
and  whose  death  is  mentioned  in  a  letter  of  Bishop  Jewell* 
dated  1 566.*  Richard,  the  son,  non-subscribing  vicar  of  Hitchin, 
was  one  of  the  students  at  Cambridge  who  attended  Thos. 
Cartwright's  lectures,  and  who  in  1570  drew  up  and  signed  a 
testimonial  in  his  favour,  testifying  to  Cartwright's  caution  and 
moderation  in  treating  of  contested  subjects,  the  ministry  and 
the  apparel.  The  testimonial  is  given  in  full  by  Strype,  and 
the  name  of  Richard  Chambers  occurs  among  the  signatures.8 
He  seems  to  have  been  succeeded  by  Alured  Birtbie  in  1592/ 
who  was  followed*  (9th  March,  1604)  by  John  Huddleston,  who 
signs  the  transcripts  as  "  minister"  in  1615.  In  1614  he  signs 
a  return,  "No  recusants;  communicants,  about  a  thousand; 
patron,  Trin.  Coll.,  Gamb."  He  died  in  1621,6  and  was  followed 
by  Stephan  Peirce,  who  was  here  fifteen  years,  till  his  death 
in  1636.  He  had  the  degree  of  S.T.P.6  It  is  recorded  that  at 
the  Archdeacon's  Court  at  "Hitchin,  May  24th,  1632,  Richard 
Hodges  said, '  This  court  is  called  a  spiritual  court,  but  it  is  a 
court  of  no  conscience.' "  Again :  "April  29th,  1635,  at  Hitchin, 
the  Judge  caused  John  Peters  to  be  called  in  open  court,  and 
he  not  appearing,  the  Judge,  for  divers  reasons  him  specially 
moving,  did  suspend  the  said  Peters  from  his  office  of  apparitor, 
and  decreed  that  he  should  not  be  hereafter  restored  to  it 
again."  On  May  11th,  1635,  Thomas  Parsons  of  Hitchin  was 
fined  "for  not  paying  18d.  to  the  repair  of  the  church."  On 
June  25th,  1636,  Wm.  Lindall,  M.A.,  was  appointed  vicar 
"on  the  death  of  Stephan  Peirce,  S.T.P.,"  and   on  October 

1  Lambeth  MSS.,900.    The  document  was  buried  February  22nd."—  Transcript 

is  headed,  Status  Totius  Cleri  Archidia-  Registers  at  Hitchin. 

conat.  Bunt.  •  "  1624.    Stephan,    son    of   Stephan 

•  Strype,  Memorials,  III.,  L  225,  281,  Peirce,  vie.  Hitchin,  baptized  May  20th. 
404;  Grindal,  14;  Annals,  L,  ii.  544.  1626,  April  5th.  Baptized  Lettice,  daugh- 
**  Solus  Richardus  Chambtrus  obiit  diem  ter  of  Stephan  Peirce,  vicar."  We  also 
suum.    Bed  pis  t»  Domino,"  says  Jewell.  note  the  following  :  "  1626-7,  January 

Strype's  Annals,  II.,  i.  2.  5th.    Baptized  Lettice,  daughter  of  Mr. 

4  Cole's  M3S.,  Add.  MSB.,  5,829,  fol.  John  Harmer,  clericus.    1634-5,  January 

194*.  14th.    Baptized   Edward,    son    of   Mr. 

*  ••  1620-1.  Mr.  John  Huddleston,  vicar,  Harrison,  clerk. 
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31st  of  the  same  year  u  Wm.  Lindall,  Dr.  of  Div.,  and  Mts. 
Elizabeth  Peirce,  widdow,  were  married  at  Minsden  ChapeL"1 
He  signs  the  transcripts  as  vicar  of  Hitchin  in  1638 — 1641, 
and  continued  here  till  1643. 

During  the  Commonwealth  several  Puritan  and  Noncon- 
forming ministers  were  at  Hitchin,  either  as  lecturers  or  as 
ministers  of  the  parish  church.  In  the  Journals  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  under  date  19th  July,  1642,  we  find  the  follow- 
ing:— 

"  Upon  the  reading  of  the  humble  petition  of  divers  freeholders  and 
chief  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  pariah  of  Hitchin,  in  the  county  of  Hert- 
ford, it  is  this  day  ordered  that  Dr.  Lindall  (William  Lindall,  minister  of 
Hitchin),  Dr.  Chester  (Robert  Chester  of  Stevenage),  Mr.  Palmer  (Herbert 
Palmer  of  Ashwell),  Mr.  Botheram  (T.  A.  Botheram  of  Ickleford),  Mr. 
Denne  (Henry  Denne  of  Pirton),  Mr.  Symmes  (Edward  Symmes  of 
Bumsted,  Essex),  Mr.  Aspin  (Thos.  Aspin  of  Offley),  Mr.  King  (Benjamin 
King  of  Flamstead),  Mr.  Eeles  (Nathaniel  Eeles  of  Harpenden),  Mr. 
Sedgwicke  (N.  Sedgwicke  of  Ely),  Mr.  Cummin  (Francis  Comyng  of 
Albury),  Mr.  Tomlyn  (Samuel  Tomlins  of  Northaw),  Mr.  Trayherne 
(William  Strayherne  of  Stapleford),  Mr.  Young  (John  Young  of  Kimpton), 
Mr.  Bedford  (Isaac  Bedford  of  WiUian),  orthodox  divines,  shall  be  recom- 
mended to  be  lecturers,  to  preach  in  the  parish  church  of  Hitchin  every 
Tuesday,  being  market-day,  by  their  turns,  and  the  parson  or  vicar  of  the 
said  parish  is  hereby  required  to  permit  the  said  ministers  to  preach  in 
the  said  parish  church  every  Tuesday  without  molestation  or  interruption."1 

Lindall  resigned  in  1643,  for  we  have  in  the  Acta  the  name 
of  "  John  Wilmer  on  the  resignation  of  William  Lindall/'  and  he 
signs  the  parish  register  in  1644.  Wilmer  was  soon  followed  by 
Benjamin  King,  who,  according  to  the  parish  register,  had  a 
daughter,  Susan,  baptized  here  in  July  1644,  and  a  son,  William, 
in  October  1646.  He  came  to  Hitchin  from  Flamstead,  and  after- 
wards removed  to  Oakham,  in  Rutland,  where  he  was  ejected  by 
the  Act  of  Uniformity.8  King  was  followed  in  1648  by  Thomas 
Kidner.4  The  Commissioners  to  inquire  touching  Church 
Livings  in  1650  reported  that  the  cure  is  served  by  Mr.  Thomas 
Kidner,  and  that  the  tithes  amount  to  £40  per  annum.  They 
also  reported  that  Minsden  Chapel,  then  in  great  decay,  belonged 

»  Transcript  Register  of  Minsden  in  the  *  "  1680.  Married  Thomas  Kidner,  de- 
parish  of  Hitchin.  ricus,  and  Grace  Young,  widow,  August 

*  Journals  of  the  House  of  Commons,  24th,   by  me,  Btephan  Peirce."— 7Va»- 

iL  681.  script  Registers  of  Minsden  ChapeL 

3  See  Flamstead,  p.  402. 
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to  Hitchin,  and  that  it  was  "  destitute  of  a  preaching  minister 
for  divers  years  past."  Thomas  Kidner  was  M.A.  of  Magdalen 
College,  Oxford,  and  is  described  on  his  tomb  as  "  a  burning 
and  a  shining  light"  He  was  ejected  in  1661  to  make  way 
for  Thos.  Johnson,  whose  name  appears  in  the  registers 
before  1662.  Kidner  seems  to  have  lived  at  Hitchin  until 
his  death,  August  31st,  1676,  was  buried  here,  and  left  grants 
of  land,  value  £24  per  annum,  to  the  Hitchin  Free  School.1 
During  his  ministry  there  was  at  Hitchin  a  distinguished 
schoolmaster,  Joseph  Kemp,  who  died  August  3rd,  1654,  highly 
esteemed.  He  left  a  considerable  legacy  to  the  school,  like 
Thomas  Kidner  after  him.  Another  benefactor  worthy  to  be 
named  is  Edward  Radcliffe,  who  married  "  that  excellent 
Puritan,  Anne,  daughter  of  Sir  R.  Chester."  Radcliffe  died  in 
1660,  bequeathing  "  £20  to  finish  a  free  schoolhouse,  and  £20 
to  buy  lands  for  the  revenue  thereof.' '  Thus  the  Hitchin  Free 
School  owes  its  rebuilding  (1640)  and  endowment  to  Puritans. 
William  Gibbe,  conformist,  was  appointed  vicar  on  July  11th, 
1665,  by  cession  of  Thomas  Johnson,  and  remained  till  1690.2 
The  following  is  a  list  of  the  vicars,  1576 — 1662 : — 

1576.  Richard  Chambers,  M.A.  1643.  John  Wilmer,  M.A. 

1592.  Alured  Birtbie.  *  1644.  Benjamin  King,  M.A. 

1604.  John  Huddleston.  1648.  Thomas  Kidner,  M.A. 

1621.  Stephan  Peirce,  S.T.P.  1661.  Thomas  Johnson,  Conformist. 
1636.  William  Lindall,  M.A. 

The  Society  of  Fbiends  early  suffered  in  this  parish.  In 
1657  Edw.  Brockett,  for  not  paying  tithes,  was  imprisoned  nine 
weeks;  and  George  Huckle,  for  refusing  to  pay  the  priest's 
demands  (1661)  for  Easter  offering  and  smoke-penny,  was 
prosecuted  in  the  Exchequer  and  committed  to  prison,  where 
he  continued  about  two  years.  The  "  priest"  was  Thos.  Kidner, 
who  (says  Besse)  "  had  prosecuted  him  out  of  mere  malice." 8 
On  the  19th  of  June,  1670, "  Justice  Ratcliff  came  to  the  Friends' 

1  He  is  described  on  bis  tomb  as  quon-  the  parish  of  Hitchin,  through  the  care- 
dam  hujut  ecclesice  vicar,  and  in  the  cata-  lessness  and  neglect  of  former  registers, 
logue  of  his  library  sold  in  London  as  is  wholly  lost  for  the  space  of  seventeen 
olim  rector  ecclesiat  de  Hitchin,  showing  years  and  upwards — i.e.,  from  1st  Feb- 
that  he  had  long  ceased  to  be  vicar.  ruary,  1648,  to  August  1st,  1665.  Wit- 
Chauncy,  ii.  170;  Cussans,  Hitchin,  67.  ness   our  hands,   8th  November,  1667, 

•  He  makes  the  following  statement :  Will.  Gibb,  vicar  of  Hitchin." 

"  These  are  to  certifie  all  persons  whom  8  Besse,  Sufferings  of  the  Quakers,  i. 

it  may  concern  that   the  registry  for  242 ;  but  he  gives  no  proof, 
christenings,  marriages,  and  burials  in 
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Meeting  at  Hitchin,  and  said,  'I  hope  you  will  not  deny 
that  this  is  a  religious  assembly/  repeating  the  same  words 
several  times.  One  present  answered, '  It  is  a  religious  meeting' ; 
he  replied,  *  That's  enough/  and  gave  his  warrant  to  distrain 
for  £20 ;  to  levy  which  the  officers  broke  open  the  doors  of 
Frances  Field,  widow,  and  took  away  goods  worth  £10,  which 
they  sold  for  40a  They  also  took,  for  part  of  the  same  fine, 
from  William  Turner  goods  to  the  value  of  £14  ;  and  on  the 
next  day  from  SamL  Crouch,  John  Barker,  John  Mansfield,  and 
Wm.  Marshall  goods  worth  £1  19a"  *  There  was  a  family 
named  Penn  in  the  parish  who  also  suffered,  and  the  wife  of 
Francis  Penne  was  fined  in  the  Archdeacon's  Court  The 
same  family  afterwards  took  a  leading  part  in  the  Society,  and 
the  house  of  Susan  Penn  of  Preston  was  in  1711  registered  as 
a  place  of  meeting  for  Quakers.  A  meeting-house  was  built 
in  an  alley  in  Cock  Street  in  1694,  and  the  Friends  still  hold 
a  firm  footing  in  the  town. 

The  Acta  contain  the  following : — 

"  On  October  12th,  1662,  Abraham  Wye,  John  Roberta,  Joseph  Smart, 
Edw.  Draper,  John  Turner,  Francis  De&rman,  Edw.  Brockett,  all  of 
Hitchin,  were  presented  for  not  causing  their  children  to  be  baptized/' 

41  October  30th,  1663.  Daniel  Hurst  for  not  paying  his  rate  to  the  church, 
being  £1  8s.  3d,  ;  George  Hurst  for  the  like,  £1  9*. ;  John  Roberts  for 
the  like,  10*.  3d.  ;  J.  Turner  for  the  like,  6*.  lOd. ;  Joseph  Smart  for  the 
like.  3*.  6<J.  ;  Edw.  Brockett,  £2  2«."  ;  all  fined  on  December  16th,  1663. 

"3rd  June,  1664,  Hitchin.  The  guardians  present  Edw.  Brockett, 
Daniel  Hurst,  Jeremy  Yong,  Edw.  Furney,  John  Roberts,  for  standing 
excommunicate.  They  likewise  present  the  parties  whose  names  are 
subscribed  for  not  coming  to  their  parish  church  to  hear  Divine  service  : 
Jeremy  Yong,  John  Hurst,  Daniel  Hurst,  Abraham  Wye,  Edw.  Brockett, 
John  Roberts,  John  Kimpton,  Tho.  Heaward,  Nathaniel  Gotheridge,  RichcL 
Sheffield,  Joseph  Smart,  Mrs.  Drage,  the  wife  of  William  Drage,  Thomas 
Chapman,  John  Evans,  Josias  Turner,  Thomas  Gotheridge,  Nathaniel 
Hobbs,  William  and  Elizabeth  Whittingham,  Joseph  Baker,  John  Thorn- 
ton, Gravely  Whittingstall,  Francis  Field,  Edward  Draper  the  turner, 
Leonard  Smyth,  Mrs.  Carter,  the  wife  of  Jeremy  Carter,  Robt.  Fryer, 
the  wife  of  Francis  Penne,  Thomas  Pelley.  They  likewise  present  the 
widow  Rowley  for  not  causing  her  husband  to  be  buried  in  Christian 
burial.  Widow  Whittingstall  for  the  like.  Edward  Draper,  the  turner, 
for  not  procuring  his  child  to  be  buried  in  Christian  buriaL  That  there 
is  a  free  school  given  by  Mr.  Mattocke  ;  the  revenue  about  £11  a  year ; 
Mr.  William  Patricke,  master. " 

1  Besse,  Sufferings  of  the  Quakers,  p.  249. 
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One  of  the  ejected  ministers  who  came  to  reside  in  Hitchin 
was  John  Hutchenson,  B.A.,  Fellow  of  Trinity  College,  Cam- 
bridge. He  was  born  in  London  April  15th,  1638,  had  his 
grammar  learning  partly  at  Merchant  Taylors'  School  and 
partly  at  Eton.  He  was  ejected  from  his  fellowship  soon 
after  the  Restoration.  "  Upon  his  ejectment  he  came  to  London 
and  visited  Mr.  Joseph  Hill,  and  assisted  him  in  correcting  . 
Schrevelius'  Lexicon.  He  afterwards  travelled  in  France  and 
Italy,  with  a  view  to  the  improvement  of  his  knowledge  in 
physic  and  anatomy.  On  his  return  he  was  invited  to  become 
a  Fellow  of  the  College  of  Physicians  in  London,  but  waived  it, 
and  was  contented  with  submitting  £o  an  examination,  upon 
which  he  was  approved,  and  had  a  licence  to  practise  as  a 
physician  per  totam  Angliwm.  He  settled  at  Hitchin,  where 
he  practised  nearly  thirty  years.  He  was  there  particularly 
acquainted  with  Dr.  Luke  Eeles  (the  celebrated  physician  of 
those  parts),  who  often  used  to  say  of  him,  "  He  is  a  modest 
man,  but  knows  more  than  all  of  us/'  He  belonged  to  the 
church  in  Tyler  Street,  Hitchin.  He  preached  sometimes  at 
Bendish,  and  occasionally  at  Hertford,  Ware,  and  Bedford ;  but 
always  gratis,  and  would  not  take  upon  him  the  charge  of  a 
congregation,  though  much  urged  to  do  it.  He  was  Congre- 
gational in  his  judgment,  but  very  candid  to  those  of  different 
sentiments.  He  died  February  9th,  1715,  aged  seventy- 
seven."1 

Francis  Holcboft,  M.A.,  and  Fellow  of  Clare  Hall,  Cam- 
bridge, who  was  likewise  ejected  from  his  fellowship  in  1660, 
became  pastor  of  a  Congregational  church,  whose  centre  was  at 
Bassingbourn,  in  Cambridgeshire,  but  whose  branches  extended 
to  different  towns.  Associated  with  him  as  ministers  were 
Joseph  Oddy,  J.  Waite,  and  Mr.  Beabe.  His  congregations 
extended  as  far  as  Hitchin,  where  Mr.  Waite  and  Mr.  Beare 
generally  preached  to  the  Independents  before  1669,  some  of 
whom  afterwards  formed  the  Independent  Church  in  this  place ; 
and  Mr.  Holcroft  sometimes  used  to  come  and  preach  to  them. 
There  is  a  particular  memorandum  of  his  being  here  May  24th, 
1678,  from  Dr.  John  Owen  and  George  Griffith,  addressed  to 
the  church  in  Tyler  Street,  Hitchin,  and  dated  from  London 

1  Palmer's  Noncon.  Mem^  i.  277. 
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March  8th,  1669,  in  which  these  two  elders,  Mr.  Beare  and 
Mr.  Waite,  are  named ;  and  the  members  are  exhorted  "  to 
honour  Mr.  Waite  for  his  work's  sake,  and  to  encourage  him  in 
his  labour."  The  writers  add,  "We  rejoice  in  that  blessed 
success  that  the  Lord  hath  crowned  his  ministry  withal  among 
you,  and  we  heartily  pray  that  he  may  yet  be'  more  and  more 
of  use  to  you  for  your  building  up."  *  We  are  further  told 
that  the  congregation  at  Hitchin,  of  which  Mr.  Holcroft  had 
been  pastor,  being  dismissed  to  the  charge  of  Mr.  Haworth  of 
Hertford,  he  used  to  preach  to  them  about  once  a  month  in  a 
barn  belonging  to  the  other  society  in  that  town.  According 
to  an  agreement  in  1687,  they  used  generally  to  go  to  Hertford 
on  Communion  days,  but  sometimes  met  from  both  towns  at 
Bragbury  End,  Datchworth,  which  is  about  halfway.2 

Among  the  preaching  licences  taken  out  upon  the  Declara- 
tion of  Indulgence  in  1672,  we  find  one  "for  the  house  of  Sarah 
Adams  at  Hitchin,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  22nd  July,  1672."3 
Also  a  "  licence  to  James  Rogers  to  be  a  Congregational  teacher 
at  the  house  of  Sarah  Adams  at  Hitchin,  29th  June,  1672." 
Also  "the  house  of  Widow  Heath  in  Preston  [parish  of  Hitchin], 
Hartfordshire,  licensed  for  a  Congregational  meeting-place  2nd 
May,  1672."  "  Licence  to  Thomas  Milwat  to  be  a  Congrega- 
tional teacher  in  the  house  of  Widow  Heath  at  Preston,  in 
Hartfordshire,  2nd  May,  1672."  Milway  in  1674  became 
pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church  in  Bury  St  Edmunds,  an 
office  which  he  held  till  1693*  He  preached  a  funeral  sermon 
for  F.  Holcroft. 

Minsden  Chapel,  in  the  parish  of  Hitchin,  lies  about  three 
miles  south  of  the  town,  near  the  hamlets  of  Preston  to  the 
west,  and  Langley  further  south.  It  is  now  in  ruins ;  but 
three  centuries  ago  it  was  regularly  served  by  the  vicar  of 
Hitchin,  or  his  curate,  and  the  Transcript  Registers  of  bap- 
tisms, burials,  and  marriages  are  still  extant.  It  was  a 
favourite  place  for  marriages.6    In  1609   the  transcript  is 

»  Palmer's  Noncon.  Memorial,  i.  108,  *  "1609.    Thos.  Mansfield  and  Alice 

260 — 262.  Sheppard    married    15th    October.      J. 

*  Palmer,  ii.  301.  Holcroft  died  in  Jan.  Huddleston,  minister ;  Robt.  Nash,  Bd. 

1692  at  Triploe,  Cambs.  Riches,  churchwardens. "     "1622.  John 

3  S.P.O.  Charles  II.,  Domestic ;  Preach-  Bur  we  11  and  Hester  Winchester  married 
ing  Licences,  xxxviii.,p.  201.  November  25th.    J.  Wilk shire  and  Hen. 

4  Browne.  History  of  Congregationalism  Tree,  oh urch wardens."    "1629-30.  Mar- 
ia Suffolk,  pp.  405-7.  ried  John  Ivory,  clericus,  and  Elizabeth, 
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signed  by  "John  Huddleston,  minister."  In  1622  "Jacob 
Twiselton,  curate,"  signs,  who  was  afterwards  at  Willian.  In 
1624,  and  on  to  1635,  Stephan  Peirce  signs,  and  in  1636 
"  Win.  Lindall,  D.D.,  and  vicar  of  Hitchin,  was  married  to  the 
widow  of  Peirce,"  and  signs  the  entry.  In  1638  we  find 
"  Thomas  Bedford  curate  of  Minsden,"  and  he  signs  down  to 
1640  alternately  with  W.  Lindall,  whose  curate  he  was,  and 
with  "  John  Whitley  and  Simon  Brown  churchwardens."  The 
Commissioners  of  1650  report  that  "  there  is  a  chappel  belong- 
ing to  Hitchin  called  Minsden  Chapel,  but  we  are  ignorant  of 
its  yearly  value.  The  privy  tithes  belonging  to  it  are  worth 
£13  per  an,,  but  the  inhabitants  have  not  for  years  past  paid 
any  dues  to  the  late  or  now  vicar  of  Hitchin ;  and  they  have 
been  for  years  past  destitute  of  a  preaching  minister.  The 
chapel  has  fallen  into  great  decay,  but  we  present  it  as  fit  to 
be  made  a  parish  church." l  It  would  appear  from  this  that, 
though  marriages  were  celebrated  in  the  chapel  down  to  1641, 
there  was  no  preaching  there,  and  the  building  was  suffered  to 
fall  into  decay. 

We  have  already  seen  that  in  the  hamlet  of  Preston,  near 
Minsden  Chapel,  the  widow  Heath  obtained  a  licence  for  her 
house  "to  be  a  Congregational  meeting-place "  on  May  2nd, 
1672;  and  a  licence  was  at  the  same  time  granted  to  Thomas 
Milway  to  be  a  Congregational  teacher  there.  Thus  provision 
was  made  for  the  spiritual  wants  of  the  inhabitants.  John 
Bunyan,  moreover,  in  those  days  of  persecution  was  wont 
to  preach  in  "  Wain  Wood,  where,  in  a  small  natural  amphi- 
theatre still  called  Bunyan's  Dell/1  meetings  were  held.  In 
commemoration  of  this  the  Baptists  of  Hitchin  still  hold  an 
annual  meeting  in  the  same  place.3  Francis  Bragge,  vicar  of 
Hitchin    1689 — 1728,    was    instrumental    in    procuring    the 

daughter  of  Sir  Ed  w.  Radcliffe,  January  "Where  is  your  God  now?"  He  an- 
29th."  •«  1635,  June  24th.  Married  John  swered,  "  In  Micah  7th  and  10th,"  which 
Burwell  and  Alice  Heath.  Stephan  answer,  it  is  said,  was  blest  to  her  con- 
Peirce,  Th.  Whiston,  churchwardens."  version.  A  like  story  is  related  of  two 
Baptisms  are  not  so  numerous ;  in  1627  ejected  ministers ;  it  might  be  true  of 
there  are  nine.  all  considering  the  nature  of  the  times. 
1  Lambeth  MSS.,  Survey,  No.  10.  A  chimney-corner  at  a  house  in  Wain 
*  Cussans,  Hitchin,  p.  8t>.  There  is  a  Wood  is  still  looked  upon  with  venera- 
tradition  that  John  Bunyan  was  once  tion  as  being  Bunyan's  place  of  refresh- 
preaching  at  Preston.  Upon  the  inf or-  merit.  See  Isaac  James's  Account  of  the 
mers  coming  he  ran  away.  A  woman  Hitchin  Church,  Jones  MSS.,  Dr.  Wil- 
called  after  him,  as  he  passed  her  door,  Hams'  Lib. 
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imprisonment  of  Daniel  Skingle,  of  Little  Hadham  (ejected 
minister  of  Essendon),  for  preaching  in  Minsden  Chapel  about 
the  year  1700.  None  of  the  auditors  would  betray  him.  At 
length  a  person  waited  on  him  hypocritically,  pretending  to  be 
under  deep  conviction  of  sin,  and  by  this  method,  drawing 
Mr.  Skingle  into  free  discourse,  got  out  of  him  the  particulars 
of  his  preaching  at  the  said  chapel  Upon  this  he  was  thrown 
into  the  Spiritual  Court,  and  after  expending  about  £300,  he 
and  the  chapel  warden  were  glad  to  get  clear  by  making  the 
following  submissions : — 

"  I,  Daniel  Skingle,  of  the  pariah  of  Mnnden  Magna,  in  the  county  of 
Hertford,  do  acknowledge  and  confess  to  have  committed  a  great  fault 
by  taking  upon  me  to  preach  contrary  to  law  in  the  chapel  of  Minsden, 
within  the  parish  of  Hitchin,  and  do  beg  the  right  rev.  father  in  God, 
James,  Lord  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  his  pardon,  and  all  others  offended 
thereat ;  and  do  promise  that  I  will  not  commit  or  do  the  like  for  the 
future.  Witness  my  hand  this  20th  day  of  December,  1700,  Daniel 
Skingle."  Concordat  cum  orig.  testibus  nobis,  Fb.  Bragg e,  Vicar  de 
Hitchin.    Thomas  Harris. 

John  Heatb,  the  chapel  warden  of  Minsden,  was  on  Sunday, 
23rd  November,  1701,  forced  to  make  a  public  apology  in 
Hitchin  church  to  the  following  effect : — 

"  Whereas  I,  John  Heath,  chapel  warden  of  Minsden,  a  member  of  this 
church,  have  contrary  to  the  duty  and  dignity  of  my  office,  which  I  was 
sworn  to  observe  and  execute,  permitted  and  suffered  Daniel  Skingle, 
a  mere  layman,  and  in  a  lay-habit,  to  preach  or  rather  profane  the  holy 
Word  of  God  in  the  chapel  of  Minsden ;  and  did  also  invite  and 
encourage  him  to  the  repetition  of  such  his  illegal  and  unwarrantable 
practices,  and  have  thereby  violated  the  solemn  oath  I  took,  for  the 
performance  of  my  office,  and  have  given  great  offence  to  the  church  in 
general,  and  to  this  church,  and  the  minister  and  parishioners  of  this 
parish  in  particular ;  I  am  therefore  by  the  command  of  my  ordinary's 
own  letter  to  make  this  acknowledgment  which  I  heartily  and  willingly 
submit  to,  and  do,  in  the  presence  of  Almighty  God  and  this  congre- 
gation, unfeignedly  confess  my  said  fault,  and  the  great  sin  I  have 
thereby  committed  against  God,  and  the  offence  I  have  given  to  the 
church  in  general,  and  to  this  church,  and  minister,  and  people  in  par- 
ticular ;  and  I  beseech  God  and  you  all  to  forgive  me,  and  to  join  with 
me  in  prayer  for  the  assistance  of  His  Holy  Spirit  that  I  may  have  a  due 
regard  to  my  duty  for  the  future."  Then  he  repeated  the  Lord's  Prayer. 
This  is  a  true  copy.     Witness,  Fr.  Bragge,  vicar  of  Hitchin. 
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An  Account  op  the  Congregational  Church,  consisting  chiefly 
op  Baptists,  Meeting  near  Tilehouse  Street,  Hitchin. 

We  have  already  seen  that  F.  Holcroft,  M.A.,  an  ejected  minister,  was 
pastor  of  a  Congregational  church,  which  in  its  branches  extended  to 
Hitchin,  where  two  ministers,  J.  Waite  and  Mr.  Beare,  preached  to  the 
Independents  before  1669.  In  that  year  Dr.  John  Owen,  the  well-known 
Independent  divine,  and  George  Griffith,  also  an  Independent  minister, 
wrote  to  this  Hitchin  church.  We  also  have  seen,  that  in  1672,  two 
places  were  licensed  in  the  parish  for  Congregational  worship,  and  that 
James  Sogers  and  Thomas  Milway  were  also  licensed  as  Congregational 
teachers.  Mr.  Waite  was  a  Paxlo-  Baptist,  and  in  1681  a  minister  in 
London,  and  published  the  Parents'  Primer  and  Mothers1  Looking  Glass, 
8vo.  Wm.  Haworth,  pastor  of  the  Independent  church  at  Hertford, 
undertook  the  pastoral  charge  of  the  Hitchin  church  at  F.  Holcroft's 
request.1  The  Independents  at  Hitchin  suffered  much  persecution  previous 
to  the  Toleration  Act,  and  near  the  Independent  chapel  was  a  large  old 
building  said  to  have  been  the  receptacle  of  the  goods  of  Dissenters, 
where  they  were  kept  till  a  sufficient  quantity  was  collected  to  make  a 
sale.  Thus  far  there  is  no  mention  of  Baptist  views.  But  on  March  29th, 
1677,  John  Wilson  of  Bedford  was  transferred  to  Hitchin,  with  an 
affectionate  etter  from  the  Bedford  church,  signed  by  John  Bunyan  and 
others.3  April  1st,  1677,  a  letter  was  Bent  from  the  Hitehin  church  to  the 
church  at  Cambridge,  transferring  to  their  fellowship  five  members: 
George  Wilkinson,  Richard  Shephard,  Joseph  Cooper,  Mrs.  Jackson,  and 
Mrs.  Flindal,  who  desired  "  to  be  dismissed  unto  them  upon  some  scruples 
of  conscience  with  reference  unto  some  things  amongst  us,  which  yet  we 
account  good  and  godly."1  On  October  1st,  1677,  "the  church  being  as- 
sembled at  brother  Foster's,  brother  John  Wilson1*  accepted  their  call  to 
be  pastor ;  and  on  April  20th,  1678,  he  was  set  apart  by  Anth.  Palmer, 
Thos.  Kelsey,  and  John  James  of  London,  Saml.  Fenn  of  Bedford.  On 
May  24th,  1678,  "  F.  Holcroft  and  the  brethren  being  assembled  at  Hitchin ,f 
— i.e.,  the  Cambridge  church — a  letter  was  sent  from  the  Hitchin  church 
desiring  reconciliation,  and  requesting  a  meeting  "  either  at  Hen.  Warner's, 

i  «F.  Holcroft  died  at  Triplow,  January  preacher  from  1656.    These  facts,  and 

6th*  1692,  in  his  fifty-ninth  year.  Thomas  the  narrative  above,  are  given  in  the 

Milway,   then   of   Bury,  preached   his  History  of  the  Baptist  Church  at  Hitchin, 

funeral  sermon  from  Zech.  u  6,  6."— Pal-  by  Is&ao  Jambs;  Jones  M8S.,  B  16, 

met,  Sonc.  Memorial,  L  261.  in  Dr.  Williams'  Lib. 

*  The  signatures  are  John  Banyan,  *  "This,"  says  Isaac  James,  "I  look 

8amL  Fenn,  John  Fenn,  Lake  Ash  wood,  upon  to  be  the  commencement  of  the 

Oliver  Scott,  John  Croker,  Thos.  Hony-  Independent  congregation.     Mr.   John 

love,  Thos.  Woodward,  John  Bardolph,  Foster,  who  joined  the  church  about 

Thos,   Cooper,  Wm.  Man,   Bobt.  Hoi-  1722,  always  asserted  that  the  Independ- 

stock,  Anthony  Harrington,  Edw.  Shep-  ent  congregation  began  from  five  who 

hard.    In   1650  Saml.  Fenn  was  senior  were  disaffected  to  the  Baptists."     It 

or  of  the  Bedford   church.     John  would  be  nearer  the  fact  to  say  that  the 


FVnn,  Ash  wood,  Scott,  and  Cooper  were  withdrawal  of  these   five   shows  how 

all  called  to  the  ministry  October  21st,  greatly  the  charch  at  Hitchin,  originally 

1671.  on  which  day  John  Bunyan  was  Congregational  and  Peedo  Baptist,  had 

ordained    co-pastor,    having    been    a  declined  from  its  original  principles. 
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John  Simpson's,  or  Dr.  HutGhenBon's."  '  The  issue  of  the  proposal  is  not  told 
On  October  22nd,  1680,  the  church  being  met  at  Preston,  requested  John 
Thorowgood,  member  of  the  church  at  Pirton,  to  preach  among  them. 

In  May  1687,  a  proposal  was  made  by  those  of  Hitchin,  formerly 
members  of  the  Cambridge  church,  but  now  united  with  Hertford,  under 
W.  Haworth,  "  that  Mr.  Haworth  with  them  might  have  the  use  of  our 
barn  "  every  second  or  third  Lord's  Day.  It  was  agreed  for  Mr.  Haworth 
to  preach  once  a  month  on  Sunday  morning  and  evening,  and  on  week- 
days as  often  as  he  pleases.  In  1688  Edward  Hitchin  and  Henry  Fuller 
were  received  into  Mr.  Haworth's  church  without  a  transfer  from  the 
Hitchin  church  ;  and  two  years  after  the  members  of  the  Hertford  church 
in  Hitchin  built  a  chapel  of  their  own. 

The  Tile-House  Street  Chapel  was  begun  in  May  1692,  costing  £250, 
an  amount  raised  partly  in  the  country  and  partly  in  London.  In  1697, 
September  29th,  Ebenezer  Wilson  was  invited  to  assist  his  father.  In 
1698  James  Gregory  and  Edward  Hurst  were  made  ruling  elders.  Edward 
Hurst  was  a  man  remarkable  for  the  strictness  of  his  life,  and  was  called 
"  Holy  Hurst  of  Hitchin."  Going  once  through  the  market-place  when 
mountebanks  were  exhibiting,  he  would  not  turn  his  head.  A  person 
observed,  and  asked  him  to  stop  and  see  them.  He  only  replied,  "  Turn 
away  mine  eyes  from  beholding  vanity."  Li  1700  Henry  Shephard  was 
sent  forth  to  preach  and  to  be  pastor  at  Bridgewater.  E.  Wilson  having 
declined,  John  Needham  was  invited  (September  2nd,  1705)  to  assist 
Mr.  Wilton,  which  he  did,  being  dismissed  from  Timothy  Jollie's  church 
at  Sheffield.  He  became  co-pastor  with  Mr.  Wilson  January  29th,  1709/ 
when  it  was  agreed,  "  That  the  Paado-Baptista  should  act  agreeably  with 
their  consciences,  without  any  opposition  or  reflection ;  that  Mr.  Need- 
ham  should  exchange  with  any  Pado-Baptist  minister  they  chose  to  have 
to  baptise  their  children,  so  that  they  may  be  as  fully  satisfied  in  the 
practice  of  their  judgment,  as  if  they  had  a  pastor  of  their  own  mind ; 
that  the  charges  of  the  exchange  be  defrayed  by  the  Church ;  and  that  in 
case  another  minister  be  wanted,  Mr.  Needham  should  not  object  to  a 
P»do-Bapti8t."  In  1715  the  chapel  was  enlarged  ;  one  gallery  was  built 
at  the  charge  of  Mr.  Hoilis.     John  Needham  died  February  10th,  1743.' 

>  Dr.  Hutchinson,  like  the  others,  was  Church.     Jones  MS&,  B  16,  Dr.  Wu- 

a  Psedo-Baptist,  and  had  his  children  hams'  Lib. 

baptized  at  church.  *  John  Needham  was  born  at  Ware 

■  "  I  cannot  tell,''  says  Isaac  James,  August  14th,  1686.  His  father,  or  grand- 

"when  John  Wilson  died,  but  he  was  father,  was   of    Republican  — * — !-,~ 


living  about  1717.    In  time  of  persecn-  On  leaving  school  he  went  to  Tim.  Jol- 

tion  his  goods  were  once  carried  into  the  lie's  Academy  at  Attercliffe,  and  theoce 

market-place  to  be  burnt,  but  it  was  to  Hitchin.    In  1711  he  married  Mary, 

prevented.      At    the    procurement    of  daughter  of   Jas.  Gregory,    of   Offley, 

Edward  Draper,  Esq.,  he  was  for  some  He  kept  a  school  at  Hitchin  for  some 

time  imprisoned  in  Hertford  gaol.   Many  years,  and  had  Benj.  Wallin  and  Ahra- 

people  observed  a  blast  upon  Draper's  nam  Atkins  as  pupils.  On  January  26th, 

affairs  from  that  time.    When  he  died  1726,  he  preached  a  funeral  sermon  for 

Draper  left  a  charity  in  bread.    A  de-  Thos.    Manson    of   Luton,    which   was 

see n dan  t  of  his  now  in  the  town  is  glad  printed.    "  He  was  a  man  of  extraordi- 

to  receive  a  loaf  of  it,  so  greatly  is  the  nary  gravity.    I  have  heard  my  mother 

family  reduced."— History  of  the  Hitchin  say,"  says  Isaac  James,  "  she  never  aw 
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He  was  succeeded  by  Samuel  James,  M.  A.,  who  came  from  his  father's 
(Philip  James,  M.D.)  church  at  Hemel  Hemsted,  and  was  ordained 
July  13th,  1743,  when  the  number  of  communicants  was  108.  Septem- 
ber 24th,  1747,  was  observed  by  the  Church  as  a  day  of  solemn  humiliation, 
on  account  of  the  infectious  distemper  among  the  horned  cattle.  In 
1751  the  Dissenters  of  Hitchin  were  denied  the  privilege  of  sending  their 
children  to  the  Free  School  unless  they  conformed,  on  which  the  Attorney- 
General  was  consulted,  who  gave  his  opinion  in  their  favour,  and  the  privi- 
lege was  restored.  In  1752  the  burying-ground  was  enlarged,  at  a  cost  of 
£142.  In  1576  a  vestry  was  built  "  Mrs.  Catherine  Clarkson,  daughter 
of  the  learned  and  eminent  David  Clarkson,  B.D.,  died  January  11th,  1757, 
aged  eighty-four  years.'1  She  came  from  Dr.  Watts's  church,  and  was 
many  years  a  member  here  ;  a  woman  eminent  for  piety.  In  1762  the 
chapel  was  enlarged.  Twenty  pounds  were  left  to  the  poor,  September 
13th,  1766,  by  John  Field,  of  Mungrave,  in  Lilly  parish.  In  1767  £84 
was  collected  for  Mr.  Whittaker  and  one  Occom,  an  Indian  preacher ; 
they  collected  in  all  at  Hitchin  £163.  Samuel  James  died  Sunday, 
August  22nd,  1773. ! 

The  next  pastor  was  John  Geard,  of  Bristol  Academf^who  was 
ordained  April  13th,  1775.  He  was  born  at  Mountague,  about  four  miles 
from  Yeovil,  March  5th,  1750.    July  13th,  1778,  he  married  Elizabeth, 


him  langh  above  twice  in  her  life/'  Yet  he 
was  affable,  proficient  in  astronomy,  and 
no  despicable  poet.  He  lies  buried  in 
the  meeting-house  under  a  marble  stone, 
with  the  following  inscription  :  "  Here 
lie  the  remains  of  the  rev.  and  learned 
Mr.  John  Needham,  the  late  worthy  and 
useful  pastor  of  this  church,  who  de- 
parted this  life  February  10th,  1742-3, 
in  the  fifty-eighth  year  of  his  aee." 
There  follows  an  epitome  of  his  life. 
"  Near  this  place,  likewise,  are  interred 
the  remains  of  Mrs.  Mary  Needham,  his 
beloved  wife,  who,  in  the  hope  of  a  blessed 
immortality,  resigned  her  spirit  to  Him 
who  gave  it  June  19th,  1733,  in  the  forty- 
eighth  year  of  her  age/'  "My  grand- 
father, continues  Isaac  James,  "left 
three  children  behind  him,  all  born  at 
Hitchin :  1.  Mary,  my  honoured  mother, 
born  July  19th,  1714.  2.  John,  born 
December  11th,  1721.  He  was  a  minister 
at  Bristol,  where  he  died,  January  24th, 
1787.  8.  Elizabeth,  bom  in  1717,  mar- 
ried John  Williams,  woolstapler,  of 
Hitchin,  and  died  April  12th,  1758." 

i  8.  James  was  born  at  Curborow,  near 
Lichfield,  August  4th,  1716 ;  educated 
under  Mr.  Parsons  of  Clerken^ell  and 
Dr.  Taylor;  admitted  a  student  (1782) 
of  the  king's  Head  Society  at  Clerken- 
well,  afterwards  at  Homertcn.  In  1744 
he  married  Mary,  John  Needham's  eldest 
daughter,  ''by  whom  he  had  eleven 
children,  of  whom,"  says  Isaac  James, 


"  I  am  the  youngest."    In  1756  he  had  a 

Saper  war  with  Mr.  Roe,  a  clergyman  at 
t -at ford,  Beds,  upon  Dissent,  which 
ended  amicably.  In  1760  he  published 
A  Life  of  Mr».  Churchman,  tn  1770  he 
received  the  degree  of  M.A.  from  Rhode 
Island  College.  The  same  year,  through 
ill  health,  he  dropped  the  Bendish  Lec- 
ture. His  last  words  were,  "  Victory ! 
victory  1 "  The  congregation  erected  a 
handsome  altar-tomb  to  his  memory,  on 
which  is  the  following  inscription,  drawn 
up  by  Dr.  Stennett :  **  This  monument, 
sacred  to  the  memory  of  the  Rev.  Samuel 
James,  M.A.,  is  erected  to  transmit  to 
posterity  what  cannot  be  erased  from 
their  memory  who  knew  him,  that  he 
was  an  affectionate  husband,  tender 
parent,  faithful  friend,  exemplary  Chris- 
tian, and  able  minister  of  the  Gospel. 
For  thirty  years  he  humbly,  cheerfully, 
disinterestedly,  and  successfully  served 
this  Church  as  their  pastor,  and 
amidst  the  tears  of  a  sorrowful  family 
and  an  afflicted  people  he  sweetly  fell 
asleep  in  Jesus  August  22nd,  1773,  aged 
fifty-seven  (Hebrews  xiii.  7).  Also  here 
lies  interred  Mary,  his  wife,  daughter  of 
the  Rev.  John  Needham,  formerly  pastor 
of  this  church.  In  every  relation  she 
shone  with  peculiar  lustre,  and  after  a 
long  illness,  which  she  bore  with  exem- 
plary patience,  died  in  London  November 
12th,  1779,  aged  sixty-fire  years." 
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eldest  daughter  of  Mrs.  Saml.  Bradley,  Maidencroft,  near  Hitchin,  and 
had  several  children.  When  he  came  the  communicants  numbered  156. 
On  May  22nd,  1781,  died  Williams  Thomas,  maltster,  who  left  £100,  the 
interest  to  be  applied  to  the  support  of  the  pastor.  In  1782  died  "  John 
Foster,  of  Gadwell,  yeoman,  who  after  having  been  a  member  of  this 
church  more  than  forty  years,  died  February  3rd,  1782,  aged  eighty-one 
years."  John  Geard  was  an  active  pastor,  holding  many  village  services, 
as  the  lists  of  certified  places  of  worship  show.  He  was  one  of  the  most 
affectionate  of  pastors,  living  in  the  affections  of  both  the  old  and  the 
young,  and  held  in  high  estimation  by  all  the  neighbourhood  .  .  .  He 
manifested  that  humble  childlike  simplicity  that  gives  lustre  to  the 
Christian  character.  He  was  a  man  of  peace,  and  his  end  was  peace.1  He 
died  in  1838,  aged  eighty-eight  years,  having  been  pastor  fifty-six  years. 
Thomas  Griffin  succeeded  him  1839-40,  and  John  Broad  came  in  1841. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Griffith,  of  Sandridge,  informs  me  that  "  in  Kensworth 
Baptist  Church  book,  1680—1690,  are  the  following  names  of  Sandridge 
members,  Bro.  Law,  Sister  Smith,  Sister  Sutton,  Br.  Tomson."  He  also 
sends  me  a  broadsheet  entitled  Anecdotes  of  the  Foster  Family,  containing 
a  letter  from  John  Geard,  dated  Hitchin,  July  9th,  1832,  with  a  postscript 
July  11th,  giving  an  account  of  the  Fosters.  The  first  John  Foster,  of 
Eenington,  died  in  1621.  He  had  two  brothers,  Michael  and  Edward* 
John  Foster,  his  son,  was  born  in  1613.  Matthew,  son  of  this  John,  was 
born  November  30th,  1653.  He  was  one  of  six  brothers, — John,  Edward, 
Matthew,  Michael,  Joseph,  and  Richard.  "  John  was  the  oldest  and  Richard 
was  the  youngest  of  them.  At  the  time  of  their  father's  death  they  all 
lived  together  at  Preston,  about  three  miles  from  Hitchin.  .  .  .  They  were 
all  industrious  men,  and  they  all  gave  evidence  of  being  pious,  conscien- 
tious, godly  men.  .  .  .  They  risked  the  spoiling  of  their  goods  and  the 
loss  of  their  liberty  for  the  sake  of  their  consciences.  They  were  several 
of  them  members  of  the  Church,  and  all  of  them  members  of  the  congre- 
gation of  Protestant  Dissenters  meeting  near  Tilehouse  Street,  Hitchin. 
Mr.  Wilson,  first  pastor  of  this  church,  suffered  imprisonment  for  the 
sake  of  a  good  conscience  in  Hertford  jail,  and  these  worthy  brothers 
nourished  him  there.  They  had  all  been  fined  twenty  pounds  a  month  each 
for  not  going  to  church,  till  all  they  had  in  the  world  was  confiscated.  How- 
ever, their  fines  had  not  been  literally  exacted  till  the  glorious  Revolution, 
when  William  HI.  gave  them,  as  it  were,  a  receipt  in  full  of  all  demands?* 
The  letter  narrates  further  that  three  of  these  brothers  married  and 
separated ;  John  and  Edward  lived  at  Ickleford,  Matthew  and  Michael 
at  Little  Wymondley,  Joseph  and  Richard  at  Hitchin.  Richard,  the 
youngest,  died  the  last,  in  1742  or  '43. 

"  While  these  worthy  six  brothers  lived  at  Preston,  their  house  used 
to  be  an  asylum  for  persecuted  ministers.  Among  these  no  one  was  more 
frequent,  when  not  in  Bedford  jail,  than  good  John  Bunyan,  and  he  used 

*  Brief  Outline  of  the  Tilehouse  Street  the  Foster  Family,  by  Edward  Foster, 
Church,  Hitchin,  wtthafew  Anecdotes  of      Cad  well,  near  Hitchin,  1856,  p.  7. 
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to  preach  in  a  dale  in  Wain  Wood,  near  Preston,  which  is  a  little  above 
the  only  house  in  the  wood,  and  which  was  not  only  convenient  for 
privacy,  bnt  was  capable  of  containing  a  great  number  of  people.  I  have 
understood  that  a  thousand  people  have  met  in  that  dale  at  midnight  to 
hear  Mr.  Bunyan  preach.  There  is  a  chimney-corner  in  the  house  in  the 
wood  which  I  have  had  pointed  out  to  me  as  the  place  where  this  distin- 
guished preacher  used  to  sit,  and  I  have  sat  in  the  same  chimney-corner 
many  times,  and  have  preached  many  times  in  that  house.  As  there  was 
a  danger  of  being  interrupted  when  Mr.  Bunyan  preached  in  the  dale 
before  mentioned  by  enemies,  there  were  friends  stationed  at  the  sides  of 
the  wood  to  give  the  preacher  and  congregation  time  to  separate  before 
their  enemies  oould  apprehend  them  ;  and  I  do  not  remember  ever  hearing 
that  any  were  apprehended  at  any  time  when  they  were  assembled.  I 
have  heard  an  anecdote  respecting  Mr.  Bunyan  when  he  was  once  at  the 
house  of  the  six  brothers  at  Preston,  to  the  following  purport :  he  was 
asked  by  some  one  what  he  thought  was  the  meaning  of  those  difficult 
passages,  Bom.  viii.  19,  etc.,  to  which  he  made  this  cautious  and  shrewd 
reply, '  All  that  I  can  say  in  answer  to  that  question  is,  that  the  Scripture 
is  wiser  than  I'  ...  I  have  collected  the  substance  of  the  foregoing 
anecdotes  relative  to  the  Foster  family  at  different  times,  by  different 
means,  and  from  different  sources.  I  am  now  in  the  eighty-third  year  of 
my  age,  having  been  born  March  5th,  0.  S.  1750 ;  I  was  married  July 
13th,  1778,  to  Elizabeth  Bradly,  a  descendant  of  Matthew  Foster,  one  of 
the  six  brothers.    John  Geard." 

Independent  Chapel,  Back  Street,  Hitchin. 

The  early  records  of  the  Congregationalists  in  Hitchin  have 
already  been  given,  down  to  the  time  when  Baptist  views  had 
so  leavened  the  community,  originally  Psedo- Baptist,  that  the 
members  separated,  and  built  a  chapel  for  themselves.  The 
Toleration  Act  led  to  this  movement,  and  in  1690  the  place 
was  registered  under  that  Act.  It  was  built  on  part  of  the 
ground  included  in  the  premises  of  the  existing  chapel,  Geo. 
Wilkinson  and  Thomas  Hitchin  being  co-trustees.  On  Novem- 
ber 6th,  1703,  T.  Hitchin  surrendered  the  trust  to  new  trustees.1 

Joseph  Hussey,  who  in  1683  became  chaplain  to  Sir 
Jonathan  Keate  at  the  Hoo,  and  preached  constantly  there  till 
May  20th,  1688,  and  who  often  preached  at  Maiden  Croft, 
says,  "  On  April  27th,  1690,  I  preached  at  the  new  meeting- 
house on  Lord's  Day  afternoon."2    William  Terby,  who  came 

1  Their  names  were  Thos.  Scott,  gent.,  man ;  from  which  it  seems  that  part  of 

James  Coulter,  draper,  both  of  Hitchin ;  the    congregation    oame    from    Paul's 

Wm.    Brown,    collar-maker    oi    Paul's  Walden. 

Walden,  John  Field  of  the  same,  poul-  *  See  W.  Wilson's  MSS.,  and  his  Hit- 

teier,  John  Creasy  of  the  same,  husband-  tory  qf  Dissenting  Churches,  iv.  411. 
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from  Hastings,  was  pastor  1694 — 1699 ;  he  removed  to  Ketter- 
ing. Thomas  Scott  was  pastor  from  1700 — 1709,  when  he 
wen'  to  Norwich.  Robert  Wright  was  pastor  from  1709 — 
1713,  wLen  he  went  to  Colchester.1  Isaac  Hoskins  was 
minister  in  1715,  when  the  number  of  hearers  is  given  as  five 
hundred,  of  whom  fifty  were  voters  for  the  county*  On 
October  17th  of  that  year,  the  church  was  reconstituted,  and 
a  document  framed  affirming  mutual  affection,  and  their 
children's  right  to  the  seal  of  the  Covenant.8  Robert  Brown 
came  as  pastor  in  1716.  In  1729  thirty-three  male  and 
thirty-four  female  members  comprised  the  church-rolL  Joseph 
Pitts  was  ordained  pastor  April  9th,  1729 ;  his  ministry  was 
successful,  but  at  the  end  of  nine  years  he  left  for  Braintree.4 
The  next  pastor  was  Joseph  Webb,  who  began  his  ministry 
here  in  1738,  and  continued  twenty  years,  till  1758,  when  he 
removed  to  Fetter  Lane.6  Edward  Hickman  followed  (1758 — 
1771),  and  kept  a  grammar  school  in  Bancroft,  and  afterwards 
in  Dead  Street.  Objecting  to  inoculation  as  "  presuming  upon 
Providence/'  he  refused  to  pray  for  persons  inoculated,  and 
left  Hitchin  for  Kimbolton,  Hunts.  The  poor  of  the  congre- 
gation were  strongly  against  his  removal,  and  used  to  flock  to 
hear  him  when  he  visited  Hitchin.6 

John  Griffiths  was  the  next  pastor  for  twenty-two  years 
(1772 — 1796) ;  he  collected  much  historical  information  regard- 
ing the  place,  and  was  an  exemplary  pious  man.  He  sustained 
a  heavy  shock  in  the  death  of  his  son,  and  died  in  1795.  A 
steady  friendship  subsisted  between  him  and  John  Geard,  and 
half-yearly  meetings  (at  seed-time  and  harvest)  were  held  by 
these  two  ministers  at  their  respective  chapels.  The  succession 
of  pastors  was  then  as  follows : — 

William  Williams  {Evan.  Mag.,  iii  510 ;  xxv.  266),  1795—1817. 
Charles  Sloper  {Evan.  Mag.,  xxi.  353  ;  xxxiii.  103),  1817—1824. 
J.  W.  Wayne  (Evan.  Mag.,  xxxiv.  198,  302 ;   Congl.  Mag.,  ix.  278), 
182  L — 1848,  secretary  to  the  Herts  Union  fourteen  years. 
F.  W.  Heathcote,  1846—1851.  Robert  Nobbs,  1878—1881. 

William  Griffith,  1851—1868.  Alex.  Macintosh,  1882. 

Samuel  Barnes  Driver,  1869—1877. 

i  Wilson's  Diss.  Chvrchei,  iii.  175.  9th,  1778,   the  original  being  then  in 

•  Evans's  MSS.  in  Dr.  Williams'  Lib.  possession  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Simpson. 

»  This  document  is  transcribed  and  4  Wilson's  IH**.  Churches,  W.  269. 

attested  by  John  Griffiths,   November  *  J  bid.,  iii.  461.       •  Ibidn  iii.  458. 
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ICKLEFORD. 
Acres,  918 ;  pop.,  568;  value,  £280. 

John  Butterfield,  "minister,"  is  named  in  1576  as  rector 
here,  and  ad  coTicionaTidum  habilis.1  He  still  signs  the  Travr 
script  Register  in  1609.  On  "March  30th,  1612,  Matthew 
Davys,  S.T.P.,  was  appointed  per  mortem  John  Butterfield." 
Again,  "I,  Nathaniel  Rodiat,  of  Ickleford,  do  willingly  sub- 
scribe." "Richard  Smythe,  curate,"  signs  from  1614—1624. 
In  1615  there  were  "140  communicants;  patron,  Sir  John 
Davis;  value,  £50;  no  recusants;.  Rd.  Smyth,  curate."  In 
1625  Thomas  Welles  appears  as  curate,  and  was  here  till  his 
death;  "  1629,  Thos.  Wells,  minister  of  this  parish,  was  buried 
May  14th."  Welles  was  also  vicar  of  Pirton.  Thomas 
Atwood  Rotheram  now  appears,  both  at  Pirton  and  Ickle- 
ford, but  his  children  were  baptized  here,  and  indeed  here  he 
was  married.8  Rotheram  became  during  the  Commonwealth 
rather  a  strong  Presbyterian,  and  wrote  against  his  neighbour 
Henry  Denne,  a  tract  entitled,  A  Den  of  Thieves  confuted, 
4to,  1643.    Rotheram  gave  up  Pirton  and  Ickleford  in  1642. 

On  Feb.  20th,  1842-3,  John  Walker  appears  as  minister  here 
and  at  Pirton,  per  resig.  T.  A.  Rotheram.  The  name  of 
Mr.  Mould  occurs  in  1650.  The  name  Thomas  Mould  appears 
as  vicar  of  Slaverton,  Northampton,  in  1661.8  In  1635  "John 
Newman,  of  Iklefbrd,  was  presented  and  fined  for  working  at 
his  trade  as  a  smith  upon  holidays."  In  1673  John  Hudson 
and  Thos.  Fossan  report  "  that  all  things  are  out  of  order  here ; 
\*e  want  a  surplesse,  hood,  common-prayer."  In  1662  Mr. 
Jacob,  dericus,  is  named  in  the  Acta  as  at  Ickleford.  In  the 
same  year  Richard  Mil  ward  is  accused  "  for  keeping  unlawful 
meeting,  and  not  coming  to  church ;  widow  Walby  and  James 
Bayes  for  ddtto."1    Also  in  1663,  Edward  Gridgfield,  Richd. 

>  Lambeth  M88.r  900.  with  Pirton  by  me,  Samuel  Feake,  M.A." 

■  <»  Thomas  Attwood  Rotheeam  and  The  following   may  also  be  noted  :— 

Ann  Browne   married    September  3rd,  "1624,  William,  son    of   Kobert  Meri- 

16*29.    1683,.  Thomas  Rotheram,  son  to  towne,  baptized  27th  May.  1634,  Nicholas 
Thos.  Rotheram.,  baptized  October  17th. 
1635-6,  Nicholas,  son  to  Tho.  Rotheram 
and  Ann    bis    wife,  baptized  January 

lst>  1641,  Anny  daughter  to  Tho.  Rothe-  Smyth,  gentlewoman,  a  widow,  buried 

ram  and  Ana  his  wife,  baptized  July  October   13th.     1640,   Thomas,    son   of 

28th.     22nd   March,  1636,   This   is   to  William  Penn,  citizen  of  London,  and 

testify  that  T.  A.  Rotheram,  M.A.,  was  Mary  his  wife,  baptized  January  80th.1' 
inducted  into  the  church  of  Ickleford  *  Kennet,  Register,  668. 


662  MEMORIALS  OF  NONCONFORMITY  IN  HERTS,     [husdbkdov 

Laundey,  Oliver  Jackson,  John  Killy,  Richd.  Milward,  for  not 
paying  their  tax  to  the  church.  On  March  12th,  1674,  uMr. 
Savage,  of  Ickleford,  being  present  in  court,  doth  confess  that 
Susanna  Samson,  of  Ickleford  (presented),  hath  been  at  the 
parish  church,  but  behaved  herself  so  irreverently  to  the 
scandal  of  all  good  Christians  and  religion.  Whereupon  the 
judge  admonished  her  to  frequent  her  parish  church,  and  to 
behave  herself  reverently  and  as  a  Christian  ought  to  do."  The 
following  is  a  list  of  the  vicars  of  Ickleford,  1576—1662  :— 

1576.  John  BatterfiekL  1629.  Thomas  Atwood  Rotheram. 

1612.  Matthew  Davys.  1643.  John  Walker. 

1614.  Richard  Smyth,  coiate.  1650.  Mr.  Mould. 

1625.  Thomas  Welles.  1662.  Mr.  Jacob. 

The  following  registrations  occur  in  the  Meeting-house 
Book  of  the  Archdeaconry ; — 

1.  "  These  are  to  certify  that  the  dwelling-house,  with  the  appurten- 
ances thereto  belonging,  of  Thee.  Ward,  of  Ickleford,  day-labouring  man, 
is  a  place  where  meetings  for  religious  worship  of  God  of  Protestants 
dissenting  from  the  Church  of  England  are  from  time  to  time  hereafter 
by  God's  permission  to  be  held.  July  22nd,  1740.  John  Foster,  Edw. 
Graye,  Rd.  Outridge,  Wm.  Outridge." 

2.  "  We,  being  Protestant  Independents,  do  certify  that  the  house  of 
Mrs.  Judith  Ansell,  of  Ikleford,  is  set  apart  for  the  public  worship  of 
Almighty  God.  June  12th,  1783.  Judith  Ansell,  Thos.  AUom,  Wm. 
Langford,  Wm.  Eady,  Sarah  Langford,  Thos.  Hagger.  Beg.  13th  June, 
1783." 

3.  "  Ickleford.  House  of  Geo.  Day  for  Protestant  Dissenters,  certified 
by  Geo.  Day,  January  10th,  1824." 

IPPOLITTS. 
Acres,  2,899  ;  pop.,  1,008 ;  raloe,  £880. 

The  church  is  dedicated  to  Hippolytus.  In  1576  John 
Stretton  is  named  as  vicar  here,  and  is  described  as  ad  con- 
cwruindv/rn  habUAs}  He  was  followed  on  January  26th,  1603-4, 
by  "John  Marshall,  minister/'  as  he  signs  himself.  In  1610, 
May  12th,  Peter  Reve.  of  Ippolitts,  was  presented  for  not  coming 
to  church.  In  1614,  "Recusants,  none;  communicants,  200; 
Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  patron;  worth  £14  a  year;  John 
Marshall,  B  JL,  a  preacher,  licensed."   He  was  here  till  his  death 

i  Lambeth  MflEL,  900. 
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in  1637.1  He  was  succeeded  on  October  7th,  1637,  by  Francis 
Wilsforde,8  who  was  deprived  in  1643.  On  December  15th 
of  that  year,  Thomas  Whatton  was  appointed  "per  cesrionem 
Francisci  Wilsford,"  and  is  described  as  a  godly  orthodox  divine. 
He  removed  to  Offley,  and  was  followed  by  Edmund  Allen. 

The  Commissioners  to  inquire  touching  Church  Livings  in 
1650  found  "  Eppalits  to  be  a  vicarage  with  a  donative  worth 
£30  a  year,  and  that  Mr.  Allen  was  then  minister."8  He  was 
succeeded  by  Henry  Sykes,  who  removed  to  Ayot  St.  Law- 
rence in  1661,  but  did  not  resign  Ippolitts  till  1663.  On 
February  2nd,  1663-4,  Thos.  Gregory  was  inducted  per  ces- 
sionem  uttvmi  Incumbentis.  On  April  1st,  1670,  Audony 
Davies  was  instituted ;  December  10th,  1677,  Thos.  Silke,  MJL, 
"per  mortem  Audoeni  Davies;"  March  16th,  1685,  Thos.  Ford, 
M.A.,  per  mortem  Thos.  Silke.  In  1666  "  Mr.  Townley,  the 
minister  that  serves  the  cure  there  "  (Ippolitts)  "  does  so  with- 
out authority";  and  in  1682  the  churchwardens  "present 
Hippolits  to  want  a  minister."  *  The  following  is  a  list  of  the 
vicars  of  Ippolitts,  1576—1662  :— 

1576.  John  Stretton,  1646.  Edmund  Allen. 
1604.  John  Marshall.  Henry  Sykes. 

1637.  Francis  Wilsforde.  1663.  Thomas  Gregory. 
1643.  Thomas  Whatton. 

The  following  places  of  worship  for  Protestant  Dissenters  in 
this  parish  were  certified  to  the  Archdeacon  of  Huntingdon : — 

1.  "  September  28th,  1694.  These  are  to  certifie  that  a  congregation  of 
Protestant  Dissenters  doe  intend  to  meet  for  religious  worship  at  the 
house  of  Wm.  Harper,  in  the  parish  of  Ippolitts.  Wm.  Harper,  Edw. 
Hitchin,  John  Bradwell,  John  Dearmer,  Jos.  Hurst." 

2.  "  These  are  to  certifie  that  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters 
doe  intend  to  meet  for  religious  worship  at  the  house  of  Daniel  Raymond, 

i  "  1687,  John  Marshall,  vicar,  buried  also  be  noted :    "  1617,  Thomas,  son  of 

May    5th."     See    Transcript   Registers,  Thos.  Dickes,  baptized  November  20th. 

which  also  give  these:    "Christopher,  1641,    Widow    Dix,    wife   formerly   of 

son  of  Thos.   Marshall,  baptized  13th  Abraham  Dix,  buried  December  26th. 

December,  1610 ;  W.  Marshall  and  W.  Margaret  Rechford,  widow,  buried  Aug- 

Fowler,  churchwardens.    1617,  George,  ust  2nd,  1617.    Josias  Lobb  and  Susan 

son  of  John  Marshall,  baptized  September  Standish  married  September  28th,  1621. 

29th.    1625,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  William  Fowler,  of  Ippolitts,  gone  to 

Marshall,  clericus,  buried  January  27th."  New    England,    1687/'      See    S.  P.  O. 

«   "1639,    Martha,    daughter   of   Mr.  Charles  I.,  1637,  vol.  166. 

Francis  and  Elizabeth  Wilsforde,  bap-  s  Lambeth    MSS.,    Survey,    No.    10: 

tized  February  21st.     1641,  Elizabeth,  Lansd.  MSS.,  459. 

daughter  of  Mr.  Francis  and  Anne  Wils-  *  Actay   Archd.   of    Huntingdon,    at 

ford,  baptized  March  8rdL"    These  may  Hitchin. 
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of  Preston,  in  the  parish  of  Ippolitts.    June  1st,  1697.    D.  Raymond 
Daniel  Joyner,  John  Gutteridge.    Beg.  June  2nd,  1697." 

3.  *'  These  are  to  certifie  that  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters 
doe  intend  to  meet  for  religious  worship  at  the  house  of  Joseph  Lawrence 
in  Gosmore,  in  the  parish  of  Ippolitts.  13th  April,  1702.  Jo.  Hobbe, 
Joseph  Lawrence,  Edw.  Dearmer,  John  f  Chalkley,  Thos.  Lawrence,  James 
MardelL    Beg.  16th  June,  1702." 

4.  "  These  are  to  certifie  that  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters 
doe  intend  to  meet  for  religious  worship  at  the  house  of  Thos.  Lawrence, 
in  the  parish  of  Ippolitts.  2nd  January,  1704.  Edw.  Dearmer,  James 
Mardell,  Thos.  Lawrence,  Jos.  Lawrence.    Beg.  16  January,  1704." 


FLACK  OF  MEETING.       WHEBE  SITUATED.       FOB   WHOM. 


6.  Hoom  of  John 
Gootheridge 


6.  Dwelling    house 

of      Jeremiah 
Gaseley 

7.  Dwelling    house 

of         Edward 
Dearmer 

8.  Hooae  of  Henry 

Bheppard 

9.  A  house  of  Mr. 

Edward  Hurst's 

inhabited     by 

George  Clark 

House  of  George 

Boyos 


10. 


11.  House  of  John 
Handsoombe, 
day-labourer 

IS.  House  of  Henry 
Creasey 

18.  Dwelling    house 
of  Johnllerritt 

14.  A  Place  now  in 

the  oooupatiou 
of  BenJ.  Jeffry, 
blacksmith 

15.  Dwelling    house 

of  Rich.  Cooper 

16.  Dwelling    house 

of  Abel  Sharp* 

17.  Buildiho.    .    . 


Ippolitts 


Near  Preston  Green, 
pariah  of  Ippolitts 

In  Gosmer,  parish 
of  Ippolitts 

Ippolitts   .... 

At  Preston,  in  the 
parish  of  Ippolitts 


Little  AnseR,  parish 
of  Ippolitts 

At  Gosmer,  in  the 
parish  of  Ippolitts 

Gosmore,     in     the 

parish  of  Ippolitts 

Ippolitts    .    .    .    . 

Ippolitts    .    .    .    . 


Ippolitts    .... 

Ippolitts   .    .    .    . 

At  Charlton,  parish 
of  Ippolitts 


Protestant 
Dissenters 

Protestant 
Dissenters 

Protestant 
Dissenters 

Protestant 
Dissenters 

Protestant 
Dissenters 


Protestant 
Dissenters 

Protestant 
Dissenters 

Protestant 
Dissenters 

Protectant 
Dissenters 

Protestant 


Protestant 
Dissenters 

Protestaut 
Dissenters 

Protestant 
Dissenters 


9th  January, 
1722 

28th       Deo., 
1726 

2nd        May, 

1727 

2nd     March, 

1782 
11th  October, 

1788 


24th  August, 
1786 

1st       April, 
1745 

8th        July, 

1761 
12th    March, 

1798 
1st     August, 

1807 


5thMay,  1809 

14th       July, 

1818 
80th       Oct., 

1882 


BY  WHOM  CERTOTISD. 


John  Needham,  Elisabeth 
Deer,  Thus.  Crawley, 
John  Gootheridge. 

Nicholas  King,  Thomas 
Tickle,  Barnaul  Fowler. 

John  Nesdham,  Francis 
Robinson,  John  Goothe- 
ridge. 

Henry  Sheppard,  Too. 
Tickle,  Nicholas  King. 

John  Needham,  Wm. 
The  Tickle. 


Nicholas     King,     Wm. 

Lawrence,       Robinson 

Chamberlain. 
Wm.  Hyde,  Robt.  Berry, 

Thos.  Vincent. 

John      Stevens,      Jno. 

Clarkson. 
John    Griffiths,     John 

Geard. 
B.     Gatward,     Edward 

Parker,  W.  Chota,  B. 

Jeffry. 

John      Geard,       Thos. 

Dearmer,  Sam.  Imp 
Abel      Sharpe, 

Chalkley. 
Thos.      Griffin,       Jno. 

Crawley. 


KIMPTON. 
Acres,  8,679  ;  pop.,  986 ;  yalue,  £445. 

James  Aldred  was  vicar  here  from  1566  till  his  death, 
and  is  described  in  1576  as  ad  conciorumdvm  habilis.1  He 
was  buried  May  3rd,  1603,  and  was  followed  by  Alubed 
Birtbie,  who  signs  the  foot  of  each  page  in  the  register  from 
1605  till  his  death  in  1626?    In  1616-7  there  was  "  wanted  a 


*  Lambeth  M8S.,  900. 

»  "Mr.  Aldred,   ricar    of   Kimpton, 


buried  the  third  day  of  May,  1603.    The 
16th  July,  1626,  wm  buried  Mr.  Burby, 
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convenient  light  for  the  pulpit,  as  it  is  now  placed,"  and 
inquiry  was  to  be  made,  "  What  is  a  convenient  place  for  a 
light,  and  what  the  charge  for  a  light  will  be  ? "  We  do  not 
find  the  answer.  On  December  9th,  1626,  Litton  Bbistow 
was  instituted,  and  remained  here  till  his  death,  18th  Septem- 
ber, 1634.  Edward  Atkinson,  however,  signs  the  transcripts  as 
u  curate  of  Kimpton  "  from  1636  to  1632.  On  May  11th,  1635, 
Wm.  Moore,  of  Hormead  Parva,  is  named  in  the  Acta  as 
appointed,  but  he  must  have  been  at  once  superseded  by 
Atkinson,1  who  remained  till  his  death  in  1640.  Thomas 
Faucett  was  the  next  vicar,2  of  whom  Walker  gives  the  following 
account : — 

"  Thomas  Faucette,  B.D.,  of  Kimpton  vicarage  and  Aston  vicarage,  in 
Warwickshire,  was  brother  to  Colonel  Faucette,  the  Governor  of  Wood- 
stock for  his  Majestie,  and  being  turned  out  of  his  living  of  Kimpton 
about  1643,  lay  seventeen  years  under  sequestration.  He  was  also  twice 
imprisoned,  once  at  St.  Albans,  but  in  what  place  his  second  imprison- 
ment was  I  do  not  know.  He  was  a  bold  man,  and  utterly  refused  to 
pay  the  wicked  taxes  laid  on  him  and  other  loyalists  to  carry  on  the 
Rebellion,  until  the  King  did  in  a  manner  give  him  order  to  do  it  by 
saying  to  Col.  Faucette,  '  Why  should  your  brother  ruin  himself  when  he 
can  do  me  no  service  by  it  ? '  His  sequestration  at  Kimpton  had  some- 
thing very  peculiar  in  it ;  which  is,  that  in  truth  it  was  rather  an  act  of 
favour  than  cruelty  to  dismiss  him,  for  his  wife  made  it  appear  before  the 
Com""  at  Hertford  that  when  all  the  taxes  and  impositions  laid  on  her 
husband  were  paid,  he  had  not  £10  a  year  left,  out  of  which  also  he  was 
to  quarter  four  men  and  three  horses.  His  first  successor  at  Kimpton  on 
the  sequestration  was  one,  God  knew  his  heart,  took  it  only,  if  you  will 
believe  him,  to  keep  out  others,  and  save  the  profits  for  Mr.  Faucette, 
but  had  the  grace  never  to  pay  him  one  farthing,  as  much  as  of  the  fifths. 
Whether  he  had  more  successors  (till  1657,  when  I  find  Walter  Wakeham 
succeeded),  or  who  they  were,  if  any,  I  know  not ;  but  Mr.  Faucette  after 
his  sequestration  did,  as  I  find,  retire  into  Warwickshire,  where  he  got 
some  place,  the  vicarage  of  Aston,  but  was  soon  driven  thence  also ;  after 
which,  about  1646,  he  came  to  the  small  vicarage  of  Harold,  in  Bedford- 
minister  of  ye  church."  From  Kimpton  riocar  of  Coddicote,  Hob.  Bristoe,  Ohr. 
parish  registers,  where  we  also  note  Thornton,  rector  of  Knebworth,  Tho. 
these  :  •'  Elizal>eth,  daughter  of  Mr.  Hoo,  Robert  Barber,  W.  Rolf 6."  Acta 
Nicholas  Bristoe,  July  24th,  1669"  (and  at  Hitchin.  Also  in  the  Transcript  Regit- 
other  children  of  Nicholas  Bristoe  in  the  tor,  "  1640,  Edward  Atkinson,  vicar  of 
following  yeara);  "Robert,  son  of  Kimpton,  buried  September  11th." 
Alured  Birtbye,  baptized  1608,  August  *  M,  Thomas  Read,    of   Ayott   St. 

81st."  Lawrence,  have  inducted  Thomas  Faw- 

1  "  27th  June,  1686,  Edward  Atkin-  cett  into  the  possession  of  Kimpton,  18th 
SON.MJL,  was  inducted  into  the  vicarage  September,  1640.  Witness,  Robert 
of  Kimpton  by  me  J.  Reade,  rector  of  Mynne,  Ro.  Bristow,  Geo.  Mynne." — 
Ayott,  in  the  presence  of  Thos.  Books,      Acta,  "Inductions." 
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shire,  where  he  continued  to  perform  all  the  services  until  1660,  at  which 
happy  season  he  returned  again  to  Kimpton,  where  he  died  May  27th, 
1667,  leaving  then  behind  him  a  widow  and  six  children,  the  former  of 
which  was  relieved  by  the  public  charity  of  the  Corporation  for  Ministers' 
Widows.  I  have  nothing  more  to  add  of  him  but  that  he  was  a  pious, 
good  man." ' 

Upon  Walker's  own  showing  Mr.  Faucett  was  not  silenced, 
but  had  a  cure  and  a  living  all  through  the  Commonwealth. 
As  to  the  successor  who  "  kept  the  profits/'  bis  name  was  John 
Starr,  who  signs  the  registers  as  minister  in  1646,  '47,  and 
who  was  buried,  according  to  the  register,  at  Kimpton  in  1650.* 
He  was  followed  by  John  Young,  M  JL  The  Commissioners  of 
Parliament  to  inquire  touching  Church  Livings,  report  "that 
this  vicarage  is  of  the  annual  value  of  £60,  and  that  Mr.  John 
Young  is  minister."  8  We  find  the  entries  of  the  baptisms  of 
several  of  Mr.  Young's  children  in  the  Kimpton  Registers.4 
On  April  28th,  1652,  in  pursuance  of  an  order  of  the  Com** 
for  the  Reformation  of  the  Universities, "  it  is  ordered  that  the 
yearly  rent  of  £19,  arising  out  of  the  rectorie  of  Paul's  Walden, 
be  graunted  for  the  increase  of  the  maintenance  of  Mr.  John 
Yonge,  minister  of  Kimpton."6  Young  was  here  certainly 
till  the  end  of  1654.  He  removed  to  Ware,  where  upon  the 
Restoration  he  was  ejected  He  was  one  of  the  Hitchin 
lecturers  in  1642,  and  a  Trier  for  the  county  in  1654.  After 
his  ejectment  he  came  to  live  at  Kimpton,  and  "kept  up  a 
considerable  meeting  for  some  years  there ;  his  name  is  precious 
there  to  this  day." 8  We  can  discover  no  mention  of  "  Walter 
Wakeham,"  whom  Walker  mentions  as  herein  1657,  but  in  that 
year  John  Wilson,  M.A.,  of  Catherine  Hall,  Cambridge,  was 
appointed  minister  of  Kimpton,  and  remained  until  his  eject- 
ment in  1660,  to  make  way  for  Faucett,  the  old  incumbent7 

1  Sufferings  of  the  Clergy,  Part   IL,       11th,  1658;  Jeremy,  son  of  John  Young, 
p.  448.  minister,  and  Margaret  his  wife,  born 

*  "  1660,  Buried  the  Bey.  Mr.  John       November  1st,  1654. 

Starr."    "  Jo.  Starr  "  signs  the  register  *  Lambeth  MSS.,  Augmentations,  975, 

at    foot    of  pages  in  1646-7.     Bee  St.  fol.  142. 

Stephens.  8  Calamy,  Contin^  524 ;  Palmer,  iVon- 

•  Lambeth    MSS.,    Survey,    No.   10 ;  con.  Memorial,  ii.  314. 

Lansd.  MSS.,  459.  7  "  Kimpton,  John  Wilson  admits. 
4  Thomas,  son  of  John  Young,  by  16th  April,  1657,  by  the  appointment  of 
Margaret  his  wife,  born  June  16th,  1650.  the  Protector.  Certified  by  John  War- 
Nathaniel,  son  of  John  Young,  minister,  ren  of  Hatfield  Broad  Oak,  John  Glas- 
and  Margaret  his  wife,  born  August  2nd,  cock  of  Little  Caufield,  Henry  Lukin  of 
1651 ;  Mary,  daughter  of  John  Young,  High  Laver."  Lambeth  MSS.,  Augmen- 
minister,  and  Margaret  his  wife,  May  tations,  998. 
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,f  Wilson  was,"  says  Calamy,  "the  learned  author  of  the  Answer 
to  PhUo8ophia  Scri/pturce  Interpres,  and  to  Wolzogen,"  the 
writer  of  that  treatise.  "  He  was  a  holy,  contented,  worthy 
person." 1    The  following  is  a  list  of  the  vicars,  1566—1662  :— 

1566.  James  Aldred. 
1603.  Alared  Birtbie. 
1626.  Litton  Brietow. 

Edward  Atkinson,  curate. 
1635.  William  Moore,  M.A. 
1635.  Edward  Atkinson,  M.A. 

The  following  are  the  places  of  worship  for  Protestant 
Dissenters  in  this  parish  certified  to  the  Archdeacon  of 
Huntingdon,  1689—1830:— 


1640.  Thomas  Faucett. 
1644.  John  Starr. 
1650.  John  Young,  M.A. 
1657.  John  Wilson,  M.A. 
1660.  Faucett,  restored. 


PLACZ   OF  KIITIVO. 


WHBR1 
BITVJlCTD. 


1.  The  home  of  Wm.    Kimpton  . 

Crawley 

2.  The  house  at  Wm.  j  Kimpton  . 

Seeling  | 


3.  The  home  of  John 

Osman 

4.  The  house  of  Daniel 

Goothridge 


5.  The  home  of  Wm. 

Kilby 

6.  The      house      of 

Matthew  Mead 

7.  Dwelling  home  of 

Wm.  Garnett 

8.  Dwelling  place  of 
John  Sibley 

9.  Dwelling     homes, 

outhouses,  or 
barns  belonging 
to  John  Brown 
10.  Dwelling  houae  be- 
longing to  John 
Tyler,  now  ooou- 
~~*  by  William 


11 


pied  by 
Paaaon. 


Room 
Bates 
12.  House     of 
Crawley 


of     Wm. 


Wm. 


Kimpton  . 
Kimpton  . 

Kimpton  . 


Perry  Green, 

Kimpton 
Kimpton  .    . 

Kimpton  .    . 

Called  Balls- 
low,  Kimpton 


Kimpton. 

Kimpton  . 
Kimpton . 


IOB  WROX. 


Protestant 
Dissenters 

Protestant 
Dissenters 

Protestant 
Dissenters 

Protestant 
Dissenters 


Protestant 
Dissenters 

Protestant 

Dissenters 
Protestant 

Dissenters 
Protestant 

Dissenters 
Protestant 

Dissenters 


Protestant 
Dissenters 


Protestant 
Dissenters 

Protestant 
Dissenters 


26th  Feb., 
1694 

29th  April, 
1695 

7th  Jan., 

1700 
20th  Dec., 

1707 


22nd  May, 

1708 

18th  Oct., 

1722 
10th  April, 

1724 
26th  Jan., 

1743 
4th   May, 

1746 


2nd  July, 
1765 


14th  Jan., 

1823 
6th  Sept., 

1834 


BT  WHOM  CBBTXFIED. 


Darid  Crawley,  John  Adkins, 
Thos.  Bassali,  J,is.  Harding, 
Wm.  Osnian,  Hugh  Smith. 

Jeremiah  Chalkley,  John  Tom- 
son,  Jas.  Gregory.  John 
HiJeden. 

Wm.  Seeling,  Tho.  Dudsbury, 
Wm.  Nash,  Wm.  Neale. 

Daniel  Goothridge,  seur.,  Danl. 
Goothridge,  junr. ,  Joe.  Garnet, 
senr.,  Thou.  Ivory,Wm.  Kilby, 
Edw.  Hore. 

Wm.  Kilby.  Edw.  Hore,  John 
Lasbusbee,  Saml.  Fisher, 
elder,  Wm.  Fisher,  younger. 

Nicholas  King,  John  Godfrey, 
Tho.  Tickle. 

Hugh  Smith,  Jeremiah  Downs, 
Thos.  Briden,  Wm.  Osman. 

J  no.  Williams,  Wm.  Chapman, 
Nich.  King. 

Wm.  Wilahire,  John  Tvler, 
John  Sibley. 


Nath.  Saunders,  Joseph  Hall, 
John  Tyler. 


Ebenezer  Daniel,  John  Freer, 
Jos.  Leeper,  John  Watson. 

Wm.  Crawley,  G.  Barton,  J  no. 
Sibley,  Philip  Gentle,  John 
Birdaup. 


LILLET. 
Acres,  1,822  ;  pop.,  505 ;  value.  £500. 

"  Mr.  Potkins,  of  Lilley,"  was  one  of  the  four  Herts  ministers 
nominated  as  moderators  of  the  Exercises  in  the  county  by 
Cooper,  Bishop  of  Lincoln.2    He  is  named  John  Potkins  non 

1  Calamy,  Account,?. 860 ;  Contin., p.  528.  *  Strype,  Annals,  II.,  i.  477. 

42 
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subacripmt,  est  concionaior  in  1676,  and  again  he  heads  a  list 
side  by  side  with  Thos.  Wilcocks,  of  Bovingdon,  and  Rd. 
Chambers,  of  Hitchin.  "  John  Potkyns,  rector  of  Lilley,"  as  a 
"recusant"  within  the  Archd.  of  Huntingdon.1  In  1610  "Richard 
Smith,  curate  of  Lilley,"  is  presented,  because  "  he  preachefch 
without  license."  He  signs  the  transcripts  in  1609.  On 
August  29th,  1614,  Wm.  Sherlock  was  instituted.8  In  1617, 
"  I,  John  Ford,  do  willingly  subscribe,"  perhaps  a  curate.  In 
1620  "James  Pung  "  signs  as  "curate,"3  In  1624  "Franc.  Blayk- 
ling,  curate,"  signs.  In  1625,  "Jo.  Ivory,  curate,"  and  again  in 
1626.4  In  1628  we  first  meet  with  "  William  Janeway,  curate," 
at  Lilley,  and  we  trace  his  signature  down  to  1638.  He  was  a 
well-known  Puritan,  and  father  of  four  sons,  all  Nonconforming 
ministers.  He  was  here  from  1628  to  1638,  when  he  removed 
to  Aspeden,  and  afterwards  to  Kelshall.  He  left  a  widow  and 
eleven  children.5  We  find  the  following  in  the  transcript 
registers  of  Lilley : — 

"  1631.  William,  ye  sonne  of  William  Janeway,  baptized  October  20th." 
44 1633.  John,  sonne  of  William  Janeway,  baptized  December  4th." 
"  1635.  Andrew,  sonne  of  William  Janeway,  baptized  December  17th."  ■ 

William,  the  eldest  son,  entered  Cambridge  about  1650,  and 
became  minister  at  Kelshall,  where  he  followed  his  father  in 
1657,  and  resigned  his  living  as  a  Nonconformist  in  1662. 
John,  the  second  son,  was  a  striking  example  of  early  learning 
and  piety.  He  died,  aged  twenty-four,  in  June  1657.  Samuel 
Clark  has  a  long  and  touching  life  of  him.7  Andrew  became 
a  citizen  of  London, — "  The  God  of  heaven  remember  my  poor 
brother  in  London ;  the  Lord  make  him  truly  rich,"  prayed  John 
for  him.  James,  the  fourth  son,  after  leaving  Christ  Church 
College,  Oxford,  where  he  graduated  M.A.,  set  up  a  meeting  at 
Rotherhithe,  near  London.     He  died  March  16th,  1674,  and 

«  Lambeth  MSS.,  900.  4  See  Ayot  St.  Peter.    "  1629-30,  Feb- 

2  The  Transcript  Register*  give  these  :  ruary  25th,  John  Ivory  and  Joan  Holmes 

'•  1617,  September  24th,  Mr.  Humphrey  married." — Transcript  Register. 

Walcott    married    Mrs.  Anne  Docwra.  *  Brook,  Lives  of  the  Puritans,  iii.  279. 

Wm.  Sherlock,  minister.      1617,  Nov-  8  We  have  also  these  :  *'  Mary,  wife  of 

ember  17th,  Mary,  daughter  of  Peter  William  Sherlock,  buried  January  26th. 

Smyth,  baptized.    1620,  Richard,  son  of  1631-2."    Also  the  children  (1637,  Jane; 

Peter  Smith,  baptized  22nd  July."  1638,  John  j  1638,   Peter  buried,  April 


daught 

Smyth,  baptized.  "  1620,  Richard,  son  of  1631-2."    Also  the  children  (1637',  Jane; 

^eter  Smith,  baptized  22nd  July."  1638,  John  j  1638,   Peter 

3  "George  Stone  and  Bobt.  Crawley,  7th;    John,   February   II 

hurch wardens."    "  1622,  Myles  Stone,  Periam    and    Mrs.    Martha     Docwra." 


son  of  George  Stone,  baptized  20th  Feb-       "  1639,  February  27th,  Richard  Pilgrim, 

ruary  ;    Daniel    Stone,    son  of  George       churchwarden,  died." 

Stone,  buried  November  22nd."  7  Lives  (Later  Age),  pp.  60—80. 
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left  behind  him  several  small  works,  including  a  life  of  his 
brother  John.  Abraham,  the  fifth  son,  preached  in  London 
before  the  Plague,  but  retired  with  his  wife  to  his  mother  at 
Buntingford.  The  sixth  son  was  Joseph,  the  seventh  Jacob,  and 
the  youngest  Benjamin.  There  were  two  daughters,  Mary  and 
Sarah.1  In  1638  "  William  Sherlock,  curate,"  signs,  probably  son 
of  the  old  Sherlock,  who  was  still  living.  He  signs  still  in  1641. 
The  Commissioners  appointed  by  Parliament  to  inquire  touch- 
ing Church  livings  in  1650  report  that  they  find  this  rectory 
to  be  worth  £100  per  annum,  and  that  Mr.  Shurley,  a  blind 
man,  is  minister,  and  that  his  son  assists  him.2  This  points 
very  clearly  to  William  Sherlock,  the  elder,  in  1650,  an  old  man, 
and  to  his  son  William,  who  was  acting  as  curate  for  his  father. 
Thomas  Beverley  is  not  mentioned  in  the  Acta  or  registers 
until  after  1660.  In  1672  John  Langdale  begins  to  sign  as 
curate.  In  1676  "  Joseph  Chaderton,  curate,"  signs.  In  1677 
Mr.  Beverley,  rector,  is  named,  and  Robert  Tufnale  and  John 
Heath,  guardians,  are  summoned.  In  1682  the  want  of  a  sur- 
plesse  and  Prayer-book  at  Lilley  is  noted  in  the  Acta.  Thos. 
Beverley  resigned  in  1684,  when  John  Stone  became  rector. 
The  following  is  a  list  of  the  rectors,  1576—1662  :— 

1576.  John  Potkins.  1650.  William  Sherlock,  still  helped 

1610.  Richard  Smith,  curate.  by  his  son. 

1614.  William  Sherlock.      Curates,—      1661.  Thomas  Beverley. 

1617,  John  Ford ;  1620,  James  Pung ; 

1624,  Francis  Blaykling  ;  1625,  John 

Ivory  ;  1628,  Wm.  Janeway  ;  1638, 

Wm.  Sherlock,  junior. 

We  find  the  following  registrations  of  places  of  worship  for 
Protestant  Dissenters  certified  to  the  Archdeacon  of  Huntingdon,, 
1689—1812:— 

1.  "  These  are  to  certifie  that  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters 
doe  intend  to  meete  for  religious  worshipp  at  the  house  of  John  Grunnell 
at  Mangrave,  in  the  parish  of  Lilley.  29th  April,  1706.  John  Grunnell, 
John  Elmer,  Tho.  Feild,  Wm.  Feild,  Stephen  Feild.  Reg.  29th  April, 
1706." 

2.  "  These  are  to  certify  that  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters 
do  intend  to  meet  for  religious  worship  at  the  dwelling-house  of  George 
Bowstead  in  the  parish  of  Lilley.  20th  April,  1742.  Daniel  Field,  Thos. 
Field,  Henry  Weston.    Reg.  12th  May,  1742." 

*  Clark,  ae  before,  p.  80.  *  Lambeth  MSS.,  Survey,  No.  10. 
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•'  3.  We  .  .  .  desire  that  a  dwelling-house  in  the  parish  of  LiUey,  now 
in  the  occupation  of  Henry  Humphreys,  be  registered  as  a  place  of  reli- 
gions worship  for  Protestant  Dissenters.  25 th  November,  1 783.  John  Geard, 
Jos.  Button,  Danl.  Field.     Reg.  25th  November,  1783." 

4.  "  Dwelling-house  of  Timothy  Welch,  in  the  parish  of  Lilley,  certified 
for  Protestant  Dissenters  31st  May,  1812.  Jan.  Gutteridge,  Dan.  Budd, 
John  Cook,  W.  Ewer,  Dan.  Gutteridge." 

OFFLEY. 
Acres,  5,160;  pop.,  1,802;  value,  £860. 

Roger  Henley,  who  was  here  in  1576,  is  described  as  ad 
concionandum  habUis.1  He  was  followed  by  Oliver  Perkins 
in  1603,  and  Fulke  Roberts,  S.T.B.,  came  in  1606 ;  but  the 
next  year  William  Sherlock  appears,  and  he  held  this  living, 
together  with  Lilley,  till  1614,  in  which  year  Wm.  Chantrell 
was  instituted,  and  remained  till  1617.  On  April  18th  of 
1617  Thomas  Read  succeeded,  who  also  held  the  rectory  of 
Ayott  St.  Lawrence.  The  names  of  Thomas  Aspen,  1637,  and 
John  Norton  in  1640  are  next  given.  Thomas  Aspin  signs  as 
curate  of  Offley  in  1636,  and  the  name  Norton  appears  in  the 
registers.9  Thomas  Read  was  here,  however,  as  rector  till  1645, 
and  was  followed  by  Thomas  Whotton,  as  the  following 
extracts  show : — 

"  7th  February,  1645.  It  is  this  day  ordered  that  the  vicarage  of  Offley, 
in  the  county  of  Hertford,  deserted  by  Thomas  Read,  vicar  thereof,  shall 
stand  sequestered  therefore  from  him,  and  for  other  misdemeanours,  to 
the  use  of  some  godly  and  orthodox  divines,  and  the  parishioners  are  at 
liberty  to  bring  a  certificate  to  this  committee  under  the  hand  of  five 
godly  divines  to  testify  the  ability  and  conduct  of  such  minister  as  they 
shall  desire  to  be  settled  in  the  said  church.1  March  7th,  1645.  Ordered 
that  the  vicarage  of  Offley,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  sequestered  from 
Thomas  Bead  for  his  malignancy  against  the  Parliament  and  other  mis- 
demeanours, shall  stand  sequestered  to  the  use  of  Thomas  Whotton, 
minister  of  the  Word.  Referred  him  to  the  Assembly  (fol.  65).  March 
7th,  1645.  Whereas  the  vicarage  of  the  parish  church  of  Offley,  in  the 
county  of  Hertford,  is  by  order  of  this  Committee  sequestered  from 
Thomas  Bead  for  his  malignancy  against  the  Pari1  and  other  misdemean- 
ours, it  is  ordered  that  the  said  vicarage  shall  from  henceforth  stand 

i  Lambeth  MSS..  900.  of  George   Norton,  baptized   February 
*  •<  1630,  Buried  Mr.  Luke  Norton,  Esq.,  25th.    1637-8,  February  12th,  Mrs.  Let- 
July    28th,    T.  Reade,  minister.    1625,  tice  Norton  buried.    1683-9,  James  Nor- 
May  15th,  Baptized  Margaret,  daughter  ton,  son  of  George  Norton,  baptized." 
of  T.  Reade.     1635-6,  John  Norton,  son  *  B.  M.  Add.  MSS.,  15,670,  foL  36. 


hitchih.]  OFFLBY.  661 

sequestered  to  the  use  of  Thomas  Whotton,  a  godly  and  orthodox  divine, 
who  is  hereby  required  forthwith  to  officiate  the  cure  of  the  said  church 
as  vicar.1  June  12th,  1647.  The  Com**  do  appoint  to  hear  both  sides 
upon  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Offley,  in  the  county  of  Hertford, 
on  Friday  seven  night  next,  whereof  Mr.  Bead,  from  whom  the  vicarage 
of  Offley  aforesaid  is  sequestered,  is  to  have  convenient  notice.1 

The  next  minister  here  was  Richard  Swifte,  afterward  of 
Edgware,  in  Middlesex,  where  he  was  ejected  in  1662.  Calamy 
gives  the  following  account  of  him : — 

"  He  was  the  son  of  Mr.  Augustine  Swift,  attorney-at-law,  and  born 
at  Norwich  anno  1616.  His  father  dying  when  he  was  young,  he  had  not 
the  advantage  of  much  academic  learning,  but  he  attained  to  considerable 
skill  in  the  languages.  When  he  first  entered. in  the  ministry  he  was 
chaplain  to  Sir  Brocket  Spencer,  and  preached  some  time  in  Buckingham- 
shire before  he  came  to  Edgware,  where  he  was  ejected  for  his  Noncon- 
formity ."■ 

It  is  evident  that  for  "  Buckinghamshire"  we  should  here 
read  "  Hertfordshire,"  because  Sir  Brocket  Spencer  owned  the 
manor  of  Offley,  and  upon  the  death  of  his  brother  came  to 
live  there  in  1633.  He  married  Susannah,  daughter  of  Sir 
Nicholas  Carew,  Kt.,  and  had  issue,  seven  sons  and  four 
daughters.  Sir  Brocket  Spencer  died  in  1668.  It  was  here 
at  Offley  that  Richard  Swift  lived  as  chaplain  to  him  and 
tutor  to  his  sods.  This  is  further  confirmed  by  the  report  of 
the  Commissioners  of  1650,  who  state  that  "  Mr.  Richard  Swift 
is  vicar."4  In  1656  Swift  left  Offley  and  came  to  Edgware, 
where  he  was  ejected  for  his  Nonconformity  in  1662. 

"  He  removed  afterwards  to  Mill  Hill,  in  Hendon  parish,  where  at  first, 
before  he  had  boarders,  he  was  in  great  straits,  and  afterwards  also,  when  all 
his  boarders  went  away,  because  the  small- pox  was  in  his  house.  But  he 
was  always  of  a  cheerful  spirit,  and  used  to  say,  '  Why  should  I  take  care 
and  God  too  V  Soon  after,  a  considerable  citizen's  wife  sent  him  two  of 
her  sons,  and  stirred  up  others  to  help  him,  till  he  had  a  competent 
number.  He  was  a  man  of  great  charity,  and  useful  to  many  poor  families 
in  the  parish,  and  put  out  several  children  to  trades  ;  so  that  some  think 
he  did  as  much  good  as  most  gentlemen  of  estates  in  that  neighbourhood. 
He  was  more  than  once  imprisoned  in  Newgate,  for  keeping  'conven- 
ticles' in  his  house ;  and  the  last  time  was  in  the  height  of  the  plague. 
He  was  a  pious  man,  and  daily  employed  in  reading  the  Scriptures,  and 
yet  he  was  led  away  with  Fifth  Monarchy  notions  [Millenarian],  as  well 

>  /«<*.,  fol.  75.  8  Calamy,  Account,  p.  470  j  Contin.,  612. 

»  Add.  MSS.,  15,671,  fol.  62.  *  Lambeth  MSS.,  Survey,  1650,  No.  lo. 
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as  some  others  that  were  very  peculiar.    He  died  1701,  in  the  eighty- 
sixth  year  of  his  age." ' 

At  Offley  Richard  Swift  was  succeeded  by  John  Baker, 
afterwards  ejected  from  Christleton,  Wilts.' 

u  Wednesday,  18th  November,  1656.  At  the  Councell  at  Whitehall. 
Ordered  by  his  Highness  the  Lord  Protector  and  the  Councell  that  it  be 
recommended  to  the  Trustees  for  the  maintenance  of  ministers  to  settle  on 
the  minister  of  Offley  an  augmentation  of  £50  for  his  better  encouragement 
and  maintenance."  "  June  16th,  1657.  The  £50  augmentation  granted  to 
Mr.  John  Baker,  minister  of  Offley,  was  approved  according  to  the  ordinance 
for  approbation  of  public  preachers  the  12  th  of  June  inst  John  Baker,  ML  A., 
admitted  June  17th,  1657,  upon  a  presentation  from  Gravely  Norton,  Esq.* 

Baker  soon  left,  and  was  followed  in  1658  by  Philip  Osbal- 
deston,  son  of  Lambert : — 

u  Philip  Osbaldeston,  M.A.,  admitted  8th  July,  1658,  to  the  rectorie  of 
Offley  upon  a  presentation  exhibited  the  same  day  from  Gravely  Norton, 
Esq.,  the  patron,  and  certificates  from  John  Petter  of  Herver,  Thos. 
Seyliard  of  Chidlington,  Saml.  Seyliard,  Edw.  Clerk  of  Cheevening. 
December  9th,  1659.  Whereas  the  vicarage  of  the  parish  church  of  Offley, 
in  the  county  of  Hertford,  exceedeth  not  the  yearly  value  of  £31,  in 
pursuance  of  an  order  of  ye  Com1"8  for  Plundered  Ministers  on  that  behalf, 
it  is  ordered  that  ye  yearly  summe  of  £50  be  continued  to  and  for  the 
increase  of  ye  maintenance  of  ye  minister  for  the  time  being  of  ye  parish 
church  of  Offley  aforesaid,  being  duly  approved  of  by  the  said  Committee 
as  directed,  and  that  the  same  be  paid  unto  Mr.  Philip  Osbaldeston, 
present  minister,  to  hold  for  such  time  as  he  shall  continue  faithfully  to 
discharge  ye  duty  of  minister  of  ye  said  place  or  further  order,  and  that 
Mr.  Lawrence  Steele,  treasurer,  doe  pay  ye  same  unto  ye  said  Mr.  Osbal- 
deston accordingly,  to  be  accounted  from  September  29th  last  Jo.  Tho- 
rowgood,  Wm.  Steele,  Jo.  Pocock,  Ri  Yong,  Wm.  Skynner.1'4 

Osbaldeston  left  in  1661  (November  4th)  for  Graveley,  where 

he  conformed,  and  was  succeeded  here  by  Richard  Willowes, 

who  also  conformed,  and  remained  till  his  death  in  1699.     The 

following  is  a  list  of  the  vicars,  from  1576  to  1662 : — 

1576.  Roger  Henley.  1645.  Thomas  Whotton. 

1603.  Oliver  Perkins.  1649.  Richard  Swift. 

1606.  Fulke  Roberts.  1656.  John  Baker. 

1607.  William  Sherlock.  1658.  Philip  Osbaldeston. 
1614.  William  Chantrell.  1661.  Richard  Willowes. 
1617.  Thomas  Read. 

Curates :— 1636.  Thos.  Aspin. 
1640.  John  Norton. 

1  Calamy,  CotUin.,  612.  «  Lambeth  MSB.,  Augmentation*,  999, 

1  Palmer,  Noncon.  Memorial,  iii.  861.  fols.  161,  987. 

*  Lambeth  MSS.,  Augmentation*,  998,998. 
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The  following  are  the  registrations  of  places  of  worship  for 
Protestant  Dissenters  in  this  parish  at  Quarter  Sessions,  and 
before  the  Archdeacon  of  Huntingdon  from  1689 : — 


PLACB  OF  HBBXIH&. 


WHERB 
8XTUATBD. 


1.  34 

2.  66 


Offley 
Offley 


3.  The  house  of  Mary    Offley 

Dernier,  widow     , 

4.  The  houae  of  Sleap    Offley 

Dermer 


5.  The  house  of  Mr. 

James  Gregory 
inhabited  by 
Daniel  Gregory 

6.  The  houae  of  John 

Elmer 


7.  The      house      of 
William  Hobbs 


8.  The       houae      of 

Thomas  Baas 

9.  The      house       of 

Richard  Lane 

10.  The  house  of  John 

Marshall 

11.  Building  of  Rutt. 

Barber 


Offley    . 


Tan  coats  in 
the  pariah 
of  Offley 

Great  Offley 


Offley    . 

Offley    . 

Little 

Offley. 
Offley    . 


Anabaptists   Mids.  Sessions, 
1691 
Easter  Sessions, 
,     1693 

Protestant  i  19th  Nov.,  1693 
Dissenters 
Protestant     8th  Feb. ,  1703-4 
Dissenters 


Protestant 
Dissenters 


Protestant 
Dissenters 

Quakers    . 


Protestant 

Dissenters 
Protestant 

Diasenters 
Protestant 

Diasenters 
Protestant 

Dissenters 


2nd  Nov.,  1716 


18th  Dec.,  1721 


28th  of  eleventh 
month,  1723 


5th  Feb.,  1733-4 
28th  Dec.,  1737 
21st  July,  1761 
31stMarch,18Sl 


BT  WHOM  CERTIFIED. 


Thomas  Wells. 
Thomas  Field,  of  Offley. 

Mary  Dermer,  John  Elmer, 

Tho.  Scarborow,  Thos.  Child. 
Sleap 

Rich 

William  Vale. 
John       Needham,      Henry 

Squire,  Tho.  Tickle. 


ho.  Scajrborow,Tho8.  Child, 
ap  Dermer,  John  Elmer, 
,ich.  Lane,  John  Shepperd, 


John  Elmer,  Tho.  Field, 
Thoa.  Browne. 

Wm.  Hobbs,  John  Gurner, 
Benj.  Holme,  Joseph  Ran- 
som, John  Bodaley,  Henry 
Hobbs. 

Thos.  Baas,  Thos.  Field, 
Henry  Weston. 

Nicholas  King,  Jeremiah 
Gazeley,  Tho.  Tickle. 

John  Dermer,  Wm.  Hyde. 

Wm.  Langford,  Joshua  Gray, 
J.  W.  Wayne. 


There  is  now  a  Wesleyan  chapel  here. 


PIRTON. 
Acres,  2,660  ;  pop.,  1,125 ;  value,  £275. 

As  Ickleford  was  connected  with  Pirton,  the  same  vicar 
served  both  cures.  But  the  records  of  the  Archdeaconry  of 
Huntingdon  show  that  Pirton  had  often  a  curate  of  its  own. 
While  in  1576  John  Butterfield  was  at  Ickleford,  "John 
Dunne,  curate,  B.A.,  ad  concix/nandum  kaMlis"  is  named  at 
Pirton.1  In  1610  John  Smith,  vicar,  signs  the  transcript 
register,  and  about  the  same  year  we  find  this  report,  "  Pirton, 
no  recusants ;  communicants,  eleven  score ;  patron,  Mr.  Thos. 
Docwra,  a  lawman;  value,  £100;  curate's  allowance,  £17;  Samuel 
Harding,  curate."  In  1610,  May  9th,  Elizabeth  Ansell,  of 
Pirton,  was  presented  for  not  receiving  the  Sacrament,  and  on 
December  8th  Wm.  Perkins,  of  Pirton,  was  admonished  "  that 
he   do   use   his  minister  reverently."     In  1616   Nathan ael 

«  Lambeth  MSS.,  900. 
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Lawrence  signs  as  ''curate";  Wm.  Honeycomb  and  Thos. 
Arnold,  churchwardens;  and  Lawrence  stills  signs  in  1626  as 
M  minister."  In  1624  "  Samuel  Male,  curate  of  Pirton,"  signs 
the  transcript;  John  Fletcher,  Michael  Hammond,  church- 
wardens. In  1631  "  Henry  Denne,  curate,"  appears;  Thomas 
Hanscomb,  Thos.  Prior,  churchwardens.  In  that  year  there 
were  ten  baptisms ;  in  1633  there  were  five,  one  of  which  is 
"  John,  the  son  of  Henry  Denne,  baptized  May  29th."  Henry 
Denne  still  signs  in  1640,  in  which  year  twelve  baptisms 
are  recorded.1  In  1636,  in  a  ship-money  return,  Thomas  A. 
Rotheram  is  assessed  in  Ickleford  for  £1  6s.  8d.,  and  Mr. 
Denne,  of  Pirton,  paid  nothing.2  It  is  evident  that  Pirton 
was  not  in  those  days  so  neglected  as  we  find  it  afterwards, 
when  "down  to  the  year  1851  the  village  was  in  a  most 
deplorable  state,"  i.e.,  as  regards  the  State-provided  ministry, 
"  for  there  being  no  parsonage-house  the  duties  were  entrusted 
to  a  curate,  who  was  frequently  absent  from  his  charge."  8 

Henry  Denne  had  been  educated  at  Cambridge  University, 
and  was  ordained  by  the  Bishop  of  St.  David's  in  1630.  He 
enjoyed  the  living  of  Pirton  about  ten  years,  and  being  a 
more  frequent,  eccentric,  and  lively  preacher  than  most  of 
the  clergy  of  those  times,  he  was  greatly  beloved  and  respected 
by  his  parishioners.  In  1641  there  was  a  visitation  held  at 
Baidock,  and  Mr.  Denne  was  fixed  upon  to  preach  the  sermon. 
He  entertained  them  with  an  uncommon  discourse,  exposing 
the  sin  of  persecution,  the  vices  of  the  clergy,  and  the  corrup- 
tions in  doctrine  and  worship  of  the  Established  Church.  The 
vices  of  the  clergy  denounced  are  their  pride,  their  covetous- 
ness,  their  pluralities,  their  non-residence.  In  1643  he  professed 
himself  a  Baptist,  was  baptized  by  immersion  in  London,  and 
joined  Mr.  Lamb's  church  in  Coleman  Street.  He  wrote  (as 
we  have  seen)  in  defence  of  John  Bunyan  a  reply  to  Dr.  Smith, 
of  Cambridge. 

"  Upon  thos  changing  his  opinion,  he  was,  in  the  year  1644,  apprehended 
in  Cambridgeshire  by  the  Committee  of  that  county,  and  sent  to  jail  for 
preaching  against  infant  baptism  and  presuming  to  baptize  those  again 
who  had  received  no  other.     After  he  had  been  confined  some  time, 

i  All  the  above  are  from  the  Acta  of  Dom.  Chas.  I.,  vol.  ccclL,  No.  84.  See 
the  Archd.  of  Huntingdon  at  Hitchin.  also  toL  cclxxxvi.,  No.  1  F.  foL  13. 

*  Onaaan*     ffitnkm    o.  22 ;  S.   P.  O.  »  Cussans,  Hitchin,  p.  22. 
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through  the  intercession  of  his  friends  his  case  was  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  Parliament,  and  he  was  sent  up  to  London  and  kept  prisoner  in 
Peterhouse  Prison  in  Aldersgate  Street  till  the  Committee  heard  his  case 
and  released  him.  In  1645  he  obtained  the  parish  of  Elsly,  in  Cambridge- 
shire, where  he  preached  publicly  in  the  church,  and  enjoyed  the  means 
belonging  to  it  for  some  time.  He  was  apprehended  a  second  time  in 
1646  at  Spalding,  in  Lincolnshire,  and  soon  after,  quitting  his  living,  he 
went  into  the  army  and  took  upon  him  the  profession  of  the  soldier  as 
well  as  the  divine.  His  dispute  with  Dr.  Gunning  in  St.  Clement's, 
Temple  Bar,  1658,  was  printed.  He  died  soon  after  the  Restoration, 
and  upon  his  grave  was  put,  by  a  clergyman  of  his  acquaintance,  this 
epitaph : — 

"  To  tell  his  wisdom,  learning,  goodness,  unto  men, 
I  need  to  say  no  more,  but  here  lies  Henry  Denne."  * 

Denne  was  succeeded  by  T.  A.  Rotheram,  of  whom  we  have 
spoken  in  connection  with  IckJeford.  He  was  a  bitter  oppo- 
nent of  Denne's,  and  wrote  against  him.  He  was  followed  by 
John  Walker,  who  in  1646  signs  the  petition  of  Herts  ministers. 


1  Neal'a  History  of  the  Puritans,  . 
134 ;  Crosby's  History  of  the  English 
Baptists,  i.  221,  297—307.  Here  may  be 
seen  an  extract  from  his  Baldock  sermon 
and  a  list  of  his  works.  a  His  son,  John 
Dennr,  followed  the  Remonstrants  with 
regard  to  the  doctrine  of  universal  re* 
demption,  but  was  like  his  father  in  his 
seal  for  what  he  believed  to  be  the  mind 
of  Christ.  His  ministry  was  chiefly  in 
the  counties  of  Huntingdon  and  Cam- 
bridge ;  and  to  those  to  whom  he  minis- 
tered in  those  counties  he  dedicated  in 
1699  a  discourse,  entitled  Glad  Tidings  of 
Peace."— Orosby,  iii  114.  The  above 
statement  regarding  Henry  Denne's 
imprisonment  needs  qualification.  He 
was  frequently  apprehended  and  brought 
before  the  justices,  but  he  was  never 
long  in  jail.  He  was  most  active  in 
preaching  in  various  places.  Edwards 
iGangrama,  i.  70)  says  : — "There  is  one 
Mr.  Henry  Denne,  a  great  Sectary,  who 
lives  at  Elsly,  Cams,  of  late  years  an 
Anabaptist,  a  great  Antinomian,  a  des- 
perate Arminian. ...  He  was  re-baptized 
by  a  mechanic,  and  made  member  of 
liamb'a  church,  which  meets  in  Bell 
Alley,  in  Coleman  Street.  He  was  sent 
forth  by  Lamb's  church  into  Beds,  Cams, 
and  those  parts  to  preach  universal 
grace,  and  to  re-baptize;  and  he  did 
much  mischief  in  those  parts,  for  which 
he  was  committed  by  the  Com"*  of  Cam- 
bridge, but  by  means  of  one  Mr.  Dis- 
borough,  a  sequestrator,  the  business 
was  put  over  to  a  Com1**  of  Parliament ; 


and  being  by  them  committed  to  Peter- 
house,  after  a  while  he  was  dismissed, 
and  went  down  to  Elsly,  where  he  preach- 
eth  openly  in  the  parish  church,  having 
the  power  of  that  church,  and  the  means 
belonging  to  it.  .  .  .  This  Denne  preach  - 
eth  much  against  Tithes,  whereby  he 
draws  the  people  after  him.  He  hath 
put  down  all  singing  of  psalms  in  his 
church,  etc. "  "  In  December  last  (1645) 
came  down  Mr.  Den,  with  Lamb,  to 
Rochester.  .  .  .  Den  preached  to  about 
eight  score  ;  then  he  went  to  Canter- 
bury ;  in  his  travels  also  he  dipped  many, 
one  of  which  being  of  the  town  of 
Chatham  fell  desperately  sick  upon  it, 
but  whether  dead  or  no,  that  I  could  not 
learn  "  (p.  181).  •*  This  man  goes  up  and 
down  the  countries  spreading  his  corrupt 
opinions  and  dipping.  ...  I  have  the 
examinations  taken  before  the  J.P.'s. . . . 
Anne  Jarret,  of  Spalding,  June  22nd, 
1646,  saith :— *  On  Wednesday  last,  in  the 
night  about  eleven  or  twelve  of  the 
clock,  the  servants  of  John  Mackernesse 
did  call  me  out  to  go  with  them  to  the 
little  Croft,  .  .  .  and  being  come  to  the 
river  side.  Master  Denne  went  into  the 
water,  and  there  did  baptize  Ann  Stennet, 
Anne  Smith,' "  etc.  (Part  iii.,  86, 87).  "  I 
was  informed,  for  certain,  that  Mr.  Den 
is  turned  carter,  and  goes  to  cart,  hold- 
ing that  erroneous  opinion  that  ministers 
must  work  with  their  hands,  and  follow 
some  worldly  calling;  and  that  Den 
hath  driven  a  cart  upon  the  highway  to 
London  "  (i.  182). 
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The  Commissioners  of  1650  report  that  Lady  Eleanor  Douglas, 
of  Pirton  parsonage,  received  all  the  tithes,  and  maintained  a 
preaching  minister  unto  six  months  past,  but  that  then  it  was 
destitute.1  The  next  vicar  whom  we  find  named  is  John 
Savage  in  1670. 
The  following  is  a  list  of  the  ministers  here,  1576 — 1670  : — 

1576.  John  Dunne,  curate.  1631.  Henry  Denne. 

1610.  John  Smith,  vicar.  1643.  T.  A.  Rotheram. 

1616.  Nathanael  Lawrence.  1670.  John  Savage. 
1624.  Samuel  Male. 

In  1663,  October  30th,  Thomas  Vauxe,  of  Pirton,  was  pre- 
sented "for  not  paying  his  tax  to  the  repair  of  his  parish  church; 
Thos.  Handscombe,  Wm.  Pryor,  John  Field  for  the  like." 
16th  September,  1674,  Thos.  White,  of  Pirton,  was  presented 
"for  inscribing  texts  of  Scripture  in  the  chancel  over  the 
Communion-table,  '  Te  worship  ye  know  not  what/  and  over 
the  door,  'In  vain  do  ye  worship  me.'  He  never  comes  to 
the  church  service  or  Sacrament."8 

Upon  the  Declaration  of  Indulgence  1672,  these  licences 
were  granted : — 

"  To  Robert  Collison,  of  Pirton,  to  be  a  Baptist  teacher,  November 
18th,  1672." 

"To  Thomas  Silly,  of  Pirton,  in  Hertfordshire,  to  be  a  Baptist 
teacher,  November  18th,  1672. " 

41  To  Thos.  Vauxe,»  of  Pirton,  to  be  a  Baptist  teacher." 

"  The  house  of  Thomas  Carter,  of  Pirton,  licensed  as  a  place  of  meeting 
for  Baptists." 

After  the  passing  of  the  Toleration  Act,  we  find  the  following 
places  for  religious  worship  certified  to  the  Archdeacon  of 
Huntingdon : — 

1.  "  This  is  to  certifie  .  .  .  that  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters 
design  to  meet  for  religions  worship  at  an  house  at  the  Little  Green,  in 
Purton,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  inhabited  by  John  Groom,  10th  May, 
1717.  John  Groom,  Joseph  Willsher,  Joseph  Pilgrim.  Reg.  18th  May, 
1717." 

2.  "  December  21st,  1733.  This  is  to  certifie  that  a  congregation  of 
Protestant  Dissenters  design  to  meet  for  religions  worship  at  the  house 

1  Lambeth  MSS.,  Survey  of  1660.   The  8  "  Vauxe  was  afterwards  (1687)  pastor 

jurors  for  Pirton  were  John  Roberts  and  of  Broadmead,  Bristol,  and  died  in  1693." 

Thos.  Mann.  — Ivimey,  ii.  640. 

1  Acta,  Archdeaconry  of  Huntingdon. 
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of  John  Hudson,  at  Pirton.      Robinson  Chamberlain,  Thos.  Nicholls, 
Thos.  Beaachamp.     Reg.  29th  December,  1733. " 

3.  "  These  are  to  certify  that  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters 
do  intend  to  meet  for  religious  worship  at  the  house  of  John  Osban,  in 
the  parish  of  Pirton,  September  18th,  1734.  Richd.  Ravens,  Nicholas 
King,  Edw.  Pakes,  Thos.  Tickle.    Reg.  September  19th,  1734." 

4.  "  These  are  to  certify  that  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters 
do  intend  to  meet  for  religious  worship  at  the  house  of  Jane  Hobbs,  in 
the  parish  of  Pirton,  27th  May,  1751.  Saml.  James,  Jno.  Williams,  Wm. 
Chapman.    Reg.  27th  May,  1751." 

5.  u  These  are  to  certify  that  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters 
do  intend  to  meet  for  religious  worship  at  the  house  of  John  Hudson,  in 
the  parish  of  Pirton.  John  Foster,  Thos.  Ward,  Jno.  Dermer.  Reg. 
23rd  March,  1762." 

6.  "  These  are  to  certify  that  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters 
do  intend  to  meet  for  religious  worship  at  the  house  of  Edw.  Law,  situate 
at  Pirton,  April  23rd,  1775.     John  Geard,  Wm.  Thomas,  Thos.  Button." 

7.  "  Pirton.  Dwelling-house  of  T.  Kingsley  for  Protestant  Dissenters, 
April  25th,  1814.  W.  Hodson,  Jno.  Woolston,  Thos.  Kingsley,  Saml. 
Jarvis." 

8.  "  Pirton.  Dwelling-house  of  Jno.  Throssell  for  Protestant  Dissenters, 
April  7th,  1818.    John  Throssell." 

9.  "  Pirton.  Building  of  James  Dawson  for  Protestant  Dissenters, 
October  3rd,  1826.    Geo.  Garratt,  John  Throssell,  Jas.  Dawson." 

10.  Pirton.  House  of  Saml.  Allen  for  Protestants,  July  1st,  1832. 
Certified  by  Wm.  Davies." 


KING'S  WALDEN. 
Acres,  4,180  ;  pop.,  1,136  ;  value,  £82. 

Thomas  Richardson  is  described  as  curate  here  and  ad 
c<mciona,ndum  habilis  in  1576.1  Michael  Hall,  curate,  signs  the 
transcripts  from  1610  to  1626.      In  1614  this  report  occurs  : — 

"King's  Walden.  There  are  no  recusants  in  our  town.  There  are 
260  communicants.  Our  church  living  is  impropriate,  and  in  the  hands 
of  those  rich  and  able  men  whose  names  follow  written,  Mr.  Richard 
Spencer,  Mr.  Hale,  Mr.  Errington,  Thos.  Crawley,  Thos.  Rigg,  Thos. 

Yonge,  Wm.  Cooke,  Edward .     The  minister's  living  is  but  a  poor 

stipend  of  £12  by  the  year,  with  the  offerings,  christenings,  marriages, 
and  burials.  Michael  Hall,  curate,  a  preacher,  but  not  licensed,  a 
Bachelor  of  Arts.1' 

In  1630  "Thomas  Owen,  curate,"  signs,  probably  the  same 
who  appears  at  Bramfield  in  1650,  and  at  Sandridge  1661. 

»  Lambeth  MSS.,  900. 
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In  1635  "  Simon  Smethe,  minister,"  signs.1  In  1633,  March 
11th,  Wm.  Godfty,  of  King's  Walden,  is  presented  for  "going 
with  his  horses  all  forenoon  upon  the  Feast  of  the  Annunciation 
of  the  Blessed  Virgin  Mary."  In  1635,  May  28th,  Thos.  Rudd 
is  presented  "  for  not  receiving  the  Holie  Communion ;  neither 
is  he  satisfied  in  his  conscience  to  receive  the  same  kneeling/' 
Enoch  Avis,  presented  for  the  same  offence.  Smeth  appears 
at  St.  Stephen's  in  1650,  and  at  Walkern,  where  he  died,  in  1678. 
In  1641  Ralph  Battell  signs,  who  was  the  conforming  vicar  at 
All  Saints',  Hertford,  in  1662.  From  1668  to  1677  "  William 
Sherlock,  minister,"  appears. 
The  following  is  a  list  of  the  ministers  from  1576 — 1662  : — 
1576.  Thomas  Richardson.  1635.  Simon  Smeth. 

1610.  Michael  Mall,  curate.  1641.  Ralph  Battell. 

1630.  Thomas  Owen,  curate.  1668.  Wm.  Sherlock. 

In  1650  the  Commissioners  to  inquire  touching  Church 
livings  report  that  this  is  a  rectory  and  vicarage  both  impro- 
priate, that  they  were  granted  by  Edward  I.  to  Sir  Ralph 
Sadleir,  Kt.,  then  conveyed  to  Rowland  Hale  and  several  others, 
and  that  £12  per  annum  had  been  allowed  for  several  years 
past  for  the  serving  of  the  cure. 

The  following  places  of  meeting  in  this  parish  were  certified 
to  Quarter  Sessions  and  to  the  Archdeacon  of  Huntingdon  for 
Protestant  Dissenters : — 

1.  "No.  59,  King's  Walden.  Certified  by  Thos.  Young,  of  Kings 
Walden,  Midsummer  Session,  1692." 

2.  "No.  70,  King's  Walden.  Certified  by  Joseph  Young,  Easter,  1693." 

3.  "  These  are  to  certifie  . .  .  that  assemblies  for  Divine  worship  of  certain 
Dissenters,  commonly  called  Congregational,  are  designed  to  be  kept  at 
the  mansion-house  of  Daniel  Young,  of  Coldhams,  in  the  parish  of  King's 
Walden,  16th  October,  1694.  Daniel  Young,  Nathaniel  Young,  Thos. 
Young,  John  Field." 

4.  "This  is  to  certifie  that  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters 
design  to  meet  for  religious  worship  in  a  dwelling-house  situate  in  Breach- 
wood  Green,  in  the  parish  of  King's  Walden,  inhabited  by  John  Lawrence, 
9th  December,  1729.  Thos.  Crawley,  Fra.  Robinson,  Jeremiah  Gazley. 
Eeg.  December  13th,  1729." 

i  John  Gotteridge,  Ricbd.  Burr,  John  28th  August.      1637,    William,  son    of 

Welch,  wardens.     These  registers  are  Simon  Smeth,   buried  September  8th. 

worthy  of  note :    "  1624,  John   Welles  1638,  Thos.,  son  of  Simon    and    Ann 

and  I&Lith  Hall  married  28th  January.  Smeth,  baptized  February  24th  ;  buried 

1623-4,  Mr.  Richard  Hale  buried  29th  March  16th.  1640.    1641.  Mr.  Wm.  .Hale, 

January.    1634,  Mr.  Wm.  Hale  buried  Esq.,  burled  July  23rd7 
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5.  "  These  are  to  certify  that  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters 

do  intend  to  meet  for  worship  at  the  house  of ,  in  the  parish  of 

King's  Walden,  January  17th,  1729.     Nicholas  King,  Thos.  Crawley. 
Beg.  January  21st,  1729." 

6.  "  These  are  to  certify  that  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters 
do  intend  to  meet  for  religious  worship  at  the  house  of  Edw.  Tinpin,  in 
the  parish  of  King's  Langley,  January  17th,  1729.  Nich.  King,  Thos. 
Crawley.    Beg.  January  21st,  1729." 

7.  "  This  is  to  certify  that  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters  do 
design  to  meet  at  the  house  of  the  widow  Gotheridge,  in  Preston,  in  the 
parish  of  King's  Walden,  for  religious  worship,  15th  September,  1730. 
Jeremiah  Gazley,  Benjn.  Gotheridge,  John  Caine.  Beg.  September  17th, 
1730." 

8.  "  These  are  to  certify  that  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters 
intend  to  meet  for  religious  worship  in  the  outhouse  of  a  dwelling-house 
in  the  parish  of  King's  Walden,  inhabited  by  John  Pancoast,  13th  June, 
1732.  Nicholas  King,  James  Cocks,  Thos.  Crawley.  Beg.  June  15th, 
1732." 

9.  "  These  are  to  certify  that  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters 
do  intend  to  meet  for  religious  worship  at  the  house  of  Wm.  Laman,  at 
Frogmore,  in  the  parish  of  King's  Walden,  16th  November,  1732.  Wm. 
Laman,  Thos.  Bobotham,  John  Bon,  Chas.  Neives,  Bichd.  Baldock. 
Beg.  22nd  November,  1732." 

10.  "These,  etc.,  at  the  dwelling-house  of  Edward  Folkes,  in  the  parish 
of  King's  Walden,  January  21st,  1743.  Jeremiah  Gazley,  John  Lawrence, 
James  Lawrence.    Beg.  31st  January,  1 743." 

11.  "We  .  .  .  desire  that  a  barn  in  the  parish  of  King's  Walden,  now 
in  the  occupation  of  John  Graves,  may  be  registered  as  a  place  of  religious 
worship  for  Protestant  Dissenters,  8th  November,  1787.  John  Geard, 
Jos.  Button,  Danl.  Field.  Beg.  December  18th,  1787.  Wm.  Wilshere, 
junior,  deputy  registrar. 

12.  "King's  Walden.  The  house  of  John  Butterfield  certified  for 
Protestant  Dissenters.  T.  J.  Wren,  Henry  Biggs,  Jas.  Pryor,  John 
Butterfield.    Beg.  13th  April,  1827." 

13.  "  King's  Walden.  House  of  Henry  Biggs  for  Protestant  Dissenters, 
-certified  22nd  November,  1831.  John  Brett  Biggs,  Henry  Biggs,  Jno. 
W.  Wayne." 

14.  King's  Walden.  House  of  Danl.  Figgiss  certified  for  Protestant 
Dissenters,  March  30th,  1835,  by  John  Brett  Bigg,  Henry  Biggar." 


INTERIOR  OF  BISHOP'S  STORTFORD  CHURCH.1 

VI.   HUNDRED  OF  BRAUGH1NG. 

OF  the  thirteen  parishes  in  this  Hundred,  all  but  one,  namely 
Westmill,  were  in  the  Archdeaconry  of  Middlesex ;  West- 
mill  was  in  that  of  Huntingdon. 

BR AUG HI NO. 
Acres,  4,322  ;  pop.,  1,021 ;  value,  £260. 

The  name  of  John  Brograve,  of  Hammels,  in  this  parish, 
appears  among  the  signatures  to  a  letter  to  Oliver  Cromwell 
from  the  Commissioners  nominated  by  him  in  the  county  of 
Hertford  to  promote  the  public  peace  and  weal.  The  letter  is 
dated  "  Hertford,  this  3rd  of  March,  1655,"  and  is  as  follows : — 

1  From  Cussan's  History  of  Hertfordshire, 
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"  May  it  please  your  Highness  to  accept  this  humble  earnest  of  affection 
and  a  duty  from  us,  who  by  virtue  of  particular  letters  received  from 
Major  Packer  intimating  your  Highness1  pleasure  that  wee  meete  at  con- 
venient tyme  and  place  for  the  putting  in  execution  certain  your  orders 
and  instructions  for  serving  the  peace  of  the  Commonwealth  and  par- 
ticularly of  this  county ;  wherein  we  have  (amongst  others)  the  honour 
by  you  to  be  nominated  Commissioners.  That  in  order  hereto  we  have 
now  twice  mett  and  heard  read  the  several  commissions  of  your  Highness 
herein  constituting  and  appointing  the  Lord  Fleetwood  (Deputy  of 
Ireland)  Major-General  of  this  county,  a  person  so  acceptable  and  well- 
pleasing  to  and  amongst  us  that  we  do  unf eignedly  profess  there  could 
none  have  been  nominated  more  welcome  or  received  with  greater  affec- 
tion and  good  will.  And  uppon  the  reading  of  the  several  commissions 
with  the  instructions  and  directions  hereunto  appertaining  (from  your 
Highness  to  him  and  us  directed)  wee  must  needs  acknowledge  (and  bless 
God  for)  your  Highness  greate  zeale  and  unfailing  care,  very  eminently 
tending  to  the  support  of  Godliness,  and  indeed  the  only  meanes  (that  we 
can  discerne)  left  for  the  securing  the  (much  maligned)  peace  of  this 
Commonwealth.  And  doe  in  all  sincerity  profess  that  in  our  stations 
and  places  wee  looke  uppon  it  as  a  duty  much  incumbent  uppon  us  to  bee 
assisting  to  your  highness  that  you  neither  faint  nor'  wax  weary  in  your 
very  greate  and  important  undertakings,  but  may  continue  steady  and 
strong,  upon  the  discomfiture  of  all  God's  enemyes  who,  either  abroade 
or  within  this  Commonwealth,  shall  oppose  the  power  of  Godliness,  or 
design  the  breach  of  our  present  peace.  And  further,  at  present  wee 
dare  not  bee  troublesome,  onely  we  beseech  God  that  His  mercy  and 
kindness  may  still  environ  you  ;  and  wee  continue  to  bee,  your  Highness 
most  humble  servants.  Hertford,  this  3rd  of  March,  1655.  John  Marsh, 
John  Reade,  Will.  Packer,  John  King,  John  Brograve,  Francis 
White,  A.  Washington,  Henry  Blount,  Alexander  Weld,  Ri. 
Combe,  Halban  Coxe,  Will.  Disher,  William  Coxe,  Daniel  Nicoll, 
Antho.  Spinage,  Wm.  Hickmann,  Will.  Marsh,  John  Kensey,  John 
Gladman,  Tho.  Empson,  Wm.  Turner,  John  Edlin,  Ralph  Gladman, 
Will.  Reeve.  To  his  Highness  Oliver,  Lord  Protector  of  ye  Common- 
wealth of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  and  the  Dominions  and  Terri- 
toryes  hereunto  belonging  this  humbly  present. " » 

1  Bodleian  Lib.  MS.,  Rawlinson  A.  36,  distempers/'  and  recommending;  Alban 

fol.  117.    Given  by  Birch  in  the  Thurloe  Cox  for  the  post.    Sir  Johx  Read  was 

Paper*,  vol.  iv.,  573.    William  Packer  the  son  of  Thomas  Read,  of  Brocket 

was  Major,  and  afterwards  Colonel  in  Hall,  and  owned  the  Manor  of  Minsden, 

the  army,  M.P.  for  Hertford  borough  in  in  Hitchin.    John  Marsh,  of  Shenley, 

1659,  but  deprived  of  his  commission  by  was  J.P.  for  the  liberty  of  St.  Albans, 

Charles  II.    There  is  among  the  Thurloe  and  is  named  by  Clutterbuck  (i.  46)  with 

Papers  (Birch's  ed.,   v.  409)    a   letter  John  King  of  the  borough  of  St.  Albans, 

a  from  Major-General  Packer  to  the  Pro-  and  Alban  Cox,  of  Beamonts,  as  having 

tector,  about  raising  a  regiment  for  the  purchased  the  Gate  House  of  St.  Albans, 

county,"  in  which  he  says  that  Colonel  John  Kino  of  St.  Albans,  and  William 

Marsh   declines   the  office   of   Colonel  Hickman,  parishioner    of  St.  Peter's. 

"  owing  to  the  indisposition  of  his  body,  were  charged  (see  Acta  of  Archd.  of  St. 

being  old  and  much  weakened  with  many  Albans)  with  "  eight  years  since  taking 
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All  these  were  men  of  weight  and  respectability  at  the  time, 
and  among  them  Sir  John  Brograve,  of  Hammels,  in  Braughing, 
was  one  of  the  most  distinguished.  Oliver  the  Protector  was 
well  supported  in  the  county.  They  address  him  not  with 
fulsome  adulation,  but  with  unfeigned  respect,  and  pledge 
themselves  to  support  him. 

William  Moore  was  vicar  of  Braughing  in  1620.1  In  1638 
he  was  succeeded  by  William  Archer,  who  was  sequestered 
by  the  Parliament,  and  was  followed  by  Samuel  Coe.  The 
Commissioners  of  1650  (by  their  jurors,  Henry  Edmunds  and 
Henry  Randall)  report  that  Samuel  Coe  is  minister,  that  the 
parsonage  is  worth  £50,  and  that  one-fifth  is  paid  to  the 
sequestration.  William  Coe,  minister  (probably  the  father  of 
Samuel),  resided  at  King's  Langley,  and  had  his  children 
baptized  there  in  1578-80.  Samuel  Coe  remained  here  till 
1660,  when  he  was  ejected  to  make  way  for  William  Archer 
again,  who  died  that  same  year,  and  was  succeeded  by 
Nicholas  Smyth  (of  the  Smyth  family  at  Harpenden),  who 
was  here  twenty  years.     Samuel  Coe  afterwards  conformed 


away  a  great  brass  font "  from  the  Abbey. 
Francis  White  was  probably  the 
"Major  White  at  Dunbar"  mentioned 
by  Cromwell  (Carlyle's  Cromwell,  ii.  191). 
Adam  Washington,  of  Beaches,  Brent 
Pelham,  is  ppoken  of  to  Cromwell  by 
Major-General  Packer  as  "Colonel 
Washington,  a  very  honest-hearted 
man."  Sir  Henry  Blount,  of  Titten- 
hanger,  was  one  of  four  sons  of  Sir  T.  P. 
Blount,  of  Ridge.  Alexander  Weld, 
of  Grumbalds,  Ware  {ob.  19th  Aug.,  1670, 
aged  77,  was  J. P.  for  the  county).  Sir 
Richard  Combe,  of  the  Bury,  Hemel 
Hemsted,  was  buried  13th  April,  167$, 
and  "  died  very  poor."  Alban  Cox  was 
M.P.  for  8t.  Albans  during  the  Common- 
wealth. William  Dish  kr,  of  Cheshunt, 
was  given  a  commission  I  y  Charles  II. 
in  1660.  William  Cox,  of  Porters,  in 
the  parish  of  Shenlev,  married  a  daugh- 
ter or  niece  of  Abel  ^Ewer,  of  Hill  Bide, 
Ridge.  Daniel  Nicoll  is  named  in  the 
Acta  as  of  Elstree,  and  in  1684  was  pre- 
sented for  refusing  to  receive  the  sacra- 
ment as  administered  in  the  establish- 
ment. Anthony  Spinaoe,  of  Cheshunt, 
had  his  house  licensed  for  preaching,  in 
1672.  Captain  William  Marsh  was 
of  Pricklers,  Chipping  Barnet.  John 
Kensky  is  named  in  Whitelock  (Me- 
morials, 662)  as  one  of  the  Commissioners 
for  surveying  Sherwood  forest,  in  1657. 


He  probably  belonged  to  Barley  (Clutter- 
buck,  iii.  332).  John  Gladman  is  named 
as  Captain  Gladman  by  Whitelock  (p. 
467),  and  Ralph  Gladman  was  mayor 
of  St.  Albans  in  1652  (Clutterbuck,  i.  52). 
Thomas  Empson  was  one  of  Cromwell's 
own  regiment  (Carlyle,  ii.  165).  "Re- 
ceive Capt.  Empson  lovingly,"  whites 
Cromwell,  1650 ;  "  he  is  a  good  man  and 
a  good  officer."  William  Turner  was 
mayor  of  Hertford  in  165S,  and  again  in 
1657-8.  John  Edlin  was  of  Northcote. 
in  Northchurch  parish,  and  was  buried 
at  Northchurch.  William  Rbbve  was 
returned  M.P.  for  the  county  of  Hertford 
in  1653,  together  with  Henry  Lawrence, 
who  was  also  a  leading  Commissioner. 
Sir  Richard  Lucy,  "  whose  name  was 
left  out  by  mistake,"  was  also  appointed 
one  of  these  Commissioners  (S.P.O. 
Calendar,  Domestic,  1655-6,  Feb.  22nd). 
And  Wm.  Packer  writes  : — u  If  the  com- 
mission for  Herts  be  not  yet  sent  down, 
be  pleased  to  add  one  Richard  God- 
frey as  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  that 
county,  he  being  a  very  godly  and  an 
able  man,  and  living  in  a  corner  where 
there  is  great  need."  (Thurloe  State 
Papen,  v.  187,  ed.  Birch.) 

1  Newcourt.  Repcrtorium,  where  lists 
of  the  incumbents  of  the  parishes  will 
be  found  complete  save  during  the  inter- 
val, 1640—1660. 
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and  went  to  Albury,  where  we  find  him  instituted  on  Novem- 
ber 20th,  1662.  In  1665  John  Gill  and  Jeremiah  Pilgrim,  of 
Braughing,  were  presented  for  not  receiving  the  Communion. 
In  1666  Thomas  Sheppard  was  presented  for  not  receiving 
the  Communion  and  not  having  his  child  baptized.1  After  the 
passing  of  the  Toleration  Act  the  following  places  of  meeting 
for  Divine  worship  were  certified  by  Protestant  Dissenters : — 

1.  "No.  12.  The  house  of  John  Brett,  at  Braughing,  certified  by 
Robert  Billio,  preacher,  29th  April,  1691." 

2.  "No.  57.  Braughing.  A  place  certified  by  Jeremiah  Mills,  of 
Braughing,  at  Easter  Sessions,  1692." 

3.  "No.  1,168.  House  at  Braughing  certified  by  Thomas  Dodkins,  of 
Braughing,  6th  January,  1820." 

4.  "No.  1,169.  House  at  Braughing  certified  by  Ben.  Wright,  of 
Braughing,  6th  January,  1820." 

5.  "  Braughing.  The  house  of  Edmund  Lawrence  for  Protestants, 
certified  October  25th,  1834,  by  Ed.  Lawrence." 2 

The  Congregationalists  here  date  their  church  organization 
from  the  year  1691,  when  Robert  Billio,  preacher,  certified 
a  place  for  Divine  worship.  He  was  ejected  in  1662  from 
Wickham,  in  Essex,  and  spent  much  time  afterwards  at  Israel 
Mayo's  house,  at  Bayford.  He  had  an  able  body  and  a  strong 
voice,  and  was  a  fervent,  zealous  preacher.  He  died  at  Bacton, 
Suffolk,  April  19th,  1695,  aged  seventy-three.  He  left  two 
sons,  *both  Nonconforming  ministers, — Joseph,  at  Maiden,  in 
Essex,  and  Robert,  at  St.  Ives,  Hunts,  and  afterwards  at 
Hackney.3  In  1712  there  is  a  record  of  services  being  con- 
ducted here  in  a  barn.  In  1750,  July  4th,  Mr.  Bosworth  was 
ordained  at  Braughing.  "  1758,  June  6th,  called  upon  Mr. 
Wandsworth,  minister  of  Braughing.  1762,  July  26th,  preached 
at  Braughing,  Herts,  at  the  opening  of  Mr.  Copperwheat's  new 
meeting,  from  Acts  v.  20." 4 

44  At  one  period  the  meeting-houses  at  Braughing  and  Redhill  were 
preached  in  alternately  by  the  same  minister.  Afterwards  a  junction  of 
the  same  kind  was  formed  between  Redhill  and  Bontingford.  The. chapel 
being  built  (in  1762)  upon  the  private  property  of  an  individual,  it  was 
in  danger  of  being  lost  to  the  public,  until,  in  1802,  that  individual,  in 

>  Acta,  ArchcLof  Middlesex  at  Ohelms-  3  Palmer's  Nancon.  Memorial,  ii.  225. 

ford.  4  Br.  Gibbon's  MS.  Diary,  quoted  in 

'  Archdeaconry  of  Huntingdon,  Meet-  Wilson's  MSS,.  Dr.  Williams's  Lib. 
ing-kouse  Book. 
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extreme  old  age,  and  living  at  a  distance,  was  applied  to  by  Mr.  Chaplin, 
of  Bishop's  Stortford,  who  succeeded  in  getting  the  property  legally 
vested  in  Trust,  and  the  building  repaired.  In  the  same  year  (1802) 
Daniel  Booking  came  to  reside  at  Braughing,  and  gratuitously  preached 
here  till  his  death  in  1811.  He  was  a  truly  pious  and  exemplary  Chris- 
tian, and  a  faithful  minister.  John  Driver,  residing  at  Bishop's 
Stortford,  often  preached  gratuitously  in  connection  with  Mr.  Booking, 
who  was  very  infirm,  and  from  1811  continued  to  preach  there  twice 
every  Sabbath.   In  1812  the  church  was  formed  under  his  pastoral  care." ' 

The  following  is  the  succession  of  ministers : — 

1691.  Robert  BUUo.  1832—1841.  W.  H.  Woodward. 

1750.  Mr.  Bosworth.  1842.  W.  Palmer. 
1758.  Mr.  Wandsworth.  Jonah    Brooks     (entered    the 

1802—1811.  Daniel  Booking.  Established  Church  in  1852). 

1812—1829.  John  Driver,  ob.  1831.  1852—1861.  A.  Morrison. 

1829—1832.  Spencer  Webb,  of  Hert-  1862—1875.  Wm.  Murray, 

ford,  and  other  lay  preachers.  1880.  W.  Barnes. 

The  village  of  Puckeridge  is  partly  in  Braughing  and 
partly  in  Standon  parishes.  A  Chapel  was  built  in  1832, 
which  seats  200;  the  ground  was  purchased  by  David 
Simpson,  of  London  (son  of  David  Simpson,  M.A.,  author  of 
the  Plea  for  Religion),  who  also  gave  the  pulpit  and  the 
Communion  service.  The  chapel  was  originally  erected  at 
Datch worth,  but  there  being  little  prospect  of  a  congregation, 
the  Dissenters  at  Braughing  purchased  and  set  it  up  here.  A 
Sunday  School  was  begun  in  1812.  Obed  Parker  was  here 
in  1832.  Then  W.  EL  Woodward  and  his  successors  named 
above.* 

EA8TWICK. 
Acres,  810 ;  pop.,  95 ;  value,  £300. 

Daniel  Dyke,  M.A.,  of  Cambridge,  son  of  Jeremy  Dyke, 
Puritan  minister  of  Epping,  in  Essex,  nephew  of  Daniel 
Dyke,  B.D.,  and  grandson  of  William  Dyke,  of  St  Michael's, 
in  St.  Albans,  and  Hemel  Hemsted,  was  minister  of  this  parish 
during  the  Commonwealth.  He  was  born  at  Epping  1617i 
graduated  at  Cambridge,  and  was  episcopally  ordained  The 
following  minute  of  the  Committee  for  Plundered  Ministers 

1  Letter  of  Wm.  Chaplin,  of  Bishop's  *  Walter  and  Joshua  Wilson's  MSS. 

Stortford,   to  Joshua   Wilson  of  Tun-       as  before, 
bridge  Wells,  1820  ;  kindly  lent  by  Miss 
M.  E.  Wilson. 


B&A0GHIHG.]  BRAUGHING.  675 

shows  that  this  living  was  sequestered  from  John  Hill  and 
given  to  Dyke : —  ■ 

"October  18th,  1645.  Whereas  the  rectory  of  the  parish  church  of 
Eastwick,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  is  and  standeth  sequestered  from 
John  Hill  to  the  use  of  Daniel  Dike,  who  is  since  removed  to  the 
church  of  Matthew,  Friday  Street,  London,  It  is  ordered  that  the  said 
rectory  of  Eastwick  shall  from  henceforth  stand  sequestered  to  the  use 
of  Joshua  Kirby,  M.A.,  a  godly  and  orthodox  divine,  who  is  hereby 
required  forthwith  to  officiate  the  cure  of  the  said  church,  and  preach 
diligently  to  the  parishioners  there." ' 

From  this  it  appears  that  in  1645  Daniel  Dyke  left  East- 
wick for  a  short  time,  and  became  minister  of  Matthew's,  Friday 
Street,  London,  where  Burton  (who  with  Prynne  and  Bast- 
wick  lost  his  ears  in  the  pillory)  had  been  pastor.  As  to 
Joshua  Kirby,  be  was  born  in  London,  educated  at  Oxford, 
and  lost  a  good  living  for  refusing  to  take  the  Engagement, 
after  which  he  went  northward,  and  was  ejected  from  Wake- 
field, where  he  died,  June  12th,  1676.  He  was  a  solid, 
substantial  preacher,  and  a  great  Scripturist ;  a  man  of  extra- 
ordinary sanctity  and  exactness.2  He  did  not  long  preach 
at  Eastwick,  for  already,  in  1646,  Dyke  reappears,  and  we  have 
the  following  minutes : — 

"  18th  April,  1646.  It  is  this  day  ordered  that  Mr.  Dike,  to  whom  the 
rectory  of  Eastwick,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  was  lately  sequestered, 
do  show  cause  to  this  Com*0  on  May  7th  next  ensuing,  wherefore  he 
payeth  not  unto  the  children  of  John  Hill,  from  whom  the  said  rectory 
is  sequestered,  a  fifth  part,  according  to  the  former  order  of  this  Com*% 
which  became  payable  during  the  time  of  his  enjoyment  of  the  said 
sequestration.'  May  23rd,  1646.  It  is  ordered  that  the  Com"*  of  Parlia- 
ment, sitting  at  Hertford,  be  desired  to  examine  what  cause  can  be 
shown  why  the  children  of  Mr.  Hills,  from  whom  the  rectory  of  East- 
wick, in  the  county  of  Hertford,  is  sequestered,  should  not  have  a  fifth 
part  of  the  profits  of  the  said  rectory  for  their  maintenance,  and  to  hear 
what  shall  be  said  in  the  behalf  of  the  said  children,  calling  before  them 
and  examining  the  witnesses  on  both  sides  in  the  premises,  and  to  certify 
the  said  cause  and  the  saying  of  these  witnesses  to  this  Com"*." 

The  Commissioners  appointed  to  inquire  touching  Church 
livings  in  1650  report  by  their  jurors  (Thomas  Spencer  and 
George  Cromphorne)  that  this  rectory  is  worth  £90,  and  thai 
Mr.  Daniel  Dyke  is  minister.4    Dyke  was  made  about  this 

i  B.M.,  Add.  MSS.,  15,669,  385,  196.  3  Add.  MSB.,  15670,  foL  132. 

*  See   more   about  him   in   Calamy,  4  Lambeth  M8S.,  Survey*  *660,  No.  10. 

Account,  794. 
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time  one  of  Cromwell's  chaplains,  and  in  1654  was  appointed 
one  of  the  triers.  He  had  embraced  Anabaptist  views.  He 
remained  here  till  1656,  and  had  granted  him  an  augmen- 
tation : — 

"October  3rd,  1656.  These  trustees  having  by  order  of  20th  June, 
1656,  grannted  unto  Mr.  Daniel  Dike,  minister  of  East  wick,  in  the  county 
of  Hertford,  £20  a  year  out  of  Hadham,  and  £10  a  year  out  of  Sabridge- 
worth,  in  the  said  county,  to  be  acoompted  from  the  29th  September, 
1655,  of  which  the  said  Mr.  Dike  hath  received  no  fruit,  It  is  ordered 
that  the  said  order  be  from  and  after  the  25th  March  last  discharged, 
and  that  in  lieu  thereof  the  yearly  sum  of  £25  be  paid  unto  the  said 
Mr.  Dike  out  of  the  tithes  of  Albury  in  ye  said  county,  and  the  further 
yearly  sum  of  £5  out  of  the  tithes  of  Sabridgeworth  aforesaid,  to  be 
acoompted  for  from  the  said  25th  March,  and  to  be  from  time  to  time 
continued  and  paid  unto  him  for  such  time  as  he  shall  discharge  the  duty 
of  the  minister  of  the  said  place,  or  untill  further  order  of  these  trustees, 
and  Mr.  Francis  Church,  reC,  is  hereby  appointed  to  pay  the  same 
unto  him  accordingly,  provided  that  this  order  be  first  entered  with 
the  auditor.  Jo.  Thorowgood,  Edw.  Cressett,  Jo.  Pocock,  Rd.  Hall, 
R.  Sj'denham." ! 

"Thursday,  27th  November,  1656.  At  the  Councell  of  Whitehall. 
Whereas  an  augmentation  of  £30  per  an,  was  granted  to  Mr.  Daniel 
Dyke,  late  minister  of  Eastwick,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  who  is  since 
removed  from  thence,  and  Mr.  Edmond  Goodwin  is  come  unto  his  place, 
it  is  ordered  by  his  highness  the  Lord  Protector  and  the  Councell  that 
it  be  recommended  to  the  trustees  for  maintenance  of  ministers  to 
continue  the  payment  of  the  said  augmentation  to  the  said  Mr.  Edmond 
Goodwin  for  his  better  maintenance  and  encouragement.  W.  Jessop, 
clerk  of  ye  Councell.  Thursday,  12th  June,  1656,  at  ye  Councell  at 
Whitehall."2 

Dyke  thus  removed  in  1656  to  Hadham  Magna,  and  was 
succeeded  here  by  Edmond  Goodwin,  who  remained  until  the 
Act  of  Uniformity  came  into  force.  He  refused  to  conform, 
and  is  named  by  Calamy  in  his  list,  who,  however,  adds  that 
he  afterwards  conformed.3 

William  Foster,  M.A.,  was  instituted  22nd  November,  1662, 
per  cessionem  Edmundi  Goodwin.  The  following  is  a  list  of 
the  rectors  here,  1562—1662:  — 

1  Lambeth  MSB.,  Augmentations,  972,  wards  (1679)  to  the  rectory  of  Cowley, 
fol.  602.  in  Middlesex,  and  notes  that  he  is  "  the 


regnum,  I.  77,  Nov.  27,  1666.  him   in  this  latter  place,  "  Edw.  God- 

*  Newcourt,  Bepertorium.  i.  594,  826,       win,"  it  may  well  be  doubted  whether 
represents  him  as  ejected  here  in  1662,       this  is  the  same  man. 
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1562.  Roger  Byrcheley.  1645.  Joshua  Kirby. 

1582.  William  Oram.  1646.  Daniel  Dyke  again. 

1622.  John  Hill.  1656.  Edmund  Goodwin. 

1643.  Daniel  Dyke,  M.A.  1662.  William  Foster,  Conformist. 

The  following  is  the  only  certified  place  for  religious  worship 
under  the  Toleration  Act,  of  which  we  have  found  a  record : — 

101.  "  Eastwick ;   a  place  of  meeting  for  Independents  certified  by 
Thomas  Gull,  of  Eastwick,  at  Midsummer  Sessions,  1701." 


GILSTON. 
Acres,  980 ;  pop.,  272 ;  value,  £290. 

In  October  1581  articles  were  presented  to  the  Queen's 
Council  by  Thomas  Salisbury  of  Gilston  against  Henry  Chauncy, 
his  sons  Edward  and  George,  and  William  Whyskens,  accusing 
them  of  seditious  practices  in  favouring  popery,  "  concealing  a 
chest  full  of  seditious,  idolatrous,  and  popish  trash,"  and  the 
maintenance  of  one  Richard  Golding,  a  papist.1 

Sir  John  Gore  of  this  parish  may  be  named  as  a  staunch 
Puritan.  He  married  Bridget,  daughter  of  Sir  Edward  Har- 
rington, and  there  is  in  Gilston  church  a  touching  inscription 
in  memory  of  a  daughter,  Bridget : — 

"  Who,  being  the  most  desired  fruit  of  many  prayers  and  the  joy  of 
her  mother's  heart,  was  without  reluctancy  most  cheerfully  resigned  to 
God  that  gave  her,  in  the  4th  year  in  the  blossom  of  her  age,  February 
10th,  1657  ...  4  My  God  and  the  God  of  my  seed'  (Gen.  xvii.  7)." 

Sir  John  Gore  died  in  1659,  aged  sixty-one,  and  was  buried 
here.  There  is  an  epitaph  by  Bishop  Patrick  on  his  tomb.* 
Tobias  Chalfont  was  rector  here  from  1600  till  his  death 
in  1631,8  and  was  followed  by  Thomas  Love,  who  died  rector, 
and  was  buried  here  March  25th,  1639.  Next,  by  Laud's 
appointment,  came  Christopher  Webb,  also  vicar  of  Sawbridge- 
worth  (where  an  account  of  him  will  be  found),  who  was  seques- 
tered by  the  Parliament  for  his  scandalous  life.  Thomas 
Mockett,  M.A.,  was  appointed  in  his  place. 

"  On  April  5th,  1643,  an  order  for  the  sequestration  of  Gilston,  in  the 
county  of  Hertford,  from  Christopher  Webb,  rector,  to  the  use  of  Thomas 

>  Cnssans,  Braughing,  SB]  from  &.P.O.,  Essex,  from  1589  to  1600,  when  he  ex- 

Domestic  Eliz..  vol.  cli.,  No.  21.  changed  with  John  Leest."— Newcourt. 

*  Cnaaans,  Braughlng,  69.  Repertorium,  i.  827. 
»  tt  He  had  been    at  West  Ham,  in 
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Mockett,  M.A.,  a  godly,  learned,  and  orthodox  divine.91  "Whereas 
Christopher  Webb,  rector  of  Gilston,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  upon 
hearing  the  complaint  against  him  before  the  Grand  Com***  of  the  EL 
of  Commons  for  religion,  was  fully  proved  to  be  a  common  gamester  or 
common  drunkard,  and  alehouse  haunter,  negligent  of  his  cure,  uid  not 
suffering  others  to  preach  when  himself  would  not,  we  constitute  that 
Thomas  Bayford,  Samuel  Petchey,  Joseph  Foster,  Nathaniel  Spence, 
Henry  Corney,  and  Henry  Damyen,  parishioners  of  Gilston  aforesaid, 
or  any  three  of  them,  shall  have  power  to  sequester  the  parsonage,  and 
to  deliver  the  same  unto  Thomas  Mockett,  M.A.,  a  godly,  learned,  and 
orthodox  divine,  who  is  hereby  appointed  to  preach  every  Lord's  Day, 
and  to  officiate  as  rector,  etc." ' 

Thomas  Mockett,  who  was  appointed  by  Parliament  in  the 
place  of  Webb,  was  born  in  1602,  educated  at  Queen's  College, 
Cambridge,  and  was  M.A.  of  both  universities.  He  was  some 
time  chaplain  to  the  Earl  of  Bridgewater.  He  was  preacher 
at  Holt,  in  Denbighshire,  before  coming  to  Gilston.8  In  1646 
he  signed  the  petition  of  Herts  ministers  in  favour  of  govern- 
ment according  to  the  Covenant.  The  jurors  appointed  by  the 
Commissioners  to  inquire  touching  Church  livings  in  1650 
(Samuel  Petchy  and  Joseph  Foster),  "do  present  that  Mr. 
Thomas  Mockett  is  parson  of  Gilston ;  'tis  a  sequestered  living, 
and  the  house,  glebe,  and  tithing  is  valued  to  be  worth  about 
fourscore  pounds  per  annum,  out  of  which  there  is  seven  pounds 
per  annum  paid  to  Mrs.  Webb."4  He  remained  at  Gilston  till 
1660,  when  he  was  ejected  to  make  way  for  Webb,  who  was 
reinstated  in  this  living  as  well  as  Sawbridgeworth,  and  held 
both  till  his  death  in  1669.  Calamy  describes  Mockett  as  "a 
very  pious,  humble  man,"  and  gives  a  list  of  his  works.*  We 
meet  with  him  afterwards  at  Sawbridgeworth.  While  at 
Gilston  (in  November  1650)  he  published  Christmas,  the  Chris- 
tian's Grand  Feast,  in  which  he  says : — 

"  The  change  of  Pagan  idolatrous  feasts  into  Christian  was  made  by 
some  of  the  ancients,  hoping  to  draw  Pagan  idolaters  to  Christianity. 

1  Commons  Journal*,  iii.  82.  wife  snatched  it  from  his  hand  and  de- 

>  Lords  Journals,  746a  (1643).—"  Peti-  tained  it.    Prays  that  Mockett  and  his 

tion  of  Christopher  Webb,  clerk.    Peti-  wife  may  be  sent  for  to  answer  for  their 

tioner  obtained  order  for  securing  tithes,  contempt." — Hist.     MSB.   Commission, 

etc,   of  rectory  of  Gilston,  Herts,   in  7th  Report,  House  of  Lords  Calendar, 

hands  of  churchwardens,  and  went  down  July  17th,  1660. 

to  publish  the  same  in  the  church,  but  8  Calamy. 

Thos.  Mockett,  present  possessor,  would  4  Lambeth  M8&,  Survey,  1650,  No.  10; 

not  suffer  it  to  be  read.  Humphry  Gore,  Lansd.  MSS.,  459. 

J.  P.,  caused  it  to  be  read,  but  Mockett's  *  Calamy,  Continuation,  p.  531. 
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The  Church  of  Borne  was  the  author  of  this,  but  the  observance  brought 
in  all  the  heathenish  customs— drinking,  health-drinking,  gluttony,  luxury, 
wantonness,  dancing,  and  dicing  .  .  .  Christ  was  not  born  at  that  time, 
bat  probably  in  September.  The  celebration  of  the  day  is  not  justifiable 
and  warrantable,  for  Christians  who  pretend  to  honour  Christ  by  observing 
it  really  are  conforming  to  Pagan  and  Popish  customs.  The  very  name 
should  make  Christians  abhor  it — Christ-  mass,  the  masse  of  idolatry. " 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  rectors  here,  1576 — 1660 : — 

1576.  Leonard  Cole  still  here.  1639.  Christopher  Webb,  M.A. 

1580.  John  Leest,  M.A.  1643.  Thomas  Mockett,   M.A.,  Com- 

1600.  Tobias  Chalfont.  monwealth. 

1631.  Thomas  Love,  M.A.  1660.  Christopher  Webb  restored. 

We  have  failed  to  discover  the  earlier  registrations  of  places 
for  religious  worship  under  the  Toleration  Act  in  the  Arch- 
deaconry of  Middlesex.  No  doubt  there  were  many,  as  in  that 
of  Huntingdon,  where  they  have  been  preserved. 

HUNSDON. 
Acres,  1,868 ;  pop.,  526  ;  value,  £263. 

In  1552  Nicholas  Ridley,  returning  from  Cambridge,  paid  a 
casual  visit  to  the  Princess  Mary  at  Hunsdon,  in  Herts.  He 
offered  to  preach  before  her,  but  she  rejected  the  proposal  and 
bitterly  reproached  the  Reformed  Church.  From  this  interview 
he  appears  to  have  contracted  a  dislike  of  her,  and  therefore 
concurred  in  the  steps  taken  for  her  exclusion  from  the  throne. 
Here  was  the  manor  of  Henry  Carey,  Lord  Hunsdon,  kins- 
man to  Queen  Elizabeth,  who  entertained  her  twice  at  his 
house.  William  Preston  was  rector  here  in  1576.  Esdras 
Bland  followed  from  1586  to  1593,  and  at  the  same  time  held 
the  living  of  Latton,  in  Essex.  He  was  father  to  Esdras  Bland, 
Puritan  minister  of  Buckland,  and  was  followed  by  Robert 
Baines,  who  was  appointed  by  Lord  Hunsdon,  and  was  a  dis- 
tinguished Puritan.  He  was  Fellow  of  Christ's  College,  Cam- 
bridge, and  took  the  part  of  Sampson  Sheffield,  when  he  with 
the  college  itself  was  charged  by  Dr.  Copcot  with  Puritan 
sentiments.  His  name  occurs  with  other  of  the  fellows  among 
the  signatures  to  a  letter  to  Lord  Burghley,  thanking  him  for 
putting  an  end  to  the  proceedings  against  Sheffield.1  Robert 
Baines  was  minister  at  Hunsdon  from  1593  to  1608. 

1  Strype,  Annals,  HI.,  i.  718 ;  ii.  500.       and  preacher  at  St.  Mary's. 
Sheffield  was  of  Christ's  College,  M.A., 
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He  was  succeeded  by  Edward  Jude,  M.A*,  vicar  of  Nasing, 
Essex,  from  1608  to  1630,  and  likewise  rector  of  Hunsdon.  He 
continued  here  till  his  death  in  1644.  He  was  vicar  of  Nasing 
when  the  Pilgrim  Fathers  left  the  village  for  New  England.1 
Philip  Elliot,  MJL,  was  the  minister  of  this  parish  during 
the  Commonwealth.  He  was  appointed  July  20th,  1644,  on 
the  death  of  Jude.  He  signs  the  petition  of  Hertfordshire 
ministers  to  the  House  of  Lords  in  1646,  thanking  the  lords 
for  easing  them  "from  many  pressures  under  which  we  groaned," 
praying  them  "to  establish  government  according  to  our  Cove- 
nant," etc.  In  1650  the  jurors,  Anthony  Cramphorne  and 
Thomas  Thresser,  present,  (in  behalf  of  the  appointed  Com- 
missioners to  inquire  touching  Church  livings)  that  house, 
glebe,  and  tithes  are  worth  £75  per  annum,  and  that  Philip 
Elliot2  is  parson.  He  was  probably  here  till  the  Restoration, 
and  whether  he  was  ejected  from  the  living  or  not  is  not 
recorded;  but  we  find  one  John  Davis  here  20th  July,  1661, 
who  removed  to  Chishall  Parva,  in  Essex,  1684,  was  S.T.P., 
and  was  still  living  in  1700.  But  we  also  find  in  the  Acta  of 
the  Archdeaconry  of  Middlesex  Philip  Elliot  named  as  rector 
1666 — 1677;  and  the  next  name  that  appears  is  Henry  Nelson 
in  1686. 

In  1666  George  Rutt,  Thos.  Thresher,  Thos.  Lamb,  Cocket 
Wilson,  Edw.  Camp,  John  Goodman,  Robert  Burrell,  John 
Gates,  all  of  Hunsdon,  were  presented  for  not  coming  to  the 

1  John  Elyott  of  Hunsdon  occurs  in  decease,  quarterly  to  pay  unto  my  tonne, 

the  list  of  freeholders  in  the  hundred  of  John  Elliott,  the  some  of  eight  pounds 

Braughing,  circ.  1561.    See  Lansd.  MSS.  a  yeare  of  lawfull  money  of  England, 

5,  fol.  49,  quoted  by  W.  Winters,  Royal  for  and  towards  the  maintenance  in  the 

Hist.  Soc.  Transactions,  vol.  x.,  who  says  University  of  Cambridge,  where  he  is  a 

that  Jude  resigned  his  living  at  Nasing  scholler."    This  extract,  together  with 

in  1630,  and  was  followed  there  by  Lionel  a  long  list  of  Eliots  belonging  to  this 

Goodrick.      Memorial*    of  the    Pilgrim  family,  may  be  found  in  Notices  of  the 

Father*,  by  W.  Winters,  p.  23.  Pilgrim  Fathers,  by  William   Winters, 

a  u  Bennett  Eliot,  the  father  of  the  published  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Roy al 
apostle  to  the  Indians,  John  Eliot,  and  Hist.  Soc. }  vol.  x.  A  M  James  Eliot,  min- 
or Philip  Eliot,  another  of  the  Pil-  ister  and  preacher  of  God's  Word,"  is 
grim  Fathers,  possessed  lands  in  this  named  in  the  Hunsdon  registers  for  1607. 
parish.  He  bequeathed  the  rents  of  lands  Also  "  Frances  Ellyot,  daughter  of  Philip 
in  the  parishes  of  Ware,  Widford,  and  Elyote  and  Frances  his  wife,  born  June 
Eastwick,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  8th,  baptized  June  10th,  1655.  This  was 
unto  my  trusty  and  well-beloved  friends,  probably  Philip,  the  Commonwealth  min- 
Wm.  Curtis,  my  son-in-law,  Nicholas  ister  here.  "  Phillippe  Elliot  of  Olyves 
Camp  the  younger,  and  John  Eeyes,  all  buried  February  14th,  1591,"  may  have 
of  the  said  parish  of  Nazinge,  for  the  been  his  grandfather, 
space  of  eight  years  from  the  time  of  my 
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Sacrament.  In  the  same  year,  "ccmtra  Mr.  William  Graves,1 
that  he  is  reputed  a  minister,  and  now  liveth  with  his  brother- 
in-law,  Thomas  Roger,  within  five  miles  of  a  corporation, 
contrary  to  the  Act  of  Parliament."     Also  "  Edmund  Goodman 

and Wharley,  widow,  for  absenting  themselves  from  the 

public  worship  of  the  church."2 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  vicars,  1576—1662  :— 

1676.  William  Preston.  1644.  Philip  Elliot. 

1586.  Esdras  Bland.  1661.  John  Davis. 

1593.  Robert  Baines.  1666.  Philip  Elliot. 

1608.  Edward  Jude,  M.A.  1686.  Henry  Nelson. 

We  find  these  registrations  under  the  Toleration  Act : — 

44.  "  Hunsdon  ;  a  place  of  meeting  for  Protestant  Dissenters,  certified 
at  Michaelmas  Sessions,  1691." 

"  Hunsdon  ;  dwelling-house  and  premises  of  Saml.  Taylor  certified  for 
Protestant  Dissenters,  22nd  February,  1811,  by  John  Nicholls,  Benjn 
Ansell,  James  Field." 

"  Hunsdon  ;  dwelling-house  of  Wm.  Gunn,  minister,  certified  for  Pro- 
testants, October  15th,  1814,  by  Wm.  Gunn.  minister,  J.  Seaborne,  W. 
Jarvis.w 

SAWBRIDGEWORTH. 
Acres,  6,606  ;  pop.,  8,049 ;  value,  £180. 

Geoffrey  Wharton,  LL.D.  of  Cambridge  1520,  chancellor 
and  vicar-general  to  Tunstal,  Bishop  of  London,  was  appointed 
to  this  vicarage  April  17th,  1526.  He  was  also  Archdeacon 
of  London,  and  was  highly  skilled  in  the  civil  and  ecclesiastical 
law.  He  died  about  October  1529.3  Nicholas  Compton  was 
here  for  nearly  fifty  years,  from  1560  to  1609,  and  was  assisted 
in  his  work  by  Abdias  Tuer,  who  succeeded  him.  Cole  speaks 
of  "my  great-great-grandfather  on  my  mother's  side,  Mr. 
Abdias  Tuer,  vicar  of  Sawbridgeworth,  in  Queen  Elizabeth's 
reign."  Here  lived  Sir  Thomas  He  wit  of  Pishobury,  •  who 
died  in  1662,  who  lived  "  piously,  justly,  soberly,  contentedly, 
a  real  example  to  others,  .  .  .  humble  in  himself,  meek  to 
others,  of  a  cheerful  yet  grave  deportment."  And  here  his 
wife,  Margaret,  "  strict  and  exemplary  in  her  piety."  Here 
also  lived  Sir  William  Hewit,  who  died  "  in  the  firmness  of 

1  He  was  at  St.  Margaret's  in   1650,  *  Acta  of  the  Archdeaconry  of  Middle- 

and  was  ejected  from  Little  Munden  in      sex  at  Chelmsford. 
1662.    See  pp.  551,  599.  *  Cooper,  Athena  Cantab.,  i.  89. 
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his  faith,  in  the  fulness  of  good  works,  in  the  favour  of  Jeeus." 
Here,  too,  lived  and  died  (1646)  Elizabeth  Hewit,  daughter  of 
Richard  Wiseman,  who  showed  "  a  sacred  strictness  to  things 
good,  a  solemn  severity  to  things  ill,  a  seasonable  inoffensive- 
ness  to  things  indifferent/'  and  who  cared  "  prudently  to  read, 
punctually  to  observe,  piously  to  practise  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ/'  Here,  too,  lived  Sir  Henry  Mildmay,  described  in  a 
Royalist  publication,  The  Mystery  of  the  Good  Old  Cause,  as 
"the  prodigy  of  ingratitude,  who  .  .  .  most  impudently  had  the 
face  to  appear  and  sit  as  one  of  his  gracious  sovereign's  judges. 
He  is  a  shallow  fellow,  by  some  surnamed  Sir  Whimsay  Mild-- 
may,  a  pestilent  Republican,  and  a  rampant  Rumper."  The 
very  pulpit,  of  panelled  oak,  in  the  church  testifies  of  Puri- 
tanism, for  it  bears  the  old  inscription,  Christ  is  all  in  all. 
The  square  old  communion-table  bears  the  same  testimony. 
Till  lately  it  was  used  as  a  carpenter's  bench. 

Abdias  Tuer  was  succeeded  by  Henry  Whitworth,  who  died 
three  years  after  his  coming,  and  on  August  18th,  1630,  Chris- 
topher Webb  became  vicar,  who,  as  we  have  seen,  afterwards 
held  together  with  this  vicarage  the  rectory  of  Gilston*  He 
had  been  rector  of  Braxted  Parva,  in  Essex,  where,  in  November 
1629,  he  signed  a  petition  praying  Laud  to  enforce  uniformity 
specially  upon  Thomas  Hooker.  "May  it  please  your  good 
lordship  to  take  the  state  of  this  your  diocese  into  your  fatherly 
consideration,  and  not  relax  unto  us  that  tie  by  which  .we 
stand  obliged  to  the  lawful  ceremonies  of  our  church,  yet  to 
enforce  these  irregulars  to  conform  with  us.w  l  We  have  already 
seen  the  character  of  Webb.  Walker  says  that  "  on  March 
15th,  1639-40,  the  House  of  Commons  voted  Webb  unworthy 
to  hold  any  ecclesiastical  benefice;  and  about  March  28th, 
1643,  they  turned  him  out  of  Sawbridgeworth,  and  ordered 
Samuel  Aynsworth  to  succeed  him." 

We  find  passing  mention  of  Samuel  Aynsworth  at  Saw- 
bridgeworth ;  Calamy  mentions  one  of  this  name  as  ejected  in 
Northamptonshire.  But  the  Lords'  Journals  and  the  Minutes 
of  the  Committee  for  Plundered  Ministers  are  full  and  detailed 
regarding  this  place. 

"  1643,  April  13th.     Whereas  Christopher  Webb,  vicar  of  Sabridge- 

1  Annals  of  Evangelical  Nonconformity  in  Essex,  by  T.  W.  Davids,  pp.  158, 160. 
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worth,  upon  hearing  of  the  complaint  against  him  before  the  Grand 
Com166  of  the  House  of  Commons  for  religion,  was  fully  proved  to  be  a 
common  gamester,  a  common  drunkard,  an  alehouse-haunter,  negligent 
of  his  cure,  and  not  suffering  others  to  preach  when  himself  would  not, 
and  therefore  voted  by  the  said  Committee  unworthy  and  unfit  to  hold 
any  ecclesiastical  benefice,  ....  the  Lords  and  Commons  do  constitute 
and  ordain  that  Tobias  Gibson,  Thomas  Lyon,  William  Parnill,  Samuel 
Petchey,  Thomas  Pery,  John  Beddington,  Barrington  Perry,  Wm.  Alme- 
stead,  John  Hampton,  and  Thomas  Dyer,  parishioners  of  the  said  parish  of 
Sabridgeworth,  are  required  to  sequester,  etc.,  and  to  deliver  and  pay  the 
same  unto  Samuel  Aynsworth,  a  learned,  godly,  and  orthodox  divine." l 
''7th  March,  1645.  Upon  the  humble  petition  of  John  Eldkbd,  to 
whom  the  vicarage  of  Sawbridgeworth,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  is 
sequestered,  that  the  tithes  and  profits  of  the  said  vicarage  are  detained 
from  him  by  the  parishioners  thereof,  this  Com**  do  refer  him  to  the 
Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  said  county,  who  are  hereby  desired  to  hear 
his  complaint,  and  relieve  him  according  to  the  ordinance  of  Pari1  in  that 
behalf."  "  March  28th,  1646.  Ordered  that  the  vie.  of  Sawbridgeworth, 
seqd  from  Christopher  Webb  to  the  use  of  John  Bldred,  and  by  him  relin- 
quished, shall  stand  sequestered  to  the  use  of  John  Paine,  minister  of  the 
Word,  a  godly  and  orthodox  divine."  * 

It  is  thus  evident  that  John  Eldred  was  nominated  to  succeed 
Webb,  but  that  he  relinquished  the  cure,  and  that  on  March 
28th,  1646,  John  Paine,  minister  of  the  Word,  was  appointed. 
He  is  described  as  a  godly  and  orthodox  divine,  and  we  find 
his  name  to  the  petition  to  the  House  of  Lords,  praying  for 
"government  according  to  our  Covenant"  in  1646.  In  the 
Lambeth  Survey  of  1650,  moreover,  the  jurors,  Thomas  Lyon 
and  John  Reddington  (in  behalf  of  the  Commissioners),  "  do 
present  that  the  parsonage,  glebe,  and  tithes  are  worth  £45 
per  annum,  that  Mr.  John  Payne  is  vicar,  and  that  £8  per 
annum  are  paid  out  for  fifths," — i.e.  to  the  wife  and  family 
of  Christopher  Webb,  who  received  the  fifths  of  the  parish  of 
Gilston  likewise.  Paine  did  not  remain  long,  for  on  December 
17th,  1658, "  John  Ewer,  clericus,  was  admitted  to  the  vicarage 
of  Sawbridgeworth,  upon  a  presentation  exhibited  the  same  day 
from  the  trustees  for  maintenance  of  ministers,  the  patrons ;  and 
certificates  from  Th.  Owen,  Tho.  Brace,  Saml.  Thomas,  Th.  Han- 
didey,  Tho.  Wyatt,  Wm.  Meryfield."3   Ewer  conformed  in  1662, 

1  Lords  Journals,  v.  717.  repair  of  the  chancel  of  Sawbridgeworth 

>  Add.  MSB.  16,670,  foL  86,  56.  church  :  •«  February  25th,  1656.  Ordered 

'  Lambeth  MBS.,  Augmentation*,  485,  that  Mr.  Cary,  tenant  of  the  tithes  of 

1008.    159.  The  following  relate  to  the  Sawbridgeworth,  do  forthwith  put  the 
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and  became  curate  to  Webb,  who  was  restored  to  this  living  and 
that  at  Gilston,  and  enjoyed  both  till  his  death  in  16G9. 

Andrew  Cater,  Nonconformist  minister,  ejected  from  Gravely 
in  1662,  came  to  reside  near  Sawbridgeworth  in  the  family  of 
Sir  Robert  Joscelyn,1  of  Hide  Hall,  who  was  an  earnest  Chris- 
tian and  a  thorough  Protestant,  and  who  doubtless  felt  the  need 
of  some  religious  teaching  in  the  parish  when  Webb  was  restored, 
and  was  glad  to  have  such  a  man  as  Andrew  Cater  as  his  chap- 
lain. Here  Cater  died.  The  existence  and  practice  of  Puritanism 
in  this  parish  is  further  witnessed  by  the  following  note : — 

"  The  communion  rails,  which  were  maliciously  and  illegally  pulled 
down  by  a  usurped  power  in  the  late  rebellious  times,  were,  according  to 
law,  and  for  the  honour  and  decency  of  religion,  restored  and  again  erected 
before  the  communion  table  in  the  church  of  Sawbridgeworth  on  Thursday 
before  Easter,  April  17th,  1679,  by  the  order  of  John  Ward,  vicar."* 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  vicara  here,  1560 — 1660  : — 

1560.  Nicholas  Compton.  1643.  Samuel  Aynsworth.  j 

1609.  Abdias  Tuer.  1645.  John  Eldred.  (  Common- 

1627.  Henry  Whitworth.  1646.  John  Paine.  t  wealth. 

1630:  Christopher  Webb.  1658.  John  Ewer.  : 

1660.  Christopher  Webb  restored. 
1671.  W.  Hughes,  curate. 

for  the  defraying  of  the  charge.  Sep- 
tember 11th,  1657.  Upon  consideration 
had  of  the  certificate  of  Mr.  John  Embree 
of  the  want  of  repair  of  the  chancel  of 
the  church  of  Sawbridgeworth,  and  what 
it  will  cost  to  repair  the  same,  it  is  ordered 
that  £40  be  allowed  by  these  trustees 
towards  the  said  repairs.'' 

1  The  family  of  the  Joscelyns  was  one 
of  the  oldest  in  the  county.  Sir  Gilbert 
Joscelyn  came  in  with  William  the  Con- 
queror, and  the  pedigree  downwards  is 
given  by  Salmon  (Hist,  of  Herts,  p.  264). 
Sir  Thomas  was  Knight  of  the  Bath  at 
the  coronation  of  Edward  VI.,  and  his 
younger  son,  John,  Fellow  of  Queen's 
Coll.,  Camb.,  was  secretary  to  Archb. 
Parker.  He  had  a  great  share  in  the 
collections  of  a  book.  De  Antiyuitate  Ecei. 
Anglicance ;  indeed  lie  was  virtually  the 
compiler  of  the  work.  Among  the  Cotton 
MSS.  ( VUeUius,  E 14 ;  see  Strype's  Parker, 
ii.  250, 514)  there  is  a  rough  copy  with  the 
title,  The  Keel.  History  of  England,  by  Mr. 
John  Goscelin.  He  was  a  good  Saxon 
scholar,  and  had  in  view  a  Saxon  dic- 
tionary. 

*  Cole's  Collections,  Add.  MSS.  5,833, 
quoted  by  Cussans. 


chancel  of  the  parish  church  of  Saw- 
bridgeworth into  good  and  efficient  re- 
pair y*  (Lambeth  MSS., Aug., 974).  "April 
8th,  1657.  Upon  report  from  Mr.  Church, 
receiver,  that  the  body  of  the  parish 
church  of  Saw  bridge  worth  is  capacious 
enough  to  receive  the  whole  parish,  it  is 
ordered  that  the  materials  of  the  chancel 
be  employed  and  disposed  to  and  for 
the  accommodating  and  making  conve- 
nient the  body  of  the  said  parish  church 
for  the  reception  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  said  parish,  unless  good  cause  be 
shown  to  the  contrary."  It  appears  that 
good  cause  was  shown  to  the  contrary, 
for  it  was  ordered,  May  5th,  1657,  "  that 
Mr.  Cressett  be  desired  to  take  a  view  of 
the  chancel  and  advise  with  Sir  Thos. 
Hewett,  Sir  Root.  Joslvn,  and  others, 
the  parishioners,  about  tne  repairs  there- 
of, and  what  expedient  they  offer  for 
freeing  the  trustees  from  the  charge  of 
repairing  the  same.  June  2nd,  1657. 
That  workmen  be  forthwith  sent  down 
to  view  the  decays  of  the  chancel,  and 
to  put  an  estimate  of  the  charge  of  the 
repair  thereof,  and  what  the  lead  and 
otner  the  materials  of  the  said  chancel 
which  may  be  conveniently  employed 
for  the  repair  thereof  do  amount  unto 
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We  have  early  traces  of  the  Quakers  in  this  parish. 

"  In  1659  Henry  Pavit,  of  Sabridgeworth,  for  refusing  to  pay  9*.  Gd. 
towards  the  repairs  of  the  Steeple  House,  was  committed  to  prison.  The 
rabble  insulted  the  innocent  people  assembling  at  Sabridgeworth,  striking 
them  as  they  came  thither,  throwing  them  off  their  horses,  and  wallowing 
them  in  their  mire,  daubing  their  faces  and  clothes,  filling  their  hats  with 
dirt  and  so  putting  them  on  their  heads.  When  this  cruelty  could  not 
deter  them  from  meeting,  a  rude  multitude  surrounded  the  place  and 
assaulted  them,  breaking  down  the  tiles,  boards,  windows,  and  walls  of 
the  meeting-house,  and  throwing  in  such  showers  of  stones,  dirt,  rotten 
eggs,  etc.,  that  few  of  the  assembly  escaped  unhurt.  They  tore  their 
clotheB  in  pieces,  laid  some  as  dead,  sorely  bruised  others,  and  thus  con- 
tinued abusing  them  for  the  space  of  three  hours,  the  whole  time  of  the 
meeting,  and  at  their  departure,  repeated  the  like  abuses,  pursuing  some 
of  them  with  stones  and  dirt  about  two  miles.  Some  of  the  persons  who 
partook  of  these  abuses  were  Robert  Beard,  John  Bresbon,  John  Reynolds, 
Daniel  Halden,  Abel  Walston,  Jeremiah  Plummer,  Henry  Stout,  Samuel 
Rudd,  John  Winchester,  John  Paine,  John  Mighel,  and  Thomas  Everard." ! 

The  Acta  of  the  Archdeaconry  of  Middlesex,  at  Chelmsford, 
furnish  the  following  concerning  the  Nonconformists  :— 

"  1665,  Sabridgeworth.  '  Contra  Thomas  Mockett  that  he  is  in  priest's 
orders.  Unde  Dominus  mormit  eum  to  exercise  his  priestly  office  according 
to  the  laws  established,  and  to  conform  himself  before  Michaelmas  next.' 
(This  was  Mockett,  ejected  minister  of  Gilston,  who  came  to  reside  here.) 
John  Prentice  and  Mrs.  Tirrell  were  at  the  same  time  presented  for  not 
receiving  the  Sacrament.  1666,  '  Contra  John  Holmsted,  Jeremy  Heme, 
Thos.  Bush,  Henry  Pavett,  Charles  Waterman,  John  Fordham  ei  multos 
alios,  for  contradicting  in  their  opinions  and  practices  the  rites  and  cere- 
monies of  the  Church  of  England,  accounting  the  Book  of  Common 
Prayer  unlawful  and  repugnant  to  the  Word  of  God  ;  separating  them- 
selves from  the  Communion  of  the-  Church  of  England  and  combining 
themselves  in  a  new  brotherhood,  refusing  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance 
and  supremacy,  or  any  other  oath  ;  not  submitting  themselves  to  our 
determination  in  anything  ;  and  they  do  not  resort  to  hear  Divine  service 
at  times  appointed  by  lawe/  '  Robert  Mills  presented  for  standing  in  the 
churchyard  in  time  of  Divine  service  when  our  minister  was  ready  to  go 
into  the  pulpit,  and  he  being  demanded  by  the  churchwarden  whether  it 
was  not  time  to  goe  into  church,  made  answer  that  it  was  time  enough  ; 
and  for  not  paying  his  Church  rates. '  '  Contra  Jeremiah  Heme  that  he  doth 

1    Joseph    Besse,    Sufferings    of  the  sions  ;  and  could  rail  against  Sir  T.  H., 

Quakers,  l  241.     "  This  summer  (1669),  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  accusing  him  in 

to  rerenge  themselres  of  some  country-  print  for  not  taking  the  Parliament's 

men  about  Sabridgeworth,  in  Herts,  for  new    engagement. " — Thos.     Underhiu, 

affronting    them,  they    (the    Quakers)  Hell  Broke  Loose,  p.  31 ;  Kennet's  Regis- 

could  freely  swear  against  them  in  order  tcr,  40. 
to  the  binding  them  over  to  the  Sea- 
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upon  all  holie  days  and  thanksgiving  and  fast  dayes  open  his  shoppe  and 
expose  his  wares  to  public  sale  ;  and  on  29th  May  last,  the  churchwardens 
being  commanded  by  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  to  require  him  to  shut 
his  shop,  he  peremptorily  refused/  1666,  Contra  Thomas  Bennett  of 
Sabridgeworth,  for  having  two  or  three  children  at  least  unbaptized  ;  and 
George  Parker  for  having  one  or  more  children  unbaptized.  John  Holm- 
stead  again,  Jno.  Harvie,  Ch.  Waterman,  Edw.  Campe,  Thomas  Bush, 
Henry  Parrett,  John  Fordham,  for  combining  themsehes  together  in  a 
Brotherhood  and  holding  the  ceremonies  of  our  church  superstitious. 
Holmstead  also  for  having  two  conventicles  in  his  house,  May  20th,  1667.*' 

The  following  are  some  of  the  places  certified  for  Divine 
worship  by  Protestant  Dissenters  in  this  parish  : — 

1.  "  No.  2.  Northaw  House,  Sawbridgeworth,  certified  by  Robert  Sparle, 
of  Sawbridgeworth.    Midsummer  Sessions,  1689." 

2.  "  No.  83.  At  Sawbridgeworth,  a  place  certified  for  Protestant  Dissen- 
ters by  John  Knight,  of  Sawbridgeworth.     Midsummer  Sessions,  1697." 

S.  "No.  22.  House  of  B.  Camp,  in  the  parish  of  Sawbridgeworth, 
certified  as  a  place  of  meeting  for  the  worship  of  God  for  Independents, 
by  Benjamin  Dennis.     9th  September,  1693." 

4.  "  No.  293.  Hide  Hall.  Sawbridgeworth,  certified  as  a  place  of  meet- 
ing for  Divine  worship  for  Presbyterians  by  Strange  Jocelyn.  4th 
January,  1715-16." 

5.  u  No.  415.  House  of  James  Jackson,  of  Sabridgeworth,  certified  as  a 
place  of  meeting  for  Divine  worship  for  Independents  and  Baptists  by  B. 
P.  Severn.    24th  May,  1797." 

6.  "  No.  631.  House  of  Daniel  Brown,  of  Sabridgeworth,  for  Indepen- 
dents and  Baptists,  certified  by  B.  P.  Severne,  minister.  19th  September, 
1805." 

7.  "  No.  900.  Chapel  at  Sabridgeworth  certified  for  Independents  and 
Baptists  by  James  Stewart,  minister.     7th  December,  1814." 

8.  "  No.  1,053.  House  of  Benj.  Young,  in  Sabridgeworth,  f or  Calvinists, 
certified  by  B.  Young.     8th  December,  1817." 

9.  "  No.  1,062.  Schoolroom  in  Bell  Street,  Sabridgeworth,  for  Calvinists, 
certified  by  B.  Young.    6th  January,  1818. " 

10.  "  No.  1,072.  Cottage  in  High  Whites,  Sabridgeworth,  for  Calvinists, 
certified  by  James  Stewart,  minister.    23rd  March,  1818." 

11.  "No.  1,413.  Cottage,  Sabridgeworth,  certified  by  Herbert  Tyler, 
minister.    7th  October,  1824." 

12.  "No.  1,441.  Barn  at  Sabridgeworth  certified  by  John  Wright. 
30th  April,  1825." 

13.  "  No.  1,444.  Building  at  Sabridgeworth  certified  for  Baptists  by 
J  as.  Stewart,  minister.     12th  May,  1825." 

14.  "No.  2,102.  Building  at  Allen's  Green,  Sabridgeworth,  for  Inde- 
pendents, certified  by  Herbert  Tyler,  minister.    28th  June,  1841."  > 

1  Lists  in  large  folio  volumes  Register-General's  Office,  Somerset  House. 
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Congregational  Chapel,  Sawbridgeworth. 

In  a  list  of  "conventicles,"  1669,  one  is  named  at  Sawbridgeworth, 
preacher  or  teacher,  Jeremy  Herne.  In  1689  Northaw  House,  in  this 
parish,  was  certified  by  Robert  Sparke  for  a  place  of  meeting,  and  in 
1697  another  place  here  by  John  Knight.  In  1693  the  house  of  B.  Camp 
for  Independents  was  certified  by  Benj.  Dennis,  and  in  1715  Hide  Hall 
for  Presbyterians  by  Strange  Jocelyn.  In  that  year  the  number  of 
hearers  at  the  Presbyterian  meeting  was  a  hundred  and  thirty,  of  whom 
nineteen  were  voters  for  the  county.  William  Bishop  (deceased)  had 
been  the  minister,  and  he  was  followed  by  Joseph  Stokes,  ordained 
January  20th,  1716,  removed  to  Woolwich  1728.'  In  1772  there  is  a  note 
to  the  effect  that  "  there  is  now  no  congregation  at  Sawbridgeworth,  or 
Sapsworth,  as  it  is  commonly  called.  Hide  Hall,  the  seat  of  Sir  Coneyrs 
Joslin,  is  in  this  parish,  where  during  his  father,  Sir  Strange's  life,  a 
number  of  persons  used  to  meet  every  Lord's  Day  for  Divine  service, 
performed  by  his  chaplain,  but  that  has  been  dropped  for  a  considerable 
number  of  years,  and  the  Dissenters  in  and  about  Sawbridgeworth  assemble 
for  the  purposes  of  religious  worship  at  Hatfield  in  Essex."  *  B.  P.  Severn, 
of  Harlow,  certified  a  place  of  meeting  here  for  Independents  and 
Baptists  unitedly  in  1797.  Mr.  Daniel  Brown  at  the  Brook,  Sawbridge- 
worth, opened  his  house  for  public  preaching  in  1805,  and  soon  obtained 
a  licence  for  his  barn,  wherein  there  was  preaching  on  Sunday  evenings 
for  several  years  by  various  ministers  in  the  neighbourhood.  Mr.  James 
Stewart,  a  gentleman  of  property,  on  coming  to  reside  in  the  village, 
exercised  his  gifts  and  preached  with  success  for  several  years  without 
any  pecuniary  remuneration.  The  barn  proving  too  small,  a  neat  chapel 
was  erected  in  1814  to  hold  three  hundred.  In  1817  Herbert  Tyler,  of 
Old  College,  Homerton,  became  minister,  and  on  August  24th,  1817,  a 
church  was  formed.  Tyler  died  Nov.  12th,  1845.  John  Gill  was  minister 
1846—1849,  when  James  Wood  came,  and  was  ordained  pastor,  Oct.  14th, 
1851.    In  1855  a  manse  was  erected,  and  a  new  chapel  in  1862. 


STANDON. 
Acres,  7,620;  pop.,  2,069  ;  value,  £512. 

This  parish  belonged  once  to  the  ecclesiastical  community  of 
the  Knights  Hospitallers.  Henry  VIII.  took  possession  when  he 
dissolved  the  monasteries,  and  gave  it  to  Sir  Ralph  Sadleir. 
Sir  Ralph  Sadleir  was  born  in  1507  at  Hackney,  and  died  in 
1587  at  Standon.  He  was  a  professed  favourer  of  the  Puritans, 
and  the  vicars  appointed  by  him  were  probably  of  this  type ; 

1   Evans'    MSS.,   Dr.   Williams'  *  Joeiah  Thompson's  MSB.,  Dr.  Wil- 

Lib.  liams'  Lib. 


688  MEMORIALS  OF  NONCONFORMITY  IN  HERTS,     [huhdrkd  of 

— Robert  Porter,  1572;  Hugh  Bowman,  corwionator,  1575,1 
and  Richard  Porwell,  1591,  on  the  death  of  Bowman.  John 
Lovelace  came  in  1617,  per  deprivatioriem  Powell,  and  John 
Ben,  appointed  by  Laud  in  1630,  per  cewionem  Lovelaee* 
He  was  probably  ejected  in  1643,  for  the  next  record  we  find 
is  in  1646,  when  the  Committee  for  Plundered  Ministers  passed 
the  following  minute : — 

"  18th  April,  1646.  Whereas  the  vicarage  of  the  parish  church  of 
Standon,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  was  by  order  of  this  Committee 
sequestered  to  the  use  of  John  Need  ham,  who  hath  now  left  the  same, 
this  Committee  do  hereby  authorize  George  Foy,  John  Britten,  gent., 
John  Hine,  Robt.  Jacob,  David  Chapman,  and  Richard  Godfrey,  to  collect 
and  gather  the  tithes,  revenues,  and  profits  of  the  said  vicarage,  and  pro- 
vide for  the  service  of  the  cure  of  the  said  church  for  six  months  now 
next  ensuing,  and  therewith  satisfy  such  person  and  persons  as  they  shall 
provide  for  the  said  service  during  the  said  time/  * 

The  Commissioners  appointed  by  Parliament  to  inquire 
touching  Church  livings  report  by  the  jurors,  Nicholas  Rudde 
and  John  Thorn,  "that  our  parsonage  is  now  sequestered,  and 
we  are  without  a  minister,  and  do  permit  Master  Rhodes,  a 
painful,  godly  man,  in  regard  of  his  preaching  with  us  to 
gather  what  tithes  he  can."4  Nathaniel  Ward  (born  1570,  at 
Haverhill,  Essex),  was  settled  at  Standon  for  some  time.9 

The  next  name  on  the  list  is  that  of  John  Dennison, 
Conformist,  who  died  vicar  here  in  1670,  and  was  followed 
by  John  Wade.  In  1669  Maria  Blofield  was  presented  for 
not  receiving  the  Sacrament,  and  for  suffering  conventicles  in 
her  dwelling-house.6 

The  following  is  a  list  of  vicars,  1572—1662  :— 

1572.  Robert  Porter.  1643.  John  Needham  \  nommon 
1575.  Hugh  Bowman.  Nath.  Ward,       [      _jth  " 

1591.  Richard  Powell.  1650.  Mr.  Rhodes.        )  ' 

1617.  John  Lovelace.  1660.  John  Dennison. 

1630.  John  Ben.  1670.  John  Wade. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  places  of  Divine  worship 
certified  for  Protestant  Dissenters  here  under  the  Toleration 
Act:— 

»  Lambeth  MSS.,  892,  vol.  4.  *  T.    W.   David's    Nonconformity    in 

a  Newcourt,  Rmertorivm,  i.  887.  Essex,  464. 

»  B.M.,  Add.  MSS.,  15,670,  fol.  68.  .  •  Acta,  Archdeaconry  of  Middlesex,  at 

4  Lambeth  MSS.,  Survey,  No.  10.  Chelmsford. 
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1.  "No.  39.  At  Standon,  Herts,  for  Presbyterians,  a  place  for  worship 
certified  by  Richard  Taylor,  of  Standon.    Midsummer  Sessions,  1691/' 

2.  "  No.  443.  House  of  John  Newland,  in  the  parish  of  Standon,  for 
Independents,  certified  by  John  Goodwin.     14th  February,  1798." 

3.  "  No.  449.  Barn  of  J.  Mews,  in  the  parish  of  Standon,  certified  by 
Joseph  Mews,  of  Hertford  Lane.    7th  April,  1798." 

4.  "No.  782.  House  at  Wade's  Mill,  Standon,  certified  by  Wm.  James. 
21st  June,  1811." 

5.  "No.  877.  House  of  Elizabeth  Allen,  Standon,  certified  by  Thos. 
B.  Boone.    3rd  January,  1814." 

6.  "  We  whose  names  are  hereunder  written  do  desire  that  a  dwelling- 
house  at  Collier's  End,  in  the  parish  of  Standon,  now  in  the  occupation 
of  Mr.  Ranee  Endersby,  may  be  registered  as  a  place  of  religious  worship 
for  Protestant  Dissenters  pursuant.  .  .  .  Witness  our  hands  this  11th 
February,  1805,  John  Goodwin,  Benj.  Medcalf,  James  Brion,  Wm. 
Irons,  Rich.  Gridley  North.    Not  in  this  jurisdiction." 

7.  "Meeting-house  in  Smeecroft  Field  for  Protestant  Dissenters. 
August  8th,  1809,  certified  by  Geo.  Fordham,  Elias  Fordham,  R.  Gamps, 
Wm.  Fordham,  John  W.  Fordham." 

8.  "Dwelling-house  of  John  Nicholls  at  Wadesmill,  for  Protestant 
Dissenters.     1st  June,  1811.     Wm.  James,  Benj.  Ansell,  James  Field." 

9.  "No.  1,170.  Premises  at  Standon,  certified  by  H.  E.  Webster,  o 
Ley  ton,  on  the  6th  January,  1820." 

10.  "No.  1,203.  Premises  at  Standon,  certified  by  Richd.  Whittaker,  of 
Standon.    23rd  October,  1820."' 

8TANSTEAD  ABBOTS. 
Acres,  2,442 ;  pop.,  1,219 ;  value,  £202. 

Famous  as  the  residence  of  Sir  Edward  Baesh,  "  Surveyor 
General  of  the  victuals  for  the  Navy  "  from  Henry  VIII.  to 
Elizabeth ;  he  died  1587.  Stanstead  was  still  more  famous  as 
the  residence  of  his  grandson,  the  Puritan,  Sir  Edward  Baesh, 
who,  being  without  issue,  made  a  noble  bequest  of  his  pro- 
perty for  the  purchase  and  erection  of  churches  and  schools 
under  the  patronage  of  Peter  House,  Cambridge.  "  A  noble 
and  pious  work/'  says  Chauncy;  but  he  died  in  1653,  and 
Ralph  Baesh,  his  cousin,  plunging  himself  into  debt  by  reason 
of  his  loyalty  to  Charles  II.,  obtained  at  the  Restoration  an 
Act  of  Parliament  setting  aside  the  will,  and  giving  himself 
the  property,  which  soon  passed  from  him  to  Edmund  Field.* 

6, 7,  and  8  are  from  the  Meeting-house  i  Chauncy,  Hist.  Antiq.  of  Herts,  i. 

Books,  Archd.  of  Huntingdon,  at  Hitchin.       882;    Newcourt,    Repertorium,    i.    889; 
The  others  are  from  the  large  folio  lists,       Clutterbuck,  iii.  242. 
Begistrar  -  General's    Office,     Somerset 
House. 
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The  church  and  glebe  belonged  to  Waltham  Abbey,  but  at 
the  Dissolution  came  to  Henry  VIII.,  who  gave  it  to  Sir 
Edward  Baesh.  Among  the  vicars  we  find,  in  1591,  the 
Puritan,  Thomas  Bradock,  M.A.,  and  Fellow  of  Christ's  Col- 
lege, Cambridge,  a  college  well  known  as  a  nest  of  Puritans. 
He  signs  a  letter  in  behalf  of  Hugh  Broughton,  one  of  the 
Puritan  leaders  in  1579,  and  another  from  the  fellows  to  Lord 
Burghley,  thanking  him  for  his  interest  for  the  college  in 
securing  religious  freedom  of  expression  for  the  Puritan, 
Sampson  Sheffield,  in  1587.1  He  was  also  M.A.  of  Oxford, 
S.T.B.,  and  translator  of  Bishop  Jewels  Defence  of  his  Apology, 
which  was  published  in  Holland  in  1600.  He  was  followed 
here  by  Thomas  Newman,  who  also  held  the  vicarage  of 
Canewdon,  Essex,  and  afterwards  that  of  South  Fambridge. 
Next  came  Henry  Morley,  also  a  pluralist,  vicar  here,  and 
rector  of  St.  Alphage,  London.  Robert  Ballard  followed, 
from  1602  to  his  death  in  1640.' 

On  December  10th,  1640,  Jeremiah  Dyke  was  appointed 
vicar  of  Stanstead.  He  was  son  of  the  celebrated  Puritan, 
Jeremiah  Dyke,  of  Epping,  in  Essex  (pb.  1620),  grandson  of 
William  Dyke,  of  St.  Albans  and  Hemel  Hemsted,  and  younger 
brother  of  Daniel  Dyke,  ejected  minister  of  Great  Hadham. 
He  was  educated  at  Cambridge,  began  his  ministry  at  Stan- 
stead,  where  he  remained  four  years,  and  in  1645  removed  to 
Parndon,  in  Essex,  in  which  county  he  was  one  of  the  dassia, 
signed  the  "  Essex  Testimony  "  in  1648  as  pastor  of  Parndon, 
and  was  still  there  in  1650,  when  he  is  returned  as  "an  able 
minister." 8  According  to  Walker,4  Augustine  Rolfe  was  the  next 
minister  at  Stanstead,  admitted  during  the  Long  Parliament, 
April  23rd,  1644.  This  same  Rolfe  jp  reported  as  supplying 
the  cure  here  in  1650.  "  Robert  Grave  and  Thomas  Burnapp 
(jurors)  present  that  Mr.  Rolfe  (formerly  sequestered  out  of 
Stanstead  vicarage)  now  officiates  and  supplies  the  cure,  but 
by  what  authority  we  know  not.  The  vicarage  is  worth  £34 
per  annwm."  Thus  for  some  reason  the  living  was  seques- 
tered from  him,  yet  he  continued  to  serve  the  cure.  The 
jurors  in  behalf  of  the  Commissioners  add  :— 

4  Strype,  Annals,  II.,  ii.  668 ;   III.,  i.  »  T.   W.   Davids,   Nonconformity   m 

719,  u.  500.  E$$ex,  p.  440. 

*  Newoourt,  Repertorium,  i  890.  *  Sitferingi,  ii.  848. 
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"We  have  a  chapell  in  our  town  which  (in  regard  that  our  church 
stands  near  a  mile  out  of  the  town)  hath  been  a  great  benefit  to  the 
town.  Formerly,  when  we  had  a  settled  minister,  we  had  the  Word  and 
Sacrament  preached  and  administered  therein  on  the  Sabbath  days,  and 
all  the  week  as  a  schoolhouse  for  our  children.  This  chapel  hath  no 
maintenance  belonging  to  it."1 

This  is  the  school  in  the  village  founded  by  Sir  Edw.  Baesh. 
Rolph  seems  to  have  continued  at  the  church  until  the 
Restoration,  when  lie  conformed,  and  remained  till  1666.  In 
that  year  Wm.  Curtice  is  named  in  the  Acta.  But  on  Novem- 
ber 13th  of  that  year,  Samuel  Wood  became  vicar,  who 
removed  to  Patteswick,  in  Essex,  1672.2  The  following  is  a 
list  of  the  vicars  here,  1575 — 1662: — 
1575.  John  Forsett.  1602.  Robert  Ballard. 

1584.  Evan  Floyd.  1640.  Jeremiah  Dyke,  M.A. 

1591.  Thomas  Bradock.  1645.  Augustine  Rolfe. 

1593.  Thomas  Newman.  (William  Curtice). 

1597.  Henry  Morley.  1666.  Samuel  Wood. 

The  registrations  of  places  of  meeting  for  Protestant  Dissen- 
ters in  the  court  of  the  Archdeacon  of  Middlesex  not  being 
before  us,  we  have  no  list  of  the  places  certified  in  this  parish. 
The  following  is  in  the  folio  lists  in  Somerset  House : — 

11 731.  Building  in  Chapel  Lane,  Stanstead  Abbots,  certified  as  a  place 
of  Divine  worship  for  Independents  by  Robert  Wardle,  minister,  11th 
September,  1809." 

The  Independent  Chapel  here  is  supplied  by  the  Cheshunt 
students. 

BISHOP'S  STORTFORD. 
Acres,  8,241 ;  pop.,  6,704  ;  value,  £490. 

This  town  and  parish  were  given  by  the  Conqueror  to  the 
Bishops  of  London,  and  Jjiey  have  ever  since  been  connected 
with,  and  the  living  in  the  gift  of,  St.  Paul's  Church,  London. 
The  growth  of  Protestantism  in  the  place  is  quaintly  traceable 
in  the  churchwarden's  accounts.  The  first  indication  we  find  in 
1542:— 

"  Item  for  a  new  bybill,  and  the  brynging  home  of  it,  vi*.  Id.11  * 

i  Lambeth  MSS.,  Survey,  1650.    We  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  according  to 

have  mention  of  Rolfe, in   connection  his  desire.9    See  Amwell. 

with  the  funeral  of  Thomas  Hassall,  of  a  Newconrt,  Repertorium,  i.  890. 

Amwell.    He,  Hassall,  "  was  buried  Sep-  *  The  Records  of  St.  MichaeVt  Parish 

tember  26th,  1657,  I.  Isaac  Craven,  of  Church,    Bishop's  Stortford,  by   J.  L. 

Aston,  preaching  for  him,  and  Augustine  Glasscock,  jun.,  1882,  pp.  48, 94. 
Rolfe,  of  Stanste  ad,  burying  him  by  the 
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This  was  in  accordance  with  Henry  VIIL's  proclamation  in 
1540,  that  a  Bible  of  the  largest  volume  be  provided  by  the 
curate  and  parishioners  under  a  penalty  of  408.  per  month. 
One  Richard  Betynson  was  the  vicar  about  this  date.1  And 
Fox  tells  of  one  Gray,  a  smith  of  Bishop's  Stortford,  "  who, 
about  1538,  being  accused  for  denying  the  sacrament  of  the 
altar  to  be  our  Saviour,  was  sent  up  for  the  same  to  London, 
and  there  should  have  been  condemned  to  be  burnt  (Stokesley 
being  Bishop  of  London  then);  but  by  the  means  of  Lord 
Cromwell  he  was  sent  home  again  and  delivered/'2  We  also 
find  in  the  accounts  items  of  receipts  in  1547  of  moneys  raised 
by  the  sale  of  Romish  utensils,  etc. : — 

"  For  a  cross  of  sylver,  a  pax  [pyx]  of  sylver  gilt,  ii  payer  of  senmro 
...  a  broken  chalice,  tabernakyll,  an  old  tabernakyll." 

Again  in  1548-50: — 

"  Item  paid  for  takyng  downe  of  the  thyngs  in  the  roode  loft,  xvid. 
Pd  to  the  glasyer  iii/i.  vis.  viiirf.  Item  for  takyng  down  of  the  aulters,  xrf. 
Paid  for  makyng  the  places  where  the  alters  dyd  stond,  xiiiiri.  Paid  for 
makyng  the  table,  iii*.  viiirf.  Paid  for  the  vone  halff  of  a  boke  calleyd 
the  Parafrasys  of  Eraysmous,  v*.  vid.  Paid  to  the  glasyere  for  iii  font 
and  half  of  glase,  xrf." 

These  items  and  many  more  indicate  the  progress  of  the 
Reformation;  but  suddenly  in  1553  we  have  as  distinctly 
reflected  the  return  to  Romanism  in  Mary's  reign: — 

"  Item  for  making  up  of  the  aulter.  Item  to  Mr.  Vicar  for  a  mass  book. 
Item  pd.  for  a  pyx.  Item  pd.  for  a  holye  water  stope.  Item  for  makyng 
of  the  rood.  Item  pd.  to  Burle  for  a  cross.  Item  pd.  for  a  shippe  (vessel) 
for  frankincence." 

Then  again  in  1559-69  the  return  to  Protestantism  is  as 
clearly  marked : — 

"  For  takyng  downe  ye  hygh  aulter  stone.  For  baryng  away  ye  bryk 
and  yearth  of  ye  aulters.  For  takyng  downe  of  ye  roode  loft.  For  ye 
Boke  of  Paraphraces  of  Erasmy.  For  a  deaske  for  ye  polpett.  1569, 
For  a  new  Byble,  xxx*.  1570,  Pd.  for  the  Bk.  of  Marters  and  Molu- 
ments,  xli*.  Received  for  the  old  bookes,  aulter  cloths,  cross  cloths,  and 
such  other  stuffe,  xliva.  1571,  Pd.  to  James  Stracy  and  his  father  for  viiL 
dayes'  worke  in  glasing  ye  church  and  xii  f  ott  of  glasse,  xviii*.    1573,  Pd. 

Newcourt,  Repertorium,  i.  896.  *  Fox,  Acts  and  Monuments,  fol.  ed. 

1684,  ii.  427. 
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for  defacing  of  the  images  in  the  glasse  wyndowes  to  Alsopp,  viikf.    For 
glasing  and  glasse  to  the  glasier,  viiis." 

John  Gravett,  M.A.,  was  vicar  at  this  date.  It  is  to  be 
specially  noted  that  this  defacing  of  images  took  place  in 
Elizabeth's  reign  (1573).  And  so  it  was  in  most  parish  churches 
in  England  in  accordance  with  the  edicts  then  enforced. 
Again : — 

"  1578.  Pd.  for  the  hower  glassis*  xvid.  For  bossing  of  the  Byble,  xiid. 
1581,  For  a  torned  pyller  to  sett  ye  hower  glass  upon.  1585,  For  a  locke 
and  chene  for  the  booke  of  marters.  1603,  For  an  hower  glasse  and  for 
the  iron  to  set  it  in.  1612,  For  a  new  Bible  and  the  carriage  of  it  from 
London,  xlviiifi.  viiid." ' 

Chauncy  says : — 

"  In  the  time  of  Queen  Mary  Bishop  Bonner  made  great  use  of  the 
prison  adjoining  to  the  castle,  which  was  built  of  wood  and  brick,  where 
he  kept  convicted  Protestants  in  a  deep  and  dark  dungeon,  and  from 
thence  it  was  called  the  Convicts'  Prison  ;  among  whom  I  have  been  credibly 
informed  from  a  good  hand  (Mr.  Tho.  Leigh,  quond.  vicar  hujus  eccles.), 
that  there  was  one  burnt  in  that  queen's  reign,  over  against  the  prison, 
on  the  other  side  the  Oawsey  that  leads  from  Stortf ord  to  Hocker  Hill, 
on  a  little  green  called  Goose-meat  (where  geese  used  to  be  kept),  others 
called  it  God's-meat ;  of  whom  'twas  reported  that  his  fellow-prisoner, 
who  was  then  in  the  prison  and  appointed  to  suffer  after  him  at  Saffron- 
walden,  in  Essex,  desired  time  to  give  him  some  token  of  his  being  able  to 
endure  the  flames  ;  and  he  did  so,  for  he  embraced,  as  it  were,  the  flames 
in  his  hands  just  before  he  dropped  down,  in  sight  of  the  prisoner  as 
well  as  the  spectators.  .  .  .  This  prison-house,  which  consisted  of  several 
rooms,  was  sold  about  the  year  1649,  and  the  purchasers  pulled  it  down 
with  the  bridge,  and  erected  a  fair  inn  near  unto  it."  * 

Fox  has  preserved  for  us  the  following  account  of  the  visita- 
tion of  Edmund  Bonner,  Bishop  of  London,  to  this  part  of 
Hertfordshire  in  the  year  1554 : — 

"  He  arrived  at  Stertf ord,  in  Hertfordshire,  where  he  rested  certain 
days,  solacing  himself  after  that  painful  perigrination  (through  Essex) 
with  no  small  feasting  and  banquetting  with  his  attendants  at  the  house 
of  one  Parsons,  his  nephew,  whose  wife  he  commonly  called  his  fair  niece 
(and  fair  she  was  indeed)  ;  he  took  there  great  pleasure  to  hear  her  play 
the  virginals  (wherein  she  excelled),  insomuch  that  every  dinner  (sitting 

»  These  extracts  are  from  Mr.  J.  L.  prison :  ,( 1566,  Thomas  Hethe,  convict 

Glasscock's  Records,  eta,  already  cited.  pryson  .  .  .  19th   day  of  Maye.    1575, 

*  Chauncy,  Hist.  Ant.  (ed.    1826),   L  Robt.  Long,  als.  Fisher,  a  prysoner  con- 

925-6.    The  following  burials  named  in  riot  .  .  .  27th  daye  of  AprilL" 
the  St.  Michael's  Register  relate  to  the 
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by  his  sweet  aide)  she  arose  and  played  three  several  times  at  his  request 
of  his  good  and  spiritual  devotion  towards  her.  These  certain  days  thus 
passed  in  this  bishoplike  fashion,  he  proceeded  in  his  Popish  visitation 
towards  Hadham,  his  own  house  and  parish,  not  past  two  miles  from 
Stertford,  being  there  most  solemnly  rung  out,  as  in  all  other  places 
whereat  he  passed." 

Strype  tells  of — 

"  A  Popish  gentleman,  named  Thomas  Pond,  sometime  a  courtier,  that 
had  lain  in  prison  (that  of  the  Marshalsea,  I  suppose)  for  some  years  :  him 
the  bishop  (Aylmer)  thought  convenient  now  (1579)  to  remove  from 
London  unto  another  prison  more  remote,  namely,  his  castle  at  Bishop 
Stortford,  to  prevent  his  infecting  others  by  his  talk ;  for  some  such 
information,  and  what  a  dangerous  peraon  he  was,  was  brought  to  the 
bishop  by  Trip  and  Crowley,  two  ministers  who  went  to  confer  with  him. 
.  .  .  Upon  the  relation  given  of  Pond  by  the  ministers,  the  bishop  thought 
fit  to  remove  him  to  the  aforesaid  castle,  being,  as  the  Popish  writers  say, 
much  provoked  and  angry.  And  they  describe  it  to  be  an  obscure,  and 
melancholy  place,  void  of  both  light  and  converse." ' 

Richard  Fletcher,  father  of  Richard  Fletcher,  Bishop  of 
London,  1594,  was  appointed  vicar  here  by  John  Shery,  pre- 
centor of  St.  Paul's,  and  remained  here  from  1551  to  1555  ;  he 
was  presented  to  Cranbrook  by  Archb.  Parker  July  1559. 
He  was  probably  at  Watford  before  he  came  here,  for  his  son, 
Giles,  describes  himself  as  of  Watford,  Herts.  Phineas  Fletcher 
was  a  third  son.  The  bishop  died  at  his  house  in  London, 
15th  June,  1596,  while  sitting  in  his  chair  taking  tobacco.  Id 
his  will  he  bequeaths  sums  of  money  to  the  poor  of  Watford.3 

The  celebrated  Henry  Harvey,  LL.D.  (of  Trinity  Hall, 
Cambridge,  1542),  was  on  12th  April,  1554,  collated  by  Bishop 
Bonner  to  the  presentorship  of  St  Paul's,  to  which  dignity  is 
attached  the  rectory  of  Bishop's  Stortford.  He  appointed  John 
Bartlett  to  be  vicar  as  Fletcher's  successor,  and,  indeed,  all  the 
vicars  here  till  his  death,  20th  February,  1584-5.  He  bequeathed 
£3  a  year  for  ever  to  the  poor  of  Stortford.  Though  he  ac- 
quiesced in  the  religious  changes  of  Elizabeth's  reign,  he  was 
supposed  to  retain  a  secret  affection  for  Romanism.     Once, 

»  Life  of  Aylmer,  p.  80.  41.    At  Stevenage,  March  20th,    1636, 

«  Cooper,  Ath.  Cantab.,  ii  205-7  ;  Gro-  "Stephen  Fletcher,  son  of  George,'*  was 

sait,  Fuller    Worthies  Lib.,  1871.    The  baptized.  At  Walkern,"  Roger  Fletcher 

Bengeo  Trantcript  Regtsten  at  Hitchin  and  Elizabeth  his  wife  were  married, 

contain  the  baptisms  of  the  children  of  26th  July,  1571."    And  at  Flaunden  a 

"  Gabriel  and  Elizabeth  Fletcher,"  1684-  Henry  Fletcher  was  curate  in  1666. 
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when  overlooking  the  workmen  upon  a  causeway  which  he 
constructed  at  Cambridge,  some  noble  person  met  him  and 
said,  "Doctor,  you  think  this  causeway  is  the  highway  to 
heaven."  He  replied,  "  Not  so,  sir,  for  then  I  should  not  have 
met  you  in  this  place."  x 

During  the  incumbency  of  Thomas  Bendish  (1616 — 1632), 
who  also  held  the  vicarage  of  Arkesden,  in  Essex,8  he  had  for 
his  curate  at  Bishop's  Stortford  a  young  man,  native  of  the 
town,  who  afterwards  became  a  celebrated  character.  This 
was  none  other  than  John  Nobton,  the  Pilgrim  Father  and 
New  England  pastor. 

"John  Norton  was  born  at  Bishop's  Stortford  on  May  6th,  1606;* 
descended  of  honourable  ancestors.  In  his  early  childhood  he  discovered 
a  ripeness  of  wit  which  gave  just  hopes  of  his  proving  extraordinary,  and 
under  Mr.  Strange,  in  the  school  of  Buntingf  ord,  he  made  such  proficiency 
that  he  could  betimes  write  good  Latin  with  a  more  than  common 
elegancy  and  invention.  At  fourteen  years  of  age,  being  sent  to  Peter 
House,  Cambridge,  he  stayed  there  till  he  had  taken  his  first  degree.  An 
extreme  disaster  befalling  his  father's  estate,  he  left  the  university,  and 
became  at  once  usher  to  the  school  and  curate  in  the  church  at  Stortford. 
Here  a  Lecture  was  maintained  by  a  combination  of  godly  and  able 
ministers,  and  thus  he  fell  into  acquaintance  with  several  of  them, 
especially  Mr.  Jeremiah  Dyke,  of  Epping,  whose  preaching  was  greatly 
blessed  to  him.  His  dislike  of  the  ceremonies  hindered  his  accepting  a 
considerable  benefice  to  which  his  uncle  might  have  helped  him.  He 
became  chaplain  in  the  house  of  Sir  William  Marsham,  at  High  Laver,  in 
Essex,  and  in  the  year  1635  he  crossed  the  ocean  to  New  England.4  There 
he  settled  as  teacher  of  the  church  at  Ipswich  (1638),  and  afterwards 
(1653)  at  Boston.  With  Governor  Bradstreet  he  came  as  a  Deputation  to 
the  King  in  behalf  of  New  England  in  1662,  and  soon  after  his  return  he 
died  at  Boston,  April  5th,  1663,  in  his  fifty-seventh  year.  He  was  an 
accurate  grammarian,  an  elegant  preacher,  and  the  author  of  several 
workB.*    He  was  a  strong  opponent  of  Quakerism." 

Contemporary  with  John  Norton  at  Bishop's  Stortford  was 

1  Cooper,  Athena  Cantab.,  i.  505 ;  New-  »  "  1606,  John  ye  sonne  of  Mr.  WiL- 

conrt,  Hepertorium,  L  81 ,  1 01, 896 ;  Glass-  LIAM  Norton  baptized  ye  ixth  of  May."— 

cock  (as  before),  p.  176,  who,  among  Parochial   Registers    of   St.  Michael's, 

certain  papers  relating  to  the  Charities,  Bishop's  Stortford. 

has  found  one  dated  1791,  beginning,  *  There  were  other  New  Englanders 

"  Whereas  the  worshipful  Henry  Harvey  who  came*  from  Bishop's  Stortford.    We 

[whilst  he  lived  Doctor  of  Laws  and  find  the   name  of  "John  Welsh,   of 

Master    of    the   hall   commonly    called  Bishop's  Stortford,  owing  ship-money, 

Trinity  Hall,  Cambridge,  and  also  Vicar  4*.,  gone  to  New  England,.  1687.6  S.  P.  6. 

of  Bishop's  Stortford),  deceased."    This  Charles  I.,  Domestic,  vol.  166. 

is  clearly  a  mistake  for  rector  of  Bishop's  *  Mather's  New  England,  Part  III.,  40 ; 

Stortford.  Brook's  Lives,  iii  419 ;  J.  B.  Sprague's 

»  Davids'  Nonconformity  in  Essex,  167.  Annals  of  the  American  Pulpit,  i.  54-59. 
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one  Charles  Denny,  described  in  the  following  inscription  on 
his  tomb :  "  Preacher  of  God's  Word,  Master  of  Arts  of  twelve 
years'  standing,  one  of  the  senior  fellows  of  King's  College,  in 
Cambridge,  grandson  to  Sir  Anthony  Denny,  Kt.,  who  was 
Privy  Counsellor  to  Henry  VIII.  .  .  .  The  said  Charles  died 
the  29th  December,  1635,  being  thirty-eight  years  of  age."1 

Regarding  the  school  at  which  John  Norton  was  usher, — the 
grammar  school,  Bishop  Stortford, — it  was  early  endowed  if  not 
founded  by  Mrs.  Margaret  Dane,  of  London,  1579.  Chauncy, 
who  was  brought  up  there,  says  of  it,  "  My  Reverend  Master, 
Mr.  Thomas  Leigh,  raised  a  fair  library  for  the  use  of  the 
school  in  this  town,  from  whence  I  was  sent  to  the  University 
of  Cambridge ;  it  was  an  excellent  nursery  that  supplied  both 
universities  with  great  numbers  of  gentlemen  who  proved 
eminent  in  divinity,  law,  and  physic,  and  some  in  matters  of 
state."2 

Richard  Butler  succeeded  Thomas  Bendish  in  1632,  and 
was  here  till  his  death  in  January  1 643-4.*  The  church- 
wardens had  the  following  year  to  buy  "  a  homily  book  and 
a  new  service  book,"  had  to  pay  "  for  mending  the  minister's 
gown";  as  a  fine  for  not  ringing  when  the  Chancellor  came, 
5s.,  and  for  ringing  at  his  going  away,  2&  2d.  We  also  find 
the  item : — 

44  lti35.  Paid  to  John  Eve  for  36  foote  of  new  glass©  in  ithe  sowth 
windowe  to  give  more  light  to  the  minister. — 1641.  To  John  Eve  for 
taking  downe  the  glasse  in  the  church  windowes  by  comand,  and  setting 
up  new,  18*. — 1643.  Pd.  for  or.  charges,  when  we  went  to  take  the 
Covenaunt,  6*. — 1644.  Paid  for  setling  a  minister  here  after  Mr.  Butler's 
decease,  and  for  two  petitions  and  the  sequestration,  and  a  copie  of  an 
order,  and  four  journeys  to  London,  £5  2*.  9<i. — Pd.  to  Mr.  Archer  for 
preaching  here  three  Saboaths,  when  the  place  was  voyd,  £1  10«."  This 
was  probably  Thomas  Archer  of  Chickney,  Essex.4 

1  "  K>35,  Mr.  Charles  Denny,  preacher,  sonne  of  Mr.  Richard  Butler,  vicar  of 

was  buried  the  30th  of  December." — Re-  this  Pishe  and  Preacher  of  God's  Word, 

rister  of  St.   Michael's.     Also,   "1635,  buried  the  25th  of  June.     1635,  Mrs. 

Mr.  Robinson,  a  minister  and  preacher,  Anne  Butler,  wife  of  Mr.  Richard  Butler, 

was  buried  the  4th  of  July."  vicar  of  Stortford,  was  buried  the  16th 

*  Chauncy,  Historical  Ardiq.  qf  Herts,  day  of  December.  1643-4,  Mr.  Butlrr, 
ed.  1826,  vol.  L,  p.  333.  Thos.  Leigh  was  vicar,  was  buried  the  xvith  of  January, 
vicar  1680-86.  1648-4,  Mrs.  Butler,  his  wife,  was  buried 

*  The    following    extracts   from    St.  the  xxth  of  January." 

Michael's  have  been  sent  me  by  Mr.  *  J.  L.  Glasscock  as  before,  pp.  74,  75 ; 

J.  L.  Glasscock :   "  1635,  Willm.  Butler,       Davids'  None,  in  Essex,  359. 
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The  minister  settled  in  1644  was  James  Fisher,1  who  is 
thus  named  in  the  Minutes  of  the  Committee  for  Plundered 
Ministers : — 

"  May  20th,  1646.  By  virtue  of  an  order  of  both  Houses  of  Parliament 
of  May  2nd,  It  is  ordered  that  the  yearly  rent  of  £46,  reserved  unto  the 
chief  chaunter  of  Paul's,  London,  out  of  the  impropriate  rectory  of 
Bishop's  Stortford,  be  paid  to  James  Fisher,  to  whom  the  vicarage  of 
the  market-town  of  Bishop's  Stortford  aforesaid,  in  the  county  of  Hert- 
ford, worth  but  £40  a  year,  is  sequestered.  And  that  the  said  yearly 
rent  of  £46  per  an.  shall  be  paid  to  the  said  Mr.  Fisher  at  such  times  and 
seasons  of  the  year  as  the  same  is  due  and  payable ;  the  first  payment 
hereof  to  be  made  and  accounted  to  begin  on  29th  September  last. — 
Gilbert  Millington." 

James  Fisher  was  the  minister  of  Norton,  in  this  county,  in 
1635,  and  he  probably  suffered  among  those  who  were  plun- 
dered. He  signs  the  petition  of  Hertfordshire  ministers  in 
1646,  praying  "  for  the  establishment  of  government  according 
to  our  Covenant."  The  following  Minutes  of  the  Committee 
for  Plundered  Ministers  show  that  James  Fisher  soon  resigned, 
as  means  of  support  failed  him : — 

"  June  10th,  1646.  It  is  ordered  that  the  Com*"  for  the  revenue  of  the 
church  of  Paul's,  London,  do  pay  unto  James  Fisher,  minister  of  Bishop's 
Stortford,  the  rent  reserved  out  of  the  impropriate  rectory  of  Bishop's 
Stortford  to  the  chief  chaunter  of  Pawel's,  London,  which  became  due 
and  payable  at  Michmas  and  the  Lady  last,  being  assigned  for  the  said 
Mr.  Fisher  by  former  orders  of  this  Committee  for  increase  of  his 
maintenance. — November  21st,  1646.  Whereas  the  vicarage  of  Bishop's 
Stortford  is  sequestered  unto  Mr.  James  Fisher,  who  hath  since  left  the 
same  ...  a  committee  of  parishioners  is  appointed. — November  1st,  1647. 
It  is  ordered  that  Robert  Freeman,  Justinian  Aylmer,  Tho.  King,  Ralph 
Bull,  and  Wm.  Dixon,  parishioners  of  Bishop's  Stortford,  be  continued, 
to  collect  the  rent  of  £46  reserved  to  the  chief  chaunter  of  Paul's, 
London,  to  satisfy  and  pay  the  same  to  such  persons  as  they  shall  provide 
to  officiate  the  cure  of  the  said  church. — April  18th,  1648.  Notwithstand- 
ing for  that  this  Com*"  have  (for  want  of  a  minister  to  be  settled  among 
them,  and  to  the  end  that  the  said  parish,  consisting  of  a  market  town, 
should  not  be  wholly  destitute  of  the  preaching  of  the  Word)  appointed 
divers  of  the  parishioners,  being  honest  and  responsible  persons,  to 
provide  from  time  to  time  for  the  service  of  the  said  cure,  and  the 
receivers  of  the  revenues  of  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  Paul's  refuse  to 

1  "  1645,  Jonathan  Fisher,   sonne  of  *  Add.  MSB.,  15,670,  fed.  18. 

James  and  ,  bapt.  the  13th  day 

of  AprilL"— St.  Michael's  Registers. 
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pay  the  augmentation  granted,  for  want  whereof  Mr.  Fisher,  their  late 
minister,  hath  been  forced  to  leave  them,  it  is  ordered  that  the  receivers  do 
appear  before  this  Com**— May  28th,  1649.  Whereas  this  Comittee  hath 
heretofore  granted  fourty-six  pounds  a  year  reserved  out  of  the  impro- 
priation of  Bishopp's  Storf ord  to  the  chief  chaunter  of  Paul's,  London,  for 
increase  of  the  maintenance  of  such  ministers  as  this  Comittee  should 
approve  of  to  officiate  the  cure  of  the  church  of  Bishopp's  Storford  afore- 
said ;  since  when  one  Mr.  Manning,  a  godlie  and  orthodox  divine,  hath 
officiated  the  said  cure  for  one  year  and  a  half  hitherto,  for  which  there 
is  due  unto  him  sixty-nyne  pounds  out  of  the  said  reservation,  it  is 
ordered  that  the  Comittee  of  Paul's,  London,  do  forthwith  pay  unto  the 
said  Mr.  Manning,  or  to  Mr.  Wm.  Stanbridge,  to  his  use  the  said  summe 
of  sixty-nyne  pounds  due  as  aforesaid  out  of  the  arrears  of  rent  reserved 
out  of  the  said  impropriation/" 

In  the  year  1650  the  Commissioners  to  inquire  touching 
Church  livings  report  (by  their  jurors  for  Bishop's  Stortford, 
Thomas  King  and  Alfred  Bull)  that  Thomas  Manning,  by  the 
desire  of  the  parishioners  (being  a  great  market  town),  doth 
supply  the  cure  and  enjoy  the  vicarage-house.  That  the 
vicarage  was  worth  £50,  and  that  there  was  £40  augmen- 
tation.3   We  also  find  the  following  document : — 

u  By  the  Trustees  for  the  maintenance  of  ministers,  August  23rd,  1650. 
Whereas  the  Committee  for  Plundered  Ministers  have  by  their  order, 
20th  of  May,  1646,  granted  the  yearly  rent  of  £46  (reserved  to  the  chief 
chaunter  of  St.  Paul's,  London)  out  of  the  impropriate  rectory  of  Bishop's 
Stortford,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  to  and  for  the  increase  of  the  main-  * 
tenance  of  the  minister  of  the  parish  church  of  Bishop's  Stortford,  and 
since  the  19th  September,  1649,  have  ordered  the  same  to  be  paid  to 
Mr.  Thomas  Manning,  minister  of  the  said  church.  It  is  therefore 
ordered  that  Mr.  Francis  Church,  receiver  of  the  said  rent,  do  forthwith 
pay  unto  the  said  Mr.  Manning  the  sum  of  £23,  being  one  half  year's 
rent  of  the  premises  to  him  due  on  or  about  March  25th  last,  the  said 
Mr.  Church  taking  the  said  Mr.  Manning  his  acquittance  for  the  receipt 
thereof.  Signed  in  the  name  and  by  the  appointment  of  the  said 
Trustees.  John  Phelpes,  clerk  to  the  said  Trustees/'3  (This  is  followed 
by  an  acknowledgment  of  the  payment,  signed  Tho.  Manning.) 

1  Bodleian  Lib.,  Plundered  Minister*,  sonne  of  Michael  and  Mary,  baptized 

823,  fol.  18i ;  825,  fols.  108, 109 ;  326,  fol.  xth  day  of  August.    1648,  Thomas  Man- 

136.  nyng,  son  of  John  and                     ,  bap- 

*  Lambeth  MSS.,  Survey  of  1650,  No.  tized  the  3rd  of  Aprile.    1651, 

10.  Manning,  sonne  of  John,  was  baptized 

*  Lambeth  MSS.,  Augmentations,  979.  the  24th  of  December.  1651.  The  wife 
Mr.  J.  L.  Glasscock,  junior,  has  sent  me  of  Michael  Manning  was  buried  ye  2nd 
the  following  from  St.  Michael's  Repis-  of  June.  1652,  Michael  Manning  was 
ters : — "  1635,  Thomas  Mannyng,  kins-  buried  the  25th  of  August.  1658,  The 
man  to  Michell  Manning,  buried  the  18th  birth  of  William  Manning,  sone  of  John 
of  February.    1645,  Michael  Manning,  and  Jane,  March  9th.    1654,  The  birth 
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Manning  was  not  permanently  settled  here  as  minister,  for 
early  in  1651  John  Paine  appears. 

"  February  14th,  1650-1.  Whereas  the  Committee  for  Reformation  of 
Universities  have  by  their  order  of  the  29th  January  last  continued  unto 
Mr.  John  Payne,  minister  of  Bishops  Starford,  in  the  county  of  Hert- 
ford, the  yearly  sum  of  £46  reserved  to  the  chiefe  chaunter  of  Paule's, 
London,  out  of  the  impropriate  rectory  of  Bishops  Starford  aforesaid,  to 
whom  there  became  due,  by  virtue  of  the  said  order  the  29th  day  of 
September  last,  one  half-year's  rent  of  the  premises,  amounting  to  the 
sum  of  £23.  It  is  ordered  that  Mr.  Lawrence  Steele,  treasurer,  do  forth- 
with pay  unto  the  said  Mr.  Payne,  the  said  sum  of  £23,  taking  the  said 
Mr.  Payne  his  acquittance  for  the  receipt  thereof.1 

"  Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  the  25th  day  of  October  in  the 
yeare  1654,  there  was  exhibited  to  the  Commissioners  for  Approbation  of 
Publique  Preachers  a  presentation  of  John  Paine,  clerke,  Master  of 
Arts,  to  the  vicarage  of  Bishop  Stortford,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  made 
to  him  by  Anthony  Denny  and  John  Willsby,  Esquires,  the  patrons 
thereof,  together  with  a  testimony  in  the  behalf e  of  the  said  John  Paine 
of  his  holy  and  good  conversation,  upon  perusal  and  due  consideration  of 
the  premisses  and  finding  him  to  be  a  person  qualified  as  in  and  by  the 
ordinance  for  such  approbation  is  required  ;  the  Commissioners  above 
mentioned  have  adjudged  and  approved  the  said  John  Paine  to  be  a  fit 
person  to  preach  the  Gospel,  and  have  graunted  him  admission  and  doe 
admit  the  said  John  Paine  to  the  vicarage  of  Bishop  Stortford  aforesaid 
to  be  full  and  perfect  possessor  and  incumbent  thereof.  And  doe  hereby 
signifie  to  all  persons  concerned  therein  that  he  is  hereby  intituled  to  the 
profitts  and  perquisitts  and  all  rights  and  dues  incident  and  belonging  to 
the  said  vicarage  as  fully  and  effectually  as  if  he  had  been  instituted  and 
inducted  according  to  any  such  lawes  and  customes  as  have  in  this  case 
formerly  been  made,  had,  or  used  in  this  realme.  In  witnes  whereof 
they  have  caused  the  common  seale  to  be  hereunto  affixed,  and  the  same 
to  be  attested  by  the  hand  of  the  register  by  his  Highness  in  that  behalf e 
appointed.    Dated  at  Whitehall  the  26th  day  of  October,  1654." 3 

It  thus  appears  that  John  Paine  was  appointed  in  1651  by 
the  Committee,  and  that  his  appointment  was  ratified  in  1654, 
Manning  having  already  left.  He  probably  is  the  same  whom 
we  have  already  met  with  as  minister  of  Sawbridgeworth  in 
1646.     The  churchwardens'  accounts  contain  these  items : — 

of  Jeames  Manning,  son  of  John,  Octo-  19th  (P).    1666,  John  Manning  buried 

ber  27.     1654,  The  birth  of  John  Mann-  October  18th  (P)."    Those  marked  (P) 

ing,  son  of  John  and  Em.  Aprill  14th.  in  1666-7  died  of  the  Plague. 

1655,  William  Manning,  son  of  John,  '  Lambeth  MSS.,  Augmentations,  978. 

buried  December  29th.    1656,  The  birth  a  Lambeth  MSS.,  Augmentations,  997, 

of  Ana  Manning,  daughter  of  Micell  and  lib.  2,  fol.  247.    "  John  Paine  certified  by 

Em,  February  15th.  1658,  Jeames  Mann-  John  Halster  of  Thorley,  Thos.  Leigh, 

ing,  son  of  John,  buried  July  7th.    1666,  John  Freind." 
John  Manning's  wife  buried  September 
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"  1656.  Given  to  a  minister  on  the  flint  day  of  July,  w*h  came  out  of 
Chestsheire,  Is.  &d.  Payd  to  Mr.  Payne  by  the  consent  of  the  parish- 
ioners, £3.  1658,  September  4th.  Payd  for  the  pulpitt,  £5.  Payd  for  the 
cushin  to  it,  £l  18*.  6rf.    Payd  for  bringing  downe  the  pulpitt,  80."  * 

Paine  continued  here  till  the  Bartholomew  Act  of  1662,  when 
he  resigned  his  living,  and  Nathaniel  Crowcher,  on  13th  Septem- 
ber, 1662,  was  appointed  in  his  stead  (per  amotionem  ult  vie.), 
"  by  the  removal  of  the  last  vicar."  Paine  is  frequently  named 
along  with  others  in  the  Acta,  against  whom  proceedings  were 
taken,  and  upon  whom  fines  were  imposed.  In  1662  "  Contra 
John  Paine,  John  Freeman,  Marie  Freeman,  M.  Britton  for  not 
coming  and  not  receiving  the  Sacrament  at  the  parish  church." 
In  1667  "  Contra  John  Paine,  et  multos  alios,  for  refusing  to 
come  to  the  public  assemblies  at  the  church  to  hear  Divine 
service  according  to  law."  And  still  in  1684,  "  Contra  John 
Paine  for  refusing  to  come." '  It  is  thus  evident  that  Paine 
continued  to  reside  at  Bishop's  Stortford,  though  he  is  named 
as  preaching  as  a  Nonconformist  at  Dunmow  and  Thaxted,  in 
Essex.8  In  1684  Jeremy  Cudworth  is  named  as  schoolmaster. 
Some  of  Paine's  family  remained  long  at  Bishop's  Stortford, 
for  the  following  epitaph  occurs  in  the  church :  "  Here 
lieth  the  body  of  Jonathan  Payne,  son  of  John  Payne,  late  of 
Bishop  Stortford,  minister  of  God's  Word,  deceased  June  the 
24th,  1681,  aged  thirty-one  years."  * 

1  Glasscock  as  before,  p.  76.  twenty-three  others  cited  for  making  a 

*  Acta  of  Archdeaconry  of  Middlesex  profession  of  religion  contrarie  to  the 
at  Chelmsford.  religion  nowe  established  in  the  realme 

*  Davids,  AnnaU  of  None,  in  Essex,  of  England,  and  do  absolutely  refuse  to 
p.  478.  "  There  was  a  Young  who  was  come  to  their  parish  church  upon  Sun- 
silenced  at  Bishop's  Stortford  where  he  dayes,  and  on  any  other  daies  set  apart 
had    been    associated    with    Jonathan  for  Divine  worahippe." 

Payne  ;  and  as  Payne  was  active  in  this  *  Chauncy,  166  ;    Salmon,  274.     Mr. 

neighbourhood  after  his  ejection,  and  was  Glasscock  sends  me  the  following  ex- 

probably  the  f  ounderof  the church  at  Dun-  tracts  from  the  St.  Michael's  Registers : — 

mow,  it  is  not  unlikely  that  Young  may  "  1645,  John  Payne  and  Ann  Britten 

have  laboured  here  after  he  was  silenced  maried  the  xxxth  day  of  October.     1646, 

at  Stortford."  See  also  pp.  495,  622.  John  The  birth  of  Mary  Payne,  daughter  of 

Young,  ejected  from  Ware,  afterwards  John  and    An,  was    the    12th  day  of 

preached  at  Kimpton,  where  he  had  pre-  March.    1648,  John  Payne  and  James 

viously  been  minister.    Edward  Young,  Payne,  sonnes  of  John  and  Anne,  were 

ejected   from    Anstey,   had    previously  baptized    the   xth    of   October.     1651, 

been  rector  at  Grinsted  and  Hadstock,  Jonathan  Payne,  sonne  of  Mr.  Payne, 

in  Essex ;  and  he  may  be  the  Young  was   baptized    the    fflowerth    of    May. 

here  meant.     We  find  no  trace  of  any  1658,  James  Payne,  son  of  John  and  An, 

minister  of  this  name  at  Bishop's  Stort-  birthday,  January  8th.     1656,  The  birth 

ford  at  this  time.    Mr.  Davids  sends  me  of  Mary  Paine,  daughter  of  John  and 

the  following  from  the  Acta  :  "  May  3rd,  Sara,  June  22nd.    1657,  Henery  Paine 

1668,  Jonathan  Payne  now  excommuni-  was  buried  December  14th."  1660,  Note  : 

cated.    July  1665,  Jonathan  Payne  and  The  entries  of  births  are  this  year  signed 


bbaughing.]  BISHOPS  STORTFORD.  701 

In  1683  there  is  a  long  list  of  persons,  chiefly  tradespeople, 
in  Bishop's  Stortfdrd,  against  whom  proceedings  were  taken 
in  the  Archdeacon's  Court. 

"  Bishop's  Stortf ord.  Officium  Domini  contra  Rogerum  Boltwood  for  not 
coming  to  the  Communion  at  Easter  or  Whitsuntide  last.  John  Boltwood, 
glasier,  Th.  Underwood,  bricklayer,  John  Gill,  Edw.  Bennett,  John 
Elsden,  innkeeper,  Wm.  Gray,  labourer,  Geo.  Holgate,  maltster,  Wm. 
Morris,  cutler,  Wm.  Speciall,  tailor,  Edw.  Matsen,  joiner,  Henry  Cramp- 
horne,  plumber,  John  Humphry,  victualler,  Humphry  Dixon,  grocer, 
Joseph  Scott,  ironmonger,"  etc.,  one  hundred  and  forty-five  names  in  all, 
chiefly  tradesmen,  mechanics,  farmers,  one  schoolmaster,  William  Ely, 
all  for  not  receiving  the  Communion  1683.1 

This  list  of  one  hundred  and  forty-five  names  shows  that  the 
Nonconformists  of  Bishop's  Stortford  were  not  only  numerous 
but  belonged  to  the  class  of  honest  tradesmen,  farmers,  and 
labourers,  and  that  they  were  among  the  most  respectable 
townsfolk  is  witnessed  by  the  circumstance  that  most  ot  the 
names  in  the  list  of  subscribers  to  the  building  of  the  school 
and  library  (as  given  by  Mr.  Glasscock  2)  occur  in  this  list  of 
persons  presented. 

Newcourt's  full  and  valuable  list  of  the  vicars  of  Bishop's 
Stortford  is,  as  usual,  defective  for  the  period  of  the  Common- 
wealth, 1640—1660.  The  following  is  the  result  of  the 
present  investigation : — 

Richard  Betynson.  1590.  Francis  Burlye. 

1561.  Richard  Fletcher.  1604.  William  Bendish,  S.T.B. 

1555.  John  Bartlett.  1616.  Thomas  Bendish,  M.A. 
1560.  Thomas  Sympson.  John  Norton,  curate  (circ.  1628). 

1571.  John  Gravett,  M.A.  1632.  Richard  Butler,  M.A. 

1575.  Jonas  Jerdfeld,  B.A.  1644.  (Mr.  Archer,  preacher). 

1580.  John  Cory.  1645.  James  Fisher. 

1581.  John  Lane.  1650.  Thomas  Manning. 
1583.  John  Bishop,  M.A.  1651.  John  Paine,  M.A. 
1586.  David  Sandye.  1662.  Nathanell  Crowcher. 

When  the  Five  Mile  Act  and  the  Conventicle  Act  were  still 

at  bottom  of  page  by  "John  Paine,  John  Paine,  sometime  vicar  of  this 
vicar."  •  "  1665,  Thomas  Payne  was  parish,  buried  in  ye  church  by  her 
buried  January  20th.  167(5,  Mr.  John  ffather  and  brother  June  1st."  Also  the 
Paine,  of  Hasel  End,  buried  August  following  may  be  noted  here  :  "  K>b0, 
25th.  1681,  Mr.  Jonathan  Paine,  grocer,  Robert,  son  of  Mr.  Edward  Sedgwick, 
son  of  Mr.  John  Paine,  sometime  vicar  usher  of  ye  school,  and  Rebecca,  bap- 
of  this  parish,  buried  in  the  church  June  tized  September  27th." 
25th.  1681,  Henry  Paine,  of  Hockerill,  !  Acta  of  the  Archdeaconry  of  Middle- 
buried  November  20th.  1682,  Sarah  sex  at  Chelmsford. 
Paine,  single  woman,  daughter  of  Mr.  *  Records  as  before,  p.  187* 
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in  full  force,  Bishop's  Stortford  was  a  favourite  resort  of  the 
silenced  ministers.  They  were  forbidden  to  live  within  five 
miles  of  any  borough,  and  this  drove  them  to  remote  farm- 
houses, which  were  very  difficult  to  get,  unless  they  were 
prepared  to  take  the  farm  itself.  But  Bishop's  Stortford, 
while  a  large  town,  was  not  a  borough  ;  it  was  a  market  town 
only,  and  five  miles  distant  from  any  borough.  Here  houses 
were  to  be  had,  and  hither  many  Nonconformists,  chiefly  from 
Essex,  removed. 

John  Warren,  born  September  29th,  1621,  M.A.  of  Oxford, 
Nonconforming  minister  of  Hatfield  Broad  Oak,  who  founded 
the  Nonconformist  church  there  in  1655,  removed  to  Bishop's 
Stortford.  Baxter  says  "  he  was  a  man  of  great  judgment  and 
ministerial  abilities,  moderation,  piety,  and  labour."  He  died 
at  Bishop's  Stortford,  September  1677.  Another,  John  Warren 
(perhaps  from  Thorley),  also  preached  and  died  here.  His 
funeral  sermon  was  preached  and  published  by  Henry  Lukin, 
with  a  little  treatise  of  Warren's  prefixed,  entitled,  The  Method 
of  Salvation.1 

Samuel  Ely,  Nonconforming  minister  of  Henham,  in  Essex, 
lived,  after  his  ejectment,  at  Bishop's  Stortford.  He  was  a 
great  critic  in  Greek  and  Hebrew  and  the  Oriental  tongues,  and 
was  a  man  of  great  worth,  but  humble  and  modest  to  a  fault. 
He  died  at  Bishop's  Stortford  1681,  and  was  buried  in  the 
church.  His  burial  is  entered  in  the  parish  register  thus : — 
"  Mr.  Samuel  Ely,  M.A.,  some  time  vicar  of  Henham,  in  Essex, 
buried  in  the  church  December  14th."  * 

Hugh  Glover,  of  Emanuel  College,  Cambridge,  Nonconform- 
ing vicar  of  Finchingfield,  Essex,  came  after  the  passing  of  the 
Conventicle  Act  to  reside  at  Bishop's  Stortford.     Here  we  find 

1  "  1677,  Mr.  John  Warren,  of  Hat-  infant  November  10th.  1687,  Ely,  Sarah, 

field  Broad oake,  was  buried  September  of  William  and  Elizabeth,  writing-master, 

23rd.   1696,  John  Warren,  a  dissenting  September    28th.     1704,  John,    son  of 

preacher,    was  buried  August   3rd." —       William  Ely  and  his    wife,    was 

From  St.  Michael's  Registers.  buried  January  20th.   1711,  William  Ely, 

*  Davids,  Annah  of  None,  in  Essex,  writing-master,   was    buried  November 

406.    A  letter  of  Ely's,  dated  September  28th  (P).     1712,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 

2nd,  1662,  may  be  seen  in the  Evan.  Mag.,  William  Ely  and  his  wife,  was  buried 

viii.  494.     Mr.  J.  L.  Glasscock  sends  me  May  81st."    There  appears  to  have  been 

these    extracts    from     the    Register  : —  an  epidemic  of  some  kind  in  1712,  either 

"1673,  Sarah,  daughter  of  Mr.  Samuel  plague  or  small-pox,  probably  the  latter. 

Ely,  buried  May  23rd.    1684,  Samuel,  Out   of   the    hundred    and    thirty-five 

son  of  Mr.  William  Ely  and  his  burials  registered  that  year  ninety-one 

wife,  baptized  November  8th ;  buried  an  are  marked  P. 
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him  in  1672  taking  out  a  licence  for  his  house  as  a  Presbyterian 
meeting-place,  and  for  himself  as  "  Presbyterian  teacher  in  his 
house  at  Bishop's  Stortford,  May  2nd,  1672."  Calamy  says 
"  he  did  not  preach  after  his  ejectment  till  the  Dissenters  had 
liberty  given  them,  but  went  to  church  with  his  family."  He 
adds,  "  He  died  of  a  consumption  at  Bishop's  Stortford." l  He 
was  buried  here  January  7th,  1678. 

Francis  Chandler,  ejected  from  Theydon  Mount,  Essex,  to 
make  way  for  James  Meggs  in  1660,  after  having  assisted 
Meggs  for  some  time,  became  a  Nonconformist  in  1662,  went 
first  to  London,  and  in  the  beginning  of  March  1666  he  removed 
to  Bishop's  Stortford,  and  there  enjoyed  the  agreeable  conver- 
sation of  good  Mr.  Ely  till  June  1667,  when  in  the  prime  of 
his  years  he  exchanged  this  for  a  better  life.  Mr.  Samuel 
Chandler,  who  was  first  pastor  of  the  congregation  of  Dissenters 
at  Fareham,  and  afterwards  pastor  of  a  church  at  Andover,  in 
Hampshire,  was  his  son.* 

But  the  chief  among  the  Nonconforming  clergy  who  came 
to  Bishop's  Stortford  was  Samuel  Cradock,  B.D.,  Fellow  of 
Emanuel  College.  Cambridge,  where  he  graduated  M.A.  in 
1649,  ejected  vicar  of  Cadbury  (north)  in  Somersetshire.  Upon 
the  death  of  Mr.  George  Cradock  he  became  heir  to  an  old 
gentleman,  Mr.  Walter  Cradock,  of  Wickhambrook,  in  Suffolk, 
who  at  his  death  left  him  his  estate.  When  he  came  to  Wick- 
hambrook he  organized  a  church  in  his  house,  and  devoted  his 
learning  to  the  education  of  young  men.  In  1672  he  took  out 
a  licence  as  Presbyterian  teacher  at  Geesing,  in  Wickham,  and 
continued  to  preach  for  twenty-six  years.  Dr.  Edmund  Calamy 
studied  under  him  for  two  years,  and  from  his  account  it 
appears  that  Mr.  Cradock  had  about  twenty  students,  equally 
divided  between  theology  and  the  sciences.  Charles  Lord 
FitzwUliam,  Moulshan  Hall,  Essex ;  George  Mayo,  only  son  of 
Israel  Mayo  of  Bayford,  Herts ;  Timothy  Goodwin,  afterwards 

i  Calamy,  Ace.,  807 ;  Cont.,  474 ;  Da-  a  Calamy,   Cora.,    489 ;    Davids.   499. 

▼ide,  Essex,  394.    Mr.  J.  L.  Glasscock  "1667,  Mr.  Francis  Chandler  buried 

sends  these:    "1665,   Susanna  Glover,  June    18th."     The    name   of  Chandler 

daughter  of  Mr.  Hugh  Glover  and  Mary  occurs   in   the  Stortford  Register  from 

his  wife,  was  buried  April  28th.    1676,  1651  '*  Chaundelier  "  down  to  the  middle 

Mr.  Martin  Glover,  ye  son  of  Mr.  Hugh  of  the  present  century. 
Glover,  was  buried  June  16th.   1678,  Mr. 
Hugh  Glover  buried  January  7th." — St. 
Michael's  Register*. 
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Archbishop  of  Cashel;  Joseph  Kentish,  son  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Kentish;  Robert  Billio,  Matthew  Henry's  successor  at  Hackney, 
were  among  his  pupils.1  The  last  ten  years  of  his  life  Mr.  Cra- 
dock  spent  at  Bishop's  Stortford,  as  pastor  of  a  congregational 
church.  He  preached  twice  every  Sabbath  to  the  very  last  of 
his  life,  save  one,  from  1696  to  1706,  when  he  died  at  the  age  of 
eighty -six,  and  was  buried  at  Wickhambrook,  October  7th,  1706. 
"  This  church,  of  which  Mr.  Cradock  was  pastor,  at  Bishop's 
Stortford,  continues,"  writes  Palmer,  "  in  a  flourishing  state  to 
this  day.  The  worthy  Mr.  Angus  lately  died  there,  having 
been  pastor  above  half  a  century.  See  his  funeral  sermon  by 
his  colleague,  Mr.  W.  Chaplin,  which  contains  a  just  character 
of  him."3 

We  have  not  succeeded  in  finding  the  lists  of  the  places  of 
meeting  for  religious  worship  for  Protestant  Dissenters  under 
the  Toleration  Act  certified  in  the  Archdeaconry  of  Middlesex, 
in  which  Bishop's  Stortford  is  included.  The  following  are 
from  the  lists  of  those  certified  at  Quarter  Sessions  lying  at 
Somerset  House : — 

44  No.  9.  Bishop's  Stortford,  a  place  of  meeting  certified  by  George 
Holgate,  of  Bishop's  Stortford.     Midsummer  Sessions,  1689." 

"  No.  97.  A  place  of  meeting  for  Independents  at  Bishop's  Stortford. 
certified  by  Robert  0.  Warner,  of  Bishop's  Stortford.  Epiphany  Sessions, 
1701." 

"  No.  102.  A  place  of  meeting  for  Anabaptists,  certified  by  John  Rat- 
land,  Bishop's  Stortford.    Midsummer  Sessions,  1702." 

"  No.  23.  House  of  Geo.  Barnes,  Bishop's  Stortford,  certified  as  a  place 
of  meeting  for  Independents  by  John  NicholL    9th  September,  1693/' 

"  No.  24.  House  of  Thomas  Spiltimber,  Bishop's  Stortford,  for  Inde- 
pendents, certified  by  Daniel  Brett.    9th  September,  1693." 

"  No.  25.  House  of  John  Reynolds,  Bishop's  Stortford,  for  Independents, 
certified  by  Henry  Pryor.    9th  September,  1693." 

•'No.  26.  House  of  M. Ramsey,  Bishop's  Stortford,  for  Independents 
certified  by  John  Cannon.    September  9th,  1693." 

"  No.  230.  MEETiNG-HOUSB,.Bishop's  Stortford,  for  Presbyterians,  cer- 
tified by  John  Rows.    20th  February,  1712.* 

"  No.  237.  House  of  James  Swann  at  Bishop's  Stortford,  certified  for 
Independents  by  John  Carter.    23rd  July,  1713." 

"  No.  755.  House  of  Thos.  Phipp,  Bishop's  Stortford,  certified  by  John 
Copington,  minister.    22nd  October,  1810." 

Toulmin,   Hi$t.  of  i)w.,  2.19,   591;  2  Palmer's  A  owe.  J/«n.,ii.  313;  iii.  178- 

Bogue  and  Bennett,  ii.  61.  181,  where  a  list  of  his  works  is  given. 
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"No.  1,063.  House  and  barn  of  T.  Phipp,  Bishop's  Stortford,  certified 
by  Wm.  Outlaw.    9th  January,  1818." 

"No.  1,167.  Building  in  Sandpit  Fields,  Bishop's  Stortford,  certified 
by  W.  Outlaw.    29th  November,  1819." 

Congregational  Church,  Bishop's  Stortford. 

We  have  already  seen  that  several  nonconforming  worthies 
besides  John  Paine  resided  here,  and  laboured  as  far  as  the 
restrictive  laws  would  allow ;  how,  in  1672,  Hugh  Glover  took 
out  a  licence  for  his  house  as  a  Presbyterian  meeting-place, 
and  a  licence  for  himself  to  preach  there.  Upon  the  passing 
of  the  Toleration  Act  a  chapel  was  erected,  and  the  venerable 
Samuel  Cradock  took  the  oversight  of  the  church  (Presby- 
terians and  Independents  being  united)  from  1696  till  his  death 
in  1706.  He  was  succeeded  by  Caleb  Wroe,  who  had  been 
trained  (1700-4)  under  the  tuition  of  William  Payne,  friend 
of  John  Owen,  and  pastor  of  a  church  at  Saffron  Walden. 
Dr.  Guyse  and  Richard  Rawlin  were  likewise  Payne's  pupils.1 

Wroe  was  followed  by  a  Mr.  Worth,  and  the  ministry  of 
Wroe  and  Worth  together  extended  over  ten  years,  1706 — 
1715.  In  the  following  year,  1716,  Richard  Rawlin  was  chosen 
pastor.  The  Church  Book  records,  "We  whose  names  are 
hereunto  subscribed,  the  remains  of  the  church  at  Bishop's 
Stortford  (late  under  the  pastoral  care  pf  the  Rev.  Mr.  Worth), 
being  deeply  sensible  how  much  'tis  our  interest  and  duty  .  .  . 
have  unanimously  agreed  solemnly  to  call  our  brother,  Rawlin, 
to  the  pastoral  charge  over  us,  November  5th,  1716."  Mr. 
Rawlin  marks  twenty-seven  members'  names  as  "  members  of 
the  church  in  Mr.  Worth's  time."  The  congregation  at  once 
became  large,  and  the  number  of  hearers  is  given  as  six  hundred, 
of  whom  forty  were  voters  for  the  county.2  Richard  Rawlin, 
after  leaving  Saffron  Walden,  had  been  for  a  time  chaplain  in 
the  family  of  a  Mr.  Warner,  of  Basfield  Hall,  Suffolk.  He 
remained  at  Bishop's  Stortford  from  1716 — 1730,  when  he 
removed  to  Fetter  Lane,  as  successor  to  Thomas  Tingey. 
Rawlin  is  described  as  "  a  judicious,  practical,  and  experimental 
divine ;  a  serious,  affectionate,  and  solid  preacher,  and  of  an 

1  Wilson's    Diss.  Churches,    iii.    455  ;       is  given  as  John. 
Bogue  and  Bennett,  ii.  66  ;  Prot.  Bus.  *  Evans'  MSS.,  Dr.  Williams'  Lib. 

Magn  1798,  p.  201,  where  Payne's  name 

45 
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excellent  Christian  spirit."1  He  died  December  15th,  1757, 
aged  seventy  years,  and  his  remains  lie  in  Bunhill  Fields.  His 
successor  at  Bishop's  Stortford  was  John  Halford,  ordained 
October  21st,  1730,  who  removed  in  a  short  time  to  Market 
Harborough,  and  thence  to  Horselydown,  where  he  ministered 
till  his  death,  May  22nd,  1703.2  Next  came  John  Roberts, 
who  died  here.  "  John  Roberts,  Dissenting  minister,  buried 
August  8th,  1732." 8  He  was  followed  by  Samuel  Wood,  who 
was  here  three  years,  and  left  for  Woodbridge.  Next  came 
James  Belsham,  who  remained  twelve  years,  and  removed  to 
Newport  Pagnell  in  1748.  John  Angus  followed,  and  was 
here  nearly  fifty  years.  He  died  here,  and  was  buried  in  the 
churchyard,  December  22nd,  1801,  aged  seventy-seven.4  Wil- 
liam Chaplin  was  ordained  here  August  23rd,  1797,  and 
became  one  of  the  most  influential  ministers  in  the  county- 
He  died  April  24th,  1844,  aged  seventy  years,  having  been 
pastor  here  nearly  forty-seven  years.  The  following  is  a  list 
of  the  ministers : —  . 

John  Paine,  ejected  1662.  Samuel  Wood,  1732—1735. 

Hugh  Glover,  1672.  James  Belsham,  1736—1748. 

Samuel  Cradock,  1696—1706.  John  Angus,  1748-1797. 

Caleb  Wroe,  1706.  William  Chaplin,  1797—1844. 

Worth,  till  1715.  W.  A.  Hurodall,  1845—1861. 

Richard  Rawlin,  1716—1730.  William    Cuthbertson.    B.A.,    1864— 

John  Halford,  1730.  1880. 

John  Roberts,  1731-2.  J.  P.  Wilson,  B.A.,  1881—1883. 

Society  of  Friends.  Fox,  in  his  Journal,  1655,  writes :  "  Then  we 
rode  to  Bishop  Stortford,  where  some  were  convinced,  and  to  Hertford, 
where  also  some  were  convinced,  and  where  now  there  is  a  large  meeting." 
In  the  parish  register  is  this  note  :  "  So  baptized  in  ye  year  1683  males 
40,  females  26,  in  all  66,  ye  greatest  number  that  ever  yet  was  baptized 
in  this  parish  in  one  year,  or,  at  least,  for  a  long  time.  There  were 
besides  some  Quakers'  children  borne  here  unbaptized,  and  there  were  3 
stillborne."  The  present  meeting-house  in  New  Town  Road  was  built 
in  1709  ;  there  was  a  meeting-house  previous  to  this,  which  was  "  allowed 
and  graunted"  to  the  builder  of  the  present  one  at  the  time  of  making 
his  contract.  The  parties  to  the  agreement  were  William  Dimsdale,  of 
Stortford,  "surgeon  and  practitioner  of  physick,  Thomas  Appelby,  of 
Stortford,  grocer,  and  John  Savell,  of  Stortford,  carpenter."  The  agree- 
ment is  dated  May  20th,  1709,  and  is  signed  by  Wm.  Ely,  Robert  Morris, 
J.   Savell,  Wm.  Dimsdale.     Thomas  Story  writes:  "April  18th,  1722. 

1  W.  Wilson,  Dits.  Churches,  iii.  456.  3  Parish  Register,  St  Michael's. 

'  Ibid.,  iv.  268,  'Glasscock  as  before,  p.  210. 
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On  the  20th  I  went  to  Bishop's  Stortford,  where  the  meeting  was  small 
and  many  drowsy,  bnt  pretty  well  awake  before  the  meeting  ended.    I 
lodged  at  William  Dimsdale's."  l    On  a  tablet  let  into  the  boundary  wall 
of  the  burial-ground  are  the  following  inscriptions  : — 
"  Within  this  ground  are  buried  as  under — 

"  Ann  Dimsdale,  died  3d  Mo.,  9, 1779,  aged  64  years. 

"  Joseph  Dimsdale,  died  4th  Mo.;  26, 1779,  aged  64  years. 

"  Elizabeth  Dimsdale,  died  1st  Mo.,  2,  1780,  aged  64  years. 

"  John  Dunnage,  died  1st  Mo.,  2,  1792,  aged  73  years. 

"Matthew  Dunnage,  died  12th  Mo.,  19,  1793,  aged  69  years. 

"  Thomas  Dimsdale,  died  12th  Mo.,  30,  1800,  aged  88  years.2 

"Upsher  Day,  died  6th  Mo.,  27,  1803,  aged  28  years. 

11  Mary  Wright,  died  7th  Mo.,  3, 1804,  aged  63  years. 

"Elizabeth  Dimsdale,  died  10th  Mo.,  16,  1812,  aged  81  years.' 

"  Mary  Speciall,  died  3rd  Mo.,  29,  1813,  aged  63  years. 

"Joseph  Speciall,  died  11th  Mo.,  17,  1819,  aged  74  years. 

"  Thomas  Dimsdale,  died  4th  Mo.,  18,  1823,  aged  65  years." 

The  Dimsdales  were  the  principal  family  connected  with  the  Friends 
here.  There  is  no  meeting  of  Friends  in  Bishop's  Stortford  now ;  the 
meeting-house  is  let  occasionally  for  religious  services,  temperance  missions, 
etc.    The  Friends  are  strong  at  Stansted,  Essex,  three  miles  from  here.4 

Baptist  Chapel.  In  1810  Thomas  Phipp  had  his  house  registered  for 
preaching,  in  which  various  ministers  officiated  occasionally.  In  1818  a 
barn  in  South  Street  was  hired  and  fitted  up  for  preaching.  James 
Stuart,  of  Sawbridgeworth,  was  the  first  minister.  A  piece  of  ground 
was  purchased  in  Sandpit  Field  and  a  meeting-house  built,  which  was 
opened  on  November  30th,  1819.    The  following  have  been  ministers : 

Waldron,  from  Oundle,  June  25th,  1821 ;  George  Dance,  from  Mill 

End,  Hertford,  1824.  James  Webb  was  here  only  six  months,  afterwards 
Prof.  Webb,  of  Manchester  College.  James  Halpin,  1830—1836.  Ben- 
jamin Hodgkins  came  in  1836,  and  is  here  still  (1884). 

Nonconformist  Grammar  School.  This  is  the  first  and  at  present 
the  only  school  founded  by  the  East  of  England  Nonconformist  School 
Company  Limited.  This  Company,  of  which  the  names  of  Mr.  Edward 
Grimwade,  J.P.,  of  Ipswich,  Chairman  ever  since  its  formation,  the 
Rev.  W.  Cuthbertson,  B.A.,  and  Rev.  T.  W.  Davids,  may  be  taken  as 
representative,  was  formed  with  the  purpose  of  securing  to  the  middle 
classes  in  their  district  a  liberal  education,  which  should  be  as  cheap  as 
consisted  with  efficiency,  and  unsectarian.  In  1856  a  Proprietary  School 
had  been  founded  at  Bishop's  Stortford  by  churchmen  and  Dissenters 
together,  at  which,  among  others,  Prof.  A.  Wilkins,  of  Owen's  College,  and 

eofTh&ma*  Story  (ed.  17  47).  p.  636.  He  was    also    M.P.  for  Hertford.    He 
_    is  Thomas  Dimsdale  was  the  cele-  quitted   practice    in    1784.     He    wrote 
brated  physician  who  inoculated  for  the  Frock  on  Inoculation. 
small-pox.    In  1768  he  went  to  Russia  *  Wife  of  Baron  Dimsdale. 
and  inoculated  the  Empress  and  Grand  4  This  account  of  the  Friends  is  fur- 
Duke,  for  which  he  was  made  a  baron.  nished  by  Mr.  J.  L.  Glasscock. 


V&t. 
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Rev.  W.  Field,  of  Silcoates  School,  were  educated.  The  commercial  success 
of  the  Collegiate  School,  as  it  was  called,  was  much  less,  however,  than  its 
educational,  partly  as  the  result  of  the  mixed  character  of  its  proprietary. 
The  premises  were  therefore  sold  to  the  new  company,  and  the  school, 
after  such  extensive  enlargements  as  to  be  almost  a  new  building,  was 
formally  opened  in  September  1868,  with  the  Rev.  Richard  Alliott,  MJL, 
of  Cambridge,  who  still  continues,  as  head  master.  What  were  intended 
to  be  the  limits  of  the  Nonconformist  character  of  the  school,  and  what 
indeed  always  have  been,  the  following  extract  from  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Binney'8  address  sufficiently  indicates:  "Not  dissent  is  to  be  taught,  but 
Christ's  religion  separated  from  what  the  Nonconformist  deems  to  be 
objectionable  in  the  characteristic  teaching  of  the  Church  of  England." 

Thb  East  of  England  Nonconformist  Girls'  School,  Bishop's  Stort- 
ford,  was  established  in  1871  by  the  East  Anglican  Girls'  College  Company. 
Its  Chairman  is  Woodham  Death,  Esq. ;  its  Secretary,  Rev.  T.  W.  Davids ; 
its  Lady  Principal.  Miss  M.  B.  Lewin.  Its  object  is  to  provide  a  first 
class  education  at  a  more  moderate  cost  than  is  usual  in  the  higher  class 
boarding-schools.  The  school  was  opened  with  an  address  by  the  Rev. 
Thomas  Binney  on  July  23rd,  1872,  which  was  printed  and  published. 

THORLEY. 
Acres,  1,516  ;  pop.,  415;  value,  £542. 

Christopher  Taten,  M.A.,  was  rector  here  in  1576,  and  is 
described  as  concionator  and  in  sacrw  peritus,1  indicating 
that  he  was  a  learned  man.  Having  gone  to  Rome,  1583, 
upon  some  business,  he  was  imprisoned  and  sent  to  the  galleys 
with  another  Englishman,  Peter  Backer.  His  wife  enlisted 
the  sympathy  of  friends  in  his  behalf  to  obtain  his  liberation ; 
in  particular  one  Tither,  who  wrote  to  the  rector  of  the  English 
Seminary  there,  and  also  to  Lord  Burghley.2  He  was  suc- 
ceeded in  1594,  when  he  resigned,  by  Fran.  Burlye,  who  was 
then  also  vicar  of  Bishop's  Stortford,  and  who  held  this  living 
till  his  death  in  1619.  Next  came  John  Montford,  S.TJP. 
(son  of  Thomas,  and  brother  of  James,  rectors  of  Tewin),  whom 
we  shall  have  to  name  as  vicar  of  Anstey,  of  Ware,  and  of 
Stanstead ;  and  who  seems  to  have  held  simultaneously  four 
livings  in  the  county  besides  the  Prebend  of  Sneating,  Essex. 
He  was  a  friend  and  servant  of  Archb.  Laud.  He  resigned  this 
living  of  Thorley  in  1640,  and  was  succeeded  by  Robert  Port, 
another  of  Laud's  clergy,  from  whom  this  living  was  seques- 

»  Lambeth  MSS.,  900,  892,  vol.  4.  *  Strype's  Annah,  III,  i.  275 ;  ii.  271. 


BRAUGHIHG.]  THORLEY.  709 

tered  by  the  Parliament  in  1642.  He,  too,  was  a  pluralist, 
holding,  together  with  Thorley,  the  rectory  of  St.  Margaret's, 
New  Fish  Street,  London.  Walker  gives  the  following  account 
of  him l : — 

"  Robert  Pory,  B.D.,  rector  of  St.  Margaret's,  New  Fish  Street,  London, 
and  of  Thorley,  Herts.  He  was,  as  'tis  said,  related  to  Bishop  Jnxon, 
who,  whilst  Bishop  of  London,  conferred  on  him  the  former  of  these 
rectories,  September  28th,  1640,  and  in  November  following  he  had  the 
other  rectory  bestowed  upon  him.  He  was  sequestered  from  both  these 
livings ;  from  the  latter  about  March  1642-3,  at  which  time  one  Halsiter 
was  substituted  in  his  room  there  by  the  House  of  Commons.  In  1660  he 
was  repossessed  of  both  his  rectories,  but  quitted  them  soon  after,  and 
became  (besides  many  other  preferments)  rector  of  Much  Hadham,  in 
Herts.    He  died  November  25th,  1669." 

In  the  Commons  Journals  (III.)  on  March  7th,  1642-3,  we 
find  "  an  order  for  sequestering  the  rents  of  the  vicarage  of 
Thorley,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  whereof  Robert  Pory  is 
parson,  for  the  use  of  John  Halsiter,  M.A.,  a  godly,  learned, 
and  orthodox  divine."  John  Halsiter  signs  the  petition  to  the 
House  of  Lords  in  favour  of  "government  according  to  our 
Covenant"  in  1646.  We  find  him  still  here  in  1650,  when,  in 
behalf  of  the  Commissioners  to  inquire  touching  Church 
livings,  the  jurors, — 

"  Richard  Godfrey  and  Edward  Plum,  present  that  Mr.  John  Halsiter 
is  parson  of  Thorley,  that  the  house,  glebe,  and  tithes  are  of  the  value  of 
£117,  that  £10  was  paid  for  a  fifth  and  some  part  of  the  glebe,  and  tenths 
about  £5,  in  all  £15,  which  being  deducted,  there  remained  £102. "8 

John  Halsiter  must  have  died  here  about  the  year  1658, 
for  we  find  the  following  notice  regarding  the  next  incum- 
bent : — 

"  Richard,  by  the  grace  of  God  Lord  Protector  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  England,  Ireland,  and  Scotland.  We  present  Edward  Warren,  clerke, 
to  the  rectory  of  Thorley,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  by  the  death  of  the 
last  incumbent  there  or  howsoever  void,  Commanding  and  requiring  you 
forthwith  to  admit  the  said  Edward  Warren  to  the  rectory  of  Thorley 
aforesaid,  and  that  you  truly  and  lawfully  institute  him  rector.  12th 
April,  1669.    Signed,  Hastings."1 

"Thorley,  in  the  county  of  Hertford.  Edward  Warren,  cl.,  admitted 
the  13th  day  of  April,  1659,  to  the  B.  of  Thorley,  in  the  county  of  Hert- 
ford, upon  a  pres.  exhibited  the  same  day  from  His  Highnes,  Richard, 

»  8ufferinas  of  Clergy,  Part  II.,  174.  »  Lambeth  MBS.,  947. 

*  Lambeth  MSS.,  Survey  1650,  No.  10. 
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Lord  Protector,  under  the  great  Seal  of  England,  and  certificates  from 
John  Trevor,  Jo.  Humfry,  Tho.  Elford  of  Acton,  Hen.  Lukin  of  High 
Laver."' 

Calamy  describes  Warren  as  "  a  very  hopeful  young  man." 

He  was  probably  kinsman  to  Mr.  John  Warren,  one  of  the  triers 

for  the  county,  who  was  for  a  time  vicar  of  Hemel  Hemsted. 

Edward  Warren  was  ejected  from  this  rectory  in  a  very  short 

time ;  indeed,  his  appointment  must  have  been  one  of  the  last 

official  acts  of  the  Protector  Richard.    In  1660  Robert  Port 

was  re-established  here  and  in  his  London  living,  but  left  for 

Hadham  Magna  in  1662.     He  was  followed  by  one  Benjamin 

Some,  Conformist.     The  following  is  a  list  of  the  rectors  from 

1573—1662  :— 

1573.  Christopher  Taten,  M.A.  1643.  John  Halsiter. 

1594.  Francis  Buriye.  1659.  Edward  Warren. 

1619.  John  Montfbrd,  S.T.P.  1660.  Robert  Pory,  restored. 

1640.  Robert  Pory.  1662.  Benjamin  Some. 

The  lists  in  the  Archdeacon's  Court  of  certified  places  of 
worship  for  Protestant  Dissenters  are  missing.  The  following 
occurs  among  the  registrations  at  Quarter  Sessions : — 

"  910.  Honse  of  James  Morley,  in  the  parish  of  Thoriey,  certified  by 
James  Morley,  Spencer's  Farm,  28th  March,  1815.'' 

THUNDR1DGE. 
Acres,  2,160  ;  pop,  467  j  value,  £220. 

This  rectory  (says  Chauncy)  is  impropriated  to  the  per- 
petual use  of  the  Masters  and  Fellows  of  Trinity  College, 
Cambridge,  and  is  a  chapelry  to  Ware.  William  Dixey  is 
named  in  1576  as  minister  there.2  The  first  vicars  Chauncy 
mentions  are  Mr.  Gates  and  Mr.  Redyear,  but  he  assigns  no 
dates  for  these  two,  and  the  names  are  suspiciously  like  those 
in  the  following  extracts.  First  in  the  records  of  the  Com- 
mittee for  Plundered  Ministers : — 

"  August  19th,  1646.  It  is  ordered  that  Mr.  Thomas  Meade,  farmer  of 
the  impropriate  rectory  of  Thnndridge,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  under 
Trinity  College,  in  Cambridge,  do  show  cause  before  this  Committee  on 
the  15th  of  September  next  wherefore  he  should  not  allow  a  competent 
maintenance  out  of  the  profits  of  the  said  rectory  for  the  maintenance  of 

»  Ibid.,  999,  foL  244.  »  Lambeth  MSS.,  900,  xii;  892,  iv. 
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Henry  Yates,  curate  of  the  parish  church  of  Thundridge  aforesaid,  in 
regard  that  the  said  Mr.  Yates  is  to  be  maintained  out  of  the  profits  of 
the  said  rectory,  and  his  present  maintenance  is  but  £16  a  year."1 

Yates  is  named  as  minister  here  in  a  ship-money  list, 
bearing  date  1636.*  Henry  Yates  also  signs  the  petition  of 
Hertfordshire  ministers  to  the  House  of  Lords  for  the  setting 
up  of  government  according  to  our  Covenant  in  1646.  Next 
the  Commissioners  appointed  to  inquire  touching  Church 
livings  in  1650  report,  by  their  jurors,  John  Bydes  and  George 
Tyler,  that  Ezekiel  Edgar  is  vicar,  and  that  the  house,  glebe, 
and  tithes  are  worth  £15  10s.  per  annum}  We  find  this 
Ezekiel  Edgar  admitted  to  the  rectory  of  Stanmore,  in  Middle- 
sex, on  August  29th,  1662,  "per  ces&ionem  Samuel  Stancliffe." 
There  he  died  in  1663. 

The  next  vicar  of  Thundridge  was  Anastasius  Lightfoot, 
second  son  of  the  learned  Dr.  John  Lightfoot  of  Much  Munden, 
in  this  county.  He  had  these  additions  to  his  name,  Cotto- 
nus,  Jacksonus, — in  memory  of  Sir  Rowland  Cotton  and  Sir 
John  Jackson,  two  dear  friends  of  his  father.  He  was  at 
Thundridge  many  years,  and  died  here  leaving  one  son,  who 
was  apprenticed  in  London.4  In  1662  and  later  years  the 
Acta  name  him  as  presented  for  solemnizing  marriages  infor- 
mally. In  1671  John  Figgett  is  named,  and  in  1686  Francis 
Orange  as  curate.6    The  following  is  a  list  of  ministers  here : — 

1576.  William  Dixey.  1660.  Anastasius  Lightfoot 

1636.  Henry  Yates.  1671.  John  Figgett. 

1650.  Ezekiel  Edgar.  1686.  Francis  Grange. 

We  lack  the  lists  of  registrations  of  places  of  worship  for 
Protestant  Dissenters  in  the  Archdeaconry  of  Middlesex.  The 
following  occurs  in  those  at  Quarter  Sessions : — 

"  444.  House  of  John  Goodwin,  in  the  parish  of  Thundridge,  for  Inde- 
pendents, certified  by  John  Goodwin,  of  Wade's  Mill  14th  February, 
1798.we 

»  Add  MSB.,  15,670,  fol.  188.  *  Acta  of  the  Archdeaconry  of  Middle- 

9  S.  P.  O.  Domestic ;  Charles  I.,  vol.  351,  sex,  at  Chelmsford. 

No.  84.  •  Register-General's  Office,  large  folios, 

*  Lambeth  MSB.,  Survey  1650,  No.  10.  Somerset  House. 

4  Iightfoot's    Works,    Pitman's    ed., 
▼ol.  i.,  preface  xxii,  428. 
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WARE. 
Acres,  4,700 ;  pop.,  6,744 ;  value,  £431. 

The  following  sufferers  among  the  Lollards  are  worthy  of 
note  in  connection  with  this  old  town :  "  Thomas  Clerk  and 
his  wife,  of  Ware.  Henry  Miller,  of  Tucke,  by  Ware. 
Buying  the  Bible,  reading  the  Bible,  dissuading  from  bowing 
to  images,  refusing  to  believe  in  the  sacrament  of  the  altar,  were 
the  main  accusations.  Poor  Thomas  Clerk,  forced  by  his  oath, 
did  detect  as  his  instructor  one  Christopher  Tinker,  of  Wick- 
ham,  who  came  to  his  house  at  Ware,  talked  of  the  poverty  of 
the  world  and  of  God  in  heaven,  and  said  to  Clerk  that  the 
sacrament  of  the  altar  was  a  holy  thing,  but  not  the  flesh  and 
blood  of  Christ  Regarding  the  pieces  of  bread,  Thomas  Clerk 
had  said  that  if  every  one  of  these  were  a  god,  then  there  were 
many  gods.  To  whom  the  priest  answered,  that  till  the  holy 
words  were  spoken  over  it,  it  was  of  no  power,  and  then  it 
was  very  God,  Flesh  and  Blood ;  adding  that  it  was  not  mete 
for  a  layman  to  speak  of  such  things.  These  words  of  the 
priest,  being  recited  to  Tinker  by  Clerk,  he  replied,  'Let 
every  man  say  what  they  will,  but  you  shall  find  it  as  I  show 
you ;  and  if  you  will  take  the  labour  to  come  to  my  house,  I 
will  show  you  further  proof  of  it'  Henry  Miller,  by  Ware, 
did  show  to  one  Roger  Dods  (also  accused)  a  certain  story  of  a 
woman  in  the  Apocalypse  riding  upon  a  red  beast.  This 
Henry  Miller  was  twice  abjured.  This  was  in  the  year  1521, 
when  one  Stephen  Leder  was  priest  at  Ware." l 

Fox  also  tells  of  1  onner  leaving  his  retinue  at  Hadham  and 
going  off  to  Ware  on  the  occasion  of  a  visitation  of  his  in  the 
year  1554. 

" '  Leaving  his  dinner  he  rode  that  night  with  a  small  company  of  his 
household  to  Ware,  where  he  was  not  looked  for  for  three  days  after,  to 
the  great  wonder  of  all  the  country.'  In  the  year  1555  a  Protestant  con- 
fessor, named  Thomas  Fust,  was  burnt  to  death  at  Ware.  At  his  last 
appearing,  July  12th,  the  bishop  moved  him  to  revoke  his  opinion,  and 
thus  he  answered,  '  No,  my  lord,  for  there  is  no  truth  oometh  out  of  your 
month,  but  all  lies.  Ye  condemn  men,  and  will  not  hear  the  truth. 
Where  can  ye  find  any  anointing  or  greasing  [i.e.,  the  sacrament  of 
Extreme  Unction]  in  God's  Book  ?  I  speak  nothing  but  the  truth,  and  I 
am  certain  that  it  is  the  truth  that  I  speak." " 

"  This  answer  of  his  only/'  says  Fox,  "  I  find  noted  in  the 

1  See  Fox,  Acts  and  Monuments,  folio  ed.,  1684,  ii.  28, 88,  86 ;  Newconrt,  Rep^  L  904. 
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Register,  though  how  slenderly  these  registers  have  dealt,  in 
omitting  those  things  most  worthy  to  be  known,  it  is  easy  to 
be  seen.  Fust,  however,  was  condemned  by  the  bishop  in  his 
accustomed  pity  to  be  burned  as  a  heretic,  and  he  finished  his 
martyrdom  at  Ware  in  the  month  of  August  1555." x  Robert 
Kynsey  was  the  priest  at  Ware  at  this  date. 

Strype  tells  us  that  on  "November  4th,  1559,  a  priest  was 
married  at  St.  Botolph's,  Aldgate,  unto  the  widow  of  a  priest, 
deceased,  late  minister  of  Ware,  in  Herts  (probably  Wm. 
Dowsing),  when  one  West,  a  new  doctor,  for  so  they  that  were 
gospellers  were  now  called,  preached;  and  in  his  sermon 
declaimed  much  against  the  rood-lofts  (now  the  roods  were 
gone),  where  still  the  people  showed  their  devotions."  * 

The  celebrated  Puritan,  Thomas  Lever,  of  St.  John's,  Cam- 
bridge, preacher  to  King  Edward  VI,  settled  at  Coventry 
1559,- and  afterwards  master  of  Sherburn  Hospital,  in  the  county 
of  Durham,  died  at  Ware  on  a  journey  from  London,  July 
1577.*  Robert  Key,  B.A.,  is  named  as  vicar  in  1576.  He  was 
inducted  to  the  vicarage  of  Hayes,  Middlesex,  in  1582.4 

The  next  name  of  note  in  the  annals  of  Puritanism  at  Ware 
is  that  of  Charles  Chauncy,  great  uncle  to  the  well-known 
historian  of  the  county,  Sir  Henry  Chauncy.  He  was  vicar  of 
Ware  from  1627  to  1635,  and  during  those  years  suffered  much 
on  account  of  his  Puritanism.  Fifth  and  youngest  son  of 
George  Chauncy,  he  was  born  at  Yardleybury,  and  was  baptized 
on  November  5th,  1592.  He  was  educated  at  Westminster 
School,  and  afterwards  at  Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  where 
he  proceeded  B.A.  in  1613,  and  M.A.  in  1617.  He  also  became 
Fellow  and  S.T.B.  in  1624.  He  was  chosen  Professor  of 
Hebrew,  being  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  thorough  Hebrew 
scholars  of  the  day;  but  the  Vice-chancellor,  Dr.  Williams, 
overruled  the  choice  in  favour  of  one  of  his  own  relatives, 
upon  whidh  Charles  Chauncy  was  appointed  Professor  of  Greek. 
Leaving  the  University,  he  was  first  settled  at  Marston- 
Laurence,  in  Northamptonshire,  but  on  February  27th,  1627, 
he  became  vicar  of  Ware,  and  acquired  a  high  reputation  as 

*  Fox  as  before,  iii.  848.  4  Lambeth    MSS.,    900  ;    Newcourt, 

*  Strype's  Grindal,  89.  Rep.,  i.  641,  904. 
»  Fuller,   Worthies  (ed.  Tegg),  ii.  204. 

Bat  see  Brook,  Lives,  i.  222. 
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a  preacher.  Upon  the  publication  of  the  Book  of  Sports,  he 
spent  the  Sunday  afternoon,  not  in  preaching,  which  was  then  . 
forbidden,  but  in  catechising  persons  of  all  ages  who  would 
come  to  him.  This  was  declared  to  be  as  bad  as  preaching. 
In  April  1630,  articles  were  exhibited  in  the  High  Commission 
Court  against  him,  ''for  preaching  against  the  Bacchanalia 
and  disorders,  and  opposing  the  railing  in  of  the  communion- 
table."1 He  was  also  charged  with  having  asserted  "that 
idolatry  was  admitted  into  the  Church,  that  there  was  a  great 
increase  of  atheism,  popery,  Arminianism,  and  heresy."  He 
was  pronounced  guilty,  before  Laud,  "  of  contempt  of  eccle- 
siastical government,  and  of  raising  a  schism/'  and  was 
suspended  from  his  ministry  till  he  should  recant,  and  sen- 
tenced to  pay  costs  and  to  be  imprisoned.  His  courage  failed 
him,  and  he  made  the  following  recantation : — 

"  Whereas  I,  Charles  Chauncy,  clerk,  late  vicar  of  Ware,  stand  con- 
victed for  opposing  the  setting  of  a  rail  about  the  communion-table,  in 
the  parish  church  of  Ware,  with  a  bench  thereunto  affixed,  saying  that  it 
was  an  innovation,  a  snare  to  men's  consciences,  and  a  breach  of  the 
second  commandment,  an  addition  to  the  Lord's  worship,  and  that  which 
hath  driven  me  out  of  the  town,  I  do  hereby  acknowledge  my  great  offence 
in  using  the  said  invective  words,  and  am  heartily  sorry  for  them,"  etc. 

This  unfortunate  recantation  he  never  ceased  bitterly  to 
regret.   Forty  years  afterwards,  even  in  his  will,  he  declares — 

"  I  still  keep  fresh  before  me,  with  mourning  and  self-abhorrence,  my 
sinful  compliances  with  and  conformity  unto  vile,  human  inventions,  and 
hell-bred  superstitions  patched  to  the  service  of  God,  with  which  the  English 
Mass-Book — I  mean  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer — is  so  fully  fraught." 

He  did  not  resume  his  cure  of  souls  at  Ware.  John  Mont- 
FORD,  whom  we  have  already  met  with,  held  this  vicarage 
for  a  time,  in  addition  to  his  other  preferments,  and  was 
followed  by  Isaac  Craven.  Chauncy  resolved  to  seek  a 
refuge  in  New  England,  where  he  arrived  on  June  1st,  1638, 
and  became  pastor  of  a  church  at  Scituate,  where  he  was  for 
twelve  years.  About  the  year  1653  an  invitation  was  sent  to 
him  from  his  congregation  at  Ware  urging  him  to  return  and 
resume  his  ministry  among  them,  but  just  as  he  had  made  up 
his  mind  to  accept,  and  had  come  to  Boston  to  embark,  he  was 
invited  to  take  the  Presidency  of  Harvard  College.     This  he 

i  MS.  Dr.  Williams'  lib.,  R.M.G.,  873. 
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did,  and  was  inducted  there  on  November  27th,  1654.  Here 
he  continued  highly  esteemed  and  useful  till  his  death,  Feb- 
ruary 19th,  1672,  in  the  eightieth  year  of  his  age.  He  had 
six  sons  and  two  daughters  by  Catherine  his  wife,  daughter  of 
Robert  Eyre,  of  Wiltshire.  Isaac  was  born  at  Ware,  August 
23rd,  1632,  educated  at  Harvard  College,  became  minister  of 
Woodborough,  in  Wilts,  whence  he  was  ejected  in  1662,  and 
afterwards  became  pastor  of  the  church  in  London  of  which 
Dr.  Owen  had  been  pastor.  He  died  February  28th,  1712. 
Ichabod  was  born  at  Ware  in  1635,  and  was  chaplain  to  Sir 
Edw.  Harley's  regiment  when  the  Act  of  Uniformity  came  into 
force.  He  afterwards  became  a  physician  in  Bristol,  where, 
after  severe  trial  and  persecution  (having  to  fly  to  Holland), 
he  died,  July  25th,  1691.  The  other  sons  were  born  in  New 
England,  and  became  ministers.1 

Isaac  Craven,  the  next  vicar  of  Ware,  is  mentioned  by 
Walker8  among  his  sufferers.  "  He  had  been  admitted  to  this 
vicarage  in  1634.  He  was  a  very  great  sufferer,  and  several 
times  imprisoned.  His  family  were  reduced  so  low  that  his 
widow  at  length  received  the  charity  of  the  Corporation  for 
Ministers'  Widows.  He  was  a  person  of  great  piety,  learning, 
and  loyalty,  as  I  have  seen  attested  under  the  hands  of  some 
of  our  greatest  divines  who  personally  knew  him."  This 
statement  of  Walker  needs  some  qualification.  It  is  (as  usual 
with  him)  strong  but  general ;  no  names  or  dates  are  given. 
The  Corporation  for  Ministers'  Widows  was  a  Puritan  and 
Cromwellian  institution  to  help  the  widows  of  Puritan  minis- 
ters. We  find,  moreover,  that  this  Isaac  Craven  was  still 
minister  at  Ware  in  1650,  eight  years  after  the  date  of  his 
supposed  ejectment,  so  that  if  he  was  silenced  for  a  time  he 
was  soon  again  admitted  to  this  vicarage.  "The  jurors, 
Stephen  Loinas  and  Thomas  Hylliard,  do  present,"  in  behalf 
of  the  Commissioners  of  1650  to  inquire  touching  Church 
livings,  "  that  Mr.  Isaac  Craven  is  minister,  and  that  the 
house,  glebe,  and  tithes  are  worth  £35  per  annum"  He 
removed  to  Aston  in  1653.3    In  a  petition  dated  1656,  May  1st, 

>   Mather's    New   England,    iii.    188;  *  Sufferings  of  the  Clergy,  ii.  219. 

Neal's  Puritan*,  ii.  181,  287, 287 :  Brook's  »  Lambeth  MSS.,  /Surrey  of  1650,  No. 

Lives,  iii.  458 ;  Palmer,  iii.  880,;  Sprague's       10.    See  Aston,  p.  661. . 
Annali  of  the  American  Pulpit,  L  110— 
114. 
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of  divers  inhabitants  of  Ware  to  the  Protector,  they  say 
that— 

"  Richard  Farrer,  who  obtained  the  presentation  to  our  living,  was 
rejected  by  nine  of  the  Commissioners  for  Public  Preachers,  yet  he 
preached  till  articles  were  exhibited  against  him  to  the  committee  of  the 
county  for  ejection  of  scandalous  ministers  and  schoolmasters,  whereon 
the  living  was  sequestered  from  him.  Yet  he  continues  to  preach  as 
publicly  as  before  at  a  place  in  the  town  called  Fryers,  the  inhabitants  of 
which  cannot  procure  an  able  minister  so  long  as  Mr.  Farrer  continues  at 
or  near  Ware."  They  beg  an  order  for  his  removal,  and  the  document  is 
signed,  Humphrey  Packer,  Thos.  Meade,  Humphrey  Ellis.  Thomas  Hill- 
yard,  Thomas  Johnson,  John  Hillyard,  Richard thwat,  younger,  Alex. 

Meade,  John  Browne,  Humphrey  Spencer,  Isaac  Huddesley,  John  Grigg. 

This  petition  was  referred  to  Wm.  Packer,  major-general, 
Colonel  Alban  Cox,  Isaac  Puller,  and  William  Turner,  to  ex- 
amine the  parties  and  report  They  report  that  the  charges 
are  true,  and  deal  with  Mr.  Farrer  accordingly.1  After  this, 
on  September  4th,  1656,  there  appears  a  petition  from  the 
inhabitants  of  Ware  to  the  Protector,  signed  by  Alexander 
Webb,  Jon.  Adam,  Edward  Godfrey,  John  Bouchier,  Henry 
Peach,  Edmond  Peach,  Isaac  Haddesley,  Samuel  Browne,  Joseph 
Anger,  John  Sherborne,  praying  "for  a  settlement  of  the 
vicarage  on  John  Young."  *  Young  was  a  man  of  recognized 
learning  and  worth,  one  of  the  Hitchin  lecturers  in  1642,  and 
one  of  the  Triers  for  the  county.  He  came  to  Ware  from 
Kimpton,  where  he  had  been  vicar  for  some  years.    At  Ware 

1  8.  P.  0,  Domestic,  Interregnum,  vol.  made  by  Mr.  Wattson,  Mr.  Collins,  and 

127, 1.    The  charges  were  as  follows  : —  Mr.  Brookes,  and  being  taxed  with  bis 

"  That  Mr.  Farrer  is  a  most  notorious  promise,  did  publicly  in  the  church  ao- 

and  common  liar,   as  appears  by  the  knowledge  the  same,  and  then  further 

ensuing  particulars.     1,  The  said  Mr.  that  such  a  promise,  being  rashly  made, 

Farrer  haying  preached  a  sermon  upon  a  might  justly  be  broken,  or  words  to  that 

text  taken  out  of  ye  5th  of  Galatians,  the  effect.    2.  That  the  said  Mr.  Farrer  did 

17th  Terse,  was  demanded  whether  the  several  times  saie,  that  he  w*  make  the 

particulars  that  he  Dreached  upon  the  lecture  at  Ware  to  be  a  most   famous 

text  were  from  himself  or  noe.   The  said  lecture,  for  that  he  wd  promise  most  of 

Mr.  Farrer  made  answer  that  it  was  from  the  Presbyterian  ministers  in  London  to 

himself,  as  he  should  give  an  accompt  be  lecturers  there ;  and  did  then  nominate 

before  God  at  the  general  daye  of  judg-  several  of  the  said  ministers,  viz.,  Mr. 

ment,  and  that  he  never  heard  them  from  H  inch  man,  Mr.  Jackson,  Mr.  Jenkins, 

anie  man,  or  read  them,  or  ever  preached  Mr.  Grafton,  Mr.  Callamy  ;  and  further 

them  before ;   and  that  afterwards,  the  in    particular    he   then  said  that  Mr. 

same  sermon  being  shewed  him  out  of  a  Callamy  took  him   by  the    hand  and 

book  made  by  Mr.  Love,  a  late  minister  slapped  him  on  the  shoulder,  saving, 

deceased,  compared  with  notes  taken  by  '  Dicke,  for  thy  sake  I  will  come  and  be  a 

himself,  the  said  Mr.  Farrer,  he  did  con-  Lecturer  at  Ware.'    And  that  since  the 

fees  the  same,  and  then  made  promise  said  Mr.  F.  hath  confessed  that  he  never 

never  to  doe  the  like  againe ;  and  hath  knew  the  said  Mr.  Callamy  at  all." 

since  preached  several  other  sermons  *  8.  P.  0.,  Interregnum,  vol.  190,  3. 
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he  remained  till  1661,  when  he  was  ejected,  to  make  way  for 
Richard  Waugh.1  On  Thursday,  4th  September,  1656,  "  Att  the 
councell  att  Whitehall,  ordered  by  his  Highness  the  Lord  Pro- 
tector and  the  councell  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  Trustees 
for  Maintenance  of  Ministers  to  settle  an  augmentation  of  £50 
per  annum  upon  Mr.  John  Yong,  minister  of  Ware,  in  the 
county  of  Hertford.  Henry  Scobell,  clerk  of  ye  councell."  2 
On  November  4th,  1661,  a  "  warrant  was  issued  for  the  cor- 
roboration of  Rich.  Waugh,  M.A.,  to  the  vicarage  of  Ware,  to 
which  he  was  formerly  presented  by  Trinity  College,  Cam- 
bridge, but  which  is  in  the  King's  gift  by  lapse."  3  John 
Young  "kept  up  a  considerable  meeting  for  some  years  at 
Kimpton,  and  his  name  is  precious  there  to  this  day."  4 
The  following  is  a  list  of  the  vicars,  1567 — 1662 : — 

1567.  Robert  Key,  B.A.  1654.  Richard  Farrer. 

1627.  Charles  Chauncy,  S.T.B.  1666.  John  Young,  M.A. 

1633.  John  Montford,  S.T.P.  1661.  Richard  Waugh,  M.A. 

1634.  Isaac  Craven. 

The  Acta  of  the  Archdeaconry  of  Middlesex  contain  several 
indications  of  Nonconformity  in  Ware. 

"  1663,  Ware.  It  is  ordered  that  the  canopy  of  wainscot  and  the 
benches,  with  the  rubbish  at  the  upper  end  of  the  chancel  now  above  the 
communion-table,  be  taken  down  and  .carried  away,  and  the  communion- 
table be  placed  north  and  south  at  the  upper  end  of  the  chancel.  1665. 
Henry  Hills  and  James  Putt  presented  for  not  coming  to  church  and  not 
receiving  the  Communion.  1666.  Contra  Gilbert  Elsam,  Richd.  Long, 
John  Bresbone,  Robt.  Hare,  Thos.  Hemings,  Jas.  Rutt,  Robt.  Dawson, 
Clement  Johnson,  Thos.  Strutton,  Henry  Parke,  Wm.  Crooke,  James 
Osborne,  for  not  coming  to  their  parish  church  to  hear  Divine  service  on 
Sundays  and  holy  days.  1666,  Ware.  Verges  Johnson,  Thos.  Streat, 
Isaac  Latt  for  not  receiving  the  Sacrament.  1667.  Another  '  order  for 
the  removing  the  communion-table  to  the  east  end  of  the  chancel,  and 
taking  down  the  canopy '  (showing  that  the  order  four  years  before  had 
not  been  obeyed).  1st  January,  1668.  William  Morris,  John  Latten, 
Isaac  Putt,  Nathaniel  Bray,  John  Swallow,  Thomas  Storie,  for  not  receiv- 
ing the  Sacrament  according  to  the  canons  of  the  church.  1684.  John 
Thurloe,  of  Ware,  fined  for  not  receiving  the  Sacrament."  * 

On  July  22nd,  1672,  a  licence  was  taken  out  for  William 

»  Calamy,   Account,  p.  360;   Palmer,  4  "Joseph  Brows,  ejected  minister  of 

None.  Mem.,  ii.  814.  Nazing,  Essex,   was  a  native  of  Ware. 

*  Lambeth  MSS.,  Aug.,  977.  He  was  born  here  in  1620,  educated  at 

•  8  P.O.,  Charles  TL§  Domestic,  vol.  Emmanuel  College,  Oxford,  and  ordained 
xliv.,  No.  103.  in  London  about  1649.    When  ejected, 

4  Calamy,  Cont.,  524.  he  kept  a  school  at  Nazing,  till  driven 
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Collet's  house  at  Ware  to  be  a  Presbyterian  meeting-place.1 
Mr.  Thomas  Cotton,  M.A.,  born  at  Workley,  Yorkshire,  edu- 
cated at  Mr.  Hickman's  and  Richd.  Frankland's  Academy,  and 
pastor  of  a  church  at  Hackney,  spent  two  or  three  years 
preaching  at  Ware.  He  died  1730.  "  Application,"  he  taught, 
"is  the  very  life  of  preaching." ,s 

Thomas  Burr,  a  Quaker,  to  whom  a  loan  of  the  meeting- 
house at  Ware  was  conveyed,  was  for  several  meetings  there 
fined  £20  each  time,  and  had  his  goods  taken  by  several  dis- 
tresses.    This  was  in  1670.8 

The  only  registrations  of  places  of  worship  for  Protestant 
Dissenters  at  Ware  that  we  have  discovered  (those  to  the 
Archdeacon  being  mislaid  or  lost)  are  as  follows : — 

1.  "  61.  Ware ;  a  place  of  worship  for  Protestant  Dissenters,  certified 
by  James  Rayment,  Ware.    Epiphany  Sessions,  1692." 

2.  u  71.  A  place  of  meeting  for  Protestant  Dissenters  at  Ware,  certified 
by  John  Worsley,  Ware.     Easter,  1693." 

3.  "91.  A  place  of  meeting  at  Ware  for  Quakers,  certified  by  Thomas 
Fish,  of  Ware.     Easter,  1699." 

4.  "  757.  House  of  Richard  Ramme  at  Ware,  certified  by  Thos.  White- 
house.     30th  October,  1810." 

5.  u  862.  Place  of  meeting  at  Ware,  certified  by  John  Sipthorpe.  7th 
July,  1813." 

6.  "  961.  Building  and  ground  in  Ware  for  Independents,  certified  by 
R.  G.  North,  minister.     7th  August,  1816." 

7.  "  122.  Town  Hall,  Ware,  certified  for  religious  Protestant  worship 
by  John  Cass  and  Wm.  Cobham.     Easter,  1844." 

8.  "124.  1,  Muslcy  Cottage,  Ware,  for  Protestant  Dissenters,  certified 
by  Abraham  Humphreys,  Ware.    Easter,  1850." 

9.  "  Ware  ;  the  dwelling-house  of  Richard  Mitchell  certified  for  Pro- 
testant Dissenters.  November  10th,  1808.  Richd.  Mitchell,  Thos.  Sudul, 
James  Humphries,  Thos.  Sewell,  S.  B.  Lambert,  Ann  Newton  (Archd.  of 
Huntingdon)." 

10.  "Ware  ;  part  of  the  premises  of  Mr.  Ralph  Dickinson  certified  for 
Protestant  Dissenters.  September  8th,  1809.  By  Joseph  Gostwick,  J.  H. 
Barwick,  W.  W.  Hale,  M.  A.  Barwick,  E.  Smith  (Archd.  of  Huntingdon)." 

from  the  place  by  the  Five  Mile  Act.  and  extensive  charity." — Palmer's  Abu- 
After  the  lapse  of  some  time  he  returned,  con.  Mem.,  ii.  210. 

but  met  with  trouble  from  one  Justice  !  8.   P.    0.,    Domestic;    Charles    IL, 

Wroth,  by  whom  his  goods  were  seized  Preaching  Licences,  32,  202. 

and  carried  off.     So  beloved  was  he  by  *  Toulmin,  Hist,  of  Dissenters,  256.  7 ; 

many  in  the  parish  (to  whom  he  pri-  W.  Wilson,  Diss.  Churches,  iv.  376 — 888. 

vately  ministered)  that  they  persuaded  There  is  a  fine  portrait  of  Thos.  Cotton 

him  to  stay.  In  1683  he  went  to  London,  in  Dr.  Williams'  Library. 


but  returned  to  Nazing  in  1690,  where  3  Besse,  Sufferings  of  the   Quakers,  L 

he  preached  till  he  was  eighty,  and  died       249. 
about  1700.    He  was  of  a  Catholic  spirit 
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Congregational  Churches,  Ware. 

We  have  already  seen  that  John  Young,  M.A.,  minister  of  the  parish 
during  the  Commonwealth,  was  ejected  in  1661,  and  that  in  1672  William 
Collet's  house  was  licensed  as  a  Presbyterian  meeting-place.  In  1689 
Joseph  Hussey,  nonconforming  minister  of  Codicote,  in  his  private  register 
records  his  preaching  at  Ware  June  16th  of  that  year  for  a  Mr.  Forstbr, 
who  appears  to  have  been  then  the  settled  minister.  Thomas  Cotton, 
whom  we  have  already  named,  was  here  as  minister  from  1695  to  1698. 
In  1715  John  Hughes  is  named  as  pastor,  when  there  were  five  hundred 
hearers,  of  whom  twenty-five  were  voters  for  the  county.1  John  Hughes 
was  grandson  of  George  Hughes,  ejected  for  nonconformity  from  Plymouth, 
and  son  of  Obadiah  Hughes,  ejected  from  the  University  of  Oxford  as  a 
Nonconformist.  Obadiah  Hughes  returned  to  his  father  at  Plymouth, 
where  he  married  and  had  two  sons,  George,  afterwards  pastor  of  a  church 
in  Canterbury,  and  John,  who  was  born  in  1668.  John  Hughes  was 
a  student  for  the  ministry  under  S.  Cradock  at  Bishop's  Stortford,  then 
was  sent  to  Geneva,  and  then  to  Utrecht,  spending  a  year  at  each  of  these 
places.  He  was  tutor  in  the  family  of  Mr.  Knightly,  of  Fawsly,  in 
Northamptonshire,  and  afterwards  travelled  in  the  same  capacity  with 
Sir  J.  Wentworth.  His  first  ministerial  work  was  an  evening  lecture  at 
his  uncle's,  the  learned  John  Howe's,  in  Silver  Street,  London,  and  on 
Sunday  mornings  he  preached  at  Hoxton  Square.  He  removed  to  Ware 
about  1699.  Of  this  congregation  he  was  pastor  nearly  thirty  years, 
evincing  much  judgment  and  meeting  with  much  success. 

John  Shabman,  M.A.,  succeeded  him,  who  had  received  a  learned  edu- 
cation at  one  of  the  Scotch  universities,  where  he  graduated.  He  was 
first  assistant  to  Benj.  A.  Atkinson,  of  St.  Thomas',  London,  and  came 
to  Ware  in  1729.  He  afterwards  left  the  ministry,  studied  medicine,  took 
his  degree  in  that  science,  and  practised  as  a  physician.  His  only  pub- 
lication was  a  sermon  on  the  death  of  his  predecessor,  John  Hughes. 
Ebenezek  Fletcher  was  the  next  minister,  here  about  ten  years  till  1743, 
when  he  removed  to  Coventry.  Before  leaving  he  published  a  funeral 
sermon  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Rivers  Dickenson,  of  Tottenham,  preached 
at  Ware  December  29th,  1742,  on  Eccles.  xii.  7.  From  the  preface  it 
appears  that  E.  Fletcher  was  related  to  the  family  of  the  deceased,  pro- 
bably by  marriage.  A  funeral  sermon  for  one  of  the  family,  Mrs.  Mary 
Dickinson,  who  died  July  1741,  was  preached  at  Ware  by  Dr.  Samuel 
Wright,  of  London,  Mr.  Fletcher,  as  it  appears  from  the  dedication,  being 
too  much  affected  to  perform  the  service.  William  Lister,  the  next 
pastor,  was  a  Yorkshire  man,  and  one  of  the  first  pupils  of  Dr.  Doddridge. 
He  went  to  Northampton  in  1734,  a  few  days  after  Job  Orton,  his  class- 
fellow,  with  whom  he  maintained  an  intimate  friendship.  His  first  settle- 
ment was  at  Banbury,  in  Oxfordshire,  thence,  in  1739,  he  removed  to 
London,  as  assistant  to  Daniel  Neal,  to  whom  he  was  warmly  recommended 
by  his  tutor.  In  1743  he  came  to  Ware,  and  continued  here  till  his  death 
>  J.  Evans1  MSS.  in  Dr.  Williams'  Lib. 
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in  1778.  Distinguished  by  piety,  prudence,  and  good  temper,  he  kept  a 
good  congregation  to  the  last.1  After  his  death  the  people  divided,  and 
both  interests  were  reduced  to  a  very  low  state. 

Edwabd  Vennob  came  (1775)  as  assistant  to  Mr.  Lister,  a  year  before 
his  death.  He  had  been  assistant  to  Dr.  Langford,  of  London,  whose 
daughter  he  married.  Upon  Mr.  Lister's  death  the  people  divided  upon 
the  choice  of  a  successor  ;  Mr.  Vennor  withdrew,  and  a  new  meeting-house 
(the  old  Independent  chapel,  Church  Street)  was  built,  in  which  he 
ministered  as  pastor  for  many  years.  He  resigned  in  1808,  and  died 
July  1819.* 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  pastors  at  Church  Street,  Ware  : — 


Mr.  Forster,  1689. 
Thomas  Cotton,  1695—1698. 
John  Hughes,  1699—1728. 
John  Sharman,  M.A.,  1729. 
Ebenezcr  Fletcher,  till  1743. 
William  Lister,  1743—1778. 
Edward  Vennor,  1778—1808. 
Cornelius  Berry,  till  1810. 
Kirkpatrick  Toulmin,  1810—1813. 


Thomas  Pavitt,  1814—1820. 
Edward  Edwards,  1823—1831. 
Edward  Miall.1 1831—1834. 
George  Pearce,  lb36. 
Robert  Richards,  1850—1859. 
Palmer  Law,  1860—1867. 
George  Burgess,  1868—1869. 
Keith  Walden,  1870—1873. 
J.  S.  Darley,  1875  (still  here  1884). 


The  church  meeting  in  High  Street,  Ware,  had  its  origin  in  a  Sunday 
evening  lecture  held  in  a  place  opened  here  by  Mr.  Richard  Gridley 
about  the  year  1788.  The  lecture  or  service  was  carried  on  about  eight 
years  by  various  ministers  who  preached  at  Hoddesdon  morning  and 
afternoon ;  afterwards  Mr.  Gridley  consented  to  three  services  on  the 
Sabbath,  which  were  conducted  by  neighbouring  ministers,  or  students 
from  Hoxton  and  Cheshunt.  After  Mr.  Gridley's  death,  his  nephew 
Richard  Gridley  North  took  a  prominent  part ;  and  a  church  being 
formed  in  June  1811,  he  was  invited  to  become  the  pastor.  He  at  first 
declined,  but  upon  a  more  urgent  and  repeated  call  complied,  and  was 


1  W.  Lister's  grave  is  marked  in  the 
parish  churchyard  by  a  stone  with  this 
inscription  : — "  Here  lie  the  remains  of 
the  Rev.  W.  Lister,  who  was  for  34  years 
the  exemplary  pastor  of  a  church  of  Pro- 
testant Dissenters  in  this  town,  and  ceased 
from  his  labours  on  the  16th  day  of  March, 
1778,  in  the  0*2nd  year  of  his  age.  Reader ! 
more  this  stone  records  not,  for  his  wit- 
ness is  in  Heaven,  his  record  on  high,  and 
his  praise  not  of  men  but  of  God." 

»  W.Wilson,  MSS.  in  Dr.  Williams'  Lib. 

3  Edward  Miall  was  born  at  Ports- 
mouth in  1809,  educated  for  the  ministry 
at  Wymondley  Academy,  and  ordained 
pastor  of  the  Congregational  church 
meeting  in  Church  btreet,  Ware,  in  the 
year  1831.  Shortly  after  his  ordination 
he  married  the  niece  of  the  Rev.  T. 
Morell,  his  college  tutor.  While  here  he 
was  secretary  to  the  Ware  auxiliary  of 
the  Bible  Society,  and  did  good  service 


in  that  capacity.  He  left  Ware  in  1834 
for  Leicester,  and  was  pastor  of  the  Inde- 
pendent church  there.  In  1841  he  became 
editor  and  proprietor  of  the  Noncon- 
formist newspaper.  He  founded  the 
Anti- State- Church  A ssociation,  afterwards 
called  the  Liberation  Society,  in  1844.  He 
was  returned  M.P.  for  Rochdale  in  July 
1852,  and  for  Bradford,  1869— 1874.  Five 
thousand  pounds  were  presented  to  him 
in  1862,  and  on  July  18th,  1873,  ten 
thousand  guineas,  by  his  political  ad- 
mirers. He  died  in  1881,  and  was  buried 
in  Norwood  cemetery  on  May  5th  of  that 
year.  He  was  the  author  of  Views  of  the 
Voluntary  Principle,  1845 ;  The  Noncon- 
formist's Sketch  Book,  184S ;  The  British 
Churches  in  relation  to  the  British  People, 
1849 ;  Bases  of  Belief ,  1853  ;  Title  Deeds 
of  the  Church  of  England,  1861,  and  other 
works. 
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ordained  Jan.  19th,  1814.    The  present  chapel  was  built  in  1859.    The 
following  is  a  list  of  the  successive  pastors  : — 

Richard  Gridley  North,  1813—1824.  William  Leask,  D.D.,  1857—1865. 

John  W.  Lockyer,  1825—1846.  W.  M.  Lennox,  1866—1868. 

Louis  Herschell,  1846—1848.  George  Burgess,  1869—1875. 

J.  Barfit,  1849—1851.  Archibald  Cree,  1876—1882. 

George  Samuel  Spencer,  1851—1854.  Odell  N.  Tribe,  B.A.,  1882. 
William  StoweU,  B.A.,  1854—1855. 

WESTMILL. 
Acres,  2,187  ;  pop.,  361 ;  value,  £474. 

Puritanism  bad  an  early  champion  in  this  parish,  Thomas 
Chambers,  who  was  rector  here  in  1576,  and  who  is  designated 
Noruxmf}  He  had  for  his  curate  James  Croft,  who  is  described 
as  ad  concionandwm  habUis.  The  parish  was  in  the  Arch- 
deaconry of  Huntingdon,  and  the  Acta  furnish  some  interesting 
details.  In  1609  the  register-bill  is  signed  by  "  Hugh  Smith, 
minister,  Geo.  Newman,  We  Hammond,  churchwardens."  In 
1611,  October  loth,  "I,  Henry  Hancocks,  B.A.,  do  willingly 
subscribe."  In  1614,  "  This  is  to  certifie  your  worships  that  in 
our  parish  of  Westmill  we  have  no  recusants,  neither  papiste, 
nor  browniste.  Ita  testor  ego  Henricus  Taylor,  curate ;  Robert 
Hammond,  churchwarden ;  John  Joyce,  sidesman."  In  1615 
James  Taylor,  rector,  signs  the  Tra/nscripis,  and  in  1621  he 
designates  himself  as  "  minister  heare,"  Robert  Coningsby  and 
John  Jordan,  churchwardens;  also  the  note,  u  Ther  was  never 
a  marriage  in  Westmill  this  yeare."  In  1622  there  were  six 
baptisms  and  but  two  funerals.  And  in  1622-3,  "22nd  March, 
James  Taylor,  Dr.  of  Divinity,  buried ;  John  Duport,  curate  ; 
Nicholas  Godfry,  W.  Brown,  churchwardens.  In  1623,  Octo- 
ber 9th,  we  have  the  baptism  of  "  Henry,  son  of  Mr.  Richard 
Taylor,"  and  "  Richard  Taylor,  rector,"  signs  the  Transcript? 
John  Duport  appears  still  as  curate  in  1626,  but  in  1635  we  find 
"  Curate,  Edward  Harrington ;  Richd.  Harvey  and  John  New- 
man, churchwardens."  On  the  20th  May,  1632,  Thomas  Peter, 
of  Westmill,  was  presented,  "  that  he  hath  abused  Mr.  Tayler, 

1  Limbeth  MSS.,  900.  tized  Susan,  daughter  of  Richard  Taylor. 

'  Again,  1626-6,  January  19th,  baptized       1631,  November    10th,  baptized    Jane, 
"  Elizabeth,  daughter    of   Mr.  Richard       daughter  of  Richard  Taylor.    1631,  No- 


Taylor.     John    Duport,    curate.     1628,       vember  20th,  buried  Frances,  the  wife 
October  2nd,  baptized  Bridget,  daughter       of  Richard  Taylor.    1688,  Dece    " 
of  Richard  Taylor.    1680,  May  1st,  bap-       buried  Frances  Taylor,  widow.' 
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his  minister,  in  opprobrious  and  disgraceful  words."  On  Lady 
Day  1642  Richard  Taylor  still  signs  as  rector. 

Walker  names  among  his  sequestered  clergy  this  Richard 
Taylor,  D.D.,  who  was  prebend  of  Ealdstreet,  London,  and 
rector  of  two  parishes  in  Hertfordshire, — Westmill  and  Aspeden. 
He  was  a  scholar  in  St.  John's  College,  Cambridge,  and  after- 
wards Fellow  of  Jesus  College.  He  was  appointed  to  Westmill 
May  5th,  1623,  on  the  death  of  James  Taylor,  and  long  before 
(in  1610)  had  been  appointed  to  Aspeden.  He  was  a  thorough 
Ritualist,  and  a  follower  of  Laud.     Walker  says : — 

"  He  was  dispossessed  of  Westmill  about  October  1643  by  the  House 
of  Commons,  who  at  the  same  time  ordered  Joseph  Sadler  to  succeed 
him  there  (in  1657  one  ThomaB  Pytchard  got  possession  of  it).  He  was 
also  dispossessed  of  his  other  living  much  about  the  same  time,  and  is  one 
of  those  singled  out  by  White  to  make  up  his  Scandalous  Century.  White 
says  Buntingford,  Westmill,  and  Aspeden,  but  I  don't  find  any  such 
parish  as  Buntingford  in  this  county.  There  is  a  town  of  that  name 
which  lieth  in  four  several  parishes,  of  which  Aspeden  indeed  is  one,  and 
there  is  a  chapel  in  it  built  by  Mr.  Strange,  the  minister  of  Layston 
(another  of  these  parishes  in  which  part  of  the  town  lieth),  and  endowed 
with  a  yearly  salary  ;  but  that  endowment  is  appropriated  to  the  minister 
of  Layston. " ' 

Walker  might  have  seen  the  explanation  of  the  supposed 
error  here,  in  his  reference  to  the  Journals  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  where  we  find,  "1643,  7th  October.  Order  for 
sequestrating  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  parsonage  of  Bunt- 
ingford-Westmill,2  whereof  Richard  Taylor  was  late  parson,  to 
the  use  of  Josias  Slader,  a  godly,  learned,  and  orthodox 
divine." 8  The  writer  of  the  Century  adopted  the  usual  designa- 
tion of  the  place  in  also  calling  it  Buntingford- Westmill.  Walker 
gives  the  name  of  Taylor's  successor  as  "  Joseph  Sadler  "  instead 
of  "  Josias  Slader."  He  puts  a  gloss  of  his  own  upon  the  state- 
ment in  the  Century.    That  statement  is  as  follows : — 

"  82.  The  benefices  of  Richard  Taylor,  parson  of  the  parish  churches  of 
Buntingford-Westmill  and  Aspeden,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  are 
sequestered  for  that  he  hath  not  only  used  frequent  bowing  to  the  com- 
munion-table set  altar-wise,  but  affirmed  that  there  was  a  more  peculiar 
presence  of  God  there  than  in  the  church,  and  hath  compelled  his 
people  to  come  up  to  the  railes  to  receive  the  Sacrament,  refusing  to 
administer  it  to  such  as  scrupled  to  do  it ;  and  there  being  a  crosse  at  the 

1  Suffering*  qf  the  Clergy,  Part  II.,  from  a  Westmill  near  Ware.  See 
p.  51.  Channcy. 

*  So    designated   to    distinguish    it  *  Commons  Journals,  iii.  268. 
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head  of  the  font  in  his  church,  upon  every  approach  towards  the  font  used 
to  bow  to  it ;  and  urged  some  of  the  parish  to  make  Auricular  Confession 
to  him,  affirming  that  he  could  forgive  them.  And  having  the  office  of 
Surrogate  in  the  Ecclesiastical  Court,  he  did  improve  his  authority  to  intro- 
duce the  late  innovations  into  the  church ;  and  in  his  preaching  also  pressed 
the  people  to  bow  three  times  at  their  coming  into  the  church." 

It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  Long  Parliament  seques- 
tered this  living  from  a  man  of  this  creed  and  character. 
How  long  Josias  Slader  remained  is  not  certain.  The  Com- 
missioners to  inquire  touching  Church  livings  in  1650  (Richard 
Godfrey  and  Edward  Plum,  jurors)  found  that  this  "  living  was 
sequestered,  that  Mr.  Josias  Slader  was  the  parson  of  Bunting- 
ford- Westmill,  that  the  house,  glebe,  and  tithes  were  worth  £105, 
and  that  £10  was  paid  out  of  it  for  a  fifth."  *  It  is  thus  evident 
that  Slader  was  here  still  in  1650,  and  that  Dr.  Taylor  received 
his  fifths.  Walker  speaks  of  one  Thomas  Py tchard,  who  "  got 
possession  "  of  this  parish  in  1657,  but  we  find  no  other  mention 
of  him.  Either  he  or  Slader,  however,  was  certainly  ejected  in 
1660,  to  make  way  for  Richard  Taylor,  who  was  restored  to 
this  living  and  to  that  of  Aspeden,  and  retained  both  till  his 
death  in  1669.2  He  was  buried  at  Aspeden.  His  son,  John 
Taylor,  who  was  born  at  Westmill,  succeeded  him  here.  He 
was  MA  and  Fellow  of  Jesus  College,  Cambridge,  and  accord- 
ing to  Walker  was  deprived  of  his  fellowship  in  1643..  Pro- 
bably he  left  it  for  the  army,  because  he  adds,  "he  had  taken 
arms  for  the  King,  and  was  in  Holt  Castle  when  it  was 
besieged  by  the  Parliament,  and  a  captain  at  the  siege  of 
Colchester.  He  survived  the  Restoration  many  years,  and  in 
1669  succeeded  his  father  in  the  rectory  of  his  native  parish."8 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  rectors,  1576-1684? : — 
IB 76.  Thomas  Chambers.  1626.  John  Duport,  curate. 

James  Croft,  curate.  1635.  Edward  Harrington,  curate. 

1609.  Hugh  Smith.  1643.  Josias  Slader. 

1611.  Henry  Hancocks,  B.A.  1657.  Thomas  Pytchard  (?). 

1614.  Henry  Taylor,  curate.  1660.  Richard  Taylor  restored. 

1615.  James  Taylor,  D.D.  1669.  John  Taylor. 

John  Duport,  curate.  1684.  Daniel  Price,  M.A. 

1628.  Richard  Taylor. 
»  Lambeth  M8S.,  Survey,  No  10.  "1669,  Mr.  Richard  Taylor,  rector  of 

*  In  1668  Richard  Taylor,  parson  of       this  parish,  was  buried  18th  November, 
Westmill,  signs  with  a  trembling  hand.       1669.      John    Taylor,   rector."  —  Ada, 
1666-7,  Henry,  son  of  Richard  Taylor,       Archd.  of  Huntingdon, 
rector  of  Westmill,  buried  January  27th.         •  Walker,  it  147. 
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The  following  are  certain  of  the  places  certified  by  Pro- 
testant Dissenters  for  religious  worship  in  this  parish  : — 

"  74.  Westmill,  for  Quakers,  certified  by  Susannah  Bowyer,  of  WestmilL 
Midsummer  Sessions,  1693."     (Reg.-General's  Office.) 

"  WestmilL  Premises  of  E.  Richards  for  Protestants,  certified  28th 
April,  1820,  by  Elisabeth  Richards,  M.  Ridding." 

WIDFORD. 
Acres,  1,160  ;  pop.,  612  ;  value,  £290. 

William  Spetell  was  rector  here  in  1576,  and  according  to 
Newoourt  from  1556  to  1599.1  John  Payton  was  rector  from 
1599  to  1636.  He  came  here  from  Amwell,  where  he  had 
been  nine  years.  He  was  probably  son  of  Sir  John  Payton, 
a  magistrate  in  Norfolk,  mentioned  by  the  Bishop  of  Norwich 
in  1587  as  a  favourer  of  religion.'  Upon  the  death  of  John 
Payton  in  1636,  Robert  Elborow  was  appointed,  and  remained 
quietly  here  through  all  the  changes  of  the  following  thirty 
years.  He  took  the  Covenant  in  1643,  and  in  1646  signed  the 
petition  of  Herts  ministers  to  the  House  of  Lords  in  favour  of 
the  setting  up  of  government  according  to  our  Covenant.  He 
took  the  Engagement  in  1649,  and  in  1650  the  jurors,  "  Philip 
Nashley  and  John  Mylles,  present  that  Roger  Elborow  is  parson 
of  Widford,  and  that  house,  glebe,  and  tithes  are  worth  £70  per 
annum" 8  He  conformed  in  1662,  and  remained  here  till  his 
death  in  1670. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  rectors  here,  1556 — 1670  : — 

1566.  William  Spetell.  1686.  Robert  (or  Roger)  Elborow  here 

1699.  John  Payton.  till  1670. 

These  are  some  of  the  places  of  meeting  certified  for  Pro- 
testant Dissenters  under  the  Toleration  Act : — 

"  76.  Widford.  A  place  of  meeting  certified  by  John  Adams  of  Wid- 
ford.   Midsummer,  1693." 

u954.  House  of  Ann  Pavely,  Widford,  certified  by  Ann  Pavely. 
1st  June,  1816." 

1  Lambeth  MSS.,  900 ;  Newcourt,  Rtpn  *  Strype,  AnnaU,  IIl.,.iL  460. 

I  908,  where  the  name  is  given  Spite-  *  Lambeth  MSS.,  8urvey,  No.  10. 

hul 


NORMAN  DOORWAY,   LITTLE  HORMBAD  CHURCH.1 


VII.  HUNDRED   OF   EDWINSTREE. 

Of  the  seventeen  parishes  included  in  this  Hundred,  all  but 
two  were  in  the  Archdeaconry  of  Middlesex;  Aspederi  and 
Throcking  were  in  the  Archdeaconry  of  Huntingdon. 

ALBURY. 
Acres,  8,182  ;  pop.,  621 ;  value,  £300. 

Thomas  Patynson,  D.D.,  Fellow  of  Pembroke  Hall,  Cam- 
bridge, a  native  of  Northumberland,  was  vicar  here  about 
1520—154.0.  He  graduated  D.D.  in  1523.  In  1544  he  founded 
a  scholarship  in  Christ's  College;  he  also  gave  money  and 
books  to  Pembroke  Hall.2  John  Patyson,  vicar  of  Stevenage, 
1575,  was  probably  his  son.  The  only  early  list  of  vicars  that 
we  have  is  that  by  Chauncy,  who  is  followed  by  Newcourt,  etc. 
It  is  as  follows : — 

Thomas  Patynson,  D.D.,  circ.  1520-40. 
Marmaduke  Bickerdyke,  ob.  1589. 
Thomas  Leicester.  1617. 
Michael  Pipple,1  1624. 

1  From  Cussans's  History  of  Herts. 
1  Cooper.  Ath.  Cantab.,  i.  585.  Chauncy 
calls  him  Patterson. 
3 "Mr.    Piphe,    vicar,"    in    the  ship- 


1637.  Francis  Comyng. 
1662.  Samnel  Coe. 
1693.  Thomas  Jackson. 


money  list,  1686:  S.  P.  0.  Domestic, 
Chas.  I.,  vol.  351,  No.  84.— See  Chauncy, 
Hitt.  Antiq.,  i.  800. 
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Francis  Comyng  took  his  rank  among  the  Nonconforming 
ministers  of  1662.  In  1642  he  was  one  of  the  lecturers  at 
Hitchin.  The  Commissioners  to  inquire  touching  Church 
livings  in  1650  report  (by  the  jurors  John  Green  and  Wm. 
Wright)  "  that  Francis  Cummins  serveth  the  cure  without  a 
curate,  and  that  the  house,  glebe,  and  tithes  are  worth  JE30.1 
The  following  augmentations  were  made  to  his  salary  : — 

"  November  20th,  1654.  In  pursuance  of  an  order  of  ye  Committee  for 
Reformation  of  ye  Universities  of  ye  4th  of  December,  1651,  it  is  ordered 
yt  Mr.  Francis  Church,  recr,  doe  from  time  to  time  pay  unto  Mr.  Francis 
Cummins,  minr  of  Aldbury,  in  ye  county  of  Hertford  (approved,  etc.),  ye 
yearly  summe  of  £13  4*.  out  of  ye  rente  and  profits  of  ye  impropriate 
rectory  of  Aldbury  aforesaid,  and  ye  further  summe  of  £46  16*.  out  of 
ye  rents  and  profits  of  ye  impropriate  tithes  of  Caddington,  in  the  said 
county,  being  in  all  £60  a  yeare,  ye  same  to  be  continued  and  payd  for 
such  time  as  he  shall  discharge  ye  duty  of  ye  minr  of  ye  said  place  or  till 
further  order,  togea£her  with  all  arrears  of  ye  augmentation  to  him  due 
by  order  of  ye  sayd  trustees  of  ye  4th  March,  1652.  Jo.  Thorovrgood, 
Ri.  Sydenham,  Edw.  Cressett,  Ra.  Hall,  Jo.  Humfrey,  Rich.  Young." 
"  December  28th,  1655.  It  is  ordered  that  Mr.  Frances  Church,  receiver, 
doe  from  time  to  time  pay  unto  Mr.  Frances  Cummins,  minister  of 
Aldbury  aforesaid  (approved  according  to  the  Ordinance  for  Approbation 
of  Publique  Preachers),  the  yearly  summe  of  threescore  pounds  out  of 
the  premisses  for  increase  of  his  maintenance  to  be  accompted  from 
the  25th  March  last  past,  and  to  be  from  time  to  time  continued  unto 
him  for  such  time  as  he  shall  discharge  the  duty  of  the  minister  of  the 
said  place,  or  until  further  order  of  the  said  trustees,  his  present  mainten- 
ance being  worth  but  forty  poundes  a  yeare.  And  it  is  further  ordered 
that  all  former  orders  for  the  payment  of  any  augmentation  to  the  said 
Mr.  Cummins  out  of  any  other  revenue  be,  and  ye  same  is  hereby,  as  to 
anything  due  since  the  said  25th  March  last,  or  from  henceforth  accrew- 
ing,  discharged.  Jo.  Thorowgood,  Edw.  Cressett,  Ri.  Sydenham,  Jo. 
Pocock,  Ra.  Hall1' » 

The  following  are  the  only  registrations  of  places  for 
religious  worship  under  the  Toleration  Act  which  we  have 
discovered  : — 

"  45.  Albury.  A  place  of  meeting  for  Protestant  Dissenters  certified  at 
Michaelmas  Sessions,  1691." 

"62.  Albury.  A  place  of  meeting  certified  by  Nathan  Robinson,  of 
Albury,  Epiphany  Sessions,  1692." 

1  Lambeth  MSS.,  Survey,  1660,  No.  10.  2  Lambeth  MS&,  Augmentation*,  972 ; 

Calamy  spells  his  name  Comyng ;  Ac-       see  995. 
count,  861  ;  Continuation,  681. 
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ANSTEY. 
Acres,  2,170;  pop.,  391 ;  value,  £504. 

Christopher  Alanby,  M.A.,  was  here  1568 — 1584;  in 
1576  he  is  described  as  in  sacris  versatus.1  He  was  followed 
by  T.  Montford,  who  also  held  the  living  of  Tewin,  and  was 
here  fifty-six  years,  and  in  1640  was  succeeded  by  his  son 
John  Montford,  who  held  also  the  vicarage  of  Therfield,  as 
well  as  that  of  Ware,  and,  moreover,  the  prebend  of  Sneating.3 
The  following  account  of  him  is  given  in  the  Century : — 

"29.  The  benefice  of  John  Mountford,  D.D.,  rector  of  the  parish 
church  of  Anstie,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  is  sequestered  for  that  he 
hath  introduced  into  his  said  church  and  other  churches  a  turning  of  the 
Communion-table  altarwise,  and  having  a  great  crucifix  and  picture  of 
the  Virgin  Mary  in  the  east  window  over  the  said  table  ;  used  bowings 
and  cringings  before  the  said  table  and  crucifix  altarwise,  and  caused  the 
said  table  to  be  railed  in  and  the  Jesuits'  badge  to  be  set  upon  the  carpet 
there,  compelled  the  people  to  come  up  to  the  railes,  there  to  kneel  to 
receive  the  Sacrament,  teaching  that  God  was  always  present  at  the  altar  by 
the  presence  of  His  grace,  and  was  therefore  to  be  bowed  unto, — and  in  his 
going  up  to  the  table  to  read  the  second  service  usually  caused  that  part 
of  the  43rd  Psalm  to  be  sung,  viz. — 

'  Then  shall  I  to  the  altar  go 
Of  God,'  etc. 

And  usually  inveighed  against  those  who  went  out  from  his  said  parish 
church  to  hear  sermons  when  they  had  none  at  home  ;  and  did  arrest  the 
churchwardens  of  the  said  parish  and  the  glazier  for  pulling  down  the 
said  scandalous  pictures  in  the  said  window  in  obedience  to  the  order  of 
Parliament ;  and  hath  preached  against  praying  extempore  as  unlawful, 
and  hath  in  his  absence  substituted  a  very  scandalous  curate  very  super- 
stitious in  his  practices."  * 

Walker  adds :  "  I  find  him  sequestered  from  Anstie  by  the 
House  of  Commons  in  September  1643,  and  one  Stanfield 
ordered  to  succeed  him  there."  This  was  James  Standfield 
who  signed  the  petition  of  Herts  ministers  to  the  House  of 
Lords  in  1646,  in  favour  of  government  according  to  the 
Covenant.  He  remained  till  1649,  and  was  succeeded  by 
Daniel  Norms,  who  was  here  in  1650,  when  the  Commis- 
sioners to  inquire  touching  Church  livings  report  by  the  jurors 

1  Lambeth  MSS.,  900,  voL  12  (1),  where  '  A  Century  of  Scandalous  and  Malig. 

the  name  is  Alamby.  nant  Priests,  etc.,  published  by  order  of 

»  Netccourt,  i.  211,  797.  Parliament,  No.  29. 
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Robert  Dacton  and  John  Wren,  "  that  Mr.  Daniel  Norris,  a 
preaching  minister,  is  here,  and  performs  the  service  without 
a  curate ;  and  that  the  value  of  house,  glebe,  and  tithes  is 
£150  per  annum" l  At  the  Restoration  Daniel  Norris  was 
turned  out  to  make  way  for  Edward  Young,  ejected  during 
the  Commonwealth  from  Hadstock,  in  Essex,  and  other  prefer- 
ments. Young  owned  an  estate  in  Furneaux  Pelham,  and  was, 
upon  the  Restoration,  appointed  to  several  lucrative  clerical 
posts,  including  the  Archdeaconry  of  Exeter.  He  was  an 
intimate  friend  of  Ralph  Brownrigg,  Bishop  of  Exeter,  who 
often  stayed  with  him;  and  there  is  a  letter  extant  from 
Brownrigg  to  Richard  Baxter  dated  w  Anstie,  Herts,  July  21st, 
1655."  2  Young  resigned  in  1661,  died  in  1663,  and  was 
succeeded  by  James  Fleetwood,  Conformist  and  Pluralist.8 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  vicars,  1568—1662  :— 

1568.  Christopher  Alanby,  M.A.  1650.  Daniel  Norris. 

1584.  Thomas  Montford,  D.D.  1660.  Edward  Young. 

1640.  John  Montford.  D.D.  1662.  James  Fleetwood. 
1643.  fames  Standfield. 

The  Acta  record  proceedings  contra  John  Allen,  of  Anstie, 
in  1666,  "  for  not  coming  to  his  parish  church,  and  for  not 
receiving  the  Holy  Communion ;  also  contra  Mary  Cheat  for 
the  same.  And  in  1669  contra  John  Thoroughgood  et  uxorem 
ejus,  Sarah  Collis,  J.  Hunt,  for  not  frequenting  their  parish 
church,  and  for  not  receiving  the  Sacrament.  Again  in  1670, 
contra  John  Hunt,  of  Anstey,  "  for  not  christening  his  child, 
being  three  years  old." 

We  have  not  discovered  the  registrations  of  places  under  the 
Toleration  Act  for  Protestant  Dissenters  in  this  parish.  The 
Primitive  Methodists  have  a  small  chapel  here. 

A8PEDEX. 
Acres,  1,851 ;  pop.,  613 ;  value,  £408. 

Radulphus  Tomlyn  is  named  as  rector  here  in  1576,  and  is 
described  as  ad  concionandurn  habUis*    He  was  followed  by 

i  Lambeth  MSB.,  Pari.  Survey,  1650,  8  Provost  of  King's,  Cambridge,  and 

No.  10.  rector  of  Denham,  in  Bucks ;  Bishop  of 

»  Sylvester's  Life  of  Richard  Baxter,  Worcester  1675 ;  Clutterbuck,  iii.  344. 

ii.  175.  <  Lambeth  MSB.,  900,  vol.  12  (2). 
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Thomas  Montford  (see  Tewin  and  Anstey,  livings  which  he  en- 
joyed for  many  years).  He  resigned  Aspeden  in  1601.  The 
rector  of  Westmill,  both  before  and  after  the  Commonwealth, 
Richard  Taylor,  possessed  Aspeden  too  as  early  as  1614  and 
1617,  when  he  gives  these  reports : — 

"  Aspeden,  March  27th,  1614.  My  patron  is  Mr.  Symeon  Brograve,  Esq. 
The  value  in  the  King's  Books  is  £15  5*.  2d.  The  number  of  communi- 
cants are  about  160,  but  most  very  poore.  We  have  no  Papists  in  our 
parish,  God  be  thanked  for  it.  Richard  Taylor,  parson  of  Aspeden.- 
July  11th,  1617.  In  our  parish  of  Aspeden  we  have  no  Popish  recusants. 
Richard  Taylor,  rector.     Sand.  Plomer,  Willm.  Burr,  churchwardens."1 

Taylor  kept  a  curate  here.  In  1624  John  Duport  signs  the 
Transcript;  in  1631  Francis  Atkinson,  curate;  in  1636  Edward 
Harrington,  curate.  These  are  the  same  men  mentioned  at 
Westmill. 

William  Janeway  was  appointed  to  this  cure  before  1644?, 
for  in  the  life  of  his  son,  John,  we  are  told,  "  About  this  time 
(when  John,  born  at  Lylly,  1633,  was  eleven  years  old)  his 
parents  removed  into  a  village  called  Aspoden,  and  met  with 
an  opportunity  of  having  their  son  instructed  by  a  learned 
neighbour."  *  We  are  further  told  that  William  Janeway,  the 
father,  was  minister,  first  at  Lilley,  then  at  Aspeden,  and  after- 
wards at  Eelsall  in  the  same  county.3  The  Janeways  had  a 
home  in  or  close  by  this  parish  after  William  Jane  way's  death, 
and  the  sons  came  to  their  mother's  house  at  Buntingford. 
The  next  minister  at  Aspeden  was  Edward  Harrington, 
already  here  as  curate.  The  Commissioners  of  1650  give  the 
following:  "Thomas  Randall  and  Robert  Goldsmith  (jurors  for 
Aspeden)  do  present  that  the  house,  glebe,  and  tithes  are  valued 
at  £87,  and  that  Edward  Harrington  preaches  con8tantly.,,4 
He  had,  however,  left  in  1654,  when  Joseph  Sedgwicke, 
MA.,  appears. 

"  Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  the  22nd  day  of  December  in 
the  year  1654  there  was  exhibited  to  the  ComnV*  for  approbation  of  pub- 

1  Acta,  Archdeaconry  of  Huntingdon,  parochial     register.— Cussans,    Edwins- 

atHitchin.     In  1610  Thomaa  Lothrappe  tree,  106. 

signs  as  curate.     "  6th  May,  1621,  Wil-  *  Clark's  Lire*,  p.  61. 

Ham,  son  of  Mr.  Bichard  Taylor,  was  *  Brook's  Live$of  the  Puritans,  iii.  279. 

baptized."  "  John  Palfreyman,  curate/'  <  Lambeth  MSS.,  Surrey,  1650,  No.  10. 
in  1597,  occurs  at  the  beginning  of  the 
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liqne  preachers  a  presentation  of  Joseph  Sedgwicke,  clerke,  Master  of 
Arts,  to  the  rectory  of  Aspeden,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  made  to  him 
by  John  Brograve,  Esq1*,  the  patron  thereof,  together  with  a  testimony 
in  the  behalf  of  the  said  Joseph  Sedgwicke,  of  his  holy  and  good  conver- 
sation. Upon  perusal  and  due  consideration  of  the  premisses,  and  finding 
him  to  be  a  person  qualified  to  preach  the  Gospell,  as  in  and  by  the  said 
ordinance  for  such  approbation  is  required,  the  Commis**  above  men- 
tioned have  adjudged  and  approved  the  said  Joseph  Sedgwicke  to  the 
rectory  of  Aspeden  aforesaid  to  be  full  and  perfect  possessor  and  incumbent 
thereof,  and  doe  hereby  signify  to  all  persons  concerned  therein  that  he  is 
hereby  intituled  to  the  profitts  and  perquisitts  and  all  rights  and  dues 
incident  and  belonging  to  the  said  rectory  as  fully  and  effectually  as  if  he 
had  been  instituted  and  inducted  according  to  any  such  lawes  and  customs 
as  have  in  this  case  formerly  been  made,  had,  or  used  in  this  realme.  In 
witness  whereof  they  have  caused  the  common  seale  to  be  hereunto  affixed, 
and  the  same  to  be  attested  by  the  hand  of  the  register  by  his  Highness 
in  that  behalf  appointed/' ' 

In  1600  Sedgwicke  was  ejected  to  make  way  for  Richard 
Taylor,  who  was  restored,  fifty  years  having  elapsed  since  he 
first  held  this  rectory.2  He  enjoyed  this  living  and  Westmill 
till  his  death  in  1669,  when  John  Duckfield,  who  was  also 
rector  of  Layston  in  this  county,  succeeded  him.  Duckfield 
married  Joyce,  daughter  of  Dr.  Lightfoot,  of  Munden,  and  in 
Lightfoot's  works  are  some  letters  of  his  bearing  date  1684  to 
Strype  with  reference  to  his  father-in-law,  showing  a  desire  to 
obliterate  any  traces  of  Lightfoot's  Puritanism.8 

Seth  Ward,  M.A.,  of  Sidney  Sussex  College,  Cambridge, 
was  born  at  Buntingford,  and  educated  at  the  Free  School 
there  under  Mr.  John  Meriton,  an  eminent  divine,  then  master. 
He  refused  the  Covenant  in  1643,  joining  with  Gunning  and 
Barrow  in  their  treatise  against  it.  He  came  to  reside  with 
Ralph  Freman  at  Aspeden,  and  here  he  continued  till  1649, 
when  he  took  the  Engagement,  and  became  astronomy  professor 
at  Oxford.  In  1654  he  proceeded  D.D.  there,  became  Principal 
of  Jesus  College,  and  afterwards  was  made  by  Cromwell  Presi- 
dent of  Trinity.  From  this  he  was  ejected  by  the  Royalists  in 
1660.     Afterwards  he  conformed,  became  Bishop  of  Salisbury, 

1  Lambeth  MS8.,  Aug.,  997,  Lib.   iii,  .  mong  others    by  Richard  Taylor,   of 

fol.  87.  Aspenden  and  Westmill,  Herts.    Hist. 

3  On  June  23rd,  1660,  a  petition  was  MSS.  Commission,  viith  Report,  p.  108a. 

presented  to  the  lords  for  power  to  re-  '  Lightfoot's  Works,  Pitman's  Edition, 

ceive  tithes  of  sequestered  livings  signed  vol.  i.,  preface  xzii. ;  vol.  xiii.  483,  484. 
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and  treated  the  Dissenters  with  severity.  He  died  in  January 
1688-9.1 

With  the  help  of  one  curate  Taylor  managed  to  hold  service 
occasionally  in  the  three  parishes  whose  tithes  he  enjoyed. 
Many  of  the  sequestered  and  restored  clergy  were  pluralists, 
with  two,  three,  and  in  some  cases  four  livings  each.  A  plu- 
ralist with  three  parishes  Taylor  was,  down  to  1643,  and  a 
pluralist  he  became  again  in  1660,  and  so  continued  till  his 
death  in  1669. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  rectors,  1576 — 1669 : — 

1576.  Radulphus  Tomlyn.  1610.  Richard  Taylor. 

Thomas  Montford.  1644.  William  Janeway. 

1601.  Thomas  Knight.  1650.  Edward  Harrington. 

1604.  Leonard  Burton.  I  1654.  Joseph  Sedgwicke,  M.A. 

1607.  Leonard  Barker,  i   2  1660.  Richard  Taylor,  restored. 

1607.  Geo.  Montague.    )  1669.  John  Duckfield. 

The  following  are  some  registrations  of  places  for  religious 
worship  under  the  Toleration  Act : — 

"  Aspeden.  Barn  of  J.  Parker  for  Protestant  Dissenters,  Calvinists, 
certified  December  1st,  1812.  Wm.  Munns,  Edw.  Beadle,  Hen.  Finch, 
Thos.  Parker." 

"  1202.  Premises  in  Buntingf ord  certified  by  Ann  Knight,  of  Bunting- 
ford.    23rd  October,  1820.* 

BABKWAY. 
Acres,  3,156  ;  pop.,  782 ;  value,  £400. 

This  church  and  manor  belonged  to  the  Abbot  and  Convent 
of  Colchester,  and  upon  the  dissolution  of  the  abbeys  it  was 
confiscated  to  the  crown,  who  afterwards  sold  it,  and  it  has 
been  in  lay  hands  ever  since.  In  1563  Thomas  Chambers  came, 
but  was  deprived  in  1565,  and  was  followed  by  John  White.  In 
1576  Nicholas  Powell  was  vicar.8    In  1610  Peter  Smith,  M.A., 

1  Walker,  £u/ferifw#,  <?te.,  ii.  159.  Ralph  his  passage  to  glory  more  tollerable  to 

Freman    was   "  high    sheriff    for    the  him. — Chauncy,  i.  218. 

county  1636,  justice  of  the  peace,  and  *  Clutterbuck.iii.  358,  from  the  Lincoln 

died  z8th  July,  1665.    He  was  stern  in  Registers.  Mr.  Cussans,  following  Cole's 

aspect  but  pleasant  in  discourse,  tern-  Collections  (Add.  MSS.  5,829,  fol.  184  b), 

perate  in  his  diet  but  hospitable  in  his  omits    Barker,    and   makes    Montague 

house."    During  the  Commonwealth  he  "  Mountaigne,"  Bishop  of  London,  and 

lived  a  retired  life  at  Aspeden  Hall, "  was  afterwards  Archbishop  of  York.      See 

very  kind  to  his  relations,  charitable  to  Newcourt,  Rep.f  i.  29. 

the    poor,    and   compassionate   to   the  8  Described  as  nulliut  gradus,  latine 

afflicted.    He  was  very  devout  in  all  his  parvum,  et  in  sacris  similiter. — Lambeth 

acts  of  religion,  and  the  contemplations  MSS.,  900,  vol.  12  (1). 
of  heaven  made  death  more  eaaie,  and 
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of  Cambridge,  came,  and  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  West- 
minster Assembly  in  1643.  "  Doctor  Smith  of  Barkway,"  and 
"Doctor  Burgess  of  Watford/'  were  presented  for  Hertford- 
shire "  as  fit  persons  to  be  consulted  with  by  the  Parliament, 
touching  the  Reformation  of  Church  Government  and  Litur- 
gie,  April  25th,  1642." x  He  was  also  vicar  of  Widial  from 
the  year  1616.  He  constantly  attended  the  meetings  of  the 
Assembly,  but  before  its  sittings  were  terminated  he  removed 
to  Barley,  where  we  find  him  in  1650.  In  the  House  of  Lords' 
Calendar,  February  20th,  1646-7,  there  is  a  petition  of 
William  Turner,  clerk,'  praying  to  be  examined  by  the 
Assembly  of  Divines,  having  been  presented  to  the  living  of 
Barkway.2  William  Turner  did  not  succeed  in  his  appli- 
cation, for  we  find: — "November  4th,  1648.  Ordered  that 
Doctor  Aylett  give  institution  and  induction  unto  Thomas 
Fiddis,  clerk,  M.A.,  to  the  vicarage  of  Barkway."3  In  1650 
"  William  Carter  and  Michael  Pryor  do  present  that  the  house, 
glebe,  and  tithes  are  worth  £52  per  an.,  and  that  Thomas 
Fyddes  is  here  a  constant  preacher,  preaching  forenoon  and 
afternoon,  without  a  curate."4  This  Thomas  Fyddes  con- 
formed, for  in  the  Calendar  of  State  Papers,  1661  (p.  210), 
there  is  mentioned  a  certificate  by  Dr.  Edw.  Martin  and  three 
others,  "  to  the  loyalty,  orthodoxy,  and  good  conduct  of  Thomas 
Fiddes,  M. A.,  of  Queen's  College,  Cambridge,  vicar  of  Barkway, 
Herts."  Kennet*  moreover,  mentions  a  letter  of  Charles  II.  to 
Cambridge,  in  the  same  year,  for  Thomas  Fiddes  to  be  made 
B.D.  In  1666  he  withdrew  from  both  livings.  He  was 
succeeded  by  Thomas  Smoult,  who  also  held  the  living  of 
Northchurch.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  vicars,  1563 — 
1662:— 

1563.  Thomas  Chambers.  1610.  Peter  Smith,  M.A. 

1565.  John  White.  1648.  Thomas  Fiddes,  M.A. 

1573.  Nicholas  Powell.  1666.  Thomas  Smoult. 
1585.  Thos.  Clarke. 

The  Acta  record  that  in  1666  James  Haggar  and  his  wife 
and  two  daughters,  Richard  Burby,  his  wife  and  daughter, 

i  See  Army  List*,  etc.,  1642,  edited  by  *  Lambeth  Lib.  MSS.,   Pari.  Sumy, 

Edw.  Peacock,  F.8.A.,  1863,  pp.  60,  61.  No.  10. 

«  Hiat.  MSS.  Com.,  6th  Report,  p.  159.  *  Register,  309. 
»  Lords'  Journals,  x.  579. 
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were  presented  for  not  coming  to  church  on  Sundays  and 
holy  days.  Also  in  1665,  Fiddes  "doth  not  say  daily  the 
morning  and  evening  prayer,  but  in  Lent  only ;  and  omitteth 
it  on  some  holie  dayes.  He  hath  neglected  to  instruct  the 
youth."  John  Caesar  and  his  wife  were  in  1665  presented  for 
absenting  themselves.1 

The  Independent  Chapel  here  was  built  about  1790,  and 
will  seat  250.  Phillips  is  the  first  name  among  the  preachers 
here.  He  left  or  died  in  1803.  Next  came  Thomas  Lowe,  who 
died  at  Newsells,  in  the  parish  of  Reed,  April  15th,  1851,  was 
buried  in  the  graveyard  belonging  to  the  chapel,  and  who,  on 
his  tombstone,  is  described  as  forty-eight  years  pastor  of  the 
church.  A  Mr.  Wright  is  named  as  preaching  here  in  1847 ; 
then  Job  Marchant;  Caleb  George  Haynes,  1858 — 1867; 
W.  Elliott,  1868—1870 ;  Stephen  Harber,  1873 ;  still  here 
in  1884.  There  is  a  mission-room  at  the  south  end  of  the 
village,  in  which  service  is  held.  At  Nuthamstead  there  is  a 
cottage  service  held  weekly,  and  an  evening  service  at  Newsells. 


BARLEY. 
Acres,  2,648 ;  pop.,  614 ;  value,  £681. 

William  Warham,  for  twenty-eight  years  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  began  his  ministry  here  in  1495.  He  was  born 
at  Okely,  in  Hampshire,  sent  to  Winchester  school,  thence 
removed  as  Fellow  of  New  College,  Oxford,  1475.  "He  was. 
first "  (says  Fuller 2)  "  parson  of  Barley,  in  Hertfordshire,  as 
appears  by  an  inscription  in  that  church/'  then  collated  to  the 
Archdeaconry  of  Huntingdon  by  the  resignation  of  Christopher 
Urs wick,  and  in  1503  was  made  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  and 
Lord  Chancellor  on  Jan.  21st,  1503-4.  He  was  a  friend  and 
patron  of  Erasmus.     He  died  22nd  August,  1532.3 

The  manor  of  Barley  belonged  to  Sir  Nicholas  Bacon,  and 
his  son  Anthony  held  it.  We  accordingly  find  the  Puritan 
element  here.  Thomas  Willet  had  been  sub-almoner  to 
Edward  VI.,  and  a  sufferer  during  the  Marian  persecution.    In 

1  Acta,  Archd.  of  Middlesex  at  Chelms-  9  8ee   Puttenham   and  Wood's   Ath. 

ford.  Oxon.,  Ed.  Bliss.    Cooper,  Ath.  Cantab., 

»  Church  Hist,  of  Britain,  B.  V.  Cent.  i.  45,  529. 
(16  voL  li  34). 
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the  reign  of  Elizabeth  he  was  made  rector  of  Barley,  and  was 
preferred  to  a  prebend  in  the  church  of  Ely,  by  Richard  Cox. 
"  When  a  mesenger  told  the  good  Bishop  Cox  the  parson  of 
Barley,  in  Hertfordshire,  was  dead,  the  bishop  replied,  '  He  is 
not  dead.1  And  when  the  party  avowed  he  was  dead,  the 
bishop  again  replies,  *  I  tell  you  the  parson  of  Barley  is  not 
dead,  for  there  he  sits,9  pointing  to  Mr.  Willet,  who  was  then 
sitting  at  the  table." l  He  brought  up  his  family  in  the  Pro- 
testant faith.  His  wife  was  a  woman  who  abounded  in  acts 
of  charity.  When  her  children  were  gone  from  her,  and 
settled  in  life,  she  used  to  feed  her  poor  neighbours,  saying, 
"  Now  I  have  my  children  about  me  again"  He  was  rector 
of  Barley  twenty-seven  years,  from  1571  till  his  death  in 
1598,  when  he  was  succeeded  (after  a  few  months'  interval)  by 
his  son."2 

Andrew  Willet,  son  of  Thomas,  was  born  at  Ely  in  1562, 
and  educated  first  in  Peter  House,  then  in  Christ's  College, 
Cambridge.  Here  he  became  intimate  with  Geo.  Downham, 
W.  Perkins,  Francis  Johnson,  and  other  celebrated  Puritans. 
He  signed  a  letter  in  favour  of  the  Puritan  Sheffield,  and  one 
of  thanks  to  the  Lord  Treasurer  for  his  help.8  He  entered 
upon  his  charge  at  Barley,  January  29th,  1598-9.  He  married 
a  near  relative  of  Dr.  Goad/  by  whom  he  had  eleven  sons  and 
seven  daughters.  "  He  was  a  man  of  uncommon  reading, 
having  digested  the  Fathers,  Councils,  ecclesiastical  histories, 
civil  and  canon  law ;  indeed,  he  was  called  a  living  library. 
He  rose  at  a  very  early  hour,  was  laborious  in  the  duties  of 
his  ministry,  preached  three  times  a  week,  and  catechised  both 
old  and  young  throughout  his  parish.  His  sermons  were 
dressed  in  so  plain  and  familiar  a  style,  that  persons  of  the 
weakest  capacity  might  understand  him.  His  great  talent 
was  to  bind  up  the  broken-hearted.  His  humility  and  bene- 
volence were  his  two  chief  graces.  Though  he  had  a  numerous 
family,  he  was  of  the  same  mind  with  one  of  the  Fathers  who 

Clement  Barksdale's  Remembrancer,  »  Strype,  AnnaU,  HL.    i.  649,  719 ; 

p.  55.  a         -t  ii.500. 


»  Brook's  Lives,  ii  284:   Newcourt,  «  Thomas  Goad,  DJ)-fellow  of  King's, 

Repertorim*.    L   800;    "Will.    Knight,  Cambridge,  rector  of  Hadley,  Suffolk, 

A.M.,  19th  April,  1598,  per  Mort.  WOlet.  lord  of  the  manor,  of  the  rectory  of 

Andrew  Willet,  8.T.B.,  29th  January,  Bishop's  Stortford,  1617;  died  August 

1698-9,  per  res.  Knight/'  18th  1688.    See  Chauncy.  i.  826. 
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said,  'The  more  children,  the  more  charity.'  And  his  sub- 
stance increased  with  his  liberality;  many  poor  ministers 
tasted  of  his  bounty."1 

Dr.  Willet,  while  at  Barley  in  1600,  wrote  and  published  his 
celebrated  Synopsis  Papismi,  a  refutation  of  popery,  a  work 
of  1,300  pages,  folio,  in  which  he  enumerates  and  refutes  1,500 
errors  of  the  Church  of  Rome.  It  passed  through  five  editions. 
Also  his  Thesaurus  Ecclesice  in  1604,  and  his  Heocapla  on 
Daniel,  Romans,  Leviticus,  Genesis,  Exodus.2  The  occasion  of 
his  death  was  a  fall  from  his  horse  at  Hoddesdon,  when  riding 
homewards  from  London ;  he  broke  his  leg,  and  died  Decem- 
ber 4th,  1621,  aged  fifty-eight  years.3  He  wrote  against  "  the 
"  unmeaning  superstitious  practice  of  bowing  at  the  name  of 
Jesus,"  and  he  was  a  sufferer  in  the  cause  of  Nonconformity. 
"Happy  village!"  exclaims  Fuller,  "which  lost  such  a  light, 
and  yet  was  not  left  in  darkness,  only  exchanging  blessings, 
Dr.  Brownrigg  succeeding  him."  He  was  interred  in  the 
chancel  of  Barley  church,  where,  under  his  effigies  in  brass, 
was  the  following  monumental  inscription : — 

1  Brook,  Lire*,  u.  285.    "  It  was  my  the  time  :   and  I  had  almost  said  his 

happiness  to  make  a  board  under  his  pulpit  too,  etc.    Thus  he  continued  all 

roof ;  his  house  was  a  little  model  of  a  the    ten   days,    when   (December  4th) 

church  and  house  of  God ;  here,  morning  after  the  singing  of  Psalm  cxlvi.,  haying 

and  evening,  sacrifices  were  offered  unto  occasion  for  some  ease  to  stir  himself  a 

God  daily  ;  his  children,  after  supper,  little,  he  suddenly  fetched  a  deep  groan 

read  some  part  of  Holy  Scripture,  and  and  fell  into  a  trance.     His  wife  pre- 

he  required  of  everyone  present  that  sently  cried  out  for  help,  and  presently 

they  should  remember  some  one  sentence  some  came  in,  and  upon  the  means  used 

or  other,  and  afterwards  he  himself,  as  he  began  to  rou.se  himself  a  little  and  to 

he  thought  convenient,  would  rehearse  look  about,  and  then  uttered  these  his 

the  same  again,  adding  some  exposition,  last  words,  wherein  he  breathed  out  his 

and  now  and  then  some  application  to  soul,  'Let  me  alone,  I  shall  be  well, 

them." — Barksdale'sifem«fn0rancer,p.62.  Lord  Jesu.'     Next  day  his  body  was 

»  For  his  other  works  see  Brook,  it  288.  conveyed  by  coach  to  his  town  of  Barley, 

One  said  merrily,  "  He  must  write  while  and  on  the  third  day  there  honourably 

he  sleeps,  it  being  impossible  he  should  interred.     After  the  funeral  was  over, 

do  so  much  waking." — Fuller,  Worthies,  I  remember  well  how  the  several  lec- 

i,  288.  turers  of  Boyston  in  their  courses  for  a 

*  "It  happened  about  the  end  of  Mich-  long  time  after,  making  some  worthy 

aelmas  term,   an.  1621,  some  occasions  commemoration  of  their  friend  departed. 

having  called  him  up  to  London,  in  the  bewailed  the  loss  of  him,  and  besprinkled 

midst  of  his  way  homeward,  his  horse  his   ashes  with  their  tears  before  the 

stumbling,  both  horse  and  rider  fell  to  people.    For  the  town  of  Barley,  where 

the  ground,  in  which  fall  his  right  leg  he  lived,  being  not  able  to  do  what  his 

was  broken  ;   being  lifted  up  and  set  heart  desired,  he  gave  out  of  a  little 

upon  his  horse  again,  he  rode  on  a  little  tenement,   which  he   bought,   twenty 

to  a  town  called  Hodson,  where  he  turned  shillings  per  an.  to  the  poor  for  ever ; 

into  an  inn  and  sent  for  a  bone-setter.  and  persuaded  some  of  his  richer  friends 

by  whom  his  leg  was  set.  He  was  directed:  to  a  greater  liberality  towards  this  same 

to  keep  his  bed  ten  days,  unto  which  town."— Barksdale's  Remembrancer,  pp 

direction   he   willingly   submitted,   re-  66,  69. 
solving  to  make  that  place  his  study  for 
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Hio  jacet  Akdrbas  Willet,  Doctor  sacrae 

Theologiae,  aliquando  hujus  Eoclesiae 

Minister,  et  magnum  totius  verae  eoclesiae  ornamentom. 

Obiit  anno  aetatis  suae  59,  anno  D'ni  1621,  December  4. 

Vivus  in  hoc  tegit  (lector,  mirare  !)  sepulchro 

Willettus,  sua  post  funera  vivus  adhuc. 
Vir  ubi  nunc  habitet  cognosoere,  consul©  sumptu 

Magnifico  structam  scripta  polito  domum. 
Interea  partem  banc  ejus  quam  fata  tulerunt, 

Hie  ubi  paulisper  fleris,  abire  potes. 

Thou  that  ere  while  didst  such  strong  Reasons  frame 
As  yet,  great  Willet,  are  the  popelings  shame, 
Nowe  by  thy  sickenes  and  thy  death  hast  made 
Strong  arguments  to  prove  that  man's  a  shade. 
Thy  life  did  show  thy  deep  divinity, 
Death  only  taught  us  thy  humanity.1 

Willet  was  followed  by  Dr.  Ralph  Brownrigg,  born  at 
Ipswich  1592,  and  bred  scholar  and  Fellow  of  Pembroke  Hall, 
Cambridge.  "He  had  wit  at  will,  but  so  that  he  made  it  his 
page,"  says  Fuller.  In  1622  he  was  made  rector  of  Barley 
and  prebend  of  Ely.  Here  he  remained,  holding  also  the  Mas- 
tership of  Catherine  Hall,  Cambridge,  till  1641,  when  he  was 
made  Bishop  of  Exeter.  He  retained  simply  his  Mastership  at 
Cambridge  till,  on  account  of  a  sermon  against  the  Parliament 
in  1645,  he  retired,  ajjd  lived  with  Thomas  Rich,  Esq.,  of  Sunning, 
Berks,  his  special  friend.  In  1657  he  was  made  by  Cromwell 
Master  of  the  Temple,  but  died  December  7th,  1659,  aged  sixty- 
six.2  Upon  Brownriggs  promotion  Herbert Thorndyke,  M.A., 

1  Given  by  Chauncy,  i.  195,  and  Clut-  it  was  under  a  pew-flooring."     Willet 

terbuck.  iii.  387.    The  following  is  a  gave  a  small  tenement  with  a  piece  of 

translation : — Here  lies  Andrew  Willet,  land  adjoining,  near  Barley  Church,  for 

Doctor   of  Sacred  Theology,  once  mi-  the  poor  of  the  parish  where  he  was  born, 

nister  of  this  church,  in.ii  a  great  orna-  ■  Fuller,  Worthies  (ed.  Tegg),  iii.  172, 

ment  of  the  whole  true  Church.   He  died  and  Clement  Barksdale's  Memorial*  3rd 

December  4th,  1621,  in  the  fifty-ninth  Decade,  pp.  69-77,  where  this  story  is  told: 

year  of  his  age.  "  When  Oliver  the  Protector,  with  some 

Reader,  admire !  Within  this  tomb  there  shew  of  respect  to  him,  demanded  his 

lies  judgment  in  some  publick  affairs,  the 

Willet,  though  dead  still  living  with  the  Bishop  (Brownrig)    with   his    wonted 

wise ;  gravity  and  freedome  replyed :  My  Lord, 

Seek  you  his  house  : — his  polished  works  the  best  counsel  I  can  give  you  is  that  of  our 

peruse,  Saviour,  Render  unto  Conor  the  th ings  that 

Each    valued    page    the    living  Willet  be  Cessans,  and  unto  God  the  things  that  be 

shows  :  Gods.      With  which  free  answer  O.  P. 

All  that  of  him  was  mortal  rests  below,  rested  rather  silenced  than  satisfyecL" 

Nor  can  you  tearless  from  the  relics  go.  In  the  Ship  Money  List,  1636,  the  name  is 

Willet's  tombstone  (Mr.  Cussans  writes)  given  as " Dr.  Bonwicke."7 — S.P. On  Domn 

"  was  not  to  be  found  in  1870  ;  if  there,  ch.  L,  vol.  851,  No.  84. 
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Fellow  of  Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  came  in  1642,  and  ad- 
hering to  the  Royalist  cause  was  deprived.  He  is  said  to  have 
helped  Brian  Walton  in  the  compilation  of  his  Polyglott,1 
published  in  1657,  with  a  Dedication  to  Oliver  Cromwell, 
which  was  suppressed  at  the  Restoration,  and  another  substi- 
tuted to  Charles  II.  After  this  sequestration  there  was  an 
interval  of  change,  as  appears  from  the  following  minutes  of  the 
Committee  for  Plundered  Ministers : — 

"May  nit.,  1645.  Ordered  that  Mr.  Richard  Browne  and  Mr.  Wheeler, 
memben  of  this  Com***,  be  desired  to  commend  unto  this  Com*66  such 
ministers  as  they  shall  conceive  fitt  for  the  sequestration  of  the  rectory  and 
church  of  Barley."  "  June  21st,  1645.  Ordered  that  the  rectory  of  Barley, 
sequestered  to  Mr.  Henry  Prime,  and  by  him  relinquished,  shall  stand 
sequestered  to  the  use  of  some  other  godly  and  orthodox  divine.  Ordered 
that  Thomas  Freeman,  minister  of  the  Word,  be  referred  to  the 
Assembly  for  examination  for  the  said  place.*'  [Thomas  Freeman  signs 
the  petition  of  Herts  ministers  in  1646  in  favour  of  the  covenant.] 
"  May  10th,  1647.  Whereas  the  rectorie  of  the  church  of  Barley  is 
sequestered  from  Mr.  Thorndyke  to  the  use  of  Mr.  Thomas  Freeman, 
and  by  him  relinquished,  it  is  resolved  that  the  said  rectorie  be  seques- 
tered to  the  use  of  Peter  Smith,  Doctor  in  Divinity,  a  godly,  orthodox 
divine,  and  that  he  forthwith  officiate  the  cure  and  preach,  etc."*  "  May 
19th,  1647.  Refer  Peter  Smith,  D.D.,  to  the  assembly  for  the  church  of 
Barley." 

Dr.  Peter  Smith  had  been  vicar  of  Barkway,  and  was  son- 
in-law  to  Andrew  Willett,  whose  memoir  he  wrote  and 
published.  An  ordinance  for  making  Peter  Smith,  D.D.,  a 
member  of  the  Assembly  of  Divines,  rector  of  Barley,  in  the 
county  of  Hertford,  was  read  February  15th,  1647-8,  in  the 
House  of  Commons.4  The  Commissioners  of  1650  report  : 
"  Henry  Adams  and  Samuel  Bowes  do  present  that  this  rectory 
is  worth  £80  per  ann.  That  Dr.  Smyth  is  our  minister,  and 
a  constant  preacher  without  a  curate."0  He  was  succeeded 
by  Nathaniel  Ball,  M.A.,  who  was  born  at  Pitminster,  near 
Taunton,  in  Somerset,  an.  1623,  of  pious  parents.  He  gradu- 
ated M.A.  in  King's  College,  Cambridge,  and  was  noted  for  his 
accuracy  in  Latin,  Greek,  Hebrew,  and  French.  He  settled  at 
Barley  about  1652,  having  married  the  daughter  of  a  neigh- 

»  Wood's  Fatti  Oxon.9  48 ;    Walker,  »  Add.  MSS.,  16,671. 

Sufferings,  Part  II.,  160.  *  Commons  Journal*,  y.  468. 

»  Add.  MSS.}  16,069,  fol.  160, 18Q.  A  Lambeth  MSS.,  Survey  1660,  No.  10. 
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bouring    minister,  by  whom    he    had    ten  sons  and    three 
daughters.1 

"  At  Barley  he  employed  himself  indef atigably  in  his  Master's  service, 
and  was  an  instrument  in  turning  many  to  righteousness.  He  punctually 
paid  the  fifth  part  of  the  income  to  Dr.  Thomdyke.  He  preached  much 
upon  the  necessity  of  regeneration,  upon  faith  and  holiness,  and  the  great 
truths  of  the  Gospel.  It  was  generally  his  way  to  continue  a  text  for  a 
considerable  time.  He  took  great  pleasure  in  expounding  the  Scriptures 
and  catechizing.  And  besides  his  public  work  he  endeavoured  to  know 
every  family  in  the  parish,  and  spent  much  time  in  visiting.  He  was  a 
man  of  great  temperance  and  sobriety,  and  very  studious,  spending  in  his 
study  ten  hours  a  day.  He  was  much  respected  by  several  students  at 
Cambridge,  particularly  by  Mr.  Tillotson,  afterwards  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury.  He  instructed  several,  both  Nonconformists  and  others,  in 
the  Hebrew  and  Oriental  languages.  With  the  greatest  ease  he  would 
render  any  part  of  the  Hebrew  Bible  into  English,  and  he  compiled  a 
Chaldee  grammar,  since  unhappily  lost.  He  so  studied  plainness  in 
preaching  that  he  would  often  say  it  cost  him  more  pains  to  bring  down 
every  word  in  his  sermons  to  the  understanding  of  the  meanest  hearers, 
than  if  he  were  to  preach  in  Latin." a 

Ball  continued  at  Barley  till  the  Restoration,  when  he  was 
ejected  to  make  way  for  Thorndyke,8  and  then  removed  to 
Royston,  where  a  farther  notice  of  him  will  be  found.  Thorn- 
dyke  resigned  this  living  on  being  made  prebend  of  Westminster 
in  1662,  and  he  died  in  July  1672,  and  was  buried  in  Westminster 
Abbey.  He  was  followed  at  Barley  by  Mark  Frank,  sequestered 
from  the  rectory  of  Kelshall  in  this  county  (also  Archdeacon  of 
St.  Albans),  who  died  in  1664,  when  Dr.  Joseph  Beaumont  came, 
and  remained  thirty-five  years,  till  his  death  in  1699.4 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  rectors  here,  1571 — 1662 : — 

1571.  Thomas  Willet,  M.A.  1645.  Thomas  Freeman. 

1598.  William  Knight,  M.A.  1647.  Peter  Smith,  D.D. 

1598.  Andrew  Willet,  S.T.B.  1652.  Nathanael  Ball,  M.A. 

1622.  Ralph  Brownrigg,  S.T.P.  1660.  Herbert  Thorndyke  restored. 

1642.  Herbert  Thorndyke,  M.A.  1662.  Mark  Frank. 

1644.  Henry  Prime. 

1  The  following  at  Barley  :  Nathaniel,  1660.    Petition  from  (amongst  others) 

December  17th,  1652  ;  Samuel,  July  10th,  Thoe.  Paske,  DJD.,  rector  of  Much  Had- 

1654 ;  Gabriel,  May  25th,  1656  ;  Joseph,  ham  ;  Ed.  Barnes,  rector  of  Hertingford- 

May  20th,  1657 ;  Mary,  February  24th,  bury ;  and  Herbert  Thorndale,  rector  of 

1658.  These  are  all  entered  in  the  parish  Barlow  (Barley),  Herts.    Their  benefices 

register  as  children    of  Mr.  Nathaniel  were  sequestered  several  years  ago,  and 

Ball  and  Mary  his  wife.  they  now  pray  that  four  parts  of  revenues 

*  Calamy,  Account,  p.  862;  Palmer,  be  secured  to  churchwardens  till  a  settle- 

Noncon.  Mem.,  ii.  809—512.  ment  be  made,  and  that  meanwhile  a 

3  Hist.  AlaS.  Com.,  7th  Report,  p.  101  b,  fifth  part  be  paid  to  them. 

House  of  Lords   Calendar,  June  20th,  *  ftewconrt,  Jieptrtv/ium,  i.  800. 
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The  Quakers  had  adherents  at  an  early  date  in  this  parish. 
In  the  year  1674  "  Grace  Tinkle,  of  Barley  (who  had  been  at 
a  meeting  in  Royston),  was  fined  for  herself  and  others,  £9  5*., 
to  levy  which  the  officers  broke  open  her  house,  and  seized  her 
goods  to  the  value  of  £16.  In  1679,  at  the  suit  of  Henry 
Greenhill,  priest,  she  had  two  milch  cows  taken  from  her  worth 
£8."1 

In  the  Acta  of  the  Archdeaconry  of  Middlesex  for  1669 
Richard  King,  James  King,  senior,  Robert  King,  Andrew 
Hawke  et  uxor  ejus,  John  Hoyser,  Robert  Finch  et  uxor  ejus, 
all  of  Barley,  were  presented  for  not  coming  to  the  parish 
church,  and  not  receiving  the  Sacrament.  Also  contra  Richd. 
Dennis,  Francis  Bowker,  John  Parker,  Geo.  Haggar,  John 
Cooper,  John  N  orris  for  not  receiving  the  Sacrament.3 

The  meeting-house  lists  for  this  Archdeaconry  being  lost  or 
mislaid,  we  have  only  the  following  registrations  of  places  of 
meeting  for  Protestant  Dissenters : — 

"  108.  Barley ;  Independents  certified  by  John  Norris.  Midsummer, 
1704." 

"  119.  At  Barley  for  the  Independents,  certified  by  Wm.  Savill,  Geo. 
Albon,  John  Burgess.     Epiphany  Sessions,  1842." 

"  120.  At  Barley,  a  place  of  worship  for  Independents,  certified  by 
Henry  Judd,  farmer,  of  Barley.    Epiphany,  1842."* 

BUCKLAND. 
Acres,  1,552 ;  pop.,  858 ;  value,  £290. 

This  parish  is  specially  noteworthy  as  the  scene  of  the 
ministry,  in  the  beginning  of  Elizabeth's  reign,  of  one  of  the 
most  learned  and  eminent  of  the  early  Puritans,  Thomas  Becon. 
He  was,  says  Strype,  "  a  famous  writer  as  well  as  preacher  in 
the  reigns  of  Henry  VIII.,  Edward  VI.,  Mary,  and  Elizabeth  ; 
one  of  the  three  (Vernon  and  Bradford  being  the  other  two) 
sent  for  by  Mary's  council  and  committed  to  the  Tower  August 
16th,  1553,  from  whence  he  was  not  delivered  till  March  22nd 
following,  during  which  time  he  underwent  a  miserable  im- 
prisonment. Afterwards,  to  conceal  himself,  he  went  by  the 
name  of  Theodore  Basil,  and  was  one  of  those  authors  whose 

1  Joseph  Besse,  Sufferings  of  the  Qua-  8  Lists  in  Registrar-General's  Office, 

here,  I  250-1.  Somerset  House. 

*  Acta  at  Chelmsford, 
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names  were  specified  in  a  proclamation  by  Mary,  1555,  as 
writers  of  books  contrary  to  the  Pope  and  the  Catholic  religion." 
He  was  a  Norfolk  man,  born  1511,  of  St.  John's  College*  Cam- 
bridge, public  orator  and   proctor.    In  Henry  VIII.'s  reign, 
1544,  he  was  apprehended  with  Robert  Wisdom  by  Bishop 
Bonner.     Then,  for  his  security,  he  was  forced  to  leave  home 
and  friends,  and  to  wander  as  far  as  Alsop  in  the  Dale,  in  the 
Derbyshire  Peak,  where  he  taught  a  school.     Here  Mr.  Alsop, 
a  pious  man,  showed  him  great  kindness.    Thence  he  removed 
into  Staffordshire,  where  Mr.  John  Old,  a  man  distinguished 
for  charity  and  piety,  entertained  him.     "  He  was  to  me  and 
Wisdom/'  wrote  Thomas  Becon,  "  as  Jason  to  Paul  and  Silas ; 
he  received  us  joyfully  into  his  house."    Becon  was  the  friend 
of  Hugh  Latimer,  who  was  the  instrument  of  bringing  him  to 
the   knowledge  of  the  Gospel.     In  Edward's  reign  he  was 
Cranmer's  chaplain,  and  one  of  the  six  distinguished  preachers 
whom  Cranmer  placed  in  London,  Ridley  being  another.     In 
Mary's  reign  he  fled  to  Germany,  and  employed  his  exile  in 
writing.     He  wrote  a  letter  to  his  brethren  at  home,  which 
was  read  at  their  private  meetings.     He  wrote  an  epistle  to 
the  Romish  priests  contrasting  the  Lord's'  Supper  with  the 
Popish  mass,  denominating  the  latter  "  a  wicked  idoL"     He 
wrote  a  work  called,  The  Displayeng  of  the  Popishe  Masse, 
wherein  thou  shalt  see  what  a  wicked  idol  the  Masse  is,  and 
what  great  difference  there  is  betwene  the  Lorde's  Supper  and 
the  Pope's  Masse."     This  work  was  reprinted  in  the  time  of 
Archbishop  Laud,  but  upon  the  complaint  of  a  priest  Laud 
commanded  it  to  be  suppressed,  and  threatened  the  printer 
with  a  prosecution.     Becon  also  wrote  u  against  the  practice 
of  bowing  at  the  name  of  Jesus;"  moreover,  "The  Castell  of 
Comfort,  in  which   it  is   evidently  proved   that  God  alone 
absoiveth  and  freely  forgiveth  the  sins  of  so  many  as  unfeignedly 
repent  and  turn  unto  Him  (Isa.  lv.  1)."    Upon  the  accession  of 
Elizabeth  he  returned  to  his  native  country,  and  in  the  year 
1560  he  was  presented  to  this  rectory  of  Buckland  by  the 
Protestant  James  Altham.     In  the  convocation  of  1562  he 
was  one  of  the  l^rge  and  eminent  minority  who  voted  against 
certain  ceremonies  and  observances  which  were  ultimately 
retained.    In  1564  he  collected  and  reprinted  his  works,  Park- 
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hurst,  Bishop  of  Norwich,  writing  a  commendation  of  them. 
He  also  wrote-  his  Postil  (1567),  short  sermons  for  the  use  of 
curates  upon  all  the  Sunday  Gospels  in  the  year.  The  Book  of 
Psalms  was  allotted  to  him  for  revision  in  Archbishop  Parker  s 
Bible.     His  death  occurred  before  July  2nd,  1567.1 

Becon's  successor  at  Buckland  is  uot  named  by  Newcourt, 
but  in  the  list  of  1576  we  have  a  Thomas  Beacon  named  as  then, 
at  Buckland.2    He  may  have  been  a  son. 

The  next  name  in  the  list  of  rectors  is  Esdras  Bland.  One 
of  this  name  was  vicar  of  Hunsdon  1586 — 1 592,  and  of  Latton, 
in  Essex,  1580 — 1593 ;  and  if  this  be  the  man,  he  must  have 
been  succeeded  by  his  son,  for  Esdras  Bland  was  here  till  his 
death  in  1667.  He  is  named  in  a  ship  money  list  1636;  he 
lost  his  wife  (as  a  small  brass  in  Buckland  church  says)  on 
August  30th,  1648.  He  signed  the  petition  of  Hertfordshire 
ministers  in  favour  of  government  by  "our  Covenant"  in  1646; 
and  the  Commissioners  to  inquire  touching  Church  livings  in 
1650  report,  through  their  "jurors,"  Edward  Watson  and 
Robert  Earle,  "  that  the  house,  glebe,  and  tithes  are  worth 
£120,  and  that  the  preacher  is  Mr.  Esdras  Bland,  minister,  and 
that  he  doth  preach  constantly  without  a  curate."8  He  con- 
formed in  1662,  and  remained  here  till  his  death  in  1667,  when 
Edward  Hickes  (see  Hertingfordbury)  became  rector.  The 
following  is  a  list  of  the  rectors  here  from  1560 — 1662 : — 

1560.  Thomas  Becon,  S.T.P.  Esdras  Bland. 

1576.  Thomas  Becon.  1667.  Edward  Hickes. 

The  Acta  inform  us  that  in  1665,  February  12th,  Henry 
Godfrey  et  uxor  ejus,  of  Buckland,  were  presented  for  not 
receiving  the  Holy  Communion  at  Easter  last  at  their  own 
parish  church.  Also  of  proceedings  contra  Henry  Starling  for 
the  same.  On  May  20th,  1667,  contra  Abraham  Pilgrim,  of 
Buckland,  for  not  resorting  to  his  parish  church.4 

We  have  not  discovered  the  registrations  of  chapels  certified 
to  the  Archdeacon  of  Middlesex  under  the  Toleration  Act  in 

1  Stiype's  Cranw«r,  607;  Parker,  i.  454;  latine    uteumque  inUlligit,   et    in   sacru 

ii.   222.    Brook'8  Puritans,  i.   166—170.  parvum. 

Cooper,  Athena  Cantab.,  i.  247,  where  a  *  Lambeth  MSB.,  Survey  of  1660,  No. 

full  list  of  Becon's  works  is  given.   They  10. 

were  published  by  the  Parker  Society.  «  Acta,  Archdeaconry  of  Middlesex,  at 

»  Lambeth  MSS.,  900,  vol.  xii.,  No.  1.  Chelmsford. 
He  is  described  as  nulliut  gradut,  gravity 
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this  parish.    In  the  lists  at  the  registrar-general's  office  we 
find  this : — 

"  123.  Buckland,  a  place  of  meeting  for  Protestant  Dissenters,  certified 
Epiphany  Sessions,  1845,  by  Robt.  E.  Forsaith,  W.  S.  Butler,  Peter  Reed." 

HADHAM  MAGNA. 
Acres,  4,457  ;  pop.,  1,298  ;  value,  £1,280. 

The  history  of  this  parish,  belonging  to  the  bishops  of  London, 
presents  a  succession  of  nonconforming  worthies.  First  we 
have  the  record  of  Thomas  Patmore,  parson  here  from  April 
17th,  1515,  who  adopted  Protestant  doctrines,  and  preached 
here  against  the  papal  power  and  the  burning  of  heretics.  He 
continued  for  sixteen  years  instructing  his  flock  at  Hadham, 
until,  in  1531,  Stokesly,  Bishop  of  London,  instituted  a  prose- 
cution against  him,  imprisoned  Patmore  in  his  own  palace,  and 
afterwards  committed  him  to  the  Lollards'  Tower  at  Lambeth, 
where  he  kept  him  above  two  years  without  fire  or  candle,  or 
any  other  relief  but  such  as  his  friends  sent  him,  not  suffering 
any  of  them  to  come  to  him ;  no,  not  in  his  sickness.  The 
charges  against  Patmore  were :  his  having  read  the  works  of 
Luther,  Melancthon,  (Ecomlapadius,  Pomeranus;  and  also  that 
he  sanctioned  the  marriage  of  his  servant,  Joan  Bennore,  with 
his  curate,  Simon  Smith;  further,  his  having  affirmed  at 
Cambridge  that  "  he  did  not  set  a  bottle  of  hay  by  the  Pope's 
or  Bishop  s  curse ;"  again,  that  baptism  is  not  a  saving  ordi- 
nance, and  that  it  is  against  God's  law  to  burn  heretics.  For 
these  things  he  was  imprisoned,  and  while  in  the  Lollards' 
Tower  he  met  with  Richard  Bayfield  (afterwards  martyred), 
the  friend  and  instructor  of  Tyndal  and  Frith,  who  confirmed 
him  in  the  doctrine  and  kingdom  of  Christ. 

"  The  bishop,  with  his  persecuting  Foxford,  dealt  so  hardly  with  this 
good  man,  partly  by  strait  imprisonment  and  partly  by  threats,  that  in 
the  end  he  was  abjured  and  sentenced  to  perpetual  prison,  with  loss  of 
his  benefice,  as  also  of  all  his  goods.  Howbeit  one  of  his  brethren  made 
such  suit  unto  the  King  (by  means  of  the  Queen),  that  after  three  years 
he  was  released  and  restored  to  his  benefice."1 

"  Simon  Smith,  with  his  wife,  Joan  Bennore,  were  examined  before  the 
Bishop  ;  and  though  they  could  fasten  no  crime  of  heresy  upon  him,  but 

«  Fox.  Act*  and  Monuments,  li.  238,  264;       Cant. ,  i.  65. 
Newcourt,  Hepertn  i.  832  j  Cooper,  Ath. 
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only  his  marriage,  yet  calling  both  him  and  her,  being  great  with  child,  to 
examination,  they  caused  them  both  to  abjure  and  suffer  penance.  It  was 
objected  against  him  that  priests  have  lived  unmarried  and  without  wives 
for  fifteen  hundred  years,  whereas  he,  Simon  Smith,  maintained  that  mar- 
riage was  honourable  in  all  men,  and  that  priests  might  marry.1  Geoegb 
Bull,  of  Much  Hadham  (draper),  was  abjured  and  sentenced  to  penance 
for  saying  that  Luther  was  a  good  man,  and  that  where  Wyclif  s  bones 
were  burnt  there  sprang  up  a  well-spring.  Also  that  there  are  three 
confessions— to  God,  to  our  neighbour,  to  the  priest,  and  that  the  last  was 
useless  save  for  counsel  to  such  as  be  ignorant  and  unlearned.*  Also 
Thomas  Patmore*  (draper),  kinsman  of  Master  Patmore,  parson,  for 
saying  that  men  should  not  pray  to  saints  ;  that  the  truth  of  Scripture 
hath  been  kept  from  us  a  long  time,  and  hath  not  appeared  till  now  ;  that 
he  had  as  lieve  pray  to  yonder  hunter  (pointing  to  a  sign)  as  to  pray  to 
stocks  that  stand  in  walls,  meaning  images."  These  were  some  of  the 
fruits  of  Parson  Patmore's  preaching  in  Much  Hadham.4 

Fox  further  gives  an  amusing  account  of  Bishop  Bonner's 
visit  to  this  parish  in  the  year  1554 : — 

"  He  proceeded  towards  Hadham,  his  own  house  and  parish  not  past 
two  miles  from  Stortford,  being  there  most  solemnly  rung  out,  as  at  all 
other  places  where  he  passed.  Drawing  near  unto  Hadham,  when  he 
heard  no  stirring  there  in  honour  of  his  holiness,  he  grew  into  some  choler, 
and  the  nearer  he  approached  the  hotter  was  his  fit,  and  the  quieter  the 
bells  were  the  unquieter  was  his  mood.  Thus  he  rode  on  chafing  and 
fuming  with  himself.  '  What  mcaneth,'  saith  he, '  that  knave,  the  clerk, 
that  he  ringeth  not  ?  and  the  parson  that  he  meeteth  me  not  ? '  .  .  .  At 
length  entering  the  church,  and  finding  no  sacrament  hanged  up,  nor  rood 
loft  decked  after  Popish  precept  (which  had  commanded  a  well-favoured 
rood  [crucifix],  and  of  tall  stature,  to  be  set  up  in  all  churches),  he  cur- 
tailed his  devotions  and  fell  to  swearing,  calling  the  parson,  whose  name 
was  Dr.  Edmund  Bricket,  knave  and  heretic.  The  parson  humbled 
himself,  saying,  that  as  for  those  things  lacking,  he  trusted  in  a  short  time, 
hereafter  he  should  compass  that  which  hitherto  he  could  not  bring  about. 
4  Before  God,'  replied  the  furious  bishop,  *  thou  art  a  knave ;  avaunt, 
heretic ! '  and  therewith  striking  at  him,  the  blow  came  upon  Sir  Thomas 
Josseline,  who  was  among  the  rest  and  stood  next  the  bishop,  hitting  him 
full  upon  the  ear,  whereat  he  was  somewhat  astonied,  and  said,  '  What 
meaneth  your  lordship  ? '   Leaving  Hadham  (where  he  was  to  have  stayed 

i  Fox,  Acts  and  Monuments,  ii.  263;  Tyndale's  Testament  in  English.  "—See 

Cooper,  Ath.  Cant.,  i.  44 ;  Strype,  Memo-  Anderson's  Annals  of  the  English  Bible, 

rials,  I.,  i.  467.  i.  297. 

*  Fox,  as  before,  it  264.  4  "  Parson  Patmore  obtained  a  com- 

»  Fox,  ii.  264.     "  The  said  John  Tyn-  mission    from    Audley,    Cromwell,  and 

dale  and  Thos.  Patmore,   a  merchant,  Cranmer,  to  inquire  into  the  injurious 

and  a  young  man  that  dwelt  about  Lon-  and  unjust  dealings  of  both  More  and 

don  Bridge,  were  apprehended  by  the  Stokesly." — Anderson,     Annals    of    the 

Bp.  of  London  for  the  bringing  over  of  English  Bible,  i.  404. 
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four  days)  in  a  rage  before  dinner,  and  going  to  Ware,  his  chaplains  tarried 
behind,  and  they  dined  at  Doctor  Brickett's  as  merrily  as  he  rode  towards 
Ware  chafingly.  Presently  there  came  ont  a  mandate  to  the  following 
effect :  4  Edmund  (Bonner),  Bp.  of  London,  to  all  parsons  within  the  parish 
of  Hadham.  Because  some  children  of  iniquity  taking  from  the  church 
the  picture  of  Christ,  placing  instead  certain  Scriptures  on  the  church 
walls,  upholding  the  marriage  of  priests,  destroying  the  sacrament  of  the 
altar  ....  we  charge  you  wherever  such  Scriptures  have  been  attempted, 
to  abolish  them,  that  they  be  razed  and  be  not  read  or  seen,  etc.' — Octo- 
ber 26th,  1554." ' 

The  silence  of  the  bells  on  Bonner's  approach,  the  taking 
down  of  the  rood,  the  texts  of  Scripture  on  the  walls  of  Hadham 
church,  all  indicate  the  influence  of  Parson  Patmore  and  Simon 
Smith  upon  the  religion  of  the  parish. 

And  now  we  come  to  another  Puritan  name  in  the  history 
of  Great  Hadham,  Alexander  Nowell,  who  succeeded  Edmund 
Brickett  in  the  year  1562,  and  was  here  twenty-seven  years, 
till  1589.  He  was  second  son  of  John  Nowell,  born  at  Read 
Hall,  Lancashire,  February  1507-8,  B.A.  and  Fellow  of  Brase- 
nose  College,  Oxford,  1536 ;  in  1543  master  at  Westminster 
School.  He  was  one  of  the  Protestant  exiles  in  Germany 
during  the  Marian  persecution,  and  signed  the  letter  of  the 
church  at  Frankfort  against  "  unprofitable  ceremonies."  Upon 
the  accession  of  Elizabeth  he  was  made  chaplain  to  Grindal, 
Archdeacon  of  Middlesex,  Dean  of  St.  Paul's,  and  rector  of 
Great  Hadham.*     He  signed  a  petition  in  1562  praying — 

"  That  all  curious  singing  and  playing  of  the  organs  may  be  removed  ; 
that  the  sign  of  the  cross  in  baptism  be  left  off ;  that  kneeling  at  the 
communion  be  left  indifferent ;  that  the  use  of  copes  and  surplices  be 
taken  away ;  that  all  saints'  days  bearing  the  name  of  a  creature  be 
abrogated."  "  He  was,"  says  Strype,  "  an  exciter  to  piety  by  his  frequent 
sermons  and  his  threefold  catechism.  He  was  forty-two  years  dean,  and 
died  at  ninety,  when  neither  the  eyes  of  his  mind  nor  of  his  body  were 
yet  grown  dim ;  dying  anno  1601,  February  13th."  ■ 

1  Fox,  Acts  and  Monuments,  ii.  87.  is  the  Christian  religion  to  be  learned  ? 

*  In  1576  he  is  described  as  "gravis,  Of  none  other  surely  but  of  the  Heavenly 

{>rudens,  et  sobrius,  vir  in  orani  genere  word  of  God  Himself,  which  He  hath  left 

iterarum  doctus."-  Lambeth  MSS.,  900,  us  written  in  the  Holy  Scriptures."   The 

toL  xii.,  No.  1.  first  part  concerns  Scripture,  then  ques- 

*  Strype,  Annals,  I.,  i  806-7,  501.  tions  on  the  Ten  Commandments,  the 
Nowell  s  Catechism  is  usually  identified  Lord's  Prayer,  the  Apostle's  Creed,  and 
with  the  present  Church  Catechism,  but  lastly,  on  the  Sacraments.  Here  his 
it  is  very  different.  The  second  question  Catechism  guards  against  the  error  of 
and  answer, '*  My  Godfathers,"  etc.,  are  Baptismal  Regeneration.  "Whence  have 
not  in  it.    Instead  we  ha\  e,  '*  Of  whom  we    regeneration  ? — None   other   ways 
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No  well's  Protestantism  appears  further  in  his  friendship  with 
Redman.     He  visited  Redman  on  his  death-bed,  and — 

"  The  particular  articles  of  the  dying  Redman,1  fourteen  in  number, 
twelve  of  them  attested  by  Nowell  and  others,  were  in  sum  :  '  That  pur- 
gatory, the  sacrifice  of  the  mass,  and  transubstantiation  were  groundless 
and  ungodly  ;  that  we  are  justified  not  by  our  works,  but  by  lively  faith 
which  rests  in  our  only  Saviour  Jesus  Christ ;  that  good  works  '  are  not 
destitute  of  their  rewards,  yet  nevertheless  they  do  not  merit  the  kingdom 
of  heaven,'  which  is  *  the  gift  of  God. '  "  * 

Much  Hadham  was  at  times  the  residence  of  Bishop  Aylmer, 
and  he  boasted  that  "  by  spending  some  small  time  every  year 
there  he  made  all  the  county  of  Hertfordshire  (before  out  of 
order)  now  (1586)  to  be  most  quiet  and  orderly,"8  an  expression 
which,  from  his  pen,  meant  the  suppression  of  Puritanism  and 
the  setting  up  of  ceremonies.  Nowell  resigned,  and  the  bishop's 
second  son,  Theophilus  Aylmer,  was  given  the  rectory  of 
Hadham.  Out  of  this  parish  he  married  his  wife  Mary,  daughter 
of  William  Newce  (Thomas  Newce  was,  1617,  High  Sheriff  of 
Hertfordshire). 

"  Fuller  says  he  was  one  of  the  most  reverend  and  learned  divines  of 
his  generation,  and  an  excellent  preacher;  and  preaching  once  before  King 
James  the  King  commended  the  sermon,  but  being  chiefly  levelled  against 

but  from  the  death  and  resurrection  of  Margaret   Prof,    of   Divinity,   1588-44; 

Christ."    '*  Do  we  not  then  obtain  for-  Master  of  King's  and  Trinity.    Among 

giveness  of  sins  by  the  outward  washing  other  appointments  he  was  Canon   of 

or  sprinkling  of  water  ? — No.  For  only  Westminster,  where  he  died  November 

Christ  hath  with  His  blood  washed  and  4th,  1551,  aged  fifty-one  years.    He  was 

cleansed  away  the  spots   of  our  soul,  a  profoundly  learned  man,  a  friend  to 

This  honour  therefore  it  is  not  lawful  to  the    Reformers,  and    on    his   deathbed 

give  to  the  outward  element."     "  Tell  avowed  the  Protestant  faith." — Cooper, 

me,  briefly,  in  what  things  the  use  of  Athena  Cantab.,  i.   107,  542;    Fox,  Ads 

Baptism  consisteth  ? — In  faith  and  re-  and  Man.  (foL  ed.,  1684,),  ii.  86  (Edward 

pen ta nee."    "How  shall  we  know  that  VI.). 

infants  ought  not  to  be  kept  from  Bap-  *  Churton's  Life  of  Nowell,  p.  17. — 
tism  ? — Seeing  God  who  never  swerveth  "  Hadham  was  the  birthplace  of  Ed- 
from  truth,  nor  in  any  thing  stray eth  mund  of  Hadham,  the  father  of  Henry 
from  the  right  way,  did  not  exclude  in-  VII.  The  bishops  of  London  had  a 
fants  in  the  Jewish  covenant  from  cir-  country  house  here,  so  that  in  his  rec- 
cumcision,  neither  ought  our  infants  to  torial  as  well  as  decanal  residence  Nowell 
be  put  back  from  baptism."  The  Cate-  would  be  near  his  friend  and  fellow  exile, 
chism  is  throughout  full  of  Scripture  Grindal,  with  whom  he  appears  to  have 
proof*,  and  resembles  Calvin's  or  the  kept  up  constant  intercourse ;  and  when 
Assembly's  Catechism  rather  than  that  his  wife  and  family  were  at  Hadham, 
of  the  Establishment  in  England. — See  and  himself  in  town,  he  was  commonly 
Nowell's  Catechism,  Parker  See.  Pub.,  pp.  a  puest  at  his  lordship's  table,  in  his 
114,  208,  209  j  Churtoria  Life  qf  Nowell,  episcopal  house  adjoining  St.  Paul's. 
App.  No.  IX.  The  river  Ash  runs  through  the  parish 
1  "John  Redman  was  of  a  Yorkshire  of  Hadham,  and  in  this  agreeable  retire- 
family,  related  to  Cuthbert  Tunstal,  Bp.  ment  he  could  indulge,  unmolested,  his 
of  Durham.  Took  his  BJL  at  Cambridge,  favourite  amusement  of  angling." 
1526-6;  M.A.,  1680;  DJ).,  1537;  Lady         »  Strype,  Aylmer,  83. 
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the  Puritans,  he  thought  he  made  use  of  the  bishop  his  father's  notes,  who 
little  favoured  that  party.  In  a  letter  to  Cecil.  Earl  of  Salisbury,  he 
says ;  '  I,  being  parson  of  Much  and  Little  Hadham,  in  Hertfordshire, 
have  a  year  since  commenced  suit  against  some  of  Little  Hadham  who 
may  be  your  lordship's  tenants,  for  tythe  of  underwood,  by  all  law  to  me 
due.'  And  he  prays  that  it  would  please  you  to  reserve  for  me,  your 
lordships  poor,  true,  and  affectionate  suppliant,  such  favour  and  grace  in 
your  eyes,  as  that  law  having  free  passage  my  estimation  with  your  lord- 
ship may  abide  untainted.  Signed  Theophilus  Aylmer,  February  8th, 
1605.  He  died  January  1625,  and  was  buried  at  Hadham,  and  honoured 
with  a  funeral  sermon  by  Archbishop  Usher/' l 

Aylmer  was  succeeded  by  Peter  Hanstead,  D.D.,  born  at 
Oundle,  Northamptonshire,  educated  at  Queen's  College,  Cam- 
bridge, became  first  curate  at  Uppingham,  Rutland,  then  rector 
of  Great  and  Little  Hadham,  vicar  of  Gretton,  and  chaplain  to 
the  Earl  of  Northampton,  whose  fortunes  he  followed  in  the 
wars,  particularly  at  Banbury  Castle,  where  he  died  in  1645. 
He  was  accounted  an  ingenious  man  and  a  poet. 

He  was  succeeded  by  Thomas  Paske,  D.D.,  Master  of  Clare 
Hall,  Cambridge,  whence  he  was  removed  by  the  Parliament, 
and  where  he  was  followed  by  Ralph  Cudworth.  At  the 
Restoration  his  son-in-law,  Theophilus  Dillingham,  sup- 
planted Cudworth,  and  he  himself  was  restored  to  this  rectory 
of  Much  and  Little  Hadham,  to  the  vicarage  of  Hendon,  and 
the  Archdeaconry  of  Middlesex.  He  died,  however,  sometime 
before  September  22nd,  1GG2.  Walker  mentions,  in  evidence 
of  his  worth,  that  three  bishops,  four  privy  counsellors,  two 
judges,  and  three  doctors  of  physic,  all  of  whom  had  been  his 
pupils,  came  in  one  day  to  pay  him  a  visit.8 

As  to  Paskes  successors  during  the  Commonwealth,  we  find 
the  following :—"  November  11th,  1643.  Ordered  that  Mr. 
Hard  wick,  chaplain  to  my  Lord-General,  be  especially  recom- 
mended to  the  Committee  for  Plundered  Ministers  to  provide 
for  him  upon  the  sequestration  of  Much  Hadham,  if  that  living 
shall  be  thought  fit."  And  again, "  20th  December,  1643.  Order 
for  sequestering  the  parsonage  of  Much  Hadham,  in  the  county 

1  Strype's  Aylmer,  116 — 121.  besides  their  places  in  the  Cathedral" 

'   ~   brings,  ii.   141.     In  Hist.  MSS.       2.  Answer— " ...   Dr.  Paske  hath  the 


Com.,  4th  Report,  p.  125,  House  of  rectory  of  St.  Mary's  Bermondsey,  in 
Lords.  Archbishop  Laud's  Visitations,  6urrey,  and  the  rectory  of  Much  Had- 
Canterbury,  1634.    Articles  of  Enquiry       ham,  with  the  chappel  of  Little  Had- 


Lords.    Archbishop  Laud's  Visitations,       6urrey,  and  the  rectory  of  Much  Had- 
Canterbury,  1634.    Articles  of  Enquiry 
of  the  Dean  and   Chapter.     2.   "  What 
other    benefices    the   Dean,    eta,  have 


of  the  Dean  and   Chapter.     2.   "  What       ham,  in  Hertfordshire," 
"  Dean 
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of  Hertford,  whereof  Thomas  Paske,  D.D.,  is  now  rector,  to 
the  use  of  Humphry  Hard  wick,  a  godly,  learned,  and  orthodox 
divine."  *  Accordingly  in  the  minutes  of  the  Committee  for 
Plundered  Ministers  we  find  an  order8  for  sequestering  the 
rectory  of  Much  Hadham,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  to  Hum- 
phrey Hard  wick.  He  published  in  1644  "  a  sermon  on  The 
Difficulty  of  Zion's  Deliverance,  preached  in  St.  Margaret's, 
Westminster,  before  the  House  of  Commons,  January  26th, 
1644,  by  Humphrey  Hard  wick,  minister  of  the  Word  at 
Hadham  Magna."     The  following  also  relate  to  Hard  wick : — 

"  June  16th,  1646.  Upon  hearing  the  cause  concerning  Mr.  Humphrey 
Hardwick,  to  whom  the  rectory  of  Much  Hadham  is  sequestered,  upon 
the  Articles  and  examinations  depending  against  him  before  this  Com1*6 
and  upon  serious  debate  and  consideration  thereof  had,  the  question  was 
propounded  whether  there  be  any  truth  in  the  said  Articles  witnessed  and 
produced  against  the  said  Mr.  Hardwick  that  maketh  him  worthy  to  be 
sequestered,  and  it  is  resolved  in  the  negative." ' 

"July  2nd,  1646.  Whereas  Ann,  the  wife  of  Dr.  Paske,  hath  this  day 
complained  that  upon  her  petition  on  the  behalf  of  herself  and  her  four 
children  exhibited  to  this  Com*00  for  a  fifth  to  be  allowed  her  out  of  the 
rectory  of  Great  Hadham,  with  the  chapel  of  Little  Hadham  thereto 
annexed  :  It  was  by  this  Committee,  by  two  several  orders  of  the  26th 
September,  1644,  ordered  that  the  petitioner  for  the  maintenance  of 
herself  and  her  children  should  have  the  full  clear  fifth  part  of  all  the 
tithes,  rents,  glebeland,  and  Easter  book  of  the  said  rectory,  all  taxes  and 
charges  first  deducted  out  of  the  whole,  unless  good  cause  should  be 
showed  to  the  contrary  by  the  3rd  day  of  October,  then  next  ensuing, 
by  quarterly  payments  by  such  person  or  persons  to  whose  use  the  said 
rectory  was  and  should  from  time  to  time  stand  sequestered,  whereunto 
several  reasons  have  been  preferred  why  no  allowance  should  be  made, 
pretending  the  Doctor  had  great  sums  of  money  at  use,  and  that  he  had 
offered  to  make  a  purchase,  and  did  keep  servants,  and  had  two  prebends 
and  a  mastership  of  a  college.  What  as  to  the  Doctor  having  money  at 
use,  or  his  being  about  a  purchase,  was  by  the  Doctor  denied  in  his 
answer  in  writing  then  exhibited,  and  alleged  that  the  prebend  and 
mastership  were  likewise  sequestered.  And  the  said  Mrs.  Paske  now 
complaineth  that  although  hitherto  the  said  causes  have  not  been  made 
good,  yet  hath  not  one  penny  of  the  fifth  part  been  paid  unto  her,  all 
which  together  with  the  said  orders  this  Com*"*  taking  into  considera- 
tion :  It  is  ordered  by  this  Com*88  that  the  Com**5  at  Hertford  be 

instructed  to  call  all  parties  before  them,  and  their  witnesses,  and 
upon    hearing    both  sides,  to  examine   the  value  of    the  said   living 

i  Commons  Journals,  iii.  808,  848.  *  B.M.   Add.  M8S.,  15.670,  fol.  204. 

•  Add.  MSB.,  15,669,  fol.  46.  220. 
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and  to  settle  what  the  said  fifth  part  of  the  premisses  do  amount  to 
(taxes  deducted  out  of  the  whole),  and  in  case  the  said  fifth  part  and 
arrears  due  since  the  said  orders  of  this  Com1**  of  the  26th  September, 
1G44,  shall  not  be  paid  thereupon  in  such  proportion  as  the  said  Com- 
mittee shall  apportion  the  same  within  fourteen  days  next  after  the  date 
of  their  ascertaining  of  the  same.  It  is  ordered  that  the  profits  of  the 
said  rectory  of  Great  and  Little  Hadham  shall  then  stand  sequestered 
into  the  hands  of  such  person  and  persons  as  this  Committee  shall  appoint, 
to  the  end  the  said  fifth  part  and  all  arrears  thereof  may  be  paid  and 
satisfied  according  to  the  said  former  orders  of  this  Committee.'1 ' 

"  August  13th,  1646.  Upon  the  humble  petition  of  Humphrey  Hard- 
wick,  minister  of  Much  Hadham,  and  Thomas  Pake  man,  minister  of 
Little  Hadham,  it  is  ordered  by  the  consent  of  the  parties  on  both  sides 
that  the  Committee  of  Parliament  sitting  at  Hertford  do  examine  on 
Monday  fortnight  as  well  what  temporal  estate  Doctor  Paske,  from  whom 
the  rectory  of  Much  and  Little  Hadham  aforesaid  is  sequestered,  hath,  as 
the  value  of  the  said  living,  hearing  parties  and  witnesses  on  both  sides 
therein,  and  to  certify  the  same  to  this  Com"*."  * 

The  Commissioners  appointed  to  inquire  touching  Church 
livings  in  1650  record  the  following  concerning  Hadham  Magna. 
"  We,  Hugh  Parnell  and  Stephen  Nobbs,  do  present  that  the 
house,  glebe  and  tithes  of  Great  Hadham,  are  in  value  £300 
2>er  an.  That  Humphrey  Hard  wick,  a  preaching  minister,  is 
parson,  and  that  Mr.  Hardwick  payeth  unto  the  wife  of 
Dr.  Paske  £68  per  an."  Humphrey  Hardwick  was  followed 
by  Daniel  Dyke,  M.A.,8  who  was  certainly  here  in  1654,  when 
he  was  chosen  one  of  the  Triers  for  the  county.  He  was  born 
in  the  year  1617,  at  Epping,  where  his  father,  Jeremiah  Dyke, 
was  minister.  He  was  nephew  to  Daniel  Dyke,  who  wrote  the 
treatise  Of  the  deceitfalness  of  ike  heart,  and  brother  of  Jeremy 
Dyke,  of  Stanstead,  Herts,  and  Parndon,  Essex.  He  was  edu- 
cated at  Cambridge.  He  had  episcopal  ordination,  in  proof  of 
which  Calamy  says  that  a  certain  person  whom  he  had  married, 
being  desirous  to  get  off  from  his  marriage,  Dyke  produced  his 
orders,  and  by  that  means  disappointed  him.  He  was  esteemed 
for  his  great  learning  and  useful  preaching.  He  was  one  of 
Cromwell's  chaplains* 

i  Add.  MSS.,  15,670,  fol.  288.  his  payment  of  the  tenths  of  the  said 

•  Add.  MSS.,  15,670,  foL  288,  442.  rectory  incurred  in  the  time  of  Mr.  Hard- 

*  *  June  4th,  '57.  That  Mr.  G.  Farring-  wick,  upon  the  goods  of  Mr.  Hardwick 
ton,  solicitor,  is  to  inform  himself  how  Mr.  remaining  upon  the  said  parsonage,  and 
Dike,  the  present  incumbent  of  the  rec-  to  certify  the  same  with  all  convenient 
tory  of  Hadham,  may  be  relieved  against  speed. — Lambeth  MSS.,  Aug*,  971. 
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"He  was  of  the  Baptist  persuasion,  and  appears  to  have  been  the 
only  one  of  that  persuasion,  besides  Mr.  Tombes,  in  that  commission. 
Upon  the  Restoration  he  showed  his  integrity  by  refusing  to  conform  to 
the  ceremonies  of  the  Church  established,  and  voluntarily  resigned  this 
living  of  Hadham  Magna,  foreseeing  the  approaching  storm.  After  he 
resigned  his  living,  he  preached  as  often  as  he  had  opportunity.  Though 
he  lived  in  two  or  three  great  storms,  and  had  several  writs  out  against 
him,  he  was  never  imprisoned  more  than  one  night.  Sometime  after  his 
leaving  his  parochial  charge,  he  was  chosen  and  ordained  co-pastor  with 
William  Kiffin  to  the  congregation  of  Baptists  at  Devonshire  Square, 
London,  and  continued  a  faithful  labourer  until  his  death  in  1688,  when 
he  was  about  seventy  years  of  age.  His  funeral  sermon  was  preached  by 
Mr.  Waner,  and  his  corpse  interred  in  Bunhill  Fields.  He  left  behind 
him  two  daughters,  from  the  eldest  of  whom  this  account  was  received, 
in  1716.  He  was  a  man  of  so  great  modesty,  and  had  so  mean  an  opinion 
of  his  own  abilities,  that  he  could  never  be  prevailed  upon  to  publish 
anything.  His  name  appears  in  company  with  some  of  his  brethren  to 
two  or  three  printed  papers, — viz.,  1.  The  Baptists  Answer  to  Mr.  Wills1  s 
Appeal,  8vo,  1675  ;  2.  An  Epistle  recommendatory  to  Mr.  Cox's  Confutation 
of  the  Errors  of  Thomas  Collier,  4to ;  3.  The  Quaker's  Appeal  answered,  or 
a  full  relation  of  the  occasion,  progress,  and  issue  of  a  meeting  at  Barbican, 
between  the  Baptists  and  the  Quakers,  8vo,  1674.1 

Thomas  Paske2  was  restored  in  1660,  died  in  1662,  when 
Robert  Pory  was  appointed  to  this  living,  as  well  as  that  of 
Thorley.    The  following  is  a  list  of  the  rectors : — 

1515.  Thomas  Patmore.  1641.  Thomas  Paske. 

Simon  Smith,  A.M.,  curate.  1645.  Humphrey  Hardwick. 

1554.  Edmund  Brickett.  1654.  Daniel  Dyke. 

1562.  Alexander  Nowell.  1660.  Thomas  Paske  restored. 

1589.  Theophilus  Aylmer.  1662.  Robert  Pory. 
1625.  Peter  Hanstead. 

The  Acta  of  the  Archdeaconry  of  Middlesex  have  many 
entries  relating  to  Hadham  Magna. 

"  1624.  Contra  Thos.  Greygoose  and  Wm.  Dawson  for  absenting  them- 
selves from  church  almost  continually,  and  not  receiving  the  Sacrament. 
On  November  26th,  1639.  Contra  Edward  Mead,  of  Hadham  Magna,  for 
his  nonconformity  to  the  orders  and  ceremonies   of    the  Church  of 

»  Crosby's  History  of  the  Baptists,  i.  of  Hertingfordbury.  Petitioners' rectories 

355 — 359;    Palmer's  Noncon.  Mem.,  ii.  were    sequestered  some   years  ago  by 

804.  those  then  in  power;   they  pray  that 

*  Hist,  MSS.  Com.,  7th  Report,  p.  101.  four  parts  of  their  benefices    may  be 

House  of  Lords  Calendar,  1660,  Jane  secured  to  the  churchwardens  till  peti- 

20th.  Petition  of  various  clergy,  amongst  tioners  are  restored  by  law,  and  that  a 

them  Thos.  Paske,  D.D.,  rector  of  Much  fifth  part  may  be  paid  to  them  in  the 

Hadham,  Herbert  Thorndale,  rector  of  meantime. 
Barlow  (Barley),  Edward  Baynes,  rector 
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England,  in  particular  not  bowing  at  the  name  of  Jesus  according  to  the 
canon  ;  affirming  it  to  be  unlawful,  neither  will  he  do  it.  Whereupon  he 
was  suspended  from  teaching  scholars  or  keeping  school  in  the  pariah  of 
Hadham  ;  also  that  it  be  published  in  the  church  at  Hadham,  that  none 
should  send  their  children  to  be  taught.  1662  and  1667.  Contra  John 
Kensey,  John  Goodman,  for  Quakers,  and  for  standing  excommunicate. 
John  Kensey,  of  Hadham  Magna,  for  being  a  Quaker — in  prison.  Contra 
John  Milton,  for  not  receiving  the  Sacrament.  1683,  September  28th. 
Hadham  Magna,  Contra  John  Sherwood  and  Elizabeth  his  wife,  John 
Hampton,  Gertrude  Orger,  Samuel  Wood,  Norman  Letherman,  for  not 
receiving  the  Sacrament  at  Easter  last.  1684.  Hadham  Magna,  Contra 
James  Bides,  Geo.  Priest,  Wm.  Skingle,  Roger  Cookes,  Jno.  Graves,  Dan. 
Halden,  Richd.  Fletcher,  John  and  James  Ward,  Daniel  Sherwood,  J  as. 
Lampton,  Nathl.  Haines,  Wm.  Pricelow,  Robert  Hampton,  Jonas  Hamp- 
ton, Philip  Warren,  J.  Thorowgood,  James  Bull,  George  Baines,  William 
Hunsdon,  Thomas  Patmore,  William  Turner,  Simon  Woolard,  Richard 
Church,  tt  uxores,  for  not  receiving  the  Sacrament  this  last  Blaster." ■ 

The  following  are  some  of  the  registrations  of  places  of 
worship  for  Protestant  Dissenters  in  Hadham  Magna;  those 
certified  to  the  Archdeacon  we  have  not  discovered : — 

41 105.  Much  Hadham,  a  place  of  religious  worship  for  Independents, 
certified  by  John  Pryor,  of  Much  Hadham.    Midsummer  Sessions,  1703." 

44  111.  Much  Hadham,  a  place  of  religious  worship  for  Protestant 
Dissenters,  certified  by  John  Hale,  of  Much  Hadham.  Easter  Sessions, 
1705." 

"  1,232.  House  and  premises  at  Green  Tye,  Much  Hadham,  a  place  of 
meeting  for  religious  worship,  certified  by  William  Parker,  labourer. 
4th  June,  1821." 

HADHAM  PARVA. 
Acres,  8,068 ;  pop.,  853 ;  value,  £800. 

This  was  originally  a  rectory,  but  became  a  curacy  connected 
with  Hadham  Magna.  In  Thomas  Patmore's  time  Simon  Smith, 
M.A.,  was  curate  here.  When  at  Gonville  Hall,  Cambridge,  he 
was  a  friend  of  Bradford  and  Hugh  Latimer,  and  orders  came 
to  Dr.  Redman,  the  Vice-Chancellor,  to  apprehend  these  three 
and  others.  Like  Luther  he  determined  to  marry.  "  Touch- 
ing the  marriage  of  Master  Simon  Smith  with  Jane  Bennor, 
Patmore  granted  that  he  knew  thereof  by  the  declaration  of 
Master  Smith ;  but  that  he  gave  his  maid  counsel  thereunto 
he  utterly  denied.     And  as  concerning  the  contracting  of  the 

1  Acta  of  the  Archdeaconry  of  Middlesex,  at  Chelmsford. 
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marriage  between  them,  he  thought  it  not  at  all  against  God's 
law,  who  at  the  first  creation  made  marriage  lawful  for  all 
men.  Neither  thought  he  it  unlawful  for  him,  after  their 
marriage,  to  keep  him  as  his  curate."  They  were  married 
abroad;  and  in  1531,  under  Stokesly,  Bishop  of  London, 
"  they  were  condemned  for  the  same  to  perpetual  prison,  and 
were  compelled  to  abjure  and  suffer  penance,"  though  they 
could  fix  no  crime  against  them  but  their  marriage.1  Who  the 
curates  were  in  NoweU's  time  we  have  not  discovered.  In 
1622  the  Acta  name  "John  Aylmer,  curate,"  and  in  1636 
"Dillingham,  curate."  In  1646  Thomas  Pakeman,  M.A.,  is 
named  as  minister  of  Little  Hadham  ;  and  he  signs  the  petition 
of  Herts  ministers  to  the  House  of  Lords  in  favour  of  govern- 
ment according  to  the  Covenant.    Calamy  says : — 

"He  was  M.A.  of  Glare  Hall,  Cambridge,  and  was  first  minister  at 
Hadham,  whence  he  was  ejected  in  1660  with  ten  children,  [and  after- 
wards from  Harrow,  in  Middlesex,  in  1662].  At  Harrow  he  was  in  great 
esteem  with  Sir  Gilbert  Gerrard,  and  soon  had  the  instruction  and  board- 
ing of  several  children  of  persons  of  quality,  and  preached  as  he  had 
opportunity.  Afterwards  he  removed  to  Old  Brentford,  where  he 
preached  constantly,  and  kept  boarders  instructed  by  his  neighbour, 
Mr.  Button,  who  was  imprisoned  six  months  upon  the  Five  Mile  Act, 
but  Pakeman  escaped.  He  removed  from  thence  to  Brompton ;  next 
into  the  family  of  Erasmus  Smith,  where  he  continued  some  years.  In 
1685  he  lived  with  his  children  in  the  city,  attending  Dr.  Kidder's 
ministry,  *nd  preaching  occasionally  in  his  children's  houses.  When  he 
was  once  doing  so  at  his  son's  house  (there  not  being  above  three  or  four 
neighbours  present)  the  city  marshall  seized  him  and  his  son,  carried  them 
before  Sir  Henry  Tulse,  then  Lord  Mayor,  and  they  were  forced  to  pay 
a  fine  for  the  father's  praying  with  and  instructing  his  children.  In  1687 
he  removed  to  Stratford,  where  he  had  an  opportunity  for  some  service. 
He  was  an  acceptable  preacher  to  the  neighbours  there,  and  administered 
the  Sacraments.  He  procured  one  to  teach  the  poor  people's  children  to 
read,  and  himself  gave  money  to  encourage  it.  This  he  continued  above 
three  years.  He  died  in  June  1691,  in  the  78th  year  of  his  age.  His 
funeral  sermon  was  preached  by  Bp.  Kidder  from  Rev.  xiv.  13.  He  was 
a  grave,  sound,  pious,  sober,  and  peaceable  divine."  * 

In  1650  the  jurors  (appointed  by  the  Commissioners  to 
inquire  touching  Church  livings)  "John  Parrantbland  and 
John  Sabin,  do  present  that  the  possessor  hereof  is  Richard 

1  Strype,  Memorials,  I.,i.,  487  ;  Fox  ii.  ■  Calamy,  Account^  468. 
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Skingle,  minister,  who  pays  £22  per  an.  to  the  wife  of 
Dr.  Paske."1  We  find  his  signature  to  the  petition  of  Herts 
ministers  in  1646,  but  he  may  have  signed  it  when  minister 
at  Essingdon,  where  we  find  his  name.  Calamy,  however, 
names  u  Mr.  Skingle,  of  Little  Hadham,"  among  the  ejected 
ministers  of  1662.8  Daniel  Skingle,  who  is  described  as  of 
Little  Hadham,  was  ejected  minister  of  Essendon. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  ministers  here  as  far  as  we 
have  discovered  their  names : — 

1530.  Simon  Smith,  M.A.  1646.  Thomas  Pakeman. 

1622.  John  Aylmer.  1650.  Richard  Skingle. 

1636.  Theophilus  Dillingham.  1660.  Paske  restored. 

1639.  Rogers,  curate  to  Dr.  Paske. 

In  1672  the  following  licences  were  taken  out  in  this 
parish : — 

"  The  house  of  Ralph  Baypord  at  Little  Hadham,  in  the  county  of 
Hertford,  as  a  Presbyterian  meeting-place. 

"  Like  for  the  house  of  Elizabeth  Madison  at  Little  Hadham.  June 
1672." 

"Licence  to  Thomas  Gardiner  to  be  a  Presbyterian  teacher  in  the 
house  of  Ralph  Bayford  at  Little  Hadham,  Hertfordshire.  10th  June, 
1672." » 

This  was  Thomas  Gardiner,  an  ingenious  and  learned  divine, 
who  was  ejected  from  Cottered. 

The  Acta  name  Richard  Godson,  of  Hadham  Parva,  7th 
February,  1667,  for  not  receiving  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's 
Supper.  Also  in  the  same  year  John  Milton  of  this  parish  for 
the  like  offence.  In  1670  proceedings  were  taken  contra  Henry 
Orgar,  Thomas  Yarrow,  John  Pepper,  of  Hadham  Parva,  "  for 
holding  the  excommunication  of  the  Church  superstitious, 
accounting  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer  unlawful,  and  for 
defending  erroneous  doctrine,  ai}d  for  not  resorting  to  Divine 
service  in  their  parish  church.  In  1684  Mr.  John  Spicer  et 
uxor  ejus  for  not  frequenting  their  parish  church,  and  not 
receiving  the  Sacrament.  Also  John  Milton  again,  for  not 
receiving  the  Sacrament,4 

In  the  records  of  the  Archdeaconry  of  Middlesex  we  have 

*  Lambeth  MSS.,  8wrvey,  1660,  No.  '  S.P.O.,  Domestic;  Chas.  II.  Entry 
10.  Book  Preaching  Licenses,  No.  88. 

*  Calamy,  Account,  869  \  Palmer's  Aron-  4  Acta  of  the  Archdeaconry  of  Middle- 
con.  Mem.,  ii.  806.  sex,  at  Chelmsford. 
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not  found  the  early  registrations  of  places  of  religious  worship 
for  Protestant  Dissenters  certified  to  the  Archdeacon  under 
the  Toleration  Act.  The  following  are  those  at  Somerset 
House : — 

1.  "46.  House  of  Widow  Manfield  at  Little  Hadham  for  Protestant 
Dissenters,  certified  by  Michael  Goldring.    5th  June,  1691." 

2.  "98.  A  place  of  meeting  for  worship  at  Little  Hadham  for  Protestant 
Dissenters,  certified  by  John  Hardy,  of  Little  Hadham.  Epiphany  Ses- 
sions, 1701." 

3.  "  99.  A  place  of  meeting  at  Little  Hadham  for  Independents,  certified 
by  Joseph  Bush,  of  Little  Hadham.    Epiphany  Sessions,  1701." 

4.  "  177.  House  of  Jeffrey  Nash  at  Little  Hadham  for  Independents, 
certified  by  Thomas  Michell.    28th  October,  1707." 

5.  "  We  whose  names  are  hereunder  written  do  desire  that  a  meeting, 
house  in  the  parish  of  Little  Hadham  may  be  registered  as  a  place  of 
religious  worship  for  Protestant  Dissenters  pursuant,  etc.  Witness  our 
hands,  July  12th,  1803,  Joseph  Drake,  Edward  Trotter,  William  Paul. 
Beg.  12th  July,  1803." » 

Independent  Chapels  at  Hadham.  The  Rev.  Nathanael  Jennings,  M.  A., 
once  minister  here,  writes  (in  1882)  :  "  There  are  five  Hadhams  in  all,  in 
the  valley  of  the  little  river  Ash,  which  there  runs  from  north  to  south,  and 
at  length  finds  its  way  into  the  Lea  somewhere  near  Hoddesdon.  The 
northernmost  of  them  is  called  'Nash'  by  the  neighbours,  and  this  is  an 
abbreviation  of  'Hadham  on  Ash1;  it  is  also  called  Little  Hadham. 
Then  coming  south  we  reach  *  Ford/  where  the  road  crosses  the  river,  and 
there  is  a  foot-bridge  only.  Here  the  old  chapel  stood."  The  Noncon- 
formists preached  in  a  room  in  Bridge- foot  Farm,  at  that  time  occupied 
by  Mrs.  Whalley,  and  the  first  preacher  was  Mr.  Mosley.  The  chapel . 
was  opened  April  20th,  1803,  when  Rowland  Hill,  and  Thos.  Weaver  of 
Shrewsbury,  preached.  Mr.  Holme,  of  Ware  ;  Drake,  of  Hertford  ;  and 
James  Linsell,  the  first  pastor,  taking  part.8  Linsell  was  here  for  many 
years,  died  here,  and  "  was  buried  under  his  pulpit.  His  widow,"  writes 
Mr.  Jennings,  "  was  alive  in  my  day  (1839),  was  my  hostess  on  Sundays, 
and  his  son  has  been  many  years  a  deacon  there,  and  died  in  1880." 
William  Foster  was  the  next  minister,  and  he  added  a  British  School,  which 
was  flourishing  in  1839.  He  afterwards  conformed  to  the  Establishment. 
The  following  is  the 'succession  of  pastors  : — 

James  Linsell,  1802.  Robert  Holden,  1851 ;  became  a  Uni* 

William  Foster,  1832.  tarian. 

J.  Vale  Mummery,  1837.  Henry  Maidment,  1860. 

Nathanael  Jennings,  M.A.,  1838.  T.  M.  Newnes,  1867. 

J.  W.  Phair,  1841,  deceased.  John  Greig,  1880. 

1  This  appears  in  the  Meetiug-House  *  Evan.  Mag.,  xi.  405 ;  and  notes  fur- 

Book  of  the  Archdeaconry  of  Huntingdon       nished  by  the  Bey.  T.  M.  Newnes. 
at  Hitchin. 
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"  From  Ford  we  come  to  Great  Hadham,  where  we  have  now  only  a 
room  and  an  evening  service.  Next  to  this  is  Hadham  Gross,  now  almost 
joined  to  it  by  the  continuity  of  houses."  James  Linsell  preached  at 
Great  Hadham  in  an  inferior  chapel  on  lease  in  the  centre  of  the  village. 
When  the  term  expired  the  lease  could  not  be  renewed,  nor  the  premises 
purchased.  Aiterwards  in  Mr.  Newnes'  time,  1868,  there  was  preaching 
at  Hadham  Cross,  in  a  large  room  belonging  to  Henry  Stalley.  In  1872 
the  present  chapel  was  opened,  the  land  being  given  by  Richard  Hunt,  Esq., 
of  Stanstead  Abbots. 

"  Beyond  this  again  is  Hadham  Mill,  a  group  of  cottages,  but  so  far  as 
I  know  there  is  neither  church  nor  chapel  there  ;  they  are  within  a  walk 
of  Great  Hadham,  however.  I  am  sorry  to  add  that  the  day-school  at 
Ford  is  now  extinct,  but  there  is  a  Sunday  School  in  vigour.  The  present 
minister,  a  young  Scotchman,  Mr.  John  Greig,  serves  both  the  chapels  on 
alternate  Sundays.  The  deed  of  trust  for  the  original  chapel  at  Hadham 
Ford  is  dated  1802.  It  was  renewed  in  1833,  and  again  under  my  direc- 
tion in  1881.  The  deed  of  trust  of  the  new  chapel  at  Hadham  Ford  is 
dated  1874.  It  is  built  on  ground  adjoining  the  site  of  the  old  chapel, 
where  now  the  school-buildings  are.  The  deed  of  trust  of  the  chapel  at 
Hadham  Cross  is  dated  August  1880." " 


HORMEAD  MAGNA. 
Acres,  2,160 ;  pop.,  519 ;  value,  £170. 

Joseph  Scrubie  was  minister  here  from  1619.  The  Com- 
missioners to  inquire  touching  Church  livings  in  1650  appointed 
as  jurors  for  this  parish  Francis  Tipping  and  Thomas  Bowes, 
who  present  "  that  the  vicarage  is  worth  £40  per  annum,  and 
that  Joseph  Scrubie,  being  minister,  constantly  preaches  with- 
out a  curate."1  He  remained  till  his  death  in  February  1661-2. 
The  following  is  a  list  of  the  vicars,  1562 — 1662,  as  given  by 
Newcourt* : — 

1562.  William  Hudson.  1618.  Richard  Moore,  8.T.B. 

1575.  John  Diason,  1619.  Joseph  Scrubie. 

1584.  Robert  Reve.  1661-2.  William  Cage. 
1610.  Thomas  Tayler 

The  Acta  name  Thomas  Davies,  of  Hormead  Magna,  as 
presented  in  1665  for  not  receiving  the  Sacrament;  and  in 
1666  Edward  Clark,  of  Hormead  Magna,  is  presented  "for  not 
receiving  the  Sacrament  for  a  long  time." 

i  Letter   of   Bey.    Nathl.    Jennings,  »  Lambeth  MSB.,  Sumy,  No.  10. 

MJL,  London.  *  Repertorium,  i.  896. 
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The  following  registration  is  from   the  imperfect  lists  at 
Somerset  House  :- 

"  33.  Hormead,  a  place  of  meeting  for  religious  worship  for  Protestant 
Dissenters,  certified  by  Joseph  Saben,  of  Hormead,  Easter  Sessions,  1691." 

There  is  a  small  Congregational  chapel  in  this  parish. 


HORMEAD  PARVA. 
Acres,  1,041 ;  pop.,  127  ;  value,  £279. 

Christopher  Bainbriqg,  who  was  rector  here  from  1580 
till  his  death  in  1604,  was  a  Puritan,  and  his  signature  appears 
as  one  of  the  Fellows  of  Christ's  College,  Cambridge,  in  1579, 
to  a  letter  in  behalf  of  Hugh  Broughton.1  After  Bainbrigg's 
death  Edward  Howsden  became  rector,  and  in  1643  conformed 
to  the  Covenant,  for  in  1646,  the  year  in  which  he  died,  he 
signed  the  petition  of  Hertfordshire  ministers  to  the  House 
of  Lords  praying  for  government  according  to  "our  Covenant/' 
Upon  his  death  William  Moore,  who  had  been  at  Royston, 
was  nominated  rector,  but  not  by  the  legal  authority  of  the 
time.  He  was  no  longer  here  in  1650,  but  in  1660  he  was 
reinstated.  The  Commissioners  to  inquire  touching  Church 
livings  report  by  their  jurors,  W.  Plomer  and  Henry  Brand, 
that  "  the  rectory  is  worth  £90,  that  Samuel  Ball  is  minister, 
and  preaches  constantly  without  a  curate."3  Samuel  Ball 
continued  here  till  the  Restoration,  when  Moore  was  restored, 
but  died  before  the  year  1660  was  out,  and  was  followed  by 
William  Cage,  who,  in  June  1660,  petitioned  the  lords  for 
securing  to  him  the  tithes  of  Little  Hormead.8  He  had  also 
the  living  of  Great  Hormead,  and  enjoyed  both  till  his  death 
in  1678.     Stephen  Nye  followed. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  vicars,4  1562—1678  :— 

1557.  Nicholas  Aspynall.  1650.  Samuel  Ball,  M.A. 

1578.  John  Fawcett,  M.A.  1660.  William  Moore  restored. 

1580.  Christopher  Bainbrigg,  S.T.B.  1660.  William  Cage,  M.A. 

1604.  Edward  Howsden.  1678.  Stephen  Nye,  A.M. 
1646.  William  Moore,  M.A. 


i  Strype,  Annals,  II.,  ii.  818,  668.  '  Hist.  MSS.  Com.,  7th  Report,  p. 

*  Lambetb  MSS.,  Surveg  of  1650,  No.  *  Newcourt,  Repertorium,  I  888. 
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LAYSTON  urith  BUNTING  FORD. 
Acres,  2,208;    pop.,  1,071;    value,  £800. 

Alexander  Strange  was  vicar  of  this  parish  for  forty-six 
years,  from  1604?  to  1650.  He  was  son  of  a  Doctor-in-Law, 
born  in  London  in  1570,  educated  in  Peter  House,  Cambridge, 
where  he  commenced  Bachelor  in  Divinity.  Afterwards  he 
was  vicar  of  this  parish  for  forty-six  years,  and  rector  of 
Roding  Alba,  in  Essex,  which  he  resigned  in  1617.  He  was 
also  in  1636  given  the  prebend  of  Conmmpt  per  Mare,  in  the 
cathedral  of  St.  Paul's  London.  He  was  a  man  of  considerable 
learning,  keeping  a  boarding  school  at  Buntingford,  and  was 
for  a  time  tutor  to  John  Norton,  of  New  England.  "  Under 
Mr.  Strange  young  Norton  made  such  a  proficiency  that  he 
could  betimes  write  good  Latin  with  a  more  than  common 
elegancy  and  invention," !  This  would  be  before  Norton's 
going  to  Cambridge  in  1620,  and  it  is  no  slight  honour  to 
Strange  that  he  was  the  instructor  in  youth  of  so  illustrious  a 
man.  As  the  church  of  Layston  was  some  distance  from  the 
town  of  Buntingford,  in  which  the  bulk  of  the  population 
lived,  Alexander  Strange  undertook  the  erection  of  a  fair 
chapel  in  the  south  end  of  the  town,  which  he  began  anno 
1614,*  and  finished  1626.  This  chapel  was  built  by  voluntary 
contributions.  "  The  receipts  which  he  received  from  several 
gentlemen  who  encouraged  this  pious  work  by  their  free  and 
voluntary  contributions,  came  to  £418  13s.  Sd. ;  and  the  dis- 
bursements did  amount  to  £418  10s.  Id"  This  chapel  is  itself 
a  monument  of  the  Puritanism  of  its  founder  and  his  congre- 
gation. It  is  a  plain  brick  building,  it  bears  on  its  front  the 
inscription  Domua  Orationis  1615, — "  The  House  of  Prayer/' 
The  communion-table  is  at  the  south  end,  an  arrangement 
which  could  not  have  been  the  result  of  oversight,  but  was  a 
protest  against  the  Romish  practice  of  worshipping  towards 
the  altar 3 — orientation  as  it  is  called.    There  is,  moreover,  an 

1  Mather's  New  England,  iii.  32.  towards  the  east.  We  do  Dot  hear  of  the 

9  The  following  is  a  record  of  a  pre-  practice  till  far  on  in  the  second  century. 

vious  chapel  at  Buntingford:   "Bunt  "In  the  church  of  Antioch,"  says  Bing- 

ingford  Capella  SancUe  Maria  Magda-  ham  (viii.  3.  2),  "the  altar  did  not  look 

Itnce."     See  a  will  about  1520.     B.  M.  toward  the  east,  but  toward  the  west, 

Add.  MSS.(  5,829,  f.  184  b.  and  that  at  Tyre  looked  the  same  way. 

9  The  churches  of  the  New  Testament  for  Eusebius  describes  the  entrance  to  it 

did  not  make  it  their  practice  to  worship  as  fronting  the  rising  sun.  ...    So  that 

either  towards  the  Communion-table  or  ecclesiastical  history  affords  us  instances 
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old  brass  plate  in  the  chapel  representing  its  interior  during 
service,  and  bearing  the  date  1620.  "  Of  the  congregation 
some  are  sitting  in  pews,  some  standing  in  the  aisle  and  before 
the  pulpit,  from  which  the  minister,  habited  in  a  loose  gown, 
is  preaching.  In  his  right  hand  he  holds  a  Bible,  and  on  his 
left  hand  stands  a  large  hour  glass."1  At  the  top  of  the  plate 
is  a  Latin  inscription,  to  this  effect : — 

"  I .  M.  T.  D.  has  placed  this  monument  of  love  to  Alexander  Strange 
(son  of  Sir  Jo.  Or.  Strange,  LL.D.,  and  Master-in-Chancery),  Bachelor 
of  Sacred  Theology,  and  formerly  Student  in  St.  Peter's  College,  Cam- 
bridge, vicar  of  Layston,  who  caused  this  chapel  to  be  built  at  the  cost  of 
the  pious." 

At  the  bottom  is  a  distich  in  Greek  (given  thus  by  Mr.  Cussans) — 

"  MiKpbs  'AXc£avty>or  p&firjv  yv&firjv  6*€  fUyiaros 
O&rog  rrjv  rjfuv  oicodo/zqo-a  vcmv.     Anno  Domini^  1620. 

"  Alexander,  little  of  stature,  but  eminently  great  in  strength  and  mind, 
he  it  was  who  built  this  temple  for  us." 

Chauncy  tells  us  that  after  Strange  laid  the  foundation,  and 
before  he  finished  this  chapel,  he  gave  for  his  motto,  tl  Begg 
hard  or  beggar  d.  By  a  deed  dated  1625  he  gave  an  acre  of 
land  in  Layston  for  reading  Divine  service  and  preaching 
yearly  a  sermon,  and  by  another  deed  in  1642  he  gave 
eight  acres  and  a  half  towards  the  repair  of  the  Buntingford 
chapel*  Strange  signed  the  petition  of  Herts  ministers  in 
1646  to  the  House  of  Peers  in  favour  of  Church  government 
"  according  to  our  Covenant."  One  of  the  last  records  concern- 
ing him  before  his  death  is  the  report  of  the  Commissioners  to 
inquire  touching  Church  livings  in  1650.     It  is  as  follows : — 

"  Layston.  We,  the  jurors,  John  Crouch  and  Henry  Elridge,  do  present 

of  churches  standing  in  all  postures."  (Ezek.  viii.  16).  A  few  places  in  the 
The  Reformers  were  not  unmindful  that  Old  Testament  speak  of  the  north 
the  practice  of  worshipping  towards  the  as  the  quarter  from  which  God  comes 
east -was  observed  and  even  enjoined  by  (Job  xxxvii.  22,  xxxviii.  1;  Isa.  xiv. 
certain  sun-worshippers,  against  which  18,  14 ;  Psalm  xlviii.2  ;  Ezek.  i.  4),  but 
it  was  the  duty  of  Christians  to  protest.  He  is  never  said  to  come  from  the  east. 
As  to  Judaism,  nothing  is  said  of  such  a  When  Christ  was  born  the  Magi,  accus- 
practice,  either  by  way  of  direction  or  tomedto  look  eastward,  were  beckoned  by 
description,  in  the  account  of  the  build-  a  star,  and  had  to  turn  and  travel  west- 
ing of  Solomon's  Temple  ;  and  in  the  ward  to  Him.  The  eastward  position 
vision  of  Ezekiel  the  gates  are  described  sprang  from  superstition,  and  symbolizes 
as  facing  the  east,  to  that  the  worship-  false  doctrine,  and  therefore  the  Re- 
pers  entering  would  look  westward.  formers  objected  to  it.  The  true  Chris- 
Persons  standing  between  the  porch  and  tian  view  we  find  in  Psalm  lxzv.  6  ;  Luke 
the  altar  and  worshipping  the  sun  xiii.  29 ;  Be  v.  xxi.  18 ;  Rom.  z.  6-18 ; 
towards  the  east,  with  their  faces  east-  John  iv.  20-24. 
ward,    had   their  backs  to  the  temple  *  Cussans,  Edwinstree,  p.  89 
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that  his  vicarage  is  worth  £50  per  annum,  and  that  Alexander  Straicge 
diligently  served  the  core  with  constant  and  frequent  preachings  till 
lately  by  infirmity  of  age,  being  eighty,  disabled  to  officiate,  and  therefore 
obliged  to  use  help  of  divers  others  such  as  for  the  present  he  could  best 
procure.  Besides  the  church  of  Layston,  we  further  present  a  chapel  in 
the  town  of  Buntingford,  not  endowed  with  yearly  profits,  built  for  the 
only  ease  of  that  town,  and  commonly  served  by  the  minister  of  Layston, 
and  by  his  charitable  endeavours  chiefly  erected  and  maintained." ' 

Within  Biz  months  after  this  report  Alexander,  "small  in 
body,  but  great  in  strength  of  purpose,1'  had  finished  his  earthly 
course.  In  the  chapel  which  he  built  he  was  buried,  and  over 
his  grave  there  lay  (in  Chauncy's  day)  a  stone  with  a  Latin 
inscription,  to  this  effect : — 

"  Beneath  this  stone  there  await  the  sound  of  the  trumpet  the  last 
remains  of  Alexander  Strange,  Bachelor  of  Theology,  and  late  vicar 
of  this  parish,  who,  when  he  had  spent  forty -six  years  in  instructing  the 
people,  and  in  making  peace  between  disputants,  and  when  amid  other 
pious  undertakings  he  had  seen  to  the  building  of  this  house  of  God,  died 
a  Bachelor,  on  the  8th  of  December,  in  the  eightieth  year  of  his  age,  and 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1650.    I.  M.*  weeping,  has  placed  this  stone." 

The  next  minister  of  Layston  was  John  Turner,  who  seems 
to  have  remained  until  his  death  in  1663.3  He  was  succeeded 
by  John  Duckfield,  son-in-law  to  Dr.  John  Lightfoot,  of  Munden, 
who,  in  1669,  removed  to  Aspeden.  Abraham  Janewat,  son  of 
William  Janeway,  and  a  preacher  in  London,  being  consumptive, 
retired  with  his  wife  to  his  mother's  house  at  Bantingford. 
The  family  had  once  resided  in  Aspeden ;  and  after  the  fathers 
death  in  1657,  the  mother,  with  her  family,  had  come  to  live  at 
Buntingford.  While  here,  in  the  house  of  his  mother,  Abraham 
was  seized  by  Justice  Crouch,  under  pretence  of  great  friend- 
ship. But  he  made  his  escape  to  London,  and  died  there.  His 
funeral  sermon  was  preached  by  Thomas  Vincent,  September 
18th,  1665,  and  is  published  in  the  end  of  the  tract,  entitled 
Qod'8  terrible  Voice  in  the  Cityt  8vo.  Though  he  died  that 
very  week  in  which  the  plague  was  at  the  highest  (there  being 
no  fewer  than  7,165  persons  who  died  of  the  sickness  in  that 
one  week),  yet  he  did  not  die  of  that  distemper.     Mr.  Vincent 

»  Lambeth  MSS.,  Survey,  No.  10.  where    there   is    this  inscription  :   Jo- 

*  These  initials  are  the  same  with  the  hannes  Turner,  vicar  de  Layston,  not** 

first  two  at  the  bottom  of  the  brass  in  primo  Martix  1603,  texageuimttm  annum 

the  church.  oetatis  opens    obiit.     Loquitur   MtpuUus. 

.  0  He  was  buried  in  Buntingford  chapel,  "  He  being  dead,  yet  speaketh." 
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says  of  him:  "He  was  a  righteous  person,  a  righteous  minister, 
a  dear  brother,  taken  away  in  the  flower  of  his  years.  He 
was  a  merciful  man,  and  showed  great  pity  and  compassion  to 
souls ;  he  was  an  upright  man,  a  true-hearted  Nathanael." 1 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  vicars  (from  Newcourt),  1562 — 
1662:— 

1562.  Richard  Columbell,  A.M.  1604.  Alexander  Strange,  S.T.B. 

1572.  Lewis  Reynolds,2  B.A.,  oh.  1588.  1650.  John  Turner. 

1588.  Richard  Aunsham.  1663.  John  Duckfield,  per  mortem 
1603.  George  Dent,  A.M.  Turner. 

The  Acta  contain  the  following : — 

"  9th  March,  1665.  Contra  Samuel  Matthews,  of  Layston,  for  continued 
absenting  himself  from  his  parish  church,  and  for  procuring  his  child  to 
be  baptized  by  a  stranger  minister,  without  the  consent  of  the  minister  of 
this  parish." 

The  following  are  some  registrations  of  places  of  meeting 
for  divine  worship  for  Protestant  Dissenters,  under  the  Toler- 
ation Act : — 

1.  "  36.  House  of  William  Clement,  in  the  parish  of  Layston,  certified 
as  a  place  of  meeting  for  religious  worship  for  Independents,  by  Thomas 
Bane,  preacher,  at  Buntingford.     15th  June,  1693." 

2.  "  94.  Buntingford,  a  place  of  worship  certified  by  Thomas  Adams, 
of  Buntingford.    Easter  Sessions,  1700." 

3.  "171.  The  house  of  ThomaB  Dane,  in  the  parish  of  Layston,  certified 
as  a  place  of  meeting  for  religious  worship  for  Independents,  by  James 
Snell.    23rd  May,  1707." 

4.  "  1202.  Premises  at  Buntingford,  certified  as  a  place  of  meeting  for 
Divine  worship  for  Protestant  Dissenters,  by  Ann  Knight,  of  Bunting- 
ford.   8th  June,  1820." 

There  is  a  Congregational  chapel  at  Buntingford  which  will 
seat  300.  Present  minister,  Rev.  John  Richards.  The  Baptists 
also  have  a  place  of  worship  here,  Hope  Chapel,  in  Farring ton's 
Yard,  High  Street. 


MEESDON. 
Acres,  1,008;  pop.,  189;  value,  £250. 

The  Abbot  and  Monks  of  St  Mary  de  Graces,  near  the 
Tower  of  London,  possessed  this  church  and  manor  till  Henry 

»  Calamy,  Continuation,  p.  964.  "  Latine  intelligit,  Lambeth  MSS.,  900, 

vol.  xii.,  No.  1. 
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VIII.  dissolved  the  monastery,  and  granted  the  property  to 
Sir  Thomas  Audley.  Henry  Young,  successor  to  William 
Cowell,  who  was  here  fifty-five  years,  was  in  1676  described 
thus:  latine  intelligit;1  he  died  in  1630.  He  belonged  to 
the  family  of  Young,  who  lived  in  this  parish,  and  who  were 
Puritans.  He  was  here  in  1650,  and  the  report  of  the  Com- 
missioners to  inquire  touching  Church  livings  in  that  year  is 
as  follows: — "Jonathan  Stone  and  Stephen  Creed  (jurors),  do 
present  that  the  rectory  of  Meesdon  is  worth  £97  per  annum, 
that  Henry  Young  is  minister,  that  he  preaches  constantly, 
and  has  no  curate."  *  Young  had  already  left  in  1654,  when 
we  meet  with  the  following  appointments : — 

"  Meesden  alias  Missenden,  John  Wayte,  No.  434,  prea.  August  10th, 
1654.  John  Waite  certified  as  aforesaid  by  Tho.  Wall,  Sam.  Collins, 
Hugh  Glover,  of  Hinchingfield,  John  Fuller  of  London.  Know  all 
men  by  these  presents  that  the  three  and  twentieth  day  of  August,  in  the 
year  1654,  there  was  exhibited  to  the  Commissioners  for  approbation  of 
publique  preachers,  a  presentation  of  John  Waite,  clerke  to  the  rectory  of 
Meesden  alias  Missenden,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  made  to  him  by 
Edward  Herrys,  Esq.,  and  Bridget  his  wife,  the  patrons  thereof,  together 
with  a  testimony  on  the  behalf  of  the  said  John  Waite  of  his  holy  and 
good  conversation,  upon  perusal  "and  due  consideration  of  the  premisses, 
and  finding  him  to  be  a  person  qualified  as  in  and  by  the  ordinance  for 
such  approbation  is  required.  The  Commissioners  above  mentioned  have 
adjudged  and  approved  the  said  John  Waite  to  be  a  fit  person  to  preach 
the  Gospell,  and  have  granted  him  admission  and  doe  admit  the  said  John 
Waite  to  the  rectory  of  Meesden  alias  Missenden  aforesaid,  to  be  full  and 
perfect  possessor  and  incumbent  thereof.  And  doe  hereby  signify  to  all 
persons  concerned  therein,  that  he  is  hereby  intituled  to  the  profits  and 
perquisite  and  all  rights  and  dues  incident  and  belonging  to  the  said 
rectory,  as  fully  and  effectually  as  if  hee  had  been  instituted  and  inducted 
according  to  any  such  lawes  and  customs  as  have  in  this  case  formerly  been 
made,  had,  or  used  in  this  realm.  In  witness  whereof  they  have  caused 
the  Common  Seale  to  be  hereunto  affixed,  and  the  same  to  be  attested  by 
the  hand  of  the  register  by  his  Highness  in  that  behalf  appointed.  Dated 
at  Whitehall  the  twenty- third  day  of  August,  1654.'" 

John  Cobnelius,  who  had  been  rector  of  Peldon,  Essex,  in 
1640,  and  had  been  made  S.  T.  P.  in  1660,  was  appointed  to 
this  living  13th  March,  1662.  He  remained  here  till  his  death 
in  1674. 

i  Lambeth  MSS.,  900,  vol.  xii.  (No.  1).  'Lambeth    MSS.,  Aug.,  997,  lib.  2, 

*  Lambeth  MSS.,  Survey,  No.  10.  fol.  152. 
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The  following  were  the  rectors,  1560 — 1662 : — ' 

1561.  John  Griffith.  1630.  Henry  Young.  A.M. 

1566.  William  Bullock.  1664.  John  Waite. 

1575.  William  Cowell.  1662.  John  Cornelius,  S.  T.  P. 

The  Acta  of  the  Archdeaconry  of  Middlesex  contain  the 
following : — 

"Meeadon,  1665.  Contra  Isaac  Totnam  and  John  Woodhouse,  for  not 
receiving  the  Sacrament  at  Easter  last.  1666.  Thomas  Hagger,  John 
Rawcock,  John  Prior,  William  Figgis,  William  Delloe,  Richard  Turner, 
William  Blakesley,  William  Collis,  Isaac  Tottenham,  for  not  receiving  the 
Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  at  Easter  last." 


BRENT  PELffAJf. 
Acres,  1,061 ;  pop.,  232;  value,  £420. 

Chauncy  gives  the  names  of  the  vicars  completely  during 
the  Puritan  and  Commonwealth  period : — 

1539.  Raphael  Eean  was  vicar  seventy-  1630.  Richard  Duckworth. 

five  years   six  months,  and  1644.  Thomas  Austin,  on  the  death  of 

was  buried  here  16th  Decern-  Richard  Duckworth. 

ber,  1614.  1657.  Robert  Dobbins. 

1614.  William  Bishop,  vicar,  sixteen  1661.  William  Kerby. 

years,  then  deprived. 

The  cause  of  the  deprivation  of  Bishop  we  have  not  dis- 
covered. Richard  Duckworth  is  named  in  a  ship-money 
list  as  here  in  1636.  The  signature  of  Thomas  Austin 
occurs  among  the  Hertfordshire  ministers  in  their  petition 
to  the  Lords  in  1646,  praying  for  government  "according 
to  our  Covenant ; "  and  the  report  of  the  Commissioners  to 
inquire  touching  Church  livings  in  1650  runs  thus  regarding 
Brent  Pelham : — "  Robert  Bowyer  and  Richard  Spencer  do 
present  that  this  vicarage  is  worth  £45  per  annum,  that 
Thomas  Austin  is  minister,  a  constant  preacher,  and  has  no 
curate."  He  was  followed  in  1657  by  Robert  Dobbins,  who 
in  1661  was  ejected,  and  W.  Kerby  was  put  in. 

The  following  is  a  registration  of  a  place  of  meeting  for 
religious  worship  in  this  parish,  certified  by  Protestant  Dis- 
senters under  the  Toleration  Act : — 

"  90.  Brent  Pelham,  a  place  of  meeting  for  Independents,  certified  by 
George  Eve,  of  Brent  Pelham.    Epiphany  Sessions,  1699." 
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FURNEUX  PELHAM. 
Acres,  2,585 ;  pop.,  571 j  value,  £420. 

Walker1  names  Henry  Hancock  in  his  list.  The  following  is 
the  character  given  of  this  man  in  the  Century : — 

"35.  The  benefice  of  Henry  Hancock,  vicar  of  the  parish  church  of 
Fornax  Pelham,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  is  sequestered,  for  that  he 
hath  preached  that  it  is  as  lawful  for  a  woman,  if  she  dislike  her  husband, 
to  leave  him  and  take  another,  as  for  one  to  go  out  of  his  parish  to  hear 
another  minister,  and  that  to  go  to  another  church  was  as  the  sin  of 
witchcraft  and  idolatry.  He  filleth  as  well  his  sermons  as  his  ordinary 
discourses  with  bitter  invectives  and  slanders  against  those  that  are 
religiously  affected,  especially  presenting  them  under  the  names  of 
Puritans  and  Roundheads,  and  hath  said  in  his  sermons  that  'the 
Puritans  forced  the  Parliament  to  make  laws  according  to  their  own 
phantasies,  and  not  according  to  the  law  of  God  ! '  And  after  the  fight 
at  Edgehill,  he  said  in  his  sermon,  that  he  was  overjoyed  to  think  that 
God  should  put  it  into  the  heart  of  the  king  to  fight  the  Lord's  battles 
on  the  Lord's  day,  to  uphold  the  old  ancient  Catholic  faith.  And  fearing 
the  pulling  up  of  the  rails  about  the  Communion  table,  he  walked  with 
his  sword  about  the  churchyard  in  the  night,  saying  he  would  rather  lose 
his  life  than  suffer  them  to  be  pulled  up  ;  and  that  if  the  bishops  should 
command  him  to  wear  a  kettle  upon  his  head  he  would  do  it.  And  he  is 
a  common  tipler,  and  haunter  of  ale  houses,  and  a  profane  swearer  of 
bloody  oaths."8 

Accordingly  the  House  of  Commons,  August  22nd,  1643,  made 
"  an  order  for  sequestering  the  vicarage  of  Fornix  Pelham,  in  the 
county  of  Hertford,  whereof  Henry  Hancocke  is  vicar,  to  the 
use  of  Thomas  V aughan,  a  godly  orthodox  divine." 8  Vaughan, 
July  19th,  1644,  removed  to  Smarden,  Kent,  where  he 
remained  till  he  was  ejected  in  1662.4  Thomas  Marston 
came  at  the  end  of  the  year  1644.  He,  as  well  as  Vaughan, 
paid  to  the  wife  of  Hancocke  an  allowance  (probably  the 
fifths)  out  of  the  tithes,  as  the  following  minutes  of  the  Com- 
mittee for  Plundered  Ministers  indicate : — 

"  March  1st,  1644.  It  is  ordered  that  Mr.  Marston,  to  whom  the 
vicarage  of  Fornax  Pelham,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  is  .sequestered, 
shall  from  time  to  time  pay  such  yearly  allowance  to  the  wife  of  Mr. 

1  Sufferings  of  the  Clergy,  il.  265.  *  Commons  Journals,  iii.  214. 

•  The   First    Century   of   Scandalous  4  Palmer's  Noncon.  Mem.,  ii.  335. 

Malignant  Priests,  etc.  Printed  by  order 
of  the  House,  1643,  p.  27. 
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Hancocke,  from  whom  the  same  is  sequestered,  as  Mr.  Vaughan,  late 
minister  there,  was  charged  with  the  payment  of  daring  his  residence 
there,  by  virtue  of  the  order  of  this  Com***  in  that  behalf." ! 

In  1646  Thomas  Marston  signs  the  petition  of  Herts  minis- 
ters in  favour  of  government  "  according  to  our  Covenant." 
But  he  left  Furneux  Pelham  before  1650,  for  in  that  year  the 
Commissioners  to  enquire  touching  Church  livings  report  by 
the  juror,  Thomas  Prentis,  "  that  this  vicarage  is  worth  £35 
per  annum,  and  that  Nathanael  Ball  is  minister,  and  pays 
one-fifth  to  the  wife  of  Dr.  Hancock."  This  is,  of  course, 
Nathanael  Ball  of  Barley,  who  was  ejected  from  this  vicarage 
in  1660  to  make  way  for  Hancock,  who  was  made  D.D.  by 
command  of  Charles  II.,  and  held  the  living  till  his  death  in 
1666.     The  following  is  a  list  of  the  vicars,  1560—1662  :— 

1560.  Richard  Hedge.  1600.  Wm.  Bishop,  Jan.,  on  death  of 

1589.  Raphael  Kean.  W.  Bishop,  sen.1 

1592.  William  Bishop  1616.  Henry  Hancock. 

1599.  John  Newman,  on  deprivation       1643.  Thomas  Vaughan. 

of  W.  Bishop.  1645.  Thomas  Marston. 

1600.  William    Bishop    restored    on      1650.  Nathanael  BalL 

death  of  J.  Newman.  1660.  Henry  Hancock  restored. 

There  is  a  Congregational  chapel  in  this  parish,  served, 
together  with  Manuden  (Essex),  by  an  evangelist.  T.  Clayden 
was  here  in  1880.  The  present  evangelist  is  W.  J.  M'Kittrick. 
Here  also  is  a  Primitive  Methodist  chapel. 

STOCKING  PELHAM. 

Francis  Watson  was  rector  of  this  parish  for  thirty-two 
years,  from  1580-1  to  1613.  He  was  followed  by  Nathanael 
Morris,  who  was  still  here  in  1646,  for  we  find  his  name 
among  the  signatures  to  the  petition  of  Hertfordshire  ministers 
to  the  House  of  Lords  in  that  year,  praying  for  Church  govern- 
ment "according  to  our  Covenant"  The  Commissioners  to 
enquire  touching  Church  livings  state  that  "  Nehemiah  Morris 
and  Thomas  Chandler,  jurors,  do  present  that  this  rectory  is 
worth  £50  per  annum,  and  that  Nehemiah  Morris  is  our 
minister,  who  preaches  constantly  without  a  curate."3  This 
may    be    an   error  of  the   writer    repeating    Nehemiah  for 

>  B.  M.  Add.  MSSM  15,669,  fol.  44  :  see  *  Cussuns,  Edwinstreetp.  144,  gives  these, 
also  fol.  144.  8  Lambeth  MSS.,  Survey,  1660  No.  10. 
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Xathanael,  or  Neheraiah  may  have  been  a  son.    How  long  he 
remained  here  is  not  stated.     The  next  minister  was  Bar- 
tholomew Wormell,  who  retired  from  the  cure  in  1667. 
The  following  is  a  list  of  the  rectors,  1560 — 1662  : — 

l."59.  Robert  Ingham.  1650.  Nehemiah  Morris. 

1579.  Francis  Watson.  A.M.  Bartholomew  Wormell  left  1667. 

1(113.  Nathanael  Morris,  A.M. 

The  following  registration  was  made  at  Quarter  Sessions  by 
the  Protestant  Dissenters  of  this  parish : — 

"  1084.  House  in  the  parish  of  Stocking  Pelham  as  a  place  of  meeting 
for  Independents,  certified  by  J.  B.  Pearce,  minister.    May  1st,  181 8. " 

THROCKIXG. 
Acres,  908 ;  pop.,  74 ;  value,  £290. 

The  church  of  this  little  parish  is  said  to  stand  on  the 
highest  ground  in  Hertfordshire.  Chauncy  tells  of  one  Sir 
Leonard  Hide  who  owned  the  manor,  and  u  paved  his  kitchen  at 
Sandon  with  gravestones  taken  out  of  this  church  ;  and  being 
patron,  embezzled  the  glebe  and  kept  a  chaplain  in  his  house 
to  officiate,  and  from  that  time  'twas  observed  his  estate 
wasted,  and  his  name  extinguished." l  This  was  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  seventeenth  century.  Rowland  Hearing  *  is  named 
as  rector  in  1576,  and  the  next  name  is  Richard  Pearce  in  1601, 
who  may  have  been  the  chaplain  above  referred  to.  In  the 
Acta  of  the  Archdeaconry  of  Huntingdon,  in  which  Throcking 
was,  Master  Pearce  (or  Perie),  curate  of  Throcking,  is  named, 
January  30th,  1610,  "  to  know  by  what  authority  he  serveth 
the  cure."     In  that  year  this  report  was  given  : — 

"  Throcking.  These  are  to  certifie  that  we  have  had  neither  marriage, 
buriall,  or  christning,  since  the  Feast  of  St.  Michael  the  Archangel,  1609, 
nnto  the  same  feast  1610.  John  Bardolfe,  guardian."  In  1622  "  there  have 
been  none  either  married,  christened,  or  buried  since  the  Feast  of  St. 
Michael,  anno  1621,  until  the  last  Feast  of  St.  Michael,  1622,  per  me  Guliel- 
mum  Thackham,  Rectorem  de  Throcking  ;  Edw.  Seamer,  guardian." 

William  Thackham  was  inducted  29th  June,  1621,  and  in 
1623,  13th  July,  Jeremiah  Elborough,  M.A.,  was  appointed 
per  mortem  Wm,  Thackham.  In  September  1629,  William 
Clarke,  M.A.,  was  instituted  "per  depriv.  Elborow,"  and  he  was 

»  Chauncy,  Hitt.  Ant.,  i.  233.  *  Lambeth  MSS.,  900,  voL  12  (2). 
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here  till  his  death  in  1662,1  having  complied  with  the  changes 
of  those  thirty-eight  years.  William  Clarke  married  Mary, 
daughter  of  J.  Bagshaw,  at  Benington,  in  1646  ;  and  in  1650 
the  Commissioners  to  inquire  touching  Church  livings  (Nicholas 
Godfrey,  juror)  state  "that  this  rectory  is  worth  £55,  and  that 
William  Clark  is  our  minister,  and  preaches  without  a 
curate."  2  On  the  27th  January,  1662-3,  William  Turner  was 
appointed  by  Sir  Thomas  Soame  upon  the  death  of  William 
Clarke.3  The  transcript  registers  indicate  a  state  of  matters 
described  by  a  record  in  1808:  "  The  rectory  of  Throcking  has 
no  house  nor  any  land  in  the  parish  except  the  churchyard." 
The  congregation  must  have  been  very  small,  about  a  score 
even  if  all  who  could  attended.  But  the  income  kept  the  rectory 
occupied,  and  does  so  still.  The  Nonconforming  parishioners 
here  have  always  been  within  easy  reach  of  places  of  worship 
at  Buntingford  and  Cottered. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  rectors  or  curates  indicated 
by  the  Acta  and  Transcripts  : — 

1578.  Rowland  Hearing.  1623.  Jeremiah  Elborough,  M.A. 

1601.  Richard  Pcarce  (or  Perie).  1629.  William  Clarke,  M.A. 

1621.  William  Thackham.  1662.  William  Turner,  Conformist. 

WIDIAL. 
Acres,  1,187  ;  pop.,  202 ;  value,  £326. 

Griffin  Leyson  was  rector  here  in  1534.  He  took  his 
D.C.L.  at  Oxford  on  January  24th,  1532.  He  was  present 
as  Archdeacon  of  Caermarthen  at  the  convocation  of  1540,  and 
afterwards  became  Archbishop  Cranmer's  official  and  com- 
misary  for  the  see  of  Bangor.     "  He,  with  John  Oliver,  was 

>  1629,  William  Clarke  signs  as  rector,  »  Lambeth  MSS.,  Survey,  1650,  No.  10. 

Robert  Hale,  churchwarden.    In  1630,  '  1661,     William     Clark     buried    in 

1632,  1638,  1634,  1637,  1638,  there  were  August.  1670,  Sir  Thomas  Soame  buried 

no  marriages,  no  baptisms,  no  burials,  in  January.     Mr.  Turner  rector.    1700, 

and  very  few  in  the  intervening  years ;  no  baptisms,  no  marriages,  no  burials. 

e.g.t  in  1635  the  only  death  is  on  "  Sep-  Thomas  Burnett    rector.     In   1706    no 

tember  12th,  buried  one  Thomas  Cham-  marriages,  no  burials,  one  baptism.     In 

hers,   yeoman,   an  old  bachelor.    Wm.  1708  none  whatever,  B.  Wilding.    17 J  2, 

Clarke,  rector  ;  Esayas Newman,  church-  none;    1715,   none;    1716,   one  burial; 

warden."    In  1638  the  only  record  is  :  1717,  none,  and  so  on  for  many  years. 

''December  26th,  married  Mr.  Wm. Clarke  "  1747,  none.    R.  Cordery,  cl.  off.  curate 

and  Susan  his  wife.''    In  1641  marriages  of  Throcking."    1770,  J.  Avarne,  curate, 

none,  christenings  none.     "Buried  28th  1795,   P.   Aimhurst,   curate.     1797,   A. 

February  Mr.  William  Soame,  gent.,  the  Trollop,  curate.    1804,  W.  Erratt,  curate, 

oldest  son  of  Mr.  Thomas  Soame,  Esq.,  1808,  John  Nicholson,  curate ;  Thomas 

Alderman  of  the  City  of  London.    W.  Liaaon,  curate.    1811,  Richard  Jeffreys, 

Clarke,     rector;     Nicholas     Godfrey,  rector. — Acta  of   the  Archdeaconry  of 

churchwarden."  Huntingdon  at  Hitchin. 
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employed  in  the  matter  of  depriving  Stephen  Gardiner  of  the 
bishopric  of  Winchester,  being  in  a  commission  for  trial  of  the 
bishop,  and  of  Bishop  Bonner ;  and  in  a  commission  likewise 
against  the  Anabaptists.  Daring  the  reign  of  Mary, '  wheeling 
about/  he  became  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  High  Sheriff 
for  Caermarthenshire,  when  Robert  Ferrar,  Bishop  of  St 
David's,  was  burnt,  an.  1555,  suffering  not  the  bishop  to  speak 
his  mind  when  he  was  at  the  stake  (as  John  Fox  tells  us). 
He  died  about  half  a  year  after,  when  he  would  have  spoke 
himself  but  could  not."  He  had  been  made  Dean  of  Arches  by 
Cranmer,  an.  1549.1 

Richard  Columbell,  who  was  also  vicar  of  Great  Hormead 
and  Layston,  held  this  rectory  for  thirty-one  years,  from  1559 
till  his  death  in  1591 ;  and  Peter  Smith,  D.D.,  of  Barkway, 
was  here  from  1616  to  1640.  During  the  Commonwealth  we  find 
Thomas  Cousens  minister  of  this  parish.  He  signs  the  peti- 
tion of  Herts  ministers  in  1646,  and  in  1650  the  Commissioners 
to  inquire  touching  Church  livings  report  thus:  "Edward 
Brown  and  Henry  Crowder  do  present  that  this  rectory  is 
worth  £60  per  annum,  and  that  Mr.  Thomas  Cozens  preaches 
constantly  without  a  curate."2  On  the  2nd  October,  1651, 
Thomas  Cousens,  minister  of  Widial,  was  married  at  Great 
Hormead  church  to  Margaret  Nash.3  He  conformed  and 
remained  here  till  his  death  in  1664,  when  Thomas  Fiddes,  of 
Barkway,  was  here  for  a  short  time,  but  had  soon  to  resign, 
owing,  probably,  to  his  Puritan  opinions.  In  1666  he  was 
succeeded  by  Gasper  Ward,  who  was  here  till  his  death  in  1693. 

The  following  is  from  Newcourt's  list  of  rectors : — 

1534.  Griffin  Leyaon,  D.C.L.  1691.  Robert  8tern,  A.M. 

1535.  John  Hewes.  1611.  Reginald  Trigg,  A.M. 
1556.  Thomas  Washington.  1616.  Peter  Smith,  8.T.B. 
1559.  John  H yokes.                                     1646.  Thomas  Cousens. 
1559.  Richard  Columbell.  1664.  Thomas  Fiddes,  S.T.P. 

The  Acta  of  the  Archdeaconry  of  Middlesex  contain  some 
references  to  Widial. 

"  1668.  Samuel  Fisher,  of  Widial,  was  presented  for  not  coming  to  the 
Communion.  In  1669  John  Figgis  and  his  wife  presented  for  absenting 
themselves  from  their  pariah  church." 

i  Wood,  Ath.  Oxon^  Fatti,  i.  68 ;  New-  *  Lambeth  MSS.,  Surveg,   1660,  No. 

court,  Rep^  i.  911  j  Fox,  AcU  and  Mon.,       10 ;  Lansd.  M8&,  469. 
iii.  801.  '  Cowans,  Edwinttrte,  p.  129. 


THE   RECTORY,    THERFIELD.1 


VIII.   HUNDRED   OF  ODSEY. 


THIS  hundred  comprises  fifteen  parishes,  all  of  which,  save 
two,  were  in  the  Archdeaconry  of  Huntingdon.     Reed 
and  Royston  belonged  to  the  Archdeaconry  of  Middlesex. 


ARDELEY,  OR  YARDLEY. 

Charles  Chauncy,  B.D.,  who  became  vicar  of  Ware,  and 
afterwards  went  to  New  England,  was  born  here  in  1589.  An 
account  of  him  is  given  under  Ware.  John  Cheek,  ordained 
by  Bp.  Grindal,  December  28th,  1560,  aged  thirty-three,  was 
vicar  of  this  parish  for  a  few  years  from  1560.2  Robert  Tatter- 
sall,  ad  cone.  habUis,  was  here  from  1576—1612;  he  signs  the 
transcript  register  in  1610.8  Robert  Sikes  was  here  from  1613 
to  1645.    He  was  at  Baldock  in  1621.    In  his  time  the  follow- 


1  From  Cussans's  History  of  Herts. 

■  Strype's  Grindai,  73. 

*  Lambeth   MS8.,  MM),  rol.  xii.   (2). 


Also,  "  1609,  Elizabeth,  mother  to  Robert 
Tat  tenia  11,  vicar  of  Yardley,  buried  5th 
December,  1609." — Transcript  Register. 
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ing  reports  are  among  the  Acta  of   the   Archdeaconry   of 
Huntingdon,  in  which  Ardeley  was : — 

"  1614.  Valuation,  £12 ;  Patron,  Dean  and  Chapter  of  St.  Paul's  ; 
communicants,  220  ;  Recusants,  0.     Robert  Sikes,  vicar." 

"  Yardley,  Michaelmas  1615.  We  whose  names  are  hereunder  written 
do  certify  your  worship  that  we  know  nothing  worthy  of  sending  at  this 
time.    Robert  Sikes,  vicar." 

"  To  the  right  worshipful  Mr.  Chancellor  of  Lincolne.  These  are  to 
certify  your  worship  that  in  our  parish  of  Yerdley  there  is  no  Recusant, 
neither  Papist  nor  Brownist ;  nor  any  above  siztene  yeare  ould  to  our 
knowledge  that  have  not  received  the  Holy  Communion  this  Easter  last. 
In  witness  whereof  we,  the  minister  and  churchwardens,  have  hereunto 
set  our  hands.  April  29th,  1617.  Robt.  Sikes,  vicar;  George  Crane, 
Thomas  Helshed,  churchwardens." 

Robert  Sikes  died  in  1645,  and  was  followed  by  his  son 
John  Sikes,  who  passed  quietly  through  the  changes  of  the 
Interregnum.1  In  1650  the  jurors  appointed  by  the  Commis- 
sioners make  the  following  presentment:  *' Henry  Chauncy 
and  Thomas  Sibley  do  present  that  this  living  is  valued  at 
£20  per  an.  Master  John  Sikes  is  the  present  incumbent, 
a  preaching  minister."3  He  is  thus  mentioned  in  the  Augmen- 
tatio7i8 : — 

"  April  21st,  1651.  Mr.  John  Sikes  making  it  appear  that  he  is  vicar  of 
Yardley,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  and  upon  his  producing  sufficient 
certificates  of  his  piety,  and  good  affection  to  the  present  Commonwealth, 
it  is  ordered  that  then  the  said  trustees  will  take  his  desires  into  further 
consideration  as  to  the  pension  by  him  claimed.  February  19th,  1656 : 
Ordered  that  Mr.  John  Sikes,  minister  of  Yardley,  be  paid  all  arrears."* 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  rectors  from  1576 — 1662 : — 

1576.  Robert  Tatteraall.  1645.  John  Sikes,  B.A.,  on  the  death 

1613.  Robert  Sikes.  M.A.,  of  Robert 

per  mortem  Rt.  Tatteraall.  1682.  Robert  Strutt. 

The  following  extracts  are  from  the  Acta  of  the  Arch- 
deaconry : — 

"  June  3rd,  1664.  Yardley.  Michael  Seamer  for  not  coming  to  church ; 
Thomas  Wright,  junior,  of  Bridgets  Green,  for  the  like.  Eliz.  Jones 
for  not  procuring  her  youngest  child  to  be  baptized.  John  Exton  for  the 
like,  and  for  having  two  children  unbaptized.    John  Shatton  for  not 

»  John  Sikes,   son  of   Robert  Sikes,  *  Lambeth  MS&,  Survey  of  1650,  No. 

vicar  of  Yardley,  was  born  May  8th  and  10. 

baptized    Hay    19th,    1622.— Transcript  *  Lambeth  MSS.,  Augmentations,  969, 

Reyitter  of  Baldock,  at  Hitchin.  974. 
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receiving  the  Sacrament ;  Edward  Perman,  Rich.  Cantrey,  John  Parker, 
for  the  like.  John  Exton  and  Richd.  North  for  standing  excommunicate. 
The  guardians  do  present  John  Sykes,  minister,  for  refusing  to  pay  his 
rate." 

It  is  probable  from  this  that  Sikes  at  first  refused  to  conform, 
but  he  continued  as  minister  twenty  years.  In  1665  "  Thomas 
Crowe  and  Philip  Halford,  of  Yardley,  do  present  Michael 
Seamer  for  not  attending  his  parish  church  to  hear  Divine 
service.  Thomas  Wright,  of  Bodger's  Green,  in  Yardley,  for 
the  like.  Elizabeth  Jones,  and  for  not  procuring  her  child  to 
be  baptized.  John  Exton  for  the  like,  having  two  children  not 
baptized."  In  1674  John  Parker,  of  Yardley,  was  presented 
for  not  coming  to  church.  Jeremiah  Young  for  the  same 
offence.  Idem  contra,  John  Exton,  Thos.  Nodding,  Leonard 
Peacock,  Jeremiah  Young,  Peter  White,  Simon  Charles,  Edward 
Bardolph,  Thos.  Desborough,  Wm.  Parker,  all  of  Yardley. 

We  have  the  following  early  trace  of  the  Quakers  here : — 

"In  1657,  Elizabeth  Maynard,  a  poor  widow,  for  tithe  of  about  2*.,  had 
a  cow  taken  from  her  by  distress.  Also  Richard  North,  of  Yardley,  for 
the  tithe  of  an  acre  of  wheat,  valued  at  £5,  had  his  house  ransacked  by 
a  bayliff  when  only  two  little  children  were  at  home  ;  he  took  away, 
besides  all  household  goods,  the  wearing  apparel  of  the  man  himself  and 
his  children,  and  the  covering  of  their  beds,  for  want  of  which  they  were 
much  prejudiced  in  their  health,  the  weather  being  cold."1 

Among  the  places  of  meeting  registered  in  the  Archdeaconry 
of  Huntingdon,  to  which  Ardeley  belonged,  the  following 
occurs : — 

1.  "Wood  End,  Ardeley,  a  place  of  meeting  for  religious  worship, 
certified  at  Midsummer  Sessions,  1G90. 

2.  "  Cromer  (in  the  parish  of  Ardeley),  the  dwelling  house  of  Thos. 
Starr,  certified  for  Protestant  Dissenters  on  September  22nd,  1809,  by 
Wm.  Button,  John  Farmer,  Henry  Asplen. 

3.  "  Yardley.  Dwelling  house  of  Jas.  Bennett,  certified  for  Protestant 
Dissenters,  19th  December,  1810,  by  B.  Isaac,  Jas.  Bennett,  John  Warner. 

4.  "  Yardley.  House  of  Wm.  Brown,  for  Protestant  Dissenters,  Decem- 
ber 11th,  1815,  certified  by  Wm.  Brown,  Wm.  Abbis. 

5.  "Yardley.  Building  at  Wood  End,  certified  for  Independents, 
23rd  May,  1820,  by  Joseph  Turnbull." 

At  the  hamlet  of  Wood  End,  in  this  parish,  is  an  Inde- 
pendent Meeting,  founded  1690,  the  chapel  built  in  1820  by 

1  Joseph  Besse,  Sufferingt  of  the  Quaker $,  i.  240. 

49 


770  MEM0BIAI3  OF  NONCONFORMITY  IN  HEBTS.     [huhdrkd  of 

the  Wymondley  students  (who  were  active  evangelists,  and  had 
several  preaching  stations),  and  rebuilt  in  1855.  It  is  the 
"Building"  certified  on  May  23rd,  1820,  by  Joseph  TurnbulL 
It  was  opened  May  25th  of  that  year,  when  Mr.  Chaplin,  of 
Bishop's  Stortford,  and  G.  Browne,  of  St.  Albans,  preached.1 

ASHWELL. 
Acres,  8,862;  pop.,  1,568;  value,  £518. 

This  parish  well  illustrates  the  history  of  what  is  called 
Church  property  in  England.  At  one  time  nearly  half  our 
little  island  was  in  the  ownership  of  ecclesiastics.  Pope 
Honorius  III.,  for  example,  by  a  bull  dated  an.  1223,  appro- 
priated the  rectory  of  Ashwell  to  the  abbot  and  monks  of 
Westminster.  They  held  it  upon  this  title  (a  pope's  bull)  down 
to  Henry  VIIL's  day,  who  dissolved  the  monasteries,  sold  or 
gave  away  the  lands,  and  the  ownership  of  half  England  passed 
from  ecclesiastics  to  a  handful  of  landlords, '  who  have  held 
the  monopoly  ever  since.  The  glebe  and  church  of  Ashwell, 
of  considerable  value  even  then,  was  tossed  as  a  shuttlecock 
from  owner  to  owner  as  the  secular  power  chose.  Edward  VL 
gave  them  to  Ridley.  Mary  confiscated  them  from  Ridley  and 
gave  them  to  Bonner.  Elizabeth,  in  turn,  took  them  from  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  and  gave  them  to  her  Protestant  bishop. 
The  Long  Parliament,  by  an  ordinance  of  1648,  more  fairly 
divided  the  proceeds,  giving  £400  to  the  unsalaried  vicar  of 
Fulham,  £60  to  the  minister  of  New  Brentford,  and  leaving 
£120  to  the  minister  of  Ashwell  itself.  In  1660  Charles  II. 
gave  all  to  the  Bishop  of  London.  In  1852  the  property  was 
transferred  to  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln ;  and  since  then,  by  Act 
of  Parliament,  it  has  come  into  the  hands  of  the  Ecclesiastical 
Commissioners. 

William  Bill,  one  of  our  English  Reformers,  belonged  to 
a  family  in  Ashwell,  where  he  was  born,  lie  became  M.A. 
and  Fellow  of  St.  John's,  Cambridge,  in  1536,  D.D.  and  master 
of  his  college  in  1547,  Vice-Chancellor  of  the  University  in 
1548-9,  Master  of  Trinity  in  1551,  whence  he  was  ejected  on  the 
accession  of  Mary,  and  restored  by  Elizabeth.    He  was  a  pupil 

1  Evan.  Mag.,  vol.  xxyiii.,  p.  885. 
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of  Mr.,  afterwards  Sir  John,  Cheke,  who  helped  him  in  his 
poverty,  and  describes  him  as  "  learned,  honest,  and  incorrupt 
in  manners."  He  was  appointed  one  of  the  six  itinerant 
preachers, "  to  preach  sound  doctrine  in  the  remoter  parts  of 
the  kingdom,"  by  Edward  VI.  He  died  Dean  of  Westminster 
in  1561.1  Chauncy  gives  the  following  inscriptions,  now  no 
longer  traceable:  "Here  lies  Thomas  Colby,  LL.B.,  vicar  of 
this  church,  who  died  19th  September,  1489."  "William 
Dakins,  M.A.,3  vicar  of  Ashwell,  who  having  lived  piously 
towards  God,  righteously  towards  men,  and  soberly  as  to  self, 
for  seventy-five  years,  died  18th  February,  1598-9,  and  was 
buried  on  the  20th."  "  Fulke  Marshall,  vicar  of  this  parish, 
after  he  had  preached  to  the  people  on  Sundays,  and  on  alter- 
nate days,  for  twenty-five  years,  at  length  died  of  an  obscure 
disease,  March  15th,  1623,  and  buried  next  day."3  During  his 
ministry  these  reports  were  sent : — 

"  1614.  Ashwell,  value  [in  King's  book]  £24  3«.  4rf. :  patron,  the  Bishop 
of  Lincoln ;  Communicants,  500 ;  no  Recusants ;  value  £80.  Fulk 
Marshall,  M.A.  1617.  Mr.  Rolfe,  these  are  to  certifie  your  worship  that 
John  Barley  was  presented  by  the  churchwardens  of  Ashwell,  Clement 
Gunnell  and  Thomas  Lillie,  on  account  of  not  paying  his  xid.  to  the 
church  rate.  Now  he  hath  paid  the  money  we  desire  your  worship  to 
stay  the  proceedings,  and  he  hath  sent  your  worship  money  for  the  dis- 
charge of  your  court  by  Goodman  Chapman,  the  pariter." 

Upon  the  death  of  Marshall,  Thomas  Rayment  was  insti- 
tuted, July  27th,  1624,  who  does  not  sign  the  transcripts;  he 
probably  was  non-resident,  for  in  1627  "Alexander  Bankes, 
curate  "  signs,  and  in  1629  "  Nicholas  Smith,  curate."  Thomas 
Turner  was  appointed  in  1631,  but  soon  resigned,  for  on 
February  9th,  1631-2,  Herbert  Palmer,  S.T.B.,  was  instituted 
per  resignationem  of  Thomas  Turner,  per  Reverendum  in 

»  Strype,  Cheke,  8,  9 ;  Cranmer,  432  j  Eichd.  Bigrave  presented  for  going  to 

MtmortaU,  II.,    ii.  267 ;    Cooper,    Ath.  cart  upon  St.  Peter's  day.    These  also 

Cantab.,  i.  211.    His  brother,  John  Bill,  are   from    the    transcript    registers: — 

of  Ashwell,  by  his  will,  proved  11th  May,  "  Oliver  Sell,  son  of  William  and  M*ry, 

1560,  leaves  "my  brother  William  my  baptized    December    27th,   1626;    John 

ringe  of  golde  with  the  dethes  hedd  of  Pigg.  son  of  John  and  Elisabeth,  buried 

hit/'— Cussans,  Odtey,  p.  27.  November  24th,  1625 ;  Thomas  Hay  ward, 

*  Concionator,  Lambeth  MBS.,  900,  voL  son  of  John  and  Mary,  baptized  May 

xii.  (2).  5th,  1633;    Mag.  William  Sherwin  and 

* Fulctts  Partialis vicariusqvtm, twenty-  Dorothea  Swan,  generan,  married  8ep- 

five  years  he  had  preached,  tandem  obtit  tember  11th,    1637  ;    Thomas   Meautis, 

ex  occulta  table  15  Martii  an.  1623-4,  generotue  pater  familiae  sepult.    Decern- 

Chr.Lawpage,curate.  On  July  17th,  1611,  ber  80th,  1640." 


772  MEMORIALS  OF  NONCONFORMITY  IN  HEBT8.     |htt5DRED  of 

Chriato  patrem  et  confratrem  meum  Dom.  Ghdidmum,  eadem 
prov.  divina,  London  episc.  "  These  are  to  certifie  that  Mr. 
Herbert  Palmer,  upon  the  18th  day  of  February;  1631,  by 
authority  received  from  the  Archdeacon  of  Huntingdon,  was 
inducted  vicar  of  Ashwell  by  Nicholas  Smith,  M.A.,  and  curate 
of  Ashwell  ltd  testantur  Thomas  Chapman,  John  Swan, 
John  Driland."1 

Herbert  Palmer,  B.D.,  Master  of  Queen's  College,  Cam- 
bridge,  and  vicar  of  Ashwell,  who  died  anno  1647,  was  son  of 
Sir  Thomas  Palmer,  of  Wingham,  in  Kent,  about  six  miles 
from  Canterbury.  His  mother  was  the  eldest  daughter  of 
Herbert  Pelham,  of  Crawley,  in  Sussex.  He  was  born  at 
Wingham,  and  was  there  baptized  "  Herbert,"  after  his  maternal 
grandfather,  on  March  29th,  1601.  He  had  excellent  talents, 
and  attained  great  exactness  in  speaking  and  preaching  in 
French.  On  March  23rd,  1615-16,  he  entered  St.  John's  Col- 
lege, Cambridge,  took  his  BJL  degree  1619,  in  1622  graduated 
M.A.,  and  became  Fellow  of  Queen's  17th  July,  1623.  "In 
1624  he  was  ordained  to  the  work  of  the  ministry,  and  became 
lecturer  at  Alphage  Church,  Canterbury,  edifying  the  people 
both  by  sound  doctrine  and  exemplary  conversation.  Master 
Delme  (a  godly,  faithful,  prudent,  and  laborious  minister  of 
the  French  Church  in  Canterbury),  became  his  steadfast  friend. 
Once  preaching  to  the  French  congregation  in  the  cathedral, 
a  French  lady,  when  she  saw  him  come  into  the  pulpit,  being 
startled  at  the  smallness  of  his  personal  appearance,  said  to 
jbhose  around  her,  lHola!  que  nous  dira  <?e&t  enfanticiet9 
1  What  should  this  child  say  to  us  ? '  But  hearing  him  preach 
with  so  much  strength  and  vigour,  she  lifted  her  hands  to 
heaven  with  admiration  and  joy,  blessing  God  for  what  she 
had  heard.  After  some  years  the  lecture  was  put  down  by 
the  Dean  and  other  officials,  and  Herbert  Palmer  was  removed 
to  the  vicarage  of  Ashwell,  being  presented  thereto  by  Arch- 
bishop Laud,  who  pleaded  this  in  his  defence  as  one  of  his  good 
deeds.3  At  Ashwell,  besides  his  constant  preaching  twice  every 
Lord's  Day,  he  frequently  preached  during  the  week ;  and  not- 

»  Acta,  Archd.  of  Huntingdon,  at  Hit-  and  at  the  block.    See  Land's   Works 

chin  ;  Bundles  of  Inductions.  (Anglo-Catholic  Lib.),  ir.424,  quoted  by 

*  But  Laud  was  offered,  and  declined,  Mr.  Grosart,  p.  44. 
the  attendance  of  Palmer  in  the  Tower 
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withstanding  his  great  learning,  he  made  his  sermons  plain  for 
the  meanest  capacities.  He  was  also  careful  by  catechising,  both 
in  public  and  in  his  own  house,  to  instruct  in  religion  not  only 
the  children  and  youth,  but  even  those  that  were  more  aged. 
And  by  way  of  encouragement  he  used  to  give  Bibles  to  such 
as  could  read,  and  five  shillings  to  those  who  could  not,  when 
they  attained  sufficient  knowledge  to  be  judged  fit  to  partake 
of  the  Lord's  Supper.  To  help  weak  capacities  he  framed  a 
catechism,  entitled,  An  Endeavowr  to  make  the  Principles  of 
Religion  Plain  and  Easy,  the  answer  embodying  the  question, 
and  being  a  distinct  proposition;  and  he  introduced  expla- 
natory questions  requiring  only  the  answer,  Yes  or  No.  For 
example : — 

"  In  what  condition  did  God  create  man  ?  Was  he  made  miserable  ? 
(No.)  Or  very  happy  ?  (Yes.)  In  the  image  of  God  ?  (Yes.)  In  what 
condition,  then,  did  God  create  man  ?  Man  was  created  at  first  in  a  very 
happy  condition,  in  the  image  of  God. 

"As  he  was  careful  to  instruct  his  flock,  so  was  he  also  vigilant 
to  prevent  disorders  and  misdemeanours  among  them  in  point 
of  practice,  engaging  his  parishioners  to  help  by  pledging 
themselves  to  certain  resolutions  and  agreements  for  the  pre- 
venting and  punishing  of  drunkenness  and  tippling,  of  profaning 
the  Lord's  Day,  of  stealing  and  pilfering,  of  profane  swearing 
and  cursing,  of  slandering,  whoredom,  of  fighting  and  quarrel- 
ling, of  disobedience  to  parents,"1 

"  In  the  religious  ordering  of  his  own  family  he  was  vigilant  and  painful 
[painstaking],  that  it  might  be,  so  much  as  in  him  lay,  a  garden  without 
weeds.  Herbert  Palmer  lived  and  died  a  bachelor,  but  all  the  while  he 
was  at  Ashwell  he  had  the  sons  of  divers  of  the  nobility  and  gentry 
sojourning  in  his  house  for  their  better  education  in  religion  and  learning, 
he  maintaining  in  his  house  an  assistant  as  a  schoolmaster  to  teach  them. 
He  would  entertain  none  in  his  house  but  such  as  were  either  truly  godly 
or  at  least  willing  to  be  instructed  in  the  ways  of  God.  Twice  every 
day  he  read  the  Scriptures  and  prayed  with  his  family,  not  allowing  any 
to  be  absent.  He  catechized  them  twice  every  week,  and  on  Friday  and 
Saturday  required  an  account  from  them  of  the  sermons  preached  the 
Sunday  before.  Besides  this  great  care  of  his  family  jointly  he  was 
frequent  in  giving  them  personal  counsel  and  direction  in  the  ways  of 
God,  exhorting  them  to  a  daily  constancy  in  secret  duties  between  God 
and  their  own  souls.  In  private  he  was  a  man  much  in  communion  with 
1  Clark's  Lives,  appended  to  his  Martyrology,  p.  189. 
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God,  twice  every  day  in  secret  a  suitor  at  the  throne  of  grace.  His 
journeys,  visits,  discourses,  and  familiar  converses  with  his  flock  were 
daily  set  down  in  writing,  and  all  done  to  the  glory  of  God.  In  a  word, 
he  maintained  a  constant  and  even  walking  with  God,  which,  being  so 
uniform,  might  be  the  less  observed  ;  like  as  the  sun's  constant  brightness 
produoeth  less  admiration  than  some  blazing  starre  that  appeareth  but 
for  a  while  ;  men  usually  more  admiring  things  rare  than  excellent."1 

In  1643  he  was  by  the  authority  of  Parliament  called  to  be 
a  member  of  the  Westminster  Assembly  of  Divines,  and  after 
some  time  was  chosen  one  of  the  Assessors  appointed  to  assist 
the  Prolocutor.  He  was  an  eminent  and  useful  member  of 
the  Assembly,  diligent,  and  very  rarely  absent ;  and  he  was 
well  fitted  for  the  employment,  having  a  clear  and  ready 
apprehension,  a  firm  and  vast  memory,  a  solid  and  steady 
judgment,  and  ability  freely  to  express  himself.3  We  find 
references  to  his  action  there  in  the  letters  and  journals  of 
Robert  Baillie,  Principal  of  the  University  of  Glasgow.* 

"The  Parliament  became  the  other  day  sensible  of  their  too  great 
neglect  of  writing  to  the  churches  abroad,  so  it  was  the  matter  of  our 
great  Com***  to  draw  up  letters  in  the  name  of  the  Assembly  for  the 
Protestant  churches.  The  drawing  up  of  them  was  committed  to  Mr. 
Palmer,  who  yet  is  upon  them." 

Dr.  Grosart  adds : — 

"  Those  trumpet-tongued  addresses  to  the  sister  churches  which  are 
found  in  dun  old  4to  tractates  proceeded  from  the  brave  soul  of  Mr. 
Palmer.  In  drawing  up  the  directory  Mr.  Palmer  is  first  named  after 
the  chairman,  and  catechising  was  specially  committed  to  him."4 

In  the  Assembly's  Catechism  we  trace  his  method  distinctly, 
particularly  in  the  repetition  of  each  question  in  the  answer 
thereto,  each  answer  forming  a  self-contained  statement  of 
truth.  John  Lightfoot,  his  neighbour  at  Munden,  in  his  notes 
on  the  Assembly,  tells  us  that  Palmer  advocated  the  insertion 
in  the  Directory  of  a  direction  that  "the  pastor  should  go 
from  house  to  house  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  his  flock," 
saying  that  "  though  rules  of  reason  regulate  the  manner  of  it, 
the  sanctity  of  it  God  doth  back."     Lightfoot  continues  : — 

"  On  January  29th,  1643-4,  my  Lord  General  (Oliver  Cromwell)  came 

»  Clark,  as  before,  p.  190.  author  of  the  Christian  Paradoxes.  18C5. 

*  Clark,  p.  192.  Baillie  speaks  of  Palmer  as  "the  best 

•  ii.  Ill,  117,  140.  catechist  in  England/'  it,  p.  148. 
4  A.  B.  Grosart,  Lord  Bacon,  not  the 
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in,  and  the  question  being  put  whether  the  ministers  of  London  not  yet 
formed  into  a  classical  or  congregational  presbytery  may  ordain,  Herbert 
Palmer  proposed  that  those  that  deny  they  may  should  prove  they  may 
not.  On  February  22nd  he  argued  that  in  the  church  at  Jerusalem  there 
were  several  congregations,  for  first  there  were  120,  and  3,000  souls,  and 
Acts  iv.  5,000,  and,  v.  14,  believers  are  again  added  by  multitudes.  These 
did  not  all  meet  in  one  place.  Again,  regarding  ordination,  the  Independ- 
ents urging  that  none  should  be  ordained  without  a  designation  to  some 
particular  congregation,  Mr.  Palmer  urged  that  Apollos  was  ordained  yet 
not  fixed  to  any  congregation.  On  May  21st,  regarding  Judas  being  pre- 
sent at  the  Supper,  the  Assembly  (continues  Lightfoot)  gave  Mr.  Palmer 
and  me  leave  to  debate  the  point  something  largely,  but  at  last  they  voted 
the  question  affirmatively,  but  I  gave  my  No.  June  6th.  Mr.  Palmer 
vehemently  spake  against  any  use  of  strange  languages  in  sermons.  June 
11th.  Concerning  public  reading  the  Scriptures,  Mr.  Palmer  was  very 
urgent  that '  none  might  read  but  the  minister/  Concerning  the  commu- 
nicants coming  to  the  table,  Mr.  Palmer  reported  the  recommendation 
of  the  words,  '  the  communicants  orderly  sitting  about  the  table.' !  He 
also  pleaded  for  private  as  well  as  public  baptism,  and  on  this  point 
Lightfoot  and  he  agreed.'1 

Thus  engaged  in  the  Assembly,  Palmer  had  to  "intermit  his 
ordinary  residence  at  Ash  well,  making  occasional  journeys 
thither.  The  ministerial  work  there,  together  with  the  profits 
of  the  place,  he  transferred  to  a  godly  and  able  divine3  to  be 
performed  in  his  absence.  He  often  preached  in  London,  while 
detained  there,  to  the  inhabitants  of  Duke's  Place,  then  desti- 
tute of  a  minister.  Afterwards  he  removed  to  the  new  church 
in  Westminster.  In  his  parish  of  Ash  well,  where  there  was 
no  small  number  of  people,  he  had  in  a  short  time  brought 
them  to  so  great  a  measure  of  knowledge  that  there  were  very 
few,  either  old  or  young,  who  were  not  able  to  give  a  good 
account  of  the  principles  of  Christianity."3  In  1644,  April  11th, 
he  was  made  Master  of  Queen's  College,  Cambridge,  by  the 
Visitors  and  the  Westminster  Assembly.  Here  his  first  care 
was  for  the  advancement  of  religion  and  practical  piety.  He 
attended  to  the  constant  religious  instruction  not  only  of  the 
young  scholars,  but  likewise  of  all  the  college  servants.  His 
next  care  was  for  the  advancement  of  learning.  He  gave 
liberally  for  the  buying  of  good  books  for  the  library.  Bishop 
Patrick,  a  student  of  Queen's  at  the  time,  speaks  thus  of  him : — 

i  Lightfoot's   Works  (Pitman's   Ed.),  *  John  Crow,  who  succeeded  him  as 

xiiL  171,  273,  281,  282.  minister  of  AshwelL 

»  Clark,  p.  197. 
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"  I  had  not  been  long  in  college  before  the  Master,  Mr.  Herbert  Palmer, 
took  some  notice  of  me,  and  sent  for  me  to  transcribe  some  things  for 
the  press,  and  soon  after  made  me  college  scribe,  which  brought  me  a 
great  deal  of  money,  many  leaves  having  to  be  renewed.  .  .  .  Before  I 
was  B.A.  this  good  man  died,  who  was  of  an  excellent  spirit,  and  was 
unwearied  in  doing  good.  Though  he  was  a  little  crooked  man,  yet  he 
had  such  authority  that  the  Fellows  reverenced  him  as  much  as  we  did 
them,  going  bare  when  he  passed  through  the  court,  which  after  his  death 
was  disused/'1 

He  was  a  man  of  natural  meekness,  of  winning  courtesy, 
but  of  great  courage  and  resolution.  When  he  was  to  preach 
at  the  Bishop  of  Lincoln's  visitation  at  Hitchin,  he  spoke  fully 
and  freely  against  the  corrupt  innovations  then  (1638)  in 
practice.  When  reading  the  book  of  sports,  bowing  to  the 
altar,  reading  the  service-book  there,  etc.,  were  urged  he  was 
most  resolute  against  them,  resolving  to  lose  ail  rather  than 
comply ;  and  with  that  resolution  he  went  to  the  Archbishop's 
visitation  at  Welwyn,  held  by  Sir  John  Lambe.  In  his  diet 
he  abstained  from  strong  drink  altogether,  and  usually  con- 
tented himself  with  one  dish  at  a  meal  He  was  neither 
wasteful  nor  covetous,  but  very  liberal.  His  deportment  was 
holy  and  heavenly.  He  was  a  consistent  and  conscientious 
Nonconformist.  He  departed  this  life  anno  1647,  aged  forty- 
six,  and  was  buried  in  the  new  church  at  Westminster.* 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Grosart  has  brought  to  light  the  interesting  fact 
that  the  Christian  Paradoxes,  printed  in  Lord  Bacon's  works, 
and  hitherto  attributed  to  him,  are  really  Herbert  Palmer's. 
They  form  the  second  part  of  Palmer's  Memorials  of  Godliness 
and  Christianity,  1644.  The  whole  of  this  valuable  treatise  by 
Palmer  has  been  reprinted  by  Dr.  Grosart.  On  July  24th,  1645, 
there  was  published  a  surreptitious  edition  of  The  Paradoxes; 
and  in  his  "  Epistle  to  the  Christian  Reader,  July  25th,"  the  very 
next  day,  Palmer  writes,  "I  meant  thee  somewhat  more;  but 
whilst  (in  the  midst  of  many  employments)  I  was  getting  it 
ready,  a  strange  hand  was  like  to  have  robbed  me  of  the 
greatest  part  of  this,  by  putting  to  the  presse  (unknown  to  me) 
an  imperfect  copy  of  the  Paradoxes.     This  made  me  hasten  to 

1  Bp.  Patrick's  Works,  by  Taylor,  vol.  the  Puritans,  iii.  76—78.    A.  B.  Grosart, 

ix.,  415.  Memoir \  in  "  Lord  Bacon,  not  the  author 

3  Clark's  Lives,  appended  to  the  Mar-  of  the  Christian  Paradoxes,"  1864,  pp. 

tyroloyy,  p.  iyt>— "201.    Brook's  Lives  of  26-48. 
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tender  a  true  one."  The  Paradoxes  are  arranged  under  eighty- 
five  heads.  The  title  runs,  "  The  Character  of  a  Christian  in 
Paradoxes  and  Seeming  Contradictions ;"  and  the  first  four  are 
these : — 

"  1.  A  Christian  is  one  who  believes  things  which  his  reason  cannot 
comprehend.  2.  Who  hopes  for  that  which  neither  he  nor  any  man  alive 
ever  saw.  3.  Who  labours  for  that  he  knows  he  can  never  attain.  4. 
Yet  in  the  issue  his  belief  appears  not  to  have  been  false.  Hope  makes 
him  not  ashamed.    Labour  is  not  in  vain." ! 

John  Crow,  M.A.,  of  Catherine  Hall,  Cambridge,  was  for 
some  years  assistant  to  Herbert  Palmer,  and  after  Palmer's 
death  was  appointed  to  the  living,  28th  September,  1647.*  He 
was  a  Kentish  man  by  birth,  half-brother  to  Palmer.  "At 
Ashwell,  for  sixteen  years,  he  faithfully  discharged  the  minis- 
terial office  in  all  the  parts  of  it,  and  kept  up  the  piety  which 
Mr.  Palmer  left  in  that  large  parish,  which  is  sihce  woefully 
diminished,"  says  Calamy.3  He  signs  the  petition  of  Herts 
ministers  "for  the  settling  of  government  according  to  our 
Covenant"  in  1646,  and  in  1650  John  Clark  and  William  Sell 
(as  jurors  for  the  Commissioners  touching  Church  livings)  "do 
present  that  the  value  of  this  vicarage  and  glebe  with  tithes 
is  £520,  that  John  Crow,  M.A.,  is  a  constant  and  diligent 
preacher,  and  preaches  without  a  curate.  Further,  we  have 
neither  chapel  nor  donation  within  the  said  parish ;  but  our 
said  parish  is  well  situated,  for  all  the  parishioners  come  to 
the  church  to  hear  divine  ordinances."4  In  1662,  not  conform- 
ing to  the  new  demands  of  the  Act,  Crow  was  silenced ;  but — 

"  He  continued  with  his  family  several  years  at  Ashwell,  living  in  great 

1  Palmer's  works  are: — I.  Memorials  of  minister  of  God's  Word  at  Ashwell,  in 

Godliness  and  Christianity  An  three  parts,  Hertfordshire.    A  member  of  the  As- 

by   Herbert    Palmer,    B.D.,   Master    of  sembly  of  Divines.    Ps.  xcix.  8.   Contain- 

Queen's  Colleee,  Camb.,  reprinted  in  Gro-  inp  an  attack  on  Milton's  Doctrine  of 

mart's  work  already  named,  pp.  49—111.  Divorce.    6.  A  full  answer  to  a  Printed 

2.  Sabbatum  Jiedivivum,  or  the  Christian  Paper,  entitled,  Four  serious  questions. 

Sabbath  vindicated.  1645.    8.  The  Neces-  6.    The  Duty  and   Honour   of    Church 

sity  and  Encouragements  o/ Utmost  Ventur~  restorers,    A  sermon  before  the  House 

ing  for  the   Churches  help.    A  sermon  of  Commons,  September  30th,  1646.   Isa. 

preached   to  the  Hon.  House  of  Com-  lviii.  12,  by  Herbert  Palmer,  B.D.,  minis- 

nions,    21st    June.    1643,    by    Herbert  ter  of  God's  Word  at  Ashwell,  in  Hert- 

Palmer,    B.D.,  ana    minister    of    God's  fordshire,  and  a  Member  of  the  Assembly 

Word    at    Ashwell,    in    Hertfordshire.  of  Divines.     7.    Scripture  and  Reason 

Esther  iv.  18,  14.    1643.    4to.     4.  The  pleaded  for  defensive  arms. 

Years  of  (JotVs  Providence  towards  Bis  a  Commons'  Journals,  v.  820. 

JaithfuiOnes.    A  sermon  preached  before  8  Account,  366. 

the  two  Houses  of  Pari  anient,  August  4  Lambeth  MSS.,  Survey,  No.  10. 
13th,   1644,  by  Herbert   Palmer,  B.D., 
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amity,  first  with  Mr.  Milburn  (a  man  of  a  quite  different  spirit  from  hia 
nephew,  a  minister  in  London),  and  after  him  with  Mr.  Bland,  both  of 
whom  were  men  of  great  moderation  and  temper,  successively  curates  to 
Dr.  Cudworth,  who  followed  Mr.  Grow  as  vicar.  He  contentedly  joined 
with  them  in  the  several  parts  of  public  worship,  and  assisted  them  all  he 
could  in  subserviency  to  their  public  ministry,  by  pious  conference  with 
neighbours,  and  repeating  and  enforcing  their  sermons  in  his  house  to 
such  as  would  come  to  him.  Afterwards  he  removed  to  London.  If  he 
was  inferior  to  Mr.  Palmer  in  scholarship  and  controversial  skill,  he  was 
eminent  for  his  great  piety,  simplicity,  humility,  and  moderation.  He 
was  of  a  most  sweet,  mild,  and  peaceable  temper,  and  very  charitable  to 
the  poor,  to  whom,  when  he  was  minister  of  Aahwell,  he  used  to  sell  corn 
below  the  market  price.  But  he  was  not  without  his  trials,  and  some  of 
them  considerable  and  shocking  too,  and  in  his  old  age ;  through  all  which 
he  passed  safe  to  his  everlasting  rest." l 

Upon  the  nonconformity  of  John  Crow,  the  celebrated 
Ralph  Cudworth,  D.D.,  was  instituted  to  the  vicarage  of 
Ash  well. 

He  was  the  son  of  the  learned  Ralph  Cudworth,  minister  of  St. 
Andrew's,  Cambridge,  and  editor  of  W.  Perkins's  works.  He  was  born  at 
Aller,  in  Somerset,  anno  1617,  and  educated  by  his  father-in-law,  the 
Puritan  Dr.  S  tough  to  a  He  went  to  Cambridge  in  1632,  and  took  his 
M.A.  at  Emmanuel  College  in  1639.  He  became  fellow  and  an  eminent 
tutor  there.  In  1641  he  was  presented  to  the  rectory  of  North  Cadbury, 
Devon.  In  1642  he  published  A  Discourse  concerning  the  Lord's  Supper, 
showing  great  Hebrew  learning  to  prove  "  that  the  Lord's  Supper  is  not 
a  sacrifice  but  a  feast,  upon  or  after  a  sacrifice,  the  sacrifice  being  Christ's 
death  on  Calvary.' '  In  1644  he  was  made  master  of  Clare  Hall,  Cambridge, 
by  the  Parliament,  in  the  room  of  Dr.  Paske,  whom  they  had  ejected.  On 
March  31st,  1047,  he  preached  before  the  House  of  Commons  a  sermon  on 
1  John  ii.  3,  4,  for  which  he  had  the  thanks  of  the  House,  and  which  he 
printed  with  a  dedication  to  the  House  of  Commons.  The  dedication 
shows  his  sympathy  with  the  government  of  the  time.  He  prays  "  that 
from  you  (the  Long  Parliament)  judgment  may  run  down  like  waters  and 
righteousness  like  a  mighty  stream,  to  refresh  this  whole  land  which 
thirsteth  for  them,  and  that  God  may  direct  you  in  all  your  counsels,  and 
still  bless  you  and  prosper  you  in  all  your  sincere  endeavours  for  the 
public  good.1'  Ralph  Cudworth  was  the  friend  of  Thurloe,  secretary  to 
Oliver  Cromwell,  to  whom  he  writes  as  "  his  affectionate  and  devoted 
friend." 

Notwithstanding  his  promotion  under   the  Commonwealth,    and   his 

friendship  with  its  leaders,  Cudworth  conformed  in  1662,  and  accepted 

the  vicarage  of  Ashwell  in  December  of  that  year.  While  here  he  pursued 

his  studies,  and  wrote  his  True  Intellectual  System  of  the  Universe,  that 

1  Calamy,  Account,  i.  866. 
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vast  magazine  of  reasoning  and  learning  against  Atheism,  completing  the 
first  part  in  1671,  and  publishing  the  whole  in  1678,  in  which  year  he  was 
installed  prebendary  of  Gloucester.  He  died  at  Cambridge,  June  28th, 
1688,  in  his  71st  year.1  Thus  he  held  the  living  of  Ashwell  for  twenty- 
six  years,  during  which  time  he  usually  kept  a  curate, — first  Mr.  Mi  lb  urn, 
and  afterwards  Mr.  Bland,  men  of  great  moderation  and  temper,  as 
Calamy  tells  us.  Mr.  Bland  was  probably  a  son  of  the  Esdras  Bland, 
who  died  at  Buckland  in  1667. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  vicars  of  Ashwell,  from  1550 — 

1662:— 

1559.  William  Dakins,  M.A.  1631-2.  Herbert  Palmer,  S.T.B. 
1598.  Fulke  Marehall.  Nicholas  Smith,  curate. 

1624.  Thomas  Eayment.  John  Crow,  M.A.,  curate. 

1627.  Alex.  Bankes,  curate.  1647.  John  Crow,  M.A. 

1629.  Nicholas  Smith,  curate.  1662.  Ralph  Cudworth,  D.D. 
1631.  Thomas  Turner.  Milburn  and  Bland,  curates. 

We  have  seen  that  during  Dr.  Cudworth's  life,  John  Crow, 
the  nonconforming  vicar,  remained  at  Ashwell,  and  for  some 
years  assisted  him  and  his  curates  in  their  work.  Afterwards 
Crow  removed  to  London.  But  in  1672,  when  the  Declaration 
of  Indulgence  was  issued,  we  find  a  licence  taken  out  for  the 
house  of  Thomas  Morrice,  in  Ashwell,  to  be  a  Presbyterian 
meeting-place,  25th  May;  and  a  "licence  also  to  Oliver 
Scott  to  be  a  Presbyterian  teacher  in  the  house  of  Thomas 
Morrice,  in  Ashwell,  Hartford/'  on  the  same  day.2 

In  the  Acta  of  the  Archdeaconry  of  Huntingdon  the  follow- 
ing notes  occur : — 

In  "  1635  Radolph  Britton  was  presented,  and  Agnes  his  wife,  for  not 
receiving  the  Communion."  And  in  1674,  September  16th,  u  Contra 
Thomas  Mackarnis,  of  Ashwell,  for  keeping  a  conventicle  in  his  house, 
and  for  refusing  to  come  to  the  public  service  of  the  church.  Idem 
contra  John  Sell,  Wm.  Sell,  Andrew  Waller,  Edward  Waller,  Wm.  Chap- 
man, Jno.  Plumer,  John  Pigge,  Jno.  Chapman,  Jonathan  Waller,  John 
Larkin,  all  of  Ashwell.  Again  contra  Wm.  Baldock,  W.  Geoffrey,  John 
Arsdale,  Francis  Godfrey,  Jas.  Everet,  for  following  their  bodily  labour 
on  holidays,  and  not  resorting  to  their  parish  church." ' 

The  following  are  among  the  places  for  religious  worship 
certified  by  Protestant  Dissenters  under  the  Toleration  Act ; 

>  The  Life  and  Waitings  of  R.  Cud-  ton  writes  of  him  :— "  Here  Scot  does  flj* 

worth,  D.D.,  by  Thos.  Birch,  Loud.,  1820.  to  clasp  the   pious    Vina*'   {Life  and 

«  8.P.O.  Domestic,  Charles  II.,  No.  84.  Error*,  ii.  676). 
Preaching  licences,  1672.  Oliver  Scott  is  *  Acta,  at  Hitchin. 

described  as  an  Oliverian  captain.   Dun- 
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the  first  two  are  the    first  entries  in  the  Meeting-House 
Book  :— 

1.  "  We,  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  Ash  Well,  doe  desire  you  to  register 
the  house  of  Steven  Ingre  of  the  same  parish,  in  the  county  of  Hertford, 
for  a  meeting-house ;  he  liveth  in  the  middle  of  the  towne  in  the  hye 
streete.  Witness  our  hands  from  Ashwell  this  14th  day  of  March,  1692, 
Edward  Waller,  senior,  William  Chapman,  Robert  Bacon,  Thomas  G-rie- 
gorie,  Stephen  Ingre.    Registered  18  Martii,  92." 

2.  "  May  30th,  1693.  To  the  Archdeacon  of  Huntingdon.  Wee,  the 
inhabitants  of  Ashwell,  whose  names  are  underwritten,  desire  to  register 
the  barne  of  Richard  Bigrave,  glazier,  for  a  meeting-house.  It  stands  in 
the  midst  of  the  towne  aforesaid.  Tho.  Mackeris,  Edw.  Waller,  Wm. 
Chapman,  Richard  Bigrave,  Stephen  Ingry.  Registered  6th  January, 
1693." 

3.  "  These  are  to  certifie  that  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters 
doe  intend  to  meet  for  religious  worship  at  the  house  of  Thomas  Mackaris 
in  the  parish  of  Ashwell.  11th  November,  1708.  Wm.  Bedford,  Thos. 
Mackaris,  Wm.  Mayes,  Wm.  Sharpe.     Reg.  12th  November,  1708." 

4.  "  These  are  to  certifie  that  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters 
do  intend  to  meet  for  religious  worship  at  the  house  of  Thomas  Gregory, 
in  the  parish  of  Ashwell.  2nd  August,  1709.  Thomas  Mackaris,  Fran. 
Chapman,  Thos.  Gregory.     Reg.  9th  August,  1709.M 

5.  "  These  are  to  certify  that  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters 
do  intend  to  meet  for  religious  worship  at  the  house  of  Joseph  Bennett 
in  Ashwell,  January  5th,  1715-16,  Jasper  Bennett,  Francis  Chapman, 
Thos.  Gregory.    Reg.  6th  March,  1715/' 

6.  "  These  are  to  certify  that  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters 
do  intend  to  meet  for  religious  worship  at  the  house  of  George  Martin, 
in  the  parish  of  Ashwell.  October  21st,  1765.  Reg.  24th  October,  1765, 
Saml.  Copperwheat,  Wm.  Middleton,  John  Smith,  John  Spicer,  Jonas 
Langton,  Geo.  Bygrave,  Geo.  Adams." 

7.  "  We  .  .  .  certify  that  a  building  in  Ashwell,  standing  in  the  yard 
of  a  dwelling-house  belonging  to  Anne  Christie,  occupied  by  Uriah  Bowles, 
is  intended  to  be  used  as  a  place  for  religious  worship  by  Protestant 
Dissenters.  14th  April,  1791.  William  Chessum,  minister,  Ambrose 
Everard,  John  Pettengell,  James  Sale,  John  Worland,  Joseph  Cooper. ' 

8.  "  We  .  .  .  certify  that  a  building  in  Ashwell  situated  in  the  High 
Street,  and  belonging  to  Mr.  Daniel  Whitby,  is  intended  to  be  used  as  a 
place  of  religious  worship  for  Protestant  Dissenters.  8th  November,  1793. 
Daniel  Whitby,  Jas.  Sale,  John  Pettengell,  Jas.  Dumville." 

9.  "  The  house  of  Sarah  Ripsher,  Alms  Lane,  Ashwell,  for  Protestant 
Dissenters,  certified  30th  April,  1811,  by  Robert  Noddings,  Edw.  Payne, 
James  Pettys." 

10.  "  Dwelling-house  of  R.  Christie  at  Ashwell  for  Protestants,  April 
11th,  1815.    John  Sydserff,  John  Newton." 

11.  "  Dwelling-house  of  Joseph  Bailey,  Ashwell,  certified  for  Protestant 
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Dissenters,  14th  July,  1815,  by  John  Wright,  Joshua  Herbyshire,  Ahram 
Garratt." 

12.  "  House  of  Francis  Gentle,  Ashwell,  certified  fop  Wesleyan  Metho- 
dists, February  17th,  1824,  by  Francis  Gentle,  Benjn.  Gentle,  John  Carter, 
Wm.  Carter." 

13.  "Building  of  Thos.  Wake,  Ashwell,  certified  for  Protestant  Dis- 
senters, July  27th,  1825,  by  Thos.  Wake,  Francis  Gentle."1 

Independent  Chapel,  Ashwell.  On  May  25th,  1672,  Oliver  Scott 
took  out  a  licence  as  Presbyterian  teacher  in  Ashwell,  and  from  that  time 
Nonconformists  have  held  their  ground.  Stephen  Ingre  licensed  his 
house  for  Divine  worship  in  1692,  and  Thomas  Makaris  in  1708.  In 
1791  William  Chessum  is  named  as  minister.  "  In  February  1850  a  great 
fire  burnt  up  a  good  part  of  the  town,  the  chapel  included.  Any  chapel 
documents  existing  then  were  burnt.  John  Berridge,  vicar  of  Everton 
(1755),  preached  in  a  barn  or  '  malting,'  in  front  of  the  present  chapel. 
That  in  due  season  was  burnt,  giving  place  to  the  old  one  that  perished 
in  1850.  For  many  years  the  pulpit  was  supplied  by  lay  preachers  mainly. 
Wymondley  was  near,  and  the  students  often  preached,  notably  Thomas 
Binney  and  Mr.  Rowland,  late  of  Henley.  The  settled  ministers  were 
the  following  :  Mr.  Aitkin,  very  early  in  this  century ;  Joel  Barfield,  or- 
dained pastor  here  June  8th,  1797  ; Wyatt ; Woodward  (five 

years) ; Wildy ;  David  Richardson  (see  Redburn)  here  fourteen  years ; 

James  Bucklye  Millsom,  who  came  in  1851,  and  is  still  (1884)  pastor."* 

BY  GRAVE. 
Acres,  3,100 ;  pop,,  239  ;  valne,  £377. 

This  church,  with  five  hundred  acres,  was  given  by  one 
William  de  Weedon  to  the  Abbot  and  monks  of  St.  Albans,8 
who  held  it  till  the  dissolution  of  the  monasteries  by  Henry 
VIII.  From  1572  to  1607  we  find  John  Stern  here  as  rector. 
In  1576  he  is  described  as  S.T.B.  and  CQTicwnator}  In  1584 
he  was  also  vicar  of  Rickmansworth.5 

George  Cook  succeeded  Stern,  and  also  became  a  bishop, 
first  Bishop  of  Bristol,  and  afterwards  Bishop  of  Hereford.  In 
October  1610  contra  gard.  of  Bygrave  that  "they  want  a  com- 
munion cuppe  of  silver,  a  stoop  of  pewter,  a  carpett  for  the 
communion-table,  a  pulpit,  and  a  pulpit  cloth.  They  lack 
sentences  upon  the  walls.  Dominus  monet  to  make  a  taxation 
of  so  much  money  as  will  provide  them."     December  15th, 

i  Meeting-House  Book,  Archdeaconry  9  Channcy,  i.  90 ;  Clutterbuck,  ill.  492. 

of  Huntingdon  at  Hitchin.  «  Lambeth  MSS.,  900,  vol.  xii.  (2). 

9  Letter  of  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Millsom,  *  See  fiickmatuworth  (p,  806),  where  an 

Span.  Mag.,  1797,  p.  342,  account  of  him,  is  giv^n. 
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1610,  William  Reynolds  is  presented  for  refusing  to  pay  £3 16*. 
for  land  that  he  holdeth  in  Bygrave,  being  taxed  thereunto  by 
a  lawful  vestrie.  The  Transcripts  are  signed  by  "George 
Coke,  parson/'  in  1620  and  1632.  In  1633  Joshua  Waller 
signs  as  "curate."  In  1637  u  Henry  Wright,  minister,"  signs, 
and  the  same  year  H  George  Bruton,  curate."  Upon  Cook's 
resigning  the  living,  it  was  given  to  Stephen  Boughton, 
M.A.,  a  Puritan  minister,  who  held  it  throughout  the  Common- 
wealth till  his  death.  He  was,  however,  assisted  by  a  curate, 
probably  Thomas  Norton,  who  became  rector  after  Boughton's 
death.  We  find  the  signature  of  Thomas  Norton  to  the 
petition  of  the  Herts  ministers  in  1646.  In  1650  the  Com- 
missioners to  inquire  touching  Church  livings  give  the  following 
report :  "  Francis  Cleaver  and  Matthew  Arnold  (jurors  for  the 
Commissioners)  do  present  that  the  rectory  of  Bygrave  is 
valued  at  £120  per  annum,  that  Master  Stephen  Boughton 
preacheth  once  a  day  and  giveth  £25  per  annum  to  a  curate 
to  preach  every  Sabbath  likewise"1  We  have  not  the  exact 
date  of  Stephen  Boughton's  death,  but  he  was  buried  here,  as 
the  following  inscription  upon  a  stone  in  the  chancel  shows  : 
"  Stephanus  Boughton  hie  sepultus.    Resurget." 

Thomas  Norton,  M.A.,  succeeded  him  24th  January,  1661-2, 
on  the  presentation  of  Charles  Cleaver,  Mil.*  He  continued 
here  till  his  death  in  1696.  The  following  is  a  list  of  the 
rectors,  1572—1662  :— 

1572.  John  Stern,  S.T.B.  (1637.  Henry  Wright,  minister.) 

I»i07.  George  Cook,  M.A.  George  Bruton,  curate. 

1633.  Joshua  Waller,  curate.  1661-2.  Thomas  Norton,  M.A. 
1636.  Stephen  Boughton,  M.A. 

CALDECOTE. 
Acres,  818  ;  pop.,  81 ;  value,  £84. 

Henry  VIIL  gave  this  manor  and  church  to  Ralph  Rowlet, 
of  St.  Albans,  whose  daughter,  Mary,  was  wife  of  John  May- 
nard,  of  St.  Albans.  In  Elizabeth's  reign  it  was  purchased  by 
Richard  Hale.  In  1576  Robert  Smith,  B.A.,  conrionator* 
was  rector  here.  In  1610  he  reports :  "  We  have  had  no  burial 
this  year,  in  witness  whereof  we,  the  minister  and  church- 

»  Lambeth  MSB.,  Pari.  Survey,  No.  10.  *  Lambeth  MBS.  ,900.  He  is  mentioned 

*  Kennet,  Xegister,  612.  alao  by  Cole,  AdcL  MS&,  6,829,  foL  182*. 
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warden,  have  set  our  hands  and  seals,  October  10th.  Robert 
Smith,  minister;  Thomas  Bio  we,  churchwarden."  Again: 
"Cacutt,  1614.  The  incumbent  there  now  is  Mr.  Robert  Smith, 
M.A.,  licensed  preacher  by  the  Ld.  Bp.  of  Lincoln,  Mr.  Doctor 
Cooper.  The  valuation  of  the  benefice  is  £8  in  the  King's 
book.  There  are  no  recusants  in  our  parish,  and  communicants 
about  the  number  of  16  persons.  Value,  £10." l  This  also 
occurs :  "  1617,  Ann,  wife  of  Robert  Smyth,  buried  25th  Sep- 
tember." Upon  Smith's  death  Thomas  Marshall,  M.A.,  was 
instituted  23rd  January,  161 9-20, 2  and  remained  till  the 
sequestration  of  the  living  in  1643.  In  the  minutes  of  the 
Committee  for  Plundered  Ministers  we  find  the  following : — 

"  December  14th,  1646.  Upon  the  humble  petition  of  Ann  and  Rebecca 
Marshall,  the  children  of  Thomas  Marshall,  from  whom  the  rectorie  of 
Caldecott  is  sequestered,  it  is  ordered  that  they  shall  have  the  fifths.* 
July  10th,  1647.  It  is  ordered  that  Mr.  Hale,  to  whom  the  rectorie 
of  Caldecote,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  is  sequestered,  do  forthwith  pay 
unto  Mrs.  Marshall,  the  wife  of  Mr.  Marshall,  from  whom  the  same  is 
sequestered,  all  arrears  of  the  fifths.  August  14th,  1647.  Upon  con- 
sideration of  the  petition  of  Richard  Hale,  to  whom  the  rectory  of 
Caldecott  is  sequestered,  it  is  ordered  that  Mr.  Hale  shall  be  charged  with 
the  payment  of  a  fifth  part  of  the  profits  to  the  children  of  Mr.  Marshall."  * 

The  Commissioners  of  1650  appointed  by  Parliament  to 
inquire  touching  Church  livings  give  the  following:  "John 
Payne  and  Thomas  Bray  report  that  the  rectory  is  worth  £40 
per  annum,  and  that  Richard  Horle,  a  constant  preacher,  is 
our  minister."6  In  1657  a  proposal  was  made,  and  order 
granted,  for  the  uniting  of  this  parish  with  that  of  Newenham.6 
Richard  Hale  (or  Horle)  was  succeeded  by  William  Payne,  of 
Newenham,  who  conformed  in  1662.  On  April  23rd,  1666, 
Thomas  Abbis,  M.A.,  was  instituted  on   the  death  of  Wm. 

1  Ada  of  Archdeaconry  of  Huntingdon  to  midsummer  1685  no  baptisms,  mar- 

at  Hitchin.  riages,  or  burials,  Tho.  Marshall,  parson. 

8  He  signs  the  Transcript "  1620,  Thomas  1688,  William,  son  of  Thomas  and  Eliza- 
Marshall,  rector ;  in  1628  Clement  Kay-  beth  Marshall, baptized  June  26th.    1639, 
ford,     churchwarden.       1628,     Clement  Anne,  daughter  of  Thomas  Marshall  and 
Starre,  son  of  William  and  Isabel,  bap-  Elizabeth  his  wife,  baptized  December 
tized  6th  October.     1625,  Elizabeth  Mar-  2nd.     1660,  January  22ud,  William  Starr 
shall,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth,  buried.  1663, "  Wl  lliam  Paynb,  rector," 
baptized  November  16th.      1629,   John  signs  the  Transcript. 
Littleton  and  Susan  Marshall    married  *  Bodeleian  Lib.,  Plundered  Ministers, 
July     14th.      1630,   Joanna    Marshall,  824,  fol.  172. 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth,  bap-  *  Add.  MSS.,  16,671,  fol.  117. 
tized  October  5th.   1633,  George  Morrice,  •  Lambeth  MSS.,  Survey,  1660,  No.  10. 
churchwarden.    From  midsummer  1634  •  See  page  281. 
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Paine,  and  on  November  3rd,  1666,  Thomas  Vaux,  M.A.    The 
following  is  a  list  of  the  rectors  from  1576  to  1676 : — 

1576.  Robert  Smith,  M.A.  1662.  William  Payne. 

1620.  Thomas  Marshall,  M.A.  1666.  Thomas  Abbis. 

1643.  Richard  Hale.  1666.  Thomas  Vaux. 

CLOTHALL. 
Acres,  8,444 ;  pop.,  417 ;  value  £661. 

John  Wright,  Master  of  Trinity  Hall,  Cambridge,  1505 — 
1512,  was  rector  of  Clothall,  where  he  died  May  12th,  1519, 
and  was  buried  under  a  stone,  with  a  Latin  inscription  given 
by  Chauncy.1  William  Lttcas  was  parson  here  for  thirty-four 
years,  from  1568  to  1602.  In  1576  he  is  described  as  ad 
coTidonandum  hdbilis.  A  brass  to  his  memory  in  the  church 
shows  that  he  was  a  Puritan.  The  hair  is  cut  short,  the  beard 
unshaven,  and  the  gown  and  cassock  are  of  Geneva  pattern. 
A  scroll  from  the  mouth  of  the  figure  bears  in  Latin  the  words, 
u  To  me  to  live  is  Christ,  and  to  die  is  gain."  And  beneath  is 
the  inscription,  "  Hereunder  lieth  buried  the  body  of  William 
Lucas,  M.A,  and  sometime  parson  of  this  parish  church  of 
Clothall,  which  said  William  lived  ninety-six  years,  and 
departed  this  life  February  15th,  1602-3.  Memento  mori — 
'Blessed  are  the  dead  that  die  in  the  Lord/"8  He  was 
followed  by  John  Overall,  who  was  of  Trinity  College, 
Cambridge,  in  1592  vicar  of  Epping,  Essex,  in  1603  Dean 
of  St.  Paul's,  in  1614  Bishop  of  Lichfield,  1618  Bishop  of 
Norwich ;  died  12th  May,1619.8  Next  came  Robert  Newell, 
S.T.P.,  the  "  faithful  pastor  of  this  parish,"  as  he  is  described 
on  his  son  Richard's  tomb.  He  was  rector  from  1615  till  his 
death  in  1643,  and  had  a  succession  of  curates.  Robert 
Yardley,  afterwards  parson  of  Letchworth,  was  curate  here  in 
1617  :  Robert  Johnson,  M.A.,  signs  as  curate  in  1621,  and  was 
buried  here  October  3rd,  1624.  In  that  year  "  Thomas  Clark- 
son,  curate,"  signs  the  Transcript;  in  1628  "John  Duport, 
curate,"  appears.  From  1631 — 1641  James  Grave,  curate, 
signs,  except  in  1638,  when  Thomas  Bull,  curate,  appends  his 
name.     In  1641  James  Barker,  curate  of  Clothall,  signs. 4 

»  Chauncy,   Hist.  Ant.  (ed.  1826),   L  3  Cole's  Collections,  Add.  MSS-  5  829, 

p.  105.  fol.   18*2  b ;    Strrpe's  Whitgift,  it  275, 

»  Chauncy,  as  before,  ii  105.    See  also  80S,  317.     Annals,  iv,  552. 

Cussans,  Odsey,  69.  *  The  transcript  registers   giro   the 
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John  Whincop,  D.D.,  one  of  the  Westminster  Assembly  of 
Divines,  succeeded  Newell.  On  the  floor  of  the  chancel  is  a 
Latin  inscription  to  this  effect : — 

u  Stranger,  mistake  not !  There  were  three  theologians  of  the  family 
of  Whincop,  brothers  by  the  same  mother,  fellows  in  the  same  college, 
and  adorned  with  the  same  honourable  degree  of  Doctor.  John  was  the 
third  and  youngest,  who  having  lived  as  a  provident  father  in  his  family, 
a  pious  and  efficient  pastor  in  his  church,  a  man  of  integrity  in  the  state, 
was  taken  from  his  friends  by  an  early  death,  and  desired  here  that  his 
remains  should  rest.  His  widow  Etheldreda  has  placed  this  stone  and 
epitaph  in  memory  of  so  dear  a  husband.  He  died  May  6th,  1653,  aged 
fifty-two.  It  is  simply  this,  O  reader ;  he  grew  hoary  or  ripe  in  virtue 
before  he  grew  old  in  years." 

He  was  the  third  son  of  Thomas  Whincop,  D.D.,  of  Beverley, 
Yorkshire.  His  father,  his  brothers,  and  himself  were  all 
entered  at  Trinity  College,  Cambridge.  He  graduated  B.A, 
in  1622,  M.A.  in  1625,  B.D.  in  1632,  D.D.  in  1637.  He  was  a 
frequent  preacher  before  the  House  of  Commons.  He  did  not 
take  a  prominent  part  in  the  debates  of  the  Assembly ;  but  on 
January  31st,  1644-5,  he  was  one  of  the  three  appointed  to 
pray,  and  his  name  occurs  twice  side  by  side  with  H.  Palmer's 
in  the  votes  recorded.1  The  Commissioners  of  1650  to  inquire 
touching  Church  livings  report  as  follows: — "John  Reading 
and  Thomas  Rattin  do  present  that  this  living  is  valued  at 
£200  per  annum,  that  Doctor  John  Whincop  is  our  constant 
minister,  and  preacheth  twice  every  Sabbath  day,  having  no 
curate."  a 

Thomas  Newcombn  was  instituted  to  this  rectory  June  12th, 
1653,  on  the  death  of  Dr.  Whincop,  as  appears  from  the  follow- 
ing minute : — 

"  Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  the  12th  day  of  June,  in  the 

year  1654,  there  was  exhibited  to  the  Commissioners  for  Approbation  of 

Publique  Preachers  a  presentation  of  Thomas  Nbwcomen,  clerk,  to  the 

following:— "1610,  March  4th,  baptized  8tanley.      1628,    June    16th,   baptized 

Marie,  daughter  of  William  Penne,  by  Susanna,   daughter  of  William    Penne 

me   William    Naylor,    William    Penne,  the  younger.     1680,    September    12th, 

churchwarden.     September   4th,    1616,  baptised  Thomas,  son  of  Wm.  Penne,  the 

buried  Lawrence  Newman.   October  3rd,  younger."  —  Transcript     Registers    of 

1624,    Robert   Johnson,    M.A.,    buried.  Clothall  from  1610  j  Arcbd.  of  Huntiug- 

1622,  January  16th,  baptized  John,  son  don  at  Hitchin. 

of  Robert  Ivory.     1628,  December  6th,  «  Minutes   of   Westminster    Assembly, 

baptized  Ann,  daughter  of  John  White.  edited  by  A.  F.  Mitchell  and  J.  Struthers , 

1624,   25th  July,  baptized  Thomas,  son  pp.  44,  252. 

of  Mr.  Gilbert  Ward;  1624,  8th  Novem-  *  Lambeth    MSS.,    Survey   of    1660, 

ber,  baptized  Thomas,  son  of  Sir  Thomas  No.  10. 
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rectory  of  Clothall,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  made  to  him  by  the  Bight 
Hon111*  William,  Earl  of  Salisbury,  the  patron  thereof,  together  with  a 
testimony  on  the  behalf  of  the  said  Thomas  Newcomen  of  his  holy  and 
good  conversation  upon  perusal  and  due  consideration  of  the  premisses, 
and  finding  him  to  be  a  fit  person  qualified  as  in  and  by  the  ordinance 
for  such  approbation  is  required ;  the  Commis11  above  mentioned  have 
adjudged  and  approved  the  said  Thomas  Newcomen  to  be  a  fit  person  to 
preach  the  Gospell,  and  have  granted  him  admission,  and  doe  admit  the 
said  Thomas  Newcomen  to  the  rectory  of  Clothall  aforesaid,  to  be  full 
and  perfect  possessor  and  incumbent  thereof.  And  doe  hereby  signify  to 
all  persons  concerned  therein  that  he  is  hereby  intituled  to  the  profits  and 
perquisite  and  all  rights  and  dues  incident  and  belonging  to  the  said 
rectory  as  fully  and  effectually  as  if  he  had  been  instituted  and  inducted 
according  to  any  such  lawes  and  customs  as  have  in  this  case  formerly 
been  made,  had,  or  used  in  this  realm.  In  witness  whereof  they  have 
caused  the  common  seale  to  be  hereunto  affixed,  and  the  same  to  be 
attested  by  the  hand  of  the  register  by  his  Highness  in  that  behalf 
appointed.    Dated  at  Whitehall  the  12th  day  of  June,  1654/' ' 

Newcomen  conformed  in  1662,  and  remained  here  till  his 
death  in  1665.*  In  1663  Edw.  Wallis,  John  Clarke,  Wm. 
West,  Thos.  Lanndey,  Edw.  Green  were  presented  "for  not 
receiving  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  the  last  year, 
1662."  Matthew  Paine,  of  Clothall,  presented  "  for  not  coming 
to  church  to  hear  service  and  sermons."  On  May  31st,  1665, 
James  Sebbald  was  instituted  per  mortem  T.  Newcomen. 

In  1667  John  Beadle  refusing  to  pay  to  the  church  a  rate  for  certain 
ground  that  he  had  in  Clothall  is  fined ;  Joseph  Berre  for  refusing  to 
pay,  he  living  in  Holdocke,  is  also  fined.  James  Collap  refusing  to  pay 
Clark's  wages  for  twenty  years  and  not  coming  to  the  church  is  also  fined. 
"  1668,  I  present  those  whose  names  are  underwritten  for  not  coming  to 
Divine  service,  George  Prior,  Matthew  Paine.  Signed  Thomas  Searle, 
church  warden.  "• 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  rectors  here,  1568 — 1665 : — 

1668.  William  Lucas,  M.A.  1643.  John  Whincop,  D.D. 

1603.  John  Overall.  1653.  Thomas  Newcomen. 

1615.  Robert  Newell,  S.T.P.  1665.  James  Sibbald. 

Curates : — 

1617.  Robert  Yardley.  1631,  James  Grave. 

1621.  Robert  Johnson,  MA.  1638.  Thomas  Bull. 

1624.  Thomas  Clarkson.  1641.  James  Barker, 

1628.  John  Duport, 

1  Lambeth  MSS.,  Augmentation*  y  997,  was  one  of  the  multitude  made  D J),  by 

lib.  i.,  foL  185.  the  King's  letters    mendatory  to   the 

»  "  Dr.  Thomas  Newcomen,  parson  of  University. — Bee  Kennet.  Register,  265 ; 

this  parish,  buried  December  26th.  1665."  Newcourt,  Repert^  ii,  181 
Also  this  :  "  1661,  August  28rd,  Blanch,  *  Acta  of  the  Archd.  of  Huntingdon,  at  I 

the  wife  of  Dr.  Newcomen, buried."    He  Hitchin.  I 

I 
I 
I 
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After  the  passing  of  the  Toleration  Act,  the  following  regis- 
tration was  made  of  a  place  of  Divine  worship  for  Protestant 
Dissenters : — 

"  These  are  to  certify  that  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters  do 
intend  to  meet  for  religions  worship  at  the  house  of  John  Brett,  in  the 
parish  of  Clothall,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  and  we  desire  the  same  may 
be  registered  according  to  law.  Witness  our  hands  the  first  day  of 
November,  1720,  John  Brett,  William  Brett.    Reg.  1st  November,  1720." 

COTTERED. 
Acres,  1,760 ;  pop.,  879 ;  value,  £600. 

Robert  Page,  "minister  of  this  place,"  left  among  other 
bequests  6«.  8d.  to  the  minister  that  shall  preach  on  his  anni- 
versary. His  will  was  dated  1492.1  He  was  evidently  a 
"Gospeller."  William  Barlee,  here  from  1522  to  1541,  is 
mentioned  by  Fox  in  his  Acts  and  Monuments 3  as  one  forced 
to  abjure.  In  1676  Thomas  Bush,  M.A.,  is  named  at  Cottered 
as  ad  concionandum  Iiabilis.3  He  was  here  many  years.  In 
1606  he  signs  the  transcript  as  "  minister."  In  1611  the  sur- 
plesse  is  reported  torn,  and  Dominus  orders  a  new  one  to  be 
got     In  161 4  is  this  report : — 

"Valuation,  £18  ;  patron,  Mr.  Pulter  ;  communicants,  140  ;  recusants, 
none  ;  Thomas  Bush,  rector,"  with  this  note  :  "  Good  sir,  howheit  I  would 
willingly  meet  your  worship  at  the  place  appointed,  yet  I  do  think  it  mete 
in  discretion  to  forbear,  because  there  having  died  of  late  some  seventeen 
persons,  the  towns  about  do  stand  in  fear  of  us  that  we  have  the  infection 
amongst  us,  but  we  hope  not.  Howbeit  we  ourselves  begin  to  suspect  the 
disease  to  be  in  some  sort  infectious." 4 

Thomas  Gardiner,  M.A.,  was  instituted  to  this  living  19th 
October,  1627,  upon  the  death  of  Bush,  by  Walter  Pulter. 
The  Transcript  Registers  contain  the  baptisms  of  five  children  of 
his.0   Calamy  names  Gardiner  among  the  Nonconforming  minis- 

1  Chauncy   fed.    1826),   i.  138,  140 ;  the  church  porch,  and  said  he  had  been 

neither  Clutterbuck  nor  Cuasans  names  too  long  in  his  office, 

him  in  the  lists  of  rectors.  •"1629,    Arthur   Gardiner,    son    of 

•  Cussans,  Odsey,  182,  from  Fox,  Ed.  Thomas  Gardiner,  rector,  baptized  Octo- 
Townsend,  iv.  585.  ber  26th.    1681,  John  Gardiner,  son  of 

»  Lambeth  MS8..  900,  rol.  xii.  (2).  Thomas  Gardiner,  rector,  baptized  Oc- 

*  Acta,  Archd.  or  Huntingdon  at  Hit-  tober  13th."  This  was  the  eminent 
chin.  On  March  12th,  1616-7,  George  Dr.  Gardiner  who  conformed  and  suc- 
Austin  charged  Richard  Norris  with  ceeded  his  father  at  Cottered,  and  lived 
using  evil  and  quarrelsome  words  agaiu st  and  died  rector  also  of  St.  Mary  Ab- 
him  in  the  churchyard  of  Cottered.  He  church.  "1633,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of 
confessed  to  calling  him  paltry  fellow  in  Thomas  Gardiner,  rector,  baptized  July 
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ters  ejected  in  1662,  and  describes  him  as  "  an  ingenious  and 
learned  divine."1  In  1636  "  Mr.  Gardiner,  parson,"  was  taxed 
£1  19a.  ship-money  for  the  rectory.*  In  1646  he  signs  the 
petition  of  Herts  ministers  to  the  Lords,  praying  for  the  setting 
up  of  "  government  according  to  our  Covenant."  The  Com- 
missioners of  1650  report  by  their  jurors  for  Cottered  thus : 
"  Edward  Peacock  and  John  Wallis  do  present  that  this  rectory 
is  valued  at  £100  per  annum,  and  that  Mr.  Thomas  Gardiner,  a 
constant  preaching  minister,  is  here,  and  there  is  no  curate/'  * 
On  January  15th,  1662-3,  John  Gardiner,  S.T.B.,  the  son,  was 
instituted  to  this  living  per  amotionem  Thomas  Gardiner,  the 
father,  who  refused  to  conform.  The  son  held  also  the  living 
of  Mary  Abchurch,  London,  where  he  resided  for  the  most  part. 

"In  1668,  July  18th,  Mr.  John  Gardiner,  of  Cottered,  was  presented 
for  neglecting  to  read  Divine  service  for  several  holy  days  and  other  days 
appointed.  We  present  all  these  whose  names  are  subscribed  for  not 
receiving  the  Communion  at  Easter  last :  John  Priest  and  his  wife,  Thos. 
Mapleton,  Thos.  Bond,  sen.,  Thos.  Bond,  Jan.,  Wm.  Coleman,  Thos.  Mills, 
Christopher  Draper,  Robert  Draper,  Wm.  Dunne,  Wm.  Ives,  John 
Brookes,  John  Finch,  Wm.  Austin,  Leonard  Peacock,  William  Battell 
and  his  wife,  Samuel  Dunne,  John  Harrison  and  his  wife,  Wm.  Joyce  and 
his  wife,  Wm.  Ensome,  Richard  Denne,  all  of  Cottered."  * 

Here  we  have  twenty  names  of  parishioners,  some  of  them 
married  men  and  heads  of  families,  forming  no  mean  proportion 
of  the  population  of  a  small  parish,  arraigned  before  the  eccle- 
siastical court  for  refusing  to  conform  to  the  establishment 
and  its  ritual.  The  penalty  inflicted  in  such  cases,  as  the 
Acta  show,  was  monition  in  the  first  instance,  followed  by  fine 
and  imprisonment  if  the  Nonconformity  was  persisted  in.  It 
is  evident  that  the  old  pastor,  Thomas  Gardiner,  was  accom- 
panied, on  leaving  the  church,  by  many  of  his  flock.  Nor 
were  they  without  ordinances  according  to  the  New  Testament 
order,  for  in  1672  Gardiner  took  out  a  licence,  under  protection 

14th.       1634-5,    Phoebe,    daughter    of  able  many  times  in  winter.     On  April 
Thomas  Gardiner,  rector,  February  9th.  29th,  1635,  it  is  ordered  that  their  seats 
1638,  Thomas,  son  of  Thomas  Gardiner,  be  boarded,  and  the  churchways  leading 
rector,  baptized  March  17th.    In  1634  to  the  parsonage  repaired." — ^cta,Arch£ 
Robert   Clinton    and   Wm.   Austin,    of  of  Huntingdon  at  Hitchin. 
Cottered.  present  that  "  the  seats  in  their  >  Calamy,  Account,  p.  361. 
church  want  boarding,  and  their  seats  *  8. P.O.  Dom.,  Chas.L,  361,  No.  84. 
are  littered  with  straw,  which  is  offen-  *  Lambeth  MSS.,  Survey,  No.  10. 
give ;  and  that  the  church  way  from  the  4  Acta,  Archd.  of  Huntingdon  at  Hit- 
parsonage  and  other  parts  is  not  pass-  chin. 
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of  the  Indulgence,  to  be  a  Presbyterian  teacher,1  and  in  1674  he 
preached  at  Little  Hadham  and  Cheshunt ;  when  the  Indul- 
gence was  withdrawn  proceedings  were  taken  contra  Samuel 
Dunne,  of  Cottered,  "  for  keeping  a  meeting-house  and  not 
coming  to  church,"  and  Wm.  Joyce  for  the  same ;  also  "  contra 
John  Harrison,  of  Cottered,  for  keeping  a  burial-place,  and 
not  coming  to  church  to  hear  Divine  service."  a 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  rectors  here,  1576 — 1662 : — 

1576.  Thomas  Bush.  1662-3.  John  Gardiner,  S.T.B. 

1627.  Thomas  Gardiner,  M.A. 

Edward  Stmmonds,  MJL,  rector  of  Rayne,  in  Essex,  1630— 
1642,  was  born  at  Cottered,  and  baptized  here  July  24th,  1603. 
Brook  names  him  among  his  Puritans,  and  Walker  ranks  him 
among  his  sequestered  clergy,  and  both  are  right,  for  he  refused 
to  use  the  cross  in  baptism,  and  the  surplice,  and  was  a  friend 
of  Stephen  Marshall's ;  but  being  a  rabid  Royalist  his  living 
was  sequestered  from  him.  He  died  in  1649,  and  was  buried 
in  Peter's  Church,  Paul's  Wharf,  London.8  The  title  of  his 
book,  and  a  single  extract,  will  show  his  opinions. 

"  A  Vindication  of  King  Charles :  or,  A  loyal  subject's  duty  manifested 
in  vindicating  his  sovereign  from  those  aspersions  cast  upon  Him  by 
certain  persons,  in  a  scandalous  libel  intituled,  'The  King's  Cabinet 
Opened,'  and  published,  as  they  say,  by  authority  of  Parliament. 
Whereunto  is  added,  'A  True  Parallel  betwixt  the  Sufferings  of  our 
Saviour  and  our  Sovereign,  in  divers  particulars,'  etc.,  by  Edward 
Symmonds,  a  minister,  not  of  the  late  confused  new,  but  of  the  ancient, 
orderly,  and  true  Church  of  England,  1648,  4to.  'The  king  hath  a 
company  belonging  to  him  both  of  the  nobility  and  of  the  gentry,  and  of 
the  clergy  ....  Many  of  them  stand  like  Mary  and  John,  looking  with 
watery  eyes  upon  their  innocent  and  righteous  sovereign,  whom  they 
behold  in  their  Saviour's  condition,  crucified  between  '  thieves '  on  both 
sides.  And  of  this  flock  we  do  profess  ourselves  to  be.  I  will  set  him 
forth  in  Christ's  robes  as  clothed  with  '  sorrows,'  and  show  what  a  perfect 
similitude  there  hath  been,  and  is,  between  our  Saviour  and  our  sovereign 
in  the  last  four  yean  of  both  their  sufferings.  .  .  .  Think  with  your- 
selves how  superlatively  glorious  above  other  kings  will  yours  be  at 
Christ's  appearing."  * 

»  a  P.O.  Chas.  II,  Domestic  ;   Entry  Hanbury's  Historical  Memorial*,  iii.  842 

Book,  vol  xxxriii  —848. 

•  Acta,  ArchdL  of  Huntingdon  at  Hit-  4  Pages  82,  241.    Mr.  Gassans,   who 

chin.  mentions  this  book,  omits  the  latter  part 

a  Walker's  Suffering*  of  the  Clergy,  il  of  its  title.     Benj.  Hanbury  (p.  847) 

868;    Brook,    Puritans,    iii    110;    B.  dwells  upon  its  blasphemy. 
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The  following  show  the  proceedings  taken  against  religious 
meetings  under  the  provisions  of  the  Conventicle  Act,  in  the 
year  1666  :— 

"At  an  assembly  conventicle  or  meeting  under  colour  or  pretence  of 
exercise  of  religion  in  other  manner  than  according  to  the  Littorgie  of 
practice  of  the  Church  of  England,  held  the  17th  day  of  July,  in  the 
house  of  Wm.  Joyce,  of  Cottrid,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  carpenter. 
The  preacher  not  known,  no  man  speaking  while  the  witnesses  were 
present ;  John  Harrison,  of  Cottrid,  shopkeeper,  and  Mary  his  wife  ; 
William  Exton,  of  Layston,  shopkeeper ;  William  Edridge,  of  Layston, 
shopkeeper ;  Samuel  Fisher,  of  Buntingford  Widyall,  baker ;  John  Adam, 
of  Cottrid,  apprentice  to  Samuel  Dune,  shoemaker  ;  William  Warby,  of 
Buntingford  Westmill;  William  Joyce,  of  Cottrid,  carpenter;  John 
Edridge,  of  Shad  well,  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  tanner.  Witnesses, 
John  Puttor,  James  Hator.  It  was  proved  to  me  by  the  oaths  of  the 
said  witnesses,  that  the  day  and  year  aforesaid,  all  those  persons  before 
named  were  present  at  an  assembly,  conventicle,  or  meeting  under  colour 
or  pretence  of  exercise  of  religion,  in  other  manner  than  according  to  the 
littnrgie  and  practice  of  the  Church  of  England,  at  the  house  of  Wm. 
Joyce,  in  Cottrid,  in  the  county  of  Hertford  aforesaid  : — 

"  First  offence ; — to  the  constables,  churchwardens,  and  overseers  of  the 
poor  in  the  pariah  of  Cottrid,  and  to  every  of  them.  Whereas  it  hath 
been  proved  to  me,  Tho.  Stanley,  Esq.,  one  of  hia  Majesty's  Justices  of 
the  peace,  of  the  county  aforesaid,  by  the  oaths  of  credible  witnesses,  that 
John  Exton,  John  Adam,  John  Harrison  and  Mary  his  wife,  all  of  the 
said  pariah,  being  each  of  them  of  the  age  of  sixteen  years  or  upwards, 
and  subjects  of  this  realm,  were  present  at  an  assembly,  conventicle,  or 
meeting,  under  pretence  or  colour  of  exercise  of  religioun  in  other  manner 
than  according  to  the  litturgie  and  practice  of  the  Church  of  England, 
held  on  the  seventh  day  of  July  last  past,  at  the  house  of  Wm.  Joyce,  of 
the  said  parish,  at  which  assembly  or  meeting  there  were  five  persons  or 
more,  over  and  besides  those  of  the  same  household  of  which  I  have 
made  a  record  under  my  hand  and  seal,  and  thereupon  have  imposed  on 
the  said  John  Harrison  the  summe  of  ten  shillings,  viz.,  for  such  his  first 
offense  five  shillings,  and  for  such  the  first  offense  of  Mary  his  wife  five 
shillings,  as  also  upon  the  said  John  Exton  and  John  Adam  the  several 
snmmes  of  five  shillings  a-piece  for  such  their  first  offense.  You  are 
hereby  requested  to  levy  the  said  respective  summes  by  distress  and  sale 
of  goods  and  chattels  of  the  said  persons,  and  the  said  moneys  so  leveyed 
forthwith  to  delivar  to  me  to  be  distributed  according  to  the  state  in  the 
case  made  and  provided,  and  therewith  fail  not  as  ye  will  answer  the  . 
contrary  at  peril.1  William  Joyce  fined  i  part  for  same  reasons.  William 
Edridge,  of  the  parish  of  Layston,  Middlesex,  fined  A  part  for  same 
reason." 

>  Bodleian  Lib.,  Rawlinson  M8S.,  C.  719,  ff.  91,  98,  95. 
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The  following  is  a  list  of  places  of  meeting  for  religious 
worship,  certified  by  Protestant  Dissenters  in  this  parish  under 
the  Toleration  Act : — 

1.  "  No.  47.  A  place  of  meeting  at  Cottered,  certified  at  Michaelmas 
Sessions,  1691." l 

2.  "  These  are  to  certifie  that  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters  doe 
intend  to  meet  for  religions  worship  at  the  house  of  Edw.  Browne,  of 
Cottered,  in  the  county  of  Hertford.  Witness  our  hands  this  11th  day  of 
December,  1699.  Edw.  Browne,  Robert  Bennett,  Henry  Warby,  Rich. 
Browne." 

3.  "  These  are  to  certifie  according  to  a  late  Act  of  Parliament  that  a 
congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters  doe  intend  to  meet  for  religious 
worship  at  the  house  of  Robert  Bennett,  in  the  parish  of  Cottered. 
13th  February,  1699,  Robt.  Bennett,  John  Farrow,  Edw.  Waley,  John 
Willmott." 

4.  "  These  are  to  certifie  that  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters 
doe  intend  to  meet  for  religious  worship  at  the  house  of  Edw.  Browne, 
in  ye  parish  of  Cottered.  10th  April,  1705.  Robert  Bennett,  Robt.  Sharpe, 
Edw.  Browne.    Regd.  20th  April,  1705." 

5.  "  These  are  to  certify  that  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters 
do  intend  to  meet  for  religious  worship  at  the  house  of  John  Smith,  in 
the  parish  of  Cottered.  15th  June,  1747.  James  Cook,  Joseph  Hale, 
Thos.  Impey.    Regd.  18th  June,  1747." 

6.  "  These  are  to  certify  that  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters 
do  intend  to  meet  for  religious  worship  at  the  house  of  Samuel  Copper- 
wheat,  in  the  parish  of  Cotterhead.  January  25th,  1761.  Saml.  Copper- 
wheat,  Benj.  By  grave,  Wm.  Adams,  Jeremiah  Smith,  John  Freeman,  Geo. 
Cook,  Thos.  Ryde.     Regd.  15th  August,  1761." 

7.  "Cottered.  Barn  of  Joseph  Cooper,  certified  for  Protestant  Dis- 
senters called  Independents,  on  November  27th,  1810,  by  T.  B.  Browne, 
minister,  Edw.  Hilton,  D.  Webb." 

8.  "  Cottered.  House  of  John  Ship,  certified  for  Protestants.  Decem- 
ber 3rd,  1833,  by  Wm.  Davie8.,, 

Independent  Chapel,  Cottered. — In  the  early  days  of  the  Herts 
Union,  founded  1810,  Cottered  as  a  preaching  station  was  connected  with 
Puckeridge  (in  the  parish  of  Standon)  under  the  same  evangelist.  T.  B. 
Browne, minister  of  Buntingf  ord,  had  both  places  under  his  charge,  and  upon 
his  death  the  following  report  of  them  was  given  (1823)  : — "  The  villages  of 
Anstey  and  Hormead,  Puckeridge  and  Cottered,  which  were  more  imme- 
diately under  Mr.  Browned  care,  have  necessarily  suffered  by  his  removal. 
In  all  of  them,  at  present,  preaching  under  the  sanction  of  this  society  is 
either  wholly  or  partially  suspended."  Puckeridge  is  regularly  named 
after  this,  as  a  preaching  station  in  connection  with  Standon,  where  the 
agent,  Mr.  Parker,  at  first  resided,  and  a  chapel  was  opened  there  in  1826. 
1  E.  G.  0.  Somerset  House,  County  of  Hertford  Returns,  large  folio  vol. 
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In  later  yean  it  is  named  in  oonnection  with  Braoghing.  But  no  mention 
is  made  of  Cotter ed  again  in  the  society's  reports  until  1856,  when — "  At 
Cottered  they  (B.  Bioards  of  Ware,  and  S.  Bird  of  Hatfield)  found  a  neat 
little  chapel  which  had  been  unoccupied  four  years  ;  and  at  Wood  End 
there  is  also  a  small  chapel  erected  by  the  efforts  of  D.  £.  Ford,  while  a 
student  at  Wymondley.  This  was  once  connected  with  Pnckeridge,  but 
had  for  some  years  been  nearly  abandoned,  though  not  entirely  closed." 
In  1858,  Benjamin  Culpin  preached  at  Cottered  and  Wood  End  every 
Sunday,  and  reports :  "  The  Cottered  chapel  being  very  dirty,  and  the 
windows  broken,  I  held  open-air  meetings  for  two  Sabbaths.  I  have  had 
the  chapel  cleaned  and  the  windows  mended,  and  held  my  first  service  in 
the  chapel,  Sabbath,  July  11th,  1858,  when  60  persons  were  present," 
Divine  service  is  still  held  here  regularly. 


HINXWORTH. 
Acres,  1,440 ;  pop.,  897 ;  value,  £000. 

In  1576,  John  Mickley,  B.A.,  ad  concumandum  licentiatus, 
is  named  as  rector.1  He  was  here  till  1617.  He  reports  as 
follows : — 

"  1614,  29th  March.  The  number  of  communicants  in  our  parish  are 
of  late  almost  doubled  by  reason  of  many  cottages  within  few  years 
erected ;  at  Easter  last,  seventy-eight  Concerning  absolute  recusants  we 
have  none,  for  albeit  that  Mistress  Grey  cannot  be  persuaded  to  receive 
the  Holy  Communion,  yet  she  hath  come  to  church  since  the  last  time 
that  I  did  present  her  before  your  worship.  And  she  is  now  presented 
into  Mr.  Chauncellor  his  court,  where  she  hath  made  her  appearance  by 
her  Bayley,  and  hath  a  time  appointed  unto  her,  for  her  resolution  in  that 
behalf.  And  she  is  to  return  certificate  concerning  the  sinne  (as  I  do 
think)  the  next  court  after  Easter.  John  Mickley,  M.A.,  licensed. 
"  Hinxworth's  Bill  for  recusants,  29th  ApriU,  1617 :  Mres.  Thomasyn 
Grey,  widdow,  cometh  neither  to  church  nor  to  the  communion,  and  is  to 
answers  before  the  High  Commissioners  in  the  beginninge  of  Maye  next. 
Antony  dollop,  Thomas  Adams,  churchwardens."* 

Chauncy  says  that  in  the  chancel  lies  a  fair  marble  to 
Andrew  Grey,  of  Hinxworth,  and  the  inscription  says,  "  In  his 
lifetime  he  was  double  Reader  of  the  Law  in  the  Inner  Temple 
in  London ;  he  changed  this  life  for  immortality,  January  13tb, 
1614,  aged  85."*  Mrs.  Thomasin  Grey  was  probably  his  widow. 
They  owned  the  manor  of  Fulters  at  the  time.  In  1615 
Humfrey  Mickley  signs  the  transcript,  a  curate,  and  perhaps 

i  Lambeth  M8&,  900,  voL  xii.  (2).  *  Chauncy  (ed.  1896),  1 66. 

*  Acta,    Archd.    of    Huntingdon,   at 
Hitchin. 
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son  of  John.  In  1617,  February  14th,  Henry  Raynsford  was 
instituted,  who  was  minister  of  Hatfield  and  died  at  Tewin 
1650 — 1,  but  he  was  soon  succeeded  by  Robert  Roberts  (6th 
February  1618),  who  remained  till  his  death  in  1636,  and  was 
one  of  the  sons  of  Francis  Roberts,  of  Willesden.1  During  his 
ministry  two  curates  are  named, — in  1622  Richard  Powell,2  and 
in  1636  James  Weaver,  who  signs  the  transcripts  in  1637  and 
1638;  and  in  1639  Henry  Wright  signs  as  "minister"  and 
"  curate/1  and  is  also  named  at  Bigrave.  Robert  Roberts,  upon 
his  death,  was  succeeded  by  Andrew  Clare  (1st  September, 
1636,  per  mortem  ult.  inc.)*  On  November  18th,  1639,  Daniel 
Fawkener,  M.A.,  was  instituted  to  this  living,  and  remained 
during  the  Commonwealth,  till  his  death.  His  name  is  ap- 
pended to  the  petition  of  Herts  ministers  to  the  House  of 
Lords,  praying  for  "  government  according  to  our  Covenant " 
in  1646.  The  juror,  Levell  Squire  (Skegge),  reports  to  the 
Commissioners  to  inquire  touching  Church  livings,  that  this 
rectory  is  valued  at  £110  per  an.,  and  that  Daniel  Fawlkener 
preacheth  once  a  day  himself,  and  giveth  £20  per  an.  to  a 
curate  (to  preach)  once  every  Sabbath  likewise.4  Fawkener 
died  29th  May,  1657,  and  was  followed  by  Oliver  Sell,6  who 

i  Chauncy  as  before.  The  transcript  Experiences  of  T.  P.,  begun  in  the  flf- 
registers  give  the  following . — "  1626.  teenth,  and  continued  till  the  seven- 
Robert  Roberts,  parson/'  signs.  "  1629,  teenth  year  of  his  age  .  . .  composed  by 
Edward  Roberts,  son  of  Robert  Roberts  way  of  Dialogue  between  four  Inter- 
and  Jane  his  wife,  baptized  June  3rd.  locators,  viz.,  Evangelius  (W.  W.),  a 
1638,  July  18th,  Thomas  Roberts,  son  of  minister  of  the  Gospel,  Paulus,  a  young 
Robert  Roberts  and  Jane  his  wife,  bap-  convert,  Demos,  an  Apostate,  Apollyon 
tized.  1636,  December  12th,  Robert  the  Destroyer,  by  T.  Powell.  London, 
Roberts,  son  of  Robert  Roberts  and  1676."  Dedicated  to  "  the  little  flock  in 
Jane,  buried.  1636, 18th  May,  Robertus  and  about  the  county  of  Hertford."  To 
Roberts,  rector,  eccles.  de  JdLinksworth  this  book  is  prefixed  the  author's  por- 
sepultus."  trait,  by  R.  White.   See  Walter  Wilson's 

*  THOMAS  Powbll,  pastor  of  an  Inde-  Dissenting  Churches,  iii.  386 — 341,  where 

pendent  church  in  Jewin  Street,  London,  a  full  account  of  him  is  given.    The 

was,  for  some  time  in  his  youth,  a  mini-  place  in  Herts  where  his  "  little  flock  " 

ster  in    Hertfordshire,  and   may  have  lived  is  not  stated,  nor  have  we  dis- 

been  son  or  nephew  of  the  above-named  covered.    The  expression  "  in  and  about 

Richard  Powell.     He  was  born  about  the  county,"  indicates  a  town  upon  the 

the  year  1666,  and  his  father  is  described  borders. 

as  **  a  valuable  minister,  but  removed  by  *  Clare  was-  at  Ickenham,  Midds.,  in 

death  when  he  was  only  thirty  years  of  1686.  Mr.  Cussans  places  Robert  Chester 

age,  leaving  a  widow  and   two   sons,  (see  Stevenage)  in  his  list  after  Clare, 

Thomas    Powell    studied   under   Wm.  and  before  Fawkener,  upon  the  authority 

Angel,  at  Houndsditch,  and  commenced  of  Cole's  lists  (Add.  MS&,  6,829.  foL  181 

preaching  before  he  was  twenty.    In  b),  bat  there  is  no  mention  or  him  in 

1676  he  was  minister  of  a  congregation  the  Acta. 

in  the  county  of  Hertford,  and  in  that  4  Lambeth  MSB.,  Survey.  No.  10. 

year  published,  The  Young  Man's  conflict  *  "Hinxworth,  Oliver  Sell,  BJD.,  adm. 

with,  and  Victory  over,  the  Devil  by  Faith ;  18th  November,  1667,  by  Aubrey  de  Vere 

or,  a  true  and  perfect  Relation  of  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  and  Anne  his  wife."  Lam- 
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conformed  in  1662,  and  died  1697,  aged  seventy-three,  having 
been  rector  here  for  thirty-seven  years. 
The  following  is  a  list  of  the  rectors  here,  1576 — 1662 : 

1576.  John  Mickley,  B.A.  1636.  Andrew  Glare,  S.  T.  B. 

Curate,  Humfrey  Mickley.  Curate,  Henry  Wright. 

1617.  Henry  Baynsford.  1639.  Daniel  Fawkener,  M.A. 

1618.  Robert  Roberts.  1657.  Oliver  Sell,  B.D.,  Conformist. 
c            f  Richard  Powell,  1622. 

\  James  Weaver,  1636. 

The  following  registrations  under  the  Toleration  Act  appear 
in  the  lists  of  the  Archdeaconry  of  Huntingdon : — 

1.  "  These  are  to  certify  that  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters 
do  intend  to  meet  for  religious  worship  at  the  house  of  George  Spioer,  in 
the  parish  of  Hinksworth,  in  the  county  of  Hertford.  Witness  our  hands, 
John  Smith,  Sam.  Copperwheat,  minister,  Michael  Culledge,  Geo.  Bigrave, 
Joshua  Adams.    Regd.  23  May,  1763." 

2.  "Hinxworth.  The  house  of  James  Tool  certified  as  a  place  of 
meeting  for  religious  worship  for  Protestants,  December  13th,  1823,  by 
James  Tool,  Benj.  Millman,  John  Garter."  There  is  a  Wesleyan  chapel  in 
the  parish. 

KELSHALL. 
Acres,  2,242 ;  pop.,  249 ;  value,  £368. 

This  rectory  was  in  possession  of  the  monks  of  Ely;  the 
Pope  was  solicited  to  turn  the  abbey  into  a  see,  and  then  the 
rectory  was  handed  over  to  the  see  of  Ely.  In  1600  it  was 
alienated  to  the  use  of  the  Crown.  Edward  Franklin  was 
here  as  rector  from  1576  to  1617,  when  he  died,  aged  sixty- 
nine.  His  monument  in  the  chancel  tells  us  that  "  he  fed  his 
flock  in  doctrine,  in  life,  and  in  alms/9  and  that  his  wife, 
Rebecca,  was  "a  matron  fearing  Ood,  loving  her  husband, 
and  looking  after  her  family."  She  died  in  1597.  Franklin 
is  described  as  M.A.  and  Uc.  ad  coiunonaiulvm.1  In  1617 
he  makes  this  report :  "  These  are  to  certifie  that  within  our 
parish  of  Kelehull  we  have  none  that  do  refuse  to  come  to 
the  church  or  to  receive  the  sacraments,  and  also  that  all  fit 
to  receive,  and  of  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  have  communicated 
this  last  Easter.    Edward  Franklin,  rector;    Robert  Payne, 

beth  MSB.,  Augn  998.  SeU'i  appointment  i  Lambeth  MS&,  900,  vol.  zii  (2). 

was  renewed  in  1660,  see  Kennet'i  Regis- 
ter, p.  857. 
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John  Warren,  churchwardens."  James  Swinhow  was  instituted 
upon  the  death  of  Edward  Franklin,  October  3rd,  1617,  and 
continued  here  till  his  death  in  January  1643-4.  He  was  a 
strict  Puritan,1  and  a  favourer  of  the  Parliament,  and  upon 
his  death  an  order  was  made  by  the  House,  February  12th, 
1643-4,  "for  the  placing  of  Mr.  George  Swinhoe  in  the  rectory 
of  Kelshall  instead  of  Mr.  James  Swinhoe,  late  incumbent,  who 
is  lately  dead."3  In  1646  we  find  George  Swinhow's  name 
among  the  signatures  of  Herts  ministers  to  a  petition  to 
the  Lords,  praying  for  Church  "  government  according  to  our 
covenant."  The  opposition  George  Swinhow  met  with  after 
his  appointment  is  detailed  in  the  following  minutes  of  the 
Committee  for  Plundered  Ministers : — 

"  13th  November,  1646.  It  is  ordered  that  the  articles  exhibited  against 
Geo.  Swinnow,  minister  of  Kelshall,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  a  copy 
whereof  is  hereunto  annexed,  be  referred  to  the  Com***  of  Pari'  for  the 
said  county  Cor  any  three  of  them),  who  are  desired  to  receive  the  said 
Mr.  Swinnow's  answer  to  the  said  articles,  and  to  call  before  them  and 
examine  the  witnesses  that  shall  be  produced  as  well  for  proof  of  the  said 
articles  as  of  the  said  Mr.  Swinnow's  defence,  and  to  certify  the  said 
articles,  answer  and  examinations  to  this  Com***.  13th  November,  1646. 
Upon  consideration  had  of  the  certificates  of  the  Com*6  of  Pari*  for  the 
countie  of  Hertford,  in  the  cause  of  Mr.  Swinnow,  minister  of  Kelshall, 
this  Com**  do  refer  him  to  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  the  said  county, 
who  are  hereby  desired  to  afford  him  their  goodly  and  effectual  relief  in 
his  receiving  of  the  tythes  to  the  said  rectorie.'  July  14th,  1647.  It  is 
ordered  that  Robert  Thorowgood,  Miry  Fordham,  widow,  Thomas  Wil- 
mot,  senior,  and  Thomas  Tomlyn,  parishioners  of  Kelshall,  in  the  county 
of  Hertford,  do  forthwith  pay  unto  Mr.  George  Swenoe,  to  whom  the 
rectory  of  Kelshall  aforesaid  is  sequestered,  the  tithes  of  the  said  rectory 
from  them  respectively  due  unto  him.  In  default  whereof  it  is  ordered 
that  the  said  Robert  Thorowgood,  Mary  Fordham,  Thomas  Wilmot,  and 
Thomas  Tomlyn  do  make  their  personal  appearance  before  this  Com**  on 
July  23rd,  to  show  cause  to  the  contrary  ;  whereof  they  are  not  to  faile 
at  their  peril.4    August  11th,  1647.    Whereas  Mr.  George  Swenow  is 

>  «  On  Sunday,  March  11th,  1682,  Ed-  of  Kelshal,  and  Mary  his  wife,  baptised 
ward  Game,  of  Kelshall,  turned  a  water-  April  6th.    1686,  Mary  Swinhow,  wife 
course  into  his  yard,  and  threw  np  earth  of  James  Swinhow,  boned  May  16th." 
with  a  shovel."    For  this  he  was  pre-  *  Commons   Journals,    iii.   897.    The 
sented.     "  He   confessed   that   he   did  Acta  name  Joseph  Beaumont  (see  Bar- 
so  to  save  water  for  his  cattle,  which  ley)  as  appointed  18th  January,  1648-4. 
might  hare  died  for  want  of  it.'5 — Acta,          *  Bodleian  Lib.,  Plundered  Ministers, 
Archd.  of  Huntingdon,  at  Hitchin.   The  Tol.  824,  fol.  69. 
Transcripts  give  these:    "1626,  Kathe-          *  Add.  MSS.,  16,671. 
rine,  daughter  of  James  Swinhow,  rector 
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by  order  of  this  Committee  settled  in  the  rectory  of  Kelshall,  in  the  county 
of  Hertford,— void  by  death,  and  in  the  gift  of  the  Bp.  of  Ely,— which 
was  since  confirmed  by  the  House  of  Commons,  notwithstanding  which 
the  said  Mr.  Swinow  complaineth  that  one  Mr.  Beamont,  sequestered 
from  a  fellowship  in  Peterhouse  in  Cambridge,  hath  intruded  into  the 
possession  of  the  said  church  and  rectory,  and  thrust  the  said  Mr.  Swinow 
out  of  the  possession  thereof,  and  officiateth  the  cure  of  the  said  church, 
reading  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer.  It  is  ordered  that  the  said  Mr. 
Beamont  do  forthwith  deliver  up  unto  the  said  Mr.  Swinow  the  quiet 
and  peaceable  possession  of  the  said  rectory  and  profits  thereof,  and  of 
the  said  church,  to  the  said  Mr.  Swinow  ;  and  that  he  make  his  personal 
appearance  before  this  Common  the  20th  August  to  answer  his  said 
contempt  And  it  is  further  ordered  that  the  parishioners  of  the  said 
parish  do  pay  unto  the  said  Mr.  Swinow  all  tithes  and  profits  of  the  said 
rectory  from  them  respectively  due,  notwithstanding  the  claim  of  the 
said  Mr.  Beamont  thereto.1  September  23rd,  1647.  Upon  hearing  the 
cause  between  Mr.  Swenhow  settled  in  the  rectory  of  Kelshall,  in  the 
county  of  Hertford,  by  order  of  this  Committee  and  Mr.  Beamont,  con- 
cerning the  profits  of  the  said  rectory  by  the  said  Mr.  Beamont  taken  and 
detained  from  the  said  Mr.  Swenhow  upon  his  pretence  of  right  to  the 
said  rectory  three  years  after  the  said  Mr.  Swenhow's  possession  and 
enjoyment  of  the  said  rectory  by  order  of  the  House  of  Commons  and  of 
this  Com*** ;  and  upon  full  hearing  what  the  counsel  of  the  said  Mr. 
Beamont  would  Bay  concerning  the  said  Mr.  Beamont's  claim  to  the  said 
rectory,  by  virtue  of  his  presentation  thereto  from  one  Mr.  Tolley,  by 
virtue  of  a  conveyance  heretofore  made  by  Dr.  Wren,  Bishop  of  Ely,  to 
the  said  Mr.  Tolley,  of  the  next  avoydance  of  the  said  church  becoming 
void  after  the  sequestration  of  the  said  bishop.  It  is  thought  fit  and 
ordered  that  the  former  order  of  this  Com*0  of  September  10th  shall  stand, 
and  the  same  is  hereby  confirmed,  and  that  the  said  Mr.  Beamont  do  make 
restitution  and  satisfaction  to  the  said  Mr.  Swenhow  for  the  profits  by  him 
taken  and  detained  from  the  said  Mr.  Swenhow.  And  that  the  sheriff  of 
the  said  county,  deputy  lieutenants,  justices  of  peace,  and  Com***  of 
Parliament  of  the  said  county,  or  any  two  of  them  do,  and  they  are  hereby 
desired  and  required  to  see  that  the  said  Mr.  Swenhow  be  repaid  and 
satisfied  for  the  said  profits,  and  the  wrong  by  him  sustained  by  the  said 
Mr.  Beamont's  practices,  according  to  the  ordinance  of  Parliament  of  the 
23rd  August  last."1 

i  Add.  M8S.,  15,671,  foL  171.  March  18th,  1615,  where  his  father  carried 
•  Add.  MSS.,  15,671,  fol.  200,  290.  The  on  the  business  of  a  woollen  manufac- 
Mr.  Beamont  who  figures  in  these  turer.  He  was  a  strong  Royalist,  sided 
reports,  forcing  himself  into  the  rec-  with  the  King,  and  lost  his  fellowship 
tory,  and  collecting  the  tithes  in  the  in  consequence.  Bat  Dr.  Wren,  Bishop 
face  of  the  appointment  of  George  of  Ely?  was  his  friend;  and  though 
Bwinhow.  son  of  the  former  rector,  and  the  living  belonged  to  the  Crown,  con- 
appointed  by  Parliament,  is  none  other  trived  through  one  Mr.  Tolley  to  place 
than  Joseph  Beaumont,  ejected  from  his  him  here.  He  also  had  held  the  rec- 
fellowship  at  Peterhouse,  Cambridge,  in  tory  of  Elm  (Camb.)  with  the  chapel  of 
1648.  He  was  born  at  Hadleigh,  Suffolk,  Emneth.     Having  married  the  bishop's 
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We  find  that  in  1650  George  Swinhow  was  no  longer  rector 
of  this  parish.  The  Commissioners  to  inquire  touching  Church, 
livings  report  thus:  "William  Joice  and  Thomas  Willimot 
(jurors)  do  present  that  this  rectory  is  valued  at  £100  per 
annum.  William  Janeway  is  our  minister,  and  pays  £2 138. 4d. 
to  the  parsonage  of  Tharfield.  He  preaches  constantly  without 
a  curate."1  William  Janeway  had  been  minister  of  Lilley  in 
this  county,  where  we  find  him  in  1633.  In  1644  he  removed 
to  Aspeden.  In  1646  he  was  at  Lawrence  Ayot,  and  now  in 
1650  he  appears  as  minister  of  Kelshall. 

"  Willm.  Janeway,  certified  by  Mar.  Tennant,  of  Tharfield,  Thos.  Gar- 
diner, of  Cottred,  Wm.  Sherwin,  of  Wallington,  James  Herring,  Sam. 
Borfit,  Sam.  Thorns,  Dan.  Warren.  Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that 
the  1 9th  day  of  October  in  the  yeare  1654  there  was  exhibited  to  the 
Coramis™  for  approbation  of  public  preachers  a  presentation  of  Mr.  Wil- 
liam Janeway,  clerke  to  the  rectory  of  Kehhall,  in  the  county  of  Hertford, 
made  to  him  by  his  Highness  Oliver,  Lord  Protector  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  England  and  the  patron  thereof,  under  his  seale  manual  together 
with  a  testimony  in  the  behalfe  of  the  said  William  Janeway  of  his  holy 
and  good  conversation.  Upon  perusal  and  due  consideration  of  the  pre- 
misses, and  finding  him  to  be  a  person  qualified  as  in  and  by  the  ordinance 
for  such  approbation  is  required,  the  Commissioners  above  mentioned  have 
adjudged  and  approved  the  said  William  Janeway  to  be  a  fit  person  to 
preach  the  Gospell,  and  have  graunted  him  admission  and  doe  admit  the 
said  William  Janeway  to  the  rectory  of  Kelshall  aforesaid,  to  be  full  and 
perfect  possessor  and  incumbent  thereof ;  and  doe  hereby  signifie  to  all 
persons  concerned  therein  that  he  is  hereby  intituled  to  the  profits  and 
perquisitts,  and  all  rights  and  dues  incident  and  belonging  to  the  said 
rectory,  as  fully  and  effectually  as  if  he  had  been  instituted  and  inducted 
according  to  any  such  lawes  and  customes  as  have  in  this  case  formerly 
been  made,  had,  or  used  in  this  realme.  In  witness  whereof  they  have 
caused  the  comon  seale  to  be  hereunto  affixed,  and  the  same  to  be 
attested  by  the  hand  of  the  Register,  by  his  Highness  in  that  behalfe 
appointed.    Dated  at  Whitehall,  the  19th  day  of  October,  1664."  « 

Janeway  remained  till  his  death  in  1657,  when  he  was 
succeeded  by  his  eldest  son  William,  who,  refusing  to  conform 

step-daughter,  he  became   his  private  and  was  the  author  of  an  allegorical  poem 

chaplain,  and  lived  with  him  till   the  called  Psyche,  displaying  the  "intercourse 

Restoration,  when  he  took  possession  of  between  Christ  and  the  soul." — Clutter- 

his  former  livings,  gaining  Barley  in-  buck,  iii.  336. 

stead  of  Kelshall,  where  he  was  rector  '  Lambeth  MSB.,  Survey  of  1650,  No. 

thirty-five  years.    Afterwards  he  became  10. 

Master  of  Peterhouse,  and  in  1670  was  »  Lambeth  MS&,  Aug.,  997,  lib.  2,fol. 

elected  to  the  Divinity  chair  at  Cam-  231. 

bridge.     He  died  23rd  November,  1699, 
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to  the  Act  of  Uniformity,  was  ejected  on  Black  Bartholomew 
day,  1662.  We  have  already  given  an  account  of  the  Janeway 
family.1  The  conforming  rector  was  Edward  Salmon.  The 
following  is  a  list  of  the  rectors : — 

1576.  Edward  Franklin.  1660.  William  Janeway,  sen. 

1617.  James  Swinhow.  1657.  William  Janeway,  jnn. 

1643.  (Joseph  Beaumont).  1662.  Edward  Salmon. 

1643.  George  Swinhow. 

A  place  of  religious  warship  for  Protestant  Dissenters  was 
registered  under  the  Toleration  Act  in  the  Archdeacon's  Court 
as  follows : — 

"  These  are  to  certify  that  we,  whose  names  are  underwritten,  and 
others  do  appropriate  a  part  of  a  house  in  the  occupation  of  John  Pariah, 
in  the  parish  of  Kelshall,  for  the  purpose  of  religious  worship  of  Almighty 
God  as  Protestant  Dissenters,  commonly  called  Independents.  Dated 
22nd  March,  1779.  John  Fordham,  Ed.  EL  Fordham,  George  Fordham, 
Mary  Fordham,  Wm.  Fordham.    Beg.  23rd  March,  1779." 

RADWELL. 
Acres,  748 ;  pop.,  101 ;  value,  £226. 

This  rectory  once  was  in  the  hands  of  the  abbot  and  monks 
of  St.  Albans.  Upon  the  dissolution  Henry  VIII.  gave  it  to 
Ralph  Rowlet,  of  St.  Albans.  Thomas  Hewett  here,  1561 — 
1571,  was  a  Puritan,  and  signed  the  petition  of  the  Lower 
House  of  Convocation,  1562,  praying  that  in  public  baptism 
the  father  be  present,  and  that  the  sponsors  shall  not  answer 
in  the  infant's  name ;  that  before  the  Communion,  it  be  inserted 
"  that  the  communicants  do  detest  and  renounce  the  idolatrous 
mass ;  that  the  roods  and  all  other  images  be  taken  away  and 
utterly  destroyed."2  Hewett  was  followed  by  Benj.  Chambers 
1571,  Wm.  Stone  1573,  and  Richard  Parker  1576,  who  is 
described  as  B.A.  lie.  ad  catechisandum*  Oliver  Simson 
followed,  and  signs  the  transcripts  in  1610.     He  died  in  1629,4 

»  See  p.  668.    The  Transcript  Register  *  "1626,   There  hath  not   been   any 

gives  these  :  "  1660,  Elizabeth,  daughter       christened,  married,  or  buried  the  year 


of  William  Janeway  and  Elizabeth  his  aforesaid,  1626,  by  as.  Oliver  Simson, 
wife,  baptized  August  80th.  1661-2.  rect.;  Michael  Mosse,  gard.  1629,  A 
John,    son    of   William   Janeway    ana       true  register  bil  of  Bad  well  for   this 


Elizabeth  his  wife,  baptized  January  2nd."  year  last  past,  1629.     Marriages,  none; 

*  Strype,  Annah,  I.,  i,  512;  Parker,  i.  christenings  none.    Buried  Olyver  Sim- 
405-6.  son  the  tow  and  tewntieth  day  of  Sep- 

*  Lambeth  MSS. ,  900,  vol.  xii. ;  see  also  tember,  clericu$  of  the  said  towne." 
Cole's  Collections,  Add.  MSS.,  6,829,  foL 

182  b. 
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and  was  followed  by  James  Fish,  who  signs  as  "  pastor  "  in 
1639,  and  from  whom  the  living  was  sequestered  before  1646, 
Luke  Saunders,  M.A.,  having  already  been  here  two  years,  as 
appears  from  the  following  minutes  of  the  Committee  for 
Plundered  Ministers : — 

"  18th  September,  1646.  It  is  ordered  that  the  rectory  of  Radwell,  in 
the  county  of  Hertford,  sequestered  from  James  Fish,  by  the  Right  Hon. 
the  Earl  of  Manchester,  shall  stand  sequestered  to  the  use  of  Luke 
Sanders,  minister  of  the  Word.  Refer  Luke  Sanders,  minister  of  the 
Word  for  the  church  of  Radwell,  com.  Hertford."  "  18th  September,  1646. 
Whereas  the  rectory  of  the  parish  church  of  Radwell,  in  the  county  of 
Hertford,  stands  sequestered,  by  order  of  the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of 
Manchester,  from  James  Fishe.  It  is  ordered  that  the  said  rectory  shall 
stand  sequestered  from  henceforth  to  the  use  of  Luke  Saunders,  Master 
of  Arts,  a  godly  and  orthodox  divine.  And  whereas  this  Com**  are 
informed  that  the  said  Mr.  Saunders  hath  officiated  the  said  cure  for  the 
space  of  two  years  now  last  past  and  upwards.  It  is  ordered  that  he 
shall  have  all  profits,  tithes  and  revenues  of  the  said  rectory  which  fell 
due  and  became  payable  during  the  time  of  his  said  service." ' 

The  Commissioners  appointed  to  inquire  touching  Church 
livings  in  1650  report  by  their  jurors,  Richard  Freeman  and 
John  Heed,  "  that  this  rectory  is  valued  at  £60  per  annum,, 
and  that  Mr.  Luke  Saunders,  a  constant  preacher,  serves  the 
cure  himself  without  a  curate."  Saunders,  who  also  held 
Norton,  conformed  in  1662,  and  remained  till  his  death  in 
1679.2 

Rectors : — 

1561.  Thomas  Hewett.  1610.  Oliver  Simson. 

1571.  Benj.  Chambers.  1626.  James  Fish. 

1573.  William  Stone.  1644.  Luke  Saunders,  conformed. 

1576.  Richard  Parker,  BJu 

1  Add.  MSB.  15,670,  fol.  433, 459.  borens,  and  wedens  that  bapned   this 

*  "  1666,  Luke  Saunders,  clerk,  rector  7ear«     Crisnes,  Coper  Wm.,  ye  sun  of 

of  Radwell,  and   Elizabeth  Cole  -were  Thomas  Coper,  whas  baptised  February 

married  on  October  30th."    This  is  the  ye  20th ;  Huben  Robert,  sun  of  Thomas 

transcript  for  1740:  "Atransscript  taken  Huben,  was  baptiesd    March  ye  20th. 

out  of  ye  Ragester  book  of  ye  parish  Borne,  Ostley  Edward,  Ostely  an  Infant, 

Radwell  for  ye  year  1740,  of  all  crisnenfl,  was  Pecember  ye  30th.    Wedens,  noon." 
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REED. 

Acres,  1,426 ;  pop.,  189 ;  value,  £400. 

Andrew  Willet,  S.T.P.,  rector  of  Barley,  was  instituted  to 
this  rectory  on  the  death  of  Francis  Rydall,1  who  had  been 
here  nearly  forty-four  years  (1569 — 1613).  He  retained  it 
two  years  only,  when  Andrew  Willet,  M.A.,  the  son,  also  of 
Christ's  College,  Cambridge,  was  instituted  10th  November, 
1615.  In  the  assessment  for  ship-money,  1636,  "Andrew 
Willet,  parson,"  was  set  down  to  pay  £2  la.*  He  signed  the 
petition  of  Herts  ministers  to  the  House  of  Lords  praying  for 
the  government  " according  to  our  Covenant"  in  1646 ;  and  in 
1650  the  Commissioners  to  inquire  touching  Church  livings 
report :  "  Edward  Jacklyn  (juror)  presents  that  this  rectory  is 
valued  at  £90  per  an.,  that  our  minister  is  Andrew  Willet, 
a  preaching  minister,  and  that  he  employs  no  curate."  ' 

Whether  Andrew  Willet  continued  at  Reed  till  the  Restora- 
tion does  not  appear.  John  Cockett  was  instituted  to  this 
rectory  5th  September,  1660 ;  he  was  also  rector  of  WidforcL 

Rectors : — 

1569.  Francis  RydalL  1615.  Andrew  Willet,  M.A. 

1613.  Andrew  Willet,  S.T.P.  1660.  John  Cockett. 

In  1667  William  Juxon,  of  Reed,  et  uxor  ejus  were  presented 
"  for  procuring  an  incestuous  marriage  to  be  solemnized  between 
them,  she  being  own  sister  to  the  said  William  Juxon's  former 
wife."4 

The  following  is  a  registration  at  Quarter  Sessions  of  a  place 
of  meeting  for  Divine  worship  of  Protestant  Dissenters : — 

"  No.  121.  Reed.  A  place  certified  for  Independents  by  Adam  Palmer 
and  Henry  Butler  at  Michaelmas  Sessions,  1842."  * 


ROYSTON. 
Pop.  (Of  the  town),  8,186 ;  ralue,  £167. 

To  Royston  belongs  the  honour  of  being  the  birthplace  of 
the  great  Cartwright,  the  champion  of  English  Puritanism. 

>  Thus  described  in  1576  :  *»  FranciscnB  *  Lambeth    MSS.,    Survey   of    1660, 

Ridall,  Rcede,  minister,  nullius  gradus,  No.  10. 

gravis,  latine  utcumqueintelligit,  ineacris  *  Acta,  Archdeaconry  of  Middlesex  at 

parvum."  Lambeth  MSS.,  900,  Yol.xii(l).  Chelmsford. 

»  Cussans,  Odiey,  144.  •  G.  R.  On  Somerset  House, 
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His  biographers'follow  each  other  in  saying  that  Thomas  Cart- 
wright  was  born  in  Hertfordshire,  but  none  of  them  name  the 
place.1  The  name  Cartwright  is  not  rare  in  the  county ;  it 
occurs  frequently  in  the  registers  of  the  Abbey  church,  St, 
Albans,  and  in  those  of  King's  Langley.  We  know  that  Thomas 
Cartwright  visited  Watford;  and  probably  St.  Albans,  and  had 
friends  in  both  places;  moreover,  there  are  extant  forged 
letters  from  St.  Albans  to  him  at  Sandwich.2  Still  there  is  no 
evidence  to  connect  him  further  with  that  part  of  the  county. 
But  there  are  Cartwrights  named  at  Royston  about  the  time 
of  Thomas  Cartwright,  and  to  these  Cartwrights  we  have 
traced  him.  The  registers  of  Royston  parish  church,  previous 
to  1662,  are  unfortunately  lost;  but  there  is,  in  the  Record 
Office,3  a  list  of  all  the  residents  within  the  Hundred  of  Odsey, 
who,  in  the  year  1545,  held  property  of  the  annual  value  of 
408.  or  upwards,  and  thus  became  liable  to  contribute  towards 
a  subsidy  taken  up  in  that  year.  This  list  is  given  by  Mr. 
Cussans  in  his  appendix  to  Odsey  Hundred,  and  under  Royston 
occur  the  names  "  Thomas  Cartwright,"  assessed  for  goods 
valued  at  £36,  and  "  Michael  Cartwright "  assessed  for  goods 
valued  at  £18.     Both  these  Cartwrights  resided  at  Royston, 

1  Samuel  Clark,  Live*  appended  to  the  No.  24.  The  letters  dated  1590,  signed 
Martyr ology,  p.  16,  says :  "  Thomas  Cart-  John  Westerman  and  William  Clark, 
wright  was  born  in  Hertfordshire  about  are  supposed  to  have  been  forged  by 
the  year  1535."  Fuller,  in  his  Worthies  Undertree,  the  author  of  a  sham  plot 
of  Hertfordshire,  says,  "Thomas  Cart-  against  Archb.  Whitgift,  which  he  in- 
wright  was  born  in  this  county."  Ben-  tended  to  father  upon  the  Puritans. — 
jarain  Brook,  Lives  of  the  Puritans,  ii.  See  Strype's  Parker,  ii.  371.  See  also 
136,  repeats  this,  nor  has  he  further  S.P.O.,  I)om.  Eliz.  1573,  Dec.  11th,  vol. 
light  in  his  Memoir  of  Thomas  Cart-  93  (4),  °  A  large  collection  of  copies  of 
wright  (London :  8vo.  1845),  where  he  upwards  of  forty -five  letters  and  other 
says,  "He  was  born  in  the  county  of  papers  purporting  to  be  a  correspondence 
Hertford,  but  the  place  of  his  birth  is  between  Tho.  Browne,  Tho.  Cartwright, 
not  recorded."  Benjamin  Hanburv,  in  and  others.  The  first  being  a  warrant 
his  more  accurate  Sketch  of  the  Life  of  dated  11th  Dec.  for  the  Ecclesiastical 
Thomas  Cartwright,  B.D.,  prefixed  to  his  Commissioners  from  the  apprehension  of 
edition  of  Hooker's  Ecclesiastical  Polity  Cartwright.  The  whole  enclosed  in  a 
and  other  Works  (vol.  i.  cxxxlv— ccvi),  parchment  cover  endorsed  by  Lord 
simply  repeats  Clark ;  Cooper,  Athena  Burgh  lev  thus  :— *  1573,  A  lewd  practise 
Cantab.,  ii.  360,  says,  "  born  in  Hertford-  of  on  Nedeham,  under  collor  to  ap- 
shire."  The  following  extract  from  St.  prebend  Mr.  Cartwright  he  gat  money 
John's  College  register  of  scholars  settles  of  ye  Archb.  of  Canterbury.  1573,  A 
the  point  as  to  the  county.  (The  entries  lewd  practise  of  on  Nedeham  yt  counter- 
are  made  by  the  scholars  themselves)  : —  fetted  all  ye  lies  included  to  abuse  Dr. 
"  Admissiones  discipulorum  anno  domini  Parker  Archb.  of  Canterbury  with 
1550  5<>  novembris  ...  3.  Ego  Thomos  opinion  that  Mr.  Cartwright  was  in 
Cartwright  de  comitatu  Hardfordiae  ad-  England.' "  This  was  an  earlier  plot, 
missussumindiscipulumprofundatrice."  *  Lay  Subsidies,  37  Henry  VIII., 
First  Register  of  the  College,  I.  200.  Hertfd.  121—177,  mem.  4,  et  seqm— Cus- 
*  Lansdowne  MSB.,  B.M.,  voL  btiv.,  sans,  Odsey,  185-6. 
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and  had  property  there,  for  which  they  were,  in  1545, i 
But  they  had  also  landed  property  at  a  place  called  Whaddon,  in 
Cambridgeshire,  three  miles  north  of  Royston,  though  they  did 
not  live  there.  In  a  Lay  Subsidy,  1540,  Michael  Cartwright  and 
another  are  assessed  for  lands  at  Whaddon,  X*. ;  in  1559  Thomas 
Cartwright  is  assessed  for  land  at  Whaddon  £4,  rated  for  108.  8cLl 
Again,  in  1545,  William  Cartwright  is  assessed  at  Whaddon 
in  lands  and  goods  £13  13d.  But  in  1567,  Mr.  Cartwright, 
clerk,  is  assessed  for  lands  at  Whaddon,  £4,  rated  for  58.  4td* 

Now  Thomas  Cartwright,  the  Puritan,  says  little  or  nothing 
in  his  writings  about  himself,  except  in  a  reply  to  a  coarse 
vulgar  attack  made  upon  him  by  Matthew  Sutcliffe,  Dean  of 
Exeter,  who  accused  him,  among  other  crimes,  of  amassing 
property.  It  is  entitled,  "  A  Briefe  Apologia  of  Thomas  Cart- 
wright against  all  such  slaunderous  accusations  as  it  pleaseth 
Mr.  Sutcliffe  in  several  pamphlettes  most  injuriously  to  loade 
him  with,"  and  is  dated  1596.     In  this  Apologie  he  says: — 

"  Except  the  price  of  some  small  cottage,  I  never  purchased  any  manor 
in  my  life  ;  but  the  manor  of  Saxmundham,  in  Suffolk,  whereof  I  have 
yet  but  the  moiety,  neither  shall  have  these  fourteen  or  fifteen  years,  if 
one  Mr.  Johnsons  lease  be  available,  as  hitherto  he  hath  enjoyed  it  by  me 
who  have  not  disturbed  his  possession  .  ...  To  purchase  this  I  solde  of  the 
inheritance  my  father  and  grandfather  left,  as  faire  a  house  for  a  farme,  not 
only  as  is  in  that  town  where  it  standeth,  but  in  divers  townee  about, 

1  Record  Office,  Lay  Subsidies,  82  issue  to  remain  to  the  said  Michael  Cart- 
Henry  VIII.,  82—176,  1  Elisabeth  82 —  wright,  my  son,  and  to  his  heirs  for 
284.  The  will  of  this  Thomaa  Cartwright  ever,  which  tenement  was  late  one 
runs  th  as  :  **  1568,1,  Thomas  Cartwright,  Richard  Baseley.  I  bequeath  to  the 
of  Royston,  in  the  county  of  Hertfoid,  aaid  John  Cartwright  and  Agnes  his 
yeoman,  being  of  good  mind  and  perfect  wife  my  house  and  malting  in  Royston, 
in  memory,  praised  be  God,  do  ordain  against  the  'Greyhound,'  which  I  late 
and  constitute  this  my  last  will  and  bought  of  Edward  Chambers,  now  in  the 
testament ;  .  .  .  first,  and  principally,  I  occupation  of  Roger  Stricklan.  To 
bequeath  my  soul  unto  Almighty  God,  William  Ca:twright,  my  nephew,  40*. 
my  Saviour  and  Redeemer,  by  whose  To  every  daughter  of  William  Cart- 
bloodshedding  I  trust  only  to  be  saved.  wright,  my  late  son,  deceased,  20*.  To 
my  body  to  be  buried  in  the  church  oi  Edward  Cartwright,  the  son  of  my  son 
Royston.  I  give  to  Michael  Cartwright,  Michael.  20*.  My  executors  to  distribute 
my  son,  £10.  To  Agnes  Cartwright,  to  the  poor  on  the  day  of  my  burial  £5. 
my  daughter-in-law,  all  those  my  two  Twenty  marks  to  be  distributed  to  the 
tenements  lying  in  Royston,  in  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Royston — a  mark 
county  of  Hertford.  ...  To  Agnes  and  a  year  for  twenty  years.  .  .  .  John  Cart- 
to  John  Cartwright  her  husband,  all  wright  and  Agnes,  my  said  son  and 
that  my  tenement  with  all  and  singular  daughter-in-law,  I  appoint  my  executors 
lands,  pastures,  woods  lying  in  the  of  this  my  will,  and  my  son  Michael 
town,  parish,  and  fields  of  Whaddon,  in  supervisor  of  the  same.  Will  proved 
the  county  of  Cambridge.  .  .  .  Also  to  1564."  —  Probate  Registry,  Somerset 
the  said  John  aud  Agnes  another  tene-  House,  Stephenson  7. 
ment  in  the  said  town  of  Whaddon  *  Record  Office  Lay  Subsidies,  37  Hen. 
aforesaid,  and  for  and  in  default  of  such  VI II.,  82—211 ;  8  Elizabeth,  82—248.                  | 
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which  had  between  eight  or  nine  skoare  Acres  of  arrable  land  belonging 
unto  it,  with  commons,  meadow  and  pasture  agreable  to  the  farmes  in 
that  countrey,  by  yeere  more  than  three  times  worth  the  valew  that 
either  my  father  or  I  received  for  it,  and  yet  we  received  between  eight 
and  nine  pounds  yeerly  of  cleare  rent  discharged  of  all  quitte  rentes. 
That  Mr.  Sutcliffe  may  the  better  inquire  into  it,  the  Forme  is  situate  in 
W addon,  in  the  county  of  Cambridge,  seaven  miles  from  Cambridge, 
where  I  had  also  a  Coate  with  a  close  adjoining  unto  it,  which  I  solde 
when  I  did  sell  th'other." 

Out  of  the  carcase  comes  honey.  Matthew  SutclifiVs 
calumnies  drew  from  Oartwright  this  statement  about  himself, 
which  supplies  the  missing  link  in  the  chain  of  evidence,  enabling 
us,  though  we  cannot  fully  arrange  the  pedigree,  to  identify 
the  place  of  his  birth.  Cartwright  tells  us  that  he  inherited 
lands  in  Whaddon  from  his  father  and  grandfather,  which  they 
did  not  live  upon,  but  rented  out  to  others;  and  we  find,  in 
1567,  a  "  Mr.  Cartwright,  clerk,"  assessed  for  lands  in  Whaddon. 
But  Cartwright  himself  names  Hertford  as  the  county  out  of 
which  he  comes ;  and  we  find  in  1545,  and  later,  Cartwrights 
— Thomas  and  Michael — living  at  Royston,  but  owning  lands  at 
Whaddon.  It  is  thus  clear  that  our  Cartwright  belonged  to 
these  Royston  Cartwrights,  and  that  as  Herts  is  his  native 
county,  Royston  must  presumably  have  been  his  birthplace. 

Thomas  Cartwright  was  born  about  the  year  1535,  says 
Clark,  and  the  early  registers  of  Royston  being  lost,  we  cannot 
more  accurately  define  the  date.  His  parents  kept  him  at 
school  till  he  was  fit  for  the  University ;  he  matriculated  as  a 
sizar  of  Clare  Hall  in  November  1547,1  and  was  admitted  into 
St.  John's  College  November  5th,  1550.  "  He  there  followed 
his  studies  exceeding  hard.  ...  He  never  used  to  sleep  above 
five  hours  in  a  night,  which  custom  he  continued  to  his  dying 
day.2  In  Mary's  reign  "  he  betook  himself  to  the  service  of 
a  lawyer";  but  upon  Elizabeth's  accession  he  returned  to  St. 
John's,  under  Dr.  Filkington  as  master.  In  1560  he  was  chosen 
Fellow  of  that  college,  and  took  the  degree  of  M.A.,  was  ap- 
pointed junior  Dean  10th  January,  1561-2,  and  three  years 
after  removed  to  a  Fellowship  in  Trinity,  where  he  was  in  or 
before  1564  made  one  of  the  eight  senior  fellows.  On  August 
7th,  1564,  Elizabeth  coming  to  Cambridge,  Cartwright  was  one 

»  Cooper,  Athena  Cantab.,  ii  860.  *  Clark's  Lives  as  before,  p.  16. 
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of  those  chosen  to  take  a  prominent  part  as  a  disputant  before 
her  on  the  Philosophy  Act  In  1567  he  commenced  B.D.  He 
preached  against  the  surplice,  and  in  1567  all  the  members  of 
Trinity  College  except  three  appeared  in  chapel  without  it. 
In  1569  he  was  elected  Lady  Margaret's  Divinity  Reader.  So 
famous  was  he  that  when  his  turn  came  to  preach  at  St.  Mary's, 
u  the  sexton  was  fain  to  take  down  the  windows  by  reason  of 
the  multitudes  that  came  to  hear  him."  Discovering  in  his 
lectures  on  the  Book  of  the  Acts,  his  judgment  about  Church 
discipline,  it  was  taken  as  dangerous  to  the  hierarchy.  Dr. 
May,  vice-chancellor,  admonished  him  and  withdrew  his 
stipend.  On  August  11th,  1670,  he  was  "stayed  from  reading  " 
through  Whitgift's  influence,  in  spite  of  a  letter  from  Burghley, 
the  chancellor,  and  the  sympathy  of  the  students ; l  and  on 
December  11th,  1570,  Whitgift  being  made  vice-chancellor, 
deprived  him  of  his  professorship,  and  inhibited  him  from 
preaching  within  the  university  and  its  jurisdiction.  The 
chancellor,  Sir  William  Cecil,  afterwards  Lord  Burghley, 
wrote,  u  As  a  Reader  of  the  Scripture,  Cartwright's  purpose  is 
to  give  notes  by  way  of  comparison  between  the  Order  of  the 
Ministry  in  the  times  of  the  Apostles,  and  the  present  times 
now  in  this  Church  of  England."  Cartwright's  articles  for 
which  he  was  silenced  were ; — 

"  1.  The  names  and  offices  called  Archbishops  and  Archdeacons  should 
be  abolished.  2.  Bishops  and  Deacons  are  the  two  offices  in  the  church 
named  in  the  Scriptures,  the  bishop  to  attend  to  the  word  and  prayer,  the 
deacon  to  look  after  the  poor.  3.  Church  government  does  not  rest  with 
bishops,  chancellors,  or  archdeacons  officials,  but  with  the  minister  and 
presbytery  of  each  church.  4.  Every  minister  should  have  the  charge  of 
one  particular  flock.  5.  No  one  should  seek  the  ministry  as  a  candidate. 
6.  Ministers  are  not  to  be  created  by  bishops  or  by  conclaves,  the  election 
should  be  made  by  the  church." 

Silenced  at  Cambridge  and  throughout  its  jurisdiction, 
and   knowing  that  there  was  a  warrant  out  for  his  arrest, 

1  S.P.O.,  Domestic,  Elizabeth,  vol.  78  Bimon  Burke,  Robert  Tower,  Edmondus 

ill),  a  letter  to  Burghley.  signed  Bdw.  Rockrey,    Robertus    Soome,    Robertas 

Iawford,  John  Whitgift,  Henry  Harvey,  Rhodes,    Edmundus    Chapman,    Hugo 

dated  August  11th,  1570,  followed  by  Hoothe,  William  Tabor,  Gualterus  Alen, 

one  in    Latin  in  Cart w right's  behalf,  Robertus     Holland,    Joannes     Moore, 

dated  August  18th,  1 670,  given  in  Strype,  Thomas  Barbar,  John  Knewstns,  Thomas 

AnnaU,  II.,  ii.  416,  and  signed :— Thomas  Leache,  Edmundus  Sherbroke,  Robertus 

Aldrich,  Ruben  Sherwood  (Procurator  Willian,  Richardus  Grenham,  G-eorgius 

Acad.),  Alanus  Par,   Rogeras  Browne,  Slater. 
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Cartwright  fled  to  Geneva ;  and  Beza  writes,  "  There  is  now 
with  us  your  countryman,  Thomas  Cartwright,  than  whom  I 
think  the  sun  does  not  see  a  more  learned  man/1  He  returned 
to  England  in  1572,  and  visited  John  Field  and  Thomas 
Wilcocks,  then  prisoners  in  Newgate  for  writing  the  famous 
Admonition  to  Parliament.  Cartwright  boldly  published  a 
Second  Admonition,  to  which  Whitgifb  replied,  and  Cart- 
wright again  answered  Whitgifb.  The  controversy  occupied 
the  attention  of  all  England.  Foiled  in  argument,  the  prelatic 
party  resorted  to  persecution,  and  on  December  11th,  1573, 
issued  a  warrant  for  Cartwright's  apprehension.  He  escaped 
their  hands,  and  went  to  Heidelberg ;  and  was  chosen  preacher 
to  the  English  merchants  first  at  Antwerp,  and  afterwards  at 
Middleborough.  In  1576  he  visited  Guernsey,  and  assisted  in 
settling  the  discipline  of  the  churches  in  the  Channel  Islands. 
In  March  1577-8 x  Cartwright  married  Alice,  the  sister  of  John 
Stubbs,  of  Lincoln's  Inn,  who  made  him  an  excellent  wife,  and 
by  whom  he  had  five  children.  He  returned  to  Antwerp  with 
his  bride,  and  continued  his  ministrations  to  the  congregation 
there,  declining,  in  1582,  an  invitation  to  the  chair  of  Divinity 
at  St.  Andrews.  In  1583  he  was  earnestly  solicited  by  the 
Earl  of  Leicester  and  Sir  Francis  Walsingham,  to  prepare  a 
confutation  of  the  Rhemish  New  Testament,  the  latter  sending 
£100  to  buy  books  and  other  necessaries  for  the  work.  A  letter 
was  written  by  "  sundry  learned  men  to  provoke  and  encourage 
him  to  the  answering  of  the  Rhemists."2  The  ministers  of 
Suffolk  and  London  also  exhorted  him  to  the  undertaking.  He 
complied,  though  Archbishop  Whitgift  wrote  forbidding  him  to 
proceed  further  with  it ;  and  when  the  work  was  ready  for 
the  press  Whitgift  prohibited  its  publication,  and  it  did  not 
appear  till  fifteen  years  after  Cartwright's  death.  In  1 585  he 
returned  to  England,  and  Bishop  Aylmer  sent  him  to  prison  in 

1  Stubbs,  in  a  letter  dated  Buxton  she  permitted  the  author  and  the  dis- 

Wellfl,   March  19th,    1677.   says,   "  We  perser  to  undergo  the  sentence  of  their 

have  no  news  here  but  that  Mr.  Cart-  right  hands  being  cut  off,  by  driving  a 

wright  hath  married  my  sister."    Brook,  cleaver  through  the  wrists  with  a  mallet. 

Life  of  Cartwight.  p.  219.    Stubbs,  in  *  Prefixed  to  Cartwright's  Uommen- 

1679,    published   The  discovery   of  the  tarv,  addressed  Venerande  Cartwrighte, 

gaping  gulf  whereunto  England  it  like  to  and  signed  Roger  Good.  John   Field, 


gaping  gulf  whereunto  England,  it  like  to  and  signed  Roger  Good,  John   Field, 

be  twauowed  by  another  French  marriage,  Wm.  Whittaker,  Nicholas  Crane,  Thos. 

a  work  which  so  incensed  Elizabeth,  that,  Crooke,  Giles  Seintler,  John  Ireton,  Rd. 

not  content  with  suppressing  the  book,  Gardener,  Wm.  Fulke,  Wm.  Charke. 
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April ;  but  in  June,  through  Lord  Burghle/s  influence,  he  was 
released,  and  his  friend,  the  Earl  of  Leicester,  made  him  master 
of  his  hospital  at  Warwick,  and  this  gave  him  a  settled  home. 
In  1590,  when  visiting  London,  he  was  seized  and  committed 
to  the  Fleet  by  Whitgift  and  the  High  Commission  for  refusing 
to  take  the  oath  ex  officio.  He  wrote  to  Lord  Burghley,  saying, 
that "  the  hospital  was  the  principal  means  for  the  maintenance 
of  himself,  his  wife,  and  five  small  children."  Soon  after  this 
one  of  his  children  died.  He  writes  to  Lord  Burghley  that  he 
had  been  eighteen  weeks  in  an  unhealthy  prison,  and  desired 
to  be  discharged  that  he  might  return  home,  "  since  it  hath 
lately  pleased  God  to  take  away  one  of  my  children  by  death." 
Lord  Burghley  obtained  his  discharge,  and  Cartwright  wrote 
a  letter  of  thanks  dated  Hackney,  21st  May,  1592.  On  his 
way  back  to  Warwick  he  preached  at  St.  Mary's,  Cambridge ; 
"  grave  men  ran  like  boys  in  the  streets  to  get  places  in  the 
church." l  At  Warwick  he  remained  till  his  death.  Mr.  Sut- 
cliffe  says,  "  He  telleth  us  not  what  he  gave  with  his  daughter 
Mary,  nor  what  he  meaneth  to  give  with  his  other  daughters ; 
nor  dare  he  show  what  sheep  and  cattle  he  hath,  nor  what  his 
wife  hath  got  by  making  malt."1  He  died  December  27th, 
1603,  aged  sixty-eight  years,  and  his  remains  were  deposited 
in  St.  Mary's  church,  Warwick,  when  John  Dod  preached  his 
funeral  sermon.  His  antagonist,  Whitgift,  survived  him  only 
two  months.     The  following  is  Thomas  Cartwright's  will : — 

M  In  the  name  of  God,  Amen.  I,  Thomas  Cartwright,  minister  of 
the  hospital  of  the  Earle  of  Leicester,  in  Warwick,  through  the  gowte 
and  the  stoane  living  rather  uppon  my  weake,  than  uppon  my  sick  bed, 
make  this  my  last  will  and  testament  in  manner  and  form  following. 
First,  I  bequeath  my  sowle  into  the  hand  of  Almightie  God,  who  hath 
redeemed  me  with  the  most  precious  blood  of  his  owne  and  onely  Sonne 
Jesus  Christe,  my  Saviour  and  Redeemer,  from  all  my  sinnes.  And  my 
bodie  to  be  layed  up  in  the  churchyard  of  the  place  where  it  shall  please 
the  Lord  to  call  me  out  of  this  life,  without  pompe  and  superstition  used 
in  the  Popish  synagogues  in  times  past,  to  the  uttermost  of  that  the  same 
maie  be  done  with  the  peace  of  the  church,  where  it  shall  please  the  Lord 
I  shall  be  buried.  Then  I  give  to  the  use  of  the  poore  schollers  in  Cam- 
bridge that  shall  imploy  themselves  to  serve  the  Lord  in  ministry  of  the 
Gospell,  the  somme  of  twentie  marks  of  good  and  lawful  money  of 

»  Brook,  p.  828  *  Examination  of  Mr.  Tko.  Cartwrigkt't 

Late  Apologit,  4to,  1696. 
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England,  to  be  distributed  by  the  advice  of  Maister  doctor  Montague  and 
Master  Lawrence  Chaderton,  if  they  be  then  residing  in  the  Universitie, 
or  else  by  such  as  my  wife  shall  make  choice  of  with  the  advice  of  my 
sonnes,  Maister  Lockey  and  Maister  Wilmer,  which  money  shall  be  dis- 
tributed within  one  haulf  year  next  after  my  departure.  Provided  that 
such  as  are  of  Trinity,  Saint  John's,  and  Sidney  College,  shall  be  preferred 
if,  in  povertie  and  Hkeliness  of  being  serviceable  unto  the  Church,  they 
equal  others.  Then  I  give  to  the  poor  of  Warwick  to  be  distributed 
within  the  tearme  aforesaid  the  somme  of  forty  shillings  of  lawf ull  money 
of  England.  Item,  towards  the  orderly  and  honest  finding  of  my  brother, 
William  Cartwright,  during  his  natural  life  fourtie  shillings  to  be 
paid  yearly  by  even  portions  at  the  feast  of  the  annunciation  of  the 
blessed  Virgin  and  St.  Michael  the  Archangel  orderly  and  honest,  I  mean 
that  he  be  kept  from  wandring  and  ranginge  abroad  from  place  to  place, 
without  which  honest  and  orderly  keeping  of  himself  I  give  nothing. 
Item,  To  my  son  Samuell  towards  his  maintenance  yearly  in  all  good 
learning,  that  especially  that  may  best  fit  him  to  .the  Ministerie  of  the 
Worde,  whereunto  it  maie  please  the  Lorde  to  call  him,  t  wen  tie  pound  of 
good  and  lawful  money  of  England.  And  if  my  executors  shall  recover 
the  debts  due  by  obligation  from  Mr.  Hunte,  Nevell  and  Pointer,  and 
also  if  it  fall  out  that  my  wife  marry  again,  then  I  will  that  my  executors 
shall  paie  to  my  sonne  Samuell  the  somme  of  one  hundred  pounds  to  be 
delivered  into  his  hands  if  he  be  one  and  twentie  yeares  of  age  or  above, 
or  else  to  be  left  in  the  hands  of  my  sonnes,  Wilmer  and  Lockey,  to  his 
use.  Item,  I  give  to  my  daughter  Martha,  for  her  better  advancement 
in  marriage,  the  somme  of  £200  or  above  that  my  executors  shall  think 
meet  to  be  paid  within  two  years  next  after  marriage,  soe  that  she  be 
married  by  the  advice  of  her  mother,  or  of  my  sons  Lockey  and  Wilmer, 
if  my  wife  die  before  assurance.  Item,  I  give  to  my  sonnes  and  daughters, 
in  token  of  love  toward  every  one  of  them  a  ring  of  the  value  of  ten 
shillings.  To  my  brother  John,  together  with  my  best  cloake,  forty 
shillings  of  good  and  lawf  ull  money  of  England.  To  every  of  my  ser- 
vants over  and  above  their  wages,  five  shillings.  The  rest  of  all  my 
goods,  debts,  and  chattels  undevised,  I  give  to  my  loving  and  faithful 
wife,  Alice  Cartwright.  And  of  this  my  last  Will  and  Testament  appoint 
the  Executors,  my  Sonnes,  Mr.  Wilmer  and  Mr.  Lockey.  Written  10th 
May  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1603.  Thomas  Cartwright  :  sealed  and 
subscribed  in  the  presence  of  us,  Hercules  Cloveley,  William  Maycock, 
Richard  Sibbard.  Proved  23rd  February,  1603.  Andrew  Wilmer  and 
William  Lockey,  executors."1 

From  this  document  it  is  clear  that  Thomas  Cartwright  had 
two  brothers,  William  and  John,  living  in  1G03,  that  his  wife, 
Alice,  was  then  alive,  that  he  had  one  son,  Samuel  by  name, 
and  that  he  had  three  daughters,  two  of  whom  were  married 

1  Probate  Registry,  Somerset  House,  26  Harte. 
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to  his  executors,  Andrew  Wilmer  and  William  Lockey,  his 
sons-in-law,  and  the  third  unmarried  named  Martha.1  The 
John  Cartwright,  son  of  Thomas,  of  Royston,  to  whom,  with 
Agnes  his  wife,  Thomas,  of  Royston,  bequeathed  certain  pro- 
perty in  the  town,  was  also  possessor  of  certain  property 
obtained  "  by  the  devise  and  grant  of  the  said  Sir  Robert 
Chester,8  one  tenement  in  Royston,  in  the  place  called  the 
middle  lane  with  an  acre." 

The  early  Puritanism  of  this  town  appears  in  the  following 
petition : — 

"  A  petition  exhibited  by  the  people  near  adjacent  unto  the  town  of 
Royston,  November  6th,  1604.  Most  gracious  and  undoubted  sovereign. 
In  most  humble  wise  we  your  loyal  subjects  of  the  parishes  near  adjacent 
do  most  earnestly  upon  our  knees  beseech  and  in  treat  your  most  excellent 
Majesty.  That  whereas  in  the  days  of  our  late  deceased  sovereign  of 
happy  memory,  and  until  this  time  also  under  your  Highness'  most  blessed 
government  we  have  enjoyed  the  great  benefit  of  faithful  Pastors,  through 
whose  ministry  we  have  been  taught,  and  brought  from  darkness  unto 
light,  and  from  the  power  of  Satan  unto  God ;  by  whose  doctrine  and 
example  also  we  have  been  taught  and  trained  up,  as  to  give  to  (rod  the 
things  that  are  God's,  so  in  like  sort  to  give  unto  Caesar  that  which  unto 
him  belongeth.  But  now  (dear  Sovereign)  those  worthy  lights  are  in 
part  extinguished,  and  we  gravely  threatened  to  be  deprived  of  the  rem- 
nant that  are  left,  unless  your  sacred  Maj^)  who  only  is  our  hope  of  help 
upon  earth)  do,  out  of  the  bowels  of  your  compassion  to  the  souls  of  us 
and  our  posterity,  stretch  out  your  royal  authority  for  our  relief  in  con- 
tinuing and  encouraging  amongst  us  our  worthy  guides  ;  not  suffering  us 
to  be  committed  unto  idle  shepherds  that  cannot  feed  us,  or  careless 
shepherds  who  aim  wholly  at  the  gain  of  the  fleece,  and  neglect  the  safety 
of  the  flock.  If  that  the  loss  (dear  Sovereign)  extended  but  to  our  bodies 
and  goods,  we  would  with  silence  and  cheerfulness  prostrate  them  at  your 

1  For  a  complete  list  of  Thomas  Cart-  and  Robert  Devereux,  second  Earl  of 

Wright's  works,  see  Cooper,  Athena  Can-  Essex,  is  the  Turtledove.     In  his  will 

tab,  where  twenty-eight  are  named,  filling  dated  May  3rd,  1638,  he  leaves  to  his 

three  pages,  ii.  363—866.  son,  Robert  Chester,  D.D.,  £100,  with 

*  Sir  Rol  ert  Chester,  of  Royston,  was  which  to  educate  my  godson  ;  to  his  son, 

eldest  son  of  William  Chester,  of  Chipping  Granado  Chester,  D.D.,  £l  00  j  to  his  eon, 

Barnet,  and  Maud  his  wife;  born  25th  Robert  Chester,  D.D.,  and  his  wife,  £10 

November,  1610;  admitted  to  Gray's  Inn,  each    for   mourning;    and  to  his    son, 

1532;  purchased  from  Henry  VIII.  the  Robert,  my  godson,  £100.     To  each  of 

priory  at  Royston,  December  29th,  1539,  my  grandchildren  a  ring  with  this  posy, 

for  £1,761  5i. ;  became  High  Sheriff  of  Chrtstus  unica  sal  vs.    To  Mr.  More,  vicar 

Herts  in  1565;  died  25th  November,  1674,  of  Royston,  20*.  and  a  gown.     To  Dr. 

and  was  buried  at  Royston.    Love's  Afar-  Smith,  vicar  of  Bark  way,  20*.     Fuller, 

tyrt  by  him,  is  dedicated  to  Lady  Ander-  Worthies'  Library,  Grosart's    Introduc- 

son,  who  was  Magdalen,   daughter  of  tian  and  Note*  to  Chester's  Love'*  Martyr, 

Christopher  Smyth,  of  Annables.   Queen  p.  76. 
Elizabeth  is  the  Phoenix  in  this  poem, 
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Majfcy'8  feet  to  do  you  service  ;  but,  alas !  through  the  want  of  them  the 
souls  of  us  and  our  posterity  are  exposed  to  certain  and  inevitable  ruin, 
according  to  the  saying  of  Solomon.  '  when  vision  faileth,  then  the  people 
perish/  Hearken,  therefore  (most  gracious  Sovereign)  to  the  hearty  cries 
of  us  your  humble  suppliants,  that  as  we  have  praised  God  for  your 
peaceable  and  happy  entrance  into  this  kingdom,  so  we  may  be  further 
bound  to  pray  to  Him  for  the  continuance  of  your  excellent  Maj1*,  and 
your  royal  issue,  to  reign  over  us  till  the  appearing  of  Christ  Jesus." ! 

The  tone  of  this  petition,  the  description  of "  the  faithful 
pastors"  as  contrasted  with  "the  idle  shepherds,"  and  the 
Scripture  quotations  which  run  throughout,  furnish  evidence* 
irrefragable  of  the  Protestant  and  Puritan  spirit  of  the  town 
of  Royston  in  1604.  We  wish  more  had  come  down  to  us 
concerning  these  faithful  pastors,  but  we  have  the  record  only 
of  their  names.  The  petition  was  one  of  many  sent  in  hope 
to  a  King  who  soon  at  the  Hampton  Court  Conference  said  of 
the  Puritans,  "  I  shall  make  them  conform  themselves,  or  I 
will  harry  them  out  of  the  land,  or  else  do  worse."8  The 
minister  who  came  was  Thomas  Green,  who  was  here  before 
1610,  when  he  gave  in  a  statement  of  the  sources  of  his  income, 
viz.,  "  12d.  in  the  pound  on  the  rents  of  the  inhabitants'  houses, 
and  a  vicarage  house  and  garden."  He  was  here  till  1634,  and 
in  an  inscription  under  the  readers  seat  describes  himself, 
"  Thomas  Green,  minister,  1618." 

William  Moore  was  appointed  vicar  January  27th,  1634,  on 
the  death  of  Green,  by  Sir  R.  Chester;  he  was  also  vicar  of 
Kimpton  and  rector  of  Hormead  Parva.  In  an  account  of 
arrears  of  payment  of  ship-money  in  1637,  Richard  Parker  and 
John  Shelford,  of  Royston,  are  described  as  "gone  to  New 
England." 8  Moore  took  the  covenant,  signed  the  petition  of 
Herts  ministers  praying  for  government  according  thereto,  and 
retaining  Hormead  Parva,  he  gave  up  Kimpton  and  Royston. 
In  1660  he  was  restored,  but  died  in  1662,  when  Samuel  Mills 
came.  The  Commissioners  to  inquire  touching  Church  livings 
in  1650  give  the  following : — 

"  Joseph  Ainger,  Thomas  Offield,  and  Henry  Baines  present  as  fol- 
loweth.     Whereas  the  town  of  Royston  was  in  five  several  parishes,  and 

1  Harleian  MSB.,  677,  fol.  44.    A  fac-  *  Gardiner,  Jamet  /.,  chap.   iii.  (ed. 

simile  copy  of  the  document  in  part  is       1883,  i.  157). 

given  by  Mr.  Cnssans,  Odtey,  118.  3  S.P.O.,  Charles  L   1687.  Donuitic, 

toI.  clxvi. 
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after  the  32nd  of  Henry  Yin.  the  church  of  the  late  priory  of  Royston 
is  made  parish  church  and  a  vicar  perpetual,  the  tithes  are  worth  £5 
per  awnutn,  and  the  tithes  of  corn,  hay,  wool,  lambs,  and  calves  were 
apportioned  to  the  parsons  of  the  five  parishes  as  before  this  Act,  and  the 
vicar  of  Royston  to  have  other  tithes,  offerings,  oblations,  obventions, 
and  other  ecclesiastical  dues  ;  and  the  five  parishes  to  have  the  like  reme- 
dies for  their  tithes  of  corn,  wool,  lambs,  and  calves  as  before  the  passing 
of  this  statute."  They  further  describe  the  place  as  "  destitute  of  a 
minister,  for  want  of  maintenance."  "  For  Royston  is  nearer  to  them 
by  two  miles,  and  we  conceive  fitter  that  they  may  have  places  in  Royston 
church  for  the  service  of  God.  And  we  find  this  inconvenient,  that 
Royston  standing  on  the  confines  of  Hartford  and  Cambridgeshire,  part 
of  the  houses  being  in  two  several  parishes  in  Hartf ordshire,  and  the 
other  part  thereof  being  in  three  several  parishes  in  Cambridgeshire,  the 
constables  not  having  power  to  execute  warrants  out  of  their  proper 
parishes,  great  disorders  frequently  escape  unpunished,  by  reason  the 
offenders  shift  out  of  one  of  the  parishes  into  another,  which  is  cause  of 
unsufferable  disorders  in  inns,  ale-houses,  eta"1 

la  1654  John  Gardiner  is  named  as  minister  of  Royston, 
and  his  appointment  is  officially  confirmed  thus  in  1656  : — 

M  October  3rd,  1656.  Ordered  that  the  yearly  sum  of  £50  be  graunted 
unto  the  minister  of  Royston,  in  ye  county  of  Hertford,  his  Highness  and 
counceil  having  the  26th  June  last  approved  thereof,  and  that  the  same 
be  from  tyme  to  tyme  paid  unto  Mr.  John  Gardner,  minister  of  Royston 
aforesaid  (approved  according  to  the  ordinance  for  approbation  of  pub- 
lique  preachers  the  20th  day  of  August,  1656)  out  of  the  rents  and  profitts 
of  the  rectory  of  Bassingborne,  in  ye  county  of  Cambridge,  the  same  to 
be  accompted  from  the  29th  day  of  September  last,  and  to  be  from  time 
to  time  continued  and  paid  unto  the  said  Mr.  Gardiner  for  such  tyme  as 
he  shall  discharge  the  duty  of  the  minister  of  ye  sayd  place,  or  till  further 
order  of  these,  trustees  ;  and  John  Jeofferson,  recr,  is  hereby  appointed  to 
pay  the  same  unto  him  accordingly,  provided  that  this  order  be  first  entered 
with  the  auditor.  Jo.  Thorowgood,  Edw.  Cressett,  Jo.  Focock,  Rich. 
Sydenham,  Jo.  Humfrey.,,  * 

John  Gardiner  had  already  left  in  1660,  for  in  that  year  the 

eminent  Nathaniel  Ball  came,  and  was  ejected  in  1662.     The 

following  is  a  list  of  the  vicars  from  1563  to  1662  : — 

1563.  Florentine  Stevenson.  1634.  William  Moore. 

1567.  William  Aspley.  1650.  Vacant. 

1574.  Christopher  Jackson.  1654.  John  Gardiner. 

1581.  Nicholas  Servien.  1660.  Nathaniel  Ball. 

1609.  Thomas  Green.  1662.  Samuel  Mills.1 

»  Lambeth  MSS.,  Survey  of  1650,  No.  *  Lambeth  MSS.,  Augmentation*,  972, 

10 ;  see  also  No.    3,  fol.    238.     Lansd.       fol.  607. 
MSS.  459,  fol.  108.  «  See  Newcourt,  Repert^  i.  867. 
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Nathaniel  Ball,  who,  as  we  have  seen,  was  ejected  from  Barley  in 
1660  to  make  way  for  the  old  incumbent,  "  came  to  Boyston,  three  miles 
off,  where  he  was  at  once  chosen  their  public  minister.  Here  his  zeal  for 
God  and  love  for  souls  made  him  lay  himself  out  in  an  extraordinary 
manner.  He  set  up  a  lecture  on  the  market  day,  which  was  blessed  with 
great  success.  He  had  his  public  hour  of  prayer  daily,  between  twelve 
and  one,  to  which  many  Christians  resorted.  On  Bartholomew  Day,  1662, 
he  quitted  his  public  ministry,  to  the  great  grief  of  his  parish,  and  the 
Christians  of  that  neighbourhood.  Though  he  had  a  wife  and  several 
children,  and  a  prospect  of  more  (they  increased  at  length  to  thirteen,  he 
having  ten  sons  and  three  daughters),  yet  the  tenderness  of  his  conscience 
kept  him  from  conformity.  He  continued,  however,  for  some  time  in 
the  town,  going  up  and  down  as  opportunity  afforded,  preaching  to  and 
exhorting  such  as  came  in  his  way.  And  he  travelled  many  miles  thus 
doing,  with  great  success,  till  the  Oxford  Act  (1665).  Then  he  removed 
five  miles  off,  where  he  lived  peaceably,  and  won  upon  many  that  differed 
from  him,  by  his  moderation,  sweetness  of  deportment,  and  holy  conver- 
sation. He  lived  about  seven  years  in  a  small  village  (Little  Chishill)  in 
Essex,  where  he  was  screened  by  Mr.  Robert  Parr,  his  brother-in-law,  a 
worthy,  serious,  comforting  minister  ;  and  having  a  convenient  house  to 
preach  in  of  a  pious  widow  gentlewoman,  many  judicious  Christians 
attended  his  ministry,  and  came,  some  five,  some  ten  miles,  on  Lord's 
days  to  hear  him.  He  preached  also  occasionally  in  Cambridge,  Epping, 
Beyford,  and  several  other  places,  nor  were  his  labours  without  success 
He  would  often  say  that  he  never  enjoyed  more  of  the  presence  of  God 
than  he  did  in  that  poor  place.  He  was  contented  with  any  mean  way  of 
living  so  that  he  might  bring  some  glory  to  God.  He  lived  in  a  cottage 
of  40*.  a  year  rent ;  and  he  never  received  above  £20  a  year  for  all  his 
labours  after  he  was  ejected  ;  he  relied  on  Providence,  and  would  often 
say  to  the  praise  of  Divine  goodness  that  '  he  never  lived  better  than 
when  he  knew  not  how  to  live.' " ! 

In  1668  we  find  Ball  taking  part  with  Scanderet,  Barnard, 
Havers,  Coleman,  and  Billio  in  two  public  disputes  with  George 
Whitehead  the  Quaker.  And  in  1669  he  is  returned  to  Sheldon 
as  being  teacher  to  a  conventicle  at  Thaxted  in  connection 
with  Scanderet  and  Billio.  On  the  declaration  of  Indulgence 
Ball,  who  is  then  described  as  of  Nether  Chishill,  was  licensed 
to  be  a  u  general  Presbyterian  teacher  in  any  allowed  place, 
May  25th,  1672."  In  June  1672  he  had  left  ChisweU  and 
come  to  Epping,  and  his  house  there  was  then  licensed  to  be  a 
Presbyterian  meeting  place,  and  he  himself,  in  August,  was 
licensed  "  to  be  a  Presbyterian  teacher  in  his  own  house  "  there. 

1  Calamy,  Account,  362—366  j  Palmer's  None.  Mem.,  ii.  309  ;  Davids'  Euex,  598-9. 
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When  his  goods  were  seized  for  his  preaching  contrary  to  the 
existing  law,  he  took  it  joyfully,  and  heartily  prayed  for  his 
enemies.  He  said  to  a  neighbouring  minister,  "  I  bless  God  I 
never  conformed ;  I  have  now  the  comfort  of  it."  He  died 
September  18th,  168],  in  the  fifty-eighth  year  of  his  age.  He 
left  his  papers  to  his  friend  Thomas  Gouge,  then  minister  of 
St.  Sepulchre's,  London,  who  died  a  few  weeks  after  him, 
October  29th,  1681.  They  came  into  the  hands  of  John 
Faldo,  an  ejected  minister,  who  published  a  volume  of  Ball's 
writings,  entitled  Spiritual  Bondage  and  Freedom,  sermons 
on  John  viii.  36,  Lond.,  1683,  8vo,  and  dedicated  to  "  the  truly 
virtuous  Lady  Archer  (wife  of  Sir  John),  of  Coopersail,  Essex," 
one  of  Ball's  numerous  friends.  There  is  also  attributed  to 
Bali  Christ,  the  Hope  of  Glory,  sermons  on  Col.  i.  27.  His 
son,  John  Ball,  born  at  Barley  1655,  was  educated  under 
Mr.  John  Short,  also  the  son  of  a  minister  ejected  from  Lyme- 
Regis,  in  Dorset.  He  likewise  studied  at  Utrecht ;  and  spoke 
Latin  with  great  fluency,  could  read  any  book  in  Greek  with 
the  same  ease  as  English,  and  generally  carried  the  Hebrew 
Psalter  into  the  pulpit  to  expound  from  it.  He  was  for  many 
years  the  reverend  minister  of  a  congregation  at  Honiton,  in 
Devon,  where  he  died,  May  6th,  1745,  in  the  ninety-first  year 
of  his  age.1 

Joseph  Oddy,  M.A.,  ejected  from  his  fellowship  and  the 
vicarage  of  Meldred,  in  Cambridgeshire,  is  reported  in  the  spy 
books  as  an  assistant  to  Mr.  Holcroft,  living  three  miles  from 
Royston,  at  Mildred,  where  are  conventicles  of  many  hundreds 
both  Independents  and  Baptists,  and  again  as  "  an  assistant  to 
Holcroft  and  Lock,  who  rides  by  turns  with  the  said  Lock 
into  Hertfordshire,  Cambridgeshire,  and  Bedfordshire  to  gather 
a  concourse  of  people  to  their  meetings."  * 

In  1662  proceedings  were  taken  contra  Robert  Gal  ward, 
Thomas  Galward,  John  Archer,  Jas.  Frier,  Myles  Thurgood, 

»  Tonlmin,  History  of  Dissenters,  254.  Hall  he  was  chamber-fellow  with  John 

*  Spy  Book,  a  P.O.,  Davids,  Annalt  Tillotson,     afterwards    Archbishop    of 

of  Evangelical  Nonconformity  in  Essex.  Canterbury.    He  died  at  Triploe,  Camb., 

621.     Thomas  Locke  was  a  scholar  of  1692.    Palmer  says,  u  There  is  scarcely  a 

Trinity.     Francis  Holcroft  was  ejected  village  in  Cambridgeshire  but  some  old 

in  1660  from  a  fellowship  in  Clare  Hall,  person  can  show  yon  the  barn  where 

Cambridge.    He  was  son  of  Sir  H.  Hoi-  Holcroft  preached. w     In  Hertfordshire 

croft,  Kt.,  whose  name  appears  on  the  his   congregations   extended  as  far  as 

Clauis  as  one  of  the  elder*  of  the  parish  Hitchin.— Palmer,  Noncon.  Memorial,  I 

of  East  Ham.    While  a  pupil  of  Clare  259— 2U  2. 
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John  Braine,  Robt.  Finch,  Richd.  Glenister,  all  of  Royston,  for 
refusing  to  bring  their  children  to  church  before  the  congrega- 
tion to  be  baptized,  or  cause  them  to  be  brought.  In  1663 
Thomas  Haggard,  ludimagister,  was  presented  for  teaching 
school  without  a  licence,  and  for  that  he  hath  one  or  two 
children  that  were  never  baptized  in  the  parish  church,  and 
that  he  seldom  resorteth  to  the  parish  church  to  hear  Divine 
service  on  the  days  appointed  by  law.  In  1667  John  Brand, 
of  Royston,  was  presented  for  not  procuring  his  children  to  be 
baptized  according  to  the  orders  of  the  Church  of  England. 
Also  Thomas  Webster  for  the  same.  In  1683,  on  September 
28th,  proceedings  were  taken  in  the  Archdeacon's  Court  contra 
Samuel  Wright,  of  Royston,  for  not  receiving  the  Sacrament 
at  Easter  or  Whitsuntide  last;  his  wife  8imilr.  John  May- 
nard  and  his  wife,  Thomas  Browne,  Gregory  Brand,  John 
Bur  and  his  wife,  Thos.  Keightley  and  his  wife,  Thos.  Lilly 
and  his  wife,  Pearson,  Elizabeth,  wife  of  John  Mayes,  the  wife 
of  Geo.  Hewes,  John  Robbins  and  his  wife,  Will  Lee  and  his 
wife,  Th.  Hefford  and  his  wife,  Susan,  wife  of  Edw.  Crowch, 
Daniel  Hurt,  Whitehead,  Wm.  Thurgood  and  his  wife,  Ash  well, 
Humfrey,  etc.,  eighty-nine  names  in  all,  and  all  for  not  receiv- 
ing the  Sacrament.1  In  1685  Thomas  Bunnion  and  his  wife 
of  Royston,  for  not  receiving  the  Communion. 

The  following  registrations  of  places  of  meeting  for  religious 
worship  for  Protestant  Dissenters  occur  in  the  lists  at  Somerset 
House : — 

"  No.  51.  Royston.  A  place  of  meeting  for  Protestant  Dissenters  certi- 
fied at  Michaelmas  Sessions,  1691." 

"  No.  79.  Royston.  The  like  certified  by  Richard  Darnell,  of  Royston, 
Easter,  1696." 

44  No.  163.  The  house  of  Wm.  Mayes,  at  Royston,  for  Presbyterians, 
certified  by  Wm.  Bedford.    4th  October,  1705." 

"  No.  164.  The  house  of  Daniel  Hurst,  at  Royston,  for  Presbyterians, 
certified  by  Wm.  Bedford.    4th  October,  1705." 

"  No.  1696.  The  house  of  John  Searle,  at  Royston,  certified  by  John 
Searle.    27th  November,  1830." 

"  Royston.  Building  in  Back  Street  certified  for  Protestants,  September 
3rd,  1833,  by  John  Geo.  Fordham.  [Meeting-house  Book,  Archd.  of 
Huntingdon.1'] 

Old  Meeting-House  (now  John  Street  Chapel),  Royston. 

»  Acta,  Archd,  of  liiddlese*  at  Chelmsford. 
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— From  the  history  of  the  Church  assembling  for  Divine  worship 
here,  it  appears  that  the  foundation  of  Dissent  from  the  Esta- 
blishment was  laid  in  Royston  about  1662,  by  Nath.  Ball,  of 
Barley,  and  John  Hunt,  of  Sutton,  Cambs.,  both  being  ejected 
from  their  livings  by  the  wicked  Act  of  Uniformity.  The  first 
historical  memorials  record  that  in  1700  a  church  was  formed 
of  the  Congregational  order  under  the  pastoral  care  of  William 
Bedford,  a  student  of  the  University  of  Cambridge,  who  was 
brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth  by  accidentally  hearing 
a  sermon  by  John  Bunyan,  preached  at  Melbourn,  Cambs. 
The  first  church-book  begins  with  a  list  of  thirty-two  Articles 
of  Belief,  and  a  Church  Covenant  signed  by  sixty-five  members. 
On  the  resignation  of  W.  Jameson,  through  ill-health,  in  1791, 
a  secession  took  place,  and  a  second  church  formed.  On  June 
12th  of  that  year  H.  Crabb  became  pastor,  and  died  25th 
December,  1794.  On  September  28th,  1843,  the  Church  quitted 
the  old  meeting-house  for  the  new  place  of  worship  in  John 
Street    The  following  is  a  complete  list  of  the  pastors : — 

William  Bedford,  1700  ;  here  33  years.  David  Worthington  Simon,  M.A.,  1866; 
Thomas  Gibbons,  1733  ;  here  25  years.  here  6  months. 

Robert  Wells,  1758  ;  here  23  years.  John  Med  way,  1858  ;  here  13  years. 

William  Jameson,  1781 ;  here  10  years.  March  Timson,  1871  ;  here  4  years  and 
Habakkuk  Crabb,  1791 ;  here  3  years.  3  months. 

William  Pendred,  1797  ;  here  25  years.  Charles  Lemoine,  1876  ;  here  4  years 
John  Greenwood,  1822  ;  here  15  years.  and  10  months. 

Samuel  S.England,  1837.;  here  10 years.  Joseph  Adams,  1881 ;  here  1  year  and 
William  Garland  Barrett,  1848  ;  here  8  months. 

7  years.  Charles  Rhodes,  1884. 

Kneesworth  Street,  New  Meeting,  originated  in  a  seces- 
sion from  the  Old  Meeting  in  1791,  the  minister  being  suspected 
of  Sociniani8m.  A  chapel  was  built  in  1792  on  the  site  of 
the  present  one.  Ministers :  Thomas  Towne,  1793,  here  for 
thirty-six  years,  died  July  12th,  1830,  aged  seventy-six  years. 
Tbomas  James  Da  vies,  ordained  in  1830,  resigned  in  1838, 
and  shortly  afterwards  died.  Frederick  Neller  ordained 
May  2nd,  1839,  left  in  1841.  R  E.  Forsaith  accepted  the 
pastorate  April  19th,  1842,  left  in  August  1858.  Henry 
Martin  was  minister  from  February  1859  to  October  1867. 
Edwin  Corbold  came  in  January  1869,  and  is  still  (1884)  the 
pastor.1 

»  Letter  from  the  Rev.  Edwin  Corbold. 
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RU8HDEN. 
Acres,  1,486;  pop.,  270;  value,  £155. 

James  King  was  vicar  in  1576,  and  is  described  as  kahilis 
ad  coririonandvm.1  On  his  death  Timothy  Bristowe  was 
appointed,  13th  January,  1607,  who  makes  this  return,  "  161 4; 
No  recusants;  communicants,  90;  Timothy  Bristowe,  M.A."* 
On  July  5th,  1628,  Thomas  Clarkson  was  instituted ;  and  on 
13th  February,  1628-9,  Esdras  Marshall  was  appointed  per 
mortem  Clarkson.8  He  was  curate  at  Weston  in  1624.  He 
signs  the  petition  of  Herts  ministers  to  the  Lords  in  1646,  in 
favour  of  "  government  according  to  our  Covenant."  On  July 
22nd,  1646,  it  was  ordered : — 

"  That  the  yearly  sum  of  £50  be  paid  out  of  the  surplus  of  the  rents 
and  profits  of  the  impropriate  rectory  of  Whaddon,  in  the  county  of 
Cambridge,  sequestered  from  Thomas  Compost,  a  papist  and  delinquent 
farmer  thereof,  under  the  dean  and  chapter  of  Windsor,  not  yet  disposed 
of,  to  and  for  the  maintenance  of  Esdras  Marshall,  minister  of  the  parish 
church  of  Bushden,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  the  vicarage  thereof  being 

worth  but  £26  per  an.     March  17th,  1647,  £50  a  year  from  the 

impropriate  rectory  of  Whaddon,  in  the  county  of  Cambridge,  for  the 
increase  of  the  maintenance  of  Esdras  Marshall,  minister  of  Bushden."4 

The  Commissioners  of  1650  give  this  return : — 

"  George  Holgate  and  George  Taylor  do  present  that  this  vicarage  is 
valued  at  £30  per  an.,  and  that  the  minister,  Esdras  Marshall,  is  a 
constant  preacher  without  a  curate."* 

What  became  of  Marshall  does  not  appear.  He  entered  the 
ministry  1624,  and  must  have  been  advanced  in  life  in  1662. 
He  probably  remained  here  till  his  death.  Eennet  names 
Esdras  Marshall,  clericus,  M.A.,  as  instituted  to  the  vicarage  of 
Harrowden  Magna  and  Parva,  in  Com.  Northampton,  3rd  July, 
1661,  vac.  per  cess.  ult.  incumb.6  This  was  probably  son  of 
our  Marshall.   The  next  vicar  named  is  Giles  Waring,  appointed 

»  Lambeth  MSS.,  900.  3  Acta.  Marshall  signs  the  transcript* 

*  He  signs  the  transcripts  down  to  from    1629.     "1633,   Baptized  Thomas, 

1628.     "1621,  John    Chichester,  gent.,  son  of  Esdras  Marshall,  April  11th." 

buried  8th  August ;  Timothy  Bristowe,  «  B.  M.,  Add.  MS8.,  15,670,  fol.  117 ; 

vicar."    "  1624,  Thomasin  Bristowe,  the  Bodleian  Lib.,  Plundered  Minuter*.  toL 

daughter  of  Kl.  Bristowe,   buried  7th  826,  foL  109. 

August."    "  1626,  John  Burton  and  Ann  *  Lambeth  MSS.,  Survey,  No.  10. 

Bristowe  married,  November  2nd."  Tran-  •  Kennet,  Register,  491. 

script  Rtgn  Archd.  of  Huntingdon,  at 

Hitchin. 
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February  9th,  1663.    The  following  is  a  list  of  the  vicars,  from 
1576—1663:— 

1576.  James  King.  1629.  Esdras  Marshall. 

1607.  Timothy  Bristowe.  1663.  Giles  Waring. 

1628.  Thomas  Clarkson. 

In  1663  Ralph  Charles,  of  Rushden,  was  presented  for  not 
paying  his  rate  to  the  church,  9*.1  This  Ralph  Charles 
"suffered  twelve  weeks'  imprisonment  for  refusing  to  con- 
tribute towards  repairing  the  steeple  house  at  Risdon;  and 
in  the  same  year,  for  demands  of  11 8.  4<£.  for  the  same  purpose, 
several  had  their  goods  distrained  to  the  value  of  £1  13s. 
And  John  Bresbone,  for  going  to  a  meeting,  had  a  horse,  bridle 
and  saddle  taken  away,  worth  £5."a 

SANDON. 
Acres,  8,943 ;  pop.,  810 ;  value,  £363. 

Robert  Parsons,  ad  cortewnaridum  habilis,  was  here  as  vicar 
in  1576,  and  was  followed  by  Wm.  Brantfield,  upon  whose 
death  Robert  Slowe8  was  appointed,  5th  May,  1607,  who  signs 
as  "  minister/'  and  was  here  till  his  death  in  1623.  Nicholas 
Trench  was  instituted  October  6th,  1623,  and  was  here  for 
many  years.* 

In  1650  "Edward  Bardolph  and  Thomas  Wheeler,  jurors, 
do  present  that  this  living  is  valued  at  £35  per  an.,  that 
Nicholas  Trench  is  minister,  and  serves  the  cure  by  constant 
preaching/'5     The  following  augmentation  was  granted  : — 

1  Acta    Archd.     of    Huntingdon     at  John  Bowles,  generosns  et  Mary  Morison 

Hitchin.  nupt.  fuerunt,  10th  May,  Nich.  Trench  ; 

*  Besse,   Suffering*  qf  the  Quaker t,  i.  Matt.  Edwards,  Thos.  it H borne,  church- 

240.  wardens.    1625,  Robert  Caesar,  son  of  the 

3  Lambeth  MSS.,  900.  14th  Septem-  right  worshipful  Sir  John  Caesar,  bap- 
ber,  1611,  Geo.  Peacock,  of  Sandon,  tized  14th  November.  1626, 25th  Octo- 
mason.  did  work  in  hie  trade  on  8.  Bap-  ber,  baptized  Elizabeth  Morison,  the 
tist's  any.  "  1614,  Bo.  Slowe,  minister  daughter  of  Master  Charles  Morison ; 
of  Saudon,  Thos.  Kilburne,  Thos.  Far-  Nicholas  Trench;  W.  Duke,  John  Joyce, 
more,  churchwardens."  1621,  26th  Feb-  churchwardens.  1626,  25th  October, 
ruary,  baptized  Marie  Slowe,  daughter  of  buried  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Master  Charles 
John.  1622,  October  15th,  buried  Chris-  Morison.  1632-3, 14th  January,  baptized 
tiana  Caesar,  daughter  of  Sir  John  Nicholas  Trench,  son  of  Nicholas.  13th 
Caesar.  1622,  April  7th,  buried  Stephen  March,  baptized  Edward  Caesar,  son  of 
Chamberlain.  1624,  July  4th,  baptized  Sir  John  Caesar.  1685, 10th  April,  bap- 
John  Caesar,  son  of  the  right  worshipful  tized  Henry  Caesar,  son  of  Sir  John 
Sir  John  Caesar.  1624,  August  3rd,  Caesar.  1635-6,  January  2nd,  buried  Ann 
buried  Julius  Caesar,  son  of  Sir  John  Morison,  wife  of  Charles  Morison.  1639, 
Caesar."  September  1st,  William  Maynard.  buried. 

4  As  the  original  Registers  are  lost,  we  *  Lambeth  MSS.,  Survey,  No.  10. 
add  these  from  the  transcripts  : — *•  1625, 
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"  March  2nd,  1659 — 60.  Whereas  the  vicarage  of  the  pariah  church  of 
Sandon,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  ezceedeth  not  the  yearly  value  of 
£30,  and  the  lease  of  ye  rectory  of  Sandon  aforesaid  parcell  of  the 
possessions  of  the  late  dean  and  chapter  of  Paul's  is  expired,  it  is 
ordered  that  the  yearly  sum  of  £60  be  graunted  to  and  for  increase  of 
maintenance  to  such  godly  and  painful  preachers  of  the  Gospell  as  shall  be 
from  time  to  time  settled  ministers  of  the  said  parish  church,  and  duly 
approved  of  as  by  authority  of  Parliament  is  directed,  and  that  the  same 
be  paid  to  Mr.  Nicholas  Trench,  present  minister  thereof,  whose  godly 
conversation,  ability  and  fitness,  for  the  said  place  these  trustees  have 
received  good  testimony,  To  hold  for  such  time  as  he  shall  continue  faith- 
fully to  discharge  the  dutie  of  ye  minister  of  ye  said  place,  or  further 
order  of  these  Trustees,  To  be  accounted  from  March  25th  last,  since 
which  time  the  said  Mr.  Trench  hath  officiated  ye  cure  of  ye  said  church. 
And  it  is  further  ordered  that  upon  the  said  Mr.  Trench  his  leaving  an 
acquittance  from  time  to  time  with  ye  Tenant  of  ye  Premisses  for  ye  said 
Augmentation,  that  he  thereupon  pay  the  same  unto  him,  and  the 
receiver  is  to  accept  of  ye  said  acquittance  from  the  said  tenant  as  so 
much  money  received  of  him,  and  give  him  a  discharge  from  time  to  time 
accordingly.  Jo.  Thorowgood,  Wm.  Skynner,  Jo.  Pocock,  Bi.  Yong,  Geo. 
Cowper."1 

Trench  was  here  till  his  death,  in  1668,2  and  was  followed 

by  Samuel  Turner.    The  following  were  the  vicars,  1576 — 

1668:— 

1576.  Robert  Parsons.  1623.  Nicholas  Trench  till  1668. 

Wm.  Brantfield.  1668.  Samuel  Turner. 

1607.  Robert  Slowe. 

In  1658  John  Finch,  of  Sandon,  a  very  poor  man,  for 
refusing  to  pay  the  usual  assessment  for  the  parish  clerks 
wages,  had  his  working  tools  taken  from  him.8  The  following 
places  of  meeting  for  religious  worship  for  Protestant  Dissen- 
ters at  Sandon  were  certified  under  the  Toleration  Act : — 

"  1.  These  are  to  certifie  that  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters 
do  intend  to  meet  for  religions  worship  at  the  house  of  John  Brooks,  in 
the  parish  of  Sandon,  in  the  county  of  Hertford.  Witness  our  hands  July 
12th,  1699.  John  Brooks,  Tho.  Killingworth,  Robert  Bennett.  Regd. 
July  15th,  1699." 

1  Lambeth  M8S.,  Augmentations,  987.  White,  gentleman,  and  Ann  Matthews. 

*  "  1660,  Charles,  son  of  Nicholas  and  1668,   buried    Nicholas,    eon    of    John 

Mary  Trench,  baptixed  April  6th.    1663,  Trench,  genU  September  22nd.    1671, 

Abigail  Dyke,  d.  of  Robert,  baptized.  December  29th,  buried  Mrs.  Joan  Trench. 

1663,  January  5th,  John. son  of  Nicholas  In  1674  Peter  White,  of  Sandou,  was 

and  Mary  Trench,  baptized.    1661,  Sep-  presented  for  following  bodily  labour  on 

tember    27th,   Elizabeth,   daughter    of  holidays.  Acta  of  Archd.  of  Huntingdon. 

Nicholas   and   Mary  Trench,  baptized.  9  Joseph    Basse,    Suffering*    of    the 

1662,   December   26th,  married,  James  Quakers,  i.  241. 

52 
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"  2.  These  are  to  certifye  that  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters 
do  intend  to  meet  for  religious  worship  at  the  house  of  Robert  Bygrave, 
in  Sandon  .  .  .  Witness  our  hands,  John  Blatt,  James  Bygrave,  Wm 
Squire,  Wm.  Harris,  Matthew  Lumbis,  John  Lumbis,  Joseph  Harris. 
Begd.  8th  November,  1718." 

"  3.  These  are  to  certify  that  a  congregation  of  Protestant  Dissenters 
do  intend  to  meet  for  religious  worship  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Joseph  Gilby, 
in  the  parish  of  Sandon.  December  30th,  1792.  George  Fordham,  Wm. 
Flyer,  Edward  Wright,  Wm.  Wright,  Wm.  Fordham.  Begd.  15th 
January,  1793." 

"4.  We  whose  names  are  hereunder  signed  do  desire  that  the  New 
Meeting  House  lately  erected  in  Bed  Hill,  in  the  parish  of  Sandon,  be 
registered  as  a  place  of  religious  worship  for  Protestant  Dissenters.  July 
5th,  1806.    Thos.  Field,  John  Bygrave,  Wm.  Budd." 

"  5.  We ...  do  desire  that  a  house  occupied  by  Thos.  Smith,  at  Bow 
Green,  in  the  parish  of  Sandon,  may  be  registered  as  a  place  of  religious 
worship  for  Protestant  Dissenters.  15th  July,  1809.  Thos.  Smith,  John 
Arnold,  Thos.  Field,  Wm.  Budd.    Begd.  19th  July,  1807." 

"  6.  The  dwelling-house  and  barn  of  John  Bygrave,  in  the  parish  of 
Sandon,  certified  for  Protestant  Dissenters.  July  30th,  1810.  John 
Bygrave,  Bichd.  Bailey,  Geo.  Studman." 

"  7.  The  house  of  Wm.  Smith,  at  Sandon,  certified  for  Protestants. 
January  10th,  1827.     Wm.  Brocklehurst,  minister. " 

"8.  Premises  called  Gannock.  at  Sandon,  certified  for  Protestants. 
October  23rd,  1823.    Elias  Fordham." 

Independent  Chapel,  Bed  Hill.  "Meetings  were  held  in  private 
houses  principally  at  Bedhill  till  the  year  1720,  when  a  place  of  worship 
was  erected.  Mr.  Copperwheat,  of  Maulden,  in  Bedfordshire,  preached 
alternately  at  Maulden  and  BedhilL  He  was  succeeded  by  Mir.  Wads- 
worth,  who  probably  resided  near,  as  his  remains  were  laid  in  the  burying 
ground  adjoining  the  meeting-house.  He  was  succeeded  by  Samuel 
■  Copperwheat,  son  of  the  above,  who  preached  at  Bedhill  in  connection 
with  Braughing.  He  is  said  to  have  been  ordained  at  Bedhill.  He  lived 
at  Cottered,  and  spent  his  last  days  in  the  house  of  Mr.  John  Smith. 

Mr.  C was  interred  in  the  burying-ground  at  Bedhill,  and  it  may 

almost  be  said,  '  no  man  knoweth  of  his  sepulchre  to  this  day,1  nothing 
being  put  over  the  grave  till  within  a  few  years,  a  painted  slab  with  the 
initials  of  his  name  only.  The  Bev.  W.  Way,  J.  Winter,  Miller,  Morley, 
Hewell,  and  Fordham,  each  of  them  preached  at  Bedhill.  In  the  year 
1789  it  was  connected  with  Buntingford,  and  divine  service  was  per- 
formed two  Sabbaths  at  Buntingford  and  one  at  Bedhill  for  nearly 
fourteen  years,  during  which  students  from  Cheshunt,  and  the  Revs. 
Messrs.  Brackstone,  Coulson,  and  Waring,  supplied.  In  1802  Joseph 
Wedgeborough,  of  Shipwith,  in  Cambridgeshire,  preached  regularly  at 
Bedhill  till  1803,  when  the  Bev.  W.  Ward,  classical  tutor  at  Wymondley, 
and  the  students,  occupied  the  pulpit.    Next  Mr.  Trapp,  of  Hitchin, 
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preached  for  two  years.  After  him,  Mr.  Richard  Nedding,  a  Wesleyan 
and  officer  in  the  Excise,  residing  at  Royston,  preached  on  alternate 
Sundays.  Sixteen  Sabbaths  previous  to  April  17th,  1814,  the  meeting- 
house was  shut  up,  from  which  time  I  have  scarcely  been  absent  from  the 
pulpit  a  Sabbath." '  Mr.  Adams  was  still  here  in  1843.  The  present 
minister  (1883)  is  the  Rev.  James  Newman.  In  1868,  a  new  chapel,  to 
seat  200,  with  manse  and  school-room,  was  built.  There  is  an  endowment 
of  about  £35  per  annum,  under  the  will  of  John  Brett,  of  Kingswood,  in 
the  parish  of  Clothall,  dated  29th  April,  1747. 


THERFIELD. 

1,000. 


Acres,  4,761 ;  pop.,  1,175 ;  value,  £1,0 


This  rectory  belonged  at  one  time  to  the  Abbey  of  Ramsay, 
and  at  the  Dissolution  Henry  VIII.  handed  it  over,  1545,  to 
the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  St.  Paul's,  London.  Several  of  the 
rectors  were  Deans  of  St.  Paul's,  and  eminent  men.  In  1576 
William  Chapman,  M.A.,  MTicioriator,  was  rector,  and  employed 
John  Ellerton,  M.A.,  ad.  cotiq.  kahilis,  as  curate.8  John  Overall, 
afterwards  Bishop  of  Lichfield,  was  here  1604 — 1614.  Wil- 
liam Alabaster,  who  for  a  while  seceded  to  the  Church  of 
Some,  held  this  living  many  years,  and  died  in  1640.  These 
reports  were  sent  to  the  Archdeacon: — "March  29th,  1614. 
Dr.  John  Overall  is  our  parson.  Our  parsonage  in  the  Kings 
Book  is  £50.  Patrons,  the  Dean  and  Chapter  of  St.  Paul's ; 
recusants,  we  know  none  here ;  communicants,  200.  Value  by 
estimation,  £200  yearly.  Roger  Goad,  minister."  "  A  certi- 
ficate for  Tharfield.  This  is  to  let  you  understand  that  all 
within  our  parish  have  took  the  Communion.  Thomas  Warren, 
churchwarden,  1617." 

The  church  was  mainly  served  by  curates.  In  1610  "  James 
Williams,  curate,"  signs  the  transcript  1623,  Wm.  Alabaster, 
rector;  1624,  Thomas  Brandon,  curate;  1630,  Edward  Bullen, 
curate;  1632,  Paul  Willett,  curate;  1634,  John  Power,  curate;3 
1640,  William  Turner,  curate.  Alabaster  was  followed  by 
John  Montford,  whom  we  have  already  met  at  Anstey.  He 
was  deprived  in  1643,  and  Marmaduke  Tennant  appointed, 

1  Letter  of  Rev.  J.  Adams  to  Eev.  W.  William   Turner   buried,   signed   Win. 

Chaplin,  March  3rd,  1819.  Turner,  curate  :    Edw.  Turner,  George 

*  Lambeth  MSS.,  900.  Sell,  churchwardens."—  Trantcript  Xtgis- 

*  "  1635,  April  2nd,  William,  son  of  tert  at  Hitchin. 
John  Power,  baptized/1  "1641,  May  Uth, 
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who  signs  the  petition  of  Herts  ministers  to  the  Lords  in  1646. 
The  following  minutes  of  the  Committee  for  Plundered  Minis- 
ters tell  the  proceedings : — 

"February  25th,  1644.  Whereas  the  rectory  of  the  parish  church  of 
Tharfield,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  is  sequestered  from  Dr.  John 
Mountf  ort  to  the  use  of  Marmaduke  Tenant,  minister  of  the  Word,  this 
Committee  do  declare  that  the  said  Mr.  Tenant  is  to  have  the  tithes. 
May  31st,  1645.  It  is  ordered  that  Dr.  Mountf ord,  from  whom  the  rectory 
of  Tharfield,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  is  sequestered,  do  show  cause 
before  this  Com"*  on  the  12th  day  of  June  next,  wherefore  he  disturbeth 
the  parishioners  of  the  said  parish  by  suits  in  law  for  the  recovery  of  such 
tithes  as  they  have  paid  unto  Mr.  Tennant,  to  whom  the  said  rectory  is 
sequestered  in  pursuance  of  several  orders  in  that  behalf.  June  12th,  1645. 
Whereas  the  rectorie  of  the  parish  church  of  Tharfield,  in  the  county  of 
Hertford,  is  sequestered  from  Dr.  Mountf  ort  by  order  of  this  Com1**  of  the 
28th  August,  1643,  which  sequestration  afterwards,  that  is  to  say  about  8th 
August  following,  passed  the  House  of  Commons.  And  some  differences 
since  arising  between  the  said  Dr.  and  Mr.  Tennant,  to  whom  the  same  is 
sequestered,  concerning  the  profits  of  the  said  rectory,  this  Com*6  did,  by 
their  order  of  the  10th  September,  1644,  settle  the  same,  and  the  said  Dr., 
notwithstanding  the  said  premisses,  doth  in  his  declaration  in  a  suit  com- 
menced in  the  King's  Bench  against  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
said  parish  for  tithes,  and  still  layeth  claim  to  the  said  rectory  and  the 
profits  thereof  as  the  parson  and  rightful  owner  of  the  said  rectory  and 
profits,  in  contempt  of  the  said  sequestration  and  proceedings  of  this 
Com***.  It  is,  therefore,  ordered  that  the  said  Dr.  do  make  his  personal 
appearance  before  this  Com***  on  the  24th  July  next  ensuing  to  answer 
for  the  said  contempt.  July  24th,  1645.  It  is  ordered  that  the  matters 
in  difference  between  Dr.  Mountford,  from  whom  the  rectory  of  Tharfield 
is  sequestered  and  divers  of  the  said  parish  concerning  several  tithes 
claimed  by  the  said  Dr.,  and  alleged  to  be  sequestered  from  him,  be 
referred  to  the  counsel  on  both  sides  to  compose  and  determine  thereon. 
July  26th,  1645.  It  is  ordered  that  the  agreement  of  the  24th  July 
between  Dr.  Mountfort,  from  whom  the  rectory  of  Tharfield  is  seques- 
tered, and  Mr.  Tenant,  to  whom  the  same  is  sequestered,  and  of  their 
counsel  of  considering  the  matters  in  difference  between  them  depending 
before  this  Com108,  in  pursuance  of  an  order  of  reference  to  the  said 
counsel  directed,  be,  and  the  said  is  hereby  ratified  and  confirmed.1  July 
14th,  1647.  It  is  ordered  that  Matthew  Frost,  Edward  Preist,  Lawrence  Sell, 
and  William  Brown,  parishioners  of  Tharfield,  in  the  county  of  Hertford, 
do  forthwith  pay  unto  Mr.  Marmaduke  Tennant,  to  whom  the  rectory  of 
Tharfield  aforesaid  is  sequestered,  the  tithes  of  the  said  rectory  from 
them  respectively  due  unto  him.  In  default  whereof,  it  is  ordered  that 
the  said  Matthew  Frost,  Edward  Preist,  Lawrence  Sell,  and  Win.  Brown 

"  Add.  MS8.,  15,669,  fola.  159, 175, 225,  229. 
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do  make  their  personal  appearance  before  this  Com*6  on  the  23rd  July 
to  show  cause  to  the  contrary,  whereof  they  are  not  to  fail  at  their  peril. 
July  24th,  1647.  It  is  ordered  that  the  cause  between  Mr.  Tennant, 
minister  of  Tharfield,  and  Mr.  Swenhow,  minister  of  Kelshall,  in  the 
county  of  Hertford,  and  Mr.  More,  minister  of  Laundon  [Laingdon],  in 
the  county  of  Essex,  and  their  parishioners  of  the  said  parishes  respect- 
ively be  heard  on  Monday  next." l 

The  Commissioners  of  1650  report  as  follows: — "Edward 
Turner  and  Anthony  Grey  do  present  that  this  rectory  is 
valued  at  £300  per  an.,  that  £5  is  paid  to  the  lord  of  the 
manor ;  to  the  parson  of  Reed,  53s.  4sd.  This  is  a  sequestration, 
but  no  fifth  part  is  paid.  Marmaduee  Tennant  preaches 
constantly,  having  no  curate."2  Calamy  names  Tennant 
among  the  ejected  ministers.  He  says,  "Mr.  Marmaduke 
Tennant,  ejected  from  Tharfield,  was  an  acceptable  preacher, 
an  exemplary  liver  in  piety  and  great  charity.  His  parsonage 
was  worth  at  least  £350  per  an.  He  hath  prefixed  an  epistle 
to  the  life  of  Mr.  John  Janeway,  who  died  in  this  neighbour- 
hood in  1657."  » 

John  Barwick,  a  warm  espouser  of  the  Royalist  cause,  received 
this  living  in  1662,  besides  other  preferments,  in  reward  for 
his  services.  He  was  made  Dean  of  Durham  and  Dean  of  St 
Paul's,  but  he  did  not  long  live  to  enjoy  these  sources  of  wealth. 
He  died  22nd  October,  1664.4  The  following  is  a  list  of  rectors 
and  curates : — 

1  Add.  M3S.,  15,671,  f.  158.  who  had  a  controversy  with  Dr.  John 

*  Lambeth  M8S.,  Survey,  No.  10.    •  Owen,  and  wrote  against  the  Noncon- 
8  Calamy,  Account,  361.    This  work,  en-      formists.    He  asserted  the  doctrine  of 

titled  Invisible  Realities,  contains  "the  non-resistance,  maintaining  the  assertion 

testimony  of  Mr.  Marmaduke  Tennant,  that  the  authority  of  the  sovereign  was 

sometime  minister  of  Tharfield,  in  Hert-  in  his  person^  not  in  the  law,-  -that  he 

fordshire,  an  intimate  acquaintance  of  does  not  receive  his  authority  from  the 

Mr.  John  Janeway.  and  one  that  was  a  laws,  but  that  the  laws  receive  their 

constant  visitor  of  nim  in  his  sicknesses,  power  from  him.    From  these  slavish 

and  an  eve  and  ear  witness  of  the  most  principles  he  did  not  swerve,  and  on 

substantial  thingB  in  this  ensuing  narra-  William  III.'s  accession  he  was  deprived, 

tive."  He  thereupon  wrote  his  famous  Practical 

*  After  the  Restoration  this  parish  had  Discourse  on  Death,  but  soon  (1690)  he 
a  succession  of  notable  rectors.  Francis  cast  his  principles  to  the  winds,  took  the 
TCR5KR,  who  came  20th  December,  1664,  oaths,  and  was  reinstated  in  all  his  pre- 
tipon  the  death  of  Barwick,  became  in  ferments.  He  died  at  Hampstead,  June 
1684  Bishop  of  Ely,  and  was  one  of  the  19th,  1707,  in  his  sixty-seventh  year.  At 
famous  seven  bishops  committed  to  the  Therfield  he  was  succeeded  by  his  son, 
Tower,  and  acquitted  June  80th,  1688.  Thomas  Sh  be  lock  (1702),  who  became 
He  was  a  non-juror,  and  lived  in  retire-  Bishop  of  London  in  1749,  and  died  in 
ment  till  his  death,  November  2nd,  1700.  1761.  aged  eighty-three.  He  was  followed 
He  was  followed  at  Therfield  by  John  by  the  eccentric  Henry  Etouoh,  M.A., 
Standish,  1688;  William  Holder,  1687;  of  Pembroke  Hall,  Cambridge,  who, 
and  in  1697  came  William  Shbhlook,  having  received  his   training  for    the 
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1572.  William  Chapman,  M.A.  1643.  Marmaduke  Tennant 

John  Ellerton,  curate,  1576.  1662.  John  Barwick. 

1606.  John  Overall.  1664.  Francis  Turner. 

James  Williams,  curate,  1610;  Roger  Curates:    1671,  John  Cliff  ;   1673, 

Goade,  1614.  John  Taylor  ;  1680,  John  Smith  ; 

1614.  William  Alabaster.  1681,  John  Dowsing  ;  1682,  Thos. 

Curates:     1624,    Thos.    Brandon;  Dowsing;  1684,  George  Stanhope; 

1630,  Edward  Bullen  ;  1632,  Paul  1686,  Wm.  Standish  ;   1687,  Na- 

Willet;  1634,  John  Power ;  1640,  thaniel   Holder;    1691,    Francis 

Wm.  Turner.  Draper;  1695,  Clement  Holder. 
1640.  John  Montford. 

The  Acta  of  the  Archdeaconry  of  Huntingdon  contain  the 
following : — 

44 14th  September,  1611.  William  Ware,  of  Tharfield,  went  to  plough 
on  Bartholomew  Day.  He  pleads  that '  he  knew  not  that  it  was  holiday.' 
1662,  12th  October.  John  Matson,  of  Tharfield,  presented  for  not  paying 
the  Church  rate.  James  Bayes,  ditto.  1662.  Francis  Gymme,  Matthew 
Frost,  James  Boyes,  for  refusing  to  come  to  church.  1674.  Alicia,  uxor 
of  Edward  Man,  of  Therfield,  for  not  coming  to  her  parish  church.  1682, 
6th  September.  Anthony  Gray,  senT,  Widow  Plomer,  of  Dane  End,  and 
Ann,  wife  of  Leonard  Wright,  for  not  coming  to  church." 

The  following  places  of  meeting  for  Divine  worship  were 
certified  by  Protestant  Dissenters  at  Therfield  under  the  Tole- 
ration Act : — 

1.  "  No.  41.  Therfield,  a  place  of  worship  certified  by  Nathaniel  Waller, 
of  Therfield.    Michaelmas  Sessions,  1691." 

2.  "April  25th,  1701.  We  the  inhabitants  of  the  parish  of  Tharfield 
do  desire  a  licence  for  a  meeting  for  the  worship  of  God  at  the  house  of 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Linley,  widow,  within  the  said  parish,  according  to  an  Act, 
etc.  Witness  our  hands,  Nathaniel  Waller,  Geo.  Richardson,  Richard 
Priest,  Henry  Hicks,  Nicholas  Norris.    Reg.  29th  April,  1701.'' 

3.  "  This  is  to  certify  that  we  ...  do  appropriate  a  barn,  called  the 
Barley  Barn,  at  Tuthill  Farm,  in  the  parish  of  Therfield,  for  the  purpose 
of  religious  worship  as  Protestant  Dissenters  from  the  Church  of  England, 
commonly  called  Independents.  Dated  April  5th,  1779.  Edw.  K.  Ford- 
ham,  John  Fordham,  Wm.  Fordham.    Reg.  13th  April,  1779." 

4.  "  We  ...  do  certify  that  the  building  which  stands  in  the  yard 
belonging  to  Christopher  Buckridge,  in  the  parish  of  Therfield,  whose 
house  fronts  the  road,  is  intended  to  be  used  for  religious  worship.  .  .  . 

ministry  at  one  of  the  Nonconformist  years  without  the  use  of  animal  food  or 

colleges,  turned  his  back  upon  the  Die-  any  fermented  liquor,  and  died  suddenly 

sentere,  became  a  Conformist,  and  was  August  10th,  1757,  in  the  seventieth  year 

twenty -three  years  rector  of  Therfield.  of  his  age."    Bee  Clutterbuck,  iii.  588 — 

A  tablet  in  the  chancel  records  that,  591  ;    Cussans,   Od*eyy  121 ;   Gentleman's 

"  With  a  robust  constitution,  through  a  Mag.,  April  1786. 
singular  habit  of  body,  he  lived  many 
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William  Knight,  John  Gray,  Christopher  Buckridge.   Reg.  23rd  January, 
1797." 

5.  "  We  ...  do  hereby  certify  that  a  certain  building  situated  in  the 
parish  of  Therfield,  and  usually  known  by  the  name  of  Tuthill  Farm,  is 
intended  to  be  used  for  religious  worship  under  the  statute  for  exempting 
his  Majesty's  Protestant  subjects  dissenting,  etc.  November  13th,  1798. 
Wm.  Jameson,  Wm.  Fendered,  Edward  Fordham.  Reg.  14th  November, 
1798." 

6.  "  We  do  hereby  certify  that  a  certain  barn,  belonging  to  the  farm 
known  by  the  name  of  Turtle's  Farm,  in  the  parish  of  Therfield,  is  intended 
to  be  used  for  religious  worship  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  statute  for 
exempting,  etc.  16th  February,  1799.  Wm.  Jameson,  Saml.  Fordham, 
Joseph  Conder.    Reg.  18th  June,  1799." 

7.  "  Building  of  George  Fordham,  Therfield,  for  Protestant  Dissenters, 
certified  June  30th,  1824,  by  George  Fordham,  Elias  Fordham." 

8.  "No.  117.  Therfield,  a  place  of  worship  for  Protestant  Dissenters, 
certified  by  Francis  Islip,  eta    Michaelmas  Sessions,  1840." 

Independent  Chapel,  with  manse  and  schoolroom ;  present 
(1883)  minister,  the  Rev.  Joseph  Scott  Endowment,  £60  per 
annum. 


WALLINGTON. 
Acres,  1,950;  pop.,  260;  value,  £43D. 

The  right  of  presentation  to  this  living  belonged  to  the 
Abbot  of  St.  Albans,  and  on  June  10th,  1458,  he  granted  the 
next  presentation  to  John  Prisot,  chief  justice  of  the  Common 
Bench.  In  1467  William  Cornyssh  was  presented  by  exchange 
with  one  John.  In  1470,  April  18th,  Oliver  Wylle  was  pre- 
sented per  mortem  W.  Corny ssh.  On  July  3rd,  1475,  John 
Swepestoone  was  presented  per  mortem  O.  Mylle  {sic).  On 
January  25  th,  1476,  John  Swepston  exchanged  with  Henry 
Key,  before  rector  of  Heoby.  The  presentation  was  then  given 
to  George,  Duke  of  Clarence;  in  1480  to  Radulphus  Penne, 
Kt.,  and  Henry  Taylard,  Kt.,  and  in  1483  to  John  Newbury.1 
Clutterbuck,  in  his  admirable  lists  derived  from  the  Lincoln 
Registers,  gives  the  names  of  W.  Cornyssh,  Oliver  Mylle,  and 
Swepston.  In  1576  Henry  Leddysham,  S.T.B.,  concionator, 
is  named  as  rector  of  Wallington.3    He  was  followed  by  John 

»  Regisira  J.  Whethamstede,  ii.  4,  5,  *  Lambeth  MSB.  900,  voL  xu.  (2). 

71,  88, 117, 166—167,  224, 257. 
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Bill,  D.D.  (1585— 1623),1  upon  whose  death  John  Bowles 
was  made  rector.  Walker,  in  his  usual  spirit  and  temper, 
says : — 

"  John  Bowles  had  this  peculiar  in  his  sufferings,  that  he  was  ejected 
by  his  own  nephew,  a  zealous  Parliamentarian  and  a  captain  in  the  rebel 
army.  He  was  restored,  and  died  possessed  of  his  living  in  1670.  His 
immediate  successor  upon  the  sequestration  was  one  Sherwin,  who  made 
£300  per  annum  of  the  living,  and  had  the  mortification  to  let  go  that  fat 
morsel  from  betwixt  his  teeth  in  1660,  though  the  Abridgement  recounts 
him  as  one  of  the  ejected  and  persecuted  saints.1' 

The  nephew  referred  to  was  Thomas  Bowles,  of  Wallington, 
baptized  at  Norton  March  9th,  1619-20,  captain  in  the  Parlia- 
ment's army.  He  died  3rd  September,  1668.  John  Bowles's 
father,  Thomas  Bowles,  was  high  sheriff  of  Herts  in  1600.  The 
following  minutes  refer  to  Sherwin  *s  appointment : — 

"  October  4th,  1645.  It  is  ordered  that  the  Committee  of  Parliament 
sitting  at  Hertford  be  desired  to  receive  the  complaints  that  shall  be 
exhibited  against  John  Bowles  (from  whom  the  rectory  of  Wallington  in 
the  said  county  is  sequestered  to  the  use  of  William  Sherwin),  concerning 
his  abuse,  affronting,  and  disturbance  of  the  said  Mr.  Sherwin,  and  to 
examine  the  truth  thereof,  and  to  hear  the  said  Mr.  Bowles  his  answer 
therein,  and  to  take  some  speedy  and  effectual  course  for  the  relief  of 
the  Bsid  Mr.  Sherwin  and  punishment  of  the  said  Mr.  Bowles,  or  to  certify 
the  said  examinations  to  this  Com1**,  to  the  end  that  some  further  course 
may  be  taken  for  the  suppression  and  punishment  of  the  said  Mr.  Bowles 
according  to  his  demerit."  * 

William  Sherwin  (says  Calamy)  "was  rector  of  Wallington 
and  lecturer  at  Baldock,  about  two  miles  distant.  He  kept 
an  assistant  in  his  house  to  preach  at  Wallington  on  Lord's 
Days  in  the  afternoon  when  he  preached  at  Baldock,  casting 
his  net  where  there  was  plenty  of  fish.  And  he  did  it  to 
good  purpose,  for  God  blessed  his  ministry  to  that  great 
congregation  very  much."8  Thus  it  appears  that  besides  paying 
the  fifth  part  to  Mr.  Bowles,  Mr.  Sherwin  also  paid  an  assistant. 
The  Commissioners  of  1650  report  thus :  "  Richard  Blow  and 
John  Payne  do  present  that  the  rectory  is  valued  at  £130  per 
annum,  and  that  Mr.  William  Sherwin  is  our  minister,  that 
he  preaches  constantly,  and  has  no  curate,  that  this  is  a 

i  Add.  MSS.  5,829,  fol.  1826.  3  Calamy.  Account,  p.  861. 

»  J  bid.,  15,669,  folfl.  186,  865. 
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sequestration,  and  he  pays  one-fifth  part  to  the  wife  of  John 
Bowles."  *    Calamy  continues : — 

"  It  was  not  any  gain  to  himself,  but  the  doing  good  to  others  that  must 
have  been  his  sole  end  in  preaching  at  Baldock,"  and  he  adds  [as  to  "  mor- 
tification," when  made  to  drop  the  "fat  morsel" in  1660],  "Perhaps  he 
was  not  much  less  mortified  to  be  a  little  time  after  totally  silenced,  and 
made  incapable  of  any  other  living  or  public  service,  by  the  Act  of 
Uniformity.  In  the  latter  part  of  his  life  he  lived  with  his  daughter, 
Mrs.  Grachinthorp,  whose  husband  was  minister  in  Fowlmere  in  Cam- 
bridgeshire ;  and  there  he  died  in  a  good  old  age,  viz.,  about  eighty.  He 
had  a  venerable  aspect,  was  a  considerable  scholar  and  a  hard  student,  and 
of  an  unblamable  life.  He  bent  his  studies  very  much  to  the  obscure 
prophecies  of  Scripture,  especially  those  of  Daniel  and  Revelation,  on 
which  he  published  several  small  treatises  in  4to,  which  he  commonly 
bound  together  in  a  volume ;  and  he  was  extremely  fond  of  his  Millenarian 
notions.  His  portrait  is  prefixed  to  some  of  his  pieces,  and  was  engraved 
by  his  son,  William  Sherwin  the  engraver,  who  died  in  1711."* 

The  Acta  of  the  Archdeaconry  of  Huntingdon,  in  which 
Wallington  was,  contain  a  few  notices  of  the  parish  :  "  1610, 
I,  Thomas  Norfolk,  of  Wallington,  do  subscribe."  On  July 
17th,  1611,  Henry  French,  George  Titmas,  John  Boxfield, 
Henry  Searle,  servants  of  Thomas  Bowles,  of  Wallington, 
Knight,  were  presented  for  "that  they  went  to  cart  upon 
Monday  and  Tuesday  of  Whit-week."  "  May  23rd,  1668,  The 
presentment  against  all  those  that  did  not  receive  Communion 
at  Easter  last :  Thomas  Bowles,  of  Wallington,  John  Bowles, 
Cic.  Bowles,  the  servant  of  Thomas  Bowles,  Elizabeth  Bowles, 
Joseph  Matthews."  "  1674,  John  Botteler,  rector  of  Walling- 
ton, for  not  using  such  a  scholastic  habit  as  is  suitable  to  his 
degree,  in  the  celebration  of  any  Divine  Office,  and  not 
observing  holy  days." 

In  the  hamlet  of  Bed  Hill,8  which  is  partly  in  this  parish, 
the  Nonconformists  have  maintained  a  firm  footing  ever  since 
the  days  of  persecution,  and  they  maintain  that  footing  still. 
Protestants,  like  their  Puritan  ancestors,  against  the  Roman- 
izing errors  of  the  Established  Church, — errors  which  nowadays 
may  be  seen  embodied  full-blown  in  the  sacerdotalism  and 
ritual  of  many  a  parish  church ; — holding  fast  the  great  Bible 
doctrine  which  it  was  given  Luther  to  bring  to  light  from 

»  Lambeth  MSB.,  Survey,  No.  10.  '  See  Sandon. 

*  Calamy,  as  before. 
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under  the  rubbish  of  centuries,  the  doctrine  of  justification  by 
faith  alone  in  the  merits  and  sacrifice  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ;  and  asserting,  further,  the  freedom  of  His  Church 
universal  from  State  patronage  and  control,  and  His  preroga- 
tives as  King  in  Zion  against  potentate,  pope,  or  prelate,  of 
whatever  kind ; — these  Nonconformists,  like  their  ancestors  of 
1662,  take  their  stand  outside  the  money-favoured  pale,  and, 
with  their  brethren  throughout  the  county  of  Hertford,  main- 
tain a  good  confession  before  many  witnesses.  Ignored,  scorned, 
maligned,  hated,  they  may  be ;  nevertheless,  in  simplicity  and 
godly  sincerity,  "  after  the  way  which  they"  of  the  Establish- 
ment "call  heresy,  so  worship  they  the  God  of  their  fathers, 
believing  all  things  which  are  written  in  the  Law  and  in  the 
Prophets/'  in  the  Gospels  and  in  the  Epistles,  and  strong  in  the 
faith  that  Wyclif  proclaimed,  "The  truth  must  prevail." 
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i. 

GEORGE  TANKERFIELD,  MARTYR. 

(BY  MB.   W.  T.   PHILLIPS.) 

Comb,  see  where  he  lay,  'tis  a  quiet  green  space, 
George  Tankerfield,  martyr,  was  burnt  in  this  place, 

Behold  where  poor  Tankerfield  lay  I 
The  graves  of  the  dead  have  since  hallow'd  that  plot, 
The  leaves  of  yon  willow  may  point  to  the  spot 

Where  he  smouldered  in  ashes  away. 

The  last  drops  of  a  shower  still  glance  from  its  leaves, 
I  could  fancy  that  Nature  in  sympathy  grieves, 

And  bathes  his  green  altar  with  tears ; 
And  we  weep  for  the  past  in  the  darkness  of  death, 
For  earth's  summer-tide  charged  with  hell's  sulphurous  breath 

Rolling  down  like  a  cloud  o'er  the  years. 

Priest-hated,  priest-hunted,  they've  ridden  him  down, 
St.  Albans  must  witness  the  church's  stern  frown, 

For  she  bows  not  to  idol  and  priest ; 
Where  the  Abbey's  grim  shadow  at  morning  doth  fall, 
Throng  the  citizens  down  from  the  market  and  stall, 

While  linger  the  sherifb  to  feast. 

"  Let  him  die  amidst  strangers  "  the  judges  devise, 
Ah,  where  is  the  friend  who  may  dare  sympathise, 

Or  the  glance  that  may  solace  afford  ? 
'Midst  the  fagots'  red  glare,  'neath  the  taunt  of  the  Mayor, 
His  charr'd  limbs  to  heaven  uplifted  in  prayer, 

He  calls  on  the  name  of  his  Lord. 
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There  are  gibes  from  the  throng,  there  is  woman's  soft  wail ; 
The  priest  cries,  Recant !  but  naught  doth  avail 

To  move  him  whom  the  truth  hath  made  free ; 
u  These  things  will  they  do  "  hath  the  Master  averr'd, 
And  how  keen  is  the  weapon  ensheath'd  in  that  word, 

"  They  know  not  the  Father  nor  Me." 

One  broke  through  the  crowd,  man  of  rank  not  of  pride, 
In  the  spirit  of  Him  who  laid  His  aside, 

To  the  stake  strode  a  brave  gentle  knight, 
"  Good  brother,  be  strong,"  and  undaunted  by  fears 
Grasp'd  Tankerfield's  hand,  the  rest  said  his  tears ; — 

Rapt  in  flame,  the  brave  soul  takes  its  flight. 

Oh  ye  who  love  freedom,  behold  this  green  sod, 
Your  spirits  iUumin'd  can  worship  your  God, 

Your  liberty's  purchased  in  flame  ; 
And  oh,  lest  the  blood  of  the  martyr  should  stain 
These  pastures  afresh,  your  birthright  maintain, 

And  cherish  brave  Tankerfield's  name. 

When  the  might  of  the  Caesar  swept  up  from  the  shore 
Ye  know  how  the  clans  of  the  Britons  of  yore 

Assembled  for  freedom  and  home ; 
The  spirit  of  Cassivelaunus  at  bay, 
Who  challenged  his  legions,  shall  combat  to-day 

The  yoke,  soul-enslaving,  of  Rome. 

Ye  sons  of  St.  Albans  who  yet  would  be  free, 
In  your  hearts  let  the  deeds  of  your  ancestors  be 

Enshrined  as  on  history's  page ! 
The  dust  of  your  heroes  doth  quicken  your  ground, 
The  stones  of  your  city  vibrate  with  their  sound, 

The  martyr,  the  patriot,  and  sage ! 

Shall  the  name,  shall  the  cause  of  brave  Tankerfield  die  ? 
Shall  the  ages  yet  thrill  with  that  terrible  cry, 

"  How  long,  O  Lord,  holy  and  true  ?" 
Thee,  martyr  and  faithful !  my  soul  deep  reveres, 
Thy  spirit  unburied  shall  live  through  the  years, 

And  thine  altar  with  verdure  renew ! 
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LAMBETH  MSS.  900,  VOL.  12. 

The  Document  quoted  throughout  these  Memorials  is  the  second  in 
the  twelfth  volume  of  the  Lambeth  MSS.  900.    It  is  entitled  :— 


19 
97 


Status  totius  cleri  Archidiaconat.  Hunt. 

Doctores  in  Theologia     ...      5      Artium  Baculaurei 
Bacnlarii  in  Theologia    ...      9      Non  Graduati     .... 
Artium  Magistri      ....    88 
Habiles  ad  Concionandum,  64. 
Habiiee  at  Catechizand.  87. 
De  ceteris  qui  admodnm  pauci  sunt  speramus. 

Recusantes  infra  d  :  ArchL  Hunt. 
Comitat.  Hunt.,  William  Dickenson,  Rector  de  Aylton. 

Stephen  Wakefield,  Rector  de  Wistowe. 
Comitat.  Hartf .,  Bichardus  Chambers,  Vicarius  de  Hitchin ; 
Johannes  Potkyns,  Rector  de  Lyllye ; 
Thomas  Wilcockes,  Curatus  capellte  de  Bovington. 

As  the  names  are  given  throughout,  under  each  parish,  we  need  not 
reproduce  the  List  here.'  The  Document  is  immediately  preceded  by 
a  corresponding  List  for  the  Diocese  of  London,  including  the  Deanery 
of  Braughing  in  the  Archdeaconry  of  Middlesex,  and  bearing  date  1576. 
Both  documents  clearly  refer  to  the  same  period. 


in. 

LIST  OF  THE  EMIGRANTS  FROM  ST.  ALBANS  WHO  SAILED 
IN  THE  SHIP  "  PLANTER,"  1635.    Nich.  Traricb,  master. 

The  parties  brought  certificates  from  the  minister  of  St.  Albans,  co.  Herts, 
2nd  Aprilis,  1635  :— 

AGE 

John  Tuttell,  a  mercer         .       .  39 

Joan  Tuttell  (wife  of  the  above) .  42 
John  Lawrence  .  .  .  .17 
William  Lawrence        .       .        .12 

Maria  Lawrence     ....  9 

Abigail  Tuttell      ....  6 

Symon  Tuttell       ....  4 

Sarah  Tuttell        ....  2 

Jo.  Tuttell 1 

Maria  Chittwood   ....  24 

Thos.  Olney,  shoemaker       .        .  86 

MaryOlney 80 

Thos.  Olney 8 

Epenetus  Olney     ....  1 

Geo.  Giddin 26 


AGS 

James  Giddin  .  .  .  .20 
Thos.  Savage,  a  tailor  .        .        .27 

Ric.  Harvil 22 

Francis  Peboddy  .  .  .  .21 
Joan  Antrobus       .        .        .        .66 

Marie  Wrast 24 

Thos.  Greene  .  .  .  .16 
Naham  Haserd  (servant   to  Jo. 

Tuttell) 16 

Will.  Beardsley,  mason  .  .  80 
Maria  Beardsley  .  .  .  .26 
Maria  Beardsley  ....  4 
John  Beardsley  ....  2 
Jos.  Beardsley  .  .  6  months 
Allen  Parley 27 
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Jamee  Wearer,  stationer 

Edmund  Wearer  . 

Win.  Wiloockaon,  linen  wearer 

Margaret  Wiloockaon  . 

Jo.  Wilcockson     . 

An.  Harrea  .... 


23  WilL  Felloe 24 

28  Francis  Baker       ....  24 

84  Tho.  Carter    .        .        .        .       .  25 

24  Mich.  Williamson         ...  30 
2  Eliz.  Morrison  (servant  to  George 

22           Giddins) 12 


Four  days  later  the  Planter  received  others  on  board  ;   April  6th, 
1636:— 


AGS 

AGS 

Anton,  Staunion,  a  glorer    .       .    24 

Ann  Bates 

.    40 

Dan.  Hanbury       .        . 

.    29 

James  Bates  . 

.    14 

Francis  Dexter 

.    18 

Clement  Bates 

, 

.        .    12 

WilL  Dawes  . 

.    15 

Rachel  Bates 

.        , 

.      8 

Maria  Saunders     . 

.    15 

Jos.  Bates 

.       .     5 

Maria  Fuller  . 

.    17 

Ben.  Bates     . 

.      2 

Ric.  Smith     . 

.    14 

Jo.  Winchester 

,       , 

.    19 

Ric  Ridley    . 

.    16 

Jarris  Gold   . 

.    30 

Francis  Newcom   . 

.        .    80 

Martin  Saunders,1  carrier 

.    40 

Rachell  Newcom,  uxor 

.        .    20 

Rachel  Saunders,  uxor . 

.    40 

Rachell  Newcom  . 

.      .      .   24 

Lea  Saunders 

.    10 

Jo.  Newcom 

9  months 

Judith  Saunders    . 

.      8 

Clement  Bates,  tailor 

.        .        .    40 

Martin  Saunders  (8  children)       .     4 

1  It  is  stated  in  one  work,  "These  parties  embarked  in  the  Elizabeth; 
Wm.  Stagp."    See  Massachusetts   Hist.    Soc  Journal,  1852-1871.    Also  Hotton's 
Original  LuU  of  American  Emigrant*,  1874. 


IV. 
LIST  OF  SIGNATURES  TO  THE  HUSBANDMAN'S  PLEA,  1647. 

This  remarkable  work — "  The  Two  Petitions  of  Divers  Freeholders  and 
other  Freemen  of  the  County  of  Hertford,  with  the  parts  adjacent," 
which  were  signed  by  five  thousand  farmers  and  others — has  already  been 
described  (p.  141).  We  give  a  few  more  extracts,  and  the  list  of  ninety- 
four  of  the  signatures. 

u  Daily  experience  sheweth  that  many  griping  Landlords  do  take  advantage  upon 
the  covetousness,  simplicity,  and  necessities  of  the  takers,  and  hare  drawn  their 
tenants  to  greater  rents  than  they  are  able  to  pay  "  (p.  72).  The  landlord  u sells  his 
land  at  a  great  price,  and  lets  it  at  a  greater  rent  than  the  land  is  worth  in  itself,  for 
he  makes  the  buyer  or  taker  of  the  land  to  give  a  price  for  his  own  goods  that  he 
shall  lay  out  upon  that  land  before  he  can  make  any  use  of  it,  and  this  is  but  a 
defrauding  of  our  brother.  This  will  not  be  accounted  justice  before  God,  in  selling 
or  letting  of  land,  to  take  money  for  such  a  consideration  that  is  not  in  the  nature 
of  the  thing  sold  and  let**  (p.  74).  "Is  there  no  year  of  jubilee  for  us,  that  our 
natural  inheritance  should  return  to  us  again  ?  or  are  our  eares  boared  that  we  and 
our  children  should  be  slaves  to  the  impropriator  and  his  children  for  ever  ?  " 

44  If  any  men  have  so  built  their  faith  upon  Acts  of  Parliament  without  any  con- 
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sideration  whether  those  statutes  or  acts  are  agreeable  unto  the  justice  of  the  Moral 
Law  of  God  and  the  law  of  Nature ;  and  hare  bought  such  an  estate  as  the  Parlia- 
ment had  no  right  to  create,  neither  by  the  law  of  God  or  Nature,  nor  trust  reposed 
in  them  by  those  that  chose  them :  Those  men  must  be  content  to  sit  down  by  the 
losses  as  other  men  do,  who  buy  lands  and  other  goods  of  those  that  have  no  right 
to  sell  them,  and  to  learn  to  be  wiser  next  time  "  (p.  94). 

"These  names  hereto  annexed  are  in  behalf  of  themselves,  and  their  fellow 
petitioners,  which  were  in  number  about  5,000.  See  the  two  petitions  at  the 
beginning  of  the  book  . — 


Robert  Edlin. 
William  Soule. 
Robert  Pitkin. 
Thomas  Nash. 
Roger  Nash. 
Thomas  SnelL 
Joshua  Halsey. 
Thomas  Gould. 
Thomas  Downes. 
Thomas  Clarke. 
Francis  How. 
William  Sanders. 
John  Humphrey. 
Ralph  Trumper. 
Joseph  Bovenden. 
James  Harding. 
John  Harding. 
Richard  Child. 
Henry  Ball. 
Richard  Norwood. 
John  Monk. 
William  Graffingham. 
John  Halsey. 
Josias  Rutland. 
John  How. 
Thomas  Berchmore. 
William  Lalsey. 
John  Browne. 
Nathaniel  Humphrey. 
John  Gibson. 
Thomas  Dover. 
Thomas  Ivor. 


William  Hill. 
Thomas  Goodson. 
John  How. 
Jerom  Weston. 
Edward  Halsey. 
Francis  Knight. 
John  Rose. 
Robert  Blackett. 
William  Hammond. 
Thomas  Heyward. 
John  Paice. 
Matthew  Harding. 
John  Hawse. 
William  Babbe. 
Giles  Child. 
John  Hill. 
William  Beale. 
Jeremie  Hill. 
William  Knight. 
William  Wells. 
Thomas  Gate. 
James  Grover. 
Thomas  Peppitt. 
John  Knight. 
Walter  Warrin. 
John  Rutland. 
George  Rose,  senior. 
Edmund  Sybley. 
Robert  Smith,  junior. 
John  Belfield. 
Edward  Rose. 
William  Halsey. 


George  Rose. 
John  Wheelar. 
Robert  Halsey. 
John  Leaper. 
Richard  Parrat. 
Foster  Wailia 
Anthony  Story. 
Samuel  Ashon. 
Joseph  Halsey. 
Hugh  Smith. 
Henry  Perger. 
Richard  Young. 
John  Garret. 
Peter  Medwes,  senior. 
John  Foster. 
John  Hill. 
Edward  Nowell. 
Edward  Chandler. 
Thomas  Leaperd. 
Thomas  Halsey. 
John  Halsey. 
Thomas  Robins. 
Peter  Med we?,  jun  ior. 
Thomas  Wight. 
Faustene  Knight. 
Thomas  Halsey,  senior. 
Robert  Smith,  senior. 
John  Beech. 
Henry  Adean. 
James  Rolf  e. 
Timothy  Weeden. 
Nathaniel  Picket.'1 


V. 

TRIERS  FOR  HERTS,  1654. 

"Whereas  by  the  continuance  of  divers  scandalous  and  insufficient 
Ministers  and  Schoolmasters  in  many  Churches,  Chappels,  and  Publique 
Schools  within  this  nation,  the  more  effectual  Propagation  of  the  Gospel, 
and  settlement  of  a  godly  and  painful  Ministry  is  much  obstructed,  and 
no  Authority  now  in  force  for  removing  such  Ministers  and  School. 
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masters ;  for  remedy  thereof,  Be  it  ordained  by  His  Highness  the  Lord 
Protector,  by  and  with  the  consent  of  His  Council,  that  the  persons 
hereafter  named,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby  appointed  and  constituted  com- 
missioners for  and  within  the  respective  counties  within  England  and 
Wales,  for  the  ends  and  purposes  hereafter  in  and  by  this  ordinance 
expressed  and  directed;  that  is  to  say,  for  ike  County  of  Hertford: 
Henry  Lawrence,  Lord  President  of  His  Highness  Council,  Sir  John 
Wittronge,  Lord  Fiennes,  John  Marsh,  Francis  White,  Esquires ; 
Isaac  Puller,  Esquire,  William  Turner,  of  Hertford,  Alban  Cox, 
Master  Combes  the  younger,  of  Hemstead,  Colonel  Washington, 
Thomas  Nicholl,  William  Leman,  Esq.,  Ralph  Gladman,  Gent, 
William  Packer,  Esq.,  William  Hickman,  Gent. 

And  the  said  Commissioners  for  the  respective  counties,  or  any  five 
of  them  are  hereby  authorized  and  impowered  to  call  before  them  any 
publique  Preacher,  or  Lecturers,  or  other  persons  formerly  called  Parsons, 
etc.  .  .  .  And  such  Minister  and  Schoolmaster  shall  be  accounted  ignorant 
and  insufficient  as  shall  be  so  declared  and  adjudged  by  the  Commissioners 
in  every  County  or  any  five  of  them,  together  with  any  five  or  more  of 
the  Ministers  hereafter  nominated  in  this  present  ordinance  to  be  assistant 
to  the  said  Commissioners ;  viz.,  for  the  County  of  Hertford;  Mr.  Philip 
Goodwyn,  Mr.  John  Warren,  Dr.  John  Liohtfoot,  of  Munden- 
Magna,  Mr.  Samuel  Tomlin,  Mr.  Thomas  Mockett,  Mr.  Thomas 
Halseter,  Mr.  John  Young,  Mr.  Isaac  Bedford,  Mr.  Nathaniel 
Eels,  Mr.  Tutty,  Mr.  Slater,  Mb.  John  Pointer,  Mr.  Daniel 
Dike,  Mr.  Lee,  of  Hatfield. 


VI. 

LIST  OF  PURITAN  MINISTERS  IN  HERTS. 

Baxter,  Nathaniel,  Bedburn.  Hancock,  Henry,  Ftzrnenx  Pelham. 

Becon,  Thomas,  S.T.P.,  Backland.  Harrison,  Edward,  Kens  worth. 

Bill,  William,  D.D.,  Ashwell.  Janeway,  William,  MA.,  Senr.,  Kelahall. 

Brownrigg,  Ralph,  D J).,  Barley.  Johnson,  Robert,  B .A.,  Gorhambury. 

Chaancy,     Charles,    S.T.B.    (to    New  Kendall,  George,  MA.,  Hemel  Hemsfeed. 

England),  Ware,  Norton,  John,  BA.  (to  New  England), 
Gartwright,  Thomas,  B.D.,  Royston.  Bishop's  Stortford. 

Chambers,  Richard,  MA.,  Hitchin.  Nowell,     Alexander,     D.D.,      Hadham 
Chambers,  Thomas,  Westmill.  Magna. 

Denne,  Henry,  BA.,  Pirton.  Osbaldeston,  Lambert,  M.A.,  Wheatham- 
Dyke,  William,  BA.,  St.  Michael's,  St.  stead. 

Albans.  Pigg>  Oliver,  BA.,  Stevenage. 

Fletcher,  Richard,  B A.,  Bishop's  Stort-  Patmore,  Thomas,  MA.,  Hadham  Magna. 

ford.  Palmer,  Herbert,  B.D.,  AshwelL 

Gawton,  Richard,  Redbnrn.  Pratt,  John,  Newenham. 

Geree,  John,  MA.,  Abbey  Church,  St.  Pratt,  Robert,  Aldenham. 

Albans.  Peacham,  Edmund,  BA.,  Ridge. 
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Potkins,  John,  M.A.,  Lilley. 
Budd,  John,  M.A.,  SheephalL 
Smith,  Simon,  B.A.,  Hadham  Parva. 
Stone,  Samuel,  BJL  (to  New  England), 

Hertford. 
Strange,  Alexander,  D J).,  Layston. 
Taylor,  Thomas,  B.A-,  Watford. 
Vines,  Richard,  MjL,  Watton. 


Ward,  Nathaniel,  M.A.,  Walkern. 
Ward,  Samuel,  S.T.P.,  Munden  Magna. 
Willet,  Andrew,  8.T.P.,  Barley. 
Wyborne,  Percival,  8.T.P.,  Gorhambury. 
Wylblud,  Humphrey,  B.A.,  Bedburn. 
Wilcocks,  Thomas,  B.A.,  Bovingdon. 
Whincop,  John,  D  J).,  dothalL 


vn. 

MEMBERS  OF  THE  WESTMINSTER  ASSEMBLY  BELONGING 

TO    HEBTS. 


DlYIHBS. 


Burgee,  Cornelius,  D.D.,  Watford. 
Hard  wick,  Humphrey,  M.A.,  Hadham 

Magna. 
Lightfoot,  John,  D.D.,  Munden  Magna. 
Palmer,  Herbert,  B  J).,  Assessor,  AshwelL 


Staunton,  Edmund,  8.T.P.,  Bushey. 
Smith,  Peter,  D.D.,  Barkway. 
Yines,  Richard,  M.A.,  Watton. 
Westfield,  Thomas,  D.D.,  St.  Albans. 
Whincop,  John,  D.D.,  Clothall. 


Lay  Members. 


William  Cecil,  Earl  of  Salisbury,  Hatfield. 
Sir  Thomas  Barrington,  Flamstead. 


John  Maynard,  St  Albans. 
John  White.  Bushey. 


VHI. 

NONCONFORMING  MINISTERS  EJECTED  IN  HERTS, 

1660—1662. 


Ball,  Nathaniel,  M.A.,  Boyston. 

Ball,  Samuel,  Hormead  Parra. 

Barker,  James,*  Bedburn. 

Bedford,  Isaac,  M.A.,  Willian. 

Brookes,  Richard,  Puttenham. 

Baileman,  James,  Kensworth. 

Burwell,  Jeremiah,  M.A.,  St.  Andrew's, 
Hertford. 

Cater,  Andrew,  M.A.,  Graveley. 

Comyng,  Francis,  M.A.,  Albury. 

Grow,  John,  M.A*,  AshwelL 

Church,  Joseph,  M.A^  All  Saints,  Hert- 
ford. 

Dobbins,  Robert,  B.A.,  Brent  Pelham. 


Draper,  Joseph,  M.A.,  Sandridge. 
Dyke,  Daniel,  M.A.,  Hadham  Magna. 
Seles,  Nathaniel,  M.  A.,  Harpenden. 
Ewer,  John,*  Sawbridgeworth. 
Fly,  William,  Blstree. 
Gardiner,  Thomas,  M.A.,  GlothalL 
Goodwin,  Edmond,  Eastwick. 
Goodwin,  Philip,  M.  A.,  Watford. 
Graves,  William,  M.A.,  Little  Munden. 
Greaves,  Nicholas,  D.D.,  Welwyn. 
Hackett,  Thomas,  Datch worth. 
Haworth,  William,  M.A.,  St.   Peter's, 

St.  Albans. 
Janeway,  William,  Junr.,  MjL,  Kelshall. 


*  Afterwards  conformed. 
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Kidner,  Thomas,  M.A.,  Hitchin. 
King,  John,  M.A.,  Abbots  Langley. 
Lawrence,  John,  Ridge. 
Lloyd,  John,  North  Mimms. 
Leoffs,  Isaac,  M.A.,  Shqnley. 
Mockett,  Thomas,  M.  A.,  Gilston. 
Noroott,  John,  St.  Margaret's. 
Noma,  Daniel,  Anstey. 
Paine,  John,  M.  A.,  Bishop's  Stortford. 
Partridge,     Nathaniel,     M.A.,     Abbey 

Church,  St.  Albans 
Peachy,  Samuel,  Paul's  Walden 
Peck,  Robert,  Codicote. 
Plomer,  Francis,  Aldbury. 
Shaw,  Samuel,  Chipping  Barnet. 
Sherwin,  William,  M.A.,  Wallington. 
Skingle,  Daniel,  MJL,  Hadham  Parra. 
Staler,  Jonas,  Westmill. 


Smeath,  Simon,  Walkern. 

Swinnock,   George,    M.A.,    Rickmans- 

worth. 
6edgewick,  Joseph,  M.A.,  Aspeden. 
Tenant,  Marmaduke,  M.A.,  Therfield. 
Thornton,  Thomas,*  Wheathamstead. 
Travers,  John,  B.A.,  Aldenham. 
Tomlins.  Samuel,  Northaw. 
Tutty,  William,  M.A.,  Totteridge. 
Waite,  John,  Meesdon. 
Warren,  Edward,  Thorley. 
Wilson,  John,  M.A.,  Kimpton. 
Withnell,  Edward,  M.  A.,  St  Stephen's, 

St.  Albans. 
Yates,  John,  M.A.,  Cheshunt 
Young,  Edward,  AnBtey. 
Young,  John,  MJL,  Ware. 


*  Afterwards  conformed. 


IX. 
MINISTERS  m  HERTS  EJECTED  ELSEWHERE. 


Andrews,  Thomas      .    . 

Burgea,  Cornelius,  D.D. 
Baker,  John  .  .  .  . 
Crofton,  Zachariah,M.A. 
Dyke,  Jeremiah  .  .  . 
Feake,  Christopher  .  . 
Green,  John  .  .  .  . 
Hazard,  Matthew  .  .  . 
King,  Benjamin,  M.A.  . 
Newton,  George,  M.A.  . 
Randall,  Matthew .  .  . 
Roberts,  Richard  .  .  . 
Swinnock,  George,  M.A. 
Staunton,  Edmund,  B.  A. 
Swift,  Richard .  .  .  . 
Tomlyns,  Samuel  .  .  . 
Tookey,  Job,  M.A.  .  , 
Warren,  Edward  .  .  , 
Vanghan,  Thomas  .  . 
Walley,  Thomas    .    .    . 


PLACE  OK  HERTS  MINISTRY. 

North  Mimms     .... 

Watford 

Lilley 

Graveley 

Stanstead 

All  Saints,  Hertford  .  . 
Hertingfordbury  .  .  . 
Chipping  Barnet  .  .  . 
Flamstead  and  Hitchin  . 
Abbey  Church,  St.  Albans 

Aldenham 

Abbey  Church,  St.  Albans 
Rickmansworth  .... 

Bushey 

Offlev 

Northaw 

Abbey  Church,  St.  Albans 

Offley 

Furneux  Pelham  .  .  . 
Rickmansworth  .... 


EJECTED  PROM. 


Wellingborough,  Northamp- 
tonshire. 
Wells,  Somerset. 
Chrifltleton,  Wiltshire. 
St  Botolph's,  Aldgate. 
Parndon,  Essex. 
London. 

Tunsted,  Norfolk. 
Bristol. 

Oakham,  Rutland. 
Taunton,  Deron. 
Hiffham,  Somerset 
Cullesden,  Surrey. 
Great  Kimble,  Bucks. 
Kingston-on-Thames. 
Edgware. 

Crawley,  Hampshire. 
Yarmouth. 
Colchester. 
Smarden,  Kent. 
St  Mary,  WhitechapeL 
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X. 
MINISTERS  EJECTED  ELSEWHERE  WHO  GAME  TO  HERTS. 


Baxter,  Richard   .     . 
Billio,  Robert  .    .    , 
Bragge,  Robert    .     , 
Chandler.  Francis     .     . 
Corbet,  John,  B.  A.,  B.D. 
Oradock,  Samuel,  B.D. 
Ely,  Samuel     .     .    . 
Faldo,  John     .     .     . 
Glover,  Hugh,  B.A.  . 
Holcroft,  Francis,  M.  A 
Home,  Abraham,  M.A. 
Hutchenson,  John,  B.A. 
Jenkin,  William,  M.A.  . 
Markettman.  William   . 
Oddy,  Joseph,  M.A. 


Palmer,  Anthony,  M.A.     . 
Roberts,  Richard,  M.  A. 

Scott,  Oliver 

Singleton,  John,  M.A.  .     . 
Staunton,  Edmund,  D.D.  . 

Tory,  Robert 

Wads  worth,  Thomas,  M.A. 


Warham,  Francis,  M.A    . 

Waite,  Joseph 

Warren,  John,  M.A.      .    . 
Wells,  John,  M.A.    .    .    . 

White,  Jeremiah,  M.A 


EJECTED  FROM. 

Kidderminster 

Wick  ham,  Essex 

Fellow  of  Wadham  College,  Oxford 

Theydon  Mount,  Essex    .... 

Bramshot,  Hampshire 

Cadbury,  Somerset 

Henham,  Essex 

Army  Chaplain 

Finchingfield,  Essex 

Fellow  of  Clare  Hall,  Cambridge  . 

Whittingham,  Northumberland     . 

Trinity  College,  Cambridge  .    .     . 

Christ  Church,  London     .... 

West  Ham,  Essex 

Fellow  of  Trinity  College,  Cam- 
bridge   

Bourton,  Gloucestershire .... 

Colsdon,  Surrey 

Army  Chaplain 

Oxford  University 

Kingston-on-Thames 

Mary  Magdalene.  Bermondsey  .     . 

Fellow  of  Christ  Church,  Cambridge; 
Newington  Butts    ..... 

Hendon,  Middlesex      ...'.. 

Sprowton,  Suffolk 

Hatfield  Broad  Oak 

Fellow  of  St.  John's,  Oxford;  St. 
Olave's  Jury,  London  .... 

Fellow  of  Trinity  College,  Cam- 
bridge   


Totteridge. 
Bayford. 
Cheshunt. 
Bishop's  Stortford. 
Totteridge. 
Bishop's  Stortford. 
Bishop's  Stortford. 
Chipping  Barnet. 
Bishop's  Stortford. 
Hitchm. 
Theobalds. 
Hitchin. 
King's  Langley. 
Elstree. . 

'Hitchin 
Cheshunt 
Watford. 
St.  Albans. 
Hertford. 
St.  Albans. 
Paul's  Walden. 
Cheshunt. 

Hatfield. 
Hitchin. 
Bishop's  Stortford. 

Watton. 

Elstree. 
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COLLECTIONS  IN  HERTFORDSHIRE  FOR  THE  DISTRESSED 

PROTESTANTS  OF  PIEDMONT,  JUNE,  1655. 

(rt  June  13th,  1655,  is  Wednesday.  On  the  morrow  is  universal  Fast-day,  Humili- 
ation and  Prayer,  and  public  Collection  of  money  for  the  Protestants  of  Piedmont. 
A  day  of  much  pious  emotion  in  England ;  and  of  liberal  contribution,  which 
continued  on  the  following  days."    Carlyle's  Cromwell,  iii.  107,  108.) 


£    s.  d. 

£    a.   d. 

Aston    . 

.    0  18    8 

Am  well,  Great' 

.    1  18    6 

Albans  (Burrough) 

.  17    1    8 

Bishop's  Stortford 

,       .  20    4    0 

Albans,  Peter's      . 

.  11  12    0 

Brantford 

.     1  17    6 

Albury  . 

.818 

Benington     . 

.910 

Anstey  . 

.269 

Bushey  . 

.860 

Aspeden 
Ayott,  Little . 

.202 

Broxborne     . 

.    9  12    6 

.    0  12    0 

Barkhamsted,  Peter 

.417 

Ayott,  Great. 

.    0  19    7 

Barkhamsted,  Mary 

.281 

Ashwell 

.    8    8  10 

Baldock 

.264 

Abbots  Langley    . 

.  21    0    4 

Barkway 

.    2  16    0 

Aldenham 

.    8  16    0 

Braughing     . 

.    2  16    6 

888 
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£  s.  d. 

£   ft.  d. 

Brent  Pelham 

.       .    1  11    6* 

Mnnden,  Great    • 

.400 

Barley  . 

.    8  16    2 

Munden,  Little    . 

2  16    6 

Buntingford  West 

mill  .        .254 

Northaw 

.    28    4  10 

Barnett,  Chipping 

.    9  18    7 

North  Minims 

.        .600 

Barnett,  East 

.544 

Norton 

0    8    6 

Backlaod 

.17    9 

Newenham  . 

.060 

Bovingdon     • 

.291 

Northchurch 

2    8    1 

Baldock 

.269 

Offley  . 

.      5  14  10 

Bygrave 

.    0  16    0 

Pirton  . 

1    8  10 

Barkhamsted,  Litl 

le      .        .    0  14    0 

Paul's  Walden 

6  12    4 

Bayford 

.    0  11    0 

Puttenham  . 

0  14    0 

Chethunt 

.  85  17    5 

Boyston 

.      7    8  10* 

Coddicot 

.242 

Ridge  . 

0  17    4 

Clothall 

.10    0 

Redbnrne 

.      2  10    8 

Gottered 

.    8    0  10 

Rickmansworth   . 

.    28    1    6 

Datchworth  . 

.208 

Radwell 

.090 

DiggesweU    • 

.     1  15    6 

Biaden  •       . 

.089 

Essenden 

.  %     .     2  16    6 

Sacomb 

.      0  16    0 

Flamstead 

.     8  10    8 

Stocking  Pelham . 

0    8    8 

Flaunden 

.    0  18    0 

Sanndridge  . 

.      1  18    7 

Furneui  Pelham 

.     1    811 

Sawbridgeworth  . 

.      7    0    0 

Gaddesden,  Great 

.086 

Standon 

2    7    6 

Gaddesden,  Little 

.116 

Stapleford    . 

.      0    7  10 

Graveley 

.260 

Stanstead  Abbots 

.      2  18    8 

Hertingfordbury 

.    2  16    5 

Stevenage    . 

5    0    0 

Hemel  Hemsted    . 

.  11  14  11 

Sandon        .        , 

.      1  17    0 

Hadham,  Little 

.459 

Shenley 

.    10    6    6* 

Hertford,  All  Saint 

bs      .        .  26  18    7 

Sheephall     . 

.      0    9    7 

Hertford,  St.  Andr 

ew    .        .    8  10    6 

Barret  . 

.      8    8  11 

Hormead,  Little    . 

.    1  12    2 

St.  Stephen's 

.      8  12    5 

Hinksworth  . 

.    1  18    5 

Totteridge   . 

.     50  19    8 

Harpenden 

.  15    0    0 

Thundridge 

.      1  12    8 

Hatfield 

.  84    4    8 

Tewing 

.      8  18    2* 

Hormead,  Great    . 

.246 

Tring  . 

.      6  18    2 

Hexton . 

.17    5 

Tharfield 

9    6    5 

Hitchin . 

.11    4  11 

Throcklng   . 

.086 

Hadham  Great 

.     8  14    6 

Wiggington 

0  12    6 

Ickleford 

.     0  17  10 

Willian 

3    0    0i 

Ippolita . 

.    0  16    5 

Watton 

.      8    5  10 

Idlestree 

.     2  10    7 

Wormley 

4    5  11 

Enebworth    . 

.     1  19    6 

Watford       . 

.  103    5    6 

Kimpton 

.648 

Weston 

.      8  19    6 

Kelshall 

.     1  15    2 

Welwyn 

.      8  17    9 

Kensworth 

.     1    2  11 

Widyal 

.       1  18    4 

King's  Walden 

.     1  16    4 

Wheathamstead  . 

.      4    8    9 

King's  Langley 

.     5    8  11 

Wymondley,  Great 

.      2    7    7 

Layston 

.825 

Wymondley,  Little 

.       1  18    9 

Lilley     . 

.110 

Walkern      . 

8  11    7 

Letchworth    . 

.     0  16    8 

Ware   . 

.     18  13    0 

St.  Michael's 

.762 

Westmill      . 

.      2    5    4 

St.  Margaret's 

.566 

1 

\)tal£7M14    8j 

The  above  are  from  a  large  4to  volume  in  vellum,  giving  the  collections  throughout 
England  arranged  in  counties.    S.P.O.,  Domestic,  Interregnum,  /.  126. 
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THE  QUAKERS  DURING  THE  COMMONWEALTH. 

It  is  a  common  taunt  against  the  Cromwellians  that  they  persecuted 
the  Quakers  just  as  severely  as  they  themselves  had  been  persecuted 
during  the  reigns  of  Elizabeth,  James  I.,  and  Charles  I.  But  this  taunt, 
when  examined,  will  be  found  not  to  hold  water.  If  the  Quakers  or  any 
other  religious  body  behaved  now  in  this  year  of  grace  1884  as  they 
behaved  during  the  Commonwealth,  they  would  bring  themselves  within 
the  law  and  its  penalties  with  still  greater  severity  than  in  Cromwell's 
day.  Coming  into  churches  and  chapels  during  the  time  of  Divine 
worship,  disturbing  the  service,  shouting  up  the  aisles,  declaiming  against 
the  preacher,  and  even  violating  decency  by  coming  in  unclothed  ; — these 
were  their  acts ;  and  for  such  acts  they  would  incur  punishment  under 
the  freest  government  in  the  world.  As  to  the  language  they  used,  an 
example  of  it  may  be  found  on  p.  215  of  this  volume,  where  even  John 
Bunyan  is  called  "a  liar,"  "a  child  of  the  devil,"  and  so  on,  by  the 
eminent  Quaker,  Edmund  Burrough.  In  like  manner  the  pious  Samuel 
Eaton,  of  Dukinfield,  in  Cheshire,  was  thus  publicly  addressed  by  the 
Quakers,  "O  Eaton,  thou  liar!  Doth  Satan  transform  himself  into 
ministers  of  righteousness  ?  I  charge  thee  in  the  presence  of  Christ  to  be 
a  liar.  O  thou  dark  sot."  The  case  of  Christopher  Feake,  who  was  at 
All  Saints,  Hertford,  for  a  time,  shows  further  the  reckless  manner  in 
which  they  spoke  against  the  government,  and  against  Cromwell  in 
particular.  In  the  Bodleian  Library  (MS.  Rawlinson,  a  51,  fol.  128), 
among  the  Thurloe  papero,  is  the  following : — 

"Mr.  Harrison,  Mr.  Pheake,  Mr.  Carr,  and  Mr.  Rogers,  meet  ordinarily  at 
Mr.Daforne's  house  in  Bartholomew  Lane,  near  the  Royal  Exchange,  where 
they  prof  esse  themselves  ready  for  an  insurrection,  the  time  being  now  come, 
as  they  say,  wherein  the  three  years  and  half  e  is  at  an  endjin  which  the  wit- 
nesses have  been  dead,  And  that  there  will  be  a  resurrection  of  them.  It  is 
confidently  beleeved  that  upon  this  delusion  they  will  ground  an  attempt 
which  may  be  attended  with  some  mischeife ;  they  professing  it  to  be  their 
resolution  to  destroy  all  that  shall  oppose  them."    June  15th,  1657. 

There  is  also  a  letter  from  the  governor  of  Windsor  Castle  (MS. 
Rawlinson,  A  36,  fol.  239),  in  which  he  says  that  Feake,  in  prayer  with 
his  friends,  used  this  expression  : — "  O  Lord,  we  humbly  beseech  Thee,  if 
ever  Thou  wilt  do  anything  at  the  request  of  Thy  people,  grant  us  this, 
that  Thou  wilt  throw  down  these  three  grand  tyrants  of  the  nation,  the 
army,  the  law,  and  the  clergy."  Feake  definitely  prophesied  "  the  fall  of 
the  government,  and  the  destruction  of  the  Protector."  He  knows  the 
Protector  by  no  name  but  that  of  "an  apostate,"  "covenant-breaker," 
"  juggler,"  "  traitor,"  "  usurper,"  "  tyrant,"  and  "  persecutor."  Feake's  son 
sings  among  the  guards, "  The  Protector  is  a  fool,  the  Protector  is  a  fool,"  and 
again, "  The  Protector  shall  go  down  forty  times  together."  Feake  boasted 
that  "  there  were  forty  thousand  of  them  ready  to  oppose  the  present 
government " ;  and  being  asked  by  an  officer  whether  he  were  not  against 
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the  common  enemy,  he  said, "  Yes,  but  both  of  them  against  Oliver."  The 
same  account  shows  that  he  took  advantage  of  the  comparative  liberty 
allowed  him  in  Windsor  Castle  to  take  possession  of  the  pulpit  at  St.  George's 
one  Sunday,  and  began  there  his  seditious  preachings.  It  is  obvious  that 
if  a  Quaker  preacher,  or  any  other  man,  in  public  thus  denounced  Queen 
Victoria  and  her  rule,  the  law  would  silence  him  ;  and  restraint  upon  such 
violence  cannot  be  fairly  called  persecution.  Society  must  defend  itself 
against  outrage  even  when  perpetrated  in  the  name  of  religion.  The  same 
remark  applies  to  the  laws  which  the  New  Englanders  had  to  make  in  self- 
defence  at  a  time  when  their  very  existence  as  a  colony  was  threatened  by 
persons  who,  in  the  name  of  religion,  sought  to  undermine  the  infant 
constitution.  Cromwell,  however,  ordered  the  release  of  imprisoned 
Quakers,  at  Colchester,  October  17th,  1656,  and  at  Launceston  and  other 
places  February  7th,  1656-7  (S.  P.  0.  Dom.  Interregnum,  J.  77. 


xnL 

TEMPERANCE  IN  HERTS  DURING  THE  COMMONWEALTH. 

"  At  the  General  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Publick  Peace  of  the  County  of 
Hertford,  holden  at  Hertford,  for  the  county  aforesaid,  on  Monday  next 
after  the  feast  of  the  Translation  of  St.  Thomas  the  Martyr,  that  is  to 
say.  the  fourteenth  and  sixteenth  dayes  of  July  in  the  yeer  of  our  Lord 
one  thousand  six  hundred  fifty  and  six  "  (B.M.  Lib.  190,  g.  106,  s — sh.  fol.). 

'•  Forasmuch  as  his  Highness  the  Lord  Protector  of  the  Commonwealth, 
etc..  hath  taken  special  notice  of  the  mischiefs  and  great  disorders  which 
daily  happen  and  are  committed  in  Taverns,  Innes,  and  Ale-houses,  which 
are  extremely  multiplied  in  this  nation,  ....  therefore  it  is  thought  fit, 
and  accordingly  ordered  by  the  Bench  this  present  Session,  that  no  person 
whatsoever  living  in  any  house  within  this  county  shall  from  henceforth  be 
licenced  to  keep  any  Ale-house  or  Victualling-house  unless  his  house  be  in 
the  common  road  or  open  street,  and  not  standing  alone ;  and,  in  such  places, 
no  greater  number  than  necessity  requires ;  and  that  such  persons  so  to  be 
licenced  be  of  honest  life  and  conversation,  and  of  good  ability,  well  affected 
to  the  present  government,  and  of  persons  who  have  not  adhered  to  the  late 
king  and  his  party.  Also  if  a  greater  number  of  Ale-houses  have  been  licenced 
in  this  county  than  are  of  absolute  necessity,  or  whose  houses  are  not  con- 
venient, or  the  persons  not  so  qualified  as  is  above  expressed,  that  their 
licences  be  called  in,  and  they  suppressed.  Justices  of  the  peace  are  enjoined 
to  take  special  care  for  the  effectual  suppressing  of  all  such  Alehouse- 
keepers  as  are,  or  shall  be,  convicted  of  the  prophanation  of  the  Lord's 
Day  by  receiving  into  their  houses  any  company,  or  of  swearing,  drunken- 
ness, suffering  disorders,  tippling,  gaming,  or  playing  at  Tables,  Billiard 
Table,  Shovel-board,  Cards,  Dice,  Ninepins,  Pigeon-holes,  Trunks,  or  of 
keeping  Bowling  Alley  or  Bowling  Green,  or  any  of  them,  or  of  any  other 
games.    Examined  by  Edw.  Hide,  Clerk  of  the  Peace." 

In  this  order  of  1656  were  anticipated  two  measures  which  abstainers  in 
England  have  still  to  win — Reduction  of  number  and  Sunday  closing. 
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XV. 

SUPPLEMENTAEY  LISTS  OF  PLACES  CERTIFIED  FOE 
BELIGIOUS  WORSHIP, 

in  addition  to  those  already  named  in  the  several  parishes.    (From  the 
large  folios  in  Somerset  House.) 

A. — Supplementary  List  for  the  Arohd.  of  Huntingdon. 


flags  o»  xxnnre. 


682.  House 
583.  Building   . 
534.  Building  . 

635.  Building   . 

636.  Building   . 

637.  Building   . 

638.  Building  . 

639.  House 

640.  Room 

641.  House 

642.  House 

643.  Building   . 

644.  Building  . 
646.  House 

646.  Building   . 

647.  House 

648.  Messuage  .• 

649.  Meeting  House 

660.  House 

661.  Room 

662.  House 
653.  Building  . 
554.  Building  . 
655.  Building  . 
556.  Building  . 
657.  Building  . 
558.  Building  . 
659.  House 
66U  House 


661. 

562.  House 

663.  Large  Room 

664.  Messuage  . 
565.  Barn. 

666.  Building  . 

667.  Messuage  • 

668.  House 

669.  Messuage  . 

670.  House 

571.  Building  . 

572.  Building  . 

678.  Dwelling  House 

674.  House 

675.  Dwelling  House 

576.  " 

577.  _ 
57a  M 

679.  Chapel 

680.  House 

681.  Room 

682.  House 
688.  Dwelling  House 

684.  Chapel 

685.  Chapel 

686.  Chapel 


Hitobin      .       . 
Heme!   Hemsted 
Bhenley 
Iokleford     . 
Shenley 
Tring  . 

Hemel   Hemsted 
Hitchin  Hill      . 
Hertford     . 
Walkern     . 
Hemel  Hemsted 
Aldenham  . 
Hertingfordbury 
Hertford     . 
Tring  . 
AH8ainte',Hert. 

ford 
Gravely      . 
Chipperfleld 
Walkern 
Hatfield      . 
Tring  . 
Hatfield      . 
Aldenham  . 
Nortbchuroh 
Hemsted    . 
Great  Gaddesden 
Flamstead  . 


St.      Andrew's, 

Hertford 
St.     Andrew's, 

Hertford 
St.     Andrew's, 

Hertford 
Flamstead  . 
Hitchin       . 
Walkern     . 
Walkern     . 
Cottered 
Chipperfleld 
Yardley      . 
King's  Walden   . 
Cottered 
Caddington        . 
Stevenage  . 
King's  Langley  . 
Baldock      . 
Weston 
Hitchin 
Aldbury      . 
Baldock      . 
Hitchin  Hill 
Bishop  Stortford 
Baldock 
Keosworth . 
Offley .        .       . 
Great  Gaddesden 
Lilley.       .       . 


JOB  WHOM. 


Protestant 
Protestant 
Protestant 
Protestant 
Protestant 
Protestant 
Protestant 
Protestant 
Protestant 
Protestant 
Protestant 
Protestant 
Baptists  . 
Protestant 
Protestant 


Dissenters 
Dissenters 
Dissenters 
Dissenters 
Dissenters 
Dissenters 
Dissenters 
Dissenters 
Dissenters 
Dissenters 
Dissenters 
Dissenters 

Dissenters 
Dissenters 


BY  WHOM 

csBTinxn. 


Protestant  Dissenters 
Protestant  Dissenters 
Protestant  Dissenters 
Protestant  Dissenters 
Protestant  Dissenters 
Protestant  Dissenters 
Protestant  Dissenters 
Independents  . 
Protestant  Dissenters 
Protestant  Dissenters 
Protestant  Dissenters 
Protestant  Dissenters 
Protestant  Dissenters 

Protestant  Dissenters 

Protestant  Dissenters 

Protestant  Dissenters 
Wesleyans 
Protestant  Dissenters 
Protestant  Dissenters 
Wesleyans 
Independents  . 
Protestant  Dissenters 
Protestant  Dissenters 
Protestant  Dissenters 
Protestant  Dissenters 
Protestant  Dissenters 
Protestant  Dissenters 
Protestant  Dissenters 
Protestant  Dissenters 
Protestant  Dissenters 
Protestant  Dissenters 
Protestant  Dissenters 
Protestant  Dissenters 
Protestant  Dissenters 
Protestant  Dissenters 
Protestant  Dissenters 
Protestant  Dissenters 
Wesleyans 
Wesleyans 
Wesleyans 


Wm.  Hudson  . 
Thos.  Hopley 
T.  Wing  . 
J.  W.  Wayne  . 
J.  Montgomery 
J.  Butcher 
J.  Price   . 
8.  H.  Wardley 
8.  Chapman    . 
S.  Chapman    . 
J.  Waller. 
J.  Brock  . 
J.  P.  Edgecombe 
S.  Chapman 
T.  Fleet   . 

S.  Chapman  . 
J.  C.  George  . 
Rd.  Taylor  . 
S.  Chapman  . 
W.  M.  Hale  . 
Thos.  Fleet  . 
C.  £.  Smith  . 
Thos.  Livesey . 
R.  Compton  . 
Wm.  Draper  . 
A.  Godwin 
Robert  Briden. 
Joseph  Floyd  . 

Geo.  Grigg 

Geo.  Grigg 

Geo.  Grigg 
Wm.  Minney  . 
Francis  Ward  . 
Henry  Trindle 
Thos.  Wright  . 
Geo  Brown 
Geo.  Grigg 
J.  Cheeswright 
J.  Wanes 
R.  E.  Forsaith 
S.  Currant 
PeterSell 
Jonah  Champion 
John  Guy 
John  Guy 
John  Broad 
Jas.  Moororaft. 
Joseph  Hine    . 
John  Guy 
Thos.  Hardy    . 
John  Guy 
Dl.  Evans 
John  Crofts 
John  Crofts     . 
John  Crufts     . 


7th  Jan.,  1837 
21st  Mar.,  1887 
25th  May,  1887 
10th  July,  1887 
17th  Oct.,  1837 
14th  Nov.,  1887 
4th  June,  1888 
3rd  Nov.,  1838 
27th  Nov.,  1838 
27th  April,  1839 
15th  May,  1839 
18th  June,  183V 
28th  June,  1839 
15th  Nov.,  1839 
27th  Dec.,  1839 

1st  Feb.,  1840 
25th  April,  1840 
19th  May,  1840 
2nd  June,  1840 
25th  Aug.,  1840 
28th  Sept.,  1840 
10th  Oct.,  1840 
17th  Nov..  1840 
6th  Dec.,  1840 
22nd  Dec.,  1840 
22nd  Dec.,  1840 
22nd  Deo.,  1840 
26th  Max.,  1841 

Oct,  1841 

Oct.,  1841 

Oct.,  1841 
6th  Dec.,  1841 
18th  Feb.,  1842 
15th  Mar.,  1842 
15th  Mar.,  1842 
Oct..  1842 
7th  Deo.,  1842 
17th  Dec.,  1842 
10th  Jan.,  1843 
4th  April,  1843 
18th  Nov.,  1848 
14th  Mar.,  1844 
26th  Mar.,  1844 
17th  Aug.,  1844 
20th  Oct.,  1844 
12th  May,  1845 
28th  July,  1845 
4th  Dec.,  1845 
16th  Deo.,  1845 
80th  May,  1846 
30th  June,  1846 
11th  Aug.,  1846 
22nd  Sept.,  1846 
22nd  Sept.,  1846 
22nd  Sept.,  1846 
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rnoa  or  MBBTiva. 


687.  Chapel 
588.  Chapel      . 
580.  Chapel      . 
590.  Chapel 
691.  Chapel 
592.  Chapel      . 
5W3.  Chapel      . 
AM.  Chapel 

695.  Bulking  . 

696.  Dwelling  House 

697.  Chapel 

698.  Building  . 

699.  Room 

600.  Hoom 

601.  A  Barn     . 

602.  Hoom 

603.  Tenement. 

604.  Room 

605.  Chapel 

606.  Building  . 

607.  House 

608.  Dwelling  Home 


Kimpton 
Offley.        .       . 
Caddingtou 
Martgate  Street . 


Caddington 
Baldock  . 
Codioot  . 
Waterford  . 
Kensworth. 

Cheshunt   . 
Hitohin      . 
Hemel  Hemeted 
Furneux  Pelham 
Walkern     .       . 
Ware  . 
Hertford    . 
Weston 

Great  Oaddetden 
Albury 
Ardeley      . 


Wealeyane 

Wesleyans 

Wealeyane 

Wealeyani 

Wealeyane 

Wealeyani 

Wealeyane 

Methodists 

Protestant  DisMnters 

Protestant  Dissenters 

Protestant  Dissenters 


Protestant 
Protestant 
Protestant 
Protestant 
Protestant 
Protestant 
Protestant 
Protestant 
Protestant 
Protestant 
Baptists  . 


Dissenters 
Dissenters 
Dissenters 
Dissenters 
Dissenters 
Dissenters 
Dissenters 
Dissenters 
Dissenters 
Dissenters 


BY  WHOM 
CKBTTFIKD. 


John  Crofts 
John  Crofts 
John  Crofts     . 
John  Crafts 
John  Crofts 
John  Crofts     . 
John  Crofts     . 
John  Guy 
John  Crofts     . 
Joseph  Tyler  . 
Wright  Shovel- 
ton 
JohnGadsby  . 
John  Horn 
Geo.  Smith 
Saml.  Nicklin. 
Win.  Bray 
John  Sandf  ord 
Thos.  Hill 
F.W.H.Layton 
Matt.  Hobbs 
Jon.  Channels 
James  Long 


22nd  Sept.,  1846 
22nd  Sept.  ,1846 
2ftnd  Sept,  1846 
22nd  Sept.,  1846 
22nd  Sept,,  1846 
22nd  Sept.,  1846 
20th  Oct.,  1846 
27th  April,  1847 
11th  May,  1847 
15th  June,  1847 

14th  July,  1847 
4th  Oct.,  1847 
21st  July,  1848 
9th  Aug.,  1848 

19th  Oct.,  1850 
12th  April,  1851 
12th  April,  1861 
13th  May,  1851 
5th  May,  1852 
20th  May,  1852 
8th  Jane,  1852 


B.- 

—Supplementary  List :  Diocese  of  Rochester. 

264.  A  house  and  pre- 

Furneux Pelham    Protestant  Dissenters 

Samuel  Nicklin, 

1st  Oct.,  1S51 

mises    in    the 

of     Saffron 

occupation    of 

Walden. 

James  Taylor. 

256.  Abuilding  known 

Cheshunt    . 

Independents  . 

Joshua  Dukes, 

8rd  Feb.,  1861 

as  Cross  Brook 

Theobald's 

Chapel. 

Grore;  Tho- 
mas Chatteris, 
Cheshunt. 

268.  A   house  inha- 

Aspeden 

Protestant  Dissenters 

Samuel  Purdue 

16th  April,  1851 

bited  by  Samuel 
Purdue. 
260.  A  certain  house 
rented     by 
Samuel  Purdue 

Aspeden     .       . 

Protestant  Dissenters 

Samuel  Purdue 

12th  June,  1861 

268.  The  Room  known 
as  the  Temper- 

Bishop Stortf  ord 

letter  Day  Saints    . 

Henry     Darid 
Dull 

8rd  Ner.,  1861 

ance  Hall. 

272.  A  barn  and  pre- 

Anetey      .       . 

Protestant  Dissenten 

Samuel  Nicklin, 

,16th  May,  1862 

mises    in    the 

SanYon  Walden 

occupation    of 
William  Wisby 

and  others. 

278.  A  barn  in   the 
occupation   of 

Stocking  Pelham, 
near  the  Willow 

Independents  . 

David  Flower, 
Independent 

11th  June,  1852 

Henry  Trigg. 

Public  House. 

Minister; 
Henry  Trigg; 

John  Beard. 

C— Return  of  Town  Clerk  of  the  Borough  of  Hertford. 


i.  A  Room    in    the 
Dwelling  House  of 
Mary  Simeon   in 
the  North  Crescent 
2.  Chapel  in  Yard  ad. 
joining  Back  Street 
8.  House  in  the  occu- 
pation of  James 
Bissett    on    the 
Old  Cross. 
4.  House  in  the  oecu- 

Ktion  of  William 
oy  in    PtotI- 
dence  Court. 


St  Andrew 

St.  John     . 
St.  Andrew 

All  Saints'  . 


Protestants 


Wesleyan  Dissenters 
Particular  Baptists . 


1st  July,  1835 

2Jat  Oct.,  1885 
21st  Oct.,  1835 

21st  Oct,  1835 
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D.— Return  made  hy  the  Clerk  of  the  Peace  (JT.  E.  Boeworth)  of  the 
Liberty  of  St,  Alban. 


PLACE  OP  MEETING. 


FOB  WHOM. 


BT  WHOM 
CERTIFIED. 


Rodwell's  Yard 


Watford 


Protectant  Dissenters  John  Rackham 


Easter  Sessions, 
1852. 


E. — Supplementary  Return:  Diocese  of  London. 


2117.  Chapel    Green 

End. 
2127.  Dwelling, 

Cheapsida. 
2131.  PridayVFarm 

2134.  Zion  Hill 
2177.  House      . 

2196.  House      . 

2213.  House 

2219.  Sabbath  School 

2244.  Building, 

Cooper's  Lane 
2286.  Ebenerer 

Chapel  . 


Braughing. 


Anstey 

Barkway  . 

Cheshunt  . 

Wormley  . 

Wormley  . 

EastBarnet 

Watford  . 


Northaw 
Bushejr 


Protestants 


Protestant  Dissenters 
Protestant  Dissenters 

Independents  . 
Protestant  Dissenters 

Protestant  Dissenters 

Protestant  Dissenters 
Protestant  Dissenters 


Protestant  Dissenters 
Independents  . 


Jas.  Allen 

W.  Brown 
Rob.    Bentley, 

Nuthamsted. 
J.  B.  Chaplin  . 
J.  E.  Howard, 

Tottenham. 
J.  E.  Howard, 

Tottenham. 
Jas.  Hamilton. 
John  Peaoook, 

printer. 

JohnMedlook. 
Dan.  Kilby     . 


15th  Dec,  1841 


19th  April,  1842 
17th  May,  1842 

1st  Sept.,  1842 
18th  Nov.,  1843 

29th  June,  1844 

5th  Deo.,  1844 
25th  Jan.,  1845 


24th  Feb.,  1846 
8th  April,  1847 


XVI. 
SKETCH  OF  THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  HERTS  UNION. 


Abridged  from  the  Rev.  W.  Upton's  Pamphlet,  1860. 

In  the  year  1809,  at  a  friendly  tea-party  at  Mr.  Joseph  Newsom's,  St. 
Albans,  a  conversation  arose  among  the  friends  present,  which  led  to  the 
issue  of  the  following  circular : — 

'<  To  the  CHURCHES  of  the  LORD  JESUS  CHRIST  denominated  BAPTISTS  and 
P^DOBAPTISTS  in  the  county  of  Hertford  and  its  neighbourhood. 

"  Christian  Brbthrbk,— Deeply  impressed  with  the  moral  state  of  our  neigh- 
bours in  the  villages  in  this  county,  and  convinced  that  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel 
is  the  effectual  method  under  the  Divine  blessing  to  create  men  anew  in  Christ  Jesus, 
and  thus  reconcile  them  to  God,  we  are  desirous  to  shed  abroad  the  savour  of  our 
Lord's  name  in  every  place.  Convinced  that  our  desires  are  similar,  it  is  the  design 
of  this  plain  address  merely  to  impart  our  wishes,  which,  when  united  with  your 
Christian  benevolence,  will  enable  us  to  accomplish  the  object  which  we  have  in 
contemplation.  Knowing  that  you  can  justly  estimate  the  worth  of  immortal  souls, 
the  value  of  an  interest  in  Christ,  the  necessity  of  regeneration,  the  blissful  hope  of 
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a  Christian  in  death,  and  the  moral  influence  of  the  Gospel,  we  only  mention  these 
things  without  dwelling  on  their  importance.  Nor  shall  we  urge  the  success  which 
has  attended  similar  exertions,  the  life  which  such  exertions  transfuse  into  stated 
congregations,  the  increase  which  it  yields  to  regular  churches,  the  quantum  of 
moral  evil  which  it  lessens,  the  mass  of  happiness  which  it  communicates,  and  the 
glory  which  by  such  exertions  redounds  to  the  great  God  our  Saviour.  Impressed 
with  such  considerations,  the  churches  of  Christ  in  St.  Albans,  of  the  two  denomi- 
nations Baptists  and  Psddobaptists,  desire  to  unite  with  you  in  the  accomplishment 
of  our  mutual  wishes.  To  be  instructed  by  your  advice,  encouraged  by  your  example, 
and  animated  by  your  seal,  we  invite  you  to  meet  us  at  St.  Albane  on  Wednesday,  the 
17th  of  January,  1810.  Supplicating  the  presence  of  the  great  Head  of  the  Church, 
trusting  in  your  cordial  co-operation,  and  anticipating  the  happiest  results  from  our 
combined  exertions,  we  wish  all  grace  to  abound  towards  you.  We  are,  on  the  behalf 
of  our  respective  Churches,  your  brethren  in  the  Christian  ministry,  John  Hayter  Cox, 
Thomas  Welch.    St.  Albans,  December  18th,  1809." 

In  consequence  of  its  issne,  a  meeting  was  held  at  St.  Albans,  on 
January  17th,  1810,  J.  J.  Smith,  Esq.,  of  Hamper  Mill,  Watford,  in  the 
chair,  at  which  the  following  resolution  was  passed  : — 

u  That  it  appears  highly  desirable  that  a  Union  should  be  formed  for  the  circulation 
of  the  truths  of  the  Gospel  in  this  county  and  its  vicinity  ;  which  Union  shall  know 
no  party,  militate  against  nothing  but  sin  and  its  powerful  auxiliaries,  ignorance  and 
infidelity ;  aim  at  the  glory  of  Christ  and  the  good  of  mankind,  by  uniting  the 
talents,  the  seal,  the  influence,  and  the  labours  of  the  friends  of  the  Gospel  of  every 


It  was  also  resolved  that  a  public  meeting  should  be  held  for  the  forma- 
tion of  such  a  Union.  Accordingly,  on  the  11th  of  April,  1810,  a  meeting 
was  held  in  the  Baptist  Chapel,  St.  Albans,  for  that  purpose.  The  Rev. 
Robert  Hall  preached  on  the  occasion  a  sermon,  since  given  to  the  public 
in  his  Works,  founded  on  Rev.  i.  13  :  "  Christ  walking  in  the  midst  of  the 
seven  golden  candlesticks."  The  Rev.  John  Atkinson,  M.A.,  head  master 
at  Mill  Hill,  preached  in  the  evening.  Between  the  services  a  meeting 
was  held,  Joseph  Gutteridge,  Esq.,  of  Denmark  Hill,  and  of  Piggott's 
Hill,  in  Herts,  presiding,  when  John  James  Smith,  Esq.,  of  Hamper  Hill, 
Watford,  was  appointed  treasurer,  and  John  Hayter  Cox,  Pastor  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  St.  Albans,  secretary.  The  following  Committee 
was  chosen :  "  Revs.  W.  Anderson,  of  Dunstable  ;  John  Atkinson,  Mill 
Hill ;  Robert  Carey,  Box  Lane ;  William  Groser,  Watford ;  William  James, 
Hertford  ;  Charles  Maslin,  Hertford  ;  and  John  Smith,  Redburn ;  with 
Messrs.  Garwood,  Harris,  Hickson,  W.  Howard,  Newsom,  Queensborough, 
Thos.  Rogers,  S.  Salter,  G.  Sutton,  J.  Whaley,  and  B.  Young."  The 
friends  in  different  places  formed  themselves  into  sub-committees,  and 
we  read  in  the  Reports  of  the  St.  Albans  district,  the  Hertford  district, 
the  Berkhamstead  district,  etc.,  which  divisions  were  soon  modified  into 
the  twofold  division  of  the  county  into  the  Eastern  and  Western,  or 
Hertford  and  St.  Albans  districts. 

In  1812  preaching  had  been  commenced  at  sixteen  stations)  and  nine 
Sunday  Schools  established.   In  1818  these  stations  were,  in  the  Hertford 
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district :  Braughing,  Cottered,  Puckeridge,  Colly er's  End,  Wadesmill, 
Wood  End,  Hormead ;  in  the  St.  Albans  district :  Park  Street,  Colney, 
Wheathamstead,  and  Harpenden,  where  a  Dissenting  grammar  school  was 
established;  in  Berkhamstead  district:  Friethsden,  Hudnal,  Leavesden 
Green,  King's  Langley,  Chipperfield.  The  report  of  this  year  says,  "  There 
are  fifty  places  in  the  county  completely  destitute  either  of  any  preaching, 
or,  at  least,  of  what  we  deem  to  be  the  preaching  of  the  Cross."  The 
eleventh  report  (1821)  names  the  following  stations  as  regularly  supplied 
from  Wymondley  Academy:  "Baldock,  congregation,  100  to  150  ;  Ste- 
yenage,  a  new  chapel,  in  the  evening  well -filled ;  Wood  End,  well  attended, 
60  in  the  Sunday  School ;  Anstey,  a  barn,  congregation,  120  ;  Hormead, 
attendance  fluctuating."    In  1822  the  following  lists  are  given  : — 

List  of  villages  connected  with  the  Union. 

Eastern  District. — Braughing,  Anstey,  Hormead,  Cottered,  Pucke- 
ridge, Wood  End,  Hall's  Green,  Collier's  End  (Standon),  Wadesmill 
(Ware),  Turnwell  (Bengeo). 

Western  District.— Wheathamstead,  Colney,  Park  Street,  Sandridge, 
Colney  Heath,  Bedmont,  Leavesden  Green,  King's  Langley,  Chipperfield, 
Friethsden,  Hudnal,  Flamstead,  Leverstock  Green,  Colesman  Green. 

List  of  places  reported  as  enjoying  evangelical  instruction  (though  not  a 
regular  ministry)  unconnected  with  the  Union. 

Eastern  District.— Bennington,  Weston,  Goose  Green,  Waterford 
(Parish  of  Bengeo),  Hoi  well,  Ware  Side,  Stanstead,  Brickendon,  Newgate 
Street,  Flamstead  End,  GofiTs  Lane. 

Western  District.— Wilston,  Wigginton,  Aldbury,  Long  Marston, 
Bovingdon,  Bourne  End,  North  Church,  Potter'B  End,  Lilley,  Pepperwell, 
New  Mill  End,  Peters  Green,  Preston,  Offley,  Perton. 

In  1823  twenty-five  villages  were  under  the  immediate  patronage  of 
the  Union.  A  young  minister  was  engaged — Mr.  Da  vies,  of  Bradford 
College — as  a  missionary  for  the  Western  District,  and  worked  with  zeal 
at  Chipperfield,  King's  Langley,  Bedmont,  Bovingdon,  Flaunden,  Leaves- 
den for  two  years.  W.  H.  Woodward  was  engaged  as  missionary  for 
the  Eastern  District,  but  soon  became  pastor  of  the  church  at  Ashwell. 
Obed  Parker,  from  Newport  Pagnell  Academy,  preached  at  Wood  End, 
Puckeridge,  Standon,  and  other  places,  till  1835.  Arrangements  were 
then  entered  into  between  the  Committees  of  the  Herts  Union  and  the 
Home  Missionary  Society  for  the  joint  support  of  a  missionary  in  this 
district.  Under  them  W.  Palmer  laboured  at  Puckeridge,  Standor, 
Wood  End,  from  1835  to  1847,  when  he  removed  into  Leicestershire. 
Jonas  Brooks,  from  Cotton  End,  was  his  successor  till  1852,  and  Mr. 
Morrison  then  had  charge  of  Puckeridge  and  its  surrounding  stations. 
In  1836  James  Heath,  of  Market  Street,  preached  at  Kensworth,  Gaddes- 
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den  Row,  Hadnal,  Trowley  Bottom,  Studham,  Whipsnade,  and  Haley 
Green.  He  was  succeeded  by  W.  Paine.  In  the  Western  District  there 
was  no  missionary  after  Mr.  Daviee  left  till  1890,  when  Mr.  Edwards,  from 
Mayf ord,  in  Surrey,  became  the  Society's  agent,  but  he  remained  for  only 
four  years. 

In  1840  the  London  Christian  Instruction  Society  informed  the  Union 
of  their  intention  to  direct  their  efforts  to  Herts  by  tent  preaching,  and 
asked  co-operation.  Services  were  held  by  the  Rev.  J.  Young,  of  Albion 
Chapel,  London,  and,  with  the  liberality  of  Sir  Culling  Eardley,  then 
resident  in  Herts,  a  spacious  tent  was  purchased.  In  1841  the  services  of 
eminent  ministers  were  secured,  and  this  Herts  Union  tent  was  erected 
generally  five  evenings  in  the  week  for  three  months.  Seventy-eight 
meetings  were  held  during  the  summer,  at  which  the  returns  showed  an 
attendance  of  at  least  twenty  thousand  persons,  giving  an  average  of  about 
two  hundred  and  fifty  at  each  service.  These  tent  services  were  annually 
continued  till  1846.  Afterwards  itinerant  efforts  were  made  occasionally 
by  ministers  connected  with  the  Union.  During  the  summers  of  1856 
and  1857  the  Revs.  S.  Bird  of  Hatfield,  R.  Ricards  of  Ware,  W.  Landels 
of  London,  and  others,  held  outdoor  and  other  services  principally  in  the 
Eastern  division  of  the  county.  The  Rev.  W.  Upton,  secretary,  at  the 
jubilee  meeting,  St.  Albans,  April  11th,  1860,  when  a  "history"  of  the 
Union  compiled  by  him  was  read,  states :  "  At  the  present  moment  twenty- 
five  stations  are  under  the  immediate  patronage  of  the  Society,  and  eight 
village  preachers  are  receiving  assistance  from  its  funds."1  The  average 
income  of  the  Herts  Union  during  the  fifty  years  from  1810  to  1860  was 
£156  10*.  For  the  sixteen  following  years,  1860—1875,  the  average 
income  was  £266  15*.  The  Society  prosecuted  its  work  upon  the  same 
united  and  catholic  basis  until  the  Independents  in  the  country  began 
separate  action  in  connection  with  their  Church  Aid  Society  in  1878,  and 
the  Union  was  dissolved. 


Treasurers  of  the  Union  from  the 

Beginning. 

J.  J.  Smith,  Esq. 

Watford        ....        1810—1820 

James  Smith,  Esq. 

Watford 

1820—1832 

W.  Langford,  Esq. 

Hitchin 

1883—1*41 

Sir  Culling  Eardley     . 

Bedwell  Park 

1842—1845 

John  Hey  Puget,  Esq. 

Totteridge    . 

1846—1867 

Jonathan  Chater,  Esq. 

Watford       . 

1867—1868 

Henry  Parsons,  Esq.   . 

St  Albans    . 

1868—1870 

David  Lloyd,  Esq. 

Hitchin 

1870—1873 

Joseph  Bettinson,  Esq. 

Hertford 

1878—1878 

1  "  History  of  the  origin  and  operations 
of  the  Hertfordshire  Union,  read  at  the 
Jubilee  Meeting,  St  Albans,  April  11th, 


1860.  Printed  for  the  Union,  by  Jndd 
and  Glass,  New  Bridge  Street.  Ludgate 
Hill,  London,  1860." 
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Secretaries  of  the  Union. 


*  Rev.  J.  Hayter  Cox 

St.  Albans    . 

1810-1812 

*  Mr.  Joseph  Newsom 

St.  Albans    . 

1812—1820 

*  Rev.  George  Browne 

St.  Albans    . 

1820-1824 

„     T.  B.  Browne  . 

Bnntingford 

1821—1824 

„     Thomas  Morrell 

Wymondley 

1826—1882 

„     E.  Edwards      . 

Ware    . 

1826—1881 

*     „     J.  Harris 

St.  Albans    . 

1826—1826 

*     „     W.  Upton 

St.  Albans    . 

1826—1866 

„      I.  Anthony     . 

Hertford 

1881—1848 

„     J.  W.  Wayne  . 

Hitchin 

1888—1844 

„     W.  A.  Hnrndall 

Bishop  Stortford 

1848-1861 

„     J.  H.  Bowhay . 

Hertford       • 

1860—1866 

„     W.  Spencer 

Hertford 

1869—1860 

„     Dr.  Least: 

Ware    . 

1862-1864 

*     „     C.  Bailache      . 

Watford 

1862—1864 

*    „     H.  C.  Leonard,  1LA. 

Boxmoor 

1864—1866 

*    „     D.  Davies,  B.A. 

Cheshunt     , 

1866—1878 

„     W.  Outhbertson,  B.A. 

Bishop  Stortford  . 

1866—1866 

„     W.  Braden      . 

St  Albans    . 

1866—1866 

„     J.  W.  Walker,  B.A. 

Cheshnnt     . 

1866—1876 

„     Thomas  Watts 

St.  Albans    . 

1866—1878 

„     8.  B.  Driver     . 

Hitchin 

1876-1878 

*  Those  marked  thus  *  were  General  Secretaries. 
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LIST  OF  DAY  SCHOOLS  IN  HERTFORDSHIRE 

Not  under  the  government  of  the  Established  Church,  but  belonging 
to  School  Boards,  or  British  Schools. 


No.  of  Boholara 

Avenge 

Amount  of 

Name  of  School. 

proridod  for. 

Attendance. 

Grant. 

Allen's  Green 

64 

58 

48  19    0 

Aahwell  (Board)     . 

216 

142 

120  18    0 

„       Merchant  Taylors 

210 

86 

82    4    0 

Baldock  (British)    . 

170 

127 

81  16    0 

Great  Berkhamstead  (Board) 

884 

809 

282    9    0 

Bishop's  Stortford  (British) 

— 

— 

— 

Braughing,  Boys    . 

62 

54 

46  11    0 

„           Girls  and  Infants 

169 

101 

81  10    0 

Bushey  (British)     . 

181 

164 

140  18    0 

Bushey  Heath  (Board)      . 

145 

54 

82  18    0 

„       New  (Board) 

297 

174 

127  18    5 

„       Village    „ 

166 

123 

89    1    0 
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Name  of  SohooL                       No* 

of  Scholar* 

Average 

Amount 

provided  for. 

Attendance. 

Grant. 

£  s.  d. 

Cheshunt  (British) 

225 

188 

151  12    0 

Goff'a  Oak    . 

139 

57 

84    4    0 

Great  Gaddesden  Row  (Board)    • 

89 

54 

45  14    0 

Harpenden  (British) 

802 

227 

186  19    0 

Hatfield,  Countess  Anne's 

262 

42 

27  13    0 

Hemel  Hems  ted  (British)  . 

— 

— 

— 

Bury  Mill  End 

100 

75 

59    8    0 

Piccott's  End 

93 

58 

43  13    0 

Queen  Street,  Infants 

208 

127 

96  18    0 

Two  Waters 

116 

104 

72  13    0 

Hertford  (British) . 

251 

110 

81  17    0 

Hexton  (Board)      . 

52 

37 

41    7    0 

Hinxworth  (Board) 

72 

54 

36  15    0 

Hitchin,  Boys  (British)     . 

836 

180 

163  12    0 

„        Girls  and  Infants  (British) 

875 

194 

155  19    0 

Walsworth    . 

82 

53 

34    6    0 

Hoddesdon    (Girls    and    Infants 

(BritUh) 

159 

106 

52  13  11 

King's  Walden — 

Breach  wood  Green  (Board) 

122 

111 

102  18    0 

Ley  Green                    „ 

85 

49 

32    5    0 

Little  Hadham  (British)    . 

— 

— 

— 

Offlcy,  Cockernhoe . 

100 

62 

18  18    0 

Pirton  (Board) 

260 

270 

236    5    0 

Royston  (British)  . 

157 

83 

64  14    0 

„        Infants  (British) . 

143 

137 

104  18    0 

St.  Albans- 

Cross  Street,  Infants 

124 

59 

36  14    0 

Hatfield  Road  (Board) 

99 

82 

70  12    0 

Marlboro'  Road     „ 

66 

68 

41  15    0 

Spencer  Street,  British  (Board) 

97 

73 

62  12    0 

Sandridge  (Board)  . 

145 

99 

69    9    0 

Shenley           M 

369 

159 

120    3    0 

Therfield  (late  British,  Board)     . 

105 

76 

45  15    8 

Thorley         .... 

140 

84 

62    5    0 

Totteridge  Lane,  Boys 

112 

81 

15    3    0 

Walden,  Paul's 

200 

125 

84  19    0 

Ware  (British) 

— 

— 

— 

Watford,  Boys  (British)    . 

285 

218 

207    5  10 

„        Girls  and  Infants  (British) 

227 

215 

150    8    0 

Widford       .... 

90 

84 

71     5    0 

St.  Albans  British  School.— On  March  2nd,  1846,  a  meeting  was  held 
in  the  Baptist  Chapel,  Dagnal  Street,  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the 
propriety  of  attempting  the  establishment  of  a  British  School.  The 
following  were  present:  Revs.  W.  Upton,  John  Harris,  T.  Collins, 
J.  Champion,  Messrs.  Gibbs,  Peppercorn,  Bennett,  Whitbread,  Parsons, 
E.  Wiles,  Joseph  Wiles,  Ironmonger,  Fisk,  McCaw,  and  others.  It  was 
resolved  unanimously  at  this  and  a  subsequent  meeting  to  establish  a 
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British  School ;  an  eligible  piece  of  ground  in  Spencer  Street  was  pur- 
chased, subscriptions  raised,  a  tender  for  the  building  of  a  schoolroom 
accepted,  and  on  August  27th  R.  Kentish,  Esq.,  laid  the  stone,  W.  Upton, 
P.  V.  Coleman,  and  T.  Gilbert,  of  Wheathamstead,  taking  part.  The 
following  trustees  were  chosen :  Jesse  Cherry,  Samuel  Cherry,  William 
Fisk,  Rev.  John  Harris,  Joseph  Ironmonger,  Charles  Manlove,  Rev. 
William  Upton,  John  Wingrave,  Josiah  Dickens  Wingrave,  Henry  Whit- 
bread,  Joseph  Wiles.  The  deed  is  dated  26th  July,  1846.  A  public 
meeting  was  held  at  the  opening  of  the  school  January  7th,  1847,  when 
it  was  resolved  "  that  this  meeting  feels  the  high  importance  of  universal 
education,  and  cordially  approves  of  the  British  system  as  being  intel- 
lectual, unsectarian,  and  religious."  From  its  foundation  onwards  the 
school  was  conducted  upon  this  principle,  and  was  very  efficient  and 
successful.  The  building  was  insured  in  the  Dissenters1  Fire  Office,  and 
the  bulk  of  its  supporters  were  Dissenters.  At  the  end  of  the  first  year 
the  number  of  scholars  was  103.  A  bazaar  was  held  June  14th,  1848,  at 
which  £46  was  taken  for  the  school  funds.  Thus  the  school  continued  to 
work  efficiently  until  1878,  when  the  School  Board  requested  to  be 
informed  whether  the  Committee  desired  to  transfer  the  British  School 
to  them.  Before  deciding,  the  British  School  Committee  enquired, 
would  the  Education  Department  accept  the  building  for  educational 
purposes  ?  and  received  the  reply,  "  My  lords  will  not  decline  to  sanction 
the  use  of  the  existing  buildings  as  a  Board  School."  Accordingly  it  was 
resolved,  "That  as  a  School  Board  for  the  city  of  St.  Albans  has  been 
recently  established,  and  a  majority  of  the  members  of  that  Board  are  in 
favour  of  unsectarian  religious  teaching — the  principle  on  which  the 
St.  Albans  British  School  has  been  carried  on  from  its  commencement 
till  now,— it  seems  more  appropriate  and  fitting  that  it  should  be  under 
the  control  and  management  of  the  said  Board.''  The  transfer  took 
place  February  1st,  1879,  when  a  balance  in  hand  of  £46  12s.  was  handed 
as  a  donation  to  the  proposed  public  library  of  the  city.  Since  this 
transfer  the  school  has  prospered,  and  was  carried  on  with  an  efficient 
staff  until  the  School  Board  closed  the  room  and  removed  the  teachers 
to  another  parish,  leaving  the  Abbey  parish  without  its  British  School. 
Appeal  has  been  made  both  to  the  School  Board  and  to  the  Education 
Department,  and  the  school  is  to  be  reopened,  and  an  enlarged  school- 
room built. 
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xvm. 

LIST  OP  PLACES  OP  MEETING  FOR  RELIGIOUS  WORSHIP 

CERTIFIED  TO  THE  REGISTRAR-GENERAL  SINCE 

1st  JULY,  1862 

(Under  the  Acts  15  &  16  Vict.,  cap.  36,  and  18  &  19  Vict.,  cap.  81). 

N.B. — Places  of  meeting  for  Religions  Worship  certified  according  to  law, 
prior  to  1st  July,  1852  (to  any  Bishop's  or  Archdeacon's  Court,  or  to  any 
General  or  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  Peace),  do  not  appear  in  this  list, 
unless  subsequently  certified  to  the  Registrar-General  under  the  above- 
named  Acts.  This  Return  therefore  gives  a  very  inadequate  view  of  the 
strength  of  Nonconformity.  Almost  all  churches  and  chapels  built  before 
1852  are  omitted,  and  henoe  the  seeming  preponderance  of  Methodists,  and 
the  seeming  fewness  of  earlier  Protestant  Dissenters.  This  fact  ought 
to  have  been  fully  stated  in  the  Return  of  Churches  and  Chapels  ordered 
by  the  House  of  Commons  to  be  printed  15th  November,  1882,  but  it  is 
not ;  and  the  casual  reader  is  beguiled  into  the  belief  that  he  has  before 
him  a  full  return  of  all  Nonconformist  places  of  worship,  whereas  the 
oldest  and  most  important  are  unnamed.  The  Registrar-General  has  in 
his  custody  ten  large  folio  volumes  containing  lists  of  certified  places  in 
the  Counties  and  Dioceses  of  England  and  Wales  from  1688  to  1852. 
These  have  never  been  printed.  They  do  not,  of  course,  embrace  all 
certified  places,  but,  as  far  as  they  go,  they  are  valuable,  and  if  given  to  the 
public  would  present  a  fit  supplement  to  these  lists  dating  only  from  1852. 
The  places  of  Meeting  are  here  arranged  under  the  Superintendent 
Registrar's  Districts. 

ST.  ALBANS. 


Nam*. 


Bethel  Chapel 

Wealeyan  Methodist  Chapel . 
Wealeyan  Chapel  . 
Wealeyan  Chapel  . 
Wealeyan  Chapel  . 
Baptist  Chapel 
Independent  Chapel     . 

Wealeyan  Chapel  . 
Independent  Chapel 
Primitive  Methodist  Chapel . 
Primitive  Methodist  Chapel . 
Tabernacle     . 


Whiix  Situate. 


Verulam  Road,  St.  Albans  . 

Harpenden 

St.  Albans     ..... 
Sleapshide  St.  Peter,  St.  Albans . 

Red bourn      

DagnallLane 

In  a  Lane  opposite  Staekhoose 

L&ne,  Harpenden 
Kingsbourn  Green,  Harpenden    . 
Wheathamstead    .... 
Rowling  Alley,  Harpenden  . 
Redboarn  Common,  Redboum    . 
Crown  Street,  Redbonrn 


Rklioious  Denomination. 


Particular  Baptists. 
Wealeyan  Methodists. 
Wealeyan  Methodists. 
Wealeyan  Methodists. 
Wealeyan  Methodists. 
Baptists. 

Independents. 
Wealeyan  Methodists. 
Independents. 
Primitive  Methodists, 
Primitive  Methodists. 
Baptists. 
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BARNET. 


Name. 


Whsbe  Situate. 


Religious  Dknomtwatiow. 


Weeleyan  Chapel  . 

Chapel  of  St  Mary  Immacu- 
late and  St.  Gregory  the 
Great 

A  Building    .... 

East  Barnet  New  Church 

Baptist  Chapel 

Wealeyaa  Methodist  School 
Chapel        .... 

Congregational  Sehool  Chapel 

Lyonadowu  Hall   . 

Congregational  Church. 

Baptist  Chapel 

St.  Augustine's  Presbyterian 

Church 
Weeleyan  Methodist  Chapel . 


Shenley. 


Union  Street,  Barnet    . 
Shopwiok  Place,  Elstree 
East  Barnet  Road,  New  Barnet 
New  Barnet  Road,  New  Barnet 

Station  Road,  New  Barnet  . 
Plantagenet  Road,  New  Barnet 
East  Barnet  Road,  Bast  Barnet 

Elstree  

Union  Street,  Barnet 

New  Barnet  .... 

New  Barnet  .... 


Wealeyaa  Methodists. 


Roman  Catholics. 

Who  object  to  be  designated. 

Congregationalists. 

Baptists. 

Weeleyan  Methodists. 

Congregationalists. 

No  distinctive    name  more 

than  Christians. 
CongregationaliBts. 
Baptists. 
Piesbyterian     Church    of 

England. 
Weeleyan  Methodists. 


WATFORD. 


Weeleyan  Chapel  . 

Nash  Mills,  Abbots  Langley 

Weeleyan  Methodists. 

Weeleyan  Chapel  . 
Primitive  Methodist  Chapel . 

Watford 

Weeleyan  Methodist*. 

Buehey 

Primitive  Methodists. 

Baptist  Chapel      . 

Rickmansworth     .... 

Baptists. 

Weeleyan  Methodist  Chapel . 

High  Street,  Rickmansworth 

Weeleyan  Methodists. 

Weeleyan  Methodist  Chapel . 

Watford 

Weoleyan  Methodists. 

Roman  Catholic  Chapel 

Paddock  Road,  Bushey 

Roman  Catholics. 

Beulah  Baptist  Chapel . 
Primitive  Methodist  Chapel . 

Loatee  Lane,  Watford  . 
Carey  Place,  Watford    . 

Particular  Baptists. 
Primitive  Methodists. 

Primitive  Methodist  Chapel . 

Croxley  Green,  Rickmansworth  . 
Near  the  Slads,  Bushey 

Primitive  Methodists. 

Primitive  Methodist  Chapel . 

Primitive  Methodists. 

Baptist  Chapel      . 
Clarendon  Road   Congrega- 

Daw's Lane,  Sarratt 

Particular  Baptists. 

tional  Church    . 

St.  John's  Road,  Watford     . 
Clarendon  Road,  Watford     . 

Congregationalists. 

Baptist  Chapel 

Baptists. 

Weeleyan  Methodist  Chapel . 

Killer's  Green,  Abbote  Langley    . 

Weeleyan  Methodists. 

HITCHIN. 


Weeleyan  Methodist  Chapel . 

Weeleyan  Methodist  Chapel . 

Weeleyan  Methodist  Chapel . 

Weeleyan  Methodist  Chapel . 

Weeleyan  Methodist  Chapel . 

Weeleyan  Chapel  . 

A  Building    . 

Weeleyan  Methodist  Chapel . 

Weeleyan  Methodist  Chapel . 

Weeleyan  Methodist  Chapel . 

Weeleyan  Methodist  Chapel . 

Friends  Meeting-House 

Friends  Meeting-Honse 

A  Building    . 

New  Baptist  Chapsl      . 

Mount  Sion  Chapel 

A  Building    .        .        .       . 

Salem  Chapel 

Primitive  Methodist  Chapel . 

Primitive  Methodist  Chapel . 

Perry  Green  Chapel 

Codioote  Chapel     . 

St.  Mary's  Chureh. 

Bethel  Chapel 

Baptist  Chapel 

Weeleyan  Methodist  Chapel . 
Weeleyan  Chapsl  . 


White  Horse  Street,  Baldock 
Kimpton  .... 
Cockernhoe,  Offley 

Offley 

Lilley 

Newnham  .... 
Pond  Lane,  Baldock 

Weston 

Ickleford        .... 
Brand  Street,  Hitohin . 
Stevenage      .... 
Norton  Street,  Baldock 
Brand  Street,  Hitchin  . 
Queen  Street,  Hitchin  . 
Albert  Street,  Stevenage 
Park  Street,  Hitohin     . 
Little  Wymondley 

Hitchin 

Norton  Street,  Baldock 

Bendish 

Perry  Green  .... 
Codioote        .... 
WhitwelL  St.  Paul's  Walden 
Queen  Street,  Hitchin  . 
Walsworth  Road,  Hitohin    . 

Gravely 

Pirton 


Weeleyan  Methodists. 
Weeleyan  Methodists. 
Weeleyan  Methodists. 
Weeleyan  Methodists. 
Weeleyan  Methodists. 
Weeleyan  Methodists. 
Baptists. 

Wealeyan  Methodists. 
Weeleyan  Methodists. 
Weeleyan  Methodists. 
Weeleyan  Methodists. 
Society  of  Friends. 
Society  of  Friends. 
Independents. 
Baptists. 

Particular  Baptists. 
Protestant  Dissenters. 
Baptists. 

Primitive  Methodists. 
Primitive  Methodists. 
Protestant  Dissenters. 
Independente. 
Free  Church  of  England. 
Particular  Baptist*. 
General  Baptists'  New  Con- 
nexion. 
Weeleyan  Methodists. 
Weeleyan  Methodists. 
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BISHOP   STORTFORD. 


Name. 


Where  Situate. 


I  Religious  Denomination. 


Wesleyan  Methodist  Chapel. 
Old  Meeting-House 

Independent  Chapel 

Bipti*t  lha|iel 

( 'oiiin  evr.itu  >i tal  Church . 

A  Uu i Mi hk  formerly  used  as 

a  Ciub  Room. 
Hertfonbdiire  House 
New  Coiitfit'KRtmnal  Chapel . 
We*-lewui  Chajtel  . 
Primitive  Methodist  Chapel. 
Congregational  Church 
11  id  ham  Cross  Congregational 

CllH|K?l. 


Bishop  Stortford  . 
Chapel  HU1,  Stansted    . 

Bishop  Stortford  .... 
South  Street,  Bishop  Stortford  . 
London  Road,  Saw  bridge  worth  . 
In  Mr.  Jas.  Tucker's  >anl.  South 
Street,  Bishop  Stortford    . 

Puckeridge 

Stansted 

South  Street,  Bishop  Stortford    . 
Darnell,  Braughiug 
The  Ford,  Little  Uadham 
Great  Hi  " 


Wesleyan  Methodists. 

Indejwndenta   or  Congrega- 
tional Dissenter*. 
I  Protestant  Dissenters. 
!  Particular  Baptists. 

Cougregationaiists. 

Particular  Baptists. 

Trinitarians. 

Independents. 

Weuleyan  Methodists. 

Primitire  Methodist*. 

Indejwndents. 

Coiigregationalists. 


WARE. 


Weslevan  Chapel  . 
A  Building     . 
A  Building     . 
Roman  Catholic  Chapel 
A|M*tolic  Church  . 
Conjnvfjuiional  Church. 
Congregational  Chapel  . 
Independent  Chapel 

Stansted  Chapel    . 

Zoar  Chapel  . 


New  Road,  Ware    . 
Lord's  Lane,  Hoddesdon 
Kibe'*  Lane,  Ware 
Old  Hall  Green,  Standon 
New  Road,  Ware  . 
Hiph  Street,  Ware 
H  igh  Street,  Hoddesdon 
Hertford  Heath    . 


Chapel  Lane,  Stansted  Abbots 
New  Road,  Ware  . 


Wesleyan  Methodists. 
8ociety  of  Friends. 
Society  of  Friends. 
Roman  Catholics. 
Apostolic  Church. 
Independents. 
Indeiwndents. 
Countess    of    Huntingdon's 

Connexion. 
Countess    of    Huntingdon's 

Connexion. 
Particular  Baptists. 


HEMEL  HEMSTED. 


A     Building    belonging     to 
Charle*  Sells,  Dealer. 

Rrdboura    Road,  Heniel    Hem- 

sted 

Latter  Day  Saints. 

Baptist  Meeting-House. 

Bucket  Lane,  Market  Street 

Baptists. 

Wesley  an  Methodist  Chapel . 

Gaddesden  Row,  Great  Gaddesden 

We«  ley  an  Methodists. 

Weslevan  Chajiel    . 

Bovingdon 

Wesleyan  Methodists. 

Weslevan  Ch:i]>el    . 

Queen  Street,  Hemel  Hemsted 

Wesleyan  Methodists. 

Friends  Meetuig-Honse 

llemel  Hemsted    .... 

Friends. 

Primitive  Methodist  Chapel. 

langley  Common,  King's  Langley 
In  the  Main  Road  to  Markgate 

Primitire  Methodists. 

Particular  Baptist  Chapel    . 

Street,  Hemel  Hemsted    . 

Particular  Baptists. 
Primitive  Methodist* 

Primitive  Methodist  Chapel . 

Trowley  Bottom    .... 

Protestant  Diiweiiters  Chapel 

Chipperfield,  Ring's  Langley 

Protestant  Dissenters. 

Weslevan  Methodist  Chapel . 

Flamstead 

Wesleyan  Methodists. 

Marlowes  Chapel   . 
Primitive  Methodist  Chapel . 

Marlowes,  Hemel  Hemsted  . 

Baptists. 

Lower  Marlowes    .... 

Primitive  Methodists. 

Box  Moor  C1ij«]ks1  . 

Box  Moor,  Hemel  Hemsted . 

Baptists. 

Weslevan  Methodist  Chapel . 

Two  Waters,  Hemel  Hemsted 

Wesleyan  Methodists. 

Gospel  Hall    .... 

Queen  Street,  Hemel  Hemsted  . 

Who  object  to  be  designated. 

Primitive  Methodist  Chapel . 

Cowper  Road,  Crouchneld,  Hemel 

Hemsted 

Primitive  Methodists. 

Baptist  Chapel 

Markgate  Street,  Flamstead 

Particular  Baptists. 

Christ  Church 

Lower  Cross  Road,  Hemel  Hem- 

sted      

Reformed  Churchof  England. 

New  Road  Chapel . 

New  Road,  Hemel  Hemsted 

Congregationalists. 
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BERKHAMSTEAD. 


Name. 

Where  Situate. 

Religious  Denomination. 

A  Building  belonging  to  Wil- 
liam Orover  of  Berkham- 

stead   

Aldbury 

General  Baptists. 
Particular  Baptists. 
Wesleyan  Methodists. 

New  Mill  Meeting-House 

Tring     . 

Wesleyan  Chapel  . 

Great  Berkhamstead 

, 

Quakers  Meeting-House 

Great  Berkhamstead 

. 

Quakers. 

Baptist  Chapel 

Wilstone,  Tring     . 

Particular  Baptists. 

Akeruan  Street  Chapel . 

Akeruan  Street,  Tring 

Particular  Baptists. 

Ebenezer  Chapel    .        . 

West  Etid,  Tring  . 

Particular  Baptists. 

Ebenezer        .... 

Cheddington  Lane,  Long  Marston 

Baptists. 

Wesleyan  Preaching  Room   . 

Long  Marston        .... 

Wesleyan  Methodists. 

High  Street  Baptist  Chapel . 

High  Street,  Berkhamstead 

General  Baptists  of  the  New 

Denomination. 
Independents. 

Congregational  Church 

Castle  Street,  Great  Berkhamstead 

Primitive  Methodist  Chapel . 

High  Street,  Berkhamstead 

Primitive  Methodists. 

Baptist  Chapel 

Primitive  Methodist  Chapel. 

Long  Marston        .... 

Particular  Baptists. 

Aylesbury  Road,  Tring 

Primitive  Methodists. 

Hope  Hall     .... 

Great  Berkhampstead  . 

Brethren. 

HERTFORD. 


Large  Meeting-House    . 

Back  Street,  Hertford  . 

Society  of  Friends. 

W  esleyan  Chapel   . 

Saint  Mary's  of  Good  Counsel 

Walkern 

Wesleyan  Methodists. 

Hertford 

Roman  Catholics. 

Baptist  Chapel 

Walknrn 

Particular  Baptists. 
Primitive  Methodists. 

Primitive  Methodist  Chapel . 

Bennington 

Cowbridge 

Congregational  Church 

A  Building    .... 

Protestant  Dissenters. 

Ware  Road,  Hertford    . 

Wesleyan  Methodists. 

Bethel  Chapel 

Railway  Street,  Hertford     . 

Countess    of    Huntingdon's 
Connexion. 

Ebenezer  Chapel    . 

St.  Andrew's  Street,  Hertford 

Particular  Baptists. 

HATFIELD. 


Hatfield  Chapel 


.     Park  Street,  Hatfield    . 


Protestant  Dissenters. 


ROYSTON. 


Wesleyan  Chapel  . 

Ashwell 

Wesleyan  Methodists. 

Wesleyan  Chapel   . 
Congregational  Chapel . 
Particular  Baptist  Chapel     . 

Hi  nx  worth 

Wesleyan  Methodists. 

Ashwell 

Independents. 
Particular  Baptists. 

Ashwell 

Congregational  Church . 

John  Street,  Royston   . 

Independents. 

British  School  Room     . 

Therfleld 

Independents. 

Independent  Meeting    . 

Therileld 

Independents. 

Hope  Chapel .... 

In  Farrington's  Yard,  High  Street, 

Biintingford       .... 

Particular  Baptists. 

New  Meeting 

Royston 

Independents. 

Independent  Meeting-House. 

Chipping 

Independents. 

Cottage  of  Charles  Haredine 

Ashwell,  East  side 

Primitive  Methodists. 

Cottage  of  Edward  Fisher    . 

Sandon 

Primitive  Methodists. 

Unitarian  Chapel  . 

Back  Street,  Royston    . 

Unitarians. 

Independent     Chapel     and 

School  House 

Reed 

Independents. 

Red  Hill  Chapel    . 

Red  Hill,  Sandon . 

Independents. 

Wesleyan  Chapel  . 
Primitive  Methodist  Chapel. 

Hare  Street,  Hormead  . 

Wesleyan  Methodists. 

Abhwell 

Primitive  Methodists. 

Primitive  Methodist  Chapel . 

Roe  Green,  8andon 

Primitive  Methodists. 

Baudon  Chapel 

Roe  Green,  Sandon 

Independents. 

New  School  Rooms 

Jeapess  Yard,  Royston  . 

Independents. 
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Abbey  oh  urch  purchased,  64; 

sermon  there,  165 ;  murder 

there,  174 
Abbiss,     Thos.,      880,     788; 

Wm.,  644,  769 
Abbot,  Archtx,   829;  Ralph, 

393 :  Robert,  581 

Abbots  Langey,  151, 258- 

258,859,83V 

Abbot*  Ripton,  840 

Abney,  Sir  Thos.,  518 

Ackers,  John,  624. 

Acorn,  W.,  484 

Acta,  Arohd.  St.  Albans,  89; 
Huntingdon,  805 ;  Middle- 
sex, 670,  681,  717 

Acton,  607,  710 

Adam,  John,  716,  790 

Adams,  A.,  631;  P.,  400;  O., 
780 ;  Jos.,  814  ;  J.,  602,  724, 
794, 819 ;  Ph.,  455 ;  Ri,  577 ; 
8.,  640  ;  Th.,  598,  750 

Adamson,  Bo.,  788  ;  Wm.,  411 

Adoook,  D.,  868 

Adkins.  J.,  657 

Admonition  to  Parliament,  883 

Aelmer,  O.,  840 

AirneUs,886 

Aichison,  W.,  442 

Aikin,  Dr.,  202 

Ainger,  Jos.,  809 

Alabaster.  Wm.,  819,  821 

Alanby,  C.,  727 

Alban,  of  Met*,  5 ;  of  Verulam, 
1—16 

Albon,  Geo.,  789 

Albnry,  725, 887 

Aloonbury,  840 

Aldbury,  85, 124.  887-870 

Aldenham.  244-258,  419, 

837 
AJdersgate  8t.,  238 
Aldred,  Jas.,  654 
Aldridge,  Geo.,  551 ;  T.,  804 
AlenOuaL.804 
Aleward,  Wm.,  179, 186 
AUein,  Jos.,  181 
AUen,  Edm., 658;  Elix..  689;  Sir 

J.,  603 ;  Jas.,  818 ;  Thos.,  608 
AUenson,  A.,  351 
AUiott,  R.,  616,  708 
Allom,  Th.,  606,  652 
Almestead,  W.,  683  | 


Almhurst,  P.,  765 
Alsop,  740 ;  V.,  402 
Altham,  Jas.,  740 
Alwyn,  Th.,  161 
Ambrose,  Geo.,  411 
Amersham,  803,  316 
Amery,  Ch.,  272,444 
Ames,  Mr.,  106,156,168 
Ammonius,  470 
Amphibalus,  5,  289 

Amwell  Magna,  477-482 

Anabaptista.frO,  211—216 
Anderson,  W.,  892 
Andover,  708 
Andrew,  Thos.,  444 
Andrews.  Abr.,  551 ;  John,  885, 

450;  Jas.,  549;  Thos.,  454; 

Wm.,  615,  625 
Androwes.  W.,  582 
Angell,  Ri.,  378 ;  W.,  793 
Anger,  Jos.,  716 
Anirw.  John.  70fl 
Anwrslev,  £■  3t*\ 
An*»li,   BenL,  4H4,   681,  689; 

J.,M2;   E,,6<W 

Anrtey,  mt  737, «" 

Anthony,  Utjin.,  W7 

Antwerp,  St*3,  b$%  SOS 

Apparvl.  Tlie,  114.  300 

ArdnlUu,  Kdw..4.H 

ArchdsAOnnrv  of  St.  Albans, 
1;  i  -  .  LI  u  1 1  uu£i J  i  m,  365 ;  Mid- 
dlesex, 070 

Archer,  J.,  524,  812 ;  Th.,  896 

Ardaley,  787-770 

Arianism.  205 

Arnold,  D.,  676;  Jno.,  818; 
Matt.,  782;  Tbos.,  876,  381, 
435,  445,  664  ;  Wm.,  159 

Arsdale,  J.,772 

Articles,  The  Three,  99 

Asoham.  Roger,  261,  500 

Ashby  de  la  Zouoh,  385 

Ashe,  J.,  192 ;  81m.,  396 

Ashford,  191,  192 

Ashridge,  290,  307 

Ashton,  J.,  429 ;  Thos.,  586— 
538 

Ash  weak,  W.,  602 

AahwelL  124,  128,  138,  588, 
605,770-781,887 

Ashwood,  Luke,  645 

Ash  worth,  Caleb,  202,  206,  832 


Askew.  Anne,  499 
Aapeden,  728—781, 837 

Aapin,  H.,  676,  769 ;  Th.,  636, 

AsplancLR.,  206 

Aspley,  W.,  810 

Aston,  124,   242,  580-583, 

837 ;  J.,  26 
Atherstone,  189 
Atkins,  Abr.,  646 
Atkinson,   RA.,  719;    Edw., 

055;  J.,  633 
Atley,  H.,  230,  302 
Attercliffe,  890,  646 
Audley  J.,  872 ;  Sir  T.,  760 
Augustine  quoted,  132 
Aunsham,  Ri.,  759 
Austin,  B.,  600 
Austin,  Geo.,  787;  Jas.,  319; 

Jos.,  414,  464,  469;   Thos., 

124,764;  W.,  378,  469,  788 
Avarne,  J.,  765 
Avis,  Enoch,  668 
Axtell,  Col.   D.,  374;   Nath., 

459 ;  Ri,  247,  248,  251 
AxtilL  H.,  380,  401;  Ralph, 

390  ;  8yL.  408  ;   Wm.,  374 
Aylee,  Edm.,  307,  429 
Aylmer,  John,  71,  89,  101,  248, 

493  ;  Justinian,  697  ;  Theo., 

745 
Aylward,  W.,149 

Ayot   St.  Lawrence,  124, 

588-5.  655,  837 

Ayot  Si  Peter,  124, 566, 837 

Ayott,  Jas.,  616 
Ayres,  W.,  818 

Babbington,  T.,  367  ■ 
Bachelor,  J.,  558 ;    Mrs.,  179, 

186 
Backe,  Edw.,  016,  619 
Backster,  Nath.,  292- -300 
Bacooke,  T.,  619 

Bacon,  Anne,  Lady,  85—98, 

119,  150,  294,  383  ;  Anthony, 
84,  115—118,  294,  733;  Sir 
Francis,  78,  84,  294, 453, 776; 
Sir  Nicholas,  70,  75-98, 
290,  298,  733;  J.  N..  230 
Mary,  230 ;  N.,  475 ;  W.,  230, 
615 ;  Rob.,  780 
Bagshaw,J„765;  W.,  191 


INDEX. 


Bagwell,  H., 581 
Baileman,  Jas.,  445 
Bailey,  Joe.,  780;  BX,  818 
Bainbrigg,  Ch.,  755 
Raines.  Hob.,  679 ;  Hen.,  809 
Baineter,  J.,  462 
Baker,  H..  604 ;   J.,  662;    8., 
430  ;  W.,  512  ;  Th.,  258 

Baldock,  124,  067-571,  837 ; 

Ki.,  i»*i9  ;  W.,  779 
Baldwin,  J.,  112,  257;  Henrv, 

91,    351;    Robert,   210,    211, 

583,     5S4;     430—432,     607; 

Zech.,  257 
Ball,  Nath.,  489,  762,  737,  810, 

811  ;  Sam.,  755;  H.,  833 
Ballam,  Ri.,  4o8 
Ballard,  R.,  690 

Balls,  John,  16—37 

Bancroft,  Bp.,  121 

Bankee,  Alex.  771 

Bann,  W.,  432 

Baptism,  132,  209,  229,  481,  63S 

Baptist*,  Particular,  223,  252, 

361,  405,  430—432,465,  508, 

569 
B:irbar,T.,804 
Barber    of    Kens  worth,    280; 

Gabriel.   526;    J.,   526;    R., 

6o3  ;  W„  3U0 
Bardell,  Jas.,  581,  627 
Bardolph,  Edw.,  769,  816 ;  Jaa., 

615;  John,  645,  764 
Barflt.  J.,  721 
Barneld,  Joel,  7S1 
Barf  in  it,  Edw.,  398 
Barker,  Jan.  ,299,  300, 843,  750, 

784,  786;  L,  781 
Barking,  (507 

Barkway,  129,  731—783,887 

Bark  with,  Pr.,  612 
Barlee,  W.,  787 

Barley,  78,   124,  733-739, 

838 ;  John,  771 
Barlow,  Bp.,  59,  211 
Barnard,  Wm.,  458  ;  Thos.,  458 
Barnes,  RL,  624  ;  G.,  704 ;  W. 

674 

Barnet.  Chipping,  90, 258— 

272;  East,  91 ,  266-272, 838 
Barnet  Wood,  48 
Barrett,  W.  G.,  814 
Barrington,  Sir  T.,   402,  416, 

592,   835;   Jndith,  402,  416, 

592;  8.,  231 
Barry,  Geo.,  611,  615 
Bartlett,  J.,  694,  701 
Bartholomew,  T.,  245 
Barton,  Ed w.,  405 
Barwick,  J.  H.,  719 
Baaeley,  Ri.,  802 
Baaley,  J.,  399 
Bass,  Thos.,  663 
Baasall,  T.,  657 
Basaano.  A.,  607 
Ba«et,  J.,  576 
Baling  borne,  810 
Bastwick,  121 
Bate,  Capt.  J.,  614 
Bate*,  W.,  657;  CI.,  832 
Bateman,  J.,  124,  599 
Bateaon,  H.,  404,  410 
Batley,  W.,  573 
Batt,  Rob.,  285 
BatteU,  A.,  578;    Rob.,  622, 

624  ;  W.,  578,  788 
Battersea,  119 


Bur  tie,  Ralph,  2*0.  580,  BM 
Baxter,  Richard,  184.178,109, 

-"•■  .  -:*\  M2.  316,  60S -610 
BaT<H.  Jn*.,  M'l ;  Jn„  888, 487 
B 
Bayford.  8.*2,  t88   490,  *38; 

h.,479;  TV.flTa;  r.,  faa 

Bavle>.  Jm>t  494,  7  Bo ;  Tbo*., 

153 
Baynes,  E.,  530,  549, 749 
Bay  well,  H.,  547 
Beadle,  E.,  731 ;  J.  C.,271 
Beale,  J.,  612 
Beard,  Rob.,  685 
Bvarchdey  family,  831 
Beare,  Mr.,  639—671 
Beanchamp,  T.,  667 
Beaumont,  P.,  324  ;  Jos.,  796 
Becke,  Joe.,  516 
Becket,  T.  a,  285 
Beckvugton,  T.,  606 
Beoon,  T.,  739 
Beda  or  Bede,  5,  6 
Bedeman,  L.,  26 
Bedford,  200, 214, 215, 284, 611 ; 

Duchess  of,  197 ;  Isaac,  124, 

628,   636,   834;    John,    436; 

Sam.,  149, 180,  405,  414 ;  Th., 

641;  Wm.,  780,  818,  814 
Bedmond  Pond,  378 
Beechen  Grove,  361 
Beesbrowne,  J.,  625 
Belden,  J.,  155 
Belgrave,  E  ,  606 
Belknap,  51 
Belsham,  Jas.,706;  Thoe.,  206, 

632 
Bemont,  48,  236 
Ben,  J.,  688 

Bendiah,  345  ;  Thos,,  695 
Bt  n-lv.  8..  61 9 
B<  ty,  638 

Bt'iiKeo.482    484 
Bcnlu^on,  871—873,  837 
Beunet,  Fink.  191 
ft  );  Edw.,701; 

Hob.,  791 ;  w.,219 
Benning,  J.,  376 ;  R.,  876 
Bennitt,  Rob.,  817 
Benson,  J.,  530 
Bentham,  3.,  591 
Bentley,  252 
Bereeford,   J.,   811—813;    Ri., 

311—813;  M..  313 

Berkhamsted,  st.  Peter,  41, 

124,  205,  217,  371—380 ;  St. 

Mary,  380  ;  Council  of,  371  ; 

Parva,  484— 488,  838  ;   Free 

School,  372 
Bennondsey,  345 
Bernard,  J.,  320,  325 
Bernard's  Heath,  145 
Berre,  Joe.,  786 
Berridge,  J.,  781 
Berrow,  C,  610 
Berry.  C,  720;  J.,  562,  620 
Besonth,    Eph.,    428;    Zeph., 

118,  156  ;  Chr.,  427 
Bestney,  H.,  145 
Betteepool,  289 
Bette,  Ri.,  334 
Betynaon,  Ri.,  701 
Beule,  J.,  162 
Beverley,  Th.,  659 
Be  vis,  Th.,  532 
Bewick,  J.,  483 
Beza,  Theodore,  84,  805 


Bible-men,  18 ;  Society,  234 

B-  -..-  .,k.    M    721 

B  0 ;  Ri.,  424 

B  (69 

B  i.  i  ,260,  261 

B  i    .,  780 

Bilche,  V,     85 

B        i         *;  A.,  588 ;  W.,  770 

Billimri-..-.  W.,440 

B  T04,  489,  673 ;  Jos., 

Bilnev,  60S 

Bilton,  J„  418 

Binney,  T.,  708,  781 

Birch,  J.,  566,  124 

Birchmore,  M.,  595 

Bird,  Jos.,  568    J.  C,  587 ;  S., 

587,  792 
Birmingham,  202 
BirreU,  C.  M.,  391 
Birt,  Is.,  252 
Birtbie,  A.,  635,  637,  654 
Bishop.  J.,  465,  701 ;  W.,  687, 

761,  763;  H.,254 

Bishop's  Stortford,  691— 

708,  837,  856. 
Bisquet,  R.,  275 
Bisset,  J.,  547 
Blabb,  O.,  376 
Blackerley,  R.,  519 
Blackfriara,  137 
Blackheath.  17,  236 
Blackwell,  RL,  139,  398;  E.,  435 
Blaine,  H.,  414,  464 
Blake,  J.,  276  ;  Ja*.,  391 ;  A., 

259 
Blakealey,  W.,  761 
Bland,  Esd.,  124,  679,  741 
Blatt,  J  no.,  818 
Blavkling,  Pr.,  658 
Bliss,  W.  B.,  442 
Bhtheman,  G.,  280 ;   J.,  285 ; 

W.,  159 
Blofield,  M.,  688 
Bloomsbury,  609 
Blore,  J.  W.,  498 
Blount,  H.,  671,672 
Blowe,  R.,  260,  824;  T.,  783 
Blunt,  Sir  H.,  319 ;  Sir  T.  P. 

320,  823—325 
Boardman,  E.,  404 
Boar  reserved,  309 
Bockett,  W.,  556 
Booking,  23,  28;  D.,  674 
Bodaly,  J.,620 
Bodaley,  J.,  663 
Boerhaave,  205 
Bohemns,  M.,  272 
Boice,  Mr.,  206 
Bob  le  Due,  82 
Bolnehurst,  341 
Bolt  wood,  J.,  701 ;  a,  701 
Bond,  T.,  788 
Bonner,  Edm.,  58—64,  693, 712, 

743 
Book  of  Sports,  121, 160 
Boone,  T.  B.,  689 
Boorne,  T.,  275 
Booth,  W.,  112  ;  J.,  890 ;  8.  H., 

237 
Borden,  313 
Boreham  Wood,  279 
Borfit,  8.,  797 
Boston.  71.  695 
Bosworth,  Mr.,  673 
Boteler,  J.,  429,  824 ;  Sir  R., 

600,  616  ;  W.,  560. 
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Bouchier,  J.,  716 
Boughton,  St.,  782;  E.,  491 
Bourdeaux,  P.,  487 
Bouramao,  G.,  145,  162  ;   H., 

688 
Bourne,  B.,  526 ;  Pr.,  632 
Bournend,  381 
Bounick,  W.,  468 
Bovlngdon,  179,  182,  382— 

892,  419,  838 
Bowers,  J.  B.,  225 
Bowes,  T.,  754 
Bowhay,  J.  H.,  547 
Bowker,  Fr.,739 
Bowles,  game  of,  101 
Bowles,    Jno.,    823,   824;   T., 

284,  823,  824 ;  U.,  780 
Bowman,  H.,  297,  800 
Bows,  Sir  M.,  290 
Bowstead,  G.,  659 
Bowyer,  R.,  764  ;  8.,  724 
Boxfleld,  John,  824 
Boxhall,  J.,  581 
Box  Lane.  888-392 

Boyoe,  G.,  654 

Boyde,  G.,  390,  391,  438 

Boyer,  J.,  604 

Boyes,  Jas.,  821 

Boyle,  J.,  276;  R.,  260 

Brabant,  82 ;  R.,  404 

Brace,  T.,  683 

Brackstone,  J.,  615 

Bradbury,  W.,  553 

Braden,  W.,  237,  238 

Bradford,  J.,  99 

Bradley,  H.,  279,  280 ;  8.,  381, 

3*2,  648;  W.,  605 ;  R.,  294, 

300 
Bradock,  T.,  690 
Bradshaw,  John,  129, 165 
Bradstreet  Gov.,  695 
BradweU,  J.,  653 
Brad  win,  T.,  404 
Bragbury  End,  640 
Bragge,  R.,  510;  Fr„  641 
Braine,  J.,  813 
Brakespear.  N.,  253 
Bramneld,  124,490-492, 837 

3nunley,  D.f  375—377. 

Bramshot,  270 

Brand,  J.,  813  ;  G.,  813 

Brandley,  J.,  437 

Brandon,  Thos.,  819,  821  ;  W., 

207 
Brantfield,  W.,  816,  817 
Branching,  670-677,  837 
Bray/**.,  594,  717 
Brayne,  J.,  428 
Breachwood  Green,  668 
Breda  Declaration,  167 

Brent  Pelh&m,  124,  761. 837 

Bresbone,  J.,  685,  717 ;  E.,  599 

Brethune,  N.,  283 

Breton,  R.,  473 

Brett,  J.,  673,  787,  816;  W., 

787 
Briant,  Tim.,  605 
Brickett,  Edm.,  60,  743 
Briden,  T.,  657 
Bridgeman,  O.,  533 
Bridges,  R..  630 
Bridgwater,  Earl  of,  413 
Bridou,  E.,  405 
Briggs,  Jer.,  325 
Bright,  J.,  483 
Brightstone,  485 
Bringhurst,  la,  446 


Brion,  J.,  689 

Briscoe,  1,  460;  W.,  251 

Bristol,  267,  271 

Bristow,  L.,  655 ;  T.,  322,  325 ; 

R.,  779 
Bristowe,  Tim.,  815,  816 
Britaine,  Br.,  218 
Britten,  J.,  688 
Britton,  M.,  700 
Britwald,  Archb.,  371 
Broad,  J.,  643 
Broady,  W.,  487,  586 
Brock,  A.,  458 
Brooke,  W.,  260 
Brockett,  E.,  65,  124,  473,  493, 

578,  580,  637;    J.,  124,  578, 

580 ;  W.,  556,  586 ;  S.,  473, 

548. 
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Page  240,  line  2  from  bottom,  for  1874  read  1876. 
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„     282,    „     6     „     top,           „    Crossett      „    Cressett. 
„     509,    „     3     „     bottom,    „    Pothill        „    Polhill. 
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